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Microsoft, the 
people who set the 
standard for software, 
have done it again with the 
Microsoft. Mouse. 

Our expertise in both hardware and 
software has gone into the develop- 
ment of the Microsoft Mouse. Now 
you can plug in the most exciting 
computer product of the year and 
put it to work. 

The Mouse lets you move the 
cursor freely and naturally, then 
execute commands at 
the push of a button. 

The Microsoft Mouse is a 
complete system. It comes 
with an on-screen tutorial, a 
practice application, and the 
Multi-TooU Notepad, a mouse-based 
text editor, so you can begin 
using the Mouse right away. And 
for application developers, the 
Mouse includes a programmable 


including the IBM- 
PC. The Mouse 
supports all 
versions of 
MS-DOS. 
including ver- 
sion 2.0. Ask your 
Microsoft dealer 
for a demonstration 
of the Microsoft Mouse 
—a whole new standard. 

BETTER TOOLS FOR MICROCOMPUTERS 

, MICROSOFT. 



Microsoll IS a registered trademark, 
and MS and the Microsoft logo are 
/ ' trademarks ot Microsoft Corporation 






15 type styles 

for the IBM PC and Apple il 

with this program your dot matrix printer 
can output 15 large typefaces. 

Type Faces generates distinctive presentations, fancy lettering, 
Invitations, easy to read output, and over 100 symbols. 

Reduced printout on a copier gives you letter quality text. . . 
an Inexpensive typesetter. 

Type Faces comes with Its own simple text editor and Is 
compatible with most word processors. 


Actual dot matrix printout; 

ABC abc 
ABC abc 

aJ/c, 

HBQ abr 
AtSCfl abr 


Reducing the printout on a copier 
gives you letter quality text: 

ABC abc 


ABC abc 


jiS'S oAo 


aeO nbr 


AS(C abr 


Call Alpha Software Corp. at 800-451-1018 (in Mass, call 61 7-229- 
2924) for the location of your nearest dealer. 




30 B STREET. BURLINGTON. MASSACHUSEHS 01 803 
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Introducing data Base Manager II from Alpha. 

Its forpeopleWhohaveTheirOwn ideas 
About Which Software Should be integrated 



Here's a proposition for you. 

First thing tomorrow, throw out at least one of your favorite com- 
puter programs. Maybe your word processor Maybe your spread- 
sheet Maybe both. Just make sure it’s something you like, and that 
you've spent some time learning it 

Now, start horn scratch with programs you don't know. Ones that 
force you to gwe up features you depend on now. 

Interested? 

Well, if you plan to get in on the current "integrated" software 
r^e, that’s what you’ll have to do. Because most integrated software 
systems only wotk with software from one manufacturer. 

If you think that's too much to ask, then Data Base Manager II 
ftom Alpha is for you. 

It starts by giving you an enormously powerful and elegantly 
approachable data base system. One that's menu driven and 
responds to simple, English-like commands. But one that's also truly 
fast With all the advanced features you’d expect from a top-notch 
data base management system. 

Plus, you get extended DBMS features like phonetic word search, 
built-in form letter, and date calculations. And a painless way to file 
data transferred to your PC from other micros, mainfiines or infor- 
mation utilities. 

And then it lets you do something else. It lets you totally integrate 
your word processoi; andyour spreadsheet program, instantly. 

So you can quickly call up and manipulate any information. Then 
moveitovertoVisiCalc,® l-Z-S-'orMultiplan'" for calculations. 
Then shuffle it over to WordStar,® EasyWriter'" orVolkswriter’” for 


word processing. Without re-entering data. And without complex 
commands. 


In fact. Data Base Manager II lets you integrate nearly any combi- 
nation of the word processing and spreadsheet programs that run on 
the IBM PC or XT. 



The prestigious software journal. The Rosen Electronics letter, 
says Data Base Manager ll's unique capabilities “unify some of 
the best of the productivity packages already on the market. . . 

This is a signal achievement." 

You'll say that this 
is the way personal 
computing is supposed 
to work in the first place. 

See the remarkable 
new Data Base Manager II 
today. Call us toll-free at 
1-800-451-1018 (inMa.ssachu- 
settscall 1-617-229-2924 collect) 
for the name of the Alpha Software 
Dealer nearest you. 


DATA BASE MANAGER 11 FROM 



30 B Street, Burlington, MA 01803 

TM sifcni6n manubcuiirr s indenurk ItsicnififMnanulacturFrsrejtisrmltradetiurfc ft IQBAAlphaSoAwarrCorp 
*D&M lltkrraJy mds ind write Utus l•2•3 Vorkshnt (IKS) file No irandsttofi is rvquiml 
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TECHNICAL INFO — 16021 842-1133 


Call for program! not lilted. We will try to 
meet or beat any legitimate price for CP/M or 
IBM PC Software. 

— MOST DISK FORMATS AVAILABLE — 
■%TA E MANAGEMEN Y -"EMS 


BUV0PTH2YEAIII 

OBASEII*Everymans data base primer 
*Extra diskette with DBase Accounting Mail 
List and Inventory Programs IBM PC and 
CP/M — Call for our special price. 


tirr 
. . $99 
. $375 
. $349 
. $285 
...259 
$95 


Fok and Geiier Quickcode 

D6+SORT 

Condor III 

NWA Statpack 

TIM III 

Infoetar 

PFS File . 


WORD-PROCESSING PACKAGES 
Wordstar, Mail Merge, Spellstar, lndex$375 

Wordstar 1 1245 

Mail Merge 1 1135 

Spell Star 1 1135 

Microsoft Word W/Mouse ! >299 

Lexisoft Spellbinder i >270 

IBM PC Volkswriter $115 

Aspen Spellchecker 


Metasoft Benchmark 

Multimate 

Peachtext 5000 

SPREADSHEETS 

Calcstar CP/M 

Super Special Calcstar IBM PC . 

Supercalc II 

Supercalc 3 

Microsoft Multiplan 

!TK Solver 

ACCOUNTING 


285 

295 

1265 




$95 
$05 
159 
235 
. 59 
$215 


TCS*Equivalent of Peachtree*Specially 
Augmented By Warehouse Software Cus- 
tomized For Your IBM* Terminal and Pnnter- 
GL, AR. PA, AP, CP/M. XT. DOS 1.1. 2.0 
Each Module $75 ... For Alt Pour $275 


CYMA Call 

Peachtree QL, AR. AP $205 

Home Accountant Howardsoft . . . .... $95 
TRANSFER PROGRAMS 

Move-lt for IBM PC $95 

Hayes Smartcom Program $80 

Microstuff Crosstalk $109 


Beal Price In U.8. for IBM PC or Clen^ 

Seven Function Board—Inciudes Async 
/^apter. Parallel Adapter. Clock with Battery 
Back-Up and Software. Game Port. 64K 
Memory Expandable to S12K 
1 year warranty $27? 


Hayes 1200 Modem $485 

Hayes 1200B Modem $430 

Anchor Signalman 1200B Modem. . $285 

Disk Controller For IBM PC $175 

Plantronics Color + Board $365 

CDC 320K D/S D/D Drives $250 

Toshiba 1/2 height Drives Call 

256 K Ram Board $299 

AST Six Pack Board $265 

TAXAN RGB Color Monitor $450 

Corona Computer - Por. or Desk Top .Call 


The Mercedes Benz of Portable 
Computers. IBM compatible - Hypenon 
— 2 Disc Drives — Software — List 
$3690 $6le $2995 


[JO 

Versaform 

Lifeboat C Compiler 

Microsoft C Compiler 

Microsoft Pascal Compiler 

Prokey 

Norton Utilities 


$275 
$295 
$345 
$245 
^55 
55 

’rogram $34 

Microsoft BASIC Compiler $285 

Howard Tax Preparer 83 $185 

Microsoft Flight Simulator $38 

CP/M 86 for IBM PC $49 

CBasic 86 $165 

CIS Cobol 86 $595 

Pascal MT+86 $415 

TERMS. Prices include 3% cssh discount. Add 3% lor 
charge orders Shippir>g on most items $S 00 
AZ orders *6% seles lax Pricessubject to change 

TOLL FREE ORDER 1-800-421-3135 

WAREHOUSE SOFTWARE 
4935 West Glendale Ave.. Suita 12 
Glendale. AZ 85301 
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ReaiWorld Experience 



ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLEDORDER ENTRYDINVENTORY CONTROL 
SALES ANALYSIS □ ACCOUNTS PAYABLE □ GENERAL LEDGER □ PAYROLL 


hatever the product or service, it takes 
exTOrience to produce quality and lasting value. 

There are no inexperienced master violin 
makers. And so it is with software. 

The staff at ReaiWorld Corporation have 
been creating packaged software products for 
nearly ten years. During that time, over 40,000 
users have kept us in touch with reality. 

We don’t sell “disposable software”. We 
haven’t tried for the fanciest packaging. We 
won’t promise “anyone can master it m ten 
minutes’’. 


Mature accounting software just isn’t like 
that. 

But we will say this: 

If your accounting needs are typical, and if 
you are willing to invest the time to read and 
follow our clearly written instruction manuals, 
ReaiWorld Software can work for you. 

Visit your local computer store for more in- 
formation, or call one of our 800 numbers for 
the authorized reseller nearest you. 


mbsi 


A Division of RtalH'orld Corporation 


DOVER ROAD, CHICHESTER. NH 03263 
603/798-5700 TOLL FREE: 800-255-1115 
California: 800-441-1777 Western U. S.: 800-32 1 -1777 
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HEROJLES is the only 
graphics card 
Siatcanrun 
1-2-3 on IBM’s 
monochrome display 



And that’s just for starters. 

You don’t have a Hercules Graphics Card? Then 
unfortunately you won’t be able to run 1-2-3, including 
all its graphics, on IBM’s monochrome display. And you’ll 
miss out on all the other reasons why there are more 
Hercules Graphics Cards producing more high resolution 
graphics than any other add-on card for the IBM PC. 

But don’t take just our word for it. If you need con- 
vincing, remember that most of the IBM PCs at Lotus - 
are running Hercules Graphics Cards. And the authors of 
1-2-3 know a good card when they see one. Or consider that 
the Hercules Graphics Card is widely used at Rockwell, 
Mass Mutual, and Carnegie Mellon. They couldn’t all be 
wrong, could they? 

At $499, we think the Hercules Graphics Card offers 
the best price/performance ratio of any graphics card avail- 
able today. As you can tell, plenty of users agree with us. 

Call or write for our free information kit. You’ll see 
why the first graphics card for the IBM PC is still the best. 

2550 Ninth St., Suite 210, 
Berkeley, California 94710. 
Telephone: (415) 540-6000. 

Hercules. We’re 
strong on graphics. 

C1983 Hercules Computer Technology. 



The Hercules Graphics Card offers 720 x 348 graphics resolution on IBM's monochronw display, compatibility with text mode software, a parallel printer port, 
software to use BASIC's gr^>hics and a two )-ear warranty. A graphics subroutine library with screen dump is available separately for $50. Graphics software 
that is compatible with tlw IBM color graphics card but dim not ha\e a Hercules compatible version will not run on the Hercules Gr^hics Card. Fbreign 
Distributora: Reflex/U.K.; Computer 200(VW Germany; Edisofl'Prance. Hercules Graphics Card is a trademark of Hercules Computer Technology. IBM 
is a registered trademark of International Business Machines. 1-2-3 and Lotus are trademarks of Lotus Development. 
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No other financial software even comes close. 



Now Financier II 

The financial software 
that has met with 
resounding approval 
from professional soft- 
ware reviewers just got 
even better. Now, the 
Financier Personal 
Series has been up- 
graded to Financier II. 
Combined with Finan- 
cier's Tax Series and 
Investor's Series, it cre- 
ates a totally integrated 
financial management 
system. Financier II is 
so easy to use that it 
is ideal for personal 
finance yet powerful 
enough, and flexible 
enough, to function as a 
small business system. 


mo 

-> 

- <-.r» .T: 


Burtorr Alperson. Ph.D. 

Reviewer, SOFTALK 
June. 1983 

Financier 11 features 
enhanced graphics 
capabilities, and 
expansion of Finan- 
cier's unique auto- 
checking capability 
which prints checks 
directly from a user- 
maintained database, 
while updating bank, 
budget and tax records. 
Additionally, it pro- 
vides a full range of 
professional-caliber 
financial statements 
including net worth, 
and cash flow reports. 
You can even opt for 
double-entry account- 
ing methods, if desired. 



' ThoB iar, no itLer 
B!5ft>*iffir«coir..p, iny h 
nt.atcbe«l Finu nfitsr'i 
in terlock i j ig • . m b i 1 1 o 
tz:^ ttt M i id ; ax 

iOifaiBifya (To 


Augustin Hedberg 
Money. lune. 1983 


IntroduciM 
Financier u 


\ Now you can have 
a completely integrated financial 
software system. 

► ' ‘ driven. When you need 

— to enter data, just fill in 

the blanks on the pre- 
formatted screen. If you 
can use an automatic 
teller machine, you're 
- , well on your way to 

z jz-z ‘f z mastering this unique 

financial software. 

Another thing that 
puts Financier U so far 
in front of any other 
financial software 
package is that it offers 
powerful tax and inven- 
tory functions. In fact. 
Financier 11 allows you 
to maintain literally 
thousands of these 
accounts, if you desire. 
And, each account is 
separately manageable. 
sC; 


Steven Yoder and 
Sherry Knight. CPA 
PC Magazine. February. 1983 

Financier II is remark- 
ably easy to use. 

You don't have to be a 
computer whiz-kid to 
use Financier H. That's 
because it's menu- 


WE'LL KEEP.YOU ONE STEP AHEAD 


Money. June. 1' 

Financier Tax and 
Investor's Packages. 

Financier's Tax and 
Investor's Senes pro- 
vide the perfect adjunct 
to Financier n. 

Financier's Tax 
Series lets you create 
multiple tax cases, and 
store them for later 
adjustment. You can 
even perform "what-if" 
spreadsheet calcula- 
tions, generate graph- 
ics and print charts. 

Financier's Investor 
Series is a comprehen- 
sive portfolio manage- 
ment system that lets 
you maintain a data 
base on each security 
account, each security 
position, and each 
security transaction. 
Fincmcier Offers 
Something for Everyone. 
Individuals, business- 
men, tax preparation 
specialists, investors or 
anyone who wants real 
financial control cannot 
afford to miss out on 
Financier's powerful 
software packages. 

Get the most from 
your personal computer 
with the financial soft- 
ware that does the 
most. Financier E, and 
Financier's Tax and 
Investor's Series. 


Finanaer. Inc. , 2000 West Park Drive, 670. Westboro, MA 01581 (617) 366*0950 


‘Apparent Home FinanceT PerfmT PC/PFPT Home Accountant Plus? Financier Persona! Senas’* 
“Bonus Accounting System? Financier Personal Senes? FMSII? Home Accountant Plus’" Money Maestro ' 
Finanaer sotfware is available lor IBM* PC. IBM" XT. Digital Rainbow” and Wang* PC 
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POPCOM it t trtMintrk of PRENTICE Corpontlon. 


THE 


CONNECTION 



POPCOM, X100 
the new, easy-to- 
use communica- 
tions tool that 
connects you and 
your personal 
computer to the 
wondrous, mind 
expanding, enlight- 
ening world of 
information. 


PUF^UIVIxno. 


■ Automatic or manual dialing and answering for all voice and data calls. 

■ Voice and data transmission during the same call — ends the 3 separate 
calls ("I'm going to send," "I’m sending," "Did you get what I sent?") 

■ Smart modem compatible — works with widely available communications 
software. 

■ Rexibility — compatible with 103, 113, and 212A dial-up modems: connects 
to all standard single and multi-line equipment. 

■ Fast, easy setup — tune’ tells when the three cables are properly connected. 

■ Adjustment-free operation — no manual switches to contend with. The 
X100 automatically takes its instructions from your PC or terminal. 

■ Automatic computer briefing ~ reports to your PC all call-progress tones ... 
dial tone, busy signal. renx>te ringing, talk, even line disconnect — so your 
computer can do more. 

■ "In-Use" light on multi-line phones ^ protects against inadvertent interrup- 
tion. 

■ Smart interface — automatically adapts itself to various RS232 cables. 

■ Versatile installation — fits conveniently on wall, desk or floor. 


See your dealer or write for more information. Make the connection 
between yourself and the challenging world of information. 

□ Please send me literature on POPCOM products. 

□ Please call me immediately. 

0105 


NAME 

TITLE 


COMPANY 

TEL; 


ADDRESS 

STATE 

ZIP 


PRENTICE CORPORATION. 266 Caspian Or.. P.O. Box 3544. 
Sunnyvale. CA 94088-3544, (408) 734-9855 
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PCnetPLUS™ Multifunction Board 
from 

Go with Expandability 

Integrating the leading low cost network, 

PCnet” with the most popular add-on board 


APCnet Interface — The leading Local Area Network for the 
IBM-XT/PC™ and compatibles. 

A PCnet Software — Allows PCs to share data, disks, printers, etc. 
ARAM Expansion Sockets— Up to 256K of memory. 

APCnet RAM Drive — High speed disk emulator software. 

APCnet SPOOL — Print Spooler software. 

A EPROM Socket — For ORCHID supplied floppyless PCnet capability. 
A Serial Port* — COMl: or COM2: 

A Parallel Port*— LPTl: or LPT2: 

A Clock/Calendar* — With battery back-up and software. 




Take a careful look 
at a typical PC 
configuration and see 
for yourself why you need the 
PCnet PLUS Multifunction Card. 


'Daughter board hinctiora 


ORCHID TECHNOLOGY, INC. 
47790 Westinghousc Drive 
Fremont, CA 94539 
(415) 490-8586 Telex: 709289 


Slotl 

Multifunction 


Slots 

Floppy 

Controller 


PCnet Diskless Boot ROM 


Slot 2 
PCnet 
Interface 


Saves 2 Card Slots 


ORCHID 


IBM-XT'PC: Trademark of IBM Corp. 
PCnet k PCnetPLUS Trademarks of Orchid IMinoiogy. 
Ait tpeaficaliont are subiect to change without notice. 
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Who can blame him? With PC Tutor, 
I he can get rid of all the confusing 
i instruction manuals and learn about 
I MS-DOS easily. Including an 
i introduction to DOS, all about 


PC IIJTOR 








> diskettes, disks, directories and files, 

I DOS commands for directories and 
I files, and DOS commands that control 
I the sytem. Also how to use special 
I keys and all about the line editor 
I EDLIN and the BATCH utility. 

PC Tutor makes learning easier, 

I faster, cheaper. 


Requires 64KB, 1 double-sided 
diskette drive, an 80-character display 
and MS-DOS. 


Suggested retail $59.95. See 
your PC dealer. Dealer inquiries 
welcome. 



Comprehensive 
Software 


isive 


Support 

2316 Arlesia Blvd., Suite B 
Redondo Beach. Ca. 90278 
213/318-2561 
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Your thoughts come fester than your 
words. Capturing them smoothly and 
quickly is the strength of Textra, and the 
secret behind its success. 

Textra blends advanced features with a 
simpliiied design that makes it easier to 
write with your personal computer. And 
that’s what word processing is all about. 

Start with the ‘on-line’ tutorial, which 
has been called everydiing from elegant 
to excellent. It’s the hnest introduction 
to a S4^tware program ever filmed. \bu’ll 
be ready to write in record time. 

And Textra will be ready for you. Its 
highly responsive full screen editor 
helps you put your thoughts on the 
screen swiftly. Automatic reformatting 
and on-screen bolding and underlining 
show you what your printed text will 
look like at all times. You can even 
preview your pages before they’re 
printed, so you only have to print 
them once! 

Whether you’re searching for your first 
word processor, or feel miserable with 
die one you have now, take a close look 
at Textra. Ask your dealer for a demon- 
stration today. 

It% guaranteed to open your eye. 

Ann Arbor Softw^e 

407 N. Main. Ann Arbor. MI 48104 Phone (513) 769-9088 
C 1983. Ann Arbor Software. All rights reserved. 
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textra 

word processing 

The shortest distance between 
your thoughts and the printed word. 



Whafs Inside 

In its cover package, PC analyzes the past successes and 
future potential of IBM and Apple as they battle for first place in 
the small business and personal computer markets. 


T hree years ago, Apple was the domi- 
nant name in personal computing. 
Today, IBM has matched — and many 
people feel has surpassed — Apple in 
importance as a maker and marketer of 
small business and personal computers. 
IBM's rise to the tq> of the microcomput- 
ing heap and the tense face-off that has 
resulted between IBM and Apple com- 
prise our cover topic for this issue. 

To some extent, Apple taught IBM 
how to sell personal computers: make the 
machine expandable, look for outside 
software support, tie into independent 
dealers. Big Blue had never done business 
this way before, and only Apple’s meteor- 
ic success convinced IBM to try it. Para- 
doxically, Apple now seems determined 
to act less like its successful self and mote 
like the old IBM — the Lisa, for example, 
is a shining example of proprietary, 
hubristic engineering and marketing. John 
and Barbara McMullen, who consult on 
both Apple and IBM systems for Wall 
Street, corporate, and governmental cli- 
ents, examine the remarkable relationship 
between these two very different computer 
companies over the cmcial past few 
years. 

The differences between Apple and 
IBM are, in some ways, reflected in their 
personal computer products. In this issue, 
Alan Dziejma, an industry veteran and 
president of Business Solutions, Inc., dis- 



cusses the philosophical differences in 
development between the IBM and Apple 
machines. He should know them; his fust 
product. The Incredible Jack, was aimed 
at the Apple market; his latest. Jack!, is 
for the PC and XT. 

And, what of the future? Computer 
industry prognosticator Robert Fertig 
traces likely paths for Apple and IBM per- 
sonal computing. Who will win the hearts 
and minds of America’s computing pub- 
lic? Fertig feels the question has not yet 
been answered. 

Our cover package this issue also 
examines Apple-IBM linking products. 


such as the Qudalink Board that allows 
Apple software to run on IBM hardware, 
and Alpha’s Apple-IBM Connection for 
file transfers. Also, education writer Mary 
Ann Scarino looks into the crucial race for 
dominance in educational computing. It 
has always been Apple’s mainstay; can 
IBM wrench it away? 

Beyond the IBM-Apple arena, this 
issue tours many fascinating locales in the 
PC world. Special Fhojects Editor Paul 
Sotnerson takes a trip through IBM’s huge 
PC operation nestled in the glens of Scot- 
land, while contributing editor Jared Tay- 
lor reviews an amazing expert system for 
the PC, developed by Scottish scientists, 
that can help business leaders make better 
decisions. We also visit Airborne Express, 
where PCs keep track of all those over- 
night packages, and Trinity Hospital in 
Houston, which uses PCs to mn its emer- 
gency cardiac care unit. 

Our hardware reviews this issue 
include Mark Zachmarui’s look at the very 
colorful new crop of ink-jet printers and 
new contributor Stephen Smith’s review 
of the Chameleon, a nifty compatible with 
8-bit CP/M thrown in as an extra attrac- 
tion. And, on software, we look at four 
word processors and a text formatter 
designed especially for screenwriters, as 
well as a package for landlords. 

With IBMs, Apples, and all the rest, 
we feel this is quite a ftuitful issue. ■ 
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• Game Port: The new 
Quadboard has an IBM 

. compatible Game Port. 
Plug in a Joystick or 
game p^dles. and fire 

• 1/6 Bracket: 

* Quadboard now 
'comes with a special 

I/O bracket. Use it to 
organize your expansion 
port connectors. Snaps right 

onto the back 

of the PC. ^ 'X-v 


Socketed with no RAM installed 


The new 384K Quadboard 
by Quadram is the most 
comprehensive board you can 
buy for the IBM PC or XT. Now 
with added hardware features 
and advanced software. But 
our same low price. 


a Serial Port, too. Fully program- 
mable. use it to connect to plotters, 
modems, and other serial devices. 
• Chronograph: And Quadboards 
Chronograph (Real-time clock/ 
calendar) keeps your system's 
clock up-to-date. 



• Expandable to 384K: 

The new QuadtXHrd is expandable 
in 64K increments for up to 384K 
additional RAM. With full parity 
checking standard. With the new 
Quadboard and a fully populated 
system board, you can take your 
rc's memory up to the 640K limit. 

• QuadRAM Drive: Plus, with 
Quadboard you get advanced 
QuadMaster Software, including 
the QuadRAM Drive program. 

Use it to set up multiple RAM 
Drives in Quadboard memory. 
Solid state drives that let 

you store and retrieve data 
quickly and easily. Or take 
^vantage of QuadMaster disk 
caching. To access frequently 


used data whenever you need it. 

• MasterSpool: QuadMaster 

Software also includes 
MasterSpool. Use it to set up a 
software print buffer quickly and 
easily. This advanced spooler lets 
you pause at any time, back up or 
move forward in a file. Choose 
just the amount of buffer space 
you need and stop waiting on n 
your printer. - 

• Qswap: Another feature of 
QuadMaster Software is Qswap. 
With Qswap change line printers 
1 and 2 back and forth, with Just 
a few keystrokes, as often as 
you like. 

QUADBOARD STANDS OUT FROM 
THE RACK 

Now more than ever Quadboard 
is the first and only board your 
IBM PC or XT may ever need. No 
other board even comes close. 
Because Quadboard is designed 
for performance. Engineered 
for dependability. 


And built in the continuing 
tradition of Quadram Quality. 
There are many 

one leader. So make 

enhancement 

products. 

Compare. See why more Quadboards are 
bought than any other muttifunction board. . . 




Features/ 

Functions 

Quadboard 

SixPakPtus 

Memory 

Available 

0-384k 

0-384K 

Parallel a 
Serial Ftort 


'ifes 

Clock/ 

Calendar 

Nfes 

Nfes 

I/O Bracket 

Standard 

Optional 

GameBort 

Stanoard 

Optional 

Diagnostic 

Testing 

Nfes 

Vfes 

Advanced 



Spooler 

Yes 

No 

Simple Menu 
Setup 

Vfes 

No 

Disk Cache 

'ifes 

No 

LIST PRICE 
\«ITH384K' 

$795 

$970 


• Manuftcturers swjgested lot price for board with all 
avartaWe fwtures/ftinctKins s shown (options included) 
SixPakFlus ts a trademarK of AST Research Inc. 


QUADRAM 

^ CORPORATION 

An initMigtnl Comp«<v 


4355 International Blvd /Norcross. Ga 30093 

(404) 923-6666'TWX 810-766-4915 (QUADRAM NCRS) 

INTERQUADRAM In Europe 

Interquadram. Ltd- 

442 Bath Road/Stough. England 

Interquadram GmbH. 

FASANENWEG 7/6092 Kelsterbach/West Germany 

Interquadram S.A.R.L. 

41 Rue Ybry./92522Neuilly/France 
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® Copyright 1 983 Quadram Corporation IBM is a registered trademark of International Business Machines. 


All rights reserved 



Computer stores were full of programs 
for the COMPAQ PbrtS^le 
before there was a COMPAQ Portable. 

Here’s why 




With available communiauions programs and 
optional boards, the COMPAQ Portable 
can give you aaxss to a variety of 
cer^ral computer files. Business 
^ information wherever you go. 


The 

X Portable Computer 
runs more programs than 
any other portable computer. In 
fact, it runs more than most non- 
portable personal computers. 

All of the popular programs written 
for the IBM® Personal C^puter will 
run on the COMPAQ Portable. There 
are hundreds of them, available at com- 
puter stores nationwide. And each one 
is more productive when you run it on 
a portable personal computer. 

With the COMPAQ Portable you 
get portability and you don’t sacrifice 
performance. 

True compatibility 

A lot of computer manufacturers claim 
their amputer is compatible with the 
IBM Personal Computer. 

Well, there’s compatible and there’s 
compatible. 

In a lot of cases, “compatible” means 
the computer will run IBM programs 
after you spend time and money making 
modifications to the computer, or the 
pr^ram, or both. 

Tne COMPAQ Portable runs all of 
the popular programs written for the 
IBM Personal Computer just the way 


TV COMPAQ 
Portable rum all the popular 
pTVgtams uritten for the IBM Personal Computer. 
Ex/en the user guides can be used ri^ off the shelf. 


they come out of the package. As is. No 
modifications whatsoever. 

Find out, “What if.,.?*’ 

The COMPAQ Portable runs all the 
popular spreadsheet programs. With 
them, you can do a b^er job of almost 
any task you now do with pencil, paper, 
and calculator. Create a budget, a plan 
or a cost analysis. In minutes y<xj can 
do updates that normally take hours. 
You can examine several different alter- 
natives in less time than it would take 
to do a single problem by hand. You 
can answer questions you didn’t even 
have time to ask before. 

You can spend more time thinking 
about your business and less time 
crunching numbers. 

Money management made 
portable 

With the COMPAQ Portable you can 
take advantage of a variety of financial 


programs for full-scale professional 
money management. 

Receivables programs tell you who 
owes money, how much and since 
when. Payables programs give you 
tighter control of outgoing cash. Gen- 
eral ledger programs can record finan- 
cial histories and pull together income 
statements and balance sheets. Payroll 
programs keep records, calculate deduc- 
tions, and generate checks. Inventory 
management programs help you hold 
down inventory investment. 

With the COMPAQ Portable you 
can take computerized accounting 
wherever you need it and keep closer 
contact with your company’s financial 
status. 

Word processing to go 

Would a word processor make you more 
productive? Then imagine the power 
of a portable word processor. 

Choose from a wide variety of pop- 
ular word processing programs to 
meet your specific writing need. 

With word processing programs and 
an optional printer you don’t have to 



The COMPAQ Portable runs popular programs 
for designing color charts and graf^ that can 
enhance your business presentations. 


start fresh when you need to make revi- 
sions. You can change formats, move 
paragraphs, and automatically search 
for the parts that need to be updated. 
The COMPAQ Portable even runs 
programs that can check your spelling. 

In other words, you can work smarter— 
not harder. 

Computer conversations 

The COMPAQ Portable can handle 
computer-to-computer communications. 


y. 



There are a number of cx)mmunications 
expansion boards and programs avail' 
able chat can keep you in touch. 

Some allow you to use the COMPAQ 
Portable to access a variety of central 
computer files over the phone. You 
can have headquarters information 
wherever you travel. 

With others you can retrieve late 
news or stock prices from data banks 
covering thousands of topics. 

Others enable you to send electronic 
mail. Across the hall or across the 
country. 

And the COMPAQ Portable can be 
equipped to link with both local and 
wide area networks of compatible com- 
puters so everyone in your company 
can work with the same information. 

All these expansion boards, and 
others, will fit into any of three expan- 
sion slots in the COMPAQ Portable. 
The slot^ accept the popular IBM- 
compatible boards so your COMPAQ 
Portable can grow to keep up with your 
changing needs. 

A world of business information 
is available wherever you and the 
COMPAQ Portable go. 

• ••and lots of others 

There are programs for designing 
graphs and charts, programs for keep- 
ing track of complicated schedules, and 
programs for electronic filing. There are 
powerful integrated programs that allow 
you to perform several different tasks 


Specifications 

Software 

D Runs all the popular programs 
written for the IBM IC 

Memory 

□ 128K bytes RAM 

□ Expandable to 640K bytes 

Storage 

□ One 320K byte diskette drive, 
second drive optional 

Display 

□ 9-inch (diagonal) monochrome 
screen 

D 25 lines by 80 characters 

□ Upper- and lowercase, high- 
resolution text characters 

D High-resolution graphics 
Expansion board slots 

□ Three IBM PC-compatible slots 
Interfaces 

□ Parallel printer interface 

□ RGB color monitor interface 

□ Composite video monitor 
interface 

□ RF modulator interface 
Physical specifications 

□ Totally self-contained and 
portable 

□ 20"Wx8>/i"Hx 16''D 



Even the most productive program is more effi- 
cient when it’s used on a portable. 


after entering your data only once. 

The wealth of programs combined 
with the convenience of portability 
makes the COMPAQ Portable the 
most useful personal computer of all. 

Ready to go 

The COMPAQ Portable is big where it 
counts. 

The display measures nine inches 
diagonally and shows a 25-line-by-80- 
character page that’s easy to read even 
if you’re leaning back in your chair. The 
keyboard is typewriter-like for ease of 
use and detached so it can fit the most 
comfortable working position. 


Truly portable means tough enough 
for the road, and the COMPAQ Por- 
table is. Electronic components are 
surrounded by a sturdy cross-braced 
aluminum frame. Disk drives are se- 
cured by unique rubber shock mounts. 
The outer case is made of LEXAN®, 
a polycarbonate plastic used to make 
bulletproof windows and faceplates for 
space suit helmets. 

Truly portable also means ready to 
go without a lot of preparation. You 
can have the COMPAQ Portable ready 
to move in less time than it usually takes 
to pack your briefcase. 

The added usefulness is free 

The COMPAQ Portable works the way 
desktop computers do, but in more 
places. Yet it doesn’t cost any more. 

In faa, the COMPAQ Portable costs 
less than a comparably equipped IBM or 
Apple® in. The COMPAQ Portable 
comes standard with one 320K byte disk- 
ette drive and 128K bytes of memory. 

A second diskette drive and additional 
memory are available. 

The bottom line is this— you just 
can’t buy a more practical, useful, pro- 
ductive computer. 


For the location of the Authorized 
Dealer nearest you, call 1-800* 
231-0900. 


* 196 3 COMPAQ Computer Corporation 
COMPAQ™ is a trademark of COMPAQ Computer 
Corporation. 

[BK^ is a registered trademark of International Business 
Machiiws Corporation. 

Apple* is a registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 
LfXAN* b a regUtercd trademark of Gmeral Electric Company. 
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Incredible Trainers! 


No matter what level IBM Personal 
Computer training you want, our inter- 
active tutorial software gives you the 
answers. Elasier, faster, smarter. 

Take The INSTRUCTOR, for 
first-time users. PC Magazine called it, 
“The heat . . . introduction to 
the PC around.” It’s # 1 because it 
takes the work out of learning initial 
PC operations. 

And Now! Brand New! Setting a 
new standard for interactive training, 
we give you . . . 

PROCESSOR DOS. 

You’ve got to see (and heat) it to 
believe it! Designed for PC users 
ready to learn higher level PC 
concepts, including DOS commands. 


Professor DOS will challenge you, 
amuse you, and amaze you. 

Both programs use vivid graphic 
images, creative animation, sound and 
living color to take you from mystery 
to mastery of your IBM PC. E^ch is 
totally self-paced. And they’re 
“people-literate.” So you really 
do leam. 

The most sought-after computer- 


^ndividual 

I SOFTWARC INCORPORATBO 


1163-1 Chess Drive 
Foster City, CA 94404 
(415) 341-6116 
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assisted training anywhere. Available 
at IBM PC dealers and software 
retailers everywhere, separately or in a 
tutorial set. Affordable at a suggested 
list price of ONLY . . . 

$44.95 - The INSTRUCTOR 
$59.95 — Professor DOS 
or 

$94.95 — Tutorial Set 

We’ve made The INSTRUCTOR 
and Profettor DOS so realistic, you’ll 
agree . . . THEYIIE INCREDIBLE! 


Requires MSDOS, any IBM Personal Computer or 
Compaq Personal Computer with at least one 
diskette drive and a monochrome or color dis|day. 
Phone and dealer inquiries wdcome. 



An Industry First in Word Processing Software: 

V\fordPIus-rc featuring the BOSS . 

Ward processing so smart 
it can even spell 100,000 words. 


Meet the BOSS. WordPlus-PC's incredible 
new Built-in On-line Spelling System. 


WORD PROCESSING AND SPELLING COMBINED 



WordPlus-PC featuring the "BOSS " 
is a whole new technology in word 
processing software. Finally, the most 
powerful word processing capabilities 
have been combined with a built-in 
electronic spelling system which not 
only checks your spelling but also 
correcfs your spelling. 

The "BOSS", an acronym for Built-in 
On-line Spelling System, eliminates 
embarrassing spelling errors in your 
letters and stops time consuming trips 
to the dictionary. 


But WordPlus-PC featuring The 
"BOSS" will do far more than just 
check and correct your spelling. It’s 
been designed to be exceptionally easy 
to use and yet contain all the powerful 
features you expect and more. Like 
built-in mail merge for personalized 
form letters, invoice generation and 
the ability to merge Information cre- 
ated by most other popular programs 
such as 1 -2-3"" and dBASE III" And if 
you have a question. Just press the 
HELP key to get back on track. 


You can also print bar graphs and 
other charts,* * easily move columns, 
scroll horizontally, execute global 
search and replace, boilerplate text, 
and even print proportionally spaced 
on selected printers. And WordPlus-PC 
is compatible with virtually all popular 
letter-quality and dot matrix printers. 


*With 90,000+ word standard dictionary 
and ability for a user to add over 10,000 
■ custom' words. 


HERE’S HOW THE BOSS WORKS FOR YOU: — 

IT CHECKS IT SUGGESTS 


'hank i^ou for vonr mterr 

vt .n UordPluv-PC f 

cronta* for Uor<1PI«i 

ix-y 6u I It ni On- 1 i i 

' • ke other word pr- ' — 

•••- '-‘p The BO 

. u toaat IC4 1 rnrre- *. 

• ■ .-vpr 1 1 in;s Thi 

- KiiTirnn ■•nd itv i 

Profr -tl Sof . 

X isspel 1 in;- it uf fers ar 

1 . ’ • • that Hits 1 

orrect spell in; of that 

yord -i iirdrr of > 

u don' 1 even h— • ti t , 

in tk. word lh4t 

-her of sour selr'.t: ;-. 

r ‘ the «... ' 'cd 


[Thank sou for sour interest in UordPlus-fC t \ 

acron>^ for UordPIus- PC' 


Make other word processor 


autoaaticalis corrects an 

1 ) techaolofs 

i>ew and its fr 

21 teckaolofic 

■isspellinj. it offers an 

31 technolotixe 

correct spell in; of that 

4) teckaolofies 

you don' t even have to ts 

S) teckaical 

nuaber of sour selection. 

6) techaicall 


At the touch of a button, virtually any- 
time during typing or after the creation of 
a document. The "BOSS" locates and 
highlights misspelled words on your 
screen. The "BOSS" can even check the 
spelling of a word directly after It's been 
typed in. 


When a word is misspelled, the user can 
ask The 'BOSS ' for suggestions as to how 
to correctly spell the word. With only one 
keystroke. The "BOSS" will display, in a 
dynamic on-screen window, up to eight 
spelling suggestions In the order of proba- 
ble phonetic correctness. 


IT CORRECTS 



And The "BOSS'* Auto Correct feature 
enables users to "fix" these misspelled 
words directly in text with a single key- 
stroke. The "BOSS" Is a total spelling sys- 
tem that Checks. Suggests, and Corrects 
your Spelling. All built-in. 


THE TOTAL WORD PROCESSING SOLUTION — PLUS ALL THE HELP YOU’LL NEED. 


With over 70.000 word processors In 
use worldwide. Professional Software, 
Inc. has designed WordPlus-PC to con- 
tain all the powerful features you 
expect — and to be the easiest word 
processor to use anywhere. But there 
will always be questions. That's why 


Professional Software has an entire 
bank of Mation-wide TOLL FREE 
customer HELP lines to support our 
registered users. This service is avail- 
able at Ho Charge during the 90 days 
following the receipt of your registered 
users card. 


Demand to see the BOSS in person 

Visit your local professional computer 
dealer or call us toll free for the dealer 
nearest you. Once you witness the 
BOSS in action, you'll see that all other 
word processors have become totally 
obsolete. 


Demand to see the “BOSS” today! Call us toll free, 1-800-343-4074. 


Professional Software, Inc. 

51 Fremont Street, Meedham, MA 02194 Telephone (617) 444-5224 Telex 951579 
How Available for IBM-PC and Compatibles, DEC Rainbow. Ti Professional, and Victor 9000. 
Dealer, distributor, OEM manufacturer, and International inquiries are invited. 

WordPlus-PC and The EKDSS' are trademarHs of Professional Software. Inc. WordPlus-PC was designed and written by Andres Cscallon. 

I •2-3 is a trademarK of Lotus Development Coip.. dBASE II ts a trademarK of Ashton-iate. ’ * With IBM dot matrix ar>d Diablo (iSO ECS printer. 

Specifications are subjKt to change without notice. bar graphs arxl rCher charts can be printed inside text. 
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Choosing the right tax shelter 
is more than a game of chance. 


Choosing good investments will alw^ be something of an art. 
But it shouldn't be a game of chance. 

INTRODUCING THE STRATEGISTS. XQ Software introduces two 
new software programs that take some of the gamble out of your 
investment decisions; the Investment Strategist and the TSx 
Strategist. Designed fOr investors and investment advisors, they 
turn your IBM Personal Computer into a sophisticated tool for 
analyzing the tax and investment aspects of tax sheltered 


Is this tax shelter a good investment? Jte INVESTMENT 
STRATEGIST helps you determine which tax shelters are good 
investments. \txi can compare tax shelters with each other and 
with other types of investments. 

Does the tax shelter match your tax profilePThe INVESTMENT 
STRATEGIST and the TAX STRATEGIST work together to help you 
find the shelters that match your personal needs. Now you can 
zero in on the best tax and investment approach. 


investments. 

MAKING INFORMED INVESTMENT 
DECISIONS .. .THAT'S THE STRATEGY. These 
innovative programs tackle three tough 
questions: 

How much tax shelter do you really need? 
The TAX STRATEGIST tells you how much 
shelter is right for your financial situation. 

It helps you plan strategies for reducing 
your tax liability. 


THE COMTONY BEHIND THE SOFTVIIARE. XQ Software is an 

Intelligent ^«ems company. FOr over a 
decade Intelligent ^sterns has been an 
innovator in personal computer enhance- 
ments and color graphic peripherals. 

The TSx Strategist and the Investment 
Strategist are available through authorized 
IBM Personal Computer dealers nationwide. 
Visit one and ask for a demonstration. It 
will one of the best investments you'll ever 
make. 
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THE INVESTMENT 
STRATEGIST'- 

$395 ^ 

THE TAX STRATEGIST 

$395 

(SOLD INDIVIDUALLY) 





WHEN YOU NEED A DEPENDABLE 
DISKETTE, LINE PRINTER PAPER & LABELS 
DON'T SETTLE FOR LESS THAN THE BEST! 

As low as $2.47 each 



VERBATIM 6 Year Warranty 


BASF Ufa Warranty-Black Box, One Year Warranty-Orange Box 


Daaortptlon 

CompatlblMty 

SASP 

Oraae* 8ex 

1 Year 

Box of Tan 
Each D«sk 

SASP 
BlacfcBex 
UPI TIME 

Box of Tan 
Each Disk 


Vai6atlin 

Soft eoi Box of Tan 

S Year Each Dlak 

5-1/4” single-side, 
slnole-OensItv. soft sector 

Apple II. Commodore, 

Radio Shack TRS-80 

54254 

$2.47 



5-1/4' stngle-side, 
double<lenslty. soft sector 

IBM PC (single-side), Apple 11, 
Commodore, TRS-80 Model III 

54968 

2.47 

54974 

42.B1 

MDS25-ai-1$15S $2.66 

5-1/4' double-side, 
double-densitv. soft sector 

IBM PC (dual side) 

54634 

3.S0 

54980 

3.74 

iwosso-oi-isiia 4.10 

8' single-side, 
single-density, soft sector 
IBM Format 2305830 

Radio Shack 

TRSBO Model 1 

3342$ 

2.S5 

54998 

3.06 

FD34-1000-371S 2.66 

8” single-side, 
double^nstty, soft sector 

Radio Shack TR&80 

Model 11 


54021 

3.23 

FD34-aOOO-1t137 3.40 

Daaorlptlon 

Pert Number 

1 to 4 Casas 


6 to 9 Cssas 

1 0 or Mora Cases 

5-1/4' Ubrarv Case 

MlnMC/IO 

$2.50 Each 


$2.00 Each 

$1.50 Each 

a* Ubrarv Casa 

KA$/10 

3.94 foch 


3.1S Each 

2.36 Each 

CaseB Bohl only with another Item. 

Oeaertpdon Part Number 

Number 
Par Box 


Exact 
PHca 
Par 1000 

Estimate 

Prioa 

Par Box 

14.7/e"* If", 

132-Column Fanfold Poper-No Vertical Perforation-Tractor Holes on Both Sides 

One Part 1/2' Green Bar 1411204MP.15 

1500 Sheets 

$16.04 

$24.06 

9-1/2" X 11", eO-Column Fenfold Paper, 1.Rlaht A 1-left Vertical Perforation-Tractor Holes on Both Sides 

One Part Blank 9510PPMP-15 lb. 

1500 Sheets 

$11.68 

$17.52 


Mothuo^Lltf Printf Lab#i4-ihr»Muf S#niltly 


3-1/2x15/16 White One Up-One Wide 10330-1 5000 Ubels $2.60 $13.00 

3-1/2x15/16 White Four Up-Four Wide 10350-4 20,000 Ubels 2.60 52.00 

Shipping Charges & Taxes TELEPHONE AT NO CHARGE-FREE 
To Atl^ve^PrlcIs DIRECT TO OUR ORDER DESK 

Use Your MASTER CARD; VISA/BANK-AMERICARD; AMERICAN EXPRESS 



From Nobratka Phonm 800 - 642-9333 From Any Other State Phona 800 - 228-9288 


DIGITAL SUPPLY 1221 HARNEY St. OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102 
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What^ (Ml the best-seller list 
in IBM Pers(Mial CiMnputer software? 



Pit>-n>n can b(M>s( your 

pnxluctivity and make employee 
deductions less raxing. 


Electronic spreadsheets help 
build hnancial models that 
can shape your future. 


V(brd processing can 
give any writer 
visible suppon for 
creating and editing. 






Languages like BASIC 
can encouiage stiuients to write 
programs of their own. 


Inventory control can help 
put you on top by keeping 
track of what’s what 
and where. 


Stock monitoring can 
help put you in the 
chips by tapping the 
world of >Xkil Street. 




People prefer IBM Personal Computer software for a variety of reasons. 
And one of the best reasons is its variety. 

Because, for just about anything you want the 
IBM Personal Computer to help you do, there’s 
software to help you do it. Software to help improve 
productivity, efficiency and planning. To help 
teachers teach and students learn. 

Or help you become an even more astute gamesplayer. 

Every program in our software library makes the IBM Personal Computer 
a truly useful tool for modern times. That’s why a lot of buyers like you have made 
them best sellers. And the library is still growing. 

So the best may well be yet to come. 


Fur more information on where to buy IBM Personal Computer software and hardwan.*, call 800*447*4700. In Alaska or Hawaii, ROO-447-0890. 
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In businesses of almost even' size these days, the more 
successful vou are, the less time you have to spend with 
papenvork. Now you can turn all that papenvork over 
to C-I P" the Concentric Information PrtKcssor, and 
your IBM* PC. • You’ll he using C I P con- 
fidently and profitably within hours. Designed 
for first-time users, C I P lets you create files, 
alter formats, and design reports visually. So 
simple! Yet C I P has the flexibilin’ to adapt to 


changes in your business and the power to grow along 
with your needs. • Ask your local IBM PC dealer to 
show you how C I P can keep inventory under control, 
manage mailing lists, WTite reports, calculate due dates, 
figure sales tax - in other words, take over the 
paperwork, while w« concentrate on running 
the busine.ss and increasing profits. C I P from 
Concentric Data Systems, 18 Lv'man Street, 
Wc.stboto, MA 0I58I, (617) 366 - 1122 . 
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The next generation of information managment sofhvare. 


C l P isa trademafk o( Concentric Data Systems, inc. 

IBM IS a registered trademark of International Business Machines. 




In the Hard Disk Jv 
^ Tallgrass Clears 


A Path 




jui\gle, Tallgrass clears 

a path by offering high performance, integrated 
mass storage solutions for the IBM® PC/XT, the 
T.I. Professional and related computers. 


Follow the Tallgrass path to your local computer 
dealer and watch your personal computer transform 
into a powerful data processing system. 

From $2,995.00 U.S. including integral tape backup. 

Available from COMPUTERLAND® Entre* 
Computer Centers, MicroAge® Computer 
Stores and other participating computer dealers. 


TALLGRASS INNOVATIVE FEATURES 


MASS STORAGE SYSTEMS with formatted 
HardFile™ capacities of 6, 12, 20, 35 and 70 Mb, 
all with built-in tape backup. 

CONVENIENT INTEGRAL TAPE BACKUP 
SYSTEM allows rapid tape "image" streaming, 
or incremental file-by-file backup and restore on 
ANSI standard inexpensive data cartridges, 
instead of the usual floppies, video cassettes, or 
low-capacity removable Winchester devices. 
NETWORK READY and fully compatible with 
networks such as PCnet®and EtherShareT“ 
HIGH RELIABILITY with dual directory and 
read-after-write verify options. A dedicated 
landing zone, where the read/write heads reside 
when the disk is idle, provides data protection 
during powerdowns and transportation. / 

EthnSture'*' b « f«Kist«red trademark ol 3Com Corp. 

PCoct* is a trademark of Orchid Technology « 

IBM* b a rcgbewcd mdemark of faitematiactal BtwimM Machines Co«p. 


New! 

IBM-XT Cartridge 
Tape Backup 

World Headquarters: Tall^ass Technologies Corp. / IllOO West 82rtd St . 
Overland Park. KS 66214/913-492-6002/Telex; 215406 TBYT UR 

Canadian Dlstributon: Mkro'Ware/440 Phillip St. 

Waterloo, Ontario N2L5R9/519-884-4541 

CompuServe71675 W. 8th St./Vancouver. B.C. V6J lV2/604*nV7783 

European Distributor: CPS Computer Group, LTD 
Birmingham, En^nd B276BH/(021) 70736^ 


Australian Headquarters: Tallgrass Technologies (Australia! t Five Dock Plaza. 
Suite 12/ SO Great North Road/ Five Dock/Sydney. N.S.W. 2046/(02) 712-2010 



■ Tallgrass 
Technologies 

Corporatkjn 
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Good things come in 2s. 

The DMP-40-2 is a good example. 


TWO PENS, poised and able, help you create 
vivid multicolor business graphics quickly and 
simply, or let you plot and draw different line 
widths for critical drafting applications. 

TWO FORMAT SIZES give you the freedom 
to generate vibrant graphics for reports and pre- 
sentations. The standard SV 2 x H" format is 
ideal for use in the report body, while the larger 
size is suitable for foldouts and photo reduc- 
tions. Both the standard and larger 1 1 x 17" for- 
mats are available in bond, vellum and acetate 
film (for colorful overlays or overhead trans- 
parencies). The two formats are interchangeable 
with drafting sizes A and B. No extra-cost ac- 
cessories are needed when plotting on different 
surfaces. 

TWO INTELLIGENCE LEVELS provide 
the flexibility to plot in either a ‘smart’or incre- 
mental mode. With internal firmware that oc- 
cupies 16-thousand bytes, the DMP-40-2 
borders on brilliance. It’s capable of automat- 
ically generating such complex figures as circles, 
arcs, ellipses and general curves with a single 
simple command. 


More software is tailored to the Houston In- 
strument DMP-40 Series than for any other 
plotter. Well over a hundred programs are avail- 
able, offered by scores of capable vendors. Each 
program has been configured in concert with 
Houston Instrument, so there are no rude sur- 
prises when you hit ‘return.’ Versatile programs 
for business graphics, investment analysis and 
computer-aided drafting are all available, with 
more added virtually on a daily basis. 

Choose 2 for the show, and treat yourself to 
superior multi-color graphics at a very ‘budget 
friendly*’ price. 

For the name, address and phone number of your 
nearest distributor or dealer, write Houston Instru- 
ment, 8500 Cameron Rd., Austin, Texas 78753. 
Phone 512-835-0900 or 800-531-5205 if outside 
Texas. In Europe contact Bausch & Lomb Belgium 
NV., Rochesterlaan 6, 8240 Gistel, Belgium. Tel. 
059-27-74-45, tlx 846-81399. 

houston instrument 

■Suggested US Retail $99$. 

Meets FCC class B requirements. UL Listed. 4P0iI 
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Alan? 

Commodofe 64? 
IBM-PC* 
Cartridge: 
Atari? 

Commodore 64* 


Vtm’Mgnw whh ««•. 


Scarborough Sysl 


25 N Broad wayiu/ Tarry town. New York 10591 
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i^ere are two beautiful ways to ^et small 
computers on line with the mainframe 
quickly, easily and economically— yours 
from DCA. home of the industry’s first co- 
axial cable links between small computers 
and IBM 3270 networks. 

IRMA" is the Decision Sup[X)rt Interface" that gets IBM Personal Computers and IBM 
PC XTs into the 3270 main.stream via direa attachment to 3274 or 3276 controllers. 

tKMA. IKMAUNH. 4nJ t>wi\Hin Suppim Intt-flAc 4n- ir«Jeni4rL» ot DmciuI CommunicdUtMU Avkx^^uivv Inc. 


MAIN 

FRAMt 

1 IBM 
-j 3705 


IRMA 

Sf 



IRMALINE'does the same for remote IBM PCs, IBM PC XTs. Apple Lisas and DEC 
Rainlx)ws, among others, with just a local phone call to a nearby 3270 controller. 

Both can go to work literally minutes out of the box. Both provide mainframe data 
access, selection and storage, and data communication back to the mainframe. 

Put first things first. Find out more about the DCA first family of 3270 micro/main- 
frame connections. For information, write DCA, 303 Technology Park. 

Norcross, Georgia 30092. Phone (404) 448-1400, TLX 261333 
DCA ATL. Or call us toll-free (800) 241-IRMA. 

Tlic new home of ERMA, IRMALINE and the rest of the TAC 
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IIl.M fCI 4m} IBM PC XT arc iradmiArlu o( Internationai Businru MachtfKs Corporation. Appk and Uu are trademarks of Apple Computer. Itk Rainhim ts a trademark of DiKiial Equipment Corpivation 



cScci* 

Digital Communcabons Associates lr>c 




HOUVTO 

GETAN 

IBMPC 

FORJUGT 

!t|995. 



The Chameleon by Seequa does everythinji an IBM 
PC does. For about $2000 less than an IBM. 

The Chameleon lets you run popular IBM software 
like Lotus® 1-2-3'“ and Wordstar.® It has a full 83 key 
keyboard just like an IBM. Disk drives like an IBM. And 
a bright 80 x 25 character screen just like an IBM. 

But it's not just the Chameleon’s similariUes to the 
IBM that should interest you. Its advantages should, too. 
The Chameleon ^llso has an 8 bit microprocessor that 


lets you run any of the 
thousands of CPM-SO" programs available. It comes 
complete with two of the b^t programs around, 
Perfect Writer'" and Perfect Calc.'" It’s portable. And 
you can plug it in and start computing the moment 
you unwrap it. 

So if you’ve been interested in an IBM personal 
computer, now you know where you can get one for 
$1995. Wherever they sell Chameleons. 


BUYAGHAMELEGM. 


The Chameleon by 



SEEQ UA 

COMPUTER 

CORPORATION 
H305 Telegraph Road 
Odenlon.MD 21113 


For the location of the Seequa dealer nearest you. 
call (800) 638-6066 or (301) 672-3600. 
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FEBRUARY 21, 1984 


In Computer Retailing, 
fod Goes With Beautiful 

Will “gas station on every comer” mentality spoil the booming hardware market? 

Are software margins too low for big profits at specialty shops? 


BY KAREN COOK 


NEW YORK — There's 
gcxxi news for computer re- 
tailers: Sales of computers 
and peripherals will increase 
30 percent annually over the 
next 5 years, from $12.4 hil- 
lion in 1983 to $47.5 billion 
in 1988. according to Future 
Computing. Inc. The per- 
sonal computer market re- 
search firm, near Dallas, 
says the outkxrk for software 
sales is even brighter. Soft- 
ware sales, increasing at 41 
percent a year, .should leap 
from $2.1 billion in 1983 to 
$12 billion by 1988. Fxirthcr- 
more. Future Computing 
predicts, a large chunk of the 
expanded software market 
could go to a new breed of 
computer store: the software 
specialty shop. 

In the computer industry, 
however, good times mean 
volatile limes. Even as com- 
puter sales boom, experts are 
warning that the number of 
computer retailers may have 
reached a saturation point. 
"It's approaching the level of 



A Miflntin' spniuhy store: lots tf hustle, but ore the nuirftius hi nil euounh? 


a gas station on every comer. 
When that happens, there's 
got to be an end to it," says 
William Coggshall. presi- 
dent of Software Access In- 
ternational. Inc., a Mountain 
View. California, micro- 
computer research firm. 
Software specialty shops, he 
believes, may face even 
more difficult times. 

There are currently about 
300 software-only stores in 
the United States, only one- 
tenth as many as there are 
hardware-oriented shops. 


Software shops account for 
only 1 percent of software 
sales, with the bulk of busi- 
ness going to mail order 
houses or general computer 
dealers. 

Those figures may be 
changing, however: Future 
Computing guesses that soft- 
ware speciality shops could 
have 28 pereent of the mar- 
ket by 1988. and several soft- 
ware specialty operations 
have announced big plans to 
expand in the next few years. 
"If anything, the Future 


Computing figures are con- 
servative." says Taylor R. 
Coleman, president of Soft- 
wareland Corporation, a 
Scottsdale, Arizona-based 
chain that recently got $4.5 
million in venture capital 
funding to build its stores 
on. 

Many industry analysts 
are less optimistic. Aaron 
Goldberg, research manager 
for International Data Cor- 
poration (IDC) in Los An- 
geles. puts it bluntly: 
“Purely non-value added re- 
tailing of software is a strat- 
egy for the poorhouse,” he 
says. As a result, according 
to one computer retailer, 
"most software only stores 
end up selling hardware un- 
der the counter. They enter 
the gray market." 

Non-value added retailing 
is the kind of selling that gets 
done in bookstores or super- 
markets — places where 

there are many goods to 
choose from, but little sales 
help or extra service 
provided by the store. 

(cotUinutd) 
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According to Goldberg 
and other analysts, non- 
value added retailing is one 
of two marketing strategies 
the software dealers have to 
choose from: Either they can 
sell software packages at rel- 
atively low price — in which 
case they can expect low 
margins and will probably 
not be able to offer extensive 
sales support — or they can 
sell and train people to use 
expensive, specialized pack- 
ages. With the second strat- 
egy. retailers have lower 
volume and higher overhead 
than with the first, but the 
profit margins are higher 
with customized software. 

Software retailing offers 
several advantages over 
hardware retailing: Software 
is easier to distribute than 
heavy, fragile machines, and 
less often in short supply; it 
also costs much less to build 
up an inventory of software 
than it does to buy compu- 
ters. 

Selling software from a 

storefront is a more expen- 
sive proposition than it at 
first appears, however. Even 
though margins on software 
packages average .15 per- 
cent. store owners must pay 
rent and wages and purchase 
computers for giving soft- 
ware demonstrations. 

"If 1 sell one $4,000 ma- 
chine a day in a computer 
store, and my margin is 30 
percent. 1 still have $1,200 
gross profit. But if I sell two 
things in a software store and 
they are $400 packages that I 
make 40 percent on. I still 
only made $320 gross profit 
on the day." Goldberg says. 

Goldberg believes soft- 
ware stores that offer exten- 
sive training programs or 
that will tailor software to 
customer needs have a 


chance of survival. However, 
it may take a while before 
computer users are willing to 
invest large amounts in ex- 
pensive software. 

"The best selling retail 
software is less expensive 
software." Goldberg says. 
"People have a hard lime as- 
signing a lot of value to in- 
tangible objects, and soft- 
ware doesn't seem to be 
worth anything. People 
don’t want to go to software 
stores and pay list price 
when they could send away 
to mail order houses and 
save $300." 

Software shoppers might 
also go to large bookstore 
chains, which may .soon add 
software to their shelves, or 
acquire software through 
various methods of elec- 
tronic distribution, either in 
stores or at home. 

Coleman of Softwareland 
isn’t worried that bookstores 
will get much of his busi- 
ness. "They will only be sell- 
ing the top ten. well-known 
packages, and they won’t 
support them." he says. 

Coggshall of Software 
Access remembers that "in 
earlier experiments in the 
bookstores they never sold a 
copy of VisiCalc." Since 
business and accounting 


packages represent the fast- 
est growing and highest 
priced segment of the soft- 
ware market, "that may help 
the software-only stores." 
the analyst says. 

Widespread and effective 
electronic distribution is 
probably several years in the 
future. "It makes great cock- 
tail party conversation." 
scoffs Coleman. "But how 
are they going to download 
increasingly large, complex 
programs? How will they 
distribute documentation'.’’’ 
Even Coggshall. who thinks 
electronic distribution is 
promising, admits he hasn’t 
seen a "practical" system — 
yet. 

So far. reports from the 
software retailing field are 
mixed. Softwaire Centre In- 
ternational. founded in Los 
Angeles in 1981. now has 53 
stores in 20 states and claims 
to be the largest software re- 
tailing chain. It al.so has one 
prestige contract: Softwaire 
Centre will be providing 
software for the U.S. gov- 
ernment’s new General Ser- 
vices Administration (GSA) 
computer supply stores. 

Softwareland started out 
with a big splash at Comdex 
(a dealer’s convention) in the 
spring of 1983. but quickly 


got embroiled in a suit with 
ComputerLand over trade- 
mark rights to the word 
"land" in its name. That suit 
is still dragging through the 
courts. ("Justice delayed is 
Justice denied." says Cole- 
man.) 

Softwareland has fewer 
than ten stores in the South- 
west. but Coleman still in- 
sists the company will have 
several hundred franchised 
stores by the end of 1986. 
"You have to give the cus- 
tomer base time to develop." 
Coleman .says. "The market 
for software is 4 to 6 years 
behind the market for hard- 
ware. but it’s taking off 
now." 

Even so. Coleman con- 
cedes that more than half of 
his revenues come from non- 
software items: magazines, 
books, paper — and gray- 
area peripherals. like 
printers and plotters. 

For computer retail stores 
that emphasize hardware, 
too. opportunity is accom- 
panied by risk. Riture Com- 
puting identified 3.152 full 
time computer stores at the 
end of 1983. up from 2.479 
in the second quarter. Count- 
ing retailers that sell compu- 
ters as a sideline and fran- 
chise stores that have been 
paid for. but not yet opened 
for business, the number of 
stores could be closer to 
5.0(X). 

"In some areas, you see 
four or five computer stores 
on the same block." says 
Goldberg, who likens the 
computer business to the 
stereo business in 1975 — the 
year before it went bust. 
"There was a tremendous 
fast-growth periixl in hi-fi." 
Goldberg recalls. Then the 
market matured, a number of 
large chains went out of busi- 
ness or reorganized, and 
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sales dropped. "I think that's 
a phenomenon we're going 
to see again." he says. 

Future Computing classi- 
fies computer dealerships in 
four different categories: 
single-location independents 
(the "mom and pop" opera- 
tions); multi-location inde- 
pendents (company-owned 
chains, but without national 
marketing plans); company- 
owned chains, which in- 
clude Busincssland and 
Sears Business Systems 
Centers; franchise opera- 
tions. like ComputerLand 
and Entre; and computer 
manufacturer-owned chains, 
like IBM's. DEC'S, and 
Tandy's Radio Shack stores. 

Of these groups, multi-lo- 
cation independent stores 
and single-location indepen- 
dent stores are the least 
known and the most 
watched. Together they 
make up almost 40 percent 
of the market, but both 
slipped some in lOS.^. If the 
marketplace is glutted, 
stores in these categories 
will probably feel the crunch 
first: If competition or costs 
increase too much, single or 
even multi-location indepen- 
dents may join franchises, 
sell out to company chains, 
or simply fold. 

Franchises make up the 
biggest segment of the retail 
market, and they moved up 
from 21.9 percent of the mar- 
ket in the second quarter of 
1983 to 25 percent by year 
end. according to Future 
Computing. They did so 
largely on the strength of 
ComputerLand and Entre. 
which are adding 10 to 12 
stores a month each. 

ComputerLand. (Hay- 
ward. California). with 
about 600 stores and over SI 
billion in sales, is rolling in 
cash these days, according to 


knowledgeable observers. 
Entre Computer Centers. 
Inc., the second largest fran- 
chise. is still climbing de- 
spite its 127 stores. Over half 
of that 2-year-old company's 
S8 million in sales in liscal 
1983 came from a combina- 
tion store and market re- 
search center in its McLean. 
Virginia. headquarters. 
Only 26 percent of revenues 
came from the royalties fran- 
chises sent in. Another 19 


Disk of Horrors 


percent of sales came from 
one-time only franchise 
fees. Entre went public in 
December, raising some SIO 
million from sales of stock. 

Although they make up 
only 12.5 percent of the mar- 
ket. "there has been a real 
push in company-owned 
chains to increase the num- 
ber of locations." says Alice 
Brown, vice president for 
Future Computing's retail 
market group. Instead of 


having franchisees paying 
for each new shop, com- 
panies must support expen- 
sive new stores with their 
own capital. By nature, 
then, they grow more slowly 
than franchise operations. 
"We prefer it this way." says 
Suzie Crocker, director of 
communications for Busi- 
nessland. Inc. “We can 
maintain quality control and 
we can attract good people 
by promising them a future 
in the organization.” she ex- 
plains. 

Company-owned chains 
can be distinguished from 
mere multi-location inde- 
pendents by their ambition, 
says Brown of Future Com- 
puting. As an example, sbe 
eites Houston-based Com- 
puteiCraft, Inc. The firm 
started with only a couple of 
stores, expanded throughout 
Texas, and recently opened a 
store in Memphis. "They 
have definitely become a 
company-owned chain be- 
cause they have a eentral ne- 
gotiating point with multiple 
locations and a very aggres- 
sive stance for future plan- 
ning." Brown says. 

Another fast mover is 
CompuShop. Inc., with 40 
stores, Joe Harmon, vice 
president for merchandising, 
says that careful distribution 
is the key to his company’s 
growth. CompuShop tries to 
open new stores along what 
he lables wide-bodied jet 
routes, so that new equip- 
ment can be delivered from 
the company's Dallas head- 
quarters' warehouse at rea- 
sonable freight rates. Har- 
mon refuses to divulge more 
strategy than that. 

The company-owned 
chain with a difference is 
Businessland, which has 
opted toward a complete ser- 
vice for the business com- 



We've heard variations on the following horror story so often 
that it may be the computer age's equivalent of rumors about 
alligators in New York City's sewers. Richard Mclucci. of 
South Setauket. New York, claims that it really happened to 
him, so gather around the campfire and listen closely to his 
tale... 

"It was a hot and muggy night. I had been working for 
hours on a BASIC program with my Seequa Chameleon (an 
IBM PC-compatible portable). I tcxik a short break — about 
15 minutes — and returned to the machine, made a few more 
revisions, and told the computer to save the file. Its response 
was. 'Disk read error. Abort Retry, or Ignore',’' 

"I was mad! This always happens to me. I tried putting in a 
fresh disk. Same result. Then the computer evicted me from 
BASIC — my revisions were gone! 

"I tried a more desperate solution: I turned the computer 
off and waited a few seconds. When 1 turned it back on I was 
greeted by Cassette BASIC. I turned it off and tried again. 
Still Cassette BASIC. Why wouldn't my disk drive reboot? 

“I opened the A: drive's door and cautiously pulled out the 
system disk. I looked at it in shock — there on its hub ring was 
the remains of a smashed insect! What if the rest of the 
creature was splattered all over the disk drive's delicate head? 

"I crossed my fingers, then inserted a clean copy of the 
system disk. I pressed Ctrl. ..Alt, ..Del. ..HOORAY! My ma- 
chine had returned safely from the twilight zone." 

We're glad there was a happy ending to Richard Malucci's 
suspenseful story. As students of nature, though, we're not 
surprised that a Chameleon would try to swallow a bug. ■ 
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Multifunction/Multiprocessing 



Communications 


The INTELUWVT Choice 


Packed with ALL the popular features: 

• Up to a 256 Kilobyte Memory Expansion, 
optional in 64K blocks. 

• Clock/Calendar with long-life battery 
backup (choose replaceable or 
optional rechargeable battery). 

• Parallel Port for use with IBM/Epson 
and most other pareUlel printers 
(addressable as LPT1 : or LPT2:) 

• TWO (2) Serial Ports iicfrlrnni[|j^iff '' 

COM1: and COM2:, OR intfr-gyinh"" 
extended port addre^ng tQ^nfigun 
for serial devices other than!i^M1 : and 
COM2: (i.e. pointing davlce^^aphics 
tablets, etc.) 

• Baby Blue II is fully compatible IL 
PC, the PC/XT and other compatiS^, incli 
ing the Texas Instruments Professibrail 
Computer. 

Not just another DUMB multlfuncUoirl 

With all that hardware to manage, we think a 
should have a brain. You won't find this feature ... „... 
boards -they may look pretty, but they can be pretty^ 
boring once you get them home. Baby Blue II is actually a 
second computer inside your PC, built around the high-^ 
speed Z-80B microprocessor. 

• Background Processing: 

Compile, assemble, sort, calculate, 
communicate or print-all in the 
background, while you and your PC 
continue to work on other tasks in the 
foreground Because it is a separ- 
ate computer. Baby Blue II performs 
these functions without slowing down 
your PC, helping you to do more work 
in less time. 

• Autostart at Preset Time; 

Baby Blue II can begin any task, even 
a background operation, at a specific 
time by consulting the onboard real- 
time clock. 

• CP/M Capability: 

Baby Blue II offers instant access to 
the vast CP/M-80 library of mature, 
professional software for every con- 
ceivable application. 

• Dual Ported Memory and I/O: 

You can use Baby Blue ll's memory, 
ports and clock as ordinary enhance- 
ments to your PC. Or, you can let our 
Z-80 microprocessor control the board 
directly, for truly independent back- 
ground operation. 


All this and SOFTwAffi too 

System utilities 

PDQ RAMdisk Software: create a FAST 
pseudo-disk drive of any size in available 
system RAM. The DOS 2.0 version lets 
you change the size of your RAMdisk 
from the keyboard. 

Print Buffer/Spooler: a TRUE print 
spooler: the Z-80 buffers and manages 
printing independent of your PC. Unlike 
other so-called “spoolers”, this one 
won’t stop your printer or slow you down 
when you start another job. 

Clock Software: sets Baby Blue ll's clock 
and initializes the system clock at boot 
time-never type the time and date again! 


Smart Terminal Emulator Package (STEP): 
talk to other microcomputers or connect 
to larger host computers, as an asyn- 
chronous terminal through Baby Blue ll's 
serial ports. Unlike other "smart termi- 
nal” programs, STEP offers full emula- 
tion of popular video display terminals 
(the standard package includes Tele- 
video 950 and Hazeltine 1500. 

IBM 3101, DEC VTIOO and many others 
are optionally available). You can send 
or receive text files, and with STEP'S 
unique Sessions Menu, changing your 
configuration is a keystroke away. 

BSTAM File Transfer Utility: Transmit and 
Receive text, HEX, and binary files (in- 
cluding .COM files) without errors and 
without fuss. BSTAM is easy to use, with 
all configuration parameters handled 
transparently under STEP. 



Baby Blue]I(64K installed) $ 695. 


CP/M-80 compatibility 


QUALITY you can count on . . . 


Baby Blue Conversion Software: 
Microlog’s famous CP/M Emulator turns 
CP/M-80 programs into PC-DOS pro- 
grams for fast, efficient execution on 
Baby Blue II. Completely transparent 
operation using standard PC-DOS com- 
mands-freely mix PC-DOS with CP/M 
programs and text/data files on the same 
PC-DOS disks. 

Convert: supports bidirectional file 
transfer between PC-DOS and popular 
CP/M disk formats. 

Keyfix: automates your keyboard with 54 
programmable function keys for CP/M 
programs, eliminating tedious typing 
chores (max. 80 characters per key). 


Microlog is in the business of producing high quality, intelligent 
computer peripherals. Extensive factory testing gives our 
products one of the highest reliability rates in the 
industry. The finest components, connectors, and 
multi-layer PC board design, ensure years of 
trouble-free operation. We back all our 
products with a 90 day warranty and full 
technical support. t 

For more information on Baby Blue II and 
other fine Microlog products, see your 
microcomputer dealer or contact us: 




A TU INTMNATIONAI COMPANY 


Microlog, Inc. 

222 Route 59 orcle 516 on reader service card 
Suffern, N.Y. 10901 
(914) 368-0353 

' ' eiioiu UlMAlM Inr 



B«by eiua II It • irMcmark of Microiog. Inc 
CP/M <t ■ '•gititred Irtdamark of Digital Rataar 
BSTAM It a iradamarh of Byrom Softwara. Inc 
IBM It a (radamark of you know wtio 


©1M3 Microiog, Inc. 




IF YOU HAVE 

MAILING LISTS 

YOU NEED 

ass* 

IBM -PC XEROX 

IBM-XT ZENITH 

NEC ALTOS 

CROMEMOO 

and most other micro-computers 


complete system with manuab $199.95 

Manuals Only: $45 

Add UPS lor all COD shipments, 
/mmerf/afe shioment is available. 
1165 BARBARA DRIVE 
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08003 
(609) 429 - 3838 (609) 428 - 6701 




Completely MENU-Driven. 

NO complicated languages to learn. 

No need to buy a "high-lever' language. 
Runs Directly in PC-Dos, CP/M, or Cromix 


✓ STORES, SORTS, PRINTS, and RETRIEVES 

W by 10 data fields & 

14 on/off membership codes 
(or EACH name/address entered 


Works with MicroPro's WORDSTAR 
^ and MAILMERGE for easy form letters 




Labels, Envelopes & Mailing lists 
at the push of a key 


s/ 


User-changeable field names and 
screens tor easy customization 


Copiable disk for back-up 


Multiple files for maintaining 
numerous separate mailing lists 




Up to 32,000 names per list. 

(depending on disk capacity) 




Runs on floppy and/or hard disks 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

INFOWORLD: "Mass Mailer can help eliminate the source of frustration (in 
maintaining mailing lists). . . Mass Mailer is an afforidable alternative for sorting, 
splitting and merging nearly any type of data... Designed to handle large-volume 
mailing lists. . . sorting easily meets U.S. Postal Service bulk mail requirements. . You 
should consider its application to your personal records and to the retrieval of 
nearly any type of data. You can rename labels and categories of information 
codes. As a result, lists of parts, inventory of collectibles, books loaned to friends 
and other types of data lists can work on the Mass Mailer system. Alternative 
Software's published claims for this product are realistic, and you can expect the 
program to execute all routines as expected. The Mass Mailer print routine has 
been designed with the consumer in mind. You can select to print all or part of a 
file, determine the exact number of copies for each record and specify the format. 
With additional commands, you can customize the envelopes, labels, or mailing lists 
to meet your application needs. In all tests of this procedure, the print routine 
performed efficiently and flawlessly. Mass Mailer is well protected from spurious 
errors you might make while using the program. As a result, it is impossible to 
contribute to system failure. . The information in the manual is presented in an 
interesting, easy-to-read style." October 10, 1983 

ALTERNATIVE SOFTWARE, INC. 

1165 BARBARA DRIVE. CHERRY HILL. NEW JERSEY 08003. (609) 429-3838 (609) 428-6701 



CIRCLE 633 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Copyrighted material 



PC NEWS 


Retailing (tontinueJ) I 

munity. The company, 
which packages business 
systems compiled from sev- 
eral manufactcrers, courts 
corporate customers with 
high-class service and posh 
decor. "Their salesmen greet 
you in the parking lot and 
they'll go to your office. 
That's not retailing, that's di- 
rect sales." complains a 
competitor. 

Businessland has high 
overhead, reportedly $1 mil- 
lion per store, and has yet to 
make a profit after 2 years. 
But the company recently 
sold a $50 million public 
stock offering, so its presi- 
dent. David Norman, for- 
merly with the market re- 
search firm, Dataquest, can 
afford to wait for success. 

Market share for man- 
ufacturer-owned chains 
slipped from 24.5 percent in 
the second quarter to 20.1 
percent at the end of Decem- 
ber. One big reason for the 
drop was Xerox's decision to 
sell its stores to the Genra 
Group, a Dallas venture cap- 
ital group led by ex-Xerox 
executives. 

Another factor was the 
slowdown at Tandy Corpora- 
tion's Radio Shack stores, 
Tandy continues to add 
Computer Centers, but at a 
reduced pace; it opened only 
260 in 1983, as compared to 
388 in 1981. In the past, 
Tandy has been hampered by 
its devotion to its own oper- 
ating systems, which have 
limited software. Recently 
Tandy introduced MS-DOS 
compatible Tandy TRS-80 
Model 2000 which is in- 
tended to spruce up sales. 

IDC analyst Goldberg 
says Tandy's hidden strength 
is its truly national network 
of stores. “We may be reach- 
ing saturation levels of com- 


puter stores in the urban 
areas on the coasts, the high- 
tech cities, and even the 
more affluent suburbs. Rural 
or less urban areas may hold 
some promise — and Tandy 
stores are in small towns al- 
ready," he says. 

Finally, of course, there 
are the 57 manufacturer- 
owned IBM Product Cen- 
ters , each with a direct line to 
the hottest selling family of 
computers in any town — the 
PCs. IBM has the resources 
and the products to support a 


IBM has begun to rein- 
force the U.S. border-police 
with trademark and 
copyright information to 
protect against an antici- 
pated flood of Personal Com- 
puter lookalikes and pirates 
that are currently widely cir- 
culated in the Par East. 

Counterfeit PCs are cur- 
rently commonplace in 
Hong Kong where they are 
sold for as little as $600. and 
in some cases the whitc/gray 
boxes even carry an IBM 
logo. At the time IBM offi- 
cials denied knowledge of 
any counterfeits and an inter- 
nal IBM investigation re- 
vealed that the company 
hadn't taken precautionary 
measures stateside by equip- 
ping customs with trademark 
and copyright details that 
would be used to intercept 
fraudulent products before 
they entered the country. 

Now IBM has sued a 
Hong Kong micro manufac- 
turer for copyright infringe- 


huge consumer retail opera- 
tion — if it wants one. 

IBM's consumer opera- 
tion makes other retailers 
nervous. As always, rumors 
abound that Big Blue may 
change its operating sys- 
tems — hurting compatible 
manufacturers — or reduce 
its distribution to dealers in 
favor of its own Product Cen- 
ters. 

Sinee most retailers admit 
depending on IBM for more 
than 50 percent of their 
sales, a more exclusive IBM 


ments and has registered two 
copyrighted manuals — IBM 
Personal Computer BASIC 
and IBM PC DOS 1.0. as 
well as its trademark with 
customs officials. Mean- 
while, the company has 20 
additional copyright applica- 
tions pending in the regis- 
tration files of the Entry 
Licensing and Restrictive 
Merchandise Branch of U.S, 
Customs. All the applica- 
tions, which will require 3 
months of processing, are ei- 
ther software or manual re- 
lated. 

A customs source ac- 
knowledged that all the IBM 
copyrights had been filed 
since he was first contacted 
by PC Magazine several 
months ago. He added that 
they had not been prompted 
by the surfacing of counter- 
feit PCs in the United States. 
"As yet. no counterfeit PC 
seizures have been made.” 
he said. 

The Customs procedure 


marketing policy would hurt 
many dealers. “A lot of 
stores are basing their expan- 
sion plans on the sales of 
IBM compatibles, and that 
scares me." says Coggshall 
of Software Access, who 
warns investores to think 
carefully about such factors 
before investing in computer 
retail companies. 

“Of course it's risky to 
base all your business on 
IBM." Harmon says. “In this 
market, however, it's a lot 
riskier not to." ■ 


follows the lead of Apple 
Computer, Inc., which has 
used the tactic to intercept 
Apple II knockoffs that are 
reaching U.S. borders by the 
thousands each month. 
However, at least one domes- 
tic research group now pre- 
dicts that, unlike its micro 
competitor Apple. IBM may 
decide against fighting the 
relentless Far East knockoff 
machinery — that reproduces 
everything from micros to 
designer watches — and actu- 
ally license its low-cost com- 
petition instead. 

This was one of several 
conclusions reached by In- 
ternational Resource De- 
velopment Inc. (IRD), a 
market research firm in Nor- 
walk, Connecticut, which is- 
sued a report entitled “Far 
Eastern Vendor Strategies 
for U.S. Microcomputer 
Markets,” in late 1983. 

According to IRD presi- 
dent Kenneth G. Bosom- 

(continued) 


PC Clone Fight — Maybe 

But, there’s a question whether IBM will follow Apple in 
prosecuting the counterfeit PC manufacturers. 

BY MARTIN PORTER 
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LOW COST MEMORY — AVAILABLE NOW! 



ADW\NCED 
=^CX]MPUTER 
<»UCTS 


Serving Computer Professionals Since 1976 




HARDWARE 


♦■■SIX PACK " 

P.t4 SP064SPC (64K. S, P. C) 

COex ExtaryMrCwit 4( 

Prototype Card 6$ 

HERCULES 
HarcuiM Qrapne Card 
MOUSE SVSTShS Moum tor IBM 


PCRSYST Spactrum (I 


QUADRAM Ouadboard (sa-asSK) 

I P"tt 064. 64X «'4 lunctmt 

OuadUnk Appia Cwd f 

Quadbovd64K 
lAcrotaiar Pnm Buftor MP-64 
Ouadervoma (Hma RGB) 

MXON PC212A Modem PO i 

I SSM TranamoOam 1200 
USl MiAMHplay C«d 
VISTA "'MuMeard'"' (an. 64-2S6K) 
P'N V<I64 (64K. cai. S. P) 3 
Ptt V-2S6 (2S6K. CA. S. ^ i 

a-Maxtoard'" (up 10 $76K) 

P^H V-57S64K 
P'N V-S76-576K 

a"PC Maatar" (10 lO) 4 

I a"PC EatanPtr"’ (up to 10 k/O) 2 

a-DialBttoator 

ar ThMIfta Dm 
aV1200 6JMbC 




COEX SOFT aoeps 

OYNAX DMsywheei 
SILVER REEO 

EXPSOO ia2Colunw 
STAR MCROMCS • NEW 
Gemini lOX t20cp8 
Gemini 15 15* 

EPSON FX80 

FXtOO 

BROTHER HR-l fiMC 
OAtSTWRITER 

TTX Daisywheel 

NEC Spnvnter 3550 

IBM K to Parallel Cable 

$299 $199 
525 

649 

399 319 

599 469 

699 549 

895 749 

1195 895 

1495 1295 
549 
1875 
60 39 

MON IT 

DRS 

ADIDEK CORP 

300 Green 12" 

310 Amber 12* 

Color 1 CornpositBHitachi 

Color II RGB Hi-Re* 

BMC 

12* Green 

PfBHCETON GRAPHICS 
RGB IBM Lookalike 

$199 $155 

210 175 

399 339 

899 865 

129 69 

700 $45 



DVSAN SVr* SS SD 
OVSAN SV«- DS SO 

IBM S' •' SS SO 
IBMS'i'SSDO 
VERBATIM 526-01 SS 
VERBATIM 550-01 OS 
MAXEU MDl SS 

MAXELL MD2 OS 

File Storaoe Box 5V«* (80 
BULK SPECIAL SS 

With Sleeve and Box 

KVSSS $36 

1d«5 46 

1060 43 

1G85 47 

1<V45 23 

10/65 34 

1060 29 

1060 39 

disks) 19 

10/25 19 

100/195 149 




I COMPUCASLE 

Keyboard A Drive Covers (sat) 
CURTIS 
PC Pedestal 

PCS or OuadcTtrome Adaptor 
Vertical PC System Slarto 
IBM Mono Exiension Cable 


The Orange (on 
The Lime 

I IRTEL 8067 1C 
KOALA PAD 
KRAFT JoystKh IMt 
RAM EXPAmMON 
I6K Motherboard (16 Cs) 
64K Memory Exp (9 IC's) 


TIME SHARE SERVICES 


SOFTWARE 


dBASE II 

»399°° 

Condor 

»389°° 

SuperCalc 

^99°° 

SuperCalc 2 

79°° 

Multiplan 

M89°° 

Wordstar 

^299°° 

Lotus 1-2-3 

Call! 

T. K. Solver! 

Call! 

Flight Simulator 

$4500 

Context MBA 

Call! 

Computer 
■novations 
C86C Compiler 

»369°° 

Copy II Plus 

»32°° 

Visiword 

$289°° 


Digital Research 

I Pascal MT ^ 86 $295.00 

I Concurrent CP/M 66 260.00 

|CBASIC86 149.00 

Plus More Great 
Software Values 
In Our 

I 1983 Catalog! 
Send For 
Your Copy NOW. 




If You’re Thinking iBM PC”, 

READ THIS! 


COEX Combocard II 

★ 64K to 256K RAM 

★ ASYNC Serial Port 

★ Clock/Calen(jar w/NiCad Backup 

★ Parallel Printer Port 

★ RAMDisk Software 

★ Spooler Software 


00 




64 K ,*229 


256K ,*399°° 

Zero “K” Version Available Only $199.00 

PLUS! . . .with Purchase of either 
Memory card above 

SUPERCALC " only $89.00 (195.00 value) 

Disk Emulator FREE 

Print Spooler FREE 

ACP PC “FEATURE OF THE MONTH” 

1. DtSKMASTER *. Disk Controller for IBM PC or XT adds both 5'// and BT 

floppy drives. Oxnplete with Software. Same card can also handle List ACP 
the Amtyn 6.2 Mb Carindge Add-on Subsystem $299 $199 

2. VISTA 1200 with DISKMASTER - $999 

3. MAR SUP’R EXTENDER"*". IBM PC A }CT Expansion Chassis wrth (6) Slots. Power | 

Supply and Fan. Your pncelll only $439.00. You cannot afford to live without one. 


DISK DRIVES 


Cl<»s \ 



TANDON 100-2 

PC Compatible • Double Sided 

$28900 


TOSHIBA 'A High 

PC Compatible • Double Sided 

$24900 


I HAVES 

Smartmodem 300 
PC Modem SofTarar* 1.3 (above) 
Smartmodem 1200 
PC Software 1 .4C (above) 
Smartmodem 12006 
Smarloom II 

Smartmodem to IBM Cable 


TfRMSj MO CMtM>‘« Cr«d> Bam Wee PawiM mecM 
alow 3 week* lor prooeaerrg Induds Orrvart Ucenee artd credi 
card #t V«i. AMEX C8 add 3% «*nnca charge Add 3% 
ifMppmg a hanOng or $2 50. nrhchaier a graalar Add 10% lor 
Iwayierdara or US P a rcel Poe MdudaTaiatfwnenumMt NO 
COO* Puces sutyeci lo change wHhoid noaee Some Hems 
subiaci to pnor aaM Wa raaarve me nghi 10 tubaMuie menu- 
lacturer Raiai pncM may vary We are not an aunontad IBM 


MAIL ORDER: P.O. Box 17329 Irvifti, CA 92713 
Retsil: 1310 E. Edingsr, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
(714) 558-8813 
542 W. Trlmbl*, San Jost, CA 95131 1 
(4081 948-7010 


800 - 854-8230 

TWX 

910 - 595-1565 


64K MEMORY + P.S.C. $223.00 


CIRCLE 125 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


SEND FOR YOUR FREE 1983 CATALOG! 
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IBM Isn't King 
in UK PC Market 

Victor with ACT Sirius gets headstart on 
IBM PC in Britain, consultant says. 


Clone (continued) 
worth, "IBM is looking at 
the relative lack of success 
Apple has had fighting pi- 
racy. They might choose 
against a fruitless 5-year 
path in the courts or they 
might attempt to provide 
some element of control." 

That control. Bosom- 
worth speculates, would 
entail licensing its technol- 
ogy — a move IBM has suc- 
cessfully followed with its 
mainframe line — and thus 
receiving a royally for every 
Far Eastern PC lookalikp 
sold. The IRD report con- 
cludes: 

“Such a licensing program 
would not hurt IBM in the 
short term, because demand 
for the PC is continuing to 
exceed IBM’s production; 
however, the Taiwan-built 
PC clones could be ‘bad 
news' for sueh U.S. vendors 
as Compaq. Columbia, 
Texas Instruments. Apple, 
and Radio Shack, all of 
whom market PC-compati- 
ble equipment or are ex- 
pected to announce it soon. 
Some of the Taiwan-built PC 
clones will sell for less than 
half of IBM’s price." 

The reputed poor quality 
of these Oriental-made 
goods has often been touted 
as an argument in favor of 
domestically manufactured 
products. However, ever 
since the derisive tag "Made 
In Japan" has been turned 
into a compliment, the mar- 
keting attack no longer holds 
with either manufacturers or 
consumers. Bosomworth’s 
research staff concurs: 

“In Asia you can’t get 
away with putting out rub- 
bish the way you would 10 
years ago. Quality control 
seems to be quite good and 
in some cases the consumers 
seem to prefer their prod- 


ucts." 

The IRD report adds that 
“it is not yet clear whether 
the PC copies will be viewed 
as superior to the products of 
IBM’s Boca Raton plant; to 
most buyers the major attrac- 
tion of the clones may be the 
price and availability advan- 
tages. In any case, U.S. 
buyers of microcomputers 
are likely to be buying 
rapidly increasing numbers 
of micros built in the Far 
East, some of which will 
have familiar American 
names on them." 

Meanwhile, many ol the 
Far East manufacturers are 
becoming so reputable that 
they are now prime candi- 
dates to manufacture (or 
OEM. in the trades) micros 
for domestic firms. IRD re- 
ports “strong rumors" that 
one Korean company. Gold 
Star. will manufacture 
AT&T’s first entry into the 
micro computer mar- 
ketplace. a 32-bit super- 
micro expected to be intro- 
duced during the first quarter 
of 1984. This will be the first 
in an anticipated series of 
four machines the divested 
phone company will an- 
nounce this year which will 
also include a low-cost home 
computer. 

To date IBM hasn’t tapped 
its Far East assembly and 
manufacture resources for its 
Personal Computer, though 
an inconspicuous “Made in 
Taiwan" stamp is on the back 
of any PC monitor. IRD 
speculates, though, that the 
forthcoming IBM portable 
computer may be the first PC 
product to indeed be entirely 
manufactured overseas, the 
result of an agreement be- 
tween the eompany and the 
Japanese electronics giant 
Matsushita made 2 years 
ago. ■ 


The whole world doesn’t 
worship at the altar of the 
IBM PC... at least not yet, 
according to David Ferris of 
the Ferrin Corporation con- 
sulting firm. 

Britain is one country 
where exposure to the PC is 
lagging by about a year, said 
Ferris, who just returned 
from the Computing Work- 
shop. the United Kingdom’s 
equivalent to the National 
Computer Conference. 

“In the U.S., both IBM 
and Radio Shack have had 
major penetration, but so far, 
both have had a much 
smaller share of the action in 
the U.K.," he said. 

This is not to underesti- 
mate IBM’s prowess in the 
British market. A survey by 
the Ferrin company showed 
that large British companies 
are now trying to standardize 
on the IBM PC. much as 
American firms have. 

While it’s not the market 
leader in Britain, the IBM 
PC is making a respectable 
showing as the number two 
best-selling 16-bit computer 
there. Number one is the 
ACT Sirius (Britain’s version 
of the Victor 9000). 

"The ACT offers more for 
the businessman in this 
country," said British jour- 
nalist Maggie Burton, who 
writes about computers. “It 
was Number One in the mar- 
ket months before the IBM 
began to appear." 


PC-compatible equipment 
is showing up on distribu- 
tors’ shelves. Burton said, 
but British consumers are 
wary of systems that claim 
compatibility and yet only 
offer similar disk formats or 
operating systems. 

The British wariness ex- 
tends to most computer pur- 
cha.ses. The Ferrin company 
survey showed most busi- 
nesses there are waiting for 
the competing manufac- 
turers to fight it out for mar- 
ket supremacy before they 
make any major purchases. 

Ferris observes that Brit- 
ish corporations have u.sed 
the delay in the introduction 
of the PC to their advan- 
tage — letting American 

companies do product test- 
ing for them. 

Unlike in the U.S., where 
most early computer users 
were what Ferris terms 
“enthusiasts," British com- 
puter fanatics who are ob- 
sessed with the technology 
are very few by comparison. 
The majority of potential 
users there are interested in 
using them to perform tasks, 
not in learning how they do 
the job. 

While the U.S. computer 
market has trickled down 
from the “enthusiasts" to 
mainstream users, that kind 
of penetration hasn’t yet hap- 
pened in England. “PCs 
haven’t exploded yet... so to 
speak," Ferris said. ■ 
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DISCOUNT PRICES 
No Hidden Charges 


AST SixPakPlus 



W/64K 


(Each Additional 64K For $59) 
(Optional Game Port $25) 



Upgradable To 384K Bytes One Year Warranty 

I/- Clock Calendar i-- Free Software 

Parallel Port Super Disk 

Serial Port ^ Super Spooler 


Disk Drives 


Qume Drives 


• Qume 142A 


Halt Height. Double Sided 

40TRK,48TPI 

’229 

Shugart Drives 


SA 455 


Halt Heighi. Double Sided 

40TRK,48TPI 

’229 

Tandon Drives 


TM 100-2 

514" Double Sided 

40TRK.48TPI 

’235 

Control Data Drives 


» COC 9409 

SVi'* Double Sided 

40TRK.48TPI 

’235 

H Monitors 


Princeton Monitor 

(80X25 Lines) 

’499 

Amdek color i 

’329 

AmdekslOA 

’175 

Amdek 300 A 

’169 

Amdek 300 G 

’159 


1 Boards 


Quad Coior i 

’239 

Quad Color II 

(Add On) 

’229 

USi Muitidisplay 

’439 

Hercuies Graphic Card 

’389 

Maynard Controiier 

’179 

Maynard Controiier 

W/Parallel Port 

’229 

STB Rio Pius 

’Call 

AST Boards 

’Call 

Software 



Ashton-Tate 

Friday 

D Base II 

Softword 

Multimate 

Micro Pro 
Wordstar 
Professional Pack 
(WS. SS. MM) . . 

Lotus 

1-2-3 . 

Norton Utilities 
Soft Style 

Set FX 


*189 

$399 


Digital Research 

CP/M 86 


Rosesoft 

ProKey 3.0 


Printers 


Epson: 

RXSOdOOCPS. PAR-IO") 


RX80FT 

FX SO (160 CPS . PAR-IO") 


FX too (160 CPS. PAR-1S") 

Star-MIcronics: 

O*minFt0X(t20CPS. PAR-10") 


«Call 

’Call 

«Call 

’Call 


Gemlnt-1SX(120CPS. PAR 15") 

Okidata: 

ML62A(120CPS. SER6 PAR-10") 


’289 

’479 


ML92(t60CPS. PAR-10") 

ML63A (120 CPS. SER & PAR-10") 
ML»3 (160 CPS. PAR-15") 


ULS4P(200CPS. PAR-1S") 

NEC: 

3SS0 


’395 

’479 

’649 

’785 

’990 


’1789 

’989 


Manneamann Tally: 

160L (160CPS. SER & PAR-IS") 


’629 


Smith-Corona 

TP1 


’329 

’399 


Modems 


’49 

Hayes 1200 B Board 

’439 

’50 

Hayes 1200 Baud 

’489 

Hayes 300 Baud 

’209 

’99 

Novation Smancats 

’Call 


How To Order; Order by caHirtg CompuAd Toll Free on 1-800-531 -5475 (if outside of Texas) or 1 -Si 2-250- 1489 (if in Texas) You can also order by mail Orders 
to a MasterCard or VISA Account at no extra charge, or paid by Cashier's Check or Money Order We do accept personal checks Allow 10 days for check processing VI 
har>dling on orders delivered in continental USA Add 5% sales lax if Texas resident All equipment carries a warranty 


may be charged 
fe pay shipping and 



CompuPtdd 

I CIRCLE 170 ON READER SER 


Corp. 

SERVICE CARD 


ORDER TOLL FREE: 

(800) 531-5475 (If outside of Texas) 
(512) 250-1489 (in Texas) 

13010 Research Blvd.. Suite 101. Austin. TX 78750 







correct. 


(ussia 


ws 


ooo 


^.95 


__ ; 


^ THIS19 THEWym 
EVERYB0PY!9 

EVERYBODY EXCJ^THE 


Our 


Extended Pascal for your IBM PC. 
APPLE CP/M, MS DOS, CP/M 86. CCP/M 
86 or CP/M 80 computer features: 

• Full screen interactive editor providing 
a complete menu driven program 
development environment. 

• 11 significant digits in floating point 
arithmetic. 

• Built-in transcendental functions. 

• Dynamic strings with full set of string 
handling features. 

• Program chaining with common 
variables. 

• Random access data files. 

• Full support of operating system 
facilities. 

• And much more. 

ORDER YOUR COPY OF TURBO 
PASCAL TODAY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL. 

For Visa and MasterCard orders call toll free 

1-800-227-2400 X 968 
IN CA: 1-800-772-2666 X 968 

(lines open 24 hrs. a day, 7 days a week) 
Dealer ft Distributor Inquiries welcome. 



lurbo Paacal 

IBM Pascal 

PaK^1i4T+ 

PRICE 

49.99 

,^.00 

595.m 

^Compile & Link 
spaed 

1 aaconifm 

97 seconda 

go aacondcFV' 

Execution 

speed 

2.2 aaconda 

9 seconda 

3 sacondi 

Disk Space 16 bit 
8 bit 

33K waditort 
28K w edKorf 

300K editor 
Not Available 

22SK « editor 
168K 4^ editor 

6 and 16 bit 

YES 

NO 

YES 

built-in editor 

YES 

NO 

NO 

Generate object 
code 

YES 

YES 

YES 

One pass native 
code compiler 

YES 

NO 

NO 

Locates RunTime 
errors directly in 
source code 

YES 

NO 

NO 


B«nchmArk data baaad on EtgntOuaona In 'Algof ithma • Data Strueluraa • Pro^rama’ by N 
WIrth. run on an IBM PC 

TurtM Paacal la a tradamart ot Sortartd Intamatkonai MT* «a a tradaidSMi d( MT 
MK:roSyMan« IBM la a tradamark of tniamaiionai Buainaaa MacNnaa 


>un. And 
the source I 

extctiy :^w 
epfetfiMieet m ’wriir~* 

( I ntroductory offer e 
March 1.1984J 

Turbo PMoal Includes a 
2S0 page bound manual 
with extensivo oxf^r^ 
tions and maiipBihaa r3 i U b» 
examples. 


Turbo Pascal $49.95 * $5.00 
shipping par copy. 

Chock Money Order 

VISA Master Card 

Card «: 


My system is: 8 bit _ 16 bit 

Operating system; CP/M 80 

CP/M 86 MS DOS i PC DOS . 

Computer Disk Format 


Exp date; Shipped UPS 

BORIAHD 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bortcnd Intdmational 
4607 Scotta valldy Driva 
Scotts Valldy. CaHtomi* 96066 


B 


Please be sure model number end formal i 

NAME; 

ADDRESS: 


CITY/STATE/ZIP:. 
TELEPHONE: 


California raaldanta aM 6H% sataa tax. Outaid* htorth Amatica add 
$1500 Cftacka muatbaonaU-S. bank, and tn U.S. deUara. Sorry, no 
CO.D 



DASCON-1, The FIRST really 
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a Acquistion and Control System for the lEIM Personal Computer. 




MetraByte’s DASCON-1 is a 
Complete, High Precision, 
Low Speed Data Acquisition 
and Control System, 



FEATURING: I 

• Or>e YEAR WARRANTY 

• 4 Arxalog Input Channels with OverVottoge Protection 

• SOFTWARE INCLUDED 

to 120 Volts rms I 

Data Acquisition and Control 

• 4 Analog Input 30 dB (60Hz) Switchable Filters | 

* Graphics-plotting and storing graphs 

• 2 Switch Selectable RTD Interfaces 

1 Transducer Lirtearizatlon 

• 2 Precision Adjustable Voltage References | 

CRT-Assisted board Calibration/Set-Up 

• 2 Precision 1mA Constant Current Sources I 

1 Procedures 

• 2-3-4 Wire Bridge Operation | 

• EASY TO USE 

• Battery Backed-Up Clock/Calerxlar 

1 • 1 CALL Statement accesses all Anotog and Digital I/O 

• External Interrupt Capabilities 

• Board plugs directly into the I.B.M. PC 

• 16 Chanr^is Per Second Throughput 

• 12 Bits of Digital I/O 

♦ Eosy to UrKJerstarxj Instruction 'Manual With Practical I 

• 12 Bit resolution of Analog I/O 

Examples 


♦ IBM Color AcJopter Board Required 

1 ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE 

• Screw Terminal Input/Output Board With Errclosure 

• Analog Output D/A's 02 Bit Resolution) 

(cable extra) 

• Ir^strumentotion Amplifiers for Switch Selectable 

• solid Stote I/O Module Board With Enclosure (cable 

Arvalog Input Gains of lO, lOO. lOOO 

1 extra) 

(extends resolution to 0.5 Microvolt per bit) 

• Form C Relay Output Board With Errclosure (cable 

• OPTO-22 Type Modules. Cables. Connectors 

extra) 

• 6-lr>ch RTD for Temperature Measurements 


The Price, OO 


fflM Pefsonoi CcvrtpuTer is o 
re^sf^eeJ Tro0efT>atk of IBM 



OPJ022 is a reqislerea 
trademark at OPTO-22 
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(TlGtroButG I 

Corporation ^ I 


Also 

Accepting 


2S4 Tosco Drive, Stoughton, MA 02072 


(617) 344-1990 








NOW AVAILABLE 


Writing and Organizing 
Business and Personal Letters 
Has Never Been So Easy. 

A Powerful and Flexible Total Correspondence Package 


LAYOUTS: 

• User-defined letter format 

• Adjustable L/R and T/B mar^ns. lines per inch, 
and characters per inch. 

• Justification on/off. 

• Sin^e or double line spacing. 

• Supports 5"x7". 8h*'x 1 1 ”, arid 8Vi”x 1 4" paper size. 


WRITING AND EDITING: 

• Single keystrdce operaticm and control. 

• Complete cursor oxitrol. 

• Whai-you-see-is-what-you-gci screens. 

• Auto. Word wrap and right justificatioa 

• Move, insert delete or copy characters, words, 
sentences, and blocks. 

• On-screen underlining (most monitors). 

• Automatic letter re-format 


RECALLING: 

• Global Search of Letter Files, 
(for user-designated 1-25 character 
string) 

• Recall one specific letter, all letters, 
or a related group of letters. 


PRINTING; 

• Si^)ports over 35 popular printers. 

• Automatically iniualizes most parallel 
printers. 

• Accomodates special printer functions. 

• Allows up to 3 parallel printers and 2 
serial printers. 

• Print/Pause and Print/Test qjtions. 


COPY OR DELETE: 

• Global Search of Letter Files. 

• Copy one letter, all letters, or a group aTleaers 
to a new location. 

• E)elcte one letter, all letters, or a group of 
letters. 


FriendlyWase” 


NAMING AND FILING: 


» I to 25 character Letter Name 
» User-desitmated Letter I.D. 
Phrase (40 character “key" 
phrase from letter). i 



SPELL CHECKING: 

• 50.000 word Master dictionary. 

• User-created Auxiliary 
dietkmary. 

• Misspell^ words displayed in 
context 

• Automatic dictionary', search for 
alternate spellings. 

• Autcxnatic justification after 
correction. 

• Spell checks outside files. 


IN GENERAL: 

• Designed specifically for 1 to 6 
page business and personal 
letters. 

• Smooth and fast single keystroke 
operation. 

• An abundance of user-defined 
options, settings, fonnats. and 
functions. 

• On-line help screens (Specific 
for current option or general 
tutorial). 

,• Backed by FriendlyWarc "No 

I Fine Print” Lifetime Guarantee. 


FlllBNDLYWinTER'‘with,Fai|N 

Su^ested Retail Price S69!9^^® 

dlySpeller” 

TWO OiSKETTE PACKAGE. REQUIRES PC-OOS (1.0. 1.1. 2.01, 64K MEMORY with DOS 1.0 and 1.1. OR 96K MEMORY with 
DOS 2.0. ONE DISK DRIVE. ANY 80 WIDE MONITOR. ANY IBM-COMPATIBLE PRINTER. 


■ 


FriendlySoft, Inc. 


ARLINGTON; TEXAS 


‘‘FriendlySoft products are available at leading hardware and software dealers worldwide" 
ORCLE 2M ON READER SERVICE CARD 






Announcing 
Advanced DB Master 
tor the IBM PC. 


ZOOM 


Imagine yom^Wing sgstmn in 
die age (tf electnmic indninatlcm. 

>^did. 


How to automate your 
paper- based information sys- 
tem with a personal computer. 

You can. 

Advanced DB Master deliv- 
ers a new generation of 
information management 
software for the new 
generation of inexpen- 
sive, powerful personal 
computers. 

Information managemem. 
Easier to use by far than a 
data base language. More 
powerful by far than a 
'personal filing system.' 
Advanced DB Master is 
designed to work with your 
documents— to store them, to 
retrieve them, to compare 
them, to print them, to refer- 
ence them— just iike you 
already do with paper and 
filing cabinets right now. 

Only a whole lot faster. 

And a whole lot better. 

And in a lot less space. 

For as many documents as 
you are likely to ever need. 
We can handle over a million. 
And we can find information 
on any document in your file 
(even if there are a million 
documents) in one second. 

And we're talking about 
documents as large as 3,000 
charaaers, with up to 250 
categories of information. 


Smart files. 

Smart documertts. 

Smart reports. 

You can get printed reports 
from your files six ways from 
Sunday. Any way you want 

And you get your docu- 
ments right on the computer 
screen, where you can fill 
them in, add to them, review 
them, change them, or print 
them. Up to thirty screenfuls 
(pages) per document (record) 
if you wish. 

And when your document 
is on a computer, it can 
compute. (Smart documents? 
You bet.) Advanced DB Mas- 
ter gives your forms the ability 
to compute as many as 100 
values each (like sales tax) or 
to look up information (like 
finding the part name and 
part price when you enter 
the part number). 

And that's just for starters. 

(Speaking of starters, our 
new manual and beginners' 
tutorial literally walk you 
through the steps for getting 
set up and running. Easy.) 

A system smart enough to 
grow with you. So you 
don't have to worry about 
outgrowing It 

Unlike every other leading 
'data base' package. Advanced 
DB Master is so organized, it 


handles its own expansion to 
up to 44 diskettes (And that's 
43 more than dBASE ll,~ Visi- 
File,” or pfs®.FILE) 

Similar capacity advantages 
if you use a hard disk. 

A new system with an 
impressive history. 

It is based on our best-selling 
DB Master'" for the Apple II.® 

With over 35,000 systems 
installed, including literally 
every Fortune 100 company, 
tens of thousands of small 
businesses, professional firms, 
schools and colleges, scientific, 
government, service and agri- 
cultural organizations, DB 
Master is now managing liter- 
ally BILLIONS of records for 
users worldwide. 

Now built from the ground 
up to take full advantage of 
the power of the new gener- 
ation of personal computers. 

Rnd out what those 35,000 
DB Master users already know: 
we have a better way to look 
at information management 
(It's all just a matter of having 
the right perspective.) 

Stoneware Incorporated, 

50 Belvedere Street 
San Rafael. CA 94901. 

(415) 454-6500 
TELEX II: 910-384-2016 
STONEWARE SRFL 


Information management in its proper perspective. 


STONEWAKE 

Registered T^ademarta: IBM Internationdl Business Macrunes Corporation: pfs Software Pubirshing Corporation; Apple II Apple Computer Inc. 
'Rademarks: dBASE II: Ashton-Tate; Vlsifile VisiCorp; DB Master. Advanced DB Master DB Master Associates 


CIRCLE 830 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


OPEN UP AN ACCOUNTING 
DEPARTMENT FOR $395.00 



To order Desktop Accountant 
or request further information. 

call toll-free: 

01 - 800 - 832-2244 

(In California call 1-800-732-2311) 
or send orders to: 
DESKTOP ACCOOMTANT 
1280'C Newell Avenue, Suite 1211 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 


GENERAL LEDGER integrated postings from 
A/R. A/P and Payroll. Prints 13 detailed 
reports • Company or departmental Income 
Statements ‘Co 


npe 

ments with current. V' 


comparative financial state- 
YTD. budget, and last year 
(month and YTD) • Presents everything you. 
vour bookkeeper, and your accountant need to 
know • G/L reconciles all accounts and main- 
tains extensive, detailed audit trails • Trial 
Balance includes ell transactions • Flexible 
Chart of Accounts • True double entry book- 
keeping • Master File capacity: 400 
accounts • Monthly Transaction cap>acity: 1. 000 
with 200K diskette: 3.500 with 300K diskette: 
7.000 per Megabyte with a hard disk. 
ACCOUNTS Receivable provides instant, on- 
line customer account information (both current 
and aged), complete invoicing (open-item or 
balance forward) and statement capabilities on 
optional preprinted forms give your company a 
professional image • Quickly identify overdue 
accounts, speed collections, help control cash 
flow • Detailed and summary customer activity 
and aging reports • Produces 6 reports • Auto- 
matic periodic customer/client billing option 
• Itemized monthly transactions • Master File 
capacity: 400 Customers • Monthly Transac- 
tions capacity: 800 with 200K diskette: 3.5(X} with 
500K diskette: 7.000 per Megabyte with a hard 
disk. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE maintains complete ven- 
dor/voucher history and includes check-writing 
capabilities • Current and aged payable 
reports • Cash flow/cash requirements report 

• Krintschecks with comprehensive check stubs 

• Produces 1 1 reports and documents • Auto- 
matic pay selection program allows payment by 
due date or by discount date • Manual and auto- 
matic checkwriting • Check register • Master 
File capacity: 400 Vendors • Monthly Transac 
lions capacity: 800 with 2(X)K diskette; 3,300 with 
500K diskette; 7.000 per Megabyte with a hard 
disk. 

PAYROLL— Be the office hero each week when 
the checks come out on time! • Calculates 
payroll for every type of employee (hourly, 
salaried, and commissioned) and prints payroll 
checks (with popular, comprehensive check 
stubs) with an absolute minimum of input 

• Maintains monthly, quarterly, and yearly totals 
for reporting in multiple states • User- 
maintainable Federal. State, and local tax 
tables • W-2 printing • 941 Reporting • Pro- 
duces 10 reports • Master File capacity: 400 
employees. 


Why staff up? With the Desktop Account- 
ant^'^. all the accounting help your office needs 
can be at your fingertips! 

Open up a wide new range of possibilities 
for your microcomputer! No matter what type of 
business you're in, Desktop Accountant wili let 
you manage the financial end of it more profes- 
sionally than ever before. 

A Complete System with Support. Desktop 
Accountant includes accounts receivable, 
accounts payable, payroll and general ledger pro- 
grams. along with comprehensive user manuals 
and training aids. We’ve even prepared an audio 
cassette tape to make learning the system fast 
and fun. And our telephone "hotline” means per- 
sonalized support whenever you need it. 


Produces 42 Reports. "Keeping the books” 
has never been so easy! [)esktop Accountant 
prepares every bookkeeping and accounting 
report your growing business requires: from 
invoicing to statements to aged A/R listings; from 
cash distribution to A/P checks to vendor activ- 
ity reports; from complete payroll checks and 
stubs to W-2 forms: from the chart of accounts 
to balance sheet and income statement, as well 
as many others so vital to efficient management. 

Desktop Accountant is available for nearly 
every portable, personal and desktop computer. 
The system requires either CP/M* or MS-DOS^'^ 
(PC-DOS). Microsoft BASICt«, 64K RAM. two 
disk drives or hard disk, and a 132-column printer 
(or an S'/z ” x 1 1 " printer with compressed print 
mode). 

You won't find better quality software at such 
a low price — a price we can offer now because 
development costs were recovered years ago. 
Just $395.00 for most CP/M' formats 
($495.00 for IBM' and some CP/M formats) 
complete. Call for available formats. 

Order Desktop Accountant today! You'll 
soon see why we call it INTELLIGENT SOFT- 
WARE FOR INTELLIGENT PEOPLE. 




ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOFTWARE SYSTEMS 

Bu«n*u Mc'ocomputen ano Sottvrare 


Desktop Accountant's fully inte- 
grated accounting system is a 
complete package of soft- 
ware, training aids, manuals 
and user's newsletter. 


• California residents add Sales Tax • Payment by 

VISA/MasterCard/COD'MO/Cashier's Check • Ait Brand 
INames are manufacturers' registered Trade ^^arks • No 
sales to Dealers • Foreign orders please call or 
write before ordering • 1 983 Rocky 

Mountain Software Systems. 







PC NEWS 


Apple Wins Copyright Fight 

But in narrow decision against Franklin Computers, other 
key issues are left open 

BY ELIZABETH BIBB 


The case of Apple vs. 
Franklin is one of the lalcst 
in a long list of suits involv- 
ing the question of the copy- 
rightability of computer pro- 
grams. According to most 
legal observers. Apple’s vic- 
tory in the most recent ruling 
in that suit lays to rest the 
question of the copyright- 
ability of computer pro- 
grams. even though some 
other murky legal questions 
in the suit remain to be 
hashed out in the courts. 

The consensus of the 
courts is that programs, in- 
cluding source codes and ob- 
ject codes, arc copyright- 
able — regardless of whether 
they are stored on floppy 
disks or embedded in a mi- 
croprocessor. 

Last August, a federal 
judge threw out a lower court 
ruling that allowed Franklin 
Computers to manufacture 
an Apple clone, the Franklin 
ACE 100 computer. Specifi- 
cally. Judge Dolores Sloviter 
of the U.S. Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Phila- 
delphia (near Franklin) ruled 
that computer programs, in- 
cluding operating systems 
buried in ROM. are copy- 
rightable and that Franklin 
had infringed on Apple 
Computer's copyright by 
copying 14 of their pro- 
grams. (Sloviter had previ- 
ously affirmed in Williams 
Electronics vs. Artie Inter- 
national that programs in 
ROM are copyrightable.) 

In the Franklin action the 


lower district court, also in 
Philadelphia, had refused to 
grant Apple’s injunction be- 
cause it "had some doubt as 
to the copyrightability of the 
programs" stored in ROM, 
because they could only be 
"read" by machines. Judge 
Sloviter’s vote for Apple by 
reversing that decision 
capped the list of many such 
rulings and confirmed that 
computer programs are in- 
deed copyrightable works of 
authorship that may be 
“fixed" in any tangible me- 
dium of expression, as cited 
in one of the cases. That defi- 
nition is in keeping with the 
language of the 1980 amend- 
ments to the Copyright Act 
of 1976. (In the Copyright 
Act a program is defined as 
"a set of statements or in- 
structions to be used directly 
in a computer in order to 
bring about a certain re- 
sult.’’) 

Among the list of rulings 
is another Apple victory 
against Formula Interna- 
tional. Inc. Last April. For- 
mula was stopped from, 
pending trial, marketing a 
computer kit, named "Pine- 
apple." which used five pro- 
grams copied directly from 
Apple’s Amoslart. Apple- 
Sqft. HELLO. DOS 3.3. and 
Apple Integer Basic pro- 
grams. 

What has not yet been ad- 
dressed in these cases, and 
still remains an issue in the 
big Apple vs. Franklin suit, 
is whether the copied operat- 


ing system could be rewrit- 
ten in any other way and still 
remain functionally equiv- 
alent. If not. a patent, rather 
than a copyright, would be 
the way to legally protect the 
system from unauthorized 
copying. Patents protect 
original and unique ideas; 
copyrights protect the ex- 
pression of those ideas, ei- 
ther in the form of literary 
works or instructions. 

Because of this debate 
over the ability to create op- 
erative equivalents, industry 
observers have watched the 
Apple vs. Franklin case with 
great interest. In the fast- 
paced computer market, get- 
ting copyright protection is 
preferable to a patent. Copy- 
right registration takes less 
time, is easier to obtain, and 
extends longer coverage than 
a patent. 

Franklin contends that the 
Apple operating system is 
not copyrightable becau.se to 
create a system that ran Ap- 
ple compatible software, 
they had to duplicate Apple’s 
version. If a program can 
only be written in one way, 
Franklin argues, that pro- 
gram is an original concept, 
rather than just one form of 
expressing that concept — 
and therefore it is not eligi- 
ble for copyright protection. 

Apple denies there is only 
one way to write their sy,stem 
program and has introduced 
evidence of successful third 
party rewrites of some of 
their programs. 


"1 could rewrite it (the op- 
erating system) myself if 1 
took a year," said Daniel 
Wendin, in-house counsel 
for Apple in Cupertino, Cal- 
ifornia. 

Reverse engineering — 
breaking a system down into 
its component parts, analyz- 
ing and then restructuring 
its design specifications — 
avoids the copyright contro- 
versy. says Wendin. But few 
manufacturers are willing to 
spend the time or the money 
to go through the process, he 
said. It’s easier to copy an 
existing program. 

Franklin admits copying 
the works involved in the 
suit, but maintains they are 
innocent of infringement of 
this “one-of-a-kind" argu- 
ment. Judge Sloviter did not 
rule on whether functional 
equivalents to Apple’s pro- 
grams could be written. She 
presumed the programs to be 
written expressions of an 
original concept, not the 
concept itself In this case, 
as in many like it. the courts 
have not dealt with the finer 
distinctions involved in the 
technology. 

Because no other court 
has ruled on the idea/expres- 
sion dichotomy yet. the New 
Jersey-based Franklin wants 
the U.S. Supreme Court to 
hear its case. 

Wendin doubts the Su- 
preme Court will accept 
Franklin’s case, but even if it 
doesn’t, he believes the case 
is far from over. 

"An out-of-court settle- 
ment is highly unlikely." 
Wendin said. “Apple has 
been very aggressive in 
fighting cases like this, and 
within the limits of our re- 
sources, we will continue to 
fight it.” He predicted the 
two companies will be back 

(coHlinued) 
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WE TURN 
YOUR PC INTO 
ASMARTER 
TERMINAL WITH 
VTERMII 


%u still don't need to get your hands dirty to turn your 
PC into an intelligent workstation. Thousands of users 
agree that Coefficient's VTERM, the original DEC 'VTIOO- 
VT52 emulation software for the IBM PC, is the best way 
to link PC's with minis and mainframes. 

But now VTERM is smarter than ever with these new 
features: 

• 132 column display capability on the IBM mono- 
chrome monitor using the optional Supervision* board. 

• XMODEM error-correcting file transfer capability for 
data exchanges with other micros, data services and 
computer bulletin boards. 

• Coefficient's own VTRANS file transfer protocol with 
selectable CRC or checksum error-correction. Com- 
plete sample host-side software supplied in several 
languages on the VTERM diskette. VTRANS protocol is 
‘Supervision is a Trademark of California Computer Systems 


thoroughly documented in the VTERM user's manual. 

• Enhanced ASCII file transfer with a wide variety of 
options that allow transfers with most host systems 
using only standard host utilities. 

• Unique terminate-and-stay-resident feature allows 
easy switching between DOS and VTERM. 

• FuU-featured autodialing and automatic log-in 
capability. 

• On-line help and easy reference card. 

Plus many other new features, in addition to the original 
VTERM's full-throughput to 9600 baud, printer support, 
on-line setup mode, multiple setup files, and soft func- 
tion keys. Emulates VTIOO, VT52, VTlOl and VT102 
terminals. Written entirely in assembler for maximum 
efficiency. Call today. Our software mechanics are 
standing by. 


Coefficient Systems Corporation (212) 777-6707 611 Broadway New^brk. N.Y 10012 
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The New 
Performing Art 

THE ORCHESTRA 

Over 100 features and functions, most 
accessed by one or two keystrokes 
Reviewers comment, "like dedicated word 
processing on a PC . . . powerful, 
sophisticated . . . fast full-screen response" 

GUEST CONDUCTOR 

People like you from banks, insurance 
companies, law firms, investment houses, 
universities, and Fortune 1000 companies 

GUEST ARTIST 

IBM PC and most plug-compatibles* 

THE WORK TO BE PERFORMED 

All word processing functions 

create, edit, move and delete text with 
virtuoso ease 

Merge capabilities for repetitive letters 
Library for boilerplate 
File conversions 

ASCII to MultiMate and vice versa 
DIF to MultiMate 
Column manipulation/calculation 

FANFARE FOR NEW FEATURES 

Key procedures 

flawless repeat performances of functions 
and keystrokes 

Spelling error detection and correction 
80,000 word Merriam-Webster dictionary 
create your own custom dictionary 
An option to allow complete document 
transfer to and from Wang systems 
Support for over 60 printers 
3 bin sheet feeders 

MultiMate Ver. 3.20 
Word Processing 

AUDIENCE BRAVOS! 

For superior documentation, unlimited toll-free 
technical support, on-line HELP and a 30-day 
money back guarantee. ** 

For a standing ovation of your own. see 
MultiMate Professional Word Processing. 
Version 3.20. at your local dealer. Call us a* 
1-800-243-3142, (203) 522-2116 (ask for 
Leonard) for the dealer nearest you. 

SoftWord Systems. Inc. 

52 Oakland Ave., North 
East Hartford. CT. 06108 

IBM Is a registered trademark of IBM Corp 

Wang is a registered trademark of Wang Laboratories, (nc. 

MultiMate is a trademark of SofiWord Systems. Inc 
'DOS 1.1 requires 192K memorY: DOS 2.0 requires 2S6K 
System must be double-sided 
"Limit one per purchase 
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Apple (continued) 
in district court sotin over the 
question of whether the dis- 
puted programs can be re- 
written. Other legal obser- 
vers, however, are confident 
the case will go all the way to 
the highest court, 

"It’s the landmark case.” 
said Robert Bigelow, at- 
torney and publisher of the 
Computer Law and Tax Re- 
port in Woburn. Mas- 
sachusetts. 

"It seems likely that there 
will still be litigation. Only 
three out of twelve courts 
have discussed these ques- 
tions," Bigelow said. 

While the Apple vs. 
Franklin decision will re- 
lieve many manufacturers, 
Franklin is still chomping. 
Pending further litigation it’s 
manufacturing the ACE- 100 
Apple copy and is about to 
introduce an IBM-compati- 
ble machine, Franklin presi- 
dent Arvin Miller said. 

IBM (at least on the PC), 
has encouraged the develop- 
ment of compatible systems 
and third-party applications 
software by separately li- 
censing the use of its operat- 
ing systems and software, 
thus avoiding Apple’s legal 
maneuvers against copy 
cats. Miller said. 

♦ * ♦ 

Other recent cases, Artie 
vs. Midway and Midway 
vs.Strohon, also address the 
copyright questions: 

In Artie vs. Midway, the 
U.S. Supreme Court let 
stand a circuit court decision 
that both audiovisual works 
and the computer chips that 
generate them are copyright- 
able. Midway Manufactur- 
ing, owners of the PucMan 
copyright, sued Artie Inter- 
national, Inc., for distribut- 
ing a kit that speeds up the 
play of the game. Artie ar- 


gued that the images of a 
video game cannot be pro- 
tected by copyright. 

In Midway’s suit against 
Strohon. Judge Hubert Will 
also held that a PacMan 
modification kit made by 
Strohon was an infringement 
of its copyright, but not its 
audiovisual copyright. 

Because the mialification 
included the removal of one 
Midway chip and replace- 
ment of live others, the Pac- 
Man gobbler wound up look- 
ing like a block. The judge 
ruled that the distinctive vi- 
sual image of the game was 
changed sufficiently to avoid 
any infringement. 

Judge Will also relied on 
the Midway vs. Artie case to 
counter Strohon ’s argument 
that the company hud lost its 
right to control the use of the 
PacMan machines because 
Midway sold, rather than li- 
censed them. 

This case, like Apple vs. 
Franklin, confirmed that ob- 
ject codes were copyright- 
able. regardless of where 
they were stored. 

Will, like Judge Sloviter 
in Apple vs. Franklin, relied 
on the definition of a compu- 
ter program as it appears in 
the 1980 amendments to the 
Copyright Act of 1976. 

All these cases help define 
the parameters of copy- 
rights. but often even legal 
protection is no defense 
against a vast majority of un- 
detected software pirates. 

Industry followers esti- 
mate that there are at least 
five to ten pirated copies for 
every licensed sale of soft- 
ware in the U.S. The pro- 
ducer of dBasell. Ashton 
Tate, estimates that based on 
the more than I00,(X)0 pur- 
chased copies of the database 
program, there may be 
nearly two million pirated 


versions. 

Such illegal copying of 
software cost the industry an 
estimated $1 billion in I98.J. 

One of the most aggres- 
sive opponents of such pi- 
racy is MicroPro, which has 
been battling copyright in- 
fringement both in the 
United States and abroad. 

They’ve successfully 
tackled two German firms 
this year and even set up a 
"sting" operation to prove 
that a Berlin dealer had 
stolen its software, which in- 
cludes WordStar. 

That word processing 
software was sold for 
$399,20 in United States 
currency to MicroPro’s 
undercover agents. Its aver- 
age retail price is $516. The 
company was awarded about 
S2(K),(X)0 in damages by the 
Berlin State Court. 


Until now, few tales of digi- 
tal heroics have matched the 
legend of "The Little Engine 
That Could.” Recently, 
however, we heard the saga 
of a valiant floppy disk in 
Minneapolis. 

The story began as Tim 
Braun, sales manager for a 
midwestem distributor of 
TDK diskettes, cast about 
for a way to promote this 
new line of floppies. Braun 
hit upon a striking way to test 
TDK’s claim that its disks 
would withstand up to 10 
million passes before wear- 
ing out. He would put an 
IBM PC in the window of 
Softwaire Centre’s store in 
downtown Minneapolis, 
boot it up with a TDK disk, 
and run the disk day in and 
day out until it dropped. 
What’s more, there’d be a 
contest. The person who 
came closest to guessing the 


It was also awarded the 
same amount after several 
sets of pirated computer 
manuals were retrieved from 
a software house in Pader- 
bom. Germany, confirming 
the company's accusations 
that the manuals had been 
lifted. 

MicroPro has kept its 
guard on the domestic front, 
as well. It filed a $IO-million 
lawsuit last spring against 
the United Computer Corpo- 
ration to prohibit rental of 
software. United called the 
suit "unfair harrassment,” 
and the company's president 
George Pollack said Micro- 
Pro is trying "to unfairly in- 
terrupt a legitimate rental 
service to potential buyers of 
software." He claimed that 
United has never violated 
any of the copyright agree- 
ments with MicroPro. ■ 


number of times the disk was 
read before it cracked would 
win the PC. 

Once TDK bought his 
idea (and the PC), Braun ar- 
ranged for Chris Buck, a 
programmer and part-time 
consultant at the Softwaire 
Centre, to write an IBM 
BASIC program that would 
keep track of the number of 
times the disk was accessed. 
With Buck’s software, dur- 
ing each complete 10-second 
cycle the PC read a file to 
find the number of the latest 
pass, updated the number, 
then wrote the new number 
onto two different sectors of 
the disk. The program dis- 
played a running record of 
the number of passes on the 
PC’s monitor. 

One of the people who 
noticed the contest was Phil 
White, an electrical engineer 

(continued) 
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Next April 15th, you could be 
adding up your golf score instead 

of your taxes. 


With your IBM PC and Best Programs' TaxCut'” 
program, you can use the long days and nights you 
used to put into preparing your taxes for something 
more enjoyable. 

TaxCut includes two second-generation 
programs, one for tax preparation and the other for 
tax planning, pioneered and refined by tax and 
programming experts — and by PC users like you. 
With step-by-step, on-screen prompting, the tax- 
preparation program helps you prepare and print 
the 1 040 long form and more than 30 other 
commonly used forms and schedules. 

You don't have to know all the regulations. You 
don't have to figure out IRS instructions. If you 
need help, the on-screen prompter tells you exactly 
which page in the comprehensive reference manual 



has the answer. You won't waste time answering 
questions more than once because the program 
automatically transfers information from one tax 
form to another. 

TaxCut also includes a tax planner program that 
allows you to decide for yourself whether or not to 
set up an IRA, what effect a new mortgage will 
have on your tax liability, and the tax implications 
of a wide variety of other financial alternatives. 

TaxCut is compatible with the IBM PC, the PC XT 
and the COMPAQ computer. The program requires 
at least 1 28KB memory and one double-sided 
diskette drive. Add Best's Professional Finance 
Program (PC PFPII), which tracks and computes 
data for input into TaxCut, and you have a complete 
financial and tax package. 

You can have the whole, proven, second- 
generation tax-preparation and planning package 
for $255.00. This price includes extensive customer 
support and a newsletter to keep you up-to-date. 
And both the cost of the program and the actual 
cost of doing your taxes with it are tax-deductible. 

The TaxCut program is available for immediate 
delivery. Call us toll-free at 1 -800-368-2405 for 
more information. 

Next April 15th, you'll be very glad you did. 

•3 kBEST 
K iPROO^AMS 
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"The Quality Software Company” 




YOU NEEDN’T BE 4N EXPERJ: . 

Integrated 6 was designed for business owners, 
executives, professionals - busy people with no 
time for computer classes. So it’s very easy to usel 
Even if you luve never used a computer before. 


A 


has.as mativ modules 


w moames 
Ix)tus 1-2-3. 


Integrated 6 is the most comprehensive business 
proouctivity tool for the IBM PC Its interactive 
modules combine all the functions you need for 
complete information processing and presen- 
tation. You get the capabiUties of Lotus 1-2-3 and 
much more. So, you can accomplish more tasks, be 
better organized, generate accurate financial 
information faster and easier, with your IBM PC 

SIX TOTALLY INTEGRATED MODULES. 

Until now your productivity has been restricted by 
the limitations of available programs. Integrated 6 
removes those limits because it incorporates the 
Smeadsheet, Database, Business Graphics, Word 
Processing, Communications Program, and 
TerminalEmulator in one totally integrated 
program that lets you: 
rapidly create your spreadsheet and paph the data 
instantly. When you chanm the nunwers, the graphs 
change. Over 20 types ofcharts including 3 dimen- 
sional pies, bars, lines and pie-bar combinations 
are immediately ready for printing and pleating for 
’presentation. 

insert charts, graphs and spreadsheet data into the word 
processing for comprehensive reports 
create an almost unlimited database, relational for extra 
productivity. And access other computers and programs 
for file tranfer, updating and storage, 
with Integrated 6 yw can use your PC as a terminal Why 
buy one? Communicate directly with another PC or mam 
computer. And there is much, much more 


amazed at how quickly you are up and 
^ ^ running. Menu driven, with commands in plain 
English, it lets you get on with the job fast, guiding 
i; you with extensive built-in help. Ask your com- 
purer dealer for a demonstratioiL 


Integrated 6. It’s like having a 
personal assistant 
For a lot less money. 


■- - r 




^ ^ MOSAIC 


SOFTWARE INC 

197SMasaacfxjMCCS Ave Cambr'idga. MA 08140 |617| 
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Apple Gives Lisa 
Big Business Link 

New hardware, software allows Lisa users to 
emulate Digital, IBM terminals 

BY CONNIE WINKLER 


Floppy (continued) 
who works for MPI, a com- 
pany that makes disk drives 
used by IBM in some of its 
computers. From his experi- 
ence with testing floppies in 
MPI’s disk drives. White 
didn’t think the TDK disk 
would last more than a cou- 
ple of weeks. He hit upon a 
plan for winning the contest. 
He would keep track of the 
number of passes the PC 
made in a single day. Then 
he’d come to the store each 
day during his lunch hour 
and submit his guess — the 
number of passes the ma- 
chine would have made if the 
disk failed exactly at mid- 
night. 

On April 26, 1983, the 
Softwaire Centre’s staff 
opened up a box of TDK 
diskettes, pulled out one at 
random, and popped it into 
the PC’s A: drive. The com- 
puter booted up Chris Buck’s 
program and the diskette be- 
gan its trial. Phil White and 
about ten other entrants inau- 
gurated faithful daily vigils 
at the store. 

Spring wore on into sum- 
mer, and summer moved to- 
ward fall, but the diskette 
showed no sign of giving up. 
In early August, TDK 
boasted that the disk had 
been read 700,000 times. A 
week into September, the 
diskette passed the I million 
mark. At the Softwaire Cen- 
tre, office manager Cindy 
Damann Hamer’s office was 
overwhelmed with nearly 
3,000 contest entries. “After 
a while,” she says, “I just 
wanted the contest over and 
the stuff out of my office.” 

Before another week had 
passed, fate was kind to 
Cindy Hamer, but not to the 
long-playing diskette. On 
Tuesday, September 13, 
1983, at approximately 9:45 


a.m., the S'/r-inch disk made 
its last pass, then passed 
away. Tim Braun isn’t quite 
sure why the diskette finally 
quit. “The read side looked 
fine,” he says. “There was 
one little spot on one track, 
perhaps where the disk drive 
head touched it. We thought 
at first that it was the drives 
that had stopped running.” 



Is TDK embarrassed that 
its diskette only survived 
about II percent of its 
projected performance? 
“Considering the conditions, 
it’s amazing that it even 
lasted that long,” says Ar- 
nold Singer, a company 
spokesman. “That disk was 
subject to sun, heat, humid- 
ity, and dust.” The 10-mil- 
lion claim was based on te.sts 
conducted in perfectly sani- 
tized laboratories. 

Not surprisingly, the 
proud owner of the PC is 
now Phil White. His guess 
came within 2,000 spins of 
the last pass. The next clos- 
est prediction, submitted by 
another of the daily watch- 
ers, was more than 10,000 
cycles off. “I guess they 
didn’t work the system out as 
closely as I did,” White says. 

And what of the deceased 
diskette? Once its ordeal was 
ended, the disk’s remains 
were taken back (perhaps in 
a caskette) to TDK labora - 
tories for further analysis. ■ 


CUPERTINO. CA— Ap- 
ple Computer now has two 
hardware products to allow 
Lisa users to connect to Dig- 
ital Equipment Corp. (DEC) 
or large IBM systems — via 
IBM 3270 terminal emula- 
tion. 

LisaTerminal, data com- 
munications .software for 
Apple’s professional com- 
puter. allows the Lisa to 
emulate DEC’s VTIOO and 
VT52 terminals and tradi- 
tional TTY terminals to ex- 
change information through 
modem’s to computers sup- 
porting asynchronous pro- 
tocols. 

The Apple Cluster Con- 
troller is a $4,500 (three 
ports) to $7,000 (seven 
ports) protocol converter 
that emulates IBM’s 327X 
controller. In combination 
with the LisaTerminal soft- 
ware ($295) it connects Lisa 
to IBM mainframe networks 
by emulating IBM 3278 
Model 2 terminals. 

Until this announcement 
there was no formal way to 
connect Lisa — which is de- 
signed for non-technical pro- 
fessionals in large corpora- 
tions — to the large comput- 
ers and data bases within 
their corporations. 

(Late in 1983 Apple pulled 
out of a scheme with Cullinet 
Software. Inc., of West- 
woixl, Massachusetts, a big, 
mainframe data base man- 


agement system supplier, to 
connect Lisa’s to main- 
frames.) 

“With LisaTerminal and 
the Apple Cluster Controller, 
users not only have access to 
the vast amount of informa- 
tion .stored on remote com- 
puters, they also have the 
advantage of working with 
the Lisa’s... applications — 
such as word processing, 
project management, finan- 
cial modeling, and business 
graphics,” said E. Floyd 
Kvamme, executive vice 
president of Apple. 

Like the other six software 
packages encapsuled in 
Lisa, LisaTerminal gives vi- 
sual, icon interfaces, multi- 
ple windows, and cut/paste 
integration between appli- 
cations. In the last instance, 
information could be trans- 
ferred from the remote com- 
puter to Lisa’s word process- 
ing application. LisaWrite. 

The Apple Cluster Con- 
troller converts to asyn- 
chronous protocols either 
Binary Synchronous Com- 
munications (BSC) pro- 
tocols or IBM’s big-system 
architecture. System Net- 
work Architecture/Synchro- 
nous Data Link (SNA/ 
SDLC). It has three to seven 
serial RS232 ports so that up 
to seven Lisas or serial 
printers could be attached to 
the IBM 3270 network 
through one controller. ■ 
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Report Manager 2.0 



File management 

• Spreadsheet • Report Generator 

• Bar Chart Generator 


A Truly Integrated Software Package 


Hardware Required: IBM-PC or compatible (Attache, 
Columbia, Compaq, Corona, E^le, Epson), MS-DOS 
operating system. (Also Victor and Burroughs.) 


File Applications 

• Prospect list 

• Customer list 

• Stock inventory 

• Employee file 

• Sales, receivables 

• Purchases, {>ayables 

• VitEil documents 

• Vendor files 

Spreadsheet 

Applications 

• Project management 

• Monthly budget 

• Annual budget 

• Daily schedule 

• Monthly schedule 

• Time use 

• Bank accounts 

Report Generation 


Who Can FILES 
Make More 
Productive? 

• Corporate executives 

• Business owners 

• Office meinaigers 

• Department managers 

• Sales managers 

• Sales representatives 

• Resd estate developers 

Investment 
beuikers 
Loan ofiQcers 
Attorneys 
Accountants & 
tax advisors 
Maneigement 
consultants \ 

Researchers asCfcJtt 


You bought your 
micro to make 
yourself more 
productive. 
FILES will do 
just that..or you 
don't pay a cent! 
FREE TRIAL! 



• Makes micro users 
more productive in 
15 ways. 

• 15 integrated 
applications. Same 
few commands for all 
applications. Learn 
one, you’ve learned 
them all. 

• The easiest-to-use 
software you’ve 
ever seen. A few 
simple commands 
run all 15 
applications. 

• Switch between 
applications in less 
than one second by 
pressing 2 keys! No 
disk swapping, 
"saves” or "loads.” 


"I’m Al Baker. 

I wrote FILES. 
If you have a 
question about 
FILES, call me. ' 


• Sort emy file In any order 

• Combine data files, 
spreadsheet bar chart - all 
In one report 

• Split screen into four 
different windows 

Bar Charts 

• Sales 

• Inventories 

• Budgets 

Dealer Inquiries Welcomel 
'Terrific Dealer Support & 
Discount Program. 

Call for details. 312/564-5060 


Free Trial Offer! 

Order now! Just call us. Send no money. We’ll 
send you a free trial copy of FILE^ to use on 
your micro for 15 days. If you like it, use it, find 
it valuable, then keep it and send us ^95 
(includes: tax and handling charges) . If for any 
reason you don’t want to keep it, mail it back 
to us and you owe us nothing! 

To order: Call Barb at 312/564-5060. 

DATAMENSION CORPORATION (2l 

615 Academy Drive Northbrook, IL 6CX)62 
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Hello, Big Sister 

Voice synthesis technology comes to 
Dun & Bradstreet’s credit reporting 

BY LESLIE BAKER AND NAT SAKOWSKI 


NEW YORK— Dun & 
Bradstreel, the company that 
keeps tabs on credit ratings 
now wants to reach out and 
talk to someone. It’s an- 
nounced DunsVoice, with 
what D & B proudly pro- 
claims is the latest in voice 
synthesizer technology. It is 
computer-generated voice 
simulation and it sounds sur- 
prisingly. and eerily, human. 

The new setup works like 
the simultaneous transla- 
tions used at the United Na- 
tions. In this case, users 
speak to the computer in its 
language — punching but- 
tons on a telephone key- 
pad — and the computer re- 
sponds in English. All very 
civilized. 

DunsVoice provides ac- 
cess to the credit ratings of 5 
million businesses in the 
Dun & Bradstreet database 
and the company claims it is 
the first major commercial 
application of computer 
voice technology. 

“DunsVoice is the latest 
step in a Dun & Bradstreet 
tradition of exploiting ad- 
vanced technology to expand 
the availability and value of 
business information.” said 
Charles W. Moritz, presi- 
dent and chief operating of- 
ficer of the New York-based 
firm. 

The DunsVoice an- 
nouncement comes just a 
few weeks after D & B of- 
fered a customized personal 
computer for financial ana- 
lysts: the IBM PC/XT, only 


available from Dun & 
Bradstreet, but serviced by 
IBM Corp. 

The company would not 
comment on whether a 
DunsVoice-like application 
might ultimately run on the 
PC/XT. 

While the voice synthe- 
sizer spoke in clear, pleas- 
ant, humanlike tones. D & B 
officials were silent about 
who provides the voice syn- 
thesis system, how it ac- 
cesses the computerized 
database and with what 
equipment, where the local 
modules were placed, or any 
other technical information. 

Stubbornly protecting the 
mystery and the magic, 
George J. Feeney, vice presi- 
dent, advanced develop- 
ment, would say only that 
small modules that access 
the mainframe and .synthe- 
size the voice were dis- 
tributed nationwide in 79 
locations, providing u,sers 
with local phone access to 
credit information. Period. 

D & B ran an 8-city. 6- 
month test of DunsVoice, 
with results good enough to 
encourage them to roll the 
product out nationally. Since 
its introduction late last year, 
1,300 businesses have sub- 
scribed to the service. D & B 
spokesmen declined to spec- 
ify how many of that number 
were already customers. The 
present marketing effort is 
limited to one-on-one sales 
calls. 

While D & B may have 


figured out how to put it all 
together, it is obvious from 
their elaborate veil of se- 
crecy that they have made 
good use of existing, third- 
party-developed technology. 

“Customer reaction to 
DunsVoice has been ex- 
tremely favorable in our lest 
markets,” said James E. 
Rutter, president of Dun & 
Bradstreet credit services, 
“Customers like the con- 
venience and immediacy of 
just picking up (he tele- 
phone. They (ike the friendly 
conversational style of 
DunsVoice. They like hav- 
ing direct access to the most 
current information in our 
National Business Informa- 
tion Center database. And 
they particularly like being 
able to mix and match the 
specific information they 
need in each inquiry.” 

DunsVoice customers can 


While IBM’s XT/370 puts 
the power of the System/370 
on a desktop, that electronic 
desktop can remain pretty 
cluttered with cumbersome 
menus and commands, if the 
370 is running IBM’s giant 
electronic office package, 
PROFS. 

Now an Atlanta software 
company says it’s clearing 
off that desktop with PC- 
PROFS, what it describes as 
a “friendly interface to 
IBM’s Professional office 
system” that runs on the IBM 
PC and XT. 


select a credit rating; a sum- 
mary of payment experience; 
the median payment sched- 
ule of the company’s indus- 
try and a business summary 
which includes sales, net 
worth, number of em- 
ployees. condition and trend 
of the business, the name of 
the principal officer, and the 
year the business began. 

One user, Priscilla Gayle 
of Continental Jet East ad- 
mitted “it was freaky at 
first.” But the other test par- 
ticipants did not even ac- 
knowledge the strangeness 
of talking to a machine with 
the voice of a woman. Far 
from it. In fact, one test user. 
Mary Anne Johnson, credit 
manager of Dolls by Jeri 
said, ”1 can get any informa- 
tion I need in 5 minutes. 
She’s always there.” 

Big Brother, it seems, has 
become Big Sister. ■ 


It’s the icon system inter- 
faces — pictures of notepads, 
wastebaskets and file cabi- 
nets — which Applied Mi- 
crosystems, Inc. in Roswell, 
Ga. says will attract PC users 
to PC-PROFS. Even those 
who are running PROFS on 
the XT/370 personal compu- 
ter which IBM announced 
last year, says Russell F. 
Still, one of the founding 
vice presidents of the 
Roswell, Ga. firm. 

Instead of plodding 
through five PROFS menus 

(continued) 


Firm Puts Pictures in 
PROFS for PC 

Icons for PC give “friendly interface” to 
IBM’s Big 370 Professional Office System 


BY CONNIE WINKLER 


PC MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 21, t984 


57 


PC NEWS 


Hello (continued) 
to get to the applieation they 
want. PC-PROFS users sim- 
ply select the icon for the 
prxKcss they want (not unlike 
the Lisa from Apple Compu- 
ter Corp. or the Star 8010 
from Xerox Corp. ) 

Users can cursor select 
common oflice artifacts such 
as a lile cabinet, in/out trays, 
note pad. and wastebasket. 
An integrated text editor al- 
lows liKal document de- 
velopment and appointment 
scheduling is also performed 
locally. 


Ease of use is accom- 
plished by the icon manip- 
ulation. instantaneous 
screen swapping and full 
support of "F" and cursor 
control keys. 

PC or XT users with color 
graphics can create diKU- 
ments locally and then over 
asychronous lines dial up the 
PROFS running on the big 
yiO. Users must also have 
256K main memory, one 
double-sided diskette or hard 
disk, a Hayes (or compati- 
ble) Smartmixlem (.100 or 
I2(K) baud), and a printer. 


Many users in large cor- 
porations require PROFS 
(Professional Office System) 
because of their company's 
dependence on. and commit- 
ment to large .170 main- 
frames. PROFS allows users 
to write memoes and then 
distribute them elec- 
tronically through the corpti- 
ration. 

PC-PROFS is an interface 
between PC-DOS and 
PROFS running on a Sys- 
tem/370 VM/CMS system. 

PC-PROFS is currently 
being tested by The South- 


ern Company, which oper- 
ates Georgia Power Com- 
pany. where it will be 
Installed next. Still said. 

Prices are yet to be set. but 
Still estimates a corporate li- 
cense will be about $5.(XX). 
PC-PROFS was developed 
by three principals who. as 
former consultants, spent a 
lot of time developing VM 
systems. Still said. 

A demonstration diskette 
of PC-PROFS is available for 
$10 from Applied Micro- 
Systems. Inc.. P.O. Box 
832. Roswell. GA 30077. ■ 


CONTACT 


Uala-Tcch Institute 
.186 Franklin Avc. 
P.O. Box .S59 
Nulley. NJ 071 10 
(201)661-2.100 

Sec alxive 


The Interface Group 
300 First Avc. 
Needham. MA 02194 
(800) 32.S-1330 
(617)449-6600 


Computer Riirc. Inc. 

181 Wells Avc. 

Newton. MA02I.‘>9 
(617)96.1-8350 
(415) .164-4294 

The Interface Group 
.1(X) First Avc. 

Needham. MA 02194 
(800) 325-.1330 
(6I7)449-66(X) 

Learned Information. Inc. 
14.3 Old Marhon Pike 
Medford. NJ 08055 
(609)6.54-6266 

Hey-Mae Promotions 
.1607 E. .I.ird 
Spokane. WA 99203 
(.509) 5.14- .166 1 


Calendar of Events 


DATE 

EVENT 

COMMENT 

LOCATION 

March 7-9 

Data Communications 
In-Dcplh Workshop 

Presentations on the 
managerial, technical, 
and operational 
aspects of data 
communications. 

Hyatt Regency 

102 Carnegie Center 
Princeton, NJ 0K54O 

March 14-16 

See above 

Sec abt)ve 

Scottsdale Hilton 
Scottsdale Kd. at 
Lincoln Dr. 

.Scottsdale. AZ S5253 

Maah 12-15 

Intcrlucc *84 

A 54-scsslon con- 
ference highlighting 
the impact of desktop 
computers and the 
AT&T divestiture on 
large organizations. 

Las Vegas Convention 
Center 

Las Vegas. NV 

March 23-25 

West Coast Coniputer 
Faire 

Hardware, software, 
and speeches by 
prominent industry 
executives. 

Civic Auditorium and 
Brooks Hall 

San Francisco. CA 

April 5-7 

COMDhX/WinIcr 

Hardware and software 
for computer dealers. 

Los Angeles 
Convention Center 

Los Angeles. CA 

April 9- 1 1 

National Online 

Meeting 

Presented papers, 
product review 
sessions. 

Sheraton Centre Hotel 
New York. NY 

April 13-15 

Interstellar Personal 
Computer Sht)w 

Hardware and 
software. 

Spokane Interstate 
Fdirgrt>unds 

Spokane. WA 
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If you're like most of us you probably 
own an IBM PC and a closetful of po[)ular 
software. Maybe Wordstar. Visicalc. 
dBase I! and a few others And with each 
program comes its own peculiar protocol, 
commands and demands 

Suddenly you’ve become a personal 
slave to your personal computer. 

Free yourself with ProKey.^ 

ProKey is unlike any other software 
because it o perat es just about any cither 
software. So you can spend your time 
aeatively while ProKey takes care of the 
tedious operational details. Silently, 
instantly, without errors 

ProKey can print spreadsheet Ujbles. 
update databas^, reformat reports 
and plot graphics and still leave you lime to 
train for the triathalon or run out for 
a danish 

In fact. ProKey can memorize and 
execute anything you can type. 

And no matter how extensive your 
software collection becomes ProKey 
controls them all. with one easy to 
remember protocol. 

With all the time you save you'll be able 
to customize off-the-shelf software to your 
own personal or business requirements. 

Ultimately you’ll use ProKey as a 
'super-command center* operating your 
own software programs together to aeate 
a totally unique, incredibly creative system. 

ProKey is available at most 
Computeriand stores and wherever fine 
software is sold 

Once you use ProKey you!! never 
curse your cursor again. 





RoseSoft Inc. 

4710 University Way. N.E. 

Suite 601. 

Seattle. WA 98105 
12061 524-2350 

CIRCLE 438 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
To run ProKey. youii need an IBM Personal O rnpuier or 
workalike OOS (any version, including 2.0). and of 

RAM (WordStar requires 96K). 

WOKtStai , VwCalC WkI dBM* O irMcmarlis. '*4(>«>c(iv0ly. 0* 

Micro Pro. Veicoro VKl A«ntoo TB)« 



PC NEWS 


People in the News: Kazuhiko Nishi 

Japan’s software wonder has opened many doors for Microsoft, but has he also closed some? 

BY KATHLEEN BURTON 


Bellevue. Washington — 
The gods must have been 
smiling back in 1977 when 
Kazuhiko (Kay) Nishi 
picked up the phone in 
Tokyo and placed a long dis- 
tance call to Bill Gates 
"somewhere" in New Mex- 
ico. He was only 2.500 miles 
off from where Gates, the 
chief executive of Microsoft 
in Bellevue. Washington, 
really was. But the deter- 
mined Nishi knew what he 
wanted. 

"I had decided that if the 
Japanese couldn’t come up 
with good software, then I 
would try." said the 2 1 -year- 
old dropout from Tokyo’s 
prestigious Waseda Univer- 
sity. Access to Bill Gates and 
his BASIC programming 
language was a key compo- 
nent in Nishi’s plan. 

After finally reaching 
Gates on the phone. Nishi 
offered him a plane ticket to 
Japan, which Gates de- 
clined. The two ultimately 
met at a microcomputer 
show 2 months later and 
"talked for 9 hours straight." 
according to Gates, who 
found they had much in com- 
mon. 

Both were 21 years old. 
ex-Eagle Scouts, and recent 
college dropouts (Gates, a 
math major, had left Har- 
vard). Both had financial 
backing from their families 
and. most importantly, both 
were convinced of the soft- 
ware Zeitgeist that lay in the 
untapped, still-dormant .soft- 
ware market. 


The two signed a one- 
page dtKument and agreed 
to do business. Since then, 
"we’ve done over $.50 mil- 
lion worth of business based 
on that one-page eontract." 


said Gates. 

As an abstract thinker and 
level-headed businessman. 
Nishi. is a good foil for 
Gales’ more theoretical and 
technical approach. To- 
gether they have piloted Mi- 
crosoft from an obscure, out- 
of-lhe-mainsteam software 
firm into one of the major 
software players. Its reve- 
nues hit the $I(X) million 
mark in fiscal 1983. and. ac- 
cording to one estimate, it 
supplied 40 percent of all 
personal computer software 
in 1983. 

The trust between Nishj 
and Gates deepened in July 


1980 when IBM approached 
Microsoft in its search for an 
operating system for its yel- 
lo-be released personal com- 
puter. Gales reportedly 
thought about sending IBM 


to rival Digital Research. 
Inc., and its CP/M and 
CP/M-86 operating sys- 
tems. But. trusting Nishi’s 
business acumen. Gates 
custom tailored 86-DOS. a 
16-bil operating system that 
Microsoft had licensed from 
Seattle Computer Products, 
a small hardware firm in the 
Northwest. The wide accep- 
tance of this operating sys- 
tem. MS-DOS. has placed 
Microsoft in control of a crit- 
ical niche, and more impor- 
tantly, enabled the company 
to set industry standards in 
languages and operating sys- 
tems. 


Few people in the micro- 
computer industry are neu- 
tral about Kay Nishi. He is 
described by those who 
know him as “driven," "a 
man of many faces." “vola- 
tile." and "scary." Gates 
calls him "Japan’s only true 
entrepreneur." A college ac- 
quaintance says, “Kay al- 
ways wanted to be the Jap- 
anese version of Howard 
Hughes. For a while he read 
everything about Hughes he 
could get his hands on." 

Nishi is elusive. He flits 
from Tokyo to both U.S. 
coasts and exists in a per- 
petual jet lag, overseeing his 
several business interests as 
vice president for new tech- 
nologies at Microsoft, and 
president and CEO of his 
own company, ASCII Cor- 
poration which publishes 
Japan’s most popular mi- 
crocomputing magazine. 
ASCII. 

His jam-packed 20-hour 
workdays are legendary. 
One of Gates’ assistants re- 
cently found Nishi "asleep 
on the floor near a Coke ma- 
chine" following a long 
weekend of back-to-back 
meetings at Micro.soft. "I 
just let him sleep." she said 
sympathetically. “Kay’s 
been known to arrive in 
Bellevue from Tokyo in the 
morning and return to Japan 
the same day. It’s not un- 
usual." 

Even Nishi’s detractors 
acknowledge that he is doing 
more to help Japanese PC 
manufacturers penetrate the 
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Compute and print 
client tax returns 
in minutes 


on your microcomputer with 

MICRO-TAK 


That's right, in just m 
client's completed m iel un i 

Think about it ... you incwwi client volume, you increase 
Plus, you save the cost ol your computer service bureau— and 
complete client security. 

FEDERAL AND STA'Tt PACKAGES TO MEET EVERY NEED MICRO-TAX’ 
otters four Federal tax pactoges and 25 state packages (fully integrated 
with the Level II Program), so you can select the programs that best meet 
your needs: 

Level I— Federal Individual Package: for individuals preparing their own taxes. 
Level II— Federal Professional Individual Package: for accountants, 
registered agents, tax attorneys, and other tax professionals. 

Level III— Federal Partnership/Corporate Package: for those who pre- 
pare Federal Partnership, Corporate, and Subchapter S returns. 

Level IV— Overseas Tax Package: addresses the unique tax situations 
of United States Expatriates. 

Levels II. III. and IV have a deprecialion module and automalically com- 
pute underpayment penalties and minimum tax. In addition. Levels II and 
III automalically compute self-employment taxes, and Level II computes 
income averagiitg 

FLEXIBLE DATA ENTRY. With MICRO-TAX’ you can organize data entry 
in a sequence similar to that of manual tax preparation, or you can 
choose another sequence. The 
menu driven system makes data 
entry simple. 

MULTIPLE PRINTING OP- 
TIONS. Ybu can input client tax 
information at the time ot inter- 
view and produce forms imme- 
diately. or enter data during the 
day and batch print returns at 
night MICRO-TAX’ prints your 
returns on IRS forms, IRS ap- 
proved substitute forms, or 
with transparent overlays. 

TAXNET’— TELETEXT SUP- 
PORT NETWORK. MICRO-TAX’ 
cuslomers can now have access 
to an electronic mailbox and 
instantaneous memoboard 
through the TAXNET’ 


your 


teletext support network With TAXNET,’ you can send information, ask 
questions, get answers and updates— directly through your computer 
and a modem. 

TAX ORGANIZER Now MICRO-TAX’offers a Tax Organizer \t)u get both 
the sottware and the forms, so each year, you can send your clients an 
organizer with the prior year's client data printed on it. 

HARDWARE COMPATIBILITY MICRO-TAX’ is compatible with your IBM 
PC 'XT.’ DEC Rainbow,’ Radio Shack.’ or any other personal computer 
with CP'M-80,’ PC DOS,’ or MS DOS’— from 
Apple’ to Zenith. ’ 

So. take the tedium out of tax preparation— save time and money— 
Call Micro-Tax' lor complete details, 
or call your local dealer. 


• AM forms and schedules subjeci to final IRS changes for f983 las year 

• 25 Integiaied slate returns available • Orders taken lor veailv update packages 

• Transparencies level I. S1S0; Levels M. III. IV. $250 each 


•C PM— :r«emar.c»Oig:uiBei»vr,;h 
in: OCCflj'pfcow itide-natk of r 5 ■», 
tCjipnvenl Co»B MlCRO-TAX jofl TAXNEI 
iraoemd'fcs 0< MicroCOmBute: ' 

In: MS 00s -ItaiJf'nafli ‘j* M L;u,r;!l 
Corp PC DOS IBM PC and 18M XT. 
ifaOfTiariis of IBM Appie • ' 

Apple Con';.’. . trj(VT£r. ;• 

Hearn CompAny and !•: 'f - Raurc Corp 
Radio SMck itaden'afi , ,ip 


MICRO-TAX* MICROCOMPUTER TAXSYSTEMS. INC. 

6203 Variel Avenue. Suite A Woodland Hills. CA 91367 Dept. ID Phone (213) 704-7800 
(Area code changes to I8I8). effective January 1984) 
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U.S. market than any other 
person or company. Nishi 
has solidified crucial links 
between Japanese computer 
manufacturers and the U.S, 
PC marketplace by routinely 
redirecting Japanese micro 
makers to Microsoft and 
MS-DOS as their first stop in 
the U.S. Largely as a result 
of Nishi's efforts, 31 Jap- 
anese companies use MS- 
DOS on their machines. 

Nishi's decidedly western 
approach to business and his 
brash immixiest style have 
cost him allies in Japan. 
More serious, however, are 
allegations from several key 
industry executives that 
Nishi has been indiscreet 
about parlaying his overlap- 
ping business concerns to his 
own advantage, revealing 
U.S. proprietary design 
specifications to Japanese 
manufacturers. (Given Mi- 
crosoft's position as software 
developer, it is commonly 
given hardware still on the 
drawing boards.) 

Some industry watchers 
maintain that this security 
question is one reason IBM 
has not announced support 
of Microsoft's Windows 
software and why it is repor- 
tedly developing a proprie- 
tary operating system (in 
applications software) for 
the PC and other products — 
possibly positioning itself as 
a competitor with its former 
partner. 

Many consider Nishi's 
publishing ventures — which 
publish the details of com- 
panies he does business 
with — a conflict of interest. 
"People are afraid to cross 
Kay because they're afraid of 
jeopardizing their Microsoft 
umbrella," maintains Jean 
Yates, president of Yates 
Venturers, a Los Altos. Cali- 
fornia market research firm. 


“People are Jealous." 
Nishi merely says of his crit- 
ics. Microsoft sources agree, 
underscoring Nishi's long 
term relationship with Gates 
and the Microsoft first com- 
mandment: Never discuss 
current projects in progress. 

Nishi and Gates are cur- 
rently setting up the MSX 
hardware standard in Japan, 
attempting to open Japan's 
high volume, low-end hard- 
ware market to software 
developers worldwide. 
Member manufacturers will 
prtxluce home computers 
that share basic hardware 
features, allowing software 
compatibility and por- 
tability. Largely because of 
Nishi's efforts, the MSX 
standard has been accepted 
by 14 of Japan's leading elec- 
tronics companies and two 
U.S, manufacturers. Coleco 
and Spectra- Video. 

Industry experts are di- 
vided over MSX's impact on 
the U.S. market. While 
some predict that it will be- 
come the U.S, home stan- 
dard. others feel it has 
missed the market entirely. 


Jean Yates predicts a 
"strong anti-MSX backlash 
at the consumer level in 
1984," with Gates targeted 
as "the man w ho lirst opened 
the door to the Japanese in 
the U.S." 

Although three Japanese 
firms have already produced 
MSX machines and several 
have commercial products in 
the works, the Japanese Min- 
istry of International Trade 
and Industry (MITI) is repor- 
tedly influencing the 14 sig- 
natory companies to with- 
draw from the agreement, or 
to prtxluce no significant 
commercial applications. 

A recent Nishi/Gates suc- 
cess story was a collabora- 
tive effort resulting in the 
introduction of the Radio 
Shack TRS-80 Model 100 
lap-sized computer in 
mid-1983. (A similar version 
from NEC had been released 
in Japan earlier in the year.) 
The MtxJel 100 is a best- 
seller — 75,000 machines in 
1983, according to one mar- 
ket research group. 

In November, 1983. the 
elusive Nishi popped up at 


the lavish COMDEX party 
hosted by Microsoft at that 
surreal pantheon of the 
garish; Caesar's Palace in 
Las Vegas. Nibbling cheese 
and sipping champagne, the 
cherub-faced Nishi looked at 
home rubbing shoulders 
with industry luminaries. 

"IBM's mad at me." he 
said. "They want our rela- 
tionship to be like this." He 
placed his palms together. 
"Whereas 1 want that rela- 
tionship to be like this." He 
touched the tips of his index 
fingers together, lightly 
smiled, and shrugged his 
shoulders. 

Nishi's eyes widened. 
"It's not the money, you 
know." he said leaning 
closer. "1 love computers and 
I've got so many ideas about 
what they can do." 

According to Microsoft 
insiders, Nishi intends to se- 
quester himself in Tokyo for 
the next several months 
working on key projects; a 
second generation TRS-80 
Model 100 portable, the next 
phase of MSX. an intelligent 
copier, and a personal com- 
puter attachment to generate 
"human sounding music." 
Also reportedly in the works 
are graphics displays that 
"introduce the illusion of 
motion into computer 
games," and a ""perfect 
mate" software package that 
can develop an ideal mate 
composite from a melange of 
50,000 pictures subliminally 
flashed on a monitor. 

Nishi's pairing with Gates 
and the Microsoft team will 
be critical in the volatile year 
ahead as Microsoft gears to 
fend off rivals in the win- 
dowing software competi- 
tion. Both Nishi and Gates 
must be hoping that the gods 
of computer software are still 
smiling. ■ 


Be Glad K Didn’t Happen lb Alexander 

Last fall. RB Robot Corporation prepared a landmark 
event: a so-called "transcontinental" phone conversation be- 
tween two robots. One RB5X robot in Denver's Museum of 
Natural History was to call another at the Center for Science 
and Industry in Columbus. Ohio, and ask it to perform a 
simple chore. 

RB Corp. hoped the test would show that fully program- 
mable robots may someday be versatile personal servants, 
able to relay information or call for help using communica- 
tions technology. 

On September 28. the RB5X in Denver used its modem to 
hook into the phone line to Columbus. When RB5X in 
Columbus picked up the phone, however, it did not hear its 
instructions. It seems there was too much static on the phone 
line that had been specially rigged to avoid the switchboard at 
the museum. 

There was nothing to do but say Goodbye. Columbus. 
RB "s engineers went home to Golden. Colorado to work — on 
refining the hardware, not begging for better phone lines. ■ 


62 


PC MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 21 . 19M 


Don’t call her cheap. Gill her beautiful. 

The Bonnie Blue" 

Word Processing System for the IBM Personal Computer 


It’s obvious what makes her so cheap, but what makes 
Bonnie Blue so beautiful? Bonnie Blue is a new and easy-to-use 
word processing program for the IBM Personal Computer. 

The Full System. The Bonnie Blue System includes in one 
program a full screen Editor, a Printing module and a useful 
Toolbox. It includes the features you've come to expect, and 
more: 

complete cursor control: by character, word, line; page up and 
down instantly; go to top, bottom of document; auto scroll 
towards top or bottom 
word wrap 

margin justiPication, centering 

adjustable margins, tabs, indents 

reformat paragraphs 

move, copy, delete, paste blocks 

find with delete, insert, replace and wild card characters 

keyboard remapping 

multi-iine headers, footers 

Bonnie Blue can handle lines longer than the screen is wide, 
by horizontally scrolling the line. And, unlike some programs. 
Bonnie Blue lets you include any displayable character in your 
text, such as block graphics and foreign language characters. 

Unique Features. With Bonnie Blue, you can "paint " 
display attributes onto your text, by the character, word, or 
line, or automatically as you enter text. With the monochrome 
adapter, you can paint any combination of underlined, bold, 
reverse video or blinking. With an 80 column monitor and the 
color/graphics adapter, this translates into a palette of lOcolor 
combinations to choose from. And if your computer has both 
monitors, Bonnie Blue lets you use them both, shifting back 
and forth as you wish. 

IBM Personal Computer is a trademark of IBM Corp. 
aRCLE 110 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Bonnie Blue Software 

□ Send me the Bonnie Blue System. I am 
enclosing $50 (NY State residents please 
add 7% sales tax). 


Powerful Printing Module. You can use these colors or 
display attributes to highlight text on the screen, and Bonnie 
Blue can remove them from a file when you want (all files 
created by Bonnie Blue are DOS standard). The Printing 
module understands these text attributes, and you can map 
them into any single printer function or combination. 

For example, normally you would want underlined text to 
print underlined. But you can tell Bonnie Blue to print 
underlined characters as both underlined and bold. Bright text 
on the screen can mean double struck, or emphasized and in 
italics. You are at the controls. 

The first Print formatting module supports all the text 
capabilities of the Epson MX series with Graftrax Plus. By the 
time this ad appears, we will be supporting other popular 
dot-matrix and letter quality printers. 

More than thirty "dot" commands give you added control of 
the format of your finished document. You can send it to a disk 
file instead of the printer, or preview the final page formatting 
on the screen. 

Toolbox. The Toolbox is a set of useful functions, called 
"filters” that allow you toextract information from your files 
and transform their content. With these tools, you can join 
files together, sort lines of text, count words, find and 
substitute patterns, etc. Writers and programmers find this a 
useful collection of productivity enhancers. 

Bonnie Blue is also great for a hard disk system . A thorough 
User's Guide, complemented by help screens and roadmaps, 
make the Bonnie Blue an exceptionally easy-to-learn and 
easy-to-use system. 

Order yours today, or send for our free brochure. Bonnie 
Blue is available exclusively from Bonnie Blue Software, 

P.O. Box 536, Liverpool, NY 13088. 



□ Check enclosed □ VISA n MasterCard Sorry, no COD. 

Credit Card No Expires_ 

Signature 

Name 

Address 


Minimum 

recommended system: 

IBM PC, 128K, 2 disk drives, 
PC-DOS 1.1 or 2.0, 80-column 
monitor or monochrome adapter, 
or both, Epson MX-80 or 
MX-1 00 with Graftrax Plus. 


City State Zip, 

Company 


Versions available soon for PCjr. 
Write for details. 


PC 2/21/84 


In The 
Beginning 

There was the “Shoe-Box” 
accounting system... 



But Now There’s Mini-Ledger 


While those dinosaur-size companies resort 
to large, integrated computer accounting 
packages, your modest-size company can 
track key income and expense activities 
through the use of Paradigm’s single-entry 
Mini-Ledger program. And you can do this 
for only $150.00. 

With Mini-Ledger, you can define up to 99 
codes like your company car expenses, 
entertainment, rent, payroll, cash flow. ..it's 
up to you. And because Mini-Ledger is so 
easy to use. you don't need any accounting 


experience to run it. Also, several printouts 
are available to help you prepare clear and 
accurate statements of your financial opera- 
tion. That's ideal for tax purposes. 

To employ Mini-Ledger, you need either 
CP/M, CP/M-86 or MS-DOS. at least one 
disk drive, and a 132 column printer. A 
demo version with user's-manual is available 
for $30.00. 

With Mini-Ledger, those prehistoric days 
of Shoe-Box accounting are over. 


PARADIGM CONSULTANTS 



39243 Liberty Street, Suite L • Fremont. CA 94538 • (415) 796-0543 

CP'M « a te9«ereo itaoamark of Oignal ResMrcn Corperanon 
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BRING WORDS TO LIFE 
IN YOUR BUSINESS PRESENTATIONS 

(On Your IBM Personal Computer) 



SIGN-MASTER is an exciting new program 
that for the first time lets you transform ordin- 
ary-looking proposals and special reports into 
dynamic, color^l word presentations. Before 
SIGN-MASTER, it required a graphics artist 
or typesetter to create impressive word presenta- 
tions. a time-consuming and costly option. 
Now. crettte a variety of headlines, subheads, 
italics, or a variety of texts in 6 different type 
styles and 16 different sizes in up to 8 colors. 
With SIGN-MASTER's amazing flexibility, 
you can produce hi^v-quality word presentations 
in color, on paper, overhead transparencies, or 
instant slides (with the Polaroid Palette). When 
graphs are needed to highlight your data, our 
CHART-MASTER graphics software is avail- 
able to do the job. 

SIGN-MASTER can also be used to create 
effective instruction materials, bulletin board 
announcements and direct mail pieces that 
demand attention. To generate real impact, 
SIGN-MASTER word presentations can be as 
colorful as you like, depending on the plotter or 
printer you use. And you can be as creative as 
you like capitalizing or italicizing a single 
character, a single word, or an entire line at the 
touch of a key. 


WOULD YOU RATHER PRESENT 
THIS? OR THIS? 


MONEY MARKET CERTIFICATES 


TERM 

ANNUAL 

ANNUAL 


YIELD % 

RATE % 

90 Day 

10.67 

10.00 

6 Month 

10.39 

9.75 

12 Month 

10.67 

10.00 

IR Month 

11.231 

10.50 

24 Month 

11.514 

10.75 

30 Month 

11.514 

10.75 


* Annual rate on $S00 Minimum 
Deposit. Compounded daily, 
credited monthly. 

No additional deposits allowed. 


MONEY MARKET CERTIFICATES 


TSUI 

ANNUAL 

YIELD X 

ANNUAL* 

RATE X 

90 Day 

10.67 

10.00 

6 Month 

10.39 

9.75 

12 Month 

10.67 

10.00 

16 Month 

11.231 

10.50 

24 Month 

11.514 

10.75 

30 Month 

11.514 

10.75 


♦ ^ruat rate on $500.00 Minimum Deposit. 
Compounded daily, credited monthly. 

No additional d^>osil$ allowed. 



Best of ail. SIGN-MASTER's on-screen in- 
stnictkxis and variety of options make you a 
“SIGN-MASTER** expert without special 
training. 

SIGN-MASTER - the first software program 
that brings word presentations to life. 
SIGN-MASTER works on the IBM PC and 
supports a wide variety of plotters and prirtcis. 

The suggested retail price for SIGN- 
MASTER-is $245. and for CH ART- 
MASTER-is $375. 

For the name of your nearest SIGN- 
MASTER or CHART- MASTER dealer. caU: 

DecisionResources 


BUSINESS GRAPHICS MAKE THINGS HAPPEN - as shown by the following 
Wharton Business School research. 

When graphics presentations in business meetings, using an overhead projector, were 
used: 

BUSINESS DECISIONS FAVORED THE GRAPHICS PRESENTER - 
68% favored the presenter's point of view when graphics were used, only 
32% favored the presenter when none were used. 

PRESENTERS WERE PERCEIVED AS PROS • Presenters using graphics 
were considered more professional, persuasive, effective than the presenters who used 
no graphics. 

GROUP AGREEMENT WAS GREATER - 79% reached agreement in the group 
using a graphics presentation vs 58% in the control group using none. 

MEETINGS TOOK LESS TIME - 28% less than when no graphics or other 
visual aids were used. 


Software for Decision Makers 

25 Sylvan Rd. S. Westport, CT 
(203) 222-1374 

Send now for 
FREE Information. 

"What Business 
Graphics can 
do for you”. y 


SIGN-MASTER and CHART-MASTER are trademarts of Locus l-l-J b a Iradenxark of Lotus DevelopRMnt Ccep. 
Decision Resources, Iik. IBM PC is a trademark of the International Business Machines 

YisiCalc is a trademark of VisiCorp. Inc. Corporation. Apple lie it a trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 
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SCELLENT PRICE 




WordStar'/MicroPro 

^245 

dBase IF/ Ashton Tate 

$399 

Smart Modem 1200B'"/Hayes 

$399 

Multi Plan”/Microsoft 

$169 

Microsoft Word™ 
with Mouse/Microsoft 

$324 

*l1us mIcr lAX and fthippln^ "Freithi prepaid imiKtJenKiwrSUKKI 

)ffcr endk R.+»niary l'W4 


EXPERTADVICE. 



When you buy business software from ITM, you always get an excellent priee. 

But you also get free expert advice. About which software programs are right for your 
partieular needs. We earry over 9Wo of PC and CP/M c-ompatible software, ineluding all 
the eorporate bestsellers. 

iVll you have to do is pick up the phone. 

You’ll be assigned a personal ITM Software Consulmnt who will help you ch<K)se your 
software and make sure it gets to you prompdy. 

And after your first purehase, ITM will provide you with ongoing information about 
the latest and best programs for your future software decisions. 

Call ITM. Because when you’re in the market for software, you deserve more than 
an excellent priee. You deserve expert advice. 

ITM 

SOFTWMIE DISTRIBUTORS 

(800)334-3404 
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Compare Best’s Professional 
Finance Program to anyone’s. 
The competition just isn’t up to par. 


ORCLE Ul ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Use this score card to compare Best's 
Professional Finance Program to the Home 
Accountant Plus, or any other financial 
program. You won't find any that can make 
financial management simpler or more 
effective. 

The Professional Finance Program is 
software that has all the features you want, 
txjt is simple to operate. The keys to its 
simplicity include a help menu linked to 
current activity, and other aids like budget, 
account, and tax/sort names displayed on 
the screen. The program also comes with a 
fully Indexed user's manual and is backed 
up by Best's free customer support. 

The Professional Finance Program is 
also a great help at tax time. It provides 
financial information for easy input into 
Best Program's PC/TaxCut™. a tax 
preparation and planning package. 
Combine the two programs and you have a 
complete financial and tax package. 

If you already own the Home Accountant 
Plus'" , don't consider that a handicap, 
because Best is offering you a $1CX) rebate. 
The program is compatible with the IBM 
PC. PC/XT, COMPAQ, Columbia Data 
Products, and Eagle Computers. For 
more information about the rebate or the 
Professional Finance Program, call 1-800- 
368-2405. In Virginia call 1-703-931-1300. 
Or write to Best Programs. 5134 Leesburg 
Pike, Alexandria, VA 22302. 


*Home Accountant Plus'* is a trademarK o< Continental Software. 


hlKBEST 
! iPROGRAMS 

"The Quality Software Company" 


^ Score Card ^ 

Feature 

Professional 

Finance 

Program'" 

Home 

Accountant 

Plus'"* 

Other 

Budget Codes 

1,170 

200 


Tax ID Codes 

99 

1 


Transactions Displayed 
Per Screen 

16 

1 


Number of Checkbooks 

26 

5 


80-Column Screen 

Yes 

No 


On-Screen Calculator 

Yes 

No 


Password Protection 

Yes 

No 


Address Book for 

Payees 

Yes 

No 


Speedy Compiled Basic 

Yes 

No 


Full Use of IBM PC 
Function Keys 

Yes 

No 







Get the rn^:; computing power from your 
IBM/PC Jr. w^p^ese exciting Amdek monitors. 

The COLOR-K‘Jfe:epts composite video input 
for complete^jiCompatibility . . . and it has a 
. built-in speot^ and quality resolution. It's the 
'■* most populoi^Blor monitor in the entire world! 


for peanuts 


The VIDE0-300 with amber or green screen 
provides 80 column text or graphics display 
capability . . . and its nylon mesh, non-glare 
screen eliminates distracting reflections. 

Both monitors are backed with the best 
warranty in the business (2 years!) . . . and you 
won't have to shell out a lot of money to own 
one. 



2201 Lively Blvd • I Ik Grove Village IL 6000/ 

(312; 364 1180 ILX 25 4/86 

l/tGlONAl OLMCIS SouthernCalif (/t4)662 3949 • lexas (817)498-2334 

Northern Calif (408)3/0 93/0 • [)enver (303) 794 149/ 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S SCREEN/ PAUL SOMERSON 


Welcome To IBMdex 

COMDEX and Las Vegas are a perfect match; both are 
overblown, excessive, and nearly obscene. This year, 83,000 
turned out to find that everything’s IBM. 


I f the Russiam ever decide to give this 
country the big national chest X-ray, 
virtually every American city will be bar- 
becued to a einder. Las Vegas, however, 
will probably emerge unscathed; there’s 
nothing there worth nuking. 

Well, that’s not entirely aecurate. An 
hour or two after the sun slices into the 
desert, vast giddy sheets of swirling, liq- 
uid neon compete for your rods and eones. 
strobing side by side in dizzy pyrotechnic 
excess. This is genuine American folk art, 
turning a dusty, isolated, little outback 
whistle-stop into a sort of adult Disney- 
land. The gambling and the smoky carnal- 
ity of the place don’t hurl it either. 

Still, if the Soviets did decide to stir-fry 
Vegas the last week of November, they’d 
cut off the flower of microcomputing. 
Everyone in the business is there, or has a 
real good rea.son why not. So why has 
COMDEX, the show of shows, the nexus 
of the computer culture, chosen to remain 
in this little bit of midwest heaven? Sim- 
ple. COMDEX is an orgy. And what bet- 
ter place for one than Sin City, USA? 

No Room at the Inn 

Vegas strains a bit more at the seams 
with each successive COMDEX incarna- 
tion. This past year a frightening 83,000 
voyeurs went elbow-to-elbow in the 
world’s bigge,st computer candy store, 
temporarily increasing the urban popula- 



Paul Somerson 


tion by one half. In this distant outpost of 
laid-back Marlboro country, it was a treat 
to see rival gangs of corporate computer 
bigwigs going at it tooth and nail for one of 
the city’s paltry 500 taxis. Or to watch 
wealthy lips that had switched directly 
from mother’s milk to Dorn Perignon sud- 
denly confronted with ballpark-quality 
swill served up at concession stands trail- 
ing block-long queues. Or to share the 
moment as a mighty corporation president 
discovers that the only available seal to 
New York is on a flight that stops at 16 
Piper Cub landing strips en route. 

A large chunk of this charivari was the 
contingent from the fourth estate, desper- 
ately eyeing each new geegaw to a.scertain 
whether this was the one — the headliner 


that would kick the indu.stry for an Immel- 
mann. COMDEX is chockablock with 
reporters. PR hypes, industrial spies, and 
other predators, and when this mob begins 
to buzz about a hot new item, the feeding 
frenzy starts in earnest. While hordes of 
flacks and hacks at the 1983 fanfaronade 
were trying to decide whether such poten- 
tial show-stoppers as Panasonic’s Senior 
Partner, Radio Shack’s Tandy 2000, or 
Jack2 were worthy of inky apotheosis, 
you couldn’t get near the respective 
booths. 

Unfortunately, there really wasn’t 
much for the sharks. Yes, this year every- 
thing seems faster, smaller, cheaper, 
sleeker, more powerful. But the real news 
was that there wasn’t much news. Except, 
perhaps, that they should change the name 
next year from COMDEX to IBMdex. 
PCs and XTs and their ubiquitous off- 
spring anchored virtually eveiy exhibit. If 
you were wearing a green “press" ribbon 
as you slogged down the aisles, odds were 
you couldn’t go 30 feet before a tag team 
of rabid public relations thugs pounced on 
you to wax rhapsodic about how its cli- 
ent’s pathetic 8088-based toaster oven was 
leagues belter than the genuine artiele 
from IBM. Or. as one canny observer put 
it: “All these guys should be standing on 
each other’s shoulders. Instead, they’re all 
standing on each other’s feet." 

There were other attractions besides the 
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SOFTCON 

LaSuptniome 

PALANTIK" WORD PROCESSING 

WE DON’T HAVE TO BEEF UP OUR GUARANTEE 

WITH A LOT OF BULL 


Other software companies give 
you disclaimers. Palantir gives you a 
real guarantee: Palantir backs its soft- 
ware with 90 days of free phone sup- 
port via a toll-free number. When you 
call, we won’t tell you to ask your 
dealer or read your manual; we’ll 
answer your question, free of charge. 
If we can’t solve your problem, we’ll 
replace your Palantir ^fhvare with 
any competitive software of compar- 
able value. 


We couldn’t make an offer like 
this if we weren’t confident about 
Palantir word processing. It’s easy to 
learn, easy to use, easy to live with. 

Palantir word-processing soft- 
ware is designed for microcomputers. 
Yet it gives you all the features of a 
dedicated word processor. You 
won’t find a better system on the 
market today. 

To find out more about Palantir 
software, mark the reader-service card 


in this issue or call, roll-free: 
1-800-368-3797. In Texas, call 
713-520-8221. 

We’ll respond with detailed 
information on Palantir software and 
a free “No Bull” 
butron. A closer look 
will convince you 
that we’re not just 
one of the herd. 

And that’s no hull. 



Palantir Soih^'arc 3400 Montrose Blvd. Suite 718 Houston, Texas 77006 
Palantir is a trademark of Palantir, Inc. 
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EDITOR’S SCREEN 


cookie-cutter clones, of course. One was a 
profusion of so-called “environments.” 
The trendiest were those that divide up 
your monitor to resemble a conventional 
office work area. Its madcap inventors 
think this will turn every computer user 
into a paradigm of organization. What this 
really means, however, is that now your 
computer screen can be as sloppy as your 
desk. Another eye-opener was the profu- 
sion of dense storage media. Fujitsu, for 
instance, was flogging a hard disk that 
could slip into your XT and hold 86 megs 
of data. Nice, but after you put the entire 
Encyclopedia Britannica on it, and all 
your floppies, what do you fill up the rest 
with? 

Barkers, Stars, and Freaks 

COMDEX is a field day for marketing 
mavens and industry watchers. First 
there’s the sizzle, the glitzy big money 
snake oil shows, the unctuous camy bar- 
kers, the freaks dressed as General Patton 
or a giant box of disks. There's the star 
fever when one or another boy millionaire 
makes his appearance and is instantly 
swarmed by computer groupies. There are 
the hoarse rumors (the two whispered to 
me most often were the old standbys that 
IBM is going to dump Microsoft and that 
AT&T is just a signature away from snap- 
ping up DEC). There are the PR night- 
mares, such as the three computer sys- 
tems, from three different manufacturers, 
all called The Commuter Computer and all 
selling for the same price. And the acres of 
models who mn your flimsy little badges 
through the charge account machines. 
And the jokewate — computers in shades 
of pink or robin's egg blue, services that 
promise (or threaten?): “You will never 
buy software again,” a disk drive that runs 
18-inch floppies, and much mote. 

What is most astonishing though, is the 
show’s swollen scale. There were 1 1 
miles of aisles, and 5,700 booths, ranging 
from glorified .shower stalls to multitiered 
fortresslike installations sprawling over 
hundreds of carpeted square feet complete 
with plush, wainscotted offices. Some of 


these dreadnoughts reputedly cost their 
sponsors hundreds of thousands to ham- 
mer together. One even sported a bump- 
and-grind artist on Its roof, thrashing 
through an exercise routine that would 
make Jane Fonda blush. 

To make matters worse, the 1983 
COMDEX came in five not-so-easy 

If you’re lucky you 
get wined and dined 
and whatever in 
some luxo Vegas 
boite or hospitality 
suite. 

pieces. If you didn’t want to miss any- 
thing, you had to traipse through two con- 
vention centers and the ballrooms of three 
far-flung hotels. Next year promises new 
heights of aggravation, as the show’s 
sponsor, not one to pa.ss up a dollar, 
extends the floor space to two additional 
hotels. You get the feeling that if the bucks 
were there, COMDEX would put a dome 
over the entire city and roll blue shag car- 
pets down the macadam. They’re now 
promoting yet another week of lunacy — 
this time a winter edition in sunny L. A. — 
and the troops are almost in open revolt. 
To lift a phrase from the Paul Ehrlich 
crowd, stop at two, guys. 

Trick or Treat 

Still, all the grousing to the contrary, 
COMDEX is a ball, especially for journal- 
ists. You walk around with the standard- 
issue plastic shopping bags given out free 
at many of the choicer exhibits, and essen- 
tially go door to door, stopping every few 
feet to open the handles and blurt out, 
“PC Magazine — trick or treat. ” Afterthe 
omnipresent brown-shirted guards kick 
the last wandering souls out at 5:30, the 
scene shifts to identical canape-groaning 
boards and assembly-line bats in all the 
hotels: only the vendor names on the front 
door change. If you’re lucky you get 


wined and dined and whatever in some 
luxo Vegas boite or hospitality suite. 

Years ago, before the federal govern- 
ment decided to make criminals out of 
ordinary citizens and foster disregard for 
the law by setting the speed limit at 55. 
Nevada was the only state with no official 
top end on the highways. When you 
cruised in from, say, Utah, you’d be 
greeted by a sign that hollered: “Welcome 
to Nevada. Speed Limit — Reasonable and 
Proper.” Nothing else about the state is. 
Signs by the roadside, for instance: “Dou- 
ble Your Paycheck.” Sure. Or how about 
one of the city’s big tourist meccas — the 
Liberace Museum. I get goosebumps just 
thinking about it. 

Vegas is as much of a 24-hour city as 
New York or LA. No clocks or windows 
in the casinos to distract the players. Res- 
taurants that never close and give away 
meals at such low prices you’d think they 
were in pounds, not dollars. Plus bizarre 
entertainment — the lounge band where 
we stayed starred four Filipinos in white 
suits belting out a broken English version 
of the theme from TV’s “Love Boat.” A 
class act. 

There ate other distractions. I have to 
admit, it took a while when I returned 
home to get used to a building lobby that 
wasn’t filled with com-fed Okies in leisure 
suits popping quarters into one-armed 
bandits. And if you don’t get your jollies 
out of trading a dollar bill for 93 cents, you 
could stomp on your accelerator in other 
bizarre ways, the most foolhardy of which 
was probably by visiting FlyAway, where 
you ante up ten smackers to wait (or 2 
hours to dress in a baggy flight suit (a la 
Woody Allen in Sleeper) and football hel- 
met, then leap into a padded room over a 
screaming 16-foot airplane propeller 
pointing straight up and open full throttle, 
where you’re blasted up to the ceiling if 
you’re good at it and prevented from 
becoming a radish in a monstrous blender 
by two thin layers of chicken wire between 
you and the blades. Well, as they say, life 
is a gamble. Still, would I miss next year’s 
extravaganza? Ate you kidding? ■ 
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Plain Talk About Printers... 


Dot matrix 


There've been some big changes in 
I BM-PC printer compatability. 
Okidata's new Plug-n-Play ROMs 
(see bek>^ make a Microline 92. 93 
or 84 fully compatible with the I8M- 
PC, screen dump graphics & all. If 
you're Interested in full compata- 
bility, thafs the package to get We 
expect that other printer manu- 
facturers will offer similar upgrades 
shortly. 


c. rroH 


Prowriter 



C. Itoh's Prowriter(120 cps) 
features 1 0. 1 2. & 1 6 cpi, a 
proportional/correspondance quality 
font, double strike, double-width, 
sub/super scripts, dot graphics (1 60 
X 1 44 dpi). The ProwrIter 2 is the 
136 column version. 

Prowriter 8399.88 

Prowriter2 $719.88 


EPSON 


RX/FX Series 

The FX-SO (160 cps) has a 
correspondence font, 1 0. 1 2 & 1 7 
cpi. italics, double-strike/width/ 
emphasis & dot graphics, plus a 2K 
buHer. Friction & pin feed is 
standard; the adjustable tractor Is 
optional & cost extra The FX-100 is 
the 136 column version & includes 
the adjustable tractor. 

The RX-80 & RX-60 F/T (1 00 CpS) 
are upgraded versions of the MX 
Seriea 

Epson FX/RX tCALL 


MANNESMANN TALLY 


MT-160 L/180 L 
Spirit 



The MT-1 60 L (1 60 cps) features 
1 0, 1 2, 1 7 & 20 cpi, a corresport- 
dence font, italica enhanced/ 
boldface print, double-width, sub/ 
super scripts & underline, friction/ 
tractor feed. Parallel & RS-232C 
interfaces standard. The MT*ieo L 
is the 1 36 column version. 

The Spirit (80 cps). Tally’s new. low 
cost draft printer, has 1 0, 1 2 & 1 7 cpi 
fonta, italics, friction/tractor feed, 
and a unique square-wire printhead. 
80 columns & parallel only. 

MT-160 L $649.88 

MT-1 80 L $849.88 

MT-Spirit $329.88 


OKIDATA 


Microline Series 



The Microline 92 (1 60 cps) is ideal 
for word processing. It features 1 0. 

1 2 & 1 7 cpi. a correspondance font, 
double-width, emphasis/boidface, 
sub/superscripts, underlining, pin/ 
friction feed (tractor is optional on 
the 92) & dot-addressable graphics 
(1 20 X 1 44 dpi). The 93 is the 1 36 
column version. Parallel interfaces 
are standard; the 88-2320 interface 
is optional 

The Microline 84 (132 col) Is the 
Step 2 version, featuring 200 cps at 
10, 12, & 17 cpi (w/doubie-width), all 
with a correspondance mode & dot 
addressable graphics. Parallel or 
RS-232C interfaces available. 

A new PROM called PC Plug-n- 
Play turns a 92, 93 or an 84 into an 
IBM-PC compatible printer, with full 
capabilities. You will sacrafice a few 
features (like 1 2 cpi) but the PROMs 
are worth it If total compatibility is 
your goal. 

The Microline 82A (120 cps) is a 
data crunchers. Features 10 8 16 
cpi (5/8 double-width). Dot-address- 
able graphics are optional. The 63A 
Is the 1 36 column version. 

Microline Series $CALL 


PANASONIC 


KX-P1090 

A smart entry by Panasonic, the KX- 
PI 090 (80 cps) features 1 0, 1 2 & 1 6 
cpi, italics, double-width, half-width, 
enhanced/bold print dot graphics 
(120 X 144 dpi), friction/tractor feed 
& a 4,000,000 character ribbon. The 
Epson-compatible escape code 
sequences make it easy to install. 
Quiet printing & a sharp design 
make it ideal for home or office. 
Nationally serviced by Panasonic 
KX-P1090 $339.88 


STAN MICRONICS 


Gemini 10X/15X 
Delta 10/15 



The Gemini 10X (120 cps) features 
10, 1 2 & 1 7 cpi, italics, a correspon- 
dence font (iouble-width, emphasis/ 
boldface print sub/super scripts, 
underlining, graphics (1 20 x 144 
dpi), a 1 K buffer & friction/tractor 
feed. The Gemini 1 5X is the 1 32 
column version. 


The Delta 10 (160 cps) features 
both parallel & RS-232C interfaces, 

& an 8K buffer, plus all the 10X 
features mentioned above. The 
Delta 1 5 is a 1 36 column version. 

Gemini 10X $309.88 

Gemini 15 $459.88 

Delta 10 $529.88 

Delta 15 $CALL 


TOSHIBA 


P1350 

An exceptional printer that 
produces the best near-letter quality 
we’ve ever seen. The PI 350 prints 
at 192 cps(100 cps in near-letter 
quality), & features 132 columns, 10 
& 12 cp4 (plus double-width) & a 
near-letter quality font with 
proportional spacing. It has all the 
sub/superscripting features you'd 
expect, plus dot graphics (1 80 x 1 60 
dpi). Parallel or RS-232C interface 
(specify). 

PI 350 $1759.88 


Other Dot Matrix 
Printers We Carry 


ANADEX 

DP-9501 . . . 

$1189.88 

DP-9625... 

$1369.88 


WP-6000 $2279.88 


DIABLO 

Series 32 $1049.88 


IDS 

Prism 80 $1 079.88 

w/4-color $1439.88 

Prism 132 $1239.88 

w/4-color $1669.88 

MicroPrism $529.88 


INFOBUNNER 

RIteman $340.88 

Letter quality 


The new, low-speed letter-quality 
printers are making quality afforable. 
And the high-speed models are 
coming down in price too. Still get a 
dot matrix printer for drafts & as a 
backup. 


C. ITOH 


A1 0 Starwriter 
F10 Starwriter 
Printmaster 



The C. Itoh Starwriter (40 cps) 
features 10 or 12 cpi, sub^uper 
scripts, underlining, 6/8 Ipl. 1/48" 
line feed, 1/120” horizontal 
resolution. It uses Oume code & 
Diablo wheels & ribbons. The A-10 
Starwriter has the same specs, but 
it prints slower (20 cps). The 
Printmaster has the same specs, 
but it prints faster (55 cps). Both the 
Tractor Feed and the Sheet 
Feeder fit all three models. 

A-10 Starwriter $609.88 

F-10 Starwriter $1 219.88 

Printmaster $1 569.88 

Tractor Feed $289.88 

Single Bin Sheet Feeder 
(A10/F10) $619.88 



SILVER REED 


EXP-550/500 


The Silver Reed EXP-550 (1 7 cps) 
is a 1 32 column letter-quality printer 
with 1 0, 1 2 or 1 5 pitch, sub/super- 
script. underlining and true Diablo 
1 61 0 emulation, making it compat- 
ible with most word processing 
software. It's friction fed. and it 
features a page injector; an optional 
tractor is also available. 

The EXP-SOO (1 2 cps) is a 1 00 
column letter-quality printer with the 
same specs as the EXP-5S0, but 
slower and without page InjMt 


EXP-550 (Parallel) $699.88 

EXP-S50 Tractor $1 39.88 

EXP-500 (Parallel) $469.88 

EXP-500 Tractor $1 29.88 


NEC 


Spinwriters 

The new 2000 Series are slower (20 
cps), but they've retained all the 
qaulity of the 3500/7700 Series. 
Uses the same thimbles & ribbons. 

2010/2030 $879.68 

2050 $999.88 

3530 $1639.88 

3550 $1899.88 

7710/7730 $2159.88 


SMITH-CORONA 



The Memory Correct III Mes- 
senger (the full name) Is ideal for 
the home or small office. It combines 
the features of an electric typewriter 
and a letter-quality printer. It 
features 1 2 cpsi 3 pitches (1 0. 1 2 & 
15), variable line spacing. 10.5” 
writing line, backspacing & auto- 
correction. It comes complete with 
parallel/serial interface. 

Memory Correct III 

Messenger $629.68 

other Letter Quality 
Printers We Carry 


COMREX 

CR'l 

CR-1 Tractor 

CR-2 

CR-2 Tractor 

. . $849.88 
$104.68 
. . $509.68 
....$94.88 

DIABLO 



630 (PC) 

$1 979.88 

OUME 


Sprint 11 + t1 539.88 




COLUMBIA 


Monitors 

MCC 


JB-1 205/1 201 M 



SKck design & slick specifications. 
The NEC JB-1 205M Is the amber 
version. The JB-1 201 M is the green 
screen. Both offer 80 columns on a 
1 2 ” diagonal screen, with an 1 6- 
20Mhz bandwidth and a crisp, clear 


display. 

JB-1205M (12" amber) ....$170.88 
JB-1 201 M (1 2" green) $1 60.88 

USI 

^3 (1 2" amber) $1 80.88 

AMDEK 

300G (12” green) $140.88 

300A (1 2” amber) $1 64.88 

31 OA (1 2" amber) $1 00.88 


PRINCETON GRAPHICS 

HX-12 



The HX-1 2 is one of the finest 
RGBs available. 1 6 colors (using 
NEC's tube), 690 dots by 240 lines 
(480 interlaced) & 1 6MHz 
bandwidth. Comes with Its own 
cable. 

PGS HX-12 $400.88 


QUADRAM 


QuadChrome 

The QuadChrome has the same 
spec’s as the HX-1 2. Same price toa 

QuadChrome $500.88 

Ouadram Video Boards 

QuadColor-1 $100.86 

QuadColor-2 $210.88 


USI/PARADtSE 


MultlDlsplay 

Supports 32K graphics, with 
composite, RGB. PC monochrome 
display and a parallel port 
MultlDlsplay $470.88 


TECMAR 


Graphics Master 

1 92K for RGB or composite display, 
supporting 480 non-interlaced RGB 
output 

Graphics Master $570.88 


COmPUTER 


Wa are now offering both the Columbia MPC and the 
Eagle PC*2 to our customers. These machines are IBM-PC 
compatible, with 1 28K RAM on board, two 320K disk 
drives, one parallel port, two RS-232C ports and bundled 
software packages. 

The Eagle PC‘2 Includes MS-DOS, CP/M 66, plus Eagle- 
Writer and EagleCalc The Eagle K-2 also Includes a 
monochrome monitor, with a resolution equal to the PC 
monitor. The PC'2's Ideal for first-time users. ITs easy to 
learn & easy to use. 

The Columbia MPC includes MS-DOS, CP/M 86. BASICA, 
Perfect Writer/Speller/Calc/Filer. Home Accountant Pius, 
Fast Graphs, Asynch Communications, a Macro Assembler, 
plus numerous utilities This system is for more sophisticated 
users who have a PC at work and want a system at home or 
in a remote location. 

Please call (603) 881 -9655 for further specifications price 
and delivery. 


Modems 


AST RESEARCH 


DC HAYES 


SIxPak Plus 


Floppy Drives 

Tartdon 

(160K) Single-sided $229.88 

(320K) Double-Sided $239.88 

Maynard Electronics 

Floppy Disk Controller 

MFD Standard $1 59.68 


Hard Disks 


QuCeS External Hard Diak 

12MB $2099.88 

20MB $2339.88 

26MB $2509.88 

Quadnm Internal Hard Disk 

l2MBr. $CALL 

20MB $CALL 


HD w/Tape Backup 


1 2Mb Disk/Tape $291 9.88 

20Mb Disk/Tape $3339.88 

3SMb Disk/Tape $4669.88 

PC Interface $130.00 

Tl Interface $150.00 


Information/Orders: 


Smartmodems 

The Smartmodems are oilginste/ 
answer, auto dial/answer, fult/hatf 
duplex modems There are two 
external modems (300 & 3(X)/1 200 
baud) & the 1 200B (300/1 200 
internal for the PC). Modular {^one 
cable & power supply included. 
(RS-232C cable la optional). 
“Stack'* Smartmodems 


300 baud $229.8B 

300/1 200 baud. $539.88 

1200B w/Softcom II $459.68 


US ROBOTICS 


Password 

The Password is an originate/ 
answer type modem. 0-300 & 1 200 
baud capability with auto dial/ 
answer, aiito mode/ speed select, 
full/half duplex (local echo),audio 
phone line monitor. Cornea with an 
RS-232C cable (specify male or 
female DB-25). power supply & 
modular telephone cable. 

Password $379.B8 

Peripherals 


AST RESEARCH 


MegaPlus II 

The MegaPlus has one RS-232C 
port a parallel port a clock & up to 
266K RAM. An optional game and 
aecor>d serial port are also available. 
Comes with SuperOrive/Spooler 
software. The MegaPak is a 1 28K or 
256K piggy-back card that attaches 
to the MegaPlus & gives you 
additional memory to 258K. 


64K MegaPlus 9309.88 

256K MegaPlus $509.88 

Options 

256K MegaPak 8329.88 

RS-232C Port $49.86 

Game Port $49.86 


The BIxpak hoida up to 364K on 
the board. Added to a 256K 
motherboard, you’ve got 640K. the 
maximum addressable memory. 
Sixpak haa an RS-232C port, 
parallel port clock & SuperOrive/ 
Spooler software. An optional game 
port is also available. 

64K Sixpak 8269.68 

2S6K SIxPak $489.88 

384K SixPak $859.68 

Game Port $49.88 

AST I/O Plus II 

The I/O Plus II has one parallel 
port one RS-232C port one game 
port & a clock. 

i/Of $199.88 

RS-232C Port $49.88 


QUADRAi^ 


Quadboards 

The Quadboard has an RS'232C 
port a parallel port, a clock & 
memory up to 2S6K (you can also 
get your Quadboerd "naked,” with 
no memory installed). QuadSpooi/ 
Drive soft^re is included with every 
Quadboard, along with a one-year 


warranty. 

Quadboard OK 821 9.88 

Quadboard 64K 8279.68 

Quadboard 2S6K 8429.88 


Quad 81 2 -1- 

Quad 512-fs have a single RS- 
232C port on them, and sockets for 
up to 61 2K RAM. QuadSpooi/DrIve 


software Is included. 

Quad 51 2+ (64K) $239.88 

Quad 51 24- (256K) $439.86 

Quad 51 24- (51 2K) $679.88 

Single Function Cards 

Parallel Card w/cable 989.88 

RS-232C Card $89.86 

Clock/C:alendarCard $89.88 


QuadUnk 

QuadUnk is like having an Apple 
computer on one board, with 64K 
QuadUnk takes up only one slot 
Add $20 for Columbia MPC or 
Compaq computers when you order. 
QuadUnk $499.88 


( 603 ) 881-9855 

Prices/Orders Only: 

( 800 ) 343-0726 


Our new 40-page catalog 
is ready. For your copy, 
sand SI with your name, 
address and computer 
type to our address 
below. 

No Hidden Charges: 

• You get FREE shipping on all 
orders within the 46 states, and 
most orders are delivered with ten 
days. We accept all major credit 
cards, certified checks, money 
orders & company checks (allow 21 
days for personal checks t > clear). 

We never charge extra for credit 
card orders, and credit cards are not 
charged until order is shipped. 

e We accept CODs up to $1000 
(add $1 0 handling fee per order) 
payable with certified check or 
money order. Company Purchase 
Orders are accepted on a limited 
basis & upon approval only. Sorry, no 
APO or foreign orders accepted. We 
have a $50 minimum order. 

• All our equipment is shipped with 
full manufacturer's warranty. We are 
an authoring daalar for all 
products we sell to insure full 
warranty support, & we're autho- 
rized for warranty work on a number 
of printers. We offer extended 
warranty plans for many printers. 

• We prepared this ad in 
November, & prices do change, so 
call to verify them. 

e For a catalog, send $1 with your 
name, address and the type of 
computer system you own. 
e Our Computer Showroom is now 
open In Amherst, New Hampshire, 
five miles west of Nashua (about one 
hour's drive from Boston). 



HIGH TECHNOLOGY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

THE BOTTOM LINE 



MILFORD, NH 03055-0423 □ TELEPHONE (603) 881-9855 
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“WHYPAYMORE^ ^ 
COMPARE THESE PRICES > 

MC-P APPLICATIONS 

BRINGS SOFTWARE & HARDWARE 
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 



SOFTWARE 


ASHTON TATE 

LIST 

OUR 

dBase II $700 $379 

Financial Planner 

700 

452 

Friday 

295 

199 

ALPHA SOFTWARE 



Data Base Manager II 

295 

199 

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 




389 

269 

CONTINENTAL 



Home Accountant 

150 

105 

Property Management 

495 

327 

FOX a GELLER Quick Code 

295 

174 

FUNK SOFTWARE Sideways 

60 

45 

HOWARDSOFT 



Real Estate Analyzer II 

250 

165 

Tax Preparer 

250 

165 

HUMAN SOFT DB Plus 


89 

LIFEBOAT SYSTEMS 



Lattice 'C Compiler 


285 

LIFETREE Volkswriter 

195 

119 

Volkswriter deluxe 


179 

LOTUS — 1-2-3 

495 

316 

MICROPRO Spell Star 

250 

162 

Mail Merge 

250 

162 


250 

149 

Calc Star 

145 

86 


495 

320 

Report Star 

350 

221 

MICROSTUFF Crosstalk 

195 

129 

MICROSOFT 




50 

35 

Multitool Word W/Mouse .. 

475 

339 

Multitool Financial 

100 

69 


150 

99 


350 

245 


500 

345 

PETER NORTON 



Peter Norton Utility 

80 

57 

PBL CORPORATION 



Personal Investor 

145 

98 

PEACHTREE Poach Pack 

595 

239 

Peach Text 5000 

395 

245 

ROSESOFT Prokey 

75 

57 

SOFTWARE ARTS T.K Solver 

299 

219 

SOFTWARE DIMENSIONS 



Accounting Plus 



GL. AR. AP. PR. INV 

495 

295 

SOFTWARE PUBLISHING 



PfsrFile — . 

140 

79 

Pf8:Report 

125 

79 

SORCIM SuperCalc II 

295 

175 

SuperCalc III 

395 

275 


295 

205 

SYNPSE File Manager 

150 

97 

VISICORP Visicalc iV 

250 

175 


300 

195 


300 

195 

VisISchedule 

300 

195 

VisiWord w/free VisiSpell 

375 

285 

SATELLITE Word Perfect 

495 

325 


NO PHONE ORDERS FOR LOTUS 1>2-3 


LOTUS 1-2-3 

$29900 

dBASE - II 

S 37900 

WORD STAR 

$27500 

EDIX/WORDIX 

$12900 

MULTIPLAN 

$16800 


TANDON TM100-2 
$21900 

OKIDATA 92 

$47900 

AMDEK COLOR II 

Hi Res RGB 

$43500 

AST MEGA PLUS 64K 

$27500 

NOVATION J-CAT 

*105“° 


HARDWARE 


LIST OUR 

HAYES MICROCOMPUTER PRODUCTS 

Stack Chrono (RS-232) $249 $185 

Stack Smart Mod 300 289 199 

Smart Mod 1200 B (IBM) .. 599 429 

Smart Mod 1200 699 495 

MICROSOFT 

64-K Ram Card (IBM) $350 249 

256-K Ram Card (IBM) 875 620 

MOUSE SYSTEMS 
P.C. Mouse w/Software 295 219 

NOVATION 

J-Cat 149 105 

Smart-Cat 103/212 595 445 

Smart-Cat 103 249 187 

KRAFT & TG JOYSTICKS 70 49 

ELECTRONIC PROTECTION DEVICES 

Orange 140 99 

Peach 98 69 

AST RESEARCH 

Megaplus 64K 395 275 

Six Pac Plus 64K 395 275 

OUADRAM 

Quadboard 64K 395 285 

Quad 512 + 64K 325 245 

Quadlink 680 525 

TANDON 

TM 100-2 Drive 395 219 

PEGASUS 

Hard Disk 10 Mgb 1439 

PRINTERS 

Daisy writer 2000 1395 1185 

Epson FX 100 735 

IBM Parallel Printer Cable 50 37 

Mannesman Tally MT 160L 7M 669 

Mannesman Tally MT 180L1096 925 

NEC 7730 RO Parallel 2595 2295 

Okidata92 699 479 

Qume1140 plus 1685 1525 

MONITORS 

Amdek MAI Board 599 495 

Amdek 12'' 310A 230 185 

Amdek Color It RGB Hi-Res 529 435 

Hercules Graphics Card 499 369 

Koala Touch Pad 125 95 

Princeton RGB Hi-Res 795 495 

Quadchrome 17" 695 525 

USI PI3 249 165 


CALL FOR OTHER SOFTWARE & HARDWARE PRICES 
“International Dealer Enquiries Welcomed' 


MC-P APPLICATIONS, INC. 

111 W. St. John St., Suite 307 
San Jose, CA 95113 Phone (408) 293-3360 
Telex: 294207 MCPA UR 
HOURS: 8 a m. lo S:30 pm. — Mon - Sal 
Call lor price! in AUSTRALIA 
at 02-929-8468 


TERMS: All prices tub|ect to change. Cashier's check/MO' 
Bank Transfer Allow time tor company or personal checks to 
clear Prices reflect cash prepaid discount VISA/MASTER 
CARD /COD /PO’s 3V California residents add sales tai 
SHIPPING: $4 per item lor UPS surface ($8 for Blue Label); 
Monitors $20. Printers $25. within continental USA ^ 
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Letters To PC 


Spacing Secrets 

Many thanks for Paul Somerson’s arti- 
cle “Why We Like WordStar” (PC, 
Volume 2 Number 6). I’ve been using 
a 3.24 version to write book length 
manuscripts for about a year, and 
wonder how I ever managed without it. 

But why didn't Somerson reveal the 
secret code that will let us do propor- 
tional spacing? I use a NEC 350 Spin- 
writer, which is capable of proportion- 
al spacing, but I thought that WordStar 
wasn’t. If I’m missing some undocu- 
mented features. I’d like to know 
about them. 

James L. Schaaf 

Columbus, Ohio 

Paul Somerson replies: 

You can get WordStar to print propor- 
tionally spaced text — sort of. Your 
printer, of course, has to be able to 
handle it. And there are lots of prob- 
lems. You get a funny feeling when 
you look in MicroPro’s WordStar cus- 
tomization notes and are coifronted 
with statements referring to "The EX- 
PERIMENTAL, UNSUPPORTED, and 
otherwise undocumented proportional 
spacing feature ....’’ 

WordStar does contain a table of 
character widths that lets you drive a 
proportional-spacing printer by em- 
bedding a 'P in your file. However, as 
MicroPro points out, ‘ 'The relative 
widths only of characters are varied: 
the line length arui number of charac- 
ters on a line are left as formed by the 
editor. Thus optimum printout appear- 



ance may not occur when a line con- 
tains an unusually large proportion of 
narrow characters, such as i’s or .’s, 
or an unusually large proportion of 
wide characters, such as M's and 
W’s." In other words, good luck. 

There are other problems, mostly 
with last lines of paragraphs and hav- 
ing to patch the character-width table 
for quirks in individual printers. If you 
need proportional spacing, try some- 
thing like Final Word, unless you en- 
joy being glued to the screen for hours 
on end trying to make something work 
that probably never will. MicroPro is 
rumored to be adding true proportion- 
al spacing in a new WordStar release. 


To Trust or Distrust 

The November issue of PC Magazine 
contains a disconcerting pair of arti- 
cles. 

In “Mr. Norton, I Beg To Differ” 
(PC, Volume 2 Number 6), Greg 
Weissman criticizes Peter Norton’s 


earlier article about PC-DOS 2.0 
(“The Dark Side Of DOS 2.0,” PC, 
Volume 2 Number 2). Weissman 
charges that Norton’s article was both 
inaccurate and superficial, citing chap- 
ter and verse. 

Norton is given the opportunity of 
rebuttal. His response (“To Rate Or 
Berate,” PC, Volume 2 Number 6) 
provides no defense at all against the 
charge of factual inaccuracy. In my 
judgement, Norton is no longer credi- 
ble. 

J. Walden Retan 

Birmingham, Alabama 

Peter Norton replies: 

It's natural that many readers would 
think that my column In the November 
issue was in response to Greg Weiss- 
man' s article. Actually, I first saw 
Weissman' s remarks in print at the 
same time everyone else did. My column 
was not a reply to Weissman, but some 
general remarks about the touchy busi- 
ness of criticizing products. 

I stand by the facts I reported in 
"The Dark Side Of PC-DOS 2.0." A 
number of PC readers have written to 
report problems similar to the ones I 
had. Perhaps the biggest complaint 
about my original list of reported er- 
rors is that I didn't conclusively dem- 
onstrate each problem. The simple fact 
Is that it's the elusive bugs that slip by 
in testing; the bugs that are easy to 
document get fixed before a program 
is released to the public. 

Since some PC readers didn't like 
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^ That's fiQhi It you compare Ihe benehis of ordering from National Computer to all 
. . K.... ... everyday We save you money ever, before you order with i 

. we'll try to meet it. Since wo slock whal we advertise you c 
promptly In addition, if ‘f r", 'rr::* r.^; ;,v ' 

may return it for exactly what you want or a full refund Check us out' We we been ii 


lower advertised price 


' ' yw ww. .vsxi fvu. v.iic. ni.i ue sit.ppeu 

It for any reason you are not satisfied with any hardware you purchase from National Computer you 
ly what you want or a full refund Check us out' We we been in business lor over 4 years, and one Qlance 
at our catalog will demonstrate the commitment we have to direct marketing and to our fine customers 


HOURS 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
7 30 AM 6 00 PM PST 
SATURDAY 
9 00 AM 3:00 PM 


EPSON FX 80 


EPSON Rx eo 

Can lor Spac.al Prica 
6PSON F« »00 
Sixri OfMIM 10X t rsi 
C I'OH PNOWRirCR;. I 4 II 
KEC Sttfllk 
TOSHIBA P IJW 
'OS riBrsM 11? w^'^ion 
pi«*i« Can rof acsr percc 


S12 OUAOBOARD 

.ntK ?MiHMI»S SI?KI 


VIDEO MONITORS 

AMDEKJQOT? MlrttQfMn 1 
AMDEK 30041? AmM. i 
AMOEKCotgi iPlul 13 Co<ck 3 
AMDEKCeNHlIniiMnae 4 
AMOEKlIOGQ^n I 

AUDEK3lOAAiTiM> | 

COMREX SeOO I? iHrM 


IBM Personal Computer 

? DSiDO 1?0K di'M* 

O' »K>»D care ai'd US 

FOR SVSTFM PRICES 


POPULAR SOFTWARE 


IBM PC Compatible System 
.•uon i?SK 1*0 0»OP i?0R 
U'lirat ? RS?3? •a»al pona. can 

1,0..-, ^.,11^ p„„,^ port, a igu 


PLEASE' 


rtanoixn Howaa TnoMu* 
M»'iMa<9ab»Mn.oP>., 
SupaiSon Bv Mil- mPro 
SMi'SlarbyM'c'i^P’O 
OBataiiMSOOSc'CP'i 
LOnrS 1 ? 3 C 

PC Tuio'erComcKanan. 
Hixna Aceouolani Plu» 


NEC1201MI? Hi 'at 
Pnncalon POSMX 1? 
TAXAN V.tron I I? n 
RGB 

TAXAN I? Hi tat 


porl mac'o attatrioiao r^iiacr 
W'lia' Patfaci Spaiia' PaHcci Caic 
Patlaci F.tt' Columoia Tyiot 
OKeriotTxt mrvi HOT 1<NE Svopon 
Piaata caH (at pnca 


PC MOUSE 


MEGAPLUS 


OKIPATAUA 


Only 

MICROSOFT MOUSE AVAILABLE 
PLEASE CALL FOR PRICE 


OKIDATASIA 
OKIOATA S4A pat 

•iTTaelOi 


C0MB0PLU5 


BIG BLUE Z-80 CARO 

to tti-n S4K paiaiiai 4 -.^lai i o 


TRANSTAR 31S 
COLOR PRINTER 


COIltiniTGIT 


A^ Apoofot.lnc 

COMBOCARO II 


tnaaaaaana nM PC Can<ptiibla 
Th# naw SANTO UflC HO tc a IS b 
'SM PC notkaiita Ibal «'li 'un i 


—APPLE COMPATIBLE— 
Wildcat Mobile Computer 
HK Ram ona ot l«u dnitat .... 
lat.ai ona paraiiai poti. RGB oulpu' 
Macnaeia ttavOoa'O Cal' li» mota 
nfotmal-on 


KOALA TOUCH TABLET 


• sow CPU • IZSR RAM mam' • 
'"TW Ftopor 0*4 t'P'aoa • 
J'iph.c* canifontct ptinlat poti • 
' .r-' ,0 BASIC • Dtaonotlict • Ulilttm- 

• .Mtaaxat • jovH'ClipontMSDOS t 
W^ Procatting ano SpiaaO Sriaat 


CALL 


CITOHF lOStarwr 


« n WTW )M( S- 
W friiivxk Fkxtitxiic- 
FREDERICK 
COLORPLUS 
I RES COLOR GRAPHICS CARD 


MISCELLANEOUS 


S»MTfC. 


TRANSTAR <70 4 130 
QUME SPRINT llPiLi, 


OUAOLINK 


PROTECT YOUR 
^ COMPUTER 


ANCHOR MARK Xii No« a>aiiaC>i 
WVlTOOaAUO OCMatat 
CutriMliOla 31 

HAYES Stna'imodam Xju ?i 

HATES Smarlmodatn 1300 41 

COMPATIBLE MODEMS 
FOR IBM PC 

HATES Sma'Intodam I3CDB 41 

C4Ctut Tachnokigy 3S 

Nuvaiion J Cal 300 11 

Riton PC313A ,IBM Pf.i CAL 

PC MotVa. Pill* 34 


CALL 

Diskettes 
S't oeroo 

3SIS 

DiiAnta SN OSrDO 

PavongSmb CALL 8oi nl lO SiM 

0a<«ngl0nit; FOR O-M. Put# HaaO CMattma k i 

DavpnQlSmc PRICES jypj 

National Computers Winter 1903 collection of State- 
of-the art computer merchandise is available now 
You'll find dozens of products, including computers, 
printers, video monitors, modems and accessories 
for IBM PC. APPLE (le and many other computer 
systems, all at the great price you expect from us. It 
includes dozens of illustrations and informative' 
descriptions- And best of all. it's free! 


SWEET-P PLOTTER 


NEC 3550 Sprinwriler 
tor IBM PC 

c„,/188r 


DISK DRIVES FOR IBM PC 
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Your Guere/itee of S a tistac lion 
We guarantee every item in this advertisement for 30 days. If, lor any 
reason whatever, you are hot satislied with any merchandise purchas- 
ed from us. we want you to return It to us at our expense We will ex 
Change it for exactly what you want, or will refund your money, and in- 
clude any shipping charges you have paid Sorry, software must be ex 
eluded from our policy due to copyngtit laws 
NATIONAL COMPUTER PRODUCTS 


TOLL-FREE 


'SAOOl C< 


ORDERING 


DEALERS. WE BUY EXCESS STOCK. PLEASE CALL OR WRITE 


B NATIONAL COMPUTER PRODUCTS 

8334 Center Drive, La Mesa, CA 92041 caiif. Alaska 

Information on products, and order Inquiries call (619) 460-6502 Hawaii call ( 












LETTERS TO PC 


hearing about the bugs I discovered in 
DOS 2.0, I'm keeping mum about the 
doozies I’ve uncovered in DOS 2.10. I 
still love DOS, though, believe it or 
not. 


To Coin A Phrase . . . 

We at Compu-Quote are pleased and 
grateful for the recent comprehensive 
review of our software package 
(“Counting Your Coins,” PC, Vol- 
ume 2 Number 6). Eric Freedman’s ar- 
ticle once again demonstrated his clear 
and objective writing style. 

Your readers may be interested to 
know that just as Freedman hoped, we 
have upgraded and enhanced our pro- 
gram since his evaluation. COINS is 
now distributed with a revised 44 page 
manual and specific instructions for 
IBM PC and XT operation. Our Pre- 
view-Pack includes this manual and 
permits potential buyers to get an ad- 
vanced look at the program. 

Thanks for focusing on software for 
coin collectors. 

Marvin Melton 

Compu-CJuote 

Canoga Park, California 


Our Town 

Our community, which numbers ap- 
proximately 300 homes and a total 
population of slightly over one thou- 
sand, is considering the benefits of 
transferring all the necessary village 
records to some sort of computer pro- 
gram. 

These records are varied but per- 
haps the two most tedious types are 
the ledgers that identify property val- 
ues, taxes, owners of record, ad- 
dresses, and all of the bookwork per- 
taining to the cost of maintaining po- 
lice, road maintenance, and sanitation 
departments. 

As a trustee of the village and the 
owner of an IBM PC-XT, I find that I 
am doing a lot of the work that would 
normally be done by our village clerk. 
I have been using 1-2-3 and pfs.File. I 


have been looking through your excel- 
lent publication, going back almost to 
its inception, to see if anyone has gen- 
erated a program devoted exclusively 
to municipalities, but to date I have 
been unable to find anything. Perhaps 
you know of such a program. 

John P. Jennings 

Mill Neck, New York 

We know that there are such programs 
around, but weren't able to come up 
with any names for you. We invite 
readers who do know of specific pro- 
grams to write in, and we'll pass on 
the information, — Ed. 


A True Star 

It was a pleasure to read Bill Mach- 
rone’s review of the Hyperion comput- 
er, despite his gratuitous disparaging 
of chiclets and light bulbs (“The Hy- 
perion Earns Its Star,” PC, Volume 2 
Number 5). As an 8-hour-a-day Hype- 
rion user since May 1 , I can heartily 
confirm his comment that “this is the 
way computers were meant to be.” 

The Hyperion’s most striking fea- 
ture for me is the thoughtfulness that 
is apparent in every detail, from the 
“softkeys” set up in common-sense 
decision trees, to the machine's dis- 
creet size and classy look, to the 
groove in the keyboard that is perfect- 
ly suited to hold hard copy drafts or 
stray pens. The “softkey” approach is 
really quite spectacular — as a beginner 
I was spared acquaintance with the si- 
lent “A:” prompt and hieroglyphic 
Ctrl KQs. As an old timer I rejoice in 
salvation ftom cluttering menus and 
superfluous gab. Also, having carted 
the Hyperion all over the world now 
without its ever needing service, I 
can vouch for its ruggedness and 
reliability. 

Incidentally, Machrone’s concern 
about the small size of the 7 inch 
screen is misplaced. 'There is no way I 
could be coaxed back to fuzzy, ele- 
phantine 12-inch screens after enjoying 


the Hyperion’s crisp 7 inches. Eye 
strain is now a distant memory. 

As a diehard micro enthusiast, I do 
have one gripe. Now that I have 2S6K 
of memory with RAM disk, MYKEYs 
to remember my most intimate routine, 
an IN:TOUCH charged modem to do 
every conceivable communication 
gyirmastic, Lxrtus 1-2-3 to graph every 
stray nugget of brilliance or budget, 
and INiSCRIBE word processing to let 
me write faster than 1 can think — it’s 
really tough to find any tantalizing 
new products that I might desperately 
need. Which reminds me, does any- 
body know of a good PC-compatible 
Mr. Coffee interface? 

Martin E. Getendanner 

Manila, Phillipines 


Keeping Balance 

Peter Norton touched on a vital issue 
in his column, “To Rate Or Berate”: 
the question of whether a critic should 
castigate as well as praise. I believe 
critics have an obligation to inform the 
public. In the case of an operating sys- 
tem, program, or piece of hardware, a 
negative opinion voiced by a respected 
critic will go a long way toward sav- 
ing a lot of people time and money. 

When I read a review, I want to 
know what the product is supposed to 
do, what it actually does, and how 
well it performs. I want to know if hu- 
man beings can understand the manu- 
al. I want to know the price. I want to 
know whether it’s worth my time to 
investigate the product further, and I 
want to remember the review when I 
see the elegant advertising telling me 
that the product is the best thing to hit 
computers since the vacuum tube. 
That’s where I need the guidance of 
Peter Norton and his fellow critics. 

The argument not to berate because 
manufacturers are constantly improv- 
ing and correcting is flawed. Do you 
know how slowly corporations move 
to make repairs and alternations when 
they are not absolutely required — and 
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THE MOST USEFUL IDEAS ARE OFTEN 
REMARKABLY SIMPLE. 

„«u tiling .system was a remarkably simple 

way to do incredibly u.seftil things. Like organize 
BHFLcnm a business and make it work. 

PFS’TILE and PFS:REPORTtue remarkably 
simple software programs that can help you 
organize your business faster and more 
effective^ And both programs ttre amazingly^ 
ea.sy' to learn. 

FILE and REPORT were designed for 
people without computer experience. So till 
instructions are ea.s\' to understtind. And 
you can be productive cjuickly. 

FILE lets you record, retrieve and 
review information like personnel records 
tmd purchase orders. Instantly . You can even cross reference by department or job 
or however you want. And y^ou tirrange information in “forms” you design yourself. 
So y'our filing .sy'stem will fit y our needs. Not your computers. 

REPORT is the perfect companion program to FILE. Because it gives y^ou 
the power to summarize and perform calculations on information you’ve stored 




with FILE. 

With REPORT, you can 
create presentation quality' 
summaries in table form in 
just minutes. Automatically 
.sorted, calculated, fonnatted 
and printed! 

FILE and REPORT tire 
both fully' integrated with the 
PFS Familv of Software, 
including'PFS SOLUTIONS 
which are pre designed forms 
and reports for popular 
applications. 

PFS; It’s the powerful soft- 
ware that’s simple to learn. 

It’s the power of simplicity'. 

See your computer detder 
for more details. 

PFS SOFTWARE 
THE POWER OF SIMPLICITY 


m 






vxriff 


UU 


UUU 




The PFS Family of Sjftwaffc'um.'nik mas <)0 IHM,* .Apple,* Radio SfuLkPi^lal.llewIill Paikird, Texas lasimments. 
Pana.sonic and other pcTsonaJ aimpuiers. O Sotnsure Puhiishinx Coiporaiion. 
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LETTERS TO PC 


how quickly they react when the de- 
fects are exposed in print? Tell it like 
it is, Peter. In your article you indi- 
cated that you believe yourself and the 
magazine industry to be part of “the 
press.” Can you imagine newspapers 
not reporting on law suits against 
Ford’s Pinto or manufacturing defects 
by GM because both companies might 
be making the necessary repairs, or 
because the companies are heavy ad- 
vertisers? 

1 want to know what you think, Pe- 
ter Norton, not what the advertising 
manager thinks you ought to say. It 
will be interesting to see whose voice 
is heard. 

Bernard Rabb 

Frenchtown, New Jersey 


MDBS Knows Better 
Thank you for printing Frank Derfler’s 
review of our product The Knowledge- 
Man (“Travels With Knowledge- 
Man,” PC, Volume 2 Number 5). 1 
would like to clarify several issues 
raised in the article. 

First, KnowledgeMan runs not only 
under PC-DOS but on a variety of ma- 
chines under CP/M-86, MP/M-86, and 
MS-DOS as well. This flexibility re- 
quires variations in the installation 
method across differing environments. 
Step-by-step installation instructions 
are provided, but due to the diversity 
of target environments they are neces- 
sarily generic. 

Regarding documentation, a system 
as extensive as KnowledgeMan re- 
quires an extensive reference manual. 
An instruction manual will soon be 
available as a companion to the basic 
reference manual. 

Regarding KnowledgeMan itself, 
Derfler was using an early version of 
the product, which did have the glitch 
noted in the review. The glitch is cor- 
rected in the current version (1 .05), 
which also happens to be much en- 
hanced and much faster than the ver- 
sion reviewed. 


Derfler points out that the extensive 
capabilities of KnowledgeMan are fur- 
nished via a large number of overlay 
files. However, due to the integrated 
nature of these capabilities, it requires 
significantly less auxiliary memory 
than a collection of individual stand- 
alone packages offering similar fea- 
tures. Furthermore, users may not 
need to use all of KnowledgeMan' s, fa- 
cilities at once, thereby reducing the 
amount of disk space needed. 

Because of integration with other 
KnowledgeMan facilities, particularly 
the data manager and the programming 
language, the 255 by 255 spreadsheet 
has a larger effective capacity than tra- 
ditional spreadsheets. There is no need 
to clutter a KnowledgeMan spreadsheet 
with a lot of raw data and intermediate 
formulas. 

One important facility not men- 
tioned in the article is data security, an 
essential ingredient in most business 
applications. KnowledgeMan provides 
automatic data encryption, password 
checking, and read/write access con- 
trols for tables, fields, and cell defini- 
tions. 

Gary J. Koehler 
President and CEO 
Micro Data Base Systems, Inc. 
Lafayette, Indiana 

Cache and Carry 

How about a little comic relief from 
the usual scathing criticism and en- 
lightening information? 

One morning when 1 arrived at a 
client's office to work on a project, I 
found the computer was down. Client 
policy dictated that when a crash oc- 
curred, only the area managers would 
be told and all the other staff and con- 
sultants would get the word from 
them. This policy was implemented to 
relieve the operations staff of unneces- 
sary phone calls and free them to con- 
centrate on the problem. 

I went to the area manager, a new 
man with field experience but no com- 


puter background. He informed me 
that there was a “financial problem”; 
that was all he knew. Very puzzled, I 
decided to dare inciting the wrath of 
the operations staff to find out what 
the problem was. 1 went to the opera- 
tions manager, who was not pleased. I 
explained to her that I had tried the 
other route, and told her what the area 
manager had told me about financial 
problems. She broke up and couldn’t 
stop laughing for several minutes. 

Finally, she told me the real reason 
that the machine was down, and it was 
my turn to laugh. A cache disk had 
been installed the night before, and 
there were several problems with it, 
causing the computer to go down. The 
“cash” disk was the cause of the fi- 
nancial problem! 

Robert G. Gray 

Vancouver, British Columbia 


Doing It Right 

How to read PC Magazine: 

1 . Remove all business reply cards, 
except for Reader Service Card, to use 
as coasters. Weigh issue. If weight is 
over 4 pounds (2 pounds after January 
I), continue enthusiastically. If weight 
is 4 pounds or less, reassure yourself 
by hefting a PC World. 

2. Evaluate cover. Look for Vol- 
ume 1 Number 1 1 quality. If cover is 
similar to Volume 2 Number 3, reas- 
sure yourself by gazing at drab PC 
World. 

3. Open to page 3 and look for 
page number. Look for a page num- 
bered 14. Look for pages numbered 
27, 53, 205, 419, 426, and 549. 

Found three numbered pages? Better 
than average. 

4. Check page numbers again to 
confirm that they still have not been 
enlarged or moved to the lower outside 
comers of the page. What? They’re 
fixed?! Unlock Shostak. 

5. Glance over “Letters To PC” to 
look for your latest prose. 

6. Read letters anyway. There may 
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With tot AST ResL’tnx'h Multifunc- 
tion liocinl. )w/ cun ivuiize tlv 
full jH)tenliul of y'our HIM /•’(', or 
/Y.vXT iiitlxnit imslin}; ruluuhic 
slot s/x(cc. liy conihiniu}’ your 
nienioir und input/output >v- 
(/uiivnicnts on a sinplc curd ]'ou 
cun take udiwUupp of nioiv of 
Ux' cuixihilities HIM designed 
into t}x‘ IK., while leurinp sjxice 
forfutuiv enlxincenients us tlxy 
uiv intnxluced. 


AST Research 
Multihinction Boards 
can add the 
following features 
to your PC: 


• User Memofyfrom64Kto512K— When 
added to your existing system memory, brings 
your PC up to its maximum of 640K. This 
enables you to run larger spreadsheets, 
create larger in-memory databases, or you 
can use the additional memory along with 
the supplied AST SuperPak'* software for 
print spooling or for simulating floppy drives 
to increase your PC's throughput. 

• Serial Ports -- By connecting a modem to 
a serial (async) port, your PC can commun- 
icate with other computers over telephone 
lines. By connecting a serial printer, you can 
obtain high quality print output. Other serial 
devices such as a plotter or mouse may also 
be connected to a serial port. The PC allows 
for the installation of up to two serial ports. 




Copyr^g^:~■; material 


Optional features may be added by the user 
It any time by installing an AST Research 
Jpgrade Pacl^ge. 

Ul products come with extensive documen- 
ation as well as all necessary adapter cables. 


AST Research 

Micro-to-Mainframe 

Communications 


• AST'SNA — A family of five products that 
enable a PC to communicate with a main- 
frame via the IBM SNA protocol without the 
use of protocol converters. 

• AST-5251 — An interactive 5251 remote 
work station emulation package for use with 
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Products: 


‘Cnetisa registered trademarK of Orchid Technology. Inc. 
^ST-5251 IS a product developed by AST Research. Inc 
ind Software Systems, Ina ot Jefferson City. MO. AST- 
1780 IS a product developed by AST Research. Inc. and 
Viimot Systems. Ina 


the IBM System 34, 36, or 38. 

• AST-3780 — A hardware/software pack- 
age which allows an IBM PC to communicate 
with a mainframe in 2780/3780 bisync pro- 
tocol 

• AST- BSC — A hardware/software package 
that allows your IBM PC to provide all the 
features ofa3270or2770 terminal in bisync. 

• CC-232 — A programmable card that 
allows an IBM PC to communicate in async. 
bisync. SDLC or HDLC protocols. 








SixPakPius : 

Serial (async) port 
Game adapter port (optional)^ 
Parallel printer port-i 

Clock calendar with 

battery backup 1 


ComboPlus'': 

Serial (asyrK) port 
Parallel printer port 

Clock calendar with 

battery backup 


64K-384K of parity checked memory. Added to a 
PC or JO* with a fully populated 256 K system board, 
the SixPakPius can bring the system memory to 
640K. the maximum addressable user memory. 


64K-256K of parity checked memory 

MP Expansion Memory: 


I/O Plus ir: 

Two serial (async) ports 
Optional 


64K-256K of parily-l 
checked memory 




port 

(optional) 

Clock calendar with 
battery backup 
64K-512K of parity checked memory. The basic 
card expands to 256 K, and with the MegaPak 
extension expands to an additional 1 28K or 256K 
of parity checked memory. 


AST-PCnet*: 


CSMA/CD 1 Mbps baseband Local Area 
Network 

Uses standard 75*ohm CATV coaxial cable 
capable of running up to 7.000 feet 
Interconnects multiple PC's (57.000 
addressable limit) 

All PC-compatible disk drives and printers are 
shareable 

Networked access to mainframes via shared 
AST-3780 

Users can execute commands remotely on 
shared PC 
File lock-out 

DOS 1.1 and DOS 2.0 compatible 


RCSCARCH INC. 

Irvine, California 

(714) 540-1333 • (714) 863-1333 
Telex; 295370ASTRUR 
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Parallel printer port (optional) 
I— Clock calendar with 
battery backup 

-Game adapter port (optional) 


MegaPlus IT: 

Two serial 





i 
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^Parallel Ports — The parallel port is used 
j'connecting a parallel printer to your PC. A 
nrallel printer typically uses a dot-matrix 
ll tput which is suitable lor high-speed draft 
sality printouts The PC allows for the in- 
lallation of up to three parallel ports. 
XIock-Calendar — With the on board 
itittery, the clock-calendar feature will main- 
nin the correct date and time, even when 
96 PC is turned off. This feature eliminates 
ee need for typing in this information each 
ime you power up your computer. 

Xame Adapter — The game adapter port 
oows you to connect an IBM-type joystick 
< your PC so you can play the multitude of 
ixade - quality games which take full advan- 
ffle of the PC's graphic capabiiities. Or you 


can use the joystick input for other applica- 
tions by writing your own programs. 

• SuperPak' — Every AST Research Multi- 
function Board comes with an AST SuperPak 
diskette containing programs forsetting and 
accessing the clocK as well as SuperOrive' 
and SuperSpool", the most powerful RAM 
disk and print spooler available for PC- DOS. 
With SuperOrive you can use your PC's 
memory for simulating one to four floppy 
drives, from 20K to 360K each. SuperSpool 
allows you to set aside memory (from 4K to 
51 2K) as a print buffer; SuperSpool sends 
output to the printer in the background while 
you execute your program in the foreground. 
With SuperOrive and SuperSpool, you can 
significantly improve your PC's operating 
speed. 


• Proven Compatibility— All AST Research 
hardware and software products are 1 00% 
compatible with all versions of the PC and 
PC- XT as well as the Compaq and other PC 
look-alikes, and are 100% compatible with 
PC- DOS 1.1 and 2.0. 

• Warranty — All AST Research products 
are backed with a one year limited warranty 
covering parts and labor with an optional 
paid second year warranty available. 

Of course, all AST Research Multifunction 
Boards come with the AST "PtUS," our 
unsurpassed reputation for quality, reliabilty, 
after-the-sale support, and overall design 
excellence which give our products the best 
price/performance ratio in the industryl 

















LETTERS TO PC 


be one from A.C. Matthews or from J, 
Bennet. 

7. Order back issues older than 
your subscription to get those three 
patches you have been needing. 

8. Read “Hardware.” See what 
equipment Rosch, Machrone, and 
Derfler got free this month. 

9. Read "Software.” See what 
software Derfler, Katz, and Woram 
got free this month. 

10. Scan the table of contents for 
other hardware and software reviews. 

1 1 . Find and read all reviews, even 
those on hardware you don't anticipate 
ever needing and especially on soft- 
ware you don't have, just in case. 

12. Read Norton. See what subject 
he is applying his Carl Sagan imitation 
to this issue. 

13. Read Weissman (Volume 2 
Number 6) to Purge Norton from your 
system. This is the physiological 
equivalent of Ctrl-Alt-Del. 

14. Read Zachmann. Contrast to 
Norton (who?). 

15. Read "PC Arcade.” See what 
games Sandler is playing free this 
month. 

16. Read Somerson. See what he's 
wrong about this month. 

17. Read Van Gelder. Call PC Net- 
work and buy what she's selling this 
month. 

18. Read Fastie. See what portion 
of PC Tech Journal he thinks you can 
understand this month. 

19. Read Derfler. See what is prac- 
tical this month. 

20. Read Machrone. See what he 
thinks is neat this month. 

21. Read Rosch. See what is neat 
this month. 

22. Read Sandler. See what's up in 
PCjr Magazine this month. 

23. Read cover stories. 

24. Read “Languages.” Ignore 
Lee's APL articles, but puzzle through 
any source code, just in case. 

25. Read “PC Tutor,” word . . . 
for . . . word. Key in all Zachmann's 


patches and save to disk, even if you 
don't have the problem. 

26. Read “User-To-User.” See 
what readers think Machrone will 
think is neat this month. 

27. Read “PC-Communiquds.” 

28. Read “Applications,” just in 
case. 

29. Abandon the Table of Contents 
and read the rest of the issue cover to 
cover, skipping ads, “New On The 
Market,” “PC:Bluebook,'' and “Club 
News.” 

30. See which Tecmar ad is on the 
back cover. 

3 1 . Remove the Reader Service 
Card. 

32. Read all ads, noting new ones 
on Reader Service Card. 

33. Read “New On The Market," 
noting new products on the Reader 
Service Card. 

34. Mail Reader Service Card. 

35. Read “PC:Bluebook,'' just in 
case. 

36. Check “Club News” for local 
user groups. Renew pledge to join. 

37. Key in all remaining patches 
and program listings, saving to disk, 
just in case. 

38. Add to budget PC Disk Maga- 
zine subscription. 

39. Read Car & Driver letters sec- 
tion for new letter idea. 

40. Resume weight training to pre- 
pare for the next issue of PC. 

41. Reread Weissman (Crt-AIt-Del) 
to be sure of Norton purge . . . just in 
case. 

William N. Allred 
Towson, Maryland 


A Better Letters Plea 

“Letters to the Editor” columns, in 
my opinion, are intended to provide a 
forum for the opinion, commentary, 
and review of the readers. After re- 
ceiving my tenth issue of PC Maga- 
zine, I have noticed a disconcerting 
pattern in “Letters To PC.” 

Now don't get me wrong. I am 


quite satisfied with PC as a total pack- 
age. The articles ate good and the mail 
order ads have saved me a bundle. 

The monthly exercise doesn't hurt ei- 
ther. It’s just the letters column that I 
object to. 

By my calculations there have been 
about 158 letters published in the ten 
copies of PC that 1 own. Fully 37 of 
these (23 percent) do not fit my above 
definition of letters to the editor. In 
any single month, the split ranged 
from 9 percent (Volume 1 Number 10) 
to 40 percent (Volume 2 Number 6). 
These 37 letters fall into two catego- 
ries: rebuttals of previous PC product 
reviews by the product's manufactur- 
ers, and purely new product-plugging 
by a supplier. 

1 would much rather see more inde- 
pendent commentary and fewer manu- 
facturer’s addresses. If articles submit- 
ted on specific hardware or software 
require rebuttal by the manufacturer, it 
would be more appropriate to begin a 
new section specifically for this pur- 
pose. 

To fill the gap in "Letters To PC,” 

I encourage independent PC users to 
speak out. Let us, the readers, know 
what you ate thinking. 

Kevin J. O’Connor 

Center Valley, Pennsylvania 
The editor of ‘ ‘Letters To PC' ' is glad 
to see a reader speaking out for her 
favorite cause, and she hopes that 
Kevin J. O’Connor’s fellow readers 
will be moved by his request to write 
prolifically and eloquently. — Ed. 

Corrections 

In PC, Volume 2 Number 6, an incor- 
rect phone number was printed for 
Term Computer Services, manufactur- 
er of Mr. Math Money Tutor (page 
528). We are working on obtaining the 
correct number; in the meantime, 
please do not call the listed number. 
You can write to the company at the 
listed address, P.O. Box 725, New 
Providence, NJ 07974. 
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25 Mb the hard way. 


25 Mb the Rana way. 
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REASONS 
WHYTHE B\RADISE 
MUm-DISPUYCARDIS 
SELUNG EVSTERTHAN 
WE CAN MAKE THEM. 


I More perfor- 
. mance. dollar for 
dollar. Paradise Systems, Inc. 
delivers a color display control- 
ler, monochrome display con- 
troller and printer interface all on 
a single card. 

2 Compatible with IBM* PC/XT 
. and the best productivity 
software. You can work with all the 
great IBM productivity packages, like Lotus 123™. 

3 Standard monochrome display with no additional 
. software: Fully IBM compatible. All the clean, fully- 
formed characters you'd expect from IBM. 

4 High-resolution color graphics: Fully IBM com- 
. patible. 640 x 200 black and white; 320 x 200 
medium resolution; 4 colors. 


5 The best working display available 
. for IBM. Flicker-free scrolling- 
even in color. 


PARADISE 


External switch for easy selection of 
monochrome or color mode on 
system startup without having to open 
the machine. 

Switches easily between mono- 
chrome and color modes under 
software control. 

IBM character sets and text modes. 
Paradise delivers character sets identical 
to IBM offerings. (9x14 character box for 
monochrome and 8x6 character box for 
color/graphic modes.) 

Built-in fully compatible IBM type printer 
port. 

Use two cards for simultaneous 
display. Two Multi-Display cards— or one 
in conjunction with an IBM video card— give you 
the ability to perform simultaneous display on two 
screens. 

- 4-4 Individually selectable horizontal and 
I I • vertical sync polarities: Compatible with 
the widest range of RGB monitors. 

■4Q Illustrated manual with step-by-step 
1^. Instructions. 

■40 Fully IBM compatible light pen and RF 
lO. modulator ports. 

•iA Separate connectors for easy function 
IH. changes without changing jumpers. The Multi- 
Display Card has separate connectors for monochrome 
display; composite video; RGB video; parallel printer; light 
pen; and RF modulator. 

It's no wonder the Multi-Display Card is in such 
high demand. 

Look for the Multi-Display Card from Paradise 
Systems, Inc. at your local computer dealer. Call (415) 

468-6000 or write to 1 50 North Hill Drive, 
Brisbane, CA 94005, for more 


information. 
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Introducing the First 2.5 Mb 
Minifloppy Drive. 

Isn’t it just like Rana Systems to introduce a use an additional slot. Our drive comes with its 

floppy disk drive for the IBM® with the mass own power supply, software enhancements for 

storage benefits of a hard disk, plus the PC-DOS 2.0 and 1.1, and CP/M-SO^ and a box 

floppy’s strength of removable media. The first of diskettes. Everything you’ll need to make 
minifloppy that stores an incredible 2.5 mega- your IBM operate to its maximum potential, 

bytes on a single diskette. Imagine, storing a 
word processor, a spelling checker, mailing list, 
and dictionary on one floppy. With megabytes 
to spare. 

Rana's new drive needs only 10 floppies to 
give you all the capacity of five 5-megabyte 
hard discs. But that’s not the limit. In fact, there 
is no limit. Like any floppy with its removable 
media, you can use diskette after diskette to 

increase your storage. Our expanded capacity The new 2.5 megabyte minifloppy drive, 

disk drive not only acts like a hard disk, it also available first for the IBM PC and XT and soon 

serves as an ideal back-up for one. Apple . It s Rana s latest proof that to 

And that’s just the beginning, because stay a step ahead, you’ve got to lead the way 

Rana’s drive introduces totally new "closed 
loop servo" minifloppy technology, making the 
drive insensitive to temperature or humidity. 

Rana’s controller card can be used with stan- 
dard internal drives also, so you don’t have to 
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THE OHE AHD ONLY 

CRAMBO 





You've got a problem. Qo to your 
favorite computer store. Ask to see their 
Combo Cards. Then ask about their RAM 
Cards. See the problem? Just too many to 
pick from. Mow, ask to see the CRAMBO™. 
Mo problem. There's only one. Ours. Except 
you don't know what a CRAMBO is. You've 
probabiy guessed it's a Combo Card piggy 
backed to a RAM Card. So it oniy takes up 
one slot in your IBM/PC. That's right. But 
here are the details. 


THE COMBO II CARD: 

Tor $189 you'll get a Clock Calendar, 
Async Communications, Parallel Printer and 
a Game Adapter. 


THE 512K RAM CARO: 

It too, is only $189 with 64K of RAM 
installed. And when you need more RAM, 
64K increments are available for $64 each. 
And, SDRIVE, the electronic disk emulator, 
is available at no cost with the RAM Card. 


You can buy either of our boards 
separately for use in the XT or PC expansion 
chassis. But only our boards can be piggy 
backed to give you the one and only 
CRAMBO. And for only $359. 

Qo check out the CRAMBO at the same 
store carrying all those Combo Cards and 
RAM Cards. If they don't have the CRAMBO 
have them call us. 800/525'7674. Or write: 
Apparat, Inc. 4401 South 'Ibmarac Parkway, 
Denver, Colorado 80237, 303/741-1778. 


IBM PC b a regbtcred tndemarti of International Dualneaa Machine Corp- 



Apparat, Inc. 
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One. Alone. 


Only one 
program handles 
all your funds 
and investments 
and trusts 
and partnerships 
and business ledgers. 


For you, MoneyTrack is not only the best program, 
it's the only one that makes sense. 

What's more, you don't have to know anything about 
bookkeeping, and the very minimum about computers. 
MoneyTrack's "big system" programming takes care 
of you. 

Find out— free. 

MoneyTrack is under $350. And to know what it's worth, 
you must see how much it does for you. 

Nothing easier. You can get a free, no-strings, 
interactive teaching dermnstration of MoneyTrack at any 
ComputerLand— and many other computer stores. Just 
go and ask. 

Or call us, and we'll arrange it for you. 

Pacific Data Systems, Inc., 6090 Sepulveda Blvd., 
Culver City, CA 90230. (213) 559-8713. 


Only MoneyTrack lets you— or your secretary— keep your 
books for all accounts, business and personal, with one 
program. All funds, investments, trusts, and all your 
business ledgers. Everything. Simultaneously. 

Only >MONEY.TRACK* does It 

No other financial program for personal computers can 
do it. You'd need two, three, maybe four; and you'd still 
have to tease and trick them into doing the things 
MoneyTrack is already programmed to do easily. 

Even then you wouldn't enjoy MoneyTrack's great- 
est benefits. Because having ever^hing in one program 
gives you unmatched flexibility. 

For instance, only MoneyTrack lets you do a cross- 
analysis of both business and personal income and 
expense. You can track tax-sensitive accounts— like 
interest income/expense arxf capital gain/loss— across 
every one of your ventures. 

This, and much more— only with MoneyTrack. 


Is >MONEY>TRACK. for you? 


It's specifically designed for those with multiple sources 
of income, varied interests. The entrepreneur, investor, 
business manager, general partner, developer: those with 
a small business, farm, retail store, professional practice. 


ASK FOR 

MONEY=TRACK= 


Runs on IBM PC * XT • Display¥vrHer 
Digital Rainbow 100 • IBM PC compatibles 
Others to be announced soon 



PACIFIC 

Data!^ysteiiis,Inc. 


CIRCLE 256 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


plerfect 
C ompatibility 


IBM & ACP 

Free Consultation — Give us the problem. We have the solution. 


SPECIALS OF 
THE MONTH 

Control Data 

Full Size 320K DS/DD $ 235 * 

'lowest price in the nation 

■'The drive that IBM trusted with its logo." 

NEW half height 
Control Data $ 195 

Quiet, reliable, compatible 
No special mounting brackets required 

• All 5 !4 " drives come with complete installation 
instructions and all necessary brackets and 
screws Drives come configured as drive A or B 
for your PC 

64K RAM Chips 200 NS fully tested S 55 

** Grouped Software ** 

Lotus I -2-3/Wordstar Propack 


S 699 , 

dBase ll/Quickcode S 559 

Wordstar Propack/dBase 11/ 

Lotus 1-2-3 s 1049 


FEATURE SPECIAL 

AST Sixpack w/384 k installed 
Comes with Serial, Parallel Port 
Clock Calendar, Superspool, Superdrive 

and Lotus 1-2-3 

For Just S 869 


HARDWARE 

Disk Drives 


Oavong 

SMB Internal Hard Disk S M65 

lOMB Internal Hard Disk $ 1695 

jlncludes power-supply, controller card and software) 

Control Data 

Full Size 320K DS/DD S 235 

Half-Height 320K DS/DD S 195 

TEAC. Hitachi. Matsushita 

Half-Size 320K DS/DD w/brackets $ Call 

Slimline 640K DS/OD w/brackets S 310 

Scotch/3M OS/Diskettes (box of 10) $ 39 


Expansion Boards 

AST Research 

(All AST boards come with SuperDrive. Superspool, and one 


year warranty) 

S 269 

MeoaPlus II 64K (uDoradable to 256K. or 5I2K with 
Megapak) with clock calendar and serial port S 265 


S 1 15 


S 55 


S 20 

Option Kits for AST Expansion Boards 

S 35 

Hercules Computer 

S 349 

IRMA 

s Call 

Maynard Electronics 

Modular Disk Controller Card 

S 219 


S 165 


S 219 


S 209 

Memory Module 

S 95 


S 50 


S 65 


S 90 


S 70 

Plantronics/Frederick 

S 419 


S 215 

TECMAR Graphics Master 

$ Call 

S Call 


• Next Day Shipping 


• No Credit Card Surcharge 

• Company P.O. Accepted 


plerfect 


C ompatibility 


IBM & ACP 

Competitive prices, prompt service, and complete support. 


MODEMS 

Hayes 

S 489 


S 209 

Smaacomm communications software 

S 99 

Smaftmcxlem-to-IBM six foot cable 

S 25 

Hayes Smartmodem 2006 


Internal modem includes Smartcomm II software 

S 435 

MicroStuf 


Crosstalk communic<«ions software 

S 1 19 

PRINTERS 


C.itoh 


Starwriter FI0-40PU 40cps 

S 1395 

Printmaster FIO-55PU 55cps 

S 1695 

Epson 



S Call 

MX- 100 F/T. Graphtrax 11 

S Call 

FX-80 F/T. Graphtrax II 

S Call 

FX-IOO F/T. Graphtrax II 

S Call 

NEC 



$ 1895 

Okidata 


Microiine 83A F/T 120 cps. 132 cols 

$ 625 

Microline 92 160 cps. 80 cols 

S 495 

Microline 93 F/T 160 cps. 132 cols 

S 795 

Mtcroline 84 F/T 200 cps. 1 32 cols 

S 990 


S 30 

Plug n' Play (Epson emulation ROM chips) 

SCall 

We carry a full line of printer accessories 


MONITORS 


Amdek 


Video 300 Green (Graphics card) 

S 155 

Video 300 Amber (Graphics card) 

S 165 

Video 310 Amber (monochrome card) 

S Cal) 

(we suw3*y cable for all Amdek monitors) 


Princeton Graphics 


PGS Hi Res RGB Monitor with cable 

S Call 

USI 


Pi2 Green (Graphics Card) 

S 155 

Pi3 Amber (Graphics Card) 

S 165 



(We supply cable for all USI monitors) 


SOFTWARE 

ATI 

All Training Software 

Ashton Tate 

S 50 

S 385 

Friday 

Fox & Gelier 

S 179 

S 169 

Financier 

S 129 


S 1 19 

lUS 

S 205 

! LIfetree 

S 120 


S Call 

Lotus Development 

1 -2-3 (with tutorial on disk) 

S Call 

1 Microsoft 

S 160 


$ Call 

Multi-Tool Word (with mouse) 

S Call 

Micropro 

S 279 

WordStar/MailMerge 

S 329 

! WordStar/MailMerge/Spellstar (Propack) 

S 389 

(Newest versions. 3 3) 

Lattice 

S 37S 

Wang Publication 

Random House Proofreader 

S 45 

Central Point 

Copy 11 PC 

S 35 

Rosesoft 

S 59 

GAMES 

Infocom 

High Quality Text Games 

$ 29 


S 29 


S 39 

Microsoft 


S 35 

1 




APPLIED COMPUTER 
PRODUCTS INC. 

1916 Welsh Road #6, Philadelphia, PA 19115 

2 1 5 - 934-6990 

1 - 800 - 223-3860 


Our Policy 

I •We*tnx . M«ietc«va Money Ord«vCrfi#i«J 

Checks Cashiefs Checks, Personal Checks. Wired 
funds • We do noi charge v< ’u' card untM we ship 

• No surcharge added on VISA and Mastercard 

• Allow (jne wer'k (or personal arxj company checks 
I to clear • CCX3 maximum SSOO Cash or Certilied 

check on dekvery •Please use kxal phone nurroer (or 
order status <nqu»m Prices sutijeci to change witncxii 
I rxurce 

SHIPPING (U4{. for morutorv printers arsd hard disk 
, drives add 2 • to at orders label and Next Day 
. Am avaiiabie For al other kerns add S4 Most orders 
I shipped rsext day. 


ORCLE 120 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



COMPUTER MAIL ORDER 


/ >l 

WJ 


software 


cyma software 

0«n«rsl Bu»in«M System SI 499.00 

Dental Packaae 9899.00 

Medical Package $899.00 

ChIfOpractic Package $899.00 

Client Accounting $899.00 

Small Bualneaa Syttem $899.00 

Inventory Package $899.00 

spinnaker 

Fraction Fever $29.00 

Story Machine $29.00 

KinderComp $24.00 

Facemaker $29.00 

viticorp 

VialCalc4 $159.00 

VisIWord/Spell $249.00 

Vialtrend/Plot $199.00 

VialFlle $199.00 

ViaiSchedule $199.00 

Desktop Plan $199.00 

Business Forecast Model $75.00 

StretchCalc $75.00 

VisITutor Calc $59.00 

VisITutor/Advanced Version $75.00 

VisITutor Word $59.00 

Vision Cak $249.00 

Vision Graph $129.00 

Vision Word $249.00 

Vision Mouse $159.00 

Vision Host $319.00 


data bases 

EasyFlIer $229.00 

InfoStar $299.00 

DataStar $179.00 

Personal Data BAse $99.00 

InfoScope $149.00 

PerfectFller $239.00 

Quick Code $1 99.00 

word processing 

Volksvrriter $11 5.00 

SuperWrtter $155.00 

Super Spell Guard $1 29.00 

Final Word $192.00 

Perfect Writer $199.00 

Perfect Speller $119.00 

Spell Binder $259.00 

Peach Text 5000 $209.00 

Spell Check $199.00 

BenchMark $349.00 

BenchMark Mail Ust $189.00 

Memo Plan $129.00 

Multi-Mata $279.00 

pfs: write $89.00 

Word Plus PC/The Boss (speller) . . . $349.00 

WordStar $299.00 

MailMerge $159.00 

WordStar/MallMerge $349.00 

WordStar ProPack $379.00 

SpellStar $159.00 

EasyWriter II (Spell/Wrtte/Mall) $249.00 

EasyWriter $119.00 


dUtll $89.00 

dGraph $199.00 

dBase II $389.00 

TIM III $329.00 

File Mana 9 er Plus $89.00 

pfs: file $89.00 

pfs: report $79.00 

pfs: graph $89.00 

Condor 20-111 $389.00 

spreadsheetB/finaacial/grapliB 

SuperCalc I $119.00 

SuperCalc II $159.00 

MultIPIan $159.00 

Lotus 1-2-3 $319.00 

Friday! $185.00 

C-dex Training.. .each $49.00 

Home Accountant Plus $88.00 

1 St Class Mail $79.00 

Peachpack (6L/AR/AP) $219.00 

Scratch Pad $199.00 

Financial Planner $419.00 

EasyPlanner $1 59.00 

CalcStar $99.00 

PerfectCalc $119.00 

Fast Graphs $1 89.00 

Money Maestro $99.00 

MicroPlan $299.00 

Profit Plan $129.00 

California Corp $79.00 

The Practical Accountant $109.00 

Business Polky Planifer $79.00 

Bottom Line Strategist $289.00 

TK Solver $179.00 


=WE5T= iCANADA: 

SOO-e'LS-TTfl 800- 268 - 4^559 


m 


3 

‘ 

7S4 



In Tofonto CSIM41 6 826 0546. Dept 0217 

In NV call I702IS88 S6S4 0«pl 0217 Order Status Number 828 0866 

Order Status Number 688 6664 ^ 2606 Ounwin Drive. Unit 18 

PO Boi 6689 Slateline NV 89449 Mississauga. Ontario Canada L6L1Tt 

No r>»h no deposit on C O 0 orders Pre paid orders receive tree snipping witnm the UPS continental Unit 
money orders Add S'*!, (minimum S6 OOl shipping and harsdling on all C O 0 and credit card orders Largei 
• esidenisadd sales la t All items subiect lo availability and price change We slock manutaclurer sand third | 
loday toi our caiaiog 


=EA5T= 

800-235.8950 


In PA CSIM71 7)327 9675. Dept 0217 
Order Status Number 337-9676 
Customer Service Number 337-1460 
477 E Third Si . Williamsport. PA 17701 
lied Stales with no waiting period tor certilied checks or 
ir shipments may require additional charges NV and PA 
party software tor most all computers on the merhel Can 



COMPUTERMAILORDER 








a 


JS! 

iiiiimmiil 


hardware 


emeu 1S3 ON READER SERVieE eARD 


modems & 
communication 

Hay0S 300 $209.00 

HayM 1200 $509.00 

Hayaa 12008 $459.00 

Hayaa Smart Com II $75.00 

Hayaa Chronograph $199.00 


printers 










Anchor Mark VI 

....$169.00 





disk drives 


Tandon 5V*” 320K TM 1 00-2 . . . . 

Amditk 1 

....$229.00 

....$219.00 

percom hard disks 



10 Mog w/Controlltr 

...$1699.00 

20 Mog w/Contollor 

...$2399.00 

diskettes 


■UKCU 

$29.00 



Terbatlfli 




dc^haat 




DS/DD 

$29.00 


NEC 2050 

$999.00 





Oktdata (82. 83, 84. 93. 94).... 

CALL 



(RX80, FX80. FX100 A MX100) 

















Amdok CXY-100 Ptottor 

$599.00 









tablets 


Koalt Pad 

$95.00 


$ Pack Plua: 

84K. C, S. P $279.00 I 

e4K, C, 8. P. GP $309.00 | 

Maoa Plua II: 

64K, C, S, P $309.00 

54K, C, S, P, OP $349.00 

64K. C. 28, P. GP $399.00 

Combo Plua II: 

64K. C, S, P $279.00 

I/O Plua II: 

C. 8. P $139.00 

C, 8, P, OP $169.00 

3780 Emulator $669.00 

C-Oock, S-Sarial Port, P^raM Port, QPGama Port 


quadram 


monitors 

Amdak 31 OA Ambar $1 69.00 

Amdak Color II $399.00 

Amdak Color III $349.00 

NEC JB 1201 Graan $149.00 

NEC JB 1205 Ambar $1 59.00 

NEC JC 1216 RGB $429.00 

U8I PI 3 Ambar $159.00 

Zanitli ZVM 123G Graan $89.00 

Zanith ZVM 122A Ambar $109.00 

Taxan 120 Graan $129.00 

Taxan 12A Ambar $139.00 

Princaton HX-12 RGB $519.00 


Quadlink $519.00 

Quadboard...aa tow aa $289.00 

Ouadboard l...aa low aa $289.00 

Ouadboard II. ..at low at $289.00 

Quad 512 Plut...at low at $249.00 

Parallal Intarlaca Board $89.00 

64K RAM Chipt KK $59.00 

Mlcrofazart...at low at $1 19.00 

Efazar...at low at $109.00 


universal research 

MuHI-Dlsplay Card $379.00 I 


tac 

IRMA 3270 91040.00 I 


trederick 

Plantronict Color Plut $379.00 I 


=WE5Tr ICANADA= =EA5T = 


800.6*18.3511 800-268‘1559 800.253.8950 


1nNVcall(702iS88-S6t4 0«pl 0217 In Twonto C»M 1**6 828 0868 D«pl ©217 In PA call tn 71327 9575 Oapi 0217 

0rd«r Staius Numbar 588 5854 0»d«« Slatw* Numba. 828 0886 Orda« Statu* Numbar 327 957b 

P O Bos 8889 Statalma NV 89**9 2505 Dunwin Dfiva UniltB Cu*tonia7 Saivica N ufnbaf 327*1 450 

Mississauta Ontario Canada C5L1T1 477 E Third St Williamtpon PA 1 770 

CANADIAN ORDERS All pricas ara subiaci lo shipping, las and currancy llwctuationt Call lor asact pricing in Canada 

INTERNATIONAL ORDERS All shipmanis oulsida Ihacontmanlal Unitad Siaias must ba prepaid by cartiliad check only Include I minimum $5 OOi shipping an 
handling EDUCATIONAL DISCOUNTS Additional discounts are available to qualiliad Educational Institutions 
APO 8 FPO Add 3^ (minimum S5 00> shipping and handling 


nmum $5 OOi shipping ano 





THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
COMPUTER MAIL ORDER FIRM 


ALL MAIL: Conroy-L«Pointe. Inc.. P.O. BOX 23068. Portland. Or. 97223 
SHOWROOMS AT: PORTLAND. OR. or SEATTLE. WA. BOTH OPEN M-SAT 10-S 



HARDWARE For The APPLE II+/IIe SOFTWARE for APPLE 11+ /He 


kpnjtei2iR.ncoLuiM cdi 

APPLE N STARTER STS 8Y APPLE |$yt A) 
oMMBOcoAmi 
Ml II wth conmiie' 

AoeNMoMo Call 

APPLE N STARTS SYSTEM 8T 
CONROV-UPOMTEISrSTBiq 
i2eKnlg0colum 
t Moo- S o On*t cgr«oN> 

FNr UI«r»<dl«|*OOS33Mwne 
ZenaiirCiaenMofMo 
RF UoduMlor (to caky TV| 

GamePacktes 

Game • coo gradacs and sound 
UBiarfeGaner*MuBas SUM 

UMTTED WARRANTY: s l(Hri.P»ftAlaligO90d»>sliTu 


QQI 


A2.143KMI Drive 
M? i43Kio328K0me 
•aoKi WCorWolerCaRt 
*A<O.I60K.Dme 
WA70.286K DriM 
AaOATDCanaoAei 


suas 

I2HI>H 


N.PSA40 BeAOnve I63K $ 299 t 119 

TEAC TaO DraaOriM 163K $ 3« S 231 

TEAC TBO DaudeSded 326K $ 449 S 329 

ConMOCard S 110 S S9 

£Met l63K40TK S 379 $249 

EHe2.326K.80TK S 649 $ 399 

EHe3.6S2K IGOTK S 049 S 499 

EMeCorWoHer $ I4S I 94 

DOiPaliVi2XEMBBacM)Sys $1949 $1049 


OVERSTOCK SPECIALS 


WHILE THEY LAST 
*Adan 32GKnAU(>sASvslBm{«oe) $1000 $i» 




* CCS. Sanai nertacc 77 lOA I Set Baud) 
ACena t6KRAMC«d.lYrV^.toill> 
AComXtaille aoCol -64X1^1(14) 

MOoeoR i6KFWilCardlarli> 
SWcoaVHNy WordHHidei 

* UsiHanler 

Vidci IMeoterm McoUnncanjtarll ■ 


S ISO $90 
$179 $39 
S29S $125 
$ too $ 99 
$ 60 $39 
S SO $35 
$34$ $229 


RAM EXPANSION 


*ALSA00Racn|l-| I6K 

*ConX<oillc.90Col >64KRAM(Ue) 
*ComX RAMC4rd.1Vr WtyiH*) 16K 
nRAHCardlD-l 16K 

' ' •RAMC«d|IIM32K 
RAMCadll • I 64K 
RAMCmil • |12aK 
* AMDnRAll0iNiSYt4aM< • aiel320K 


$ 100 f SI 
S 295 $125 
$ 179 $ 39 
$ in $ 99 
$ 249 $199 
S 42S $299 
S S99 $399 

$1000 m 



VIDEO CARDS 


WALS.SmaMrmlll* ora) 
ComLOOCol « 04KRAM|lle| 
VldB.Vdeoteinia0coi ( * ore) 
A U9aTann(«ae) 

SonwdeoSwkMN*) 

EnhmarlllOt) 

FiActonSlnp(l*) 

WeHawFulVdeiUA 

VMa.Vl9on80 


$ 179 
$295 
$345 
$379 
$ 35 
S 148 
S 79 
I upuasvoti 
$ 260 $110 


$279 
$25 
$ 91 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALS TheCPWCardV30( Orel 
2^1 oiei 

ASTAR IVModulaiOilOuMTV 
ACCS S4f«lr4erlac«77i0A 
EastsKle wed Card (coiMr ore) 
VMd Card Plus 
Ktnsmglon SysHmSaver 
Key Tronic K82(IOi«yl»vd|ll ) 
KoNi ToucnTaueiAMcroMusaaior 
KrWtJoySKAlApSI-l 
PaddHiApSII 1 
MAR SupRIani or«) 

AMicreaaft ZBOSoRcardi - oiei 

ZBOSoRcartPiusi vei 
SoAcard Piemum Pack |5 - 1 
SoAcard PrenwnPack |lei 
MnoTak Ounvi«iQ64 BuRer 
AOangtMiefo QraiioierRusieoi i 
1 6K BuAei Bovd lor Grapder 
BkWeiedGrappief I6K 
Paymar LoaerCaseOypia - > 
APCRAfkACad UtaaAns 6Mu 
1 28K Memory E ipand Board 
RHEMcPowi ca . Super Fanil 
ASatumSytlam Acceicaiwll 
STCSotlac TheCraavr 
Trm«id SSM AIM Sra P»a i F 
TCPtoduda GamePicWesiA- ) 


S 35 
S ISO 
S 140 
S 190 
$ 90 
$296 
S 125 
S 65 
S SO 
S SO 
S 34S 
S64S 
$ 69S 
S 49S 
S 349 
S 175 
S 175 
S24S 
S SO 
S 37S 
S49S 
S 7S 
S S99 
$ 200 
S 225 


$129 
$ 25 
$99 
$ 99 
$139 
$6$ 
$219 
S 9$ 
$ 49 
$39 
$39 
$235 
$459 
$495 


$119 

$119 

$179 


Vidti PSIQi 


JoyskckiH 

FCard 


niiIHi;i*M 

iTecti -- 
Arttci M^cWniowli NEW $ II 

Ma^ComboClVmd.UavAWDnls) S 2! 
AAsAton-TaltdBaselllReqCPMaO) $71 
FnanoaiPlarmiReQCPMBOl $ 71 
Fnliy(F)e()urasCPWeOl $2 

BPISysMmtGLARAPPRorNV.aacA S3 
BrodtnMndBan4SaeeiWr4er $ : 

ConorwHilGLARAPorPRaa $2 
HomeAccouniM $ I 

FCM $ H 

Oo«Joma.MiA8i Analyzer $3! 

MartAlManager $ % 

UvkeikIcrQaxpe $ 71 

FoiAGilv.QudUDde{lDrdBBse«) $ 2t 
dGratAlkirdBaaell) $ 2 
dUiMyilordBasell $ < 
Hm*n.PHW«r(S^80ool bovT) S I! 
HemdSafLRaaiEstMeArwywii $ ii 
TaiPiepwer.i9S4 $2 
UKLederPerleclAliWUerae $ 1< 

MkmCnR. liecfAesZaoCPUCard) 
Vwdaor B Rieeper $ 9! 

Men Lab. Ts Manager $ i| 

MaoPn.(altfqure280CPMCatf) 

A WoidSMrAApplwjACPN SPECIAL $41 
WordSMt- • TnrwgWnuW SPECIAL S 4< 
I to AMige- SPECIAL $2 

SpelSar' SPECIAL $2 

A WordSUrPioieaBnW.4Pali SPEOAL S S 
MaonR.IA«PW(CP>Hat4(vle006) $ 21 
FfWcMMMxIlCPMcrOOS) $ 1( 
BudgelMJIUICPMoiDOG) $ 1! 
AOebonwCP. SoA. (D«k and Book) (Sw . Bus 
SamaCaiivnQnBaacR 09 «TB( 75 aadi) $ IC 
PncAcalBaaicPrDgnms|40aKh| $ 1C 
MadWw. Raqms CPM A MBasc. 64K 
Sann40aAARAAP.N3 $ » 

Sanes9TadASpelAMad.N3 $31 
PartactPerMVMer $ « 

PertedSpetor $ 2S 

PirlBClW8tSpMA2PWi $ « 
PertKSFSar $ SO 

PavMoR. Personal Pean $ 2S 

Qwk.WQtdJuoMsr(Ae) $23 

laixAacklle|uM»Jugder) $ I4 
SsniMh.S««SbeMr.tpecdynCdBrd $12 
SMraOiHJiia. G aaenPANrPiolB MB nal S 2Q 
ScreenWrNtI $ 13 

TTaOdKiraiY NEW $ 1G 
GenerHM«iN)w$NEW $ 23 
ASfconVMay.WwdHwdHr $ 6 

A LiSiHAder $ S 

SoRewnPMIMWg.PfSF4e $12 

ispscdy'ora) PfS.Rl^ $12 

PF5 GnpA $ 12 


$395 
$199 
$295 
$ 47 
$l» 
$ 49 
$ 69 
$775 


$175 

$75 

$115 


$195 

$179 

$$9 

$96 

$135 


$94 

$M 

$14 


SysleniPlutGL AP AAR SPak 
Vidii 4opie«r4erlptetiool(Wt 
V»calc80cDi cnbooidHk 
UWaPiarispKrybiMrdll 
VtsiCorp PsrsonH SoRwve 
VIsk«c33 

VHcalc&ilwcadllei NEW 

VeAeotVnOai.aacn 


k. Apple IMwnic 
OouUs-Tihe 

Typatacss|Rai)ApMidm) 
DOSSBossorUUIvCay.each 
rcDekpi 


$ 30 $ B 
$ 35 $ 2$ 
$ 20 $ IS 
$ 30 $ 22 
S 20 $ IS 
S 30 $ 20 
$ 40 $ 27 
$ 20 $ IS 


BnMMn. Compeer, lor AppMol BASIC 
EpeeiLGraphisEXjrrci 
Hi)M. TennnlPiC9«i) 

A ISMIL GiaFORTH by Pad Luke 
“ — WlALDS 
Coboin 
ForkaiOO 

COMPimUNEMSTOCK 
.Locksneti (be coper) 
n.Conc) Grplo Syt NEW 

GrapNcsMapcun NEW 

i.ZoomGrMa 

.BegolTiidts NEW 

■ nr I ff ■ I UTii MUM 

$ » $ 8 
S 35 $ 21 
$ 60 $ 41 
$ 35 $ 25 
$ 30 $ 21 
S 40 S 27 
S 75 $ 49 
$ 40 S 27 


$ IS $ 9 

$ 100 $ 86 
$ n $ SB 
$ 125 $ TS 
$ 750 $SS9 
$ 195 $ M9 

$ 100 $ 75 
$ 70 $ S3 
S 60 $ 41 
$ 40 $ 34 
$ 40 $ 29 


BeaMiBna' Beagl e Bag 
MpbHnd.CiiopMet 


laleRunrw 
AppMPm 

MiaCe.PiMConsa Sal 
A ConlMnML Home Acocweam 
CMnolt Aziec p Zanon. fKA 
C dH W pe.fl j tga l ninniBry) 

BmMAi. Memory Tranat 
HqMn. Sam ii (Owes) 

InlaRM. Zon 1. 1,9 91. p SMnnei. aadi 

KoMiFteilranaxiLCAU 

lawiMg Co.. (Lsga bivanloryi 

LiMninMtslarlype 

Mimljb.i*ip2049p 

SiPwOiy4Jna.UAnal 

8b»Tac4LW bari>Y 

SpAnMar. Kndercamp 

SubUiMc.FlgMSiiui«pl 


$ 90 


CM 

$ 79 
$ 29 

$ 27 


$ 27 

$ n 

$ 49 


Tvnain.Logo 

OnOBRM 


BRAIOS AW PfKOIAMS M STOCK. CALL 


8 "CP/M -80 SOFTWARE 


MUCH MORE m STOCK 

ASKTON-TATE dBasek 

FnancdlPiannnqLang 

Fnday 

BIUECHM MMnwe 
DIGITAL RES CBA5C 

C8ASICC9npi(*(C880i 
Pascal MT- 

ciscoea 


dUH 

dGrapi) 

MFOCOM $aicnsA.ZPk I. IPM aadi 
ONdewpPianeiiai aacn 
MCROCRAFT VarPeipBAm' apn 
MCROPRO WpdSnr- 


WPdStpProl 4Pak|CMI 
WCflOSOFT MuNxar 

coea OT.Cy-o^-SPECIAL 


PLOTTERS" 


OUR 
PRCE PRICE 
S TOO $ 395 
$ TOO $439 
$ 295 $ 248 
S 70 $ 43 
$ ISO S 99 
$ SOO $ 339 
S 3S0 $ 239 
$ 950 $575 
$ 560 $ 375 
$ 350 $250 
$ 295 $195 
$ » $ 62 


$ 60 $ 40 
$ 995 $ 495 
S 495 $ 239 
$ 250 $ 129 
$ 895 $429 
$ 275 $ 195 
S 750 $ 3S0 


BAUSCH A L0M6. HOUSTON 
DMP-40 ipinCalonda*nry 
DUP 29 6pmCa<onde«eni 

CMP4iC4*ondek«enr 
AMOEK DXY 100 10 > 14 Pva 

I 6CDIPSP 


ItSl OUR 

PnCE PRKE 


m 


$ 120 I 99 
$ K $ 75 
NEW $ 325 $ 275 
$ 195 $149 
4lCVCaaMla.«r22KMem $ 275 $ 219 

Can on 1 


P12CC 
PiiCCaiMiP 
laiClCaKuatp 


A 


for the ATARI 

RANA1000Clnve.320K $ U9 $ 369 

KOAUPaOnNkiokuaaMr $ IK $ 75 


DISKEHES ^ .SS 

BROWN DISC 

iOaachPuMlD&00 4eTPl $ 45 $ 32 

iOMcnPuiaa&D600.96TP1 S 60 $ 45 

COC iK»4cn.S&S0.35T|I^.Atani 5 450 $168 

i0eBCl>SSSO.35T(ilp^.Aivi) S 45 $ II 

iOOeAcn.SStX>40T|AppiteM) $ 550 $ 179 

iGaachSSOO.40riA{pFlBMi $ 56 $ 19 

'KaacnOSOO40T IBU.HP) $ 750 S 295 

lOeaOi 0500 40T(eM HP) $ 75 $ 35 

DYSAN lOnctiSSSDlAppkalci S O $ 39 

lOeadtDGOOASTiBMHPeic) $ 89 $ 49 

MAXELL lOeKtiMOiSSOO $ 55 $ 29 

lOeach.MOZOSX $ 75 $ 39 

HEMOREX 

lOapriSSTOTKieAiAaM Atani $ « $ 25 

iQaadvOSOOTipeBlBMHP) $ 90 $ 35 

VERBATRt lOeacnMOSZSOl SSSO $ 49 S 25 

'0«bUi.MO34 0S0O $ 64 $ 4$ 

WGENERIK ’ DISKEHES-ASLOWASSI 

iKeact>SS.S0 35TiackiAppeAiar>i S 4i5 $130 

iOKeachSSSD.35Tra»|l«peAlani $4i50 $995 

lQ0«lchDSD0 4DTrai»ieMHP) S 626 5 170 

lOOOatfiDS X 40TiackieM HPi 56260 $14K 
AiacMh noaoeMDppjaAT yOdayvneMrMnantytyia 

GENERIK- 
S)DISKETTES 

EacliMie00<|uanMy 

SSSD $1.00 Each 
DSDD $1.40 Each 



CDC 

SSSD $1.69 Each 

■Annnun euaname wpiy 
Saa non Bionait back piaraMa 
• bv COHX Capemon fiM ua 


MODEMS I^ESSORCS F^ 

ANCHOR SgruranWCiktodemiRSTST) $ 99 $ 75 


MarkXI 

KAYES eM-PCSmpnodcmiZUB 
CALPC SmartpnllSalNvn 
Slack Ctwpiograpi lRS-232) 
Sta« SmatTOton 3K |F&232) 
Smpnodam 1 2 K [RS^ 
Mcromodem IK IS- iKtui 
Moomodem le (Ip 9c Apple 4) 
WAPCiolMimCablc 
NOVATION 

eiiM>CAaaesi-23Package 

AppecaillMadpn 300BAUO 

?l24(pCCaL 1200 BAUD 

PCGaiwwCnaiaA 

Cal 

>Cai 

212AubC« 

SmpiCaii(a2i2 

TRANSENDSSM Trpepv I ip iNxc a 
ModemCpdlPtwAKiell 
^ranwnodpn 12K 


S 399 $ 269 
$ 599 $439 
$ 119 $ 89 
$ 249 $ 199 
$ 299 $ 225 
$ 999 $ 535 
$ 399 $ 275 
$ 329 S 239 
$ 29 


$ 389 $269 
$ 725 $559 
$ 595 $ 419 
$ 189 I 139 
S 149 S 104 
$ 995 $ 579 
$ 595 $ 415 
$ 89 $ 59 
5 299 $ 259 
$ 995 $ SN 


SOFTWARE. SEE APPLE OR BM UTUTY SOnWARE SECnOi 


aAHOEK irGiMn.#300G 
A irAnbP eaoOA 

A iTArttp 310AipeM-PC 

A 'TCPpI CornpccAe 

A I repp a. RGB It Res 

OVM.CdPkpMloAppellf 
NEC trCreen ModeUBiZOiM 
i2’CalpCompcM«cXi21SM 
irCPP.FIGe 6MMDdeiXt203 
APRMCrON RGBHReiHX-12 
QUAORAMOuadcftpntirnGBCpp $795 
Obacnoaenir 9681512 $1995 
SANYO 1? Green MideiOMeiiZCX $260 
TTX SmptTpmnaaOK $ 599 

ZEMTNirOeenModnZVUm NEW $ 2K 


$ 795 


$ 135 
$ 149 
$ 159 
$ 299 
$ 439 
I 17$ 
$ 159 
$ 299 
$ 518 
$499 
$ 499 
$1595 
$ 199 


PRINTERS ACCESSORIES 


DOT MATRIX PRINTERS: 


OUR 

PRKX PRICE 
E)>50NFXe0 Can 

UXiOOFTaOCPS wOraRru* $ 995 $ 638 
FX1K CM 

ApcAelGraplKsOpiipP'OTarr) $ 15 S 9 
LEADMCEDGEGoreuBpiana $ 250 $ 209 
MANNESMAN TAUT iMLKCol CAU 

laOL l32Ca CAU 

SdniOOCPS CAU 

OKIOATA82A 8009 120(06 Para $ 349 CM 
8U.l32csi.l20Kt.Pva $ 749 CM 
92.160CPS.60COI Pva $ 599 CM 
9Q 160CP5 l36Cal Pva $ 999 CM 
2350PPnmvh.350cptPva $2695 CM 
24iQPPa»mvk360cptPara $2995 CM 
ORANGEMKROGrapptv • IpApple $ 195 $119 
PRACTICAL NtaoCuHvhLJC&W Pva $ 349 $ 259 
lAaoouBvrKnee4KSaia $ 349 $ 259 
ASTARHCflO Gvm1l}%l20cps 23K $ 499 $219 
GCPnlS-X 120Rt23K CM CM 
BM-I’C to Epson pStvAhotnes CMC $ 60 $ 35 
AppelFandCMcipEoepiorGamn $ 95 $ 59 
LETTER OUALfTY - DAISY WHEEL PRINTERS: 
JUKI6iKl7cptUCP Pvaw 5 TOO $ $39 
SAVER REED EXPU0P16ep6 3pach 5 995 $ SB5 
EXP5S0S.18 qi6 3c«K $ 995 $ 650 
ATn.10i4.i3cptPva6SpPhiFndKn $ 649 $499 
SUPPUES; Trapp FaedPapp Rttora 0«$rWMk 


6Meg $2095 $1695 
IIMag $2750 $2350 
OnmAreWItfioutlnlariacM 20Mag $3750 $3250 
lBU-PCMerlacelAv<vai SW6Ca(MKe $ 3K $ 249 
A6M-PCOmnTransporlp.4PikSpacill $1895 $1495 
AppCMariace Mviuv SWACaaalU S 3n $ 249 
OthpinsriKes Onn-NeL CpdeMBn Mnp CALL 

W MEANS A BEST BUY 
AD #987 


CORVUS 


ORDERING INFORMATION ANDTERMS^MaamuauCCr'Ank CanmChfO« UawvOraan iurera ’ 0 K<>«UM(jo*amRiar<S<Mi aa annaiMaar i 

UovanvOaauaaoBloeBvxlDcap No COO P>ica»anaciaI\&Mhdboart»*003%k>aliin«PKa»la> VI^pUC F«US UmlaM addJMStmmpnikannnp aiainnaatMhan*<g{SllH)b» 
UPS UPSvaM«Mralard»add3M$i0rMmun<iaw«ki>UPSBuaipSMH Adei?hiPwr$i5minnwn)tpSMKipU6Pg«C APOpFPO FpHaaw NMavKl Canada. UPS cnapnavni pay il 
oiiaraptnMncae ran pn^PoH* Fo>«p<aMnaa(niCanaaalpS.I6Hadd ’a\pSKainnwnlpStkHaKpelvnipiPnadd30%P$60mmaaTilatSUH P«udnFllDcraraa typstmrs 
andaviinanwcaiievanN MpoHvanav KrudaMnarayndaraguarvnadlDaanr DualOoiltDatpncasanaawauuratvatMlyeuBaigainanmaadpradiicS 4LLSMESARE FINAL CalbHora'Man 
rgynklDieuv vtqucfrM fVilm riranwIniT nriiTni-t'illl'ffiatjp nTlIhT calnrlnl ORDER DESK rOJRS6 AM k)6PH PST lArdaimiW Filler Vd 101(4 Sauder 4AM risa»9AM nNnrToA 

OUR REFERENCES^ ib»ria»abaa«'ircpieuMnanaaiatebi»»»neai95B aconPpeaMriaraiyTanaKCcinvPBiTtiaiiDniwHca <tao BaNu < M emtarv Barb ibOSiiasaerB Mibaiangio 

nr‘''n«npC«iT»iiatc»i$a3i6aaai?3 BameumaaaBwaauandOraciMaAawigAstociaian pc«Dw<nandara«eaalilvovara4<ubaaa>a> Fan# * Pd Ganace * ara ladamarki P Cam C u p wa k an 


CASH* CARRY OUTLETS: 

Ow-Cieputcv laiee pay Open Monday Vnugn SMuday 

iooopnsk 

PORTLAW. OREGON. :i5CI7-OSW PxAcHvy Terrace 
SKoppng OtCv. T^ard 99W bctMen 2i7 ana fS Cal 
245-1020 

SEATTLE. WASH., 3540 l2Bri Aw SE Banevue WA 96005 
Tec 641-4736 nLdeMennt Plaza nevFaSpia Sane SE 
PHny 405 A90vWVSE3«h6Wtfnd6 








k 


LOW PRICES TO PROFESSIONALS WHO KNOW WHA T THEY WANT AND KNOWHOW TO USE IT! 

THE IBM-PC SUPPLY CENTER 



IBU B s »adsnarii d BU Corporiton 

256K 

IBM-PC 

System Includes 
Two 320K Disk Drives by CDC 
900ayWarr»ityByUs 
Call For Details And 
Configurabons 



€g) 

CONTRpL 

DATA OR lanaon 
320K/360K DS 00 DISK DRIVES 

OalMl} MiMon ktoruacnt 
60 Oiy Wwratty by Fidory AUhonzod Ootul^ 
SantasKW 

nUMbrOM eSForOw. 

$199 

HALF HEIGHT 

MAYNARD ^ fSk 

F)Dp^DrMC«nrolM.leriBfe4«Ms $ 195 S 119 
MtiFMMRMI S 275 t 216 


OAyA2Slh95'0nteSyaMnUvt| S1S50 t1166 
n#\nA.25UigHHdDMiSyMm Ctf 

QMADKAM 6 MiQ. nVKMM 

QUAOISK,;“l»fS“ 

CAUOM I;??®-?*' 


Av.i«UTy 


12295 tim 
S19M lists 
S22S0 I17M 


VISTA .C 



LIST OUR 
PICE PRICE 

MEMORY CHIP KITS X'cS. 

'wtierCoM lOOMesM WtiSOdayMarrMy 
*64KKiL200NS.9crBS.4IS4 150 I 45 

ISKKI 200NS.9di^4116(tDrPC-1n«t«rt)oartfi ISO | 16 


amdeksssiC!; 


BoddCobv 

I.12BK 


GnpiK&M 

coRtaPteSiKsec 

CoRtiaPlut.2S6K.SPC 

U^tPtaH.6«(.2SPC 

UtgiPk•l.256K^SPC 

25a(Migtf>fatlE««tl* 

SiMPU.64K.SPC 

SBPaAPU256K.SPC 

SaMPUaMLSPC 

I0PUI.2SPCC 

PCntI' LANK* 


S 569 t S19 

I 395 I 779 

t 695 I 475 
1 495 SMS 
$ 796 S 495 
S 396 t 295 
I 396 I 295 
$ 695 1 495 
$ 895 $595 
$ 315 $ 195 
$1490 $1290 


> ZPta64.l0lZ8Oe.64Kp0apoR 

*ComX 2SeKFMMCiRl«thFaM'RAM(M«niiaKK 
wdsp^nlware * *" * — 

(MM'tDrOi 
gaihntasdc- . 
VMc«CPli*S|UmS»(r 
Uontione Exl CaUt Pv 

HERCULES .UonodvomeBovO 
KeyTrOniC.KBSlS0.9d keyOoMl 

hoala 


$ 80 $ 65 
S SO $ 

$ 25 $ 

$ 40 $ 


/.Hoddts<arito«ecafd 
StndSMr.no (Ml {«d 
SvdStt.256KC«d 


Tecmar 



mcrosor“sSSS« 

SysliniCMOtK 
Mduh 

MOUSE SYSTBIS. PC Mute* sotnre 
POnei'.SttlarKtlAN 
. PCnd'CitulBaRlKil 
ManodnmeGfMhsCad 

PLANTRONICS 

Cott1Ul6ooio>bid wParaPon 

QMADRAM 

' (ApiM newest VEMNM $ 610 $4U 

(>at)oatd nofUU ap«Ublalo256K t 296 $ 21$ 

OuadboM64K.c9njabielD25EK 

r CUMx»d256K.6Ucton 
CUdbotrt I. no (Mi two to 256K 
Oadiovd 9. 54K apwttUi b 2S6K 
Ouadbo*dl.256K.6lurclan 
Outd 5 12 * . 64K phB tenai port 
OutdSI2-.256KpuaB«paR 
OuadS12-.5l2K(ibis«ialpon 
OuKfcotarl. boird. iScobn 
OuataUr 9. bo«l iM a* Owdobr I 
Qwddnme.irRGBHantDi 
Oiadscreen. ir.968i512M(MD> 

MDOluar. wCopy. PP. OK. »UP8 • P S 
M(TOla»(.wCopy.PP.64K. IMP64»PS 
kIcrofam.wCapy. PP. 12eK. 9UPt26«P S 
Mcnla».Sna^8K.PP.Epnn.«WE8.wPS i 179 $ 145 
Mcnfant . Snapon. 6(K. PP, Epaon. 

#UE64.*PS $319 1235 

Alltootawrsare eApa ndat i i i . |•tz(l|fb51^K)(Sni^b64K| 

tallMTE.64K $ 369 $ 2 

1SiUATE.256K $ 569 S C 

GrmtaMasbr 

TGPBOOUCIB .JjytICk 

WICO.BAPCUDuae 


$ & $ 99 

$ 100 


^^^^^^^^^OFTWARE for IBM-PC or XT 


ALPHAOWMMManneiii $ 

ASHTON-TATE 

• de«e9i»guu»PC-DOS<l2eK S 

dBtseRUasrsGuderBocir S 

ErwynMntOePrmrlBaoki S 

TheFnanoaiPiamet s 

f'kJwr $ 

APPUCDSOFT TECH vc vdom $ 

ASKMCROaAHAPNVtrPRMCtr $ 

BPI Gt AA APvPfl $ 

*CONniCNTALHvniilaDtf«ani $ 

FCUtFtna Cacab^rg Uwnqi $ 

Prtiornyhbntgcnwni $ 

DAT AMOST WrteOr (Word Procasw) S 

OOWJONES MarkdAna^.-a 5 

UarkdUaruqn' 5 

MartMMwmceoe S 

EAGLESOnWAREMoneyOacMm S 

AEINSTEM Wribr NEWS 

UHwylfana NEW S 

SpWr NEW $ 

MaiW NEW S 

LennScenet i€W S 

FOXACELLfROuOBoaeiUSOOSi 5 

dGr«h(USt)OSj S 

dUNIneMPCOOS s 

HAYDEN eMPvWiW s 

p» Sew 5 

HOWAAOSOFT RiaiEoabAiwymu 5 

Ta>Pi«>nr 1964 $ 

mSEAyWiiffliWPi S 

Ekv^wn s 

EtsyFWiiaDeMS. 5 

0u3deuSyawR Gl Afl aP 5 

G1 ARAPPR.OEttMV«cti 5 

*MSOFT Dala0n^i«tSTUAt08MS> S 

UFETREE VoAtMtiM $ 

• LOTUS* 2-3 5 

MKROCRAFT VcfdciwB4a»iD<w itcb 5 

I9CR0LAB luMantga $ 

WCROPAO WordStar S 

UaiUnrgp $ 

Sesasuf $ 

• VbrdStarPrdesoraiaPai s 

Starkidn’ S 

kdoStar' S 

RaportStar' ) 

StarSuru $ 


• MOtOSOFT Muikpian 


PACE PRICE 
$ 275 $175 
$ 375 $ 275 
$ 475 $339 
5 100 $ B 
$150 $ 109 
S 165 $ 110 
$ 250 I 169 


Word Mb Mouse 
Fmanoal Swamir* 

Budget 

MONOGRAM DolartlW 
NORTH AHSVCAN BUS TheAraM* 

• OSSOWCCOIU iBooklBuavK 

SaMics i Utb Programt on DStX) Oafct) 
SoneCommnBaacPrtig t7DaK»)| $ lOO S 69 
P*acbc«BascPn»a)nsi40eadt) S tOO S 69 
PeLCORPORATK)NI%in«iln«avil $ 145 $ 99 
PEACHTREE PeacnP*(Gl AR A AP) $ 395 $ 239 
PeacbTMSOOO $ 395 $ 231 

PEARLSOFTPencnalUKtXieiMbt $ 295 $ 195 

• PERFECT Peried Wrier ' S 389 $ 149 

PeriedS|)4eer'»PiflidC4K* ead* $ 295 $ 9$ 
Wreer • Seeier2P» $ 695 $ 199 

PertedFtier' 5 595 $ 199 

SOnWAREARTS TK'Sdw $ 299 $ 219 

SOFTWARE PUeUSMHO PFSF4e S 140 $ 94 
PFS Reoon S 125 $ 94 

PFSWree NEW S 140 S 95 

PFSGrapn 1CW $ 140 $ 95 

SORC1M SuperCaicH S 295 $ 195 

SuperCacW $ 395 $ 265 

SSISATELUTE WordPtrleci S 495 $ 375 

PawnaiWord>ailtd $ I95 $ 149 
STCSOFTEC PieCndDr $ 300 $ 19$ 

STONEWARE AdrancedDBUasiei $ 595 $ 395 
SYNiU>SEF4eMi0Kr $ 100 $ 67 

SYNERGISTIC OaaRgennir $ 250 $ 169 

TMAKER TUakarH $ ?75 t 119 

V1SK0RPV«CNC4 $ 250 $179 

VeiFaeorVieiScitedtM $ aoo $ 219 
OetHopPMnl $ 300 I 219 

VicWordwttVdSoeinaOKi S 375 I 269 


UTILITY & SYSTEM 


1983 CL SOFTWARE AWARD: 

Capii H PC ^ Canaai Pore SotMn • St be best scMwe 
buyer 1963 and 1964 RiMiCBoy men copy oraiedadKiRware 
miaslartianinycMrbadBCWaini UntkeoAercopm 
4 makes an aud dupicaie d your ongaiai and 4 does 100% 
YenSeatenoicopy Dooaneniaaonte ice tini ' 
•CENTRALPOBET CodylPCBKlna) $ 40 $ 36 
• COHX. Fas»(fc ’ RAMOftkernUabrandpnrecr 
S0D<Mrpra7«n Works on any PC 005 verson or RAM 
CatOMenuDmen $ 100 $ 59 


DIGITAL RESEARCH 
C(incurranCPM-66’ 
CBASICae' 

CPIil-96* 

Pascal MT- iCPM-eCi 
PaacakUT- (MSOOSi 
PLKMSOOSi 
AccMsManagariMSOOS) 
DndayMngtrlMSOOSi 


$ 399 
$ 499 
$ 179 
I 339 
$ 13$ 
$ 525 


C6i 

OR LOGO« $ 100 . _ 

C8ASICConviWr|B6«US005ti«M $ 600 $ 365 

HAYES SmadcomNiOaiaComni $119 $ 69 

HKROCOM UacterrrtnairOMCanni) $ 100 $ 65 

MtCROSTUFCbMMiXVKOdaCmn] $195 $129 
MKROSOFT mAUbrnuSasp $ 300 $ 225 

BusnessBASICCOAWW S 600 $ 450 

PncaiCompMr S 350 S 255 

CConwtt $ 360 $ 225 

BASCConpaai $ 3« S 295 

Farlr«>Canipiai $ 360 I 255 

COeaConuer $ 750 $ ^ 

BASCHarpreiw S 350 $ 255 

NORTON Nortonunatn 20 i4(ni9«TK $ 80 $ 6$ 
ROSESOFT Ptokey $ 75 $ 49 

KMAI*l:jillWA4hlJMW 

EPYXAulo.Sm. TamdeoiApNia S 40 $ 29 

OdBaront $ IX $ 75 

• ARHONK EnOdrreSiNB $ 40 $ 27 

BLUE CHIP Mb naac gTyixon.aadi $ X $ 39 

BPISYSTEHS PerxnatAcagumrn $195 $ 139 

• BROOCRBUNO *«)ieP«c(Corarl $ X $ II 

COMPREHDCIVEPCTubrlDOSill S W $ 40 

CONTMENTAL HgmtAedknarl • S IX 5 99 

OATAMOSTPigPenatSpKeSnwaa S » $ 22 

DAVIDSON The Speed Read* 9 S 75 I M 

MFOCOM DeadkneorSUSPENOED *1 S X S » 

TorklorZortlvZokBLaa $ 40 t 27 

• MSOFT W(ydTniorOuoav.Mdi NEW $ 35 $ 29 

MICRO LAB Mne>7(M9 S 40 $ 29 

MICROSOFT nmStnuWor S X $ 33 

MONOGRAM DoainiSme $ i66 silt 

PSLCORP Personal iTNasbr $ 145 $ 99 

SPIMNAKER SnotpetTraopedOrE) $ 4$ $ 35 

a MedmvFacehyu!* $ 35 $ 24 

atpFador $ 40 $ X 

SUBLOGIC lAgMMssanPirtiak S 40 S 27 


• Means a BEST buy. 

AD #987 


(800) 547-1200 


OteionTOUFREE 

H« Line For btoniiMon 

[IX]45I-5I51 

On Your Order 

Portland 24S62X 

|$03)24S'IOX 


^ 1983 by Conroy-LaPointe, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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TH€ MOST IMPORTANT 
DATA SAVING DEVICE YOULL BUY 



GOULD 


It's not a disk drive or a 
cassette recorder, and it can't 
store a single kilobyte. But it 
could save an entire disk fuii of 
data, or a week of work. 
Because this is the Personal 
Conditioner'” from Gould— an 
inexpensive version of the 
Gouid Line Conditioners big 
computer systems use. 

By now you probably know 
that a noisy AC line can make 
your computer lose data, drop 
entire flies, even shut down 
compietely. 

But did you know that 
typicai line protection devices 
just fiiter out the highest surges 


and worst glitches? That means 
potentially harmful noise often 
passes right through. And none 
of them do anything at ali 
about undervoitages, so a 
brownout can put you out of 
operation. 

So if you're serious about 
saving data, you need a Gouid 
Personai Conditioner'”. It's 
much more than a surge 
suppressor or noise filter. It 
actually creates the smooth 
power your computer needs. 
Even if your AC power drops as 
low as 96 volts, the Gould 
Personal Conditioner'” will keep 
supplying 120 volts of clean 
power. 


You can add a Personal 
Conditioner'” to your system for 
less fhan $200. Sure, you can 
save a few dollars by getting 
something less effective. But 
which would you rather save— a 
little money, or your data? 

For the name of your local 
computer dealer carrying the 
Personal Conditioner'” call Toll 
Free 800-854-2658. In California, 
(619) 291-4211. Gould Inc., Power 
Conversion Division. 

■> GOULD 

Electronics 

aRCLE 366 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





trillian a v v ' 

visuALL 


Visual Shell for the IBM Personal Computer 


Complicated Coinmah(^ 
\ Are History! 


Trillian VisuALL creates a connection between you and your computer. It v 
provides you with a library of visual windows allowing you to use all your 
software by seeing and pointing rather than remembering and typing. Now you 
can use your computer without having to read a manual! With VisuALL you only 
need to tell the computer what-to-do not how-to-do>it. The result is that you can 
concentrate on the work at hand instead of remembering complicated keyboard 
commands. 


The VisuALL shell for PC DOS including the DOS Command windows and the 
VisuALL program for creating customized windows is available now for $99.95. 
Additional VisuALL shells for popular software programs such as Lotus 1-2-3 and 
WordStar are available for $49.95*each. 


You can gel VisuALL at your local computer store and at many bookstores. 

For information call 408-374-5001 
or write Trillian Computer Corporation. 

* VituAlX shclU require VifuALL programi In order to operate. 


trillian 


Computer Corporation 

P.O. Box 481 

Los Gatos, CA 95031 


Trillian VltuALL and VliuALL arc registered trademarks <if Trillian Computer Corp. 
WordStar is a registered trademark uf Micro Pro Iniernaiionai Corp. 

Lolua and 1>2*3 are registered trademarks of Lulus Deselupment Corp. 

IBM. IBM PC. IBM PC XT. IBM Peraonal Editor are registered trademarks 
of International Business Machines. Inc. 
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WOUID YOU SHEU OUT 
$1000 TO MATCH WITS 


WnH THIS? 

Meet your match. Meet Infocom games: 
perhaps the best reason in software 
for owning a personal computer. 

In fact, people have been known to 
purchase computers and disk drives 
solely for the purpose of playing our 
games. And they haven’t been disap- 
pointed. Because Infocom ’s prose stim- 
ulates your imagination to a degree 
nothing else in software approaches. 

Instead of putting funny little creatures 
on your screen, we put you inside our 
stories. And we confront you with start- 
lingly realistic environments alive with 
situations, personalities, and logical 
puzzles the like of which you won’t find 
elsewhere. The secret? We’ve found the 
way to plug our prose right into your 
imagination, and catapult you into a 
whole new dimension. 

If you think such an extraordinary 
experience is worth having, you’re 
not alone. Everything we’ve ever 
written— ZORK’ I, II, and III, 

deadline;" starcross;" 


suspended;" The wit- 
ness;" PLANETFALU," 
enchanter;" and INFIDEL- 

has become an instant best- 
seller. For the simple reason that Infocom 
offers you something as rare and valu- 
able as anything in software— real 
entertainment. 

At last, you can fritter away your eve- 
nings playing a computer game without 
feeling like you’re frittering away your 
computer investment. 

Step up to Infocom. All words. No 
pictures. The secret reaches of your 
mind are beckoning. A whole new 
dimension is in there waiting for you. 

(For more information on Infocom 
games contact: Infocom, Inc., P.O. 

Box 855, Garden City, NY 11530.) 


inpocom 

The next dimension. 

For your: .\pple II. Atari. Commodore 64. CP'M R.'UEC Rainbow. DEC RT-11. 
IBNI. MS-DOS 2.0. NEC .APC. NEC PC-«R)0, Osborne. T1 Professuinal. 

TI 99/4A. TRS-80 Model I. TRS-80 Model 111. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL/ MICHAEL CLARK 


A View From The Ivory Tower 

To his own great surprise, a professor buys an IBM PC and 
starts to learn some of the rules of the computer world. Here, he 
recounts his trials and tribulations as a computer novice. 


T he first thing 1 saw this morning upon 
waking was my IBM PC suffused 
with the glow of the morning sunlight. At 
first I thought I was dreaming. What 
would I be doing with a computer in my 
house? I’ve had my PC for only a few 
months, and I’m still in awe of it. Perhaps 
in another few months the novelty will 
wear off. Perhaps. 

Not many months ago, I was oblivious 
to the microcomputer craze that is sweep- 
ing the country. I made (and make) my 
living by teaching students to observe the 
subtleties of Emily Dickinson’s poetry and 
the rules governing point of view in fiction 
writing. I did not expect that I would be 
ready for the subtleties of a computer, but 
I was. 

In February 1983, the head of my 
department at the university received a fly- 
er concerning an upcoming conference on 
Computers in the Humanities. He dropped 
the flyer onto my desk and said, "This 
might be a good one for you.” He is 
always urging me to attend conferences, 
and I never oblige. But this time, he took 
my silence as consent and arranged for me 
and another member of my department to 
attend the conference. 

We attended a fascinating lecture on 
the future of computers, learned about 
accessing bibliographic databases, and 
witnessed a demonstration of videodisks. 



For the first time in my life, I held a com- 
puter (an Epson) in my hands. 

Several weeks later, I was appointed to 
a committee studying the feasibility of 
purchasing microcomputers for the uni- 
versity. At first, the discussions that took 
place during the meetings confused me. 
but after a few weeks, I was catching on — 
and catching computer fever. 

Developing an Obsession 

The committee deliberated all spring 
and by summer had decided to purchase 
an IBM PC for the campus. At the same 
time, I was deliberating with myself (a 
committee of one) about the possibility of 
adopting a personal computer of my own. 
Adopting is the right word here. 1 got it 
into my head that I wanted an IBM com- 


puter, even though my budget said no. 

My fever had developed into an obses- 
sion. I found myself making frequent vis- 
its to the computer stores, buying all the 
current issues of the computer magazines 
in order to study the advertisements. After 
class, 1 began detaining students whom I 
knew to be computer science majors so 
that I could talk hardware. There was no 
turning back. 

Although the university’s agreement 
with IBM included the promise of dis- 
counts on PCs purchased by faculty, the 
details would not be worked out until Sep- 
tember when the campus’ machines were 
scheduled to be installed. My problem 
was that I wanted my own computer as 
soon as possible. I knew that I would need 
the summer to train myself on the 
machine. I toyed with the idea of getting a 
PC through a discount mail-order firm, but 
my wife restrained me. Thanks to her 
calming influence, I decided that a Sep- 
tember delivery would do fine. But, as a 
concession to my fervor, I decided to get 
my printer right away so that there would 
be no delay once the machine did 
arrive. 

1 wanted the best letter-quality printer 
that 1 could afford, because I write a lot — 
fiction, scholarly articles, and reviews. 1 
decided to go for the top of the line, a 
Diablo 630. It arrived on August 10. 
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An IBM-PC Without FAST FACTS ” 
is Like a Golfer Without Flis Bag. 


Your IBM-PC is only half-ready 
for work if it doesn’t have FAST 
FACTS, the executive's filing 
system. FAST FACTS, you see. 
makes full use of the IBM-PC’s 
capability to handle information 
quickly and efficiently. No matter 
if you’re a business executive 
or home executive. FAST FACTS 
can take care of your filing needs. 
And with its built-in Report Writer. 
FAST FACTS, makes it a snap to 
summarize selected portions of 
your files. What’s more. FAST 
FACTS can share information 


with VisiCalc®. 1-2-3"” and 
WordStar®. It’s also priced to fit 
easily in your computer budget. 

So don’t purchase an IBM-PC 
that’s only half-ready for work. 
Get FAST FACTS, the latest intro- 
duction of Innovative Software, 
developers of proven executive 
businessware for the IBM-PC and 
its compatibles. Also ask your 
dealer about TI M. III. the user 
friendly data base manager and 
FAST GRAPHS, the full color 
business graphics package. Inno- 


vative Software’s products are 
available at Computerlands® . 
Computer Marts. Entre Computer 
Centers^” and other quality 
dealers. For more information call 
1 - 800 - 255 - 0470 . 
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INNOV^^ 

developers of practical businessware 
for the executive. 

9300 W noth St . Suite 380 
Overland Park. KS 66210 USA 
913/383-1089.T€lex: 209542 
1 800-255-0470 


Buy Hardware/Software at Wholesale, 
And Save On Software Rentals, 

■ As A PC NETWORK" Member Only! ■ 


Save hundreds of dollars when you buy 
DIRECT from America's Number 1 Computer 
Buying Service at |ust 8% above DEALER 
WHOLESALE PRICES, plus shipping. 

Members receive PC NETWORK’S Giant Cata- 
log featuring thousands of products and the 
lowest prices on the widest selection of com- 
puter software and hardware In the nation! 


RENT BEFORE YOU BUY— Members are 
eligible to join PC NETWORK'S Business and 
Game Software Rental Libraries for a much 
smaller fee than other software rental ser- 
vices. And PC NETWORK'S rental charges are 
far less — just 20%-25% of the Member 
WHOLESALE PRICE. 



More Memory for LESS! 

Expand Your Memory Capacity! 


fMall WholM*la 

Price Price 

64KDRAM 

Memory Chips $11 each $5.10 each* 

•PC NETWORK Members pay just 8% over the wholesate 
price, ptus shipping 



SAVE ON DISK DRIVES! 


Wholeeale 

Price 


$350 
a pair* 


Retell 

Dleh Drive Price 

Two Tandon 

TM 50-2 Half Height $574 
DS/DD a pail 

320K each. IBM PC 
compatible version 
with mountir>g hardware 


>PC NETWORK Members pay just 8% over the wholesale 
price, plus shipping. 


Diskettes — Warranted 
for Lite! 

To complement our 
disk drive special! 



$5.20 each $2.25 each* 


Floppy Disks 
(DS/DD) 

Sold in boxes of 10 


•PC NETWORK Members pay |usl 8% over the wholesale 
price, plus shipping. 


CALL TOLL-FREE 
1 -800-621 -S-A-V-E 


In Illinois Call (312) 372-4488 


-Low prices, fast home delivery and two - 
software rental libraries are only the 
beginning! PC NETWORK Is your source 
for everything from memory chips to 
mainframes— and It’s ail just 6% above 
wholesale, plus shipping. 

HARDWARE 

Monttors (color and monochrome) 

Printers 

Complete Systems 

Disk Drives (full/half height, add-on/add-in) 
MuHI-Functlon Boards 
Graphics Boards 
Modems 

Local Area Networks 

Memory Chips (all speeds available) 

SOFTWARE (rent or buy!) 

Business 

Recreational 
Compiters 
Word Processors 
Utilities 
Scientific 
Data Bases 
Educational 
Graphics 

SUPPUES & ACCESSORIES 

Blank DIskattea (all formats) 

Paper Stock 
RIbbona 
Print Whaela 
Cablaa 
And Mora! 


- Choose hardware and software - 
from hundreds of manufacturers. 
Including: 

• Amdek 

• Apparat 

• AST 

• Ashton-Tate 

• CDC 

• Columbia 

• Corona 

• DEC 

• Digital Research 

• Eagle 

• Epson 

• Hayes 

• IBM 
' lUS 

• Lotus 

• MicroPro 

• Microsoft 

• NEC 

• Okidata 

• Peach Tree 

■ Princeton 

■ Ouadram 

• Sierra On-Line 

• Software Publishing 

• Softword 

■ Tandon 

• Tacmar 

• Vlalcorp 


SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR DETAILS ON YOUR 
10 EXCLUSIVE, MONEY-SAVING BENEFITS! 


PC NETWORK • MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
YES! Please enroll me as a member in the PC NETWORK * and rush my catalog featuring thou- 
sands of computer products, all at just 8% above DEALER WHOLESALE PRICES i 
wilt also periodically receive 'THE PRINTOUT, a special up-date on merchandise at prices BELOW 
even those in my wholesale catalog, and all the other exclusive, money-saving services available 

to Mem^s I 1 

f am under no obligalion to buy anything. My complete satisfaction is guaranteed 788 I I 

Please check all boxes that apply: 

Basic Membership Special V.I.P. Membership 

□ One-year membership for $8 □ One-year membership for $15 

□ Two-year memberehtp for $15 (SAVE $1) □ Two-year membership for $25 (SAVE $5) 

□ Business Software Rental Library for $30 add'i □ BOTH Business and Game Software 

per year— memb^ onty Rental Libraries for $35 add'i. 

□ Games Software Rental bbrary for $10 add'i ^ members only 

per year— members only 

□ Bill my credit card: □ VISA □ MasterCard □ American Express 

Accounl Number I f I I I I I I I I I I I I I I | 


D Check or money order erKlosed tor $_ 


yaar 


Momo 

Address Apt No 

City State Zip — 

Tetephonel ) 

My computar($) «: U I8M PC □ Appia M □ TRS-eO □ Atari □ Commodora □ Othar. 

Signature — 

(Sionature requtrad to validata mambarship) 


Copyright c 1964 PC NETWORK INC 


America’s Number 1 Computer 
Buying Service Brings You These 10 
Exclusive, Money-Saving Benefits... 


Join PC NETWORK for as low as $8 
for one year (or $15 for two years) and 
receive all these exclusive, money- 
saving benefits; 

1 REAL BUYING CLOUT— You'll find soft- 
■ ware and hardware for every application, 
compatible with any system from all manufac- 
turers. And it's all just 8% above the PC 
NETWORK'S cost, to cover administrative 
expenses and allow for some profit. 

2 CONVENIENT SHOP-AT-HOME 
• CATALOG^Members receive our cata- 
log featuring thousands of computer software, 
hardware a^ related products. Ordering is as 
easy as picking up your phone or mailing In the 
ord^ form enclosed each order. And 
remember, any item In the cataiog is yours for 
just 0% above the dealer wholesale price, plus 
shipping! You may also access the entire 
catalog from your home system . providing 
you have a modem and terminal program. 
On credit card orders there Is a 3% service 
charge. 

3 KNOWLEDGEABLE SERVICE 
• CONSULTANTS— Our qualified coun- 
selors are ready to answer any questions you 
may have regarding compatibility, memory, 
language requirements, dicing, arxl other 
imfxiftant matters. You'll be certain that your 
purchase is exactly what you need at the best 
possible price. 


CALL TOLL-FREE 
1-800-621-S-A-V-E 


In llimola Call (312) 372-4488 
Your Mem b ership Validation Number: A788 



You can validate your membership 
number ar)d. if you wish, place your 
first money-saving order over the 
phor>e by using your VISA, MASTER- 
CARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS. 
Our knowledgeable service consul- 
tants are on duty Mon-Fri 8 AM to 7 
PM. Sat 9 AM to 5 PM CST. 



PC NETWORK 
180 North Michigan avenue 
Chicago. Illinois 60601 
Call now. ..Join tha PC NETWORK 
and start saving today! 


5 OPTIONAL BUSINESS SOFTWARE 
• RENTAL LIBRARY All members are 
eligible to join our Business Software Rental 
Library for just $30 per year in addition to the 
basic membership fee. This entitles you to 
rent business software at just 20%-25% of 
PC NETWORK’S low prices for a 7-day 
period (plus a 3-day grace period for return 
shipping). This is an ideal way for you to 
inexpensively test various programs and see 
which best matches your needs. And should 
you decide to buy. i00% of your rental fee 
applies toward the purchase of the rented 
merchandise. 


4 FULLY INSURED FAST HOME 
• DELIVERY — The PC NETWORK 
assumes full responsibility for all shipments. 
Most orders are processed arxj shipped within 
24 hours. Your purchase will be at your 
doorstep virithin sever^U days of our receiving 
your request. In some cases we can even 
deliver overnight. Please feel free to inquire 
which items are serviceable in this way. 


6 OPTIONAL GAME SOFTWARE RENTAL 
• LIBRARY^ All members are eligible to 
join our Game Software Rental Library for $10 
per year in addition to the basic membership 
fee. All the same conditions apply as for the 
Business Software Rental Library (benefit 
five). See which game you like best before you 
buy. or just play each until you've had erK>ugh 
fun. 



BUSINESS REPLY CARD 

First Class PerTTst No 14823 Ctiicago, IS. 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED IN 
UNITED STATES 


Postage wiH ba paid by ADDRESSEE 


PC NETWORK 

180 North Michigan Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 60601 


SPECIAL V.I.P. MEMBERSHIP 

A limited number of PC NETWORK V.I.P. 
Memberefilpe ere evellebie et just $15 for 
one yesr or $25 lor two yesrs. 

V.I.P. Members receive additionsi benefits; 

1 . V.LP. SAVINGS ON SOFTWARE RENTAL 
LIBRARIES— All V.I.P. Members are eligible 
to join our Business AND Game Software 
Rental Libraries for just $35 per year in 
addition to the basic V.I.P. membership lee. 
Ail the same conditions apply to the V.I.P. 
Libraries as the Basic Membership Libraries. 

2. EXTENDED V.I.P. RENTAL PRIV- 
ILEGES— We've invented the 10-day week 
so V.LP. Members can enjoy their rented 
merchaiKlIse longer... a full todays (plus 
a three-day grace period for return snipping) 
Instead of the seven days allowed with our 
Basic Membership Libraries. 

3. IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO "THE PRINT- 
OUT’ SPECIAL SAVINGS BULLETIN— 

V.I.P. Members receive our savings 
newsletter a full 10 days BEFORE It is 
mailed to other members This special 
savings merchandise Is available in limited 
quantity only and V.I.P. Members have lirst 
preference. You may save the ditlerenco In 
membership costs on your first order from a 
special savings bulletin! 


7 SPECIAL SAVINGS BULLETINS 
• MAILED DIRECTLY TO YOUR HOME— 

Periodically you'll receive THE PRINTOUT," a 
computer -^nerated newsletter featuring com- 
puter software and hardware that PC NET- 
WORK was able to purchase at tremendous 
savings. As a Member, these savings on 
select, limited-quantity merchandise are pas- 
sed right along to you! 

8 NEW: DISCOUNT COMPUTER BOOK 
• LIBRARY— Now you can purchase com- 
puter-related books at up to 50% savings from 
our huge inventory of informative and enter- 
taining titles— probably many more than you'd 
find at your library, book or computer store 

9 MEMBERSHIP SATISFACTION 
• GUARANTEE— If lor any reason you are 
not satisfied with our low prices, fast home 
delivery and other exclusive services, notily us 
within 30 days of your membership validation 
to receive a 100% money-back retund. This 
refund is yours regardless of whether or not 
you made any purchases or received any 
benefits as a PC NETWORK Member. 

4 n PRODUCT SATISFACTION 
I U •GUARANTEE— If for any reason you 
are not completely satisfied with any hardware 
you purchase as a member, return it to us 
within 15 days for a 100% money-back re- 
fund. 

All ilems sutxecl to availabitity. pncas subfact to 
Change without notice. 

Copyright $1964. PC NETWORK INC 
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Let MUUIGRAPH 
EXPAND yOUR IMAGE 



IBM Color Mode plus 
640h X 200v - 16 colors 
640h X 400v - 16 colors 
Parallel Port 
Soft Scroll 


IBM Monochrome Mode plus 
High Resolution Graphics 
132 Columns Display 
Parallel Port 
Soft Scroll 


Ail This and More on One Exoandable Card 


Multisraph sives you the sreatest value amons all graphics adapter boards! Only Multigraph 
offers you a choice between using your monochrome or color monitor with all these options. 
Only Multigraph offers you an inexpensive 132-column-width option in monochrome. Only 
Multigraph offers you optional smooth scrolling! Only Multigraph offers you increased 
operating speed made possible by a 32 bit internal architecture. ..like a mainframe! 

Begin With The Base Configuration Compatible with IBM PC and XT, Multigraph has several 
important standard features. In monochrome, it offers graphics with a high resolution of 
720h X 350v (Lotus 1-2-3 compatible). In color and monochrome, it offers full 32Kon board 
memory, flicker-free scrolling, and 32 bit internal architecture. 

Expand With A Wide Variety Of Options The many Multigraph options will upgrade your 
system as your needs change. Available is printer interface for any parallel port printer and 
"soft scroll” smooth scrolling. 



In color you may up grade to 640h x 200v or 640h x 400v resolution in 16 colors. In 
monochrome you may upgrade with graphics of high 720h x 70()v resolution and 132 
column convenience. Available in both monochrome and color is a full 128K on-board 
display buffer memory. 

Available through personal computer dealers. For further information or name of local dealer call: 


Profib Sysbemsjinc. 


P.O. Box 1039 • Berkley, Ml 48072 • (313) 559-0444 
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I/O PROCESSOR 

Takes Your IBM PC “A Step Beyond 
By Adding a New Dimension of 
Productivity and Convenience 

l/'O PROCESSOR increases your productivity by increasing; your PC’s capabilities. And I/O PROCESSOR 
offers you the convenience no other expansion board can. 

I/O PROCESSOR is a multifunction board offering 2 parallel ports, 1 serial port, a 64K printer buffer and 
a chronograph. The key to I/O PROCESSOR’S unique abilities is its on-board Z-80 computer. 

INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY 

I/O PROCESSOR’S 64K buffer eliminates wasted hours of waiting for your printer to finish printing before 
you can use your computer. The buffer frees the computer for your use while the printer continues printing. You 
save time and increase productivity. 

You can even use the buffer for TWO printers. Simply initiate printing instructions and I/O PROCESSOR'S 
computer does the rest. 



ADDED CON VENi 




With other buffer bootos (spoolers), you must tediously enter programs or load disks to activate the printer 
buffer. Not only is this a time consuming hassle, but it also ties up your PC’s processor. 

I/O PROCESSOR eliminate^this inconvenience. The on-board computer handles the complete operation of 
the buffer. And you can use the buffer with all of your PC software — it’s fully compatible. No special progr 
disks or modifications requited. 

And I/O PROCESSOR’S buffer doesn’t tie up your PC’s processor. It works independently, using the 
on-board computer, to increase computing speed and provide full software compatibility. 

I/O PROCESSOR will provide you with years of reliable performance and is back^ with an exci 
TWO YEAR warranty. 

Let I/O PROCESSOR make your computing more productive and convenient. Isn’t that why yoi 




in the first place? 

'ROCESSOR is available now at your local computer dealer. 
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f O R A T E D 

• Enconi Comparv 


31(408)943-0596 



GUEST EDITORIAL 


The computer finally arrived on Sep- 
tember 28. 1 had to hook it up to the printer 
myself, which worried me, as I am gener- 
ally not too good with machines (even my 
Nikon camera sometimes defeats me). I 
was pleased to discover that 1 could print 
what was on the screen by pressing the 
Shift and PrtSc keys, but to attempt any- 
thing more ambitious, I had to wait a few 
days for my WordStar to arrive from a 
mail-order house in California. 

Receiving WordStar was one of the 
happier moments of my preoperational 
existence. I installed the software by fol- 
lowing the manual’s instructions closely. I 
answered the questions as they appeared 
on the screen, which seemed simple. Feel- 
ing confident, I began creating files and I 
enjoyed my newfound sense of power. 
But when I tried to print my fust file, I ran 
into difficulty: There was no response to 
the print command. 1 followed the diag- 
nostic procedures to determine the prob- 
lem, but couldn’t make it go. 

1 called the computer services person- 
nel on campus, but even they could not 
explain what had happened. 

Learning a Lesson 

At this point 1 learned an important les- 
son about the computer world: You can’t 
get a satisfactory answer by telephone. 1 
spent a week calling various offices 
around the United States. The IBM office 
in New Jersey referred me to the Product 
Center in Philadelphia, which in turn 
referred me to the people in the Radnor, 
Pennsylvania office who were responsible 
for making the arrangements with my uni- 
versity. I called the Boca Raton office and 
the Diablo technical assistance line in Cal- 
ifornia. Finally, I tried the mail-order firm 
in California that had sold me Word- 
Star. 

Somewhere along the line, I inherited a 
piece of false wisdom. 1 was told that the 
Diablo printer, being a serial device, 
would need an asynchronous communica- 
tions adapter board in order to work. 
Numerous technical people assented that 
this was true. Even the technical people at 


IBM admitted that that was probably the 
problem and that without it the printer 
would never work. 

In the face of spending several hundred 
dollars more in an already strained budget, 
I conferred once again with the computer 
personnel on campus who suggested that I 
exchange printers. They gave two reasons: 
First, it would be cheaper than spending 
the extra $200. Second, if 1 purchased a 
NEC 3550, 1 would have the same hard- 
ware as the university and technical prob- 
lems would be easier to answer. 

I then understood the first law of mod- 
em computing: There are so many com- 
puters and printers and varieties of soft- 
ware that it is difficult, if not impossible, 
for even the specialists to deal with all the 
potential problems. 

I exchanged my Diablo for a NEC. I 
went through the WordStar installation 
procedure once again. This time I selected 
the NEC option instead of the Diablo 
when the appropriate question was asked. 
By this time I had quite a few files opened 
on various floppy disks; it was just a mat- 
ter of getting the information to paper. On 
my first attempt, the printer started pound- 
ing away and I was jubilant — but too 
soon. The machine did print, but not cor- 
rectly. One line printed clearly, but the 
characters in the remaining lines came out 
condensed as a single character at the left 
margin. 

After several fmitless evenings, a 
member of the computer staff on campus 
came home with me. We went through the 
WordStar installation again and the result 
was still the same. We gathered up my 
floppy disks and headed back to campus. 
Since the university had the same system, 
1 could test out the software on its 
machines to try to isolate the problem. 

I booted up the machine, inserted 
WordStar, and gave the print command 
for the same file; the results were perverse- 
ly gratifying. The same gibberish came 
out. I believed that the problem was prob- 
ably in the disks rather than in my machine 
at home. 

Someone in the office had his own 


copy of WordStar. I borrowed the disk and 
attempted once again to print out my file. 
The NEC produced a beautiful copy. The 
problem, then, was in the WordStar instal- 
lation — not in the computer or in the 
disks. 

The owner of the WordStar disk volun- 
teered that when he had installed his pro- 
gram, he had simply used the default val- 
ues for every question in the procedure. 
When the program stated that the printer 
currently installed was an IBM Parallel 
Printer and asked what kind of printer he 
was installing, instead of stadng the truth 
(NEC 3550), he simply hit Return. 

I followed his advice and went through 
the installation procedure once again — 
and it worked. I took it home and it 
worked there, too, and has worked ever 
since. I don’t understand why, but I don’t 
ask questions. 

There was yet another surprise in store 
for me. I still had the Diablo at home, so I 
hooked it up to the PC and attempted once 
again to print on it. This time, to my sur- 
prise, it worked as well. I kind of wish that 
it hadn’t, because I had to decide which 
printer to keep. Though the Diablo 
seemed a mote substantial machine, I 
decided on the NEC because the charac- 
ters were better looking. 

Seventeen days elapsed between the 
time 1 had the needed hardware and soft- 
ware and the time that I actually began 
word processing. I must admit that I was 
on the verge of many drastic acts. Includ- 
ing reluming the computer to its source 
and reaffirming that I was a book man. 
But the PC has changed the way I write 
and increased my productivity. I can’t 
imagine life without it. 

The colleague who went to the confer- 
ence with me was not converted. As a 
matter of fact, he has taken to putting up 
anticomputer cartoons on his office 
door. 

I can’t figure it out, but I don’t care. 
I’m not looking back. ■ 


Michael Clark is a humanities professor at 
Widener University, in Pennsylvania. 
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Awaken Your Customer’s Business Data and Your Profits With . . . 

Thoroughbred 
Color Business 
Graphics 

Thofoughbred Color Business Graphics from 
SMC Software Systems will awaken your customer’s 
business data by translating It Into colorful graphic 
presentations. Pie, line and bar graphs can be easily 
created by entering data directly or from files in other 
software module ; . 

As a dealer or distributor, you will find Thoroughbr^ nt 
Business Graphics i^ers the perfect complemerJ to |l 
ather ffiOvyare packages you carry. Your custern 
. ,wiH gain Increc^^jprpductiyify wtiilo your precis 

I any aikaoepntpufer n^tylng SMC 


The complete line of Thoroughbred Software™ 
includes a full range of business applications, a data 
base manager, and both multi-user and single-user 
operating system software, all fully Integrated and . 
running on todays most popular mlaocompufers. 

So introduce your customers to the excitement of 
Thoroughbred Color Business Graphics and watch 
your sales increase. Call SMC Software Systems today 
toll-free at 800-526-3968 for further details on ' 
distributing Thoroughbred products. 



SOFTWARE 


SMC Software Systems 

A Division of Science Management Corporation 

ion Route 22 . Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

In New Jersey (201) 685-9000 • 800-526-3968 

ThorougiTbred Software U a trodemark of Sclertce Martogemenf Corporation 
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Computer 
Advanced 
Ideas 

Bringing Ideas 

1442 A Walnut Street, Suite 341 
Berkeley. CA 94709 (415) 526-9100 

Appl«iS9regist9t9dtrademar1(OtAppleCompui0rs. Inc iBKIisa 
registetedtradefn^oilBMCorp Commodomaatradetnariof 
Commodore Business Machines. Inc 


Oil 

M Home 
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SUCCESS 


The day you bring your first CAl™ learning 
game home arxi watch your child play, 
you’ll know the excitement ot a winning 
choice. 

Active Family 

Ytxir family and CAl's growing family ot 
animated, iull-color programs have a lot to 
share —beginning with a willingness to 
reach beyond the ordinary to achieve the 
best. 

At Your Command 

You may meet a princess, a juggler or a 
dragon in Wizard of Wards.™ You may 
appear as a guest on TV in Master Match, 
The Game Show™ or Tic Tac Show.™ Or, 
you may extend these programs still turther 
with our LeamingWare™ diskettes, ottering 
hundreds ot questions matched to the 
teaching strategies in the games. In every 
case, CAl puts a world ot imagination and 
learning at your fingertips. And puts you 
and your child in control. 

Unique Approach 

Key features place CAl thinking tools in a 
class by themselves: Each program comes 
with its own library of subjects. But that's 
just the start. Our unxcyue authoring system 
let’s you or your chi Id create your own 
lessons on any topic, tailoring the program 
to your family’s needs —and no computer 
knowledge is required. Add the fact that 
we've kept the vital ingredient -FUN - in 
learning, and our prouen success is no 
surprise. Over 2,000 school districts now 
use CAl programs to teach essential 
vocabulary and logic ski'Is in a variety of 
subject areas. 

CAl supports its products —and you —with 
an unconditional guarantee and a free 
backup disk. And provides compatibility 
with the most popular computers: Apple,® 
IBM® (and soon Commodore’"). 

Wise Choice 

CAl is a group of experienced educators 
and prt^rammers vvho believe that success 
begins with opportunities you create at 
home. Ask to see a demonstration of CAl 
programs at your local computer store, and 
see for yourself just how rewarding a good 
education can be. 




Introducing 


\ /ON 

EXECUYISION 

The Presentation Graphics Program 



TO rmtSE ANY 
PORTION OF A 
SLIDE OR Ply 
USE EITHER THE 
TOOL-ERASER 
OR 

THF aiT A DELETE 
niNCT I ONS . 

THE ERASE CURSOR 
CAN 6E scaled TO 
ANY or THE PIXEL 
POINT SIZES: 1-9 


»Aas 
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Complete design capabilities... 
64 color schemes. ..10 type 
styles. 


Electronic cut and paste facility 
allows you to move, combine or 
erase any object or text. 


Automatic pie, bar or line graphs 
with a special PLOT function. 


Now you can prepare tomorrow morning's 
presentation, tonight! 


If you're like most professionals, you spend a lot of time prepar- 
ing and delivering presentations, lb your associates. To clients. 
And, of course, to top management. Unfortunately, you don’t 
always have the time or resources at hand to put together a visual 
presentation which will put you in the best possible light. 

Enter VCN EXECUVISION ... state-of-the-art presentation 
graphics software from the Business and Professional Division of 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. VCN EXECUVISION takes all of your 
research, facts and analyses, and transforms them into powerful 
graphic images for use in any multi-media presentation. 

The Only Presentation Package You Need. 

Not only will VCN EXECUVISION allow you to create charts 
and graphs with its automatic PLOT function, it offers you com- 
plete design capabilities in 10 typefaces and 64 color schemes to 
enhance the impact and professional quality of your presentation. 
There is no limit to the variety of pictures, graphs and charts that 
can be created, displayed and updated. 

VCN EXECUVISION can even animate your presentations with 
an astounding array of motion processes, without cumbersome 
software changes. 

Best of all, you don’t have to be an artist to use VCN EXECU- 


VISION skillfully. Every function is offered in a series of easy to 
follow menus so that you utilize maximum graphics capabilities 
with speed and simplicity. The program comes with its own highly 
acclaimed interactive demonstration disk, plus easy to understand 
systems documentation with full color sample illustrations. 

VCN EXECUVISION can immediately be put to work making all 
of your presentations— and you— look sharper, more prepared, 
more professional. And VCN EXECUVISION does so with sub- 
stantial reductions in cost compared with professional graphic art- 
ist fees or dedicated graphics processor fees. 

EXCLUSIVE! Your Own Graphic Libraries! 

With VCN EXECUVISION you can make use of these special 
add-on software libraries of professionally pre-rendered images: 

• The Professional Series 

(depictions of figures representing every major profession! 

• The Business and Industry Series 

• Maps and International Symbols 

• Initials and Backgrounds 

• Graphic Borders 

You can also create your own library of charts, pictures, symbols 
or logos and store them for future reordering or rearranging. 




VCN EXECUVISION 
FEATURES: 

1. Complete menu-driven operation 

2. Full color user manual 

3. Tutorial demonstration disk with 
program 

4. Libraries of hundreds of pre- 
rendered images 


Complete libraries of hundreds 
of highly detailed images.. .from 
people to products.. .energy to 
entertainment. 


Animation. ..automatic run-time 
options. 


5. Electronic cut and paste facility to 
move, combine or erase any object 
or text 

6. Pic. bar. and line graphs with 
special automatic PLOT function 

7. AnimaUon and motion techniques 

8. Automatic run-time options 

9. Complete design capabilities 

10. 64 color schemes and 10 type styles 


VCN EXECUVISION Presentation Graphics 
Program is designed by Visual Communi- 
cations Network. Inc. (VCN) for the IBM PC. 
It is the only presentation graphics package 
to meet the standards of the Business and 
Professional Division of Prentice- Hall. Inc. 

For a demonstration of VCN EXECU- 
V'iSION. visit your nearest computer store. 
Or call tdll-ffee 800-345-8112 (PA residents: 
800-662-2444). or write to: Denise Baer, 
Prentice-Hall. Inc.. 200 Old Thppan Road, 
Old Tkppan, NJ 07675. 


< IWQ Prennce-Hali. Inc. 

® IBM u the regutered tradciDArk of International Busmess Machines Corporatiun. 
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Turn Your 
PC Into 
an XT+! 


h 


DynaFrame is a 
combination of a 
hard disk drive with 
H / your choice of stor- 
m i age capacity (from 
m j5to 140 Megabytes 
m I ...8 PCXT compati- 
I / ble expansion siots . . . 
f / high speed backup 
I and added controi 

through the Front 

Touch Panel/Display. And, unlike 
many other subsystems, Dyna- 
Frame is totally compatible with 
IBM XT software ...no software 
patching is needed! 

You have your choice of four high 
speed back-up systems. Select 


from the SyQuest 5 Megabyte 
removable hard disk drive.. . Amlyn 
1860 or Drivetec high density floppy 
disk backups.. . Amlyn 5855 6.0 
Megabyte Discpac which can a/so 
function as a work drive ...or 
Cipher 12 Megabyte streamer tape 
backup (CT525). 

See the new DynaFrame at your 
local computer specialist or write 
for detailed information. 

IBM PC and IBM XT are trademarks of International Business 
Machines DynaFrame is a trademark of Vista Computer Co , Inc 

COMPUTER 

W COMPANY INC. 

1317 E. Edinger Avenue, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
(714) 953-0523 
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THE NORTON CHRONICLES/PETER NORTON 


Mainfimne Migration And More 

The appearance of Realia COBOL will speed up mainframe 
migration. The publication of Word Proof means fewer 
misspelled words. But what does DOS 2.10 mean? 


I f your business requires the computing 
power of a mainframe, wouldn't it be 
great if you could use your PC for running 
applications programs written in COBOL 
for IBM’s 370 series computers? In the 
following discussion, we’ll take a close 
look at a COBOL compiler that makes this 
eminently feasible. We’ll also give a pre- 
view of IBM’s Word Proof and a peek at 
the daiker side of DOS 2. 10. 

Moving mainframe applications pro- 
grams to PCs — mainframe migration — is 
possible in large measure because most 
mainframe computer programs are written 


Realia COBOL 
Realia, Inc. 

10 S. Riverside Plaza 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 346-0642 
List Price: $995 

Requires: 160K RAM, two disk drives. 


CIRCLE 756 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Word Proof 

IBM Corporation 

Customer Relations Department 

P.O. Box 1328 

Boca Raton, FL 33432 

(800) 447-4700; (305) 998-6048 

List Price: $60 

Requires: 96K RAM, one diskette 
drive. 

CIRCLE 757 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



Peter Norton 


in high-level languages, such as COBOL 
or Fortran, that aren’t completely tied to 
the computers that they work on. In theo- 
ry, (sometimes even in practice!) a 
COBOL program will work on any com- 
puter that has a COBOL compiler. Diffi- 
culties arise when a computer has its own 
variation of the programming language; 
Honeywell COBOL isn’t the same as Uni- 
vac COBOL, and so forth. The greater the 
differences, the harder it is to move the 
programs. Unfortunately for microcom- 
puter users, our desk-top computers usual- 
ly have been equipped with programming 
languages that diverge considerably from 
their mainframe cousins — a major obsta- 
cle to moving mainframe programs over to 
microcomputers. 


There are a great number of good rea- 
sons for the phenomenon of mainframe 
migration. IBM has supported the process 
in a strong way with its new XT/370 mod- 
el of the PC. The XT/370, more than an 
ordinary XT. has the special ability to run 
unaltered versions of most of the impor- 
tant applications from IBM’s 370 series of 
mainframe computers. 

Mainframe Power 

The XT/370 provides a great deal of 
mainframe computing power at a tiny 
fraction of a mainframe price. The XT/ 
370 provides up to half the power of 
IBM’s 433 1 model for a price in the neigh- 
borhood of $I5,0(X). Though $15,(X)0 is a 
lot more than pocket money to most of us, 
it’s petty cash to any company that can 
afford IBM’s larger mainframe comput- 
ers. There is nothing unusual for a single 
computer user in a large company to rack 
up $I5,(X)0 in computer-use charges each 
year, or even each month. If the same 
money were used to purchase an XT/370, 
which can do the same work month after 
month at no extra charge, then the savings 
would be enormous. 

In addition to the heaps of money 
saved, we know of another benefit of 
mainframe migration: the possibility of 
personal computing. Doing mainframe- 
level computing work on an XT/370 gives 
us all the advantages of personal comput- 
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WE DRESSED IT UP 
NOW YOU CAN TAKE ITANYWHERE. 


Introducing The Office UNIX* 

System for the IBM PC. 

We took the best implementa- 
tion of AT&Ts UNIX operating system 
designed especially for the IBM per- 
sonal computer - VENIX/86'." Then we 
created an elegant but simple menu 
interface tool to make it more user 
biendly. And, finally, we selected top- 
notch applications for decision sup- 
port, d^ase management, electronic mail, word 
processing, and more. We call it The Office UNIX 
System™ It gives you the most advanced, interactive, 
multi-tasking, multi-user environment available on 
the IBM PC. Let us tell you more. 

Ye s.Ifsa,^ j m ^VENTURCO.V.. 

VENIX/86 is from VenturCom, the leading UNIX 
software development company, which pioneei^ 
UNIX for microcomputers. They tailored UNIX for the 
IBM PC to optimize memory usage, speed, and system 
reliability The standard disUibution includes: four 
editors, a C compiler, BASIC, an assembler, yacc and 
lex. Plus UNIX to UNIX system communications 
(UUCP and CU) , document preparation (nrofi) , a 
spelling checker, a table formattei; a wide range of 
library routines, and more. VenturCom even remem- 
bered the UNIX aficionado by including the UC Berke- 
ley enhancements vi, termcap, more and the c 
shell. Electronic mail, calendar and reminder func- 
tions are, of course, standard. The hard disk can be 
partitioned to permit both UNIX and PODOS files. So 
look no further. VENIX/86 is a complete and fiiithlul 
UNIX implementation. 

New for UNIX Users! 

To make The O^ice UNIX Systm easy to 
use, add our new Office Menu Tool™ 

It allows you to choose fiwm a set of 
prepared menus or you can make 
your own. Menus can be constructed 







with multiple levels, each with their 
unique dekriptions and help screens. 
That’s not just user friendly, that's 
UNKfiiendly! 

Do we have applications? 

You bet! For word processing, add 
the highly acclaimed TheFinatWoird™ 
from Marie of the Unicom. Viewcomp™ 
from Unicorp Software, gives you all the 
features you expect in an electronic 
spreadsheet Take care of database management needs 
withLenew^'” fiom Urban Software. is menu 
driven, has substantial online help screens and can 
generate reports, mailing lists and \etets. FUSION™ 
a product of Network Research Corp. , lets you join the 
Ethernet'” Namrally, we’ll continue to review and offer 
more applications and UNIX tools. 

Multi-user on the IBM PC. 

Connect two display terminals to your IBM PC 
and have three users share the same PC, disks, and 
printer. This economical yet powerful multi-user sys- 
tem offers all the features, stor^ and convenience 
of a much laiger system. Plus you get the benefits of 
IBM and UNIX. 

Start building your Office UNIX System today by 
purchasing VENIX/86. Make it easy to use by adding 
the Office Menu Tool Then buy the applications b«t 
suited to your needs. There’s a lot to choose from! 

Now that we've dressed it up, you can take 
UNIX and your IBM PC anywhere. Tied together, 
they’re a natural! 

The Office UNIX System is available for 
immediate deUvery. Just give us a call or write to: 

Unisource Software Corp. 

71 Bent Street, Department 4102 
Cambridge, MA 02141 
Telex 92-1401/COMPUMART CAM 

(617)491-1264 







UNI 


Getting UNIX Systems 
Down to Business 


*110 b I ndniaik of Bell latnniDrin 
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Introduce your IBM PC 
to a fast-talking card sharp. 




The IDEAC omm 1200: Fast, reliable communicatioiis 

on a plugin card. 


Now you don’t need an external modem to get 1200 
baud communications capability for your IBM PC. The 
IDEAComm 1200 is an integral modem that combines 
the functions of an in-board asynchronous communica- 
tions card and an out-board modem in one integrated 
plug-in unit Snap it into an e5q)ansion slot, plug in a 
modular telqthone jack, and you have direct 1200 or 
300 baud communications without the confusion and 
added expense of external boxes and cables. And there 
are no switches to set; the speed is software-selectable or 
automatically selected by the card. Plus, 
we’ve designd in outstanding reliability; 
four powerful on-board micrc^rocessors 
replace conventional analog circuitry with 
digital precision and reliability. 

One Card That’s a Great Deal 

The fast-talking IDEAComm 1200 is one 
sharp card: it eliminates the need for an 
external modem, gives you 1200/300 baud 
communications capability with the excep- 
tional reliability of digital feign; provides an 
additional plug so you don’t lose regular tele- 
phone voice communications; and includes a 
standard RS232C interface and connector that 
can also be used as serial port. All for only $545. 

That's about the cost of a conventional external 
modem alone, 
saving you the 
entire cost of the 
internal asynchro- 
nous card. 


One Card Gives You a Full Hand 

The IDEAComm 1200 comes complete with software 
diskette enabling easy, menu-driven selection of all com- 
munications, autodial, and auto log-on procedures, and 
easy recall at the touch of a single key It also allows the 
IDEAComm 1200 to work with most other terminal emu- 
lation pack^es - including IBM Comm 
2.0 communications softv^. 

We’ve Stacked Our Deck 
with Better Ideas 

IDE’s Better Ideas for the IBM 
PC and XT include; IDEABoard 
Memory Card- IDEAplus Combi- 
nation Card- IDEAmini I/O Card- 
IDEAdisk Winchester Disk Drive 
(5 to 40MB) - IDEAshare Resource 
Sharing Software - IDEAnet Large 
Scale Networking - IDEAComm 
3278 PC to Maii^rame Communi- 
cations Card- IDEAgraph family of 
graphics products. 

We have Better Ideas on product 
support, too. Superb technical sup- 
port and documentation, including 
M programming ^recifications for 
the IDEAComm 1200. . .an a^ressive 
pricing policy. . . a unique upgrade policy that lets you trade 
up any IDE product for another in our line ... and our 
full year warranty. 

Get the IDEA 

To hear more about IDE’s Better Ideas, call us at 
1-800-257-5027 (in Massachusetts, call 617-275-4430) . 
Wll get the word out to you. 



RenxwaUe Winchester disk drive 


1bduiicalS|i 

ledficadons 

Speed 

0-300 bps or 1200 bps 
DataFomnt 
Serial, binary. 7-8 
data bits, 1-2 stop bits 
Dbliiig CepeMllty 
'R)uch-Tbne(TM)or 
rotary dial pultt 
Opentkm 

Hill Duplex 

IBM Port 

COMlorCOM2 

Modem 

CompttfldUty 

Bdl System 103 or 

212A in both Or^^inate 
and Answer mode 
PliygkalDota 
I3‘Vx4'A’'x>/i* 

(one card slot) 


lui Associates 


Better ideas for personal computers. 

tDE Associates, Inc. , 7 Oak Park Drive, Bedfoid, MA 01730 






SECRET IN SOFTWARE 


General Ledger is automatically updated by 
data trom A.R., A.P., Payroll, Job Costing, and 
Fixed Assets, and all can interlace to elec- 
tronic spreadsheets. All the systems interact as 
needed, i.e.. Job Costing allows progress 
billings. Purchase Order updates inventory, etc. 

In short, we have more pertormance, higher 
efficiency, and more management tools for 
business executives. Guided by veteran 
entrepreneurs, our program writers attack the 
economic problems of growing businesses. 
Now, after years of user success, our account- 
ing systems will be available nationwide. 

All our software systems are compatible with any M$>OOS 
version up to 2.0. JEWEL software will be available In 
multiuser (Ethernet’** & other networking) as well as Xenix™- 
type (ormats. 


JEWEL'“ A NAME TO KNOW. 


Vlte' ve made our "secret” identity public 
knowledge, and now that the word JEWEL is 
out, you'll be hearing about some remarkable 
software tor microcomputers. 


JEWa ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE. FULLY 
INTEGRATED, FULLY INTERACTIVE. 


Our systems are the most powerful, feature- 
packed accounting programs available for 
micros. They're superior to nationally-known 
companies' versions of programs adapted 
from larger hardware formats. Ours were 
written just for microcomputers. 


A.R. • Inventory Control • Order Entry • A.P. • Payroll • G.L.. Standard • G.L.. Complete • Client Write-Up • Fixed Awets 
• Manufacturing • Job Costing • Medical Office Manager • Purchase Order • Client/Time Billing • Point of Sale 


r9S3 KeT»a9a Hoiamgs 


THE HERITAOi OROUP 

611 Anton Blvd., Ste. 72(XCosta Mesa, CA 92626 
800/227-3203 TOLL FREE 000/241-7875 CALIF 
CIRCLr 229 ON Rt ADER SURVICE CARD 
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ers: convenience, control, intiniacy, and 
more. So there are both dollar advantages 
and practical work advantages in migrat- 
ing computing work from mainframes to 
personal computers. 

While that may look dandy to compa- 
nies that find XT/370s ever so affordable, 
you and I might blanch at spending 
$15,000 for a spiffier personal computer. 
Where do we stand, then, in trying to 
move our computing work from a main- 
frame to a PC or any other micro? 

Mainframe COBOL for the PC 

One potential solution to the problem is 
prxxlucts such as Realia COBOL, from 
Realia, Inc., in Chicago. Since IBM’s 370 
series dominates mainframe computing 
and since COBOL dominates commercial 
programming, the Realia people had a 
simple but inspired idea: They decided to 
produce a COBOL compiler for the PC 
that exactly matches the features of IBM's 
370 COBOL. The idea is terrific, if it 
works. (The few simple — but inconclu- 
sive-tests I’ve done on an early version 
of Realia COBOL look good.) 

One interesting fact about Realia CO- 
BOL’s development suggests that it ought 
to be a very good product: the Realia 
COBOL compiler is written in COBOL 
and compiles itself very quickly. There is 
nothing unusual about compilers being 
written in their own language, at least for 
programming languages like Pascal and 
C. For COBOL, however, it’s veiy unusu- 
al, since most people don’t think of 
COBOL as suitable for writing things like 
compilers. I fmd it wonderfully refresh- 
ing — programming snob that 1 am — to 
see the sophisticated task of writing a com- 
piler done in COBOL. It’s nice to see 
something done that you thought was 
nearly impossible. 

Programmers tend to really polish and 
refine the programs that they use them- 
selves. I’ve often thought that if DOS had 
been developed completely on PCs, we 
would have seen a cornucopia of wonder- 
ful programmer’s tools included along 
with it. That this didn’t happen gave me 


my own opportunity to develop the Norton 
Utilities; if DOS had been written with 
DOS on PCs, programs like mine would 

Desk-top computers 
usually have been 
equipped with 
programming 
languages that 
diverge considerably 
from their mainframe 
cousins. 


have been made part of DOS. This line of 
reasoning makes me think that Realia 
COBOL is likely to be a really good com- 
piler — after all, since the Realia folks 
have to use it too, they probably put a lot 
into it, and everything that makes it better 
and more useful for them makes it better 
for us as well. 

Whether or not Realia COBOL suc- 
ceeds, it represents a very important 
development for the world of IBM person- 
al computers. The appearance of compil- 
ers that exactly match mainframe lan- 
guages should make it possible for us all to 
move a substantial proportion of our main- 
frame applications to desk-top computers 
(without paying the price of an XT/370). I 
hope that we will see all the most impor- 
tant mainframe languages exactly dupli- 
cated on our PCs. 

How Do You Spell Success? 

Item two: three cheers for some won- 
derful software. Every so often — and it’s 
less often than Td like — 1 find a piece of 
software that makes me jump for joy. My 
latest leap (don’t get me wrong — I’m only 
leaping, and speaking, figuratively) was 
over a spelling checker with IBM’s name 
on it Word Proof. 

Word Pro(f meets my two informal 
standards for software excellence: First, 
it’s worth the price you have to pay for it. 


and more. Second, it works so well and is 
so aesthetically pleasing that you say to 
yourself, “That’s what software should be 
like.” Word Proof scores high on both 
counts. 

Though this isn’t the place for a full 
review of Word Proof, here’s a quick sum- 
mary of why I’m so pleased with it. First, 
it’s well-engineered, which makes it easy 
to use and fun to watch while it’s doing its 
spelling check. Second, it incorporates a 
nice little editor, so that when a spelling 
error is found, you can fix it (or any other 
part of the text) without leaving the spell- 
ing checker. The person who first recom- 
mended Word Proof to me liked its editor 
so much he uses it as his main editor (with 
the spelling checker as an added luxury). 
Third, WortfProqCgives suggested correct 
spellings for any suspect words — which 
made spelling corrections very easy. As an 
extra goody. Word Proof will find syn- 
onyms just as easily as corrections for mis- 
spelled words. 

Word Proof is on IBM’s list of pro- 
grams that work on the PCjr, which is 
good. Unfortunately, the big dictionary 
that Word Proof uses can be slow on a 
diskette. There may be more wonderful 
spelling programs, but this is by far the 
best I’ve ever used. 

And, finally, item three: In the July 
1983 issue of PC Magazine, I wrote an 
article melodramatically titled “The Dark- 
er Side of DOS 2.(X),” in which I reported 
a host of difficulties that I encountered 
using this version of the important operat- 
ing system. It’s been a source of both 
amusement and amazement to me how 
much controversy that article generated. 
In fact, all these months later the contro- 
versy still hasn’t died down. 

I always like to be warned of problems 
that I might stumble across in my work, 
but apparently many PC readers do not, at 
least when it concerns their (and my) 
favorite operating system. Never let it be 
said that I don’t respond to the voice of the 
people. Here’s my report on the darker 
side of DOS 2.10: I’ve found some doo- 
zies, but I ain’t tellin’ . ■ 
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Announcing A Major New Innovation From The Publishers Of | 

Now, Get UpTo 72 Programs 
For As Littfe As ^2.00 Each. 


Introducing PC DISK MAGAZINE. The Only 
Magazine On Disk That Gives You A Library Of 
Software Programs For Your IBM Personal Computer 
... At A Fraction Of The Price! 



Imagine building a library of software programs with 
amazing ease... adding utilities, subroutines, games 
and data files to your system... for as little as 
$2 per program! Introducing PC DISK MAGAZINE 
—a totally new concept for your microcomputer 
that gives you all this and more! You get thoroughly 
tested, ready-to-run programs on a floppy disk- 
complete with a comprehensive, illustrated User 
Manual— for the ultimate in ease, efficiency and 
economy. With your subscription to PC DISK 
MAGAZINE you'll receive a floppy disk containing 
up to 12 varied ready-to-use programs and files. 
Developed by experts and tested by the editors, 
you'll be able to expand the use of your IBM 
personal computer. 

Business and Finance Aids: Create 
advanced pie, bar and line chart graphics. Compute 
loan payment tables. Calculate the Present Value and 
Internal Rate of Return 
for your investments. 
VisiCalc'^ templates for 


Real Estate, Lease /Purchase and Tax Shelter analysis. 

Programming Tools: Create cross-reference 
listings for your BASIC programs. Convert MBASIC™ 
program files to CBASIC™ format or reverse. Use 
your text editor on your BASIC programs. Convert 
data between BASIC and VISICALC® or Supercalc* 
formats. 

Home/Personal Applications: whether you 

need your own income tax return helper... proven 
ways to maintain a mailing list ...a personal cash flow 
analyzer... a speed reading trainer... or SAT test pre- 
paration aids, you'll get it from PC DISK MAGAZINE. 

Utilities and Diagnostics: Print graphics, 

screen images on your printer... backup, copy, delete, 
un-delete or type files with simple menu commands. 
Use your computer to simulate a conversational termi- 
nal with function key control of disk or printer logging 
...and more. 

Data Files: Tax tables, population statistics, dic- 
tionaries and economic times series. 


Games: Adventures! Strategies! Test your skills, 
intelligence and your luck! 


Everything Is 
Ready For You 

PC DISK MAGAZINE has every- 
thing you need. The accompanying 
60-page User Manual is written 
clearly, concisely, in easy-to-under- 
stand terms. You'll be able to try the 
programs immediately. ..there's no 
need to type listings into your com- 
puter. Just insert the disk and go! 
That simply, all the latest software 
developments are at your fingertips! 





A iteOABY OF SOFTWABF PROGRAMS Fng i>tf tmppgtitVJAi COMPUTtB 


BUSINESS ft FIMAMCf 

lOAN ANAiYZER 
AUTOMATIC BAR CHARTER 
WORDSTAR CONFIGURATOR 


LFTK/ncs ft oucMorrcs 

Disk map 

IBM MATRIX PRINTER 
CONTRa 


RftOCRAMMINC TOOiS 

BASIC PRO<J<AMED<TOR 
PFRPfTUAl CAlFNOAR 


DATA FILES 

Of MOCRAPHIC DATA FILE 


GAMES 

MitX AND SINK 
PYRAMID WATCH 
< 'O&JB’ 0*v>$e<^iSM>NQCC'M<’AS> <4.1 DiQfO&ntSEOVtD 


HOME /PERSONAL 

PfRSONAl CASHFLOW MANAGER 
(PART I OF 
CU^VB'G*' 


PRODUa SPECIFICATIONS 

• Programs will run on IBM personal computers 
under PC-DOSand MS-DOS versions l.l and 
2.0 and require a minimum of 64K. 

• Most programs will be written to run on both 
monochrome and color displays: however, 
some games and utilities may be specifically 
developed for color display. 

• Most programs will be written in advanced 
Basic; however, some machine language and 
compiled code may be used. 

• Programs and documentation are copyrighted 
by Ziff-Davis Publishing Company. All rights of 
reproduction in all forms and media strictly 
reserved. 

PROGRAM SUBMISSIONS 

If you wish to submit a program for inclusion 

in future issues, please write to: PC DISK 

MAGAZINE. Attn: Editor. One Park Avenue— 

Dept. 732. New York, N.Y. 10016. 

GUARANTEE 

• All programs are fully tested and guaranteed 
to run. Damaged or faulty disks will be 
replaced at no charge. 

• If you wish to cancel a subscription, simply 
return the most recent disk in its sealed pack- 
age and you will receive a full refund for this 
copy and on all unmailed issues. 


Save ^60 With This Introductory 
Savings Offer. Get 6 Big Issues of PC 
DISK MAGAZINE And Save 34%. 


m 


P.O. Box 2462. Boulder. CO 80322 


YES, Please accept my subscription to PC DISK 
MAGAZINE for 6 issues at the Special Introductory Price 
of just $119 (less than $20 per issue, as little as $2 per 
program). I save $60—34% off the full price of $179. 

Check one: [Zl Please bill me. CH Payment enclosed. 
CD Please charge to my credit card. 

D American Express CD Visa 
CD MasterCard 


Credit Card No.. 
Name 


_Exp. Date. 


Address- 
City 


State Zip 

MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY- AND SAVE 34HI 
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Introducing the first hard disk multi- 
function system for the IBM PC 

Now, you can add 10 or 15 megabytes of 
on-line hard disk storage to your IBM PC 
and get a serial port, a clock/calendar. 
atKf sockets for as much as 192k of 
additional system RAM. You get all the 
features of the IBM XT -and more -in 
only one expansion slot. It's all pxjssible 
with Falcon Technology's new PC 
eXTender"* series hard disk systems. 

Falcon PC eXTender Systems Save 
Both Time and Space 

A PC eXTender system will save you time 
two ways. Rrst, with nrore on-line 
capacity than 45 floppy disks, you won't 
be changing disks corrtinuously. Second, 
Tim Paterson, the authorof the IBM PC's 
operating system and founder of Falcon 
Technology, has developed proprietary 
circuitry that can continuously transfer 
data at the maximum speed of the drive. 
The Falcon system is capable of reading 
one megabyte from the disk in three 
secorxis This is by far the fastest hard 
disk available for the PC. 


IBM is a registared trademark of the IntemationaJ 
Business Machines Corporation. 



The speed improvements you get with 
Falcon will turn your PC into a true time 
saving machine. 


A PC eXTender system also saves you 
space. The disk controller and the added 
functions occupy only one expansion 
slot. 

Plated Media for High Data Density 

Falcon's PC eXTender systems use thin- 
film plated media which resist damage 
from corrtaminants and head crashes 


Falcon Technology, Inc. 

6644 South 196th Street, Suite T-101 
Kent, WA 98032 


better than the oxide-coated media used 
in other PC hard disk systems. In 
addition, the disk/head cavity is shock 
mounted to a cast aluminum frame. 

Stretch Your Capabilities, 

Not Your Budget 

With a PC eXTender, you'll be able to 
process more data, faster, and at a lower 
cost than with an IBM XT. 

Prices for Falcon PC eXTender systems 
start at $2,295.00 for 10MB mounted 
within the IBM chassis. The 15MB drive is 
$2,595.00. PC eXTender systems are 
also available in externally mounted 
cases Systems can be configured with 
one or two Falcon drives. 

For the serious PC user, a Falcon PC 
eXTender may well be the ultimate 
performance-enhancing add-on 
available. 

To find out more about Falcon PC 
eXTender systems for your IBM, 
give us a call: 

(206) 251-8282 

Dealer inquiries are invited. 
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CREATE COLOR GRAPHICS FOR: 

• GAMES • SOFTWARE 

• EDUCATION • BUSINESS • DEMONSTRATIONS 


COLOR ORAPHICS EDITOR 

For Businesses, Programmers, Educators, Art- 
ists, Designers & others. Lets anyone draw 
color graphics images with ease! Draw Arcs, 
Circles, ^ctangles. Ellipses, Lines & enter 
Colored Text. Rotate, Flip, Scale, Duplicate & 
Move them around on the screen. Create a 
Paint Brush with up to 100 Bristles of dif- 
ferent colors. Save drawings to disk to create 
Screen Presentations or use in your own pro- 
grams. It even has a vanishing point for art- 
ists. Very easy to learn and use with a special 
key that lets you backup to “UNDO” the last 
command. Hard copy output. You get one 
FREE software update! 

CIRCLE in ON READER SERVICE CARD 


TO ORDER SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER 
OR CALL (002) 242-7003 


IBM IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES. IN C- 
COLOGRAPHY is a trademark of Caaus Software, Inc. 


FEATURING: 

• SCREEN PRESENTATIONS 

• HUNDREDS OF COLOR 
PATTERNS 

• VERY USER FRIENDLY 


• PAINT BRUSH WITH 
COLORED BRISTLES 

• OVER 80 SAMPLE PICTURES 

• 1 FREE UPDATE 


SYSTEM REQUmEMENTS: 


• IBM PC or XT 

• PC'DOS 1.1 or 2.0 

• 128 KB Memory 

Optional 

• IBM or Epson Printer 


• IBM Color Graphics Board 

• 1 Disk Drive 

• Color Monitor 


• Hard Disk 



Copyright (C) 
1983 By 


CACTUS 

SOFTWARE, INC. 

P.O. Box 880 
Peoria, Arizona 85345 






Phoiognpl): Mark Kozlowski 



Apple 
ChartsThe 
Course 
For IBM 

Will Apple Computer recover the number 
one position in the microcomputer field 
from IBM? Probably not, but Apple’s 
original formula won’t be forgotten. 
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APPLE CHARTS COURSE 


A s observers of International Busi- 
ness Machines Cotp. are aware, 
the strongest competition to IBM 
in the professional personal computer 
market is Apple Computer, Inc. When 
IBM announced the Personal Computer in 
August 1981, Apple was the dominant 
manufacturer in the business and profes- 
sional marketplace — the target market- 
place for the IBM PC — and although IBM 
has largely supplanted Apple as the pre- 
miere firm in this area, Apple remains a 
strong contender in the market . 

It is ironic that IBM owes much of its 
present success to the work done by Apple 
Computer when it was striving to attain 
the number one position in the field. The 
marketplace now serviced by the IBM PC 
was developed around the Apple II com- 
puter, IBM was able to take advantage of 
the change in the professional public's 
perception of microcomputers from toys 
to essential business aides, inspired by the 
Apple IPs performance. Further, IBM 
correctly analyzed the elements of Apple's 
success and emulated them by altering its 
own traditional approach to marketing and 
development to compete in this market- 
place. It is even more ironic that Apple 
now seems to have forgotten the lessons 
that it taught IBM so well. 

By now, anyone who has read anything 
about computers knows something about 
the early history of Apple Computer, 
Inc. — how it was founded in a garage by 
two young men with complementary 
genius, Steve Wozniak, an engineer with- 
out a college degree working for Hewlett- 
Packard, and Steve Jobs, who had previ- 
ously worked for Atari and travelled 
through India. Wozniak was, and is, an 
engineering genius. Jobs was the entrepre- 
neur who saw a market niche for such a 
product and understood what would 
appeal to consumers. The initial product, 
the Apple 1, quickly gave way to the 
Apple II, which was technically superior 
to anything yet developed and soon was 
the impetus for the proliferation of micro- 
computers throughout society. 

To properly appreciate the ironies of 


the IBM-Apple relationship, it is neces- 
sary to demythologize the incredible 
Apple success story, without diminishing 
the genius or accomplishments of Jobs and 

The Apple II 
became the impetus 
for the proliferation 
of microcomputers 
throughout society. 

Wozniak. Apple did not, contrary to some 
of its advertising, invent the personal com- 
puter. It did, however, bring to market a 
personal computer that was superbly engi- 
neered, well-packaged, and expandable 
by other manufacturers. It was certainly 
the first company to combine all of these 
elements in one machine, and this combi- 
nation of features proved strong enough to 
spawn the industry that IBM entered in 
August 1981. 

Right Place at the Right Time 

If Apple was not the first firm in the 
business, then what catapulted it to the 
forefront? The primary reason, we be- 
lieve, was that many independent devel- 
opers of software and hardware chose to 
develop and market their products for the 
Apple II rather than other machines. There 
were many apparent reasons for the 
choice. 

First, Apple was a serious company 
and developers had reason to believe that it 
would be around for a while. This confi- 
dence stemmed from the company's abil- 
ity to interest such well-known venture 
capital firms as Venrock and Arthur Rock 
in investing in Apple. 

Second, the Apple ll's packaging did 
not make it look like a ham radio opera- 
tor's hobby kit. A low heat-generating 
switching power supply allowed the com- 
puter to be placed in a lightweight plastic 
case. Its sophisticated packaging differen- 
tiated it from the S-lOO computers that had 
visible boards and wires connecting vari- 


ous components to the motherboard. 
Regardless of the manufacturer's inten- 
tion, the S-lOO's appearance gave the 
impression that it was aimed at hobbyists 
and that you needed to understand elec- 
tronics to properly use it. 

Third, the Apple II offered options that 
no other computer offered. It was the first 
of its type to provide usable color graph- 
ics. It contained expansion slots for which 
other hardware manufacturers could de- 
sign devices that could be installed into the 
computer to perform functions that Apple 
has never even considered. This feature, 
coupled with the fact that the computer 
was “open,” was probably the most 
important factor to the technical develop- 
ers of hardware. The Apple II could thus 
be used with communications devices, 
large mass storage controllers, analog/dig- 
ital converters, video and speech digitizers 
and synthesizers, and other devices. 

Also, following the introduction of its 
disk controller, Apple was, for a period of 
time, the only computer manufacturer able 
to provide its purchasers with disk drives. 
This was an important factor to software 
develqters that wished to design disk- 
based software. 

Fourth, Apple was rapidly able to 
develop a superb distribution and retailing 
network without spending a great deal of 
money. The company was in the right 
place at the right time and managed to get 
in on the ground floor of an entirely new 
business: personal computers. A sub- 
industry, including early retail chains such 
as ComputerLand, grew up around Apple. 
Further, Apple was able to use indepen- 
dent distribution networks, such as CCM 
in Boston, to handle its dealer distribution 
until it was in a position to take on these 
aspects of the business. 

All of these factors caused independent 
developers to select Apple as the vehicle 
with which to ride to market. Looking 
back on those days, Dennis C. Hayes, 
founder of Hayes Microcomputer, Inc., 
said, “We chose the Apple 11 because of 
its expansion slots and openness and 
because its packaging was better oriented 
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Can Anybody Tackle IBM? 

This essay, reprinted from a British news magazine, gives a detached and 
concisely written view of the volatile American personal computer market. 


T he peisonal computer business was 
started seven years ago in a Califor- 
nian garage by two penniless young 
men. One of them is now among the 300 
richest people in America because Apple 
Computer, whose capitalisation in its 
garage days was $1,300, today does a 
billion dollars of business a year. It is a 
strength of the computer industry that 
this kind of thing happens. But the giant 
awaits. Every computer technology ma- 
tures with extreme haste; and at the end 
of every maturation there is IBM. 

Most people have grown used to 
IBM’s grip on the big computer (main- 
frame) market. Even in the 1970s, when 
its hand was stayed by a web of Ameri- 
can lawsuits, IBM never held less than 
60% of the worldwide mainframe mar- 
ket; that figure is now above 70% and 
rising. But more people are astonished 
that IBM has devoured almost 30% of 
the American market for personal com- 
puters, even though it started from 
scratch only in 1981. 

Personal computers ate small enough 
and cheap enough (at $2,(XX)-6,0(X) 
each) eventually to be put on the desks of 
most workers who earn their pay by 
manipulating words or numbers. They 
make a mass market that IBM, used to 
dealing with mainframe grandees, was 
thought unsuited to tap. Instead IBM has 
not just tapped the American maiket. It 
is storming through it. Europe has so far 
been spared this blitzkrieg, but only 
because IBM cannot make personal 
computers fast enough. 

One result is that some personal com- 
puter companies, of which there were 
once as many as 200 in America, are 
starting to drop dead. Initselfthisisgood 
news. What is needed in the early stages 
of any industry is too many people, with 


plenty of different ideas, mshing in to try 
to do the job. A broad range of experi- 
ments implies a large class of failures, so 
a rash of bankruptcies in a young indus- 
try is a normal and welcome thing. 

Awkwardly, IBM is enjoying this 
success in personal computers at the 
same time as it has been unleashed from 
its American antitrust worries. So it is 
increasing its attack on computer and 
communications markets across the 
board. This raises the question: can any- 
body compete with IBM? Answer, yes. 

What IBM has really done in the 
American market for personal comput- 
ers, and is about to do for home comput- 
ers, is not to make competition impossi- 
ble, but to set a standard that those who 
hope to compete will usually have to fol- 
low. Most personal computers sold in 
America after 1983 — no matter who 
makes them — will eontain the same 
microprocessor chip as IBM’s personal 
computer does, use the same low-level 
software to control the machine’s opera- 
tion, and be capable of running the same 
applieations programmes such as word 
processing. 

The Standard Dilemmas 

Before IBM came on stage, a swarm 
of different peraonal computers was 
being sold, most of them incompatible 
with one another — ie, they could not 
swap information or use the same soft- 
ware. Customers prefer a single standard. 
That is a main reason why IBM now has 
a larger share of the American maiket 
than any other company and why it is 
likely to come out top in Europe as well . 

Two objections are made to this kind 
of standardisation. The first is that it 
interferes with technologieal progress. 
This is true, but it is not very damaging. 


Amerieans have a wide choice of person- 
al computers. Many of them are techno- 
logically better than IBM’s, but the cus- 
tomers have still gone for IBM’s 
machine. In consequence, some bright 
ideas will not immediately be translated 
into products. Once those ideas have a 
plain commercial advantage, however, 
they will be. 

The second objection is that an IBM 
standard gives IBM an unfair advantage. 
It does not, though it may seem to. IBM 
has geared up to compete in nearly every 
line of the computer business, ftom tiny 
home computers to mainframes. It is 
absent only from the markets for super- 
computers used for scientific research 
and weather forecasting, a line that IBM 
was beaten in and gave up. It also seems 
ready to move into the communications 
business, especially the part that in- 
volves connections between computers 
within a single office. The chances are 
that in all these lines IBM’s way of doing 
things will become everybody else’s 
standard. Will it therefore have the upper 
hand in them all? 

There are two ways a standard can be 
established. One is the way it has now 
been done in the American personal- 
computer business. The other is for a 
large number of companies to sit down 
together and agree on a standard. Euro- 
pean computer companies like the com- 
mittee approach. They are wrong. Stan- 
dardisation committees usually drone on 
for years before they produce anything. 
'They ate especially useless when IBM 
stays aloof, as it usually does. It is better 
to let the maiket decide a standard. 

Paradoxically, Good for Japan 

The main reason why an IBM stan- 
dard is not worrying is that it can help 
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Can Anybody Tackle IBM? (continued) 

competition to flourish. IBM will soon 
be as much a prisoner of its own stan- 
dards as its competitors are. Once 
enough IBM machines have been 
bought, IBM cannot make sudden 
changes in their basic design: what might 
be useful for shedding competitoni 
would shake off even more customers. 

It is true that, in the 1970s, several 
American companies, called plug-com- 
patible manufacturers, tried to make 
equipment that shadowed IBM’s ma- 
chines — and went broke. The EEC com- 
mission claims in its antitrust case that 
IBM has held back technical information 
that would allow other companies to 
design machines to fit with its own. 

Japanese computer-makers will prob- 
ably be the greatest beneficiaries of an 
IBM-standardised world, though they do 
not think so now. Still bruised by their 
quarrels with IBM over the theft of its 
trade secrets, and still only on the door- 
step of the American personal-computer 
market, Japanese companies are feeling 
tentative. Their shyness should be short- 
lived. A market for a standardised per- 
sonal computer will play to the custom- 
ary Japanese strengths of high-quality 
production at low cost. 

These are not the signs of an industry 
about to topple into a monopolist's 
hands. Concentration comes swiftly to 
the computer business, even to young 
lines like personal computers. But so 
too, because of its very fast technologi- 
cal pace, do opportunities for new 
attacks by outsiders. There are plenty of 
people ready to take on IBM, including 
AT&T, which will start in January. It is 
better that they, rather than lawyers or 
bureaucrats, should strive to cut IBM 
down to size. 


This article is reprinted, with permis- 
sion, from the November 26, 1983 issue 
o/The Economist, a British weekly news 
magazine. 


toward the less computer-sophisticated 
customers — our primary target.” 

Early Apple Programs 

Of all the products created for the 
Apple II, the most important was Visi- 
Calc. Developed by Dan Bricklin and Bob 
Frankston, the founders of Software Arts, 
and marketed by Dan Fylstia's Personal 
Software (since renamed VisiCorp), Visi- 
Calc was introduced in May 1979. Jack B. 
Rochester and John Gantz, in their book 
The Naked Computer, consider that date 
one of the nine ‘ ‘Great Moments In Soft- 
ware.” They describe the software pack- 
age as: "the first program an inexperi- 
enced computer user could really operate. 

. . . It's probably the most influential pro- 
gram since Fortran.” VisiCalc, when 
introduced and for approximately the next 
12 months, was only maiketed for the 
Apple II computer. People entered com- 
puter stores to purchase VisiCalc and 
something to run it on. VisiCalc cost 
$I(X), and the “something to run it on” 
(an Apple II) cost anywhere from $2,0(X) 
to $1(),(X)0, depending upon the hardware 
configuration. 

Benjamin M. Rosen, now chairman of 
the board of Compaq Computer and at that 
time an early proponent of Apple Comput- 
er and VisiCalc. made a prophetic com- 
ment in the Morgan Stanley Electronics 
Letter of My 11, 1979: “So who knows? 
VisiCalc could some day become the soft- 
ware tail that wags (and sells) the personal 
computer dog.” And this is exactly what 
happened. Apple's main rivals in the pro- 
fessional marketplace. Radio Shack and 
Commodore, never recovered. Other soft- 
ware developers saw the dramatic sales of 
the Apple 11 and rushed to get their pro- 
grams to market for the same computer. 
Programs such as Tiny Troll (the forerun- 
ner to VisiT rend + VisiPlot), CCA Data 
Management, (the forerunner to VisiFile), 
DBMaster, and EasyWriter appeared only 
for the Apple. By the time Software Arts 
was able to release the Radio Shack and 
Commodore versions, the rest of the 
major software for the professional middle 


and upper manager had appeared only for 
the Apple. The independent dealer net- 
work was in place and extremely loyal to 
Apple. Radio Shack ended up competing 
with Apple mainly for the small business 
market, while Commodore competed 
mainly in the educational area. While both 
firms continued to make protestations to 
the contrary, it was apparent to most 
observers that Apple had the large firm 
customer market locked up. 

It is interesting that the programs men- 
tioned above were also among the first to 
be released for the IBM PC, and that the 
direct descendents of VisiCalc, the MBA 
and 1-2-3 provided the first valid reason 
for the Apple owner to purchase an IBM 
PC. Other programs that ran on both 
machines performed equally as well on the 
Apple, and some, such as VisiCalc, actu- 
ally ran better on the Apple. 

IBM’s Little Mainframe 

While the Apple success story was 
unfolding, IBM kept an arm's length from 
the personal computer field and concen- 
trated on its acknowledged strengths — 
mainftames and, to a lesser extent, mini- 
computers. IBM did have a desktop 
series, the 5 100, but as personal comput- 
ers, these machines were dismal failures. 
Even though the systems were sold direct- 
ly to end users, they were the antithesis of 
user-friendly. They were actually little 
mainframes and used data processing ter- 
minology rather than English, wherever 
possible. The disk drives were designated 
“SO” and ‘‘40” rather than A and B or 1 
and 2, and, to make matters worse, 80 was 
the equivalent of A on the PC. Addition- 
ally, no third-party software available for 
the system was recommended by IBM. 
The SKX) series led people to wonder 
whether IBM could differentiate between 
small business and personal computers. 

It rapidly became apparent to industry 
analysts that IBM would have to alter its 
traditional marketing and product devel- 
opment practices if it platmed to compete 
in the personal computer marketplace. 
Analysts also felt that to succeed in the 
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personal computer market, IBM would 
have to become competitive. 

Apple III Backfire 

Apple did not sit on its hands waiting 
for IBM to join the battle. It instead 
attempted, by introducing a new machine 
and new dealer policies, to cement its 
position as number one in the microcom- 
puter world. Unfortunately, most of its 
efforts in these areas backfired. The new 
machine, the Apple in, was expected to 
function as a high-end Apple 11 and had 
many features that the Apple II did not, 
such as 80 character screen display with 
upper and lowercase capability, up to 
2S6K memory, and over twice the internal 
speed of the Apple II. It was released with 
an operating system called SOS and a new 
adaptation of BASIC called Business 
BASIC, both of which appeared superior 
to anything that existed in the microcom- 
puter world. It also included a version of 
VisiCalc and software that would allow 
the III to emulate the II and to mn software 
written for the II. On the face of it, it 
looked like Apple Computer would have 
another winner. 

But there were early quality control 
problems with the machine, and the word 
spread through the industry that it was 
unreliable. The emulation feature proved 
to be incomplete — many peripheral cards, 
such as the Hayes Micromodem B, did not 
fit properly into the system and were unus- 
able. The internal clock atuiounced for the 
system never worked and was finally 
abandoned. And SOS proved to be of 
more value to technicians than to end- 
users, who were intimidated by it. 

The attitude within Apple concerning 
the in seemed to waver between pompos- 
ity and paranoia. Cridcism was dismissed 
as “lack of understaiKling’' or as unfnend- 
liness to Apple. The Apple III Project 
Manager said of the problem with the 
Micromodem: “We consider that Hayes' 
problem, not Apple's.” Apple knew the 
III was technically superior to the II; it had 
better system software and even better 
packaging. It was otdy logical that soft- 


ware authors would develop products for 
the III, and that prospective customers 
would run out to buy it. 

Apple was so committed to the HI that 
it dedicated the majority of its develop- 

Apple seems to 
have forgotten the 
lessons that it taught 
IBM so well. 

ment dollars to it. The company virtually 
ignored the II, which it felt would begin to 
phase out of the market. For example, it 
developed a 5 megabyte hard disk, known 
as the Apple Profile, for the HI in 1981. 

Apple's misreading of the marketplace 
caused some dealer consternation. It 
became difficult at times to obtain 11s, 
while the initially hard-to-get lUs became 
commonplace, because very few were 
being sold. 

Dealer resentment was also building 
for other reasons. Apple had begun to talk 
seriously about “National Accounts Pro- 
grams,” in which Apple would go directly 
to Fortune 1000 companies to ensure true 
national sales support and service. Dealers 
such as Datel Stores and Future Informa- 
tion Systems, both of New York City, 
were already serving Fortune 1000 firms 
and interpreted the projected programs as 
direct competition from the manufacturer 
of the system that brought them the major- 
ity of their revenue. 

Dealers were also concerned by the 
price pressure being brought to bear on 
them by firms in New York City that were 
not affiliated with Apple as licensed deal- 
ers but were obtaining Apples from dubi- 
ous sources. Because of lack of overhead, 
these “gray-matket dealers” were able to 
sell the systems at greatly discounted 
prices. The licensed dealers felt that Apple 
was not doing enough to find the unli- 
censed dealer's supply source and close it 
down. When dealers responded to such 
price pressure, their profit margins fell far 
below their expectations. 


In addition, dealers often were unable 
to obtain needed inventory. In January 
1981 Apple, after closing for 2 weeks dur- 
ing the December holidays and drying up 
the production pipeline, announced a price 
increase and was unable to meet demand. 
Dealers withdrew quotes previously pro- 
vided to prospective customers and were 
unable to fill orders. The scarcity lasted 
for almost 2 months and left a bad taste in 
many dealers' mouths. 

The fmstrated independent retailers 
were begitming to develop a love/hate 
relationship with Apple; while providing 
the great majority of their revenue, the 
company, they felt, was becoming overly 
autocratic. Their frustration only grew 
when they realized they had no alterna- 
tive. Apple was the best machine on the 
market for the majority of applications, 
and demand was constantly growing. If 
IBM did enter the marketplace in a mean- 
ingful way, it could only hurt the retailers; 
IBM sold all devices directly to clients and 
never through third parties. Dealers also 
believed that, in entering the personal 
computer marketplace. IBM would be 
trading solely on its name, and that the 
huge bureaucracy would not be able to 
respond properly to this new type of com- 
puter competition. 

Enter IBM 

Suddenly IBM took the plunge, and 
while its entry was hardly unexpected, its 
manner took even the most knowledge- 
able IBM watchers by surprise. As Robert 
Sobel wrote in his fine work IBM; Colos- 
sus In Transition: “The corporation's 
approach . . . indicated a previously unap- 
preciated flexibility at IBM headquarters 
and in the field.” 

IBM's approach represented dramatic 
changes in its corporate practices. The first 
surprise was that IBM would sell its per- 
sonal computer, called the PC, through 
retail outlets, including its own retail chain 
of Product Centers, ComputerLand stores. 
Sears Roebuck Computer Stores (which 
would open throughout the country), and 
selected independent retailers. 
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IBM would also both reconunend and 
maiket third-party software for the PC. 
The initial announcement mentioned the 
availability of VisiCalc, EasyWriter, the 
Peachtree Accounting System, and a com- 
puter game from Microsoft (a game 
announced by IBM?). It also announced 
that the operating system used would be 
one developed by Microsoft, which exter- 
nally resembled CP/M. The language pro- 
vided would be Microsoft BASIC, already 
a standard in the industry. This willing- 
ness to deal with third parties was unheard 
of from IBM, which had previously tried 
to deny their existence. 

The final twist was that IBM would sell 
PCs to its employees at significant dis- 
counts, encourage them to author soft- 
ware, and pay them royalties if such soft- 
ware was accepted and published. 

The PC was to have 16-bit addressabil- 
ity with an 8-bit “bus,” which made it 
technically superior to the Apple 11, 
though not as superior as it would have 
been if it had been a totally 1 6-bit machine 
and utilized the Motorola 68000 chip rath- 
er than the Intel 8088 chip. It was to be an 
open machine with expansion slots, and 
third-party hardware manufacturers would 
have an easy time developing the same 
type of expansion devices that had 
enhanced the Apple II. In short, the ele- 
ments that had made Apple successful 
were not only emulated but refined. For 
example, the Apple II's operating system 
and ROM are proprietary, and manufac- 
turers such as Franklin and Syscom that 
attempt to copy them find themselves in 
court defending themselves against 
charges from Apple. The only proprietary 
item in the PC is the BASIC ROM, which, 
while not copyable, has not prohibited 
manufacturers such as Compaq and Co- 
lumbia from developing machines that are 
completely compatible with the PC. As a 
further benefit to the compatible manufac- 
turers, Microsoft may be contracted to 
provide its operating system to run with 
their machines. Warren Winger, the chair- 
man of the retail Compushops chain, was 
quoted in The New York Times as saying. 


“It appears that IBM had a better under- 
standing of why the Apple II was success- 
ful than had Apple.” 

How was IBM able to shift gears so 
dramatically? Had the walls of the bureau- 
cracy tumbled? Hardly. IBM had simply 

IBM’s biggest error 
was in 

underestimating the 
demand for the PC. 

taken one product and placed it outside of 
the bureaucracy. A group headed by IBM 
vice president Philip Estridge was set up as 
a separate business unit in Boca Raton, 
Florida for the express purpose of devel- 
oping a personal computer and marketing 
it effectively. Speaking at the Rosen 
Research Microcomputer Fomm in early 
1982 in Palm Springs, California, Est- 
ridge dwelt on the effort that had gone into 
learning about the retail marketplace, 
which was different from any previous 
IBM experience. He publicly expressed 
thanks to ComputerLand and Sears for 
helping to guide IBM through its entry 
into these unfamiliar waters. It is obvious 
that this group had autonomy not usually 
found within IBM. While it would be 
stretching an analogy to compare the Boca 
Raton atmosphere to Steve Jobs' garage, 
both environments allowed development 
creativity not often found within targe cor- 
porations. 

IBM's biggest error was in underesti- 
mating the demand for the PC. It could 
have sold its entire first year's projected 
production within the company to its own 
employees. People initially demanded 
PCs either because they recognized the 
machine's potential or simply because it 
had IBM's name. Data processing manag- 
ers in laige corporations, who resisted an 
influx of Apples due to either lack of 
understanding or fear, jumped on the 
microcomputer bandwagon because they 
could now do business with the same com- 
pany that supplied the 370 or Series I. 


Soon they were demanding it for more tan- 
gible reasons, such as the availability of 
Lotus' 1-2-3 and other programs. 

Now the software momentum turned. 
Firms that had once hastened to produce 
programs for the Apple II now scrambled 
to create software for the PC. This soft- 
ware development took two forms. Firms 
such as Sorcim with SuperCalc: Software 
Publishing, with the pfs series; Anidata, 
with the Market Analyst; BPI, with its 
Accounting Series; and Dow Jones, with 
the Market Analyzer converted programs 
already available for the Apple II. They 
often incorporated improvements into the 
PC version. Firms such as Lotus, with 1- 
2-3; Context, with MBA; and MDBS, 
with KnowledgeMan developed totally 
new products for the PC. It was obvious 
that the reign of Apple as number one was 
drawing to a close. 

Publicly, Apple welcomed IBM to the 
marketplace, saying that IBM's entry 
would increase market demand (it did) and 
expressing confidence that Apple would 
remain number one (it didn't). Apple 
attempted to accelerate work on two 
680CK)-based machines, internally code- 
named Lisa and Macintosh, which it 
believed would be technically superior to 
the IBM PC. It also finally accepted that 
although problems of the early Ills had 
long been corrected, the III was not going 
to supplant the n in the marketplace, and it 
began work on long-overdue improve- 
ments to the II. But these development 
projects took too long. According to 
Michelle Preston, technology analyst for 
L. F. Rothchild, Unterberg, Tobin, “Ap- 
ple had gotten complacent and had not 
capitalized well enough on its position of 
front-ruruier. The time that it took for 
Apple's developments to come to fniition 
allowed IBM to establish its conventions 
as the industry standards.” 

Apple's major project, the Lisa, turned 
out to be a complete reversal of Apple's 
traditional development pattern. The ma- 
chine was closed; all applications pro- 
grams were developed by Apple itself. 
The result, introduced in January 1983, 
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represented a quantum leap in functional 
integration and user-friendliness. It resem- 
bles in many ways the famous Xerox Star 
System, on which it is admittedly based, 
and utilizes a mouse to control “win- 
dows” containing application programs. 
The Lisa embodied truly state-of-the-art 
technology. Apple proudly stated that 
“Lisa was not a hardware solution, it was 
rather a software solution.” With the 
industry applauding its creativity, Apple 
expected to take the industry by storm in 
the Fortune 1000 marketplace and to whet 
the lower-priced market’s appetite for the 
Macintosh. While many are waiting with 
whetted appetite for the Macintosh, Lisa 
has certainly not taken the industry by 
storm. There is no single reason for the 
failure of Lisa to overwhelm the market- 
place, but a number of apparent factors 
bear consideration. 

Apple misjudged the marketplace. The 
same middle and upper managers in For- 
tune 1000 Turns who made the decision to 
purchase the highly successful Apple II 
were not the same individuals who would 
be making similar decisions about the 
Lisa. Instead, data processing managers 
and purchasing agents were taking a much 
more aggressive role in centralizing 
microcomputer decisions under their con- 
trol. And the cost of the Lisa, while not 
excessive for the system configuration, 
was high enough (over $10,(XX) with 
printer), to remove the decision-making 
authority from local management and 
place it in the hands of central data pro- 
cessing managers in many organizations. 
Whatever the impetus, the decision-mak- 
ing power was being absorbed by individ- 
uals who often had long-standing relation- 
ships with and confidence in IBM, and 
held no special affection for Apple. 

The Lisa arrived too late. By the time it 
appeared, MS-DOS had become the 
industry standard and 1-2-3 was the most 
talked about program. The Lisa was com- 
patible with neither. While the Lisa's 
approach represented a quantum leap over 
previous microcomputer systems, some 
analysts feel that it can be a handicap to be 


too far on the leading edge. Peter Norton, 
in a talk to the NYPC User Group, called it 
a virtue that “IBM armounces no machine 
before its time.” This observation is borne 
out by experience in retail stores that dis- 
play both the Lisa and PC. Invariably 
there is a much larger crowd around Lisas 
than around PCs, yet the stores always sell 
more PCs than Lisas. 

Another Role Reversal? 

Apple, stung by its apparently chang- 
ing fortunes, responded in a number of 
ways: Steve Wozniak, who had been on 
an extended leave of absence completing 
his undergraduate degree and producing 
rock and technology shows, was luted 
back into the fold to become the principal 
engineer for the Apple lie and Apple III 
product lines. His presence improved 
morale and resulted in the plarming of 
mouse input and windows for the lie, and 
consideration of such things as portable 
and high end lies. Furthermore, John 
Sculley left Pepsi-Cola to become presi- 
dent of Apple, and he rapidly made his 
presence felt. Sculley is credited with the 
decision to add MS-IX)S compatibility to 
both the Lisa and Macintosh. 

The cost of the Lisa was reduced and 
the software unbundled to allow the pur- 
chaser to buy all, some, or none of it. 
While this seems like an expedient com- 
promise to the marketing slogan “Lisa is a 
software solution,” Apple’s rationale is 
that since Lisa is being opened to third- 
party authors, it is not fair to the purchaser 
to restrict the choice of solutions to those 
developed by Apple. 

IBM, on the other hand, seems to some 
to be revetting to traditional IBM behav- 
ior, and it’s making its independent deal- 
ers quite nervous. The PC has been 
reunited with the rest of the Turn, and high 
and low end products have been added. 
The high-end products, the 3270 PC and 
the XT 370, interact with mainframes and 
will be sold only through the IBM sales 
force. The low-end product, the PCjr, was 
annoutKCd late, and is considered over- 
priced by many. It confuses independent 


dealers that concentrate on business appli- 
cations and don’t know where to place it. 
There is also a rumor that IBM intends to 
put forth an IBM-developed operating sys- 
tem as an alternative to MS-DOS. Rumors 
like this one make dealers very nervous, 
because it means they must compete with 
the IBM Product Centers and sales force 
selling IBM products. 

There have always been dealers that 
felt that IBM was using them to rapidly 
enter the marketplace and, once there, 
would attempt to take control of all its 
sales. The rumor that IBM might cast off 
Microsoft feeds this fear, as it could indi- 
cate that IBM was attempting to take com- 
plete charge of its own destiny. With fears 
like this abounding, pressure fix' congres- 
sional legislation to prohibit manufactur- 
ers from capriciously terminating dealer- 
ships and franchises is currently being 
applied. In a recent talk given to the New 
York Society of Security Analysts, Esther 
Dyson, editor and publisher of the widely 
read RELease 1.0 newsletter, stated that 
there are certain phrases in this industry 
that “rank with the ’check is in the mail.’ 
Among them are . . . ’our national 
accounts program is merely to support our 
dealer network’ . . . and ’we intend to 
keep the system open as long as possible’ 

. . Statements like these are frightening 
to independent dealers. 

If this perceived role reversal is truly in 
progress, does Apple have a chance of 
recovering the number one position from 
IBM? In all probability, no. IBM has 
moved well ahead and has much greater 
resources than Apple to expand its capa- 
bility. IBM announced on December 8, 
1983 that it expects to ship twice as many 
PCs in 1984 as were shipped in 1983. It 
should be remembered that no one has 
come to the zenith of the professional 
microcomputer marketplace without fol- 
lowing the original Apple II formula. ■ 


Barbara E. McMullen and John F. 
McMullen are principals of the consulting 
firm McMullen & McMullen, Inc., in Jef- 
ferson Valley, New York. 
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PC And 
Apple: 

How The 
Chips 

StackUp 

To you, software and performance may 
be the major differences between 
the Apple and the PC, but to 
the software developer, their individual 
hardware quirks can make 
them harder — or easier — to program. 


Phwogriph; Mark Kozkwski 



SHIPS STACK UP 


H istorians are fond of noting that 
the past is prologue to the 
present. This adage is just as true 
in computer technology: Today’s comput- 
er advances are built on those of the past, 
just as future improvements will owe a 
debt to the machines of today. In many 
ways, extra development and the exam- 
ples of predecessors have given IBM an 
edge when its Personal Computer is com- 
pared to the Apple lie. 

The internal differences between the 
two machines may go unnoticed by con- 
sumers, who are more interested in perfor- 
mance. But for software developer Alan 
Dziejma, president of Business Solutions, 
Inc., these differences are crucial. They 
usually translate into additional time and 
money spent programming the older 
Apple to support applications that the 
more advanced PC can breeze through. 

Because it is one of the few software 
companies creating programs for both 
machines. Business Solutions has a chips- 
on-up perspective on the differences 
between the PC and the lie. Founded in 
1980, the company’s most successful 
product is The Incredible Jack, an inte- 
grated software package for the Apple He 
that combines word processing, fiee-form 
calculations, and filing. The company 
announced its newest product. Jack!, at 
the COMDEX show in November, 1983. 
In January, the company began shipping 
the PC version of Jack2, which combines 
word processing with chart-making, data- 
base management, and a spreadsheet. An 
Apple version of Jack2 is scheduled to be 
available this month. 

In writing the software for both 
machines, the company’s IS-person team, 
headed by Dziejma, Brian Macker, Fred- 
erick Tryster, and John Devine, was 
forced to analyze them and compare how 
they performed similar applications. 

"The PC is more machine than the 
Apple, it’s more computer, but there is 
sufficient computer on both sides of the 
fence for the user to do pnxluctive and 
useful work,” says Dziejma. "From our 
point of view it requires more of our talent 


to get the Apple user to the same point as 
the PC user.” 

Chip Differences 

Like Athena’s birth from Zeus, the 
higher-priced PC sprang full-blown from 
the head of IBM, which was able to avoid 
the mistakes of the pioneer Apple. The 
16-bit PC was directed at the better- 
ftnanced business market, which demand- 
ed, and could afford to pay for, the addi- 
tional power and sophistication built into 
the machine. The PC, with its 16-bit archi- 
tecture, runs faster than the 8-bit Apple. 
With 16 bits, the PC is also mote compre- 
hensive internally, says the Business Solu- 
tions team, so that fewer instructions have 
to be coded and software writing is sim- 
plified. 

Originally meant for hobbyists, the 
Apple uses a Motorola 6502 chip. Its 
internal memory configuration has 
evolved from 16 to 64K and now has 
grown to 128K, which is considered its 
practical limit. Inihally, the Apple was 
designed for a cassette recorder storage 
system rather than disk drives, and for a 
40-column television set rather than a 
monitor. Although its later models be- 
came more sophisticated, Apple was 
forced to maintain compatibility with its 
earlier versions and thus had to find ways 
to combat its own early awkwardness. 
Apple, changed over to disk drives and 
expanded the number of monitor columns 
by adding software to applications pro- 
grams and through expansion cards. 

Using a faster Intel 8088 chip, the PC 
supports disk drives by using special-pur- 
pose integrated circuits, eliminating the 
extra software writing needed for the 
Apple. The PC’s internal memory can be 
easily expanded to S12K — large enough 
to accomnxxlate almost any application. 

The PC is also laid out in a straightfor- 
ward manner compared with the Apple, 
whose memory is fragmented. To get that 
128K, Apple uses various slices of mem- 
ory ranging from 'h to 48K. If the PC’s 
internal memory is like an uncut pie, the 
Apple is more like a pie plate with various 


sized pieces on it. These pieces must be 
juggled for maximum efficiency. This 
fragmentation slows the Apple and 
requires additional progamming. 

Monitors 

For the PC monitor, IBM chose an 80- 
column display with highlighting. The 
Apple lie’s lack of highlighting is a draw- 
back, according to the team at Business 
Solutions. With highlighting, a user can 
see such printer functions as underlining 
and boldface on the PC screen, which 
brings the user closer to the software 
developer’s goal of “what you see is what 
you get. ” The PC monitor also supports a 
2S6-character set, while Apple’s has only 
128. “The Apple allows 98 to 99 percent 
of what you’re after,” says Dziejma, but 
the additional characters enable the PC to 
include such special characters as diacriti- 
cal marks used in foreign languages, spe- 
cial mathematical notation, or proofread- 
ers’ marks. 

Still, the team finds that the Apple 
monitor does have some advantages, par- 
ticularly in the realm of graphics. Icons — 
pictorial representations of data fUes or 
functions — look better on the Apple mon- 
itor than on the PC’s. Also, the team dis- 
covered that the right- and left-hand slant 
characters on the PC ate asymmetrical, 
giving a slightly lopsided look to such 
symbols as the envelopes used in Jack2 to 
represent data files. What appears as a 
neat, solid line on the Apple is translated 
into a broken line by the PC. Both 
machines allow the screen colors to be 
reversed, although the PC can’t do under- 
lining in this mode. Neither machine has 
trouble handling color graphics, but IBM 
software needs additional programming to 
harxlle that machine’s required second 
color driver, which, the team says, is 
slower than the Apple’s driver. 

The PC monitor boasts an extra line, 
although its value is unclear. Some soft- 
ware developers use this extra line, but 
Business Solutions prefers the 24-line for- 
mat that works on either monitor. 

The most significant difference be- 
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tween the monitors is, of course, the num- 
ber of columns. The PC started with the 
more useful 80 columns while Apple had 
to grow to that size from 40 columns. Nor 
was that growth without pain. Hackers 
were among the first to produce expansion 
boards that allowed the doubling of col- 
umn space, a tricky process accomplished 
by creating a second 40-column block of 
memory and interleaving it with the orig- 
inal, a column at a time, to create 80 col- 
umns. Interleaving is like taking two 
halves of a deck of playing cards and shuf- 
fling them together. When Apple began 
producing its own expansion components, 
it had to follow the same panem to main- 
tain compatibility. 

The interleaving creates an additional 
problem for software writers, who essen- 
tially face two 40-column banks, one of all 
the even-numbered columns and the other, 
all the odd-numbered ones. For example, 
in the 80-column Apple, the string A, B, 
C, D, E, F. . . is really A, C, E. . . filed 
inonebank,andB,D,F. . . written in the 
other. It’s like writing the various letters 
alternately on two blank pieces of paper 
and then fitting the pages together so that a 
word can be read. On the screen, the user 
sees the correct alphabetical order because 
the two banks are meshed. 

Keyboards and Storage 

The average user most often will focus 
on keyboard differences, because this 
device is usually the most used part of the 
computer. Here the PC, with its 83 keys, 
has both advantages and disadvantages 
over the 63-key Apple board. Because of 
the extra keys, some functions are easier 
on the PC. The numeric keypad provides 
better cursor control, but the Business 
Solutions team described the NumLock 
key as cumbersome since a user will 
sometimes inadvertently type a number 
when all he really wanted to do was to 
move the cursor. The arrow keys also cre- 
ate some confusion. 

In addition to internal memory config- 
uration, how a machine uses its memory 
storage and retrieval systems is cmcial. 



Such functions as 
formatting and 
copying go more 
quickly on the Apple 
because the 
machine has less to 
do on its more 
limited diskette. 


The 400K capacity of the PC diskettes 
gives the bigger machine an advantage 
over what is essentially 140K of usable 
space on the Apple diskette. From the con- 
sumer’s viewpoint, the added space means 
more files on a single diskette. But the 
added space is also essential to an increas- 
ing number of applications; sophisticated 
business programs simply require the 
additional space, while such important 
marketing pluses as on-line help programs 
further eat up the memory. To use Jack2 
on the Apple, you need to boot the 
machine from one side of the diskette, 
then manually flip the diskette to run the 
program, says Dziejma. On the PC, the 
user just pops the diskette into the drive, 
and it is ready to run. Apple’s limited 
space could also influence future enhance- 
ments, he continues. Because of the avail- 
able space on the PC version. Business 
Solutions is considering adding such func- 


tions as scheduling and telephone logs to 
its product. “But, I think we’ve gone 
about as far as we can go with Jack2 on the 
Apple,” he says. 

Speed of application is a primary con- 
cern of consumers. Here the Apple not 
only holds its own, but ironically, because 
of its smaller disk capacity, it sometimes 
runs faster. Such functions as formatting 
and copying go more quickly on the Apple 
because the machine has less to do on its 
more limited diskette. For the same rea- 
son, the time it takes to boot the diskette is 
far shorter on the Apple than on the PC. 
However, the PC’s assembler program is 
faster than the Apple’s because of the 
machine’s inherent speed. This extra 
speed translates into less of a wait for the 
machine to run the programs, an advan- 
tage to software developers. The PC’s 
assembler is also more powerful, accord- 
ing to the team. On a pragmatic level, this 
greater power allows for faster debugging 
of PC programs. 

Price 

Even though the same software is often 
more expensive and more time-consuming 
to develop fw the Apple than for the PC, 
the price of software for the PC is usually 
higher, says Dziejma. For example. Jack! 
for the PC. at a manufacturer’s suggested 
retail price of $495, is $100 more expen- 
sive than the Apple version. That differ- 
ence is chiefly due to the market. Because 
the Apple itself is cheaper than the PC, 
that price differential must be carried over 
to the software, says Dziejma. 

By arriving in the marketplace later, 
IBM certainly gained an advantage, but 
more recent entries reap the same benefit 
from IBM’s work that IBM got from 
Apple’s. Time, tides, and technology wait 
for no one, not even Big Blue. 

“For the future,” says Dziejma, “it 
will be interesting to see how IBM retains 
compatibility with its installed base while 
extending the PC’s functionality. How 
will IBM deal with the questions of 
improvement that Apple has had to 
answer?” ■ 
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Student 
Aid From 

IBM And 
Apple 

Competitive charity from IBM and Apple 
directed at the nation’s schools is shaping 
the very educational market the two 
giants hope to serve. 
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STUDENT AID 


T wo key competitors in the educa- 
tional computing market — Apple 
and IBM — are shaping computer 
pedagogy as much by their charitable con- 
tributions as by their general manufactur- 
ing and marketing practices. Both compa- 
nies have long been active in devising edu- 
cational applications for their hardware 
and have pioneered as well as followed the 
emerging trends in computer education. 
Apple Computer, Inc., for instance, has 
been associated with educational software 
since 1979, the year the Apple Education- 
al Foundation began operation. IBM Cor- 
poration has patronized university-level 
classes for many years, particularly in 
engineering and other high-tech schools. 
The evolution of educational computing 
casts some light on the current involve- 
ment of these two major contenders for the 
educational market. 

Until recently, the emphasis in educa- 
tional computing was on the computer’s 
ability to relieve teachers of drill and prac- 
tice responsibilities. Early educational ap- 
plications merely duplicated tried and true 
classroom methods. Teacher repetition 
was replaced with computerized repeti- 
tion, particularly in the teaching of math- 
ematics. The programs used straightfor- 
ward question-and-answer formats in 
which incorrect responses triggered a les- 
son review. 

Student access to the computer’s mote 
advanced features has been at the heart of 
the great computer literacy debate. Educa- 
tors disagree about just how technical pre- 
college computer education should be: Is a 
rudimentary understanding of bow com- 
puters work and the ability to make them 
work sufficient to prepare our students for 
the high-tech real world, or must students 
be able to actually write programs? 

The argument for a mote relaxed defi- 
nition of computer literacy appears to be 
gaining ground, and a wide assortment of 
content-specific software, that is, software 
designed to teach lessons in such subjects 
as history or science, has become avail- 
able for this type of application. Just the 
same, most schools with computer labs 


continue to offer classes in programming, 
but more often than not as an elective. 

The most recent development has been 
an increased emphasis on a resource that 
has always been present, though unfortu- 

The act would make 
it profitable for the 
company to put an 
Apple computer in 
every high school in 
the country. 


nately in the background, and one at least 
as powerful as the computer itself — the 
teacher. 

It isn’t difficult to understand why it 
has taken so long to recognize the value of 
the teacher in educational computing. The 
first priority, getting computers in the 
classrooms, has been slow going. In 1981, 
some 700,000 computer units were sold in 
the United States. Only 5 percent, or about 
35,000 units, went to educational mar- 
kets. During that same period, the average 
amount of available computer access time 
for students (not necessarily used) was 9 
hours per year. 

Now that computers have gained a 
slightly better foothold in the educational 
markets, partly as a result of the many 
donations made by manufacturers, the 
roles of the teacher as teacher and comput- 
er as tool are on their way to becoming 
more clearly defined. The two major com- 
puter manufacturers, IBM and Apple, are 
currently vying for teachers’ attention by 
touting their recognition of the importance 
of the teacher in the effective application 
of classroom computers and by inviting 
teachers to participate in the development 
of curricula that use the computer. 

Apples for the Teacher 

The Apple Education Foundation, a 
funding agency tht operates under the 
patronage of Apple Computer, Inc., has 


made a series of grants to support rhe 
development of educational software 
(sometimes called courseware) totaling 
over $1 .5 million in cash and equipment. 
The extensive library of courseware that 
resulted from the foundation’s magnanim- 
ity did much to establish Apple’s image as 
a company strongly committed to educa- 
tion. Its reputation was further strength- 
ened by the enormous amount of publicity 
it received at the time the ill-fated Tech- 
nology Education Act was making its way 
through the 1 982 Congress. Under the act, 
the tax laws governing charitable contibu- 
tions would have been changed to make it 
profitable for the company to put an Apple 
computer in every high school in the coun- 
try. But because Apple’s offer to do so 
was tied to the legislation, the company’s 
grand gesmre became moot when the bill 
died in the Senate. 

With its 1983 grant cycle, called “The 
Teachers Can’t Wait,” the foundation is 
making a deliberate effort to move away 
from courseware development by focus- 
ing its attention on teacher training and 
support. Through its system of grants pro- 
posals, the foundation is searching out 
projects that, building on the existing 
library, will experiment with mote effec- 
tive uses of the courseware. 

The foundation’s new director. Dr. 
Barbara Bowen, is emphasizing three 
major areas: (1) curriculum development 
using innovative applications of the micro, 
(2) systematic evaluation of the effective- 
ness of the new techniques, and (3) the 
development of model teacher training 
sites. According to Patti Barms, associate 
to the director, “We’re now looking at 
how mote effectively and innovatively to 
use the microcomputer within the learning 
process. Through these grants, we try to 
set up model teacher training sites across 
the country that will be networked togeth- 
er and will have access to share ideas and 
resources and provide models of excel- 
lence that show how the micrcxximputer 
can really be a tool for learning in the 
classroom,” 

Of over 1 ,4(X) applications submitted 
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for the 1983 grant cycle, only 12 will be 
chosen for support. Each grant site will 
receive 30 Apple lie’s, 60 Apple disk 
drives, 30 Apple monitors, 4 dot matrix 
printers, 30 AppleLogo and 30 Apple 
Writer He programs, 4 Hayes Micromod- 
em 11s, telecommunications software, and 
other “selected" software. According to 
Barrus, “We’re in the process of negoti- 
ating with some other contributors for get- 
ting other software out to those sites. ’’ The 
targeting of this impressive array of free 
equipment at the teacher training sites 
should be very significant. 

Apples for Kids 

In yet another major effort called ‘ ‘The 
Kids Can’t Wait,” Apple offered a scaled- 
down version of its nationwide offer to the 
state of California. At about the same time 
that California Democrat Pete Stark intro- 
duced the Technology Education Act (also 
known as “the Apple bill”) into the 1982 
Congress, the California legislature, under 
the advocacy of Governor Jerry Brown, 
was working out the details of a similar 
bill that would raise the state’s limit for 
charitable deductions and make it feasible 
for Apple to donate (and write off) a 
microcomputer to each school in Califor- 
nia. The bill passed, and Apple went into 
action. Applications were sent to all qual- 
ifying schools stating that if the school 
wished to participate, a representative 
must ftrst be designated and trained before 
the equipment would be sent. Between the 
months of June and September, Apple 
shipped out one Apple He, one monitor, 
one disk drive, and $2,500 worth of soft- 
ware coupons to 9,300 schools, including 
five systems to each of the TEC (Teacher 
Education and Computer) Centers in the 
state. 

The 15 state-funded TEC Centers serve 
as libraries of computer products that 
teachers can use to give software a trial run 
before making a purchase. The centers 
played an integral part in training the 
school representatives requited by the 
terms of Apple’s offer and, in some 
instances, helped to distribute the 
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materials. When 85 percent of the Apple 
dealerships in the state volunteered to par- 
ticipate, each school was able to have its 
representative trained on the equipment at 
the dealerships or at the TEC Centers 
before the equipment arrived. “It was 
very important that the computer not just 
lie on their doorstep," says Renee Olsen, 
spokesperson for Apple. In addition to the 
training, reps were also given advice on 
curriculum development and explanations 
of the available software. 

“The Kids Can’t Wait" program 
served in some respects as a trial run on the 
state level in the event the Apple bill 
passes (it is expected to appear again in the 
next Congress). One of the chief concerns 
of the bill’s opponents was that the com- 
puters would be sent to schools and gather 
dust since no one would know how to use 
them. Since the last computer was shipped 
in September, it’s still too early to deter- 
mine what effect the donation has had on 
California schools. Whether or not the 
project succeeds and exactly how that suc- 
cess will be measured are two important 
issues. The fact that the importance of 
teacher preparation has been recognized 
and to some extent accommodated is a 
lasting accomplishment. 

The recognition of the importance of 
teachers is probably most critical on the 
precollege level where a student’s study 
habits and perceptions of education are 
first formed. Yet, Apple is also beginning 
to get involved in university-level educa- 
tion. Recently, Apple donated 50 Lisas to 
Brown University in Providence, Rhode 
Island, as the first step in assembling a 
state-wide network, though for the time 
being, they will be used in a campus-wide 
network. According to Apple’s Renee 
Olsen, university-level projects might 
very well become the next wave of activity 
for Apple. “You’ll begin to see a big 
change in the efforts Apple is putting 
toward the university market," she said. 
“The family of products that will be based 
on Lisa technology could be very signifi- 
cant to universities.” 

With that in mind, Apple’s decision to 


offer an MS-DOS add-on for the Lisa sys- 
tem has suggested to some observers that 
the company is about to face IBM in what 
could be a head-to-head battle for a piece 

Apple and IBM are 
shaping computer 
pedagogy as much 
by their charitable 
contributions as by 
their manufacturing 
and marketing, 

of the university market pie. 

IBM, with its long history of involve- 
ment in university-level computer educa- 
tion, seems to be holding its own in the 
charitable donations department. This past 
summer, IBM announced the award of 
$40-tTtillion worth of equipment to 20 
engineering colleges across the country. In 
addition, a joint effort between DEC and 
IBM resulted in a grant of $50 million in 
hardware and support services to Mfr. 

The purpose of these massive grants is 
not entirely altruistic. It’s no secret that 
IBM hopes to benefit in a number of ways. 
Getting feedback on design and securing 
future sales from engineers accustomed to 
working on IBM equipment are just two of 
the possible returns. 

Real-World Education 

IBM has made its presence felt in pre- 
college education as well. Although Big 
Blue doesn’t yet have an extensive library 
of educational software to offer teachers, 
this is no doubt a temporary situation — 
witness the proliferation of software fol- 
lowing IBM’s inspired decision to publish 
the technical information necessary to 
write programs for the PC. However, it is 
IBM’s penetration of the business world 
that is causing, if not waves, then at least a 
few ripples in the world of educational 
computing. 

Educators know that the best way to 


prepare their students for the real world is 
to offer them the opportunity to work on 
real-world equipment. Vincent J. Cirello, 
director of computer instruction for the 
East Meadow Union Free School District 
in New York, is currently investigating the 
possibility of using IBM equipment in his 
district for exactly that reason. 

“We are really concerned with getting 
our students, especially those on the high 
school level, exposed to various types of 
equipment," said Cirello, "We’re inter- 
ested in IBM because we want to intro- 
duce our shidents to a machine that’s had 
such an impact on the market, one that 
they will likely see when they leave school 
and enter the job market." 

Cirello’s district, which includes five 
elementary schools, one junior/senior high 
school, and one high school, first got 
involved with educational computing 
about 4 years ago. They began with a 
selection of Cotrmiodore Pets. “At that 
time," said Cirello, “they were marketing 
a special ‘buy two and gel the third free’ 
deal. We started using them for high- 
school programming classes in FOR- 
TRAN, COBOL, Pascal, and BASIC.” 

Last year, the director decided to 
expand the program to the elementary 
school level. “One of our goals,” said 
Cirello, “in developing the elementary 
school curriculum was to teach problem 
solving, critical thinking, and analytical 
skills. With that in mind, we began to 
investigate software with difiereni varia- 
tions of LOGO and finally the hardware. 
We settled on Apple because we felt it 
would do the job in those areas. They have 
such a large amount of educational soft- 
ware.” 

At the present time, the district has an 
installed base of 175 Apples as well as the 
Comnnodores, a Digital minicomputer, 
and three different w.ord processors. Aside 
from an IBM Displaywriter that is used 
administratively, no other IBM equipment 
is being used in the schrxrls, an arrange- 
ment that might change very soon. “As 
we add on in the word processing lab, our 
first priority is to include IBM equip- 
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ment,” according to Cirello. 

Aside from business skills applica- 
tions, Cirello is also interested in IBM’s 
"Writing to Read" program, an innova- 
tive use of micros in which first-grade stu- 
dents leam to read by learning to write on 
PCs and typewriters. Developed by Dr. 
John Henry Martin under the auspices of 
IBM, the program combines the use of 
PCs, typewriters, tape recorders, and 
wordbooks to teach young children to 
write phonetically in an effort to simplify 
the numerous and often contradictory 
rules of English grammar until the chil- 
dren understand the relationship between 
the written and spoken word. The program 
has been very effective in raising the read- 
ing levels of first graders, in some 
instances as high as one year over their 
grade level — no mean feat when consid- 
ering that most first graders are learning to 
read and write for the first time. 

The "Writing to Read” program is 
indicative of a new approach in education- 
al computing, one that eneourages the 
development of creative applications of 
business-oriented software in an educa- 
tional environment (using word proces- 
sors, for instance, to teach reading and 
writing skills). Proper learning environ- 
ments are, of course, best built by teach- 
ers, not by computer "experts." 

To that end, IBM recently joined forces 
with ETS (Educational Testing Service) of 
Princeton, New Jersey — the administra- 
tors of the SATs — to establish an $8 mil- 
lion model program that draws on teacher 
expertise to develop the PC as a classroom 
tool. 

The project, which officially began in 
March 1983, revolves around 1 ,500 PCs 
donated by IBM to about 80 participating 
high schools in three states. California, 
New York, and Florida. The schools, 
which include both public and private 
facilities, were chosen by ETS to comprise 
a representative cross section of the Amer- 
ican school population. In addition to 
donating the PCs, IBM also provided for 
extensive teacher-training sessions that 
took place over the summer months at four 


teacher-training institutions in each of the 
three states. There, teacher representatives 
from participating schools were taught the 
rudiments of computer operations and, in 

The best way to 
prepare students for 
the real world is to 
offer thenn the 
opportunity to work 
on real-world 
equipment. 

some cases, were invited to take the 
machines home with them to practice on 
over the summer. Since there isn’t a huge 
amount of educational software for the 
PC, teachers were encouraged to develop 
their own packages for lessons using exist- 
ing software and tailoring them to fit in 
original ways. 

Dr. Daniel Brovey, project director at 
the (Jueens College School of Education, 
Office of Microcomputer Use in New 
York, helped coordinate one of the four 
teacher-training institutions in that state. 
The Queens College site was one of the 
largest, with three teachers attending from 
each of the seven public and two private 
schools in the area. 

Dr. Brovey is enthusiastic about the 
nature of the training sessions because par- 
ticipating teachers were required to com- 
pose their own lesson plans rather than 
simply leam how to plug in a program. 

’ ‘The intent of the grant was not to look at 
the programming aspect of computers," 
said Brovey, “and not to look at the con- 
tent-specific software, but rather to exam- 
ine the possibility of using computers as a 
general-purpose tool in all curriculum 
areas." As a result, teachers at the training 
institutions found themselves incorporat- 
ing graphics packages, word processing, 
and even database management systems 
into their lesson plans. 

Brovey believes that with this ap- 


proach, computers have the potential to 
allow students to see the whole “ecology” 
of a particular field of study, that is, to see 
how all the various pieces fit together. He 
pointed out that it is up to the teacher to 
bring his or her expertise in the subject to 
bear through the computer. “This sort of 
teaching," said Brovey, "changes the 
relationship among teacher and student 
and a body of kttowledge.” 

Brovey is pleased that the project was 
designed to be self-sufficient. The dona- 
tion included a subscription to The Source 
network, thereby insuring that all the par- 
ticipating schools will be able to continue 
to share their findings and difficulties 
through that service’s electronic mail fea- 
ture, Brovey is most enthusiastic, howev- 
er, about the level of teacher support, 
which began with the 4-week summer 
training sessions and which will continue, 
as needed, through the funds provided by 
the grant to each of the teacher-training 
institutions. 

This foray into precollege programs is 
as atypical for IBM as Apple’s entry into 
university-level education. The fact that 
these two computer giants have decided to 
pursue similar paths, as far as teacher sup- 
port is eoncemed, bodes well for students 
and educators alike. It is possible that all 
this activity could finally put the educa- 
tional computer in its proper plaee — as a 
tool whose use is determined by teachers, 
not computer experts. The tremendous 
storage capacity and lightning-quick 
search capabilities of the computer could 
allow for completely new and potentially 
effective teaching techniques that were 
simply not possible before its arrival in the 
classroom. As Dr. Brovey said, “We’ve 
taken the first crude steps in technology, 
all of us, and now we’re ready to starxl up 
and see what the ground looks like.” ■ 


Marianne Catmava Scarino, a free-lance 
writer living in New York, has published 
several articles on computer-related sub- 
jects and is a proposal writer for the con- 
sulting engineering firm of Goldman 
Sokolow Copeland. 
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From 

Apple 

To IBM 
And Back 
Again 

The Apple-IBM Connection allows Apple 
users to transfer files to the PC, and vice 
versa; however, it only works 
on ASCII sequential files and requires 
certain hardware. 






CONNECTION 


W hen IBM announced its Per- 
sonal Computer more than 2 
years ago, few would have 


you had to have access to your fomier 
machine. Second, you had to have com- 
munications software for both machines. 


an Apple II. Il-f, lle,orlll;64K RAM; an 
80-column display board (either a CPS 
Multifunction Card from Mountain Corn- 


expected its impact. At that time, the 
acknowledged leader of the microcomput- 
er world was Apple Computer, followed 
closely by Radio Shack. But. thousands 
upon thousands of people jumped aboard 
IBM's bandwagon, leaving their Apples 
and TRS-80s behind, and quickly trans- 
forming IBM from the new kid on the 
block into the new leader of the micro 
market. 

If you were one of those who made the 
switch, it was probably a traumatic under- 
taking. You were faced with not only 
changing machines, but also by the pros- 
pect of moving to a totally incompatible 
operating system, which made all your 
data disks obsolete. After all, you can't 
use an Apple or a TRS-80 formatted disk 
on an IBM PC, or vice versa. 

There was, however, hope for the data 
disks, thanks to the one great leveler of 
microcomputer systems — ASCII. If data 
files could be changed into ASCII files, 
which then could be transferred to the PC 
by modem or null modem (crossover 
cable) then Apple files could be read on 
the PC. 

But, this option immediately presented 
three problems for the PC converts. First, 

Apple-IBM Connection 
Alpha Software Corporation 
30 B Street 

Burlington. Massachusetts 01803 

1-8OO-45I-I0I8 

List Price: $250 

Requirements: IBM PC and Apple II, 
11+ . or lie. For IBM; 96K RAM. one 
disk drive, I/O port. For Apple; 64K 
RAM, one disk drive, either an Apple 
Super Serial card, CCS 7710 card, 
D.C. Hayes Micromodem II card, or 
CPS card from Mountain Computer. 
Modem cable (for same-room 
connection); any acoustic modem or 
any Hayes modem (for over-the-phone 
connection). 

CIRCLE 717 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


and. third, you needed either a null mod- 
em cable (if the two were in the same 
room) or two modems and a good tele- 
phone line. 

None of these problems are insur- 

Alpha provides for 
only one backup of 
the program disk, 
but will sell you a 
replacement disk for 
$20. 


mountable, but they do present enough 
headaches to make the chore of moving 
files from one system to another rather 
tedious. Alpha Software Corporation in 
Burlington, Massachusetts, has solved at 
least the communications problems in- 
volved in transferring files from an Apple 
to an IBM system with its Apple-IBM 
Connection software. 

You will still need an Apple II, 11 + , or 
lie, and a null modem cable or a pair of 
modems, but at least you won't have to 
worry about supplying two software pack- 
ages. The Apple-IBM Connection does 
that for you. Actually, the Apple-IBM 
Connection is little more than a file trans- 
fer program, a function that many commu- 
nications packages on the market can han- 
dle. Its key difference is that it is a com- 
plete, specific package for the Apple and 
IBM PC, which contains the program 
disks needed by the Apple and the IBM 
and the appropriate documentation. 

The menu-driven Apple-IBM Connec- 
tion is very easy to use. On the PC side, all 
you need is an asynchronous communica- 
tions port, a minimum of 64K RAM, and 
a disk drive (96K RAM is better because 
you can run the faster compiled version 
rather than the slower BASIC version of 
the program). On the Apple side, you need 


puter, a CCS model 7710, Apple Super 
Serial Card, or a Hayes Micromodem II); 
a null modem cable; or two acoustic cou- 
plers. 

You also need DOS 1 . 1 for the PC pro- 
gram disk. Although this program will run 
under DOS 2.0, the program disk itself is 
designed for 1X)S I . I . Alpha emphasizes 
this point in the documentation. Since 
DOS I . I programs can work under a DOS 
2.0 system, it is possible to use the pro- 
gram disk with I . I installed on it. even if 
your machine uses DOS 2.0. Therefore, 
you must have DOS I . I available to install 
on the disk. 

The first thing you have to do is install 
the operating system onto the program 
disk. The Alpha disk supplies both a DOS 
routine to handle this function and a meth- 
od of creating one backup copy of the IBM 
disk. You must similarly prepare the 
Apple disk for its side of the Apple-IBM 
Connection and create a backup. Alpha 
provides for only one backup of the pro- 
gram disk, but will sell you a replacement 
disk for $20. 

Alpha prefers that file transfers be han- 
dled directly from machine to machine 
using a null modem, but you can also do it 
with phone lines and modems, although 
this method is a lot slower. If the machines 
communicate directly, you can, with the 
latest program version, transfer files at 
speeds of up to 96(X)-baud, as opposed to 
the 300 to l2(X)-baud limitation imposed 
by modems and phone lines. 

Once you have connected the ma- 
chines, you use a Ctrl-Alt-Del boot to load 
the program into the PC or call AIBM- 
LINK from DOS. 

After the usual sign-on screen, you are 
presented with a master menu, which 
gives you not only a choice of mode, but 
also of the type of link, baud rate, and 
error checking method. 

Your mode choices include send, 
receive, send-compaie, receive-compare, 
master, and slave. You use the send and 
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receive modes in conjunction with the 
master and slave mixles, to send electronic 
mail. Send-comparc and receivc-compare 
arc for transferring files from the Apple to 
the PC or vice versa and are also used in 
conjunction with the master and slave 
modes. The link could be a cros.sover 
cable. Hayes mixieni, or an acoustic cou- 
pler. Error checking is a CHECKSUM 
routine, which checks to make sure all the 
data bytes agree. 

Transferring your Files 

To transfer a file from the Apple to the 
IBM. you must establish communications 
between the machines, determine which 
system will be sending the file (master) 
and which receiving it (slave). You must 
also determine the type of link you will be 
using, the type of error checking (one 
mtxle offers echoing), and the baud rate. 
You can also opt for the default settings, 
and things will work quite nicely. 

If you are transferring a file from the 
Apple to the IBM. then the Apple is the 
master and the PC is the slave. Once you 
make your choices, all you have to do is 
hit the escape key and the words Evaluat- 
ing Communications Link will appear on 
the screen, followed by: Mrxic: Slave. 
State: Waiting. When the link between the 
machines is firmly established, the screen 
displays State: Link Established, and the 
program takes control. Everything is han- 
dled automatieally by the Apple side of the 
connection. 

As you are sitting in front of your PC. 
you will notice some things happening. 
First. Drive A will activate under the pro- 
gram's control, which indicates that the 
information from the Apple is being stored 
as a data file. At the same time, the screen 
prompt changes and indicates how many 
Stentag units have been moved. (Sterzag 
is a name the company used during pro- 
gram development to indicate the amount 
of data moved. It is equivalent to a data 
block 127-bytes long.) 

When transferring the file, you are 
using the send-compare mode from the 
Apple and the receive-compare on the PC. 


Incompatible Apples 

Compatibility among its own machines has been the 
specter haunting Apple for the past several years. 


1 1 you Ihink you have prohlcnis mov- 
ing a 11 Ic iVotti an Apple etwnpuier to 
an IBM Personal Computer, think about 
the problems Apple users have ntoving 
Hies tVt)m one Apple machine to another, 
rwice in the last 5 years or so. Apple 
Computer, ot Cupertino. Calilomia has 
come out with machines that aren't com- 
patible with earlier mcxlels. 

When Apple ininxlucetl its successlul 
II and II 4 series, it had a winner on its 
hands. It became the leading seller in the 
micrxKH>mputei market and a huge indus- 
try developed with it, marketing add-on 
hardware and software. Like the IBM 
PC. the Apple was an open system and 
designers were free to create add-t)n 
boards that increased the functions and 
flexibility to the system, lliird parlies 
wrote software in huge quantities for the 
Apple. 

With this track record, you would 
have expected any new Apples to have 
been compatible with the successful II 
and IP . But. for some unknown reason, 
Apple's business-oriented III was essen- 
tially incompatible with the II. Orantcxl. 
its new Apple SOS (Sophisticated Oper- 
ating System) would operate in a nxxle 
that emulated the IPs system, but the III 
was very slow in this mode, and this 
drawback hardly encouraged II users to 
upgrade to the new machine, especially 
if they had a great deal invested in Apple 
software. 

Although sales of the 111 were ginxl. 
they still couldn't compare with the II 
series and by 1982. well after Apple 
finally decided it needed an upgrade, it 
was time for a new machine. So. Apple 
did what was logical and brought out the 
He, an upgraded, totally compatible ver- 
sion of the venerable II and II ^ series. 
Although the Ill's hardware was serious- 


ly different in souk areas, its o|x:rating 
system was essentially the same, and 
anytine contemplating the change to the 
new' machine from an older nuKiel could 
at least be confident that the software 
base wasn't obsolete. Apple has recently 
announced that it will be making the II! 
totally compatible with the Me. 

Shortly thereafter. Apple brought out 
its highly priced, highly touted Lisa sys- 
tem. based on the powerlul MC'-b8(KX) 
processor, but it. tiH). was incompatible 
with any previous Apple software. Yes. 
it had a wondert ul. but slow , set of total- 
ly integrated programs, but an Apple 
user, contemplating an upgrade to the 
Lisa, would find the software base 
incompatible with the new system. 
Industry analysts recently have specu- 
lated that most established Apple users 
will think twice about making (he 
switch. Hiis pri>blem might be hindering 
Lisa's sales. 

In resfKmse to this problem. Apple is 
likely coming out with a scaled-down 
version of Lisa, called Macintosh, to 
help build a user and software base for 
Lisa. Apple has also announced a com- 
munications package that will enable 
Apple users to port their data Hies over io 
Lisa. (This package has been promised 
for some time and was announced when 
Lisa was introduced.) 

Another factor limiting Lisa's accep- 
tance is its total incompatibility w ith the 
IBM Personal Computer, the standard of 
(he corporate world. .Analysts have noted 
that such is the acceptance of the PC' as a 
standard that many Lortune 5(X) compa- 
nies haven't considered the Lisa as an 
alternative. Apple has noted this pmb- 
lem alM); Apple's president. John .Scul- 
ly. has promised an "M.S-IX)S win- 
dow" in the first quarter. — A. II. 
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File Transfer Alternative 

The Apple-IBM: File Transfer Program is slower than the Apple-IBM Connection 
and works only if the two computers are in the same room. 


T he Apple-IBM Connection isn't the 
only Apple-to-IBM PC file transfer 
program on the market; another is 
Apple-IBM: File Transfer Program from 
Personal Computer Products, of Santa 
Clara, California, It’s a simple file trans- 
fer program and makes no bones about 
telling you that, up front. 

“This program is a file transfer pro- 
gram. It is not a full blown communica- 
tions program. It is not a conversion pro- 
gram. This program will assist you in 
converting programs to the IBM but 
there is no automatic procedure to guar- 
antee that you can convert it. Some pro- 
grams are more easily converted than 
others — some are almost impossible.” 
states its brief documentation. 

Indeed, if you are working with a 
straight ASCII file, you will have little 
problem moving it from the Apple to the 
IBM PC. All you need is a serial port on 
both sides and the special connector that 
is included with the package. This con- 
nector plugs into the serial port of the 
IBM and allows you to run a cable 
directly from the Apple to the PC. 

Remember, since it isn’t a communi- 
cations program (although it can be used 
in conjunction with a communica- 
tions/terminal program), but a file trans- 
fer program, it lacks the ability to create 
any son of remote terminal configuration 
on both sides, so both computers have to 
be in the same room. The arrangement is 
ideal when you have many Apples and 
IBM PCs. It may be less efficient for a 
single user. 

If you have access to both machines, 
then using this program is relatively 
easy. You need an Apple with Apple 


DOS 3.3 and a disk drive (as well as the 
serial port) and a PC with DOS 1 . 1 or 2.0 
and a disk drive. The program material 
comes on a floppy diskette, with one side 
containing the Apple material and the 
other containing the PC material. 

Since this is an Apple-to-PC transfer 
program, the test file (which is sent first 

A program within the 
Apple-IBM: File 
Transfer removes all 
null characters and 
control codes that 
the PC may not 
recognize or that 
might send the PC 
off into some 
computing Never 
Never Land. 

to test the linkup between the Apple and 
the PC), is the first file on the Apple side 
of the link that is used. The PC merely 
acts as a slave unit to the Apple, until 
after all the material is moved from one 
machine to the other. Both serial ports 
must be set to exactly the same parame- 
ters: 300-baud, 8-bit word, no parity, 
and two stop bits. As you can see, this 
program unfortunately doesn’t take max- 
imum advantage of the high data transfer 
speeds (up to 96(X)-baud) under a 
machine-to-machine hookup. 


At first, you may receive a Device I/O 
Error message when you try accessing 
the PC. However, this message should 
occur only once, and afterwards every- 
thing should move forward quickly, with 
little trouble. 

The test file transfer points out a key 
element in the transfer problem, the way 
files are stored on disk. The Apple and 
the PC use different methods of storing 
random data on a disk. In order to make 
the Apple file compatible with the PC, 
all the data is left justified and padded on 
the right with spaces to reach PC record 
length size. Further, you must use a pro- 
gram, included on the PC side of the 
disk, called CRLFADD.EXE. This pro- 
gram removes null characters and con- 
trol codes that the PC may not recognize 
or that might send the PC off into some 
computing Never Never Land. 

The program’s developers urge you 
to compress an Apple file’s data if there 
is a problem with it. That problem is usu- 
ally a null record in the middle of the file, 
which the file transfer program can’t 
read past. This maneuver should help 
straighten out the problem. 

To help eliminate problems with 
codes the PC may or may not recognize, 
the program suppresses certain control 
codes. If it sees a Ctrl-D (ASCII 4), 
which is a hook into Apple DOS, the 
program won’t allow it to be sent. Like- 
wise, the high-bit (ASCII 128-t-4)Ctrl-D 
isn’t sent. 

Also Ctrl-Z (ASCII 26), which the 
PC sees as end-of-file, and the high-bit 
Ctrl-Z are stripped and suppressed in the 
Apple file. This means you can fully 
access the Apple files with an editor. 
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Basically, the PC disk cuntains five 
compiles files. In addition to 
CRLFADD.EXE and HICLEAN.EXE. 
it has a BASCLEAN.EXE utility to 
clean up any high-bit control characters 
in a BA.SIC program file, and an APLT- 
BIBM.EXE file, which allows you a 
bigger program file transfer buffer. This 
file is used with a PC having more than 
96K RAM. 

Overall, the AppIc-IBM: File Trans- 
fer Program is simple. It will handle 
BASIC file transfers. Pascal program 
transfers and ASCII file transfers (which 
arc much easier all around since ASCII 
text files are stored sequentially). It will 
also handle VisiCalc when the file is con- 
verted to a .DIF file with the conversion 
utility. 

"This program won't transfer assem- 
bly language files. If you are purchasing 
this program to convert all your assem- 
bly language game (or other assembly 
language) programs to the IBM PC — 
forget it." According to the manual, 
assembly language programs are nearly 
impossible to convert. 

The documentation itself is only 
about 10 pages long and is quite read- 
able. It presents not only information 
about the prtrgram. but also the theory 
behind it. It also gives you some lips 
about handling file transfers and conver- 
sions (for instance. Apple PEEKS and 
POKES can't be used by the PC because 
the memory structure is different). 

If you are in the market for an Apple- 
PC transfer program and have access to 
an Apple w hich can be directly tied to the 
PC. then you might want to consider this 
SI 29.95 package. — A.H. 
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The situation is reversed if you are moving 
a file from the PC to the Apple. These 
modes allow you to compare the file you 
have just received with the file that was 
sent. 

Equally easy is using the send and 
receive modes to transfer electronic mail, 
which can be done once you have put the 
machines into master and slave modes. 
However, you must use a line editor such 
as EDUN or a text editor such as Word- 
Star to create the electronic mail messages 
you are transferring. 

The Apple-IBM Connection is totally 
menu-driven. The menus ate self-explan- 
atory, so a new user should have little 
trouble handling the program the first time 
around. In fact, the program only allows 
the user to interact with it at the start and at 
the end. The machines themselves handle 
everything else. 

When 1 was transferring some test files 
at 300-baud over a telephone hookup, the 
message “X Sterzag Units Transferred” 
appeared. Since the file transferred was 
short, the whole process was very quick, 
but if the file were much longer, it would 
have been much more efficient to use a 
null modem cable. 

Bugs 

Although this program is easy-to-use, 
its total reliance on system control does 
have a drawback. As I was attempting to 
transfer a second file, the message — Fatal 
Error, Attempting To Reestablish Link — 
appeared. The attempt failed. During this 
time, 1 could not use the keyboard because 
the program was in control, so I had to 
reboot and restart it. Fortunately, my mod- 
em managed to hold the other carrier, but 
every time I attempted to restart the pro- 
gram and receive the file, my PC kept 
unsuccessfully trying to reestablish the 
link. At times like this, a little operator 
manipulation might be helpful. The user 
could try to force a send state and reestab- 
lish the link manually. Alpha should con- 
sider this addition. 

While my system was trying to reestab- 


lish the link, I was particularly discon- 
certed by the cryptic message. Fatal Error. 

It made no mention of what the error 
might be or how to get my system out of 
the loop it was apparently in. 

Despite this problem, the program 
appears largely crash-proof. The pro- 
gram’s built-in error-checking routine fa- 
cilitates error handling. And since you 
can't get in, you can't cause the system to 
crash unless you consciously push FI and 
then X to exit. 

Only ASCII allowed 

It is important to note that the program 
accepts only sequential ASCII file trans- 
fers. (It shouldn't be any real problem with 
ASCII text files since they are usually 
stored sequentially. But any other random 
files on the disk must be made sequential. 
You will probably need a separate utility 
program to determine if your files are ran- 
dom or sequential and another to make 
them sequential.) Binary files won't work, 
as Alpha states clearly in its documenta- 
tion. Any file, whether text or BASIC, 
must be in an acceptable ASCII format. 
And. while this requirement is good in 
most business or personal settings, in 
engineering, scientific, or industrial envi- 
ronments, where binary information is pri- 
marily used, it might not work as well. 

Interestingly, it is po.ssible to transfer 
some machine language program files 
With the Apple-IBM Connection, but you 
must first convert them to BASIC and then 
save them as ASCII files. 

Despite the ASCII standard, some sys- 
tem incompatibility must still be over- 
come. When the PC creates a DOS text 
file (ASCII) the system requires each line 
to have a hard carriage return and a line 
feed at the end. However, Apple uses only 
a carriage return, without a line feed. If 
you were to attempt to transfer a straight 
Apple-created ASCII file, the PC would 
receive it as one long line. Therefore, you 
must use a filter program to add the line 
feeds the PC needs. This program is 
included on the disk that Alpha supplies 
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for the PC as part of the Reform utility and 
is written in BASIC. 

Conversely, to send a text file from the 
PC to the Apple, you must use this pro- 
gram to remove the line feeds and leave 
only carriage returns. It’s not all that dif- 
ficult to do, but it does add a layer of 
potential complication if you forget to use 
the utility. 

Interestingly enough, this program can 
send Apple-created WordStar files to the 
PC and vice versa. Likewise. VisiCalc 
files can also be transferred, if they are 
convened into ,DIF (Data Interchange) 
files. To perform these file manipulations, 
you must first receive the files from the 
Apple and then run them through the 
Reform utility. With this utility, a Visi- 
Calc file will receive the correct .VC 
extension, while a WordStar file will cre- 
ate a .WST extension. On the Apple side, 
the file will appear without a filename 
extension for VisiCalc and as a .TXT file, 
if it was created under Wordstar. 

Unfortunately, the more operations 
performed on a file, the greater the chance 
a data error will occur. But, you really 
have no way around this when trying to 
move from the Apple to the IBM PC and 
vice versa. (It is also possible to translate 
1-2-3 ox Multiplan files, but you must use 
a Lotus utility called Translat or Multi- 
plan's Transfer utility and then the Apple- 
IBM Connection Reform command. It still 
means you have to do several manipula- 
tions to move one file.) 

The Apple-IBM Connection further as- 
sumes that the Apple may have access to 
CP/M, so it includes a utility that converts 
CP/M to DOS, allowing you to create 
Apple DOS 3,3 files from CP/M files. 
You must perform the same type of 
manipulations as those for PC files. How- 
ever, to use this program, you must also 
have the Apple CP/M card. 

Warnings 

Throughout the documentation. Alpha 
makes it clear this program is only for 
ASCII file transfer and nothing else. This 
warning should quickly end any notion 


that an Apple user will be able to move all 
files over, including programs. The docu- 
mentation also points out that Apple 
machine-language programs are machine- 
specific and won’t run on a PC, 

The factor that limits the use of this 
program is the few modems or cards it 


The Apple-IBM 
Connection can’t 
hold an interactive 
conversation with a 
user. 

supports, especially on the Apple side. 
The Apple-IBM Connection can only work 
with Hayes Smartmodem series or Hayes 
Micromodem or acoustic couplers for the 
Apple and supports only Hayes products 
or acoustic couplers for the PC. Computer 
users without access to these modem prod- 
ucts can’t use the program. 

Also, on the Apple side, the program 
will only support a few serial cards in spe- 
cific card slots on the Apple’s mother- 
board, although it will support any PC- 
compatible asynchronous port. 

Another limiting factor is the pro- 
gram’s lack of a terminal mode. The 
Apple-IBM Connection can’t hold an 
interactive conversation with the user at 
the other end. which can be especially 
aggravating if you are using a remote 
hookup and have to talk with the other 
operator. A simple terminal mode should 
have been included in this package. 

The omission forces you to use a text 
editor separately if you are creating an 
electronic mail file for transmission to 
another system. You must exit the pro- 
gram, start the text editor (or EDLIN 
under DOS) write the message, manipu- 
late it through the Reform utility and then 
send it. With a terminal mode built in, 
messages could be sent in real time, rather 
than on a delayed basis. 

On the Apple side, a Message utility 


allows you to create electronic mail mes- 
sages, but you still have to exit the pro- 
gram, call up the utility, write the mes- 
sage, call up the program, and send it. 

Documentation 

On the whole, the documentation for 
the Apple-IBM Connection is very well 
done. Written in a highly readable style, it 
addresses both the new computer user and 
the experienced veteran. 

It tells you more than you’ll probably 
ever want to know about filename struc- 
ture, extensions, and how to manipulate 
those files. The Apple-IBM Connection 
manual is also probably the only one on 
the market that clearly explains what a 
crossover cable is and how it’s used. The 
manual, which comes in an IBM-style 
three-ring binder, has an interesting twist. 
To help someone get into the program 
quickly, it includes a short taped tutorial 
that presents the program in broad 
strokes. 

Alpha Software’s support policies 
seem good, too. When I had to ask a few 
questions. Alpha put me right in touch 
with the correct person and everything was 
handled efficiently. 

The Apple-IBM Connection is poten- 
tially a valuable tool in business, where 
many Apples and IBM Personal Comput- 
ers may have to share data files. Further, if 
an Apple user at home must communicate 
directly with a PC in an office setting, this 
program is also a good investment. 

For single users, though, its use is like- 
ly to be limited unless they plan to keep 
their Apple computers when moving to the 
PC. For a one-shot migration of data files 
from the Apple to the PC and then for use 
as a communications program, users will 
find the program somewhat limiting. If 
you fit this category you would likely be 
better off using a general communications/ 
file transfer/terminal package. ■ 


Alex Holmes is a Boston-based computer 
consultant who writes frequently for pub- 
lications in the consumer electronics 
field. 
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The Apple 
Of ¥)ur IBM 


The Quadlink, an Apple-on-a-circuit card that fits snugly into 
your PC, converting it into an adaptable two-in-one 
microcomputer that can read software for either machine. 


I f the PC has any rival, it’s the Apple 
lie. a machine that’s found a happy 
home in as many places as our favor- 
ite box from Boca Raton. Although for 
sheer computing power, the Apple pales 
beside the PC, it does have one great vir- 
tue: More business and educational soft- 
ware may be available for it than for any 
other personal computer. 

The power edge of the PC makes most 

Quadlink 

Quadram Corporation 
4355 International Blvd. 

Norcross, GA 30093 
(404) 923-6666 

List Price: $680 ($695 for Columbia or 
Compaq, $45 cables only for 
Columbia and Compaq). 

CIRCLE 716 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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worries about software advantages moot, 
except for a single point: The Apple came 
first, and many businesses have them 
already installed and have countless hours 
and keystrokes invested in its software. 
Besides, once people have become com- 
fortable using one computer, getting them 
to switch is about as easy as convincing 
them a trip to the denti.st will be fun. Thou- 
sands of businessmen have their fingers 
welded to Apple keyboards. 

If only the PC could tun Apple soft- 
ware. the world would be a better place. 
Your PC would have more than double its 
present program supply, businessmen 
could dance their fingers across a more 
advanced computer and keyboard, and 
that huge investment in programs and key- 
strokes now stuck on Apple disks would 
be fodder for your PC. All you would have 
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to do is take your favorite Apple program, 
slide it in your PC’s drive slot, and calcu- 
late away. 

But one major mountain blocks the 
way to such true bliss: incompatibility. If 
you do put an Apple disk in your PC, 
you'll fmd it as good as no disk at all. The 
IBM PC cannot read Apple disks, and it 
cannot run Apple programs. 

Genius is hardly required to deduce that 
what the world needs now is some way of 
squeezing Apple programs into the PC or 
vice versa. Of course, the first seems more 
likely than the second. It’s probably much 
easier to detune a race car to amble around 
in the daisies than it is to turbocharge a 
Volkswagen beetle and make it zoom 
away from traffic lights. 

The Quadiam Corporation was able to 
see behind the barriers and has created 
exactly what the doctor, and anyone who 
happens to work with both an Apple and 
an IBM PC ordered: The Quadlink, a 
compact card that drops into your PC and, 
with a little help from the software, turns it 
into an ordinary Apple II. 

A Look at the Quadlink 

The Quadlink itself bulges with com- 
puting power. In fact, it has so much pow- 
er it has to be spread out on a circuit board 
slightly larger than a full-sized PC expan- 
sion card. Every place extra circuit board 
real estate coitid be found, Quadtam 
tacked on more glass-epoxy. The Quad- 
link board rises a fraction of an inch higher 
than normal expansion boards, though not 
enough to interfere with putting the lid on 
your PC. The card dips down next to the 
edge connector that actually makes con- 
tact with the expansion slot and closely 
follows the contours of the PC mother- 
board. It fits as much circuitry as possible 
on a single, one-layer board. 

All the extra area is necessary because 
the Quadlink is no mere expansion card. 
It’s a complete computer that, once 
installed, nestles happily inside your PC. 
On board is a 6S02 microprocessor and all 
the necessary support circuitry, including 
a full 64K of read/write memory. In 



effect, a whole Apple II has been squeezed 
onto the single card, in roughly half the 
space the original takes up. 

Because the Quadlink sports all the cir- 
cuitry of a complete Apple computer, it 
also seems to generate as much heat as a 


The first evaluation 
board that I 
received from 
Quad ram refused to 
work with my 
composite monitor. 


complete computer. I noticed that the inte- 
grated circuit chips on the Quadlink card 
that felt the hottest were all mounted in 
sockets while the cooler chips were sol- 
dered down. 

Overall, however, workmanship and 
design of the Quadlink appear to be veiy 
good. With that said, note that the first 
evaluation board that I received from 
Quadtam refused to work with my com- 
posite monitor. While talking with an 
engineer at Quadram about the problem, 
my eyes wandered over the circuit card, 
and I noticed that a resistor had not been 


properly soldered onto the board. The day 
after I had called, I received a replacement 
Quadlink that worked without a hitch. 

Installing the Quadlink 

Perhaps the most notable aspect of the 
circuit card is its profusion of connectors. 
The Quadlink does not slide into an expan- 
sion slot: it slithers, spreading out its octo- 
puslike arms to connect to almost every 
part of your PC. The Quadlirtk intercepts 
the output of the PC disk drive controller 
and sends its own signals to your disk 
drives. It intercepts your PC’s speaker out- 
put and sends its own signals to your ears. 
The Quadlirtk even comes with a short 
video cable that connects to the output of 
your resident video card (monochtotite or 
color graphics), which connects on the 
outside of your PC. 

Making all of these connections cor- 
rectly proved to be the most troublesome 
aspect of installing the Quadlink. Quad- 
ram rightly advises totally dismembering 
your PC before putting the ungainly Quad- 
link in place. Every card should be 
cleaned out of your PC’s expansion slots 
before you begin installation. 

The octopus nature of the Quadlink 
also dictates which slot it must fill. Since it 
must attach to the ribbon cable running to 
your disk drives, it must be as close as 
possible to the drives. This means the slot 
adjacent to the drive controller (slot num- 
ber four, if you count like IBM does). 

The first challenge of the installation is 
weaving the cable that goes to the drives 
around the other wires that connect to 
them, and then down onto the floor of the 
PC cabinet (so that the drive controller 
card could still be fitted inside the comput- 
er), There seemed no way to get the writh- 
ing, uncooperative cable to lie flat, short 
of creasing it several times in the center 
and folding it over. As it was, even after 
wallpapering the bottom of my PC with 
the disfigured cable as well as my tangled 
fingers could, the wiring still bunched up 
between the Quadlink and drive controller 
card (once the latter was installed). This 
cabling catastrophe meant that neither 
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board was able to properly fit into its slot. 

But tbe biggest problem I had with 
these ribbon cables turned out to be a bit of 
short-sightedness in the design of the 
Quadlink's umbilicals. The cable to the 
disk drives is keyed to fit on a card edge 
connector only one way. This is a wise 
design that prevents your computer’s cir- 
cuitry from smoking should the connector 
be installed 180 degrees away from the 
optimum position, but it meant my disk 
drive cable had to be installed so that the 
ribbon cable leads away from the Quad- 
link card in the wrong direction (away 
from the disk drives). The result is that the 
drive cable must be folded over one more 
time directly under the Quadlink board, 
which shortens the cable’s effective length 
and adds to the cable build-up in the bot- 
tom of the PC. 

The drive cable is not the only one to 
suffer from misdirection. In addition a 
cable must be run from the Quadlink to the 
drive control card. The connector on the 
drive control end of the cable also sends 
the wire straggling 1 80 degrees off from 
the desired direction and requires another 
fold job. Cable installation for the Quad- 
link seemed more like origami than elec- 
tronics. 

The next wire I installed was to the 
speaker. A simple chore; just unplug the 
speaker from its PC-based connector and 
reinstall the wire to the connector on the 
Quadlink card. Then ran a wire from the 
PC connector back to the card. With that 
done, it’s safe to begin stuffing the PC 
back full of all the goodies that were inside 
in the first place. 

Once you’ve got everything glued or 
screwed down, you connect the Quadlink 
to your PC’s RGB or monochrome video 
output and plug your monitor into the 
Quadlink card. Total installation time was 
less than a half hour. (It’s easier to do than 
to explain.) Nonetheless installation is not 
a process that anyone would like to make a 
daily routine. 

Next step in getting the Quadlink up 
and running is software installation. Two 
disks are supplied with the Quadlink: one 


in IBM disk format containing the pro- 
gram that boots the Quadlink system, and 
one in Apple disk formal containing all the 
necessary Apple-compatible software, in- 
cluding Apple’s own DOS 3.3. 

At this point, the manual and reality are 
somewhat at variance. According to the 
manual, merely copying the Quadlink disk 
onto a normal IBM PC system disk and 
using the result as a bool disk will start up 

Put an Apple disk in 
while in the PC 
mode, and your 
computer will think 
that there’s nothing 
there. 


your PC with the Quadlink raring to go. 
My (Juadlink however, was not so eager, 
probably because Quadram neglected to 
put an AUTOEXEC.BAT file on the first 
Quadlink disk I received. 

The disk I received with the replace- 
ment Quadlink circuit board, however, 
had the neces.sary AUTOEXEC.BAT file 
already in place, ready to roll. 

Starting It Lp 

If you buy a Quadlink and it does not 
automatically start as advertised, creating 
such a file should make it work as prom- 
ised. 'The necessary file contains exactly 
one word (Quadlink), and a carriage 
return. You probably use your word pro- 
cessor to create the file, or you can type in 
the word “Quadlink” in response to an 
“A>’’ prompt, and you will be on your 
way to the electronic Big Apple. 

Once you’ve ran the Quadlink pro- 
gram, it’s time to follow the directions on 
the screen. Remove the Quadlink disk and 
insert the other disk supplied by Quadram, 
called tbe Filer. Press AH-Ctrl-A on your 
keyboard, and you enter what Quadram 
calls the "pK-Quadlink" mode. The 
screen reverses (dark becomes light, and 


light, dark), you’re advised to press Ctrl- 
Alt-Del and voila! — your PC has turned 
into an Apple. To return to the realm of the 
PC, press Ctri-Alt-I. You can bounce back 
and forth as often as you like. 

The first thing you’ll see in Apple 
mode is a menu that appears on the screen 
with a list of the utility programs supplied 
on the Filer disk. One of the menu choices 
is the Filer itself, which offers a collection 
of utilities including Catalog (the Apple 
version of the disk directory). Others 
include file copying, deleting, write-pro- 
tecting and un-write-protecting proce- 
dures, disk and IX)S copying utilities, and 
a program for changing the logged disk 
drive. Typing Esc puts you into Applesoft 
BASIC, where, if you’ve been running 
Apples all your life, you’ll feel right at 
home. 

If you’ve never touched an Apple 
before because you have bad memories of 
Eden, Applesoft amounts to a combina- 
tion of both BASIC and DOS, chopped 
into fine pieces and stirred together. Con- 
firmed IBM PC users may feel as if 
they’re caught in the twilight zone. 

Finding myself in a confusing land 
where every DOS command I typed led 
inevitably to a syntax error. I asked my 
friendly neighborhood Apple expert, 
Frank Bican (a microbiologist by day and 
a programmer by night), to drop in and 
give the Quadlink a spin. We worked 
together, and in no time at all made mince- 
meat of half-a-dozen programs. 

The Two for One Sale 

According to the manual, the Quadlink 
board turns your PC into a new computer 
also called the "Quadlink.” Actually, the 
board mms your PC into two computers — 
a PC and an Apple. The two computers 
function independently. You can have one 
program running on one while a complete- 
ly different program is running on the oth- 
er. Your two programs won’t necessarily 
ran simultaneously, however. What hap- 
pens depends on the direction in which 
you shift modes. When you flip from the 
Apple to the PC, the Apple doesn’t stop 
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dead in its tracks, but it keeps on dashing 
through whatever program you’ve stuffed 
into its memory, unless it requires input/ 
output processing. When you flip from the 
PC to the Apple, however, the PC pro- 
gram is put on hold; when you flip back, 
you're at exactly the same spot as 
before. 

Although both the description and pro- 
cess seem confusing, the explanation is 
not. No matter what the mode, your orig- 
inal PC is used for all input/output pro- 
cessing. This means it handles the disk 
drives, the keyboard, the printer, and so 
forth, no matter whether you’re in Apple 
or PC mode. When the Quadlink/Apple 
takes command, the PC is put to work 
helping it out. Consequently, the PC must 
put its own data processing on hold. The 
Quadlink/Apple, on the other hand, 
doesn’t have anything to do when the IBM 
is running, so it can continue processing 
data. The Apple part only jams up with an 
I/O error if the program that is mnning on 
it tries to access a disk, the printer, or the 
keyboard while you’re using that part of 
the PC. In technical terms, the Quadlink’s 
6502 microprocessor uses the PC’s 8088 
for I/O processing. 

The separation between computers is 
both complete and effective. When you 
are in PC mode, a reset — pressing the 
infamous Ctrl-Alt-Del — only resets the 
PC. It does not touch the Apple-cum- 
Quadlink computer. In Apple mode, the 
same key combination resets the Apple 
without affecting the PC. I can’t help but 
salute the engineer who done thunk that 
one up. 

Even the disk drives shift between 
modes. In Apple mode, both drives think 
they’re attached to an Apple. In PC mode, 
they function as IBM drives. Put an Apple 
disk in while in the PC mode, and your 
computer will think that there’s nothing 
there. 

No matter what you may actually have 
for your PC, the Quadlink can only handle 
two disk drives. I have a non-IBM hard 
disk drive that worked flawlessly when the 
Quadlink was in the PC ttKxle, but became 


invisible during Apple emuladon. Similar- 
ly, virtual disks and RAM disks work nor- 
mally in IBM mode but cannot be used by 
the Apple part of the Quadlink. (Data in 
virtual drives stays intact when shifting 
back and forth between modes.) 

With the Quadlink rutuiing, the divi- 
sion between the two computers inside 

I managed to 
transfer an IBM 
WordStar text file to 
an Apple file, but 
reading it through 
Applesoft BASIC 
only revealed 
gibberish. 

your PC’s case is complete. Normally 
they do not share their thoughts with each 
other. Except for an intriguing comment in 
the manual that you can transfer text files 
between IBM and Apple disks, (^adram 
gives you no hint about how to make these 
two independent computers talk to each 
other. The Apple has no idea of what the 
PC is doing, and the PC hasn’t the foggiest 
notion of what’s going on in slot 4. A 
quick consultation with Quadram revealed 
that it is possible to get the two to com- 
municate, but you need the proper soft- 
ware. 

Although still undocumented at the 
time I received my sample Quadlink, the 
necessary program is iiKluded on the 
Quadlink Filer disk (providing the disk is 
dated 10-31-83, or thereafter). An earlier 
date (or none at all) indicates that you do 
not have this valuable program. Quadram 
will supply it free for the asking to early- 
model (^adlink owners. 

The program is called Quadcopy and 
can be run either by selecting it fiom the 
apiHopriate menu or by typing Brun (^d- 
copy at the Applesoft prompt, which is a 
closing square bracket (]). The program is 


self-documenting, which means that if 
you have a modicum of intelligence, you 
can probably figure it out. 

However, shifting text files around 
runs afoul of another compatibility prob- 
lem that has nothing to do with the (2uad- 
link: Word processors use different meth- 
ods of storing characters. I managed to 
transfer an IBM WordStar text file to an 
Apple file, but reading it through Apple- 
soft BASIC only revealed gibberish. I was 
able to transfer an Apple text fUe to a PC 
file and read it through WordStar without 
a hitch. 

When Frank and I attempted to run 
Quadcopy, we discovered an undocu- 
mented feature of the Quadlink. The PC’s 
cursor control pad does not work in Apple 
mode, yet the first menu presented in 
Apple mode advises that you use the arrow 
keys to make your selection from the 
offerings (which include Quadcopy). If, 
when the PC’s cursor keys do not control 
the cursor, your first reaction is like 
mine — to puiKh down the NumLock 
key — you’ll discover that in the Apple 
mode, pressing NumLock moves the cur- 
sor forward and pressing the backspace 
moves the cursor backwards. 

This limited cursor control is no great 
problem when picking a favorite from a 
menu, but one of the first programs my 
friend Frank decided to try was his global 
program editor. The two-key control makes 
using a global editor about as enjoyable 
for the fingers as a walking tour of the en- 
tire planet earth would be for your feet. 

Dedicated PC users not privy to the 
secrets of the Apple will make another 
unwanted discovery. In Apple mode, 
there is no lowercase. The only way to pry 
lower case from the Quadlink’s character 
ROM chip seems to be with a CHR$ com- 
mand. If you try this, you’ll find that there 
are indeed lowercase characters locked 
inside the (^adlink and, compared to 
Apple’s characters, they look good. They 
even sport true descenders, a feature 
Apple believes is unnecessary. 

Frank toted along with him a tower of 
his favorite Apple program disks, and we 
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were amazed that the overwhelming 
majority of them ran without a problem. 
There were even a few surprises. Frank 
made calls to the Apple monitor, which, 
on the Apple, peeks inside the Apple's 
ROM. They worked fine on the Quadlink. 
Frank has written a large number of pro- 
grams he uses on his Apple at work, and 
every one of his compiled and interpreted 
Applesoft programs ran on the Quadlink 
flawlessly. He did note that an interpreted 
program that runs on his Apple II-H in 40 
seconds took a full minute on the Quad- 
link, but the same program compiled runs 
in 7 seconds on either machine. The Quad- 
link was happy to display Apple graphics 
and even played Apple music through the 
IBM PC speaker. It worked and played 
just like a real Apple computer does. 

Not All Apples 

Quadram claims that the Quadlink/PC 
combination will run a wide variety of 
Apple programs, but not every Apple pro- 
gram. Any program that requires a special 
peripheral, such as a special Apple expan- 
sion card, will not mn on the Quadlink. 
There's simply no place to plug in the 
peripheral. Currently, the Quadlink will 
not mn Apple programs requiting an 80- 
column text display, but Quadram is 
working on the necessary software. 

Quadram says the Quadlink will mn 
UCSD p-System programs for the Apple 
on one condition: Your PC must have two 
disk drives. On Apple computers, the p- 
System always looks for a second drive. If 
it doesn't ftnd one on a real Apple system, 
the search just “times out,” and the pro- 
gram starts running. This doesn’t happen 
with the Quadlink, so the programs just 
hang up indefinitely. Frank tried disks 
zero and three of his Apple Pascal Com- 
piler Version 1.1 and was not successful. 
These disks are for a single-drive Apple 
system, but will work on a two drive sys- 
tem if the second drive is not ready. In 
other words, our results confirmed Quad- 
ram’s claims. 

According to Quadram, copy-protected 
programs cause Quadlink's biggest prob- 


lem. Many Apple programs are copy-pro- 
tected by half-tracking (the protected pro- 
gram causes the disk drive read/write head 
to skate across the disk half-a-track at a 
time). In essence, part of the program is 
written in between the normal tracks. The 
process works fine with Apple disk drives, 
but the read/write head of the PC drives 
are so big that half-tracking is impossible. 

No amount of 
coaxing could elicit 
hues other than 
black and white 
from the composite 
output of the 
Quadlink. 

So half-tracked programs cannot be used. 
According to Quadram, some programs 
published by Broderbund Software, Siri- 
us, Budge Company, and Stoneware (in 
particular DB Master) are copy-protected 
by half-tracking and will not ran on the 
Quadlink/PC system. We tried Btoder- 
bund's Serpentine and confirmed that it 
would not run. We got as far as the open- 
ing display and then the Quadlink januned 
up and required a reset to do anything 
else. 

The PC side of the Quadlink’s two 
modes has a compatibility problem, 
because the Quadlink is quite hardware 
specific to the IBM PC. A PC-clone is not 
an IBM PC, so don’t expect the Quadlink 
to ran on your non-IBM computer, unless 
you happen to own either a Compaq or a 
Columbia. The (^adram factory has tried 
out both of these PC-clones and found that 
they worked successfully. However, each 
one requires special cables, which are 
available separately or in conjunction with 
the (^dlink board. Further, the (^adlink 
will not operate the Compaq’s internal 
monitor, although it will operate an exter- 
nal monitor. 

Even inside a real IBM PC. the Quad- 


link has some particular needs. Specifical- 
ly, the manual advises that the (^adlink is 
only guaranteed to operate properly with 
genuine IBM or Quadram expansion 
boards. However, my PC is stuffed with 
extra memory and a color/graphics adapt- 
er, neither of which is Quadlink- 
approved, but so far. the memory and the 
adapter work fine. In fact, in the PC mode, 
all of my IBM PC’s peripherals functioned 
properly, except for the color of the on- 
screen displays. 

I use a medium-resolution composite 
color monitor instead of a top-dollar RGB 
monitor. When I tried my color monitor, 
no amount of coaxing could elicit hues 
other than black and white from the com- 
posite ouqxit of the Quadlink. On a mono- 
chrome monitor brightness levels ap- 
peared to be somewhat scrambled when 
using the composite output. I checked and 
made sure that true colors were available 
on my color/graphics adapter’s composite 
output. I was unable to determine whether 
the colorlessness of my display was a 
compatibility or a (^adlink problem. 

Quadlink as Art 

Overall, I found the (^adlink to be 
amazing — pressing a few keys changed 
one computer into another and back again. 
As with any work of art or even with a 
masterpiece, if you look hard enough, 
you’ll find flaws. But the whole of the 
work transcends these flaws and becomes 
something of great value. 

If you want to make a transition from 
the world according to Apple to the world 
according to IBM, the Quadlink will make 
the going much easier. You can transfer 
all of your valuable text files, from client 
lists and form letters to novels and instruc- 
tion manuals, from one disk format and 
computer to another. If you have Apple 
programs that you still regularly use but 
want access to both the IBM PC’s power 
and library with only one machine clutter- 
ing your desk, the Quadlink is the perfect 
solution. If you have a PC at work and an 
Apple at home, the Quadlink will bring 
the two together, for better or worse. ■ 
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COVER STORY/ ROBERT T. FERTIG 


Is IBM 
TheW)rm 
In Apple’s 
Future? 

Apple’s rags-to-riches story is unrivalled in 
any industry, but changing market 
demands and competition from IBM 
represent clouds on the horizon. 





APPLE’S FUTURE 


P opular American mythology as- 
sumes that the kid who starts on 
the bottom of the heap and, 
through hard work and intelligence, fights 
his or her way to the top usually gets to 
stay there. However, Apple Computer 
Inc., the microcomputer industry's rags- 
to-riches fairy-tale company, may not be 
so lucky. 

Almost $10 billion worth of desktop 
and personal computers were sold world- 
wide in 1983, $6 billion worth in the Unit- 
ed States. Conservative estimates indicate 
that sales will grow to some $22 billion by 
1986, of which the United States will 
account for some $13.5 billion. There's a 
lot of money out there, and until very 
recently, Apple Computer was taking in a 
veiy large proportion of that money and 
they hope to continue to do so. 

Apple's remarkable performance is 
unmatched by other companies. Admit- 
tedly, in the early years of its existence, 
Apple's growth was slow, with annual 
revenues of just $800,000 in 1977, But the 
company's fortunes began to skyrocket 
with growth rates of 915 percent and 509 
percent in 1978 and 1979, respectively. 
Revenues in 1979 reached nearly $48 mil- 
lion. 

At that point, Apple was being cited in 
every news story that referred to micro- 
computers. Apple computers were not 
only accepted hy the public as reliable, 
easy to use, and fully supported, but its 
hardware and software products were suc- 
cessfully marketed to educational institu- 
tions. 

The rate of Apple's corporate growth 
began to slow in 1 980 and 1981, although 
revenues climbed to nearly $335 million in 
1981. Apple may have reached the top of a 
classic slanted-S curve. Revenues in- 
creased by "only” 74 percent in 1982 and 
69 percent in 1983, peaking at $983 mil- 
lion. 

Of course, Apple now has an installed 
base of well over one million machines, 
which provides a continuing stream of 
add-on, upgrade, and replacement busi- 
ness, especially in software sales. In addi- 


tion, a large and capable community of 
third-party vendors provides a broad array 
of add-on (and modification) hardware 
and software products for Apple's person- 
al computers. While some of Apple's 
products are in direct competiuon with the 
look-alikes, it is this total expanse of 
Apple-compatible peripherals and soft- 
ware which is the real Apple image. 

That image helped Apple sales grow 
from less than $1 million to nearly $1 bil- 
lion in just 6 years. That's phenomenal — 
but not sustainable. 


The PC had a very 
good supply of 
third-party software 
waiting when it 
arrived on the 
scene. 


IBM; Riches to More Riches 

As Apple's growth started to slow, 
IBM made its own small miracle on the 
personal computer market. According to 
Frank Gens, senior analyst for the Y ankee 
Group, a Boston-based market research 
and consulting firm, one major reason the 
PC did so well was that "it was from IBM. 
When the software vendors saw IBM was 
coming out with a PC, they thought, ‘The 
IBM logo will do very well, therefore I'm 
going to write applications.' So the PC 
had a very good supply of third-party soft- 
ware waiting when it arrived on the 
scene. 

“A second effect was the perception on 
the part of the PC-buying community that 
the IBM logo would guarantee longevity 
in the market. That's very important in 
light of the departure of a number of com- 
puter vendors in the recent past. Nobody 
wants to buy the high-tech version of the 
four-track tape player." 

In 1983, Apple tried to regain its 
momentum by introducing its new Lisa 


microcomputer. Although Apple spent 
nearly $50 million to develop it, Lisa did 
not do as well as expected. Apple shipped 
approximately 15,000 units in 1983, less 
than a third of its target of 50,(X)0. The 
Apple He has been more successful, with 
about 70,000 of these units shipped per 
month. But the Apple 10 has also been a 
disappointment, largely due to technical 
problems at the starting gate. 

Why the problem with the heavily 
advertised Lisa? It was introduced with a 
6-month delivery time, software capabili- 
ties that were limited to the Lisa itself, and 
a $9,995 price tag. Lisa was pulled back 
and made compatible with other Apple 
software, and the price was lowered to 
$8,190, but the damage was done. 

Widespread leaks about the upcoming 
introduction of Macintosh, a smaller, low- 
er-priced version, also affected Lisa's 
sales. Many prospective customers liked 
the functional richness of Lisa but felt that 
they might as well wait and see what Mac- 
intosh was all about (which should be 
known by the time you read this article). 
Moreover, Apple III prospective custom- 
ers who preferred Lisa but couldn't justify 
its higher price were also waiting for Mac- 
intosh. 

In effect, Apple “shot itself in the 
foot” by not keeping Macintosh secret. 
Additionally, during this period, IBM 
introduced its PC-XT, XT/370, 3270 PC 
and PCjr, further worsening Apple’s com- 
petitive position. More recently, Tandy 
introduced its TRS-80 model 20(X), claim- 
ing a nearly three-fold increase in perfor- 
matKe over the PC-XT. 

And while Apple was stumbling along, 
IBM began to hit its stride. IBM, which in 
1980 had a zero share of the microcom- 
puter market, is now widely recognized as 
one of its leaders, and when 1983 market 
results are calculated, we may leam that 
IBM has officially taken over the number 
two position. IBM’s MS-DOS operating 
system has become the standard for 16-bit 
personal computers, an unprecedented 
amount of support has been supplied by 
outside software and hardware vendors. 
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and the PC has almost single-handedly 
transfoimed the personal computer from a 
novelty item to a basic piece of business 
equipment. By the end of 1983, IBM had 
shipped almost one million PCs to users 
ranging (iom schools to small businesses 
to large corporations. 

Price Competition Hurts 

Apple’s success was based on the busi- 
ness/home market and the professional 
and small business markets. Because it 
was there first and because of the huge 
market potential, Apple was able to 
achieve market leadership and tremendous 
growth while maintaining high profit mar- 
gins. However, these market segments 
have now become fiercely price-competi- 
tive. Attempting to preserve its margins 
has caused much of Apple’s product line 
to become overpriced, and competitors ate 
making substantial inroads. 

Price wars have cut deeply into Apple’s 
profitability. Other companies came in 
and offered mote performance for the 
same dollars. For example, the Apple He 
and HI computers mn in the $2,000 to 
$5,000 price range, and the new Lisa hov- 
ers in the $5,000 to $10,000 area. IBM’s 
PC with all the trimmings comes in at 
about $5,000 and the PCjr starts at about 
$1,200. And Commodore’s computers 
cost an average of $150 to $500 each. 
Apple now faces trying to preserve its 
margins while maintaining competitive 
prices and market share. 

Higher margins can be realized by sell- 
ing more complex and expensive equip- 
ment to medium- and large-sized busi- 
nesses and other organizations. In this 
market, extreme pricing pressures ate 
somewhat tempered by the value placed 
on support and maintenance. In addition, 
the value of individual sales is higher. This 
can be an extremely lucrative market, and 
Apple is attempting to restructure itself 
and its dealers to penetrate it. 

However, there are major problems. 
Apple achieved its present success using a 
loosely controlled and, at times, poorly 
disciplined collection of retail outlets and 



Apple is walking a 
tightrope between 
upgrading its sales 
facilities and losing 
the dealers it 
depends on. 

distributors. The company’s organization- 
al structure is tailored toward supporting 
dealers and, to some extent, value-added 
resellers and original equipment manufac- 
turers. Apple does not have an effective 
organization geared toward directly mar- 
keting, supporting, and selling its comput- 
ers to medium-sized and large organiza- 
tions. It is now making meaningful 
attempts to change that siniation. 

A Major Change of Direction 

In response to its new competition and 
the promise of the emerging market in 
office automation, Apple’s new business 
plans are forcing its dealers to respond. 
These plans require dealers to allocate 
floor space to demonstration rooms and 
training facilities as well as to stock addi- 
tional Apple systems, hire outside sales 
representatives, and commit to calling on 
medium-sized and large corporations. 

Apple is not only getting tough with its 
recognized distributors, it is cracking 
down on the mail-order houses who want 


to buy Apple products at a discount and 
sell them to the mass market. Apple feels 
that its customers are not serviced properly 
under these conditions and that the com- 
pany image would be tarnished. Apple has 
instimted legal proceedings against the 
mail-order companies and. so far, it has 
won. 

How dealers will respond to these new 
policies is uncertain. Apple is walking a 
tightrope between upgrading its sales 
facilities and losing the dealers it depends 
on. Apple has faced defections and even 
some litigation problems from dealers 
who resent the policy changes. 

In addition, Apple may need more than 
disciplined dealers to make large inroads 
into the medium-sized and large corpora- 
tion market. Potential corporate customers 
are generally reluctant to deal with inde- 
pendent retailers. They are looking for 
specialized help and highly professional 
support services from a network of trained 
salespeople. IBM has about 8,400 sales- 
people and 650 sales branches in the Unit- 
ed States, but Apple has only 100 sales- 
people and 1 2 branches. 

New Products for New Markets 

In addition to developing a new class of 
dealers. Apple must develop larger and 
different products and place mote empha- 
sis on business-oriented software, 
communications, and networking. In this 
market Apple competes with the en- 
trenched suppliers. IBM’s success with 
the PC and PC-XT exemplifies the pow- 
erful forces with which Apple must con- 
tend. In addition to IBM. Apple must face 
Wang, DEC, Hewlett-Packard, Texas In- 
struments, Tandy, Xerox. Commodore, 
andahostof smaller competitors. Abroad, 
Apple confronts the Japanese (NEC, Oki, 
Fujitsu, Hitachi. Sharp), who have the 
benefit of favoritism in their own country 
plus the international experience of their 
worldwide trading companies. In Europe, 
Olivetti, Philips, Triumph Adler. Nixdorf, 
and many other indigenous firms are pow- 
erfully established. 

IBM, on the other hand, does not mere- 
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ly exploit foreign markets; it successfully 
integrates itself into the economy and fab- 
ric of each nation. In countries such as 
France, IBM not only sells its products, it 
conducts research and development, man- 
ufacturing, and import/export activities, 
employing local management personnel 
and thousands of workers. Thus, IBM can 
claim to be a national asset as well as an 
American multinational company. 

This has been a strategic weapon of 
immeasurable importance for IBM. A 
general mie for marketing abroad in high- 
ly competitive markets is that you can 
either be profitable or you can establish 
yourself in a new market and grow — but 
not both. Apple, which does not already 
have an important presence abroad, might 
find establishing one a slow, expensive, 
and high-risk proposition. 

Other considerations impede Apple's 
adjustment to the current market. Many 
forecasters believe that in the future, per- 
haps within the next 5 years, the hardware 
component of personal and small-business 
computers, intelligent computer termi- 
nals, word processors, and professional 
workstations will become virtually identi- 
cal, differentiated only by optional soft- 
ware and peripherals. 

In the business market, compatibility 
with IBM (and perhaps other) host proces- 
sors will be a necessity. The compatibility 
problem is vital to Apple’s access to the 
market. Apple must provide access to 
IBM systems competitive with the access 
IBM provides for its own PCs. As a start 
in this direction. Apple is expected to sup- 
port MS-DOS as an option in the near 
future. 

According to Frank Gens, Apple’s best 
bet may be to stick with its traditional mar- 
ket of home and small-business users rath- 
er than venture into the world of the For- 
tune 1000. “There are clearly going to be 
very strong ties between mini-sized and 
personal computers. But Apple doesn’t 
offer a minicomputer. They’re trying to 
grow from the bottom up by offering 
workstations. But what happens when 
some workstation users want to cluster 



In the future, the 
hardware 
component of 
personal and small- 
business computers, 
intelligent computer 
terminals, word 
processors, and 
professional 
workstations will 
become virtually 
identical. 


around a larger system?” 

While IBM is not going to let up on the 
personal computer market, especially con- 
sidering its recent introduction of such 
machines as the 3270 PC and the PCjr, 
Gens thinks that it will also pay a great 
deal of attention to the large-business 
community. “It will integrate its personal 
computer products more tightly with larg- 
er IBM systems,” he says. “This is a key 
strategy in controlling Fortune l(X)0 com- 
puter sales, and if IBM can provide hooks 
between the PC and larger systems, that is 
an excellent way to elevate an already 
established advantage. 


“This can tie into the movement of the 
personal computer from an entirely open 
operating system to proprietary hardware 
and software — as in the IBM XT/370, 
where you put in three boards that allow it 
to tun an IBM-proprietary operating sys- 
tem. Nobody else makes that operating 
system, or IBM 370 compatible hard- 
ware.” By giving a personal computer 
mainframe capabilities, IBM can provide 
lop corporations with services that Apple 
cannot imitate. 

Gens feels that Apple can still hold its 
own if it sticks to its guns. “Apple can be 
much more successful in the middle-sized 
to small companies, and they can do very, 
very well. But they’re up against some 
stiff competition. I think that IBM will be 
fairly competitive in the low-end personal 
computer market, but I don’t think it’ll be 
the price performance leader. IBM is rath- 
er fiscally conservative. There is a man- 
date to get x-percent return on investment 
on ail of its products. Typically, that pre- 
cludes it from being the lowest priced sup- 
plier on the market. 

“Us costs will probably be lower than 
Apple’s other competitors because of the 
volumes they’ll be shipping, which would 
suggest that the pricing would be lower. 
But IBM typically looks for a higher 
return on its products. For example, in 
some ways the PCjr has been priced very 
aggressively compared to an Apple He, 
but it is more expensive than something 
like the Coleco Adam.” 

1984 is a critical year for Apple. The 
decisions that Apple executives make in 
the next 12 months will have a crucial 
effect on the future of the company. They 
may well determine whether Apple con- 
tinues to hold its rank among the world’s 
top nucrocomputer manufacturers. ■ 


Robert T. Fertig is the founder and pres- 
ident of Enterprise Information Systems. 
Inc., a consulting, research study, and 
forum organization company in Green- 
wich, Connecticut. He also writes col- 
umns for several newspapers, reports, 
and newsletters. 
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APPLICATIONS/MARTIN PORTER 


Merging 

Medicine With 
TheMiciD 

A software development firm called Trinity Computing Systems 
installs microcomputer systems in hospitals where mainframes 
and minis had been a long tradition. 



James Pritchett and Dana Sellers of Trinity Computing. 


I n the intensive care unit (ICU) at Ben 
Taub Hospital in Houston, Texas, the 
patients themselves are nearly indis- 
tinguishable beneath the breathing appara- 
tus, monitors, tubes, and life support 
devices required to keep their bodies func- 
tioning. But at least one face is familiar on 
this ICU: the PC-XT. Though a relative 
stranger to these environs, this microcom- 
puter is appropriately antiseptic-looking, 
housed in a white linoleum, formica, and 
latex room. At Ben Taub ICU the IBM XT 
has become as much a part of the care and 
treatment of traumatized patients as the 
oxygen tanks, heart monitors, and the 
intravenous infusion. 

Ben Taub is one of about thirty hospi- 
tals across the country that has installed 
computer systems with the help of a soft- 
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ware development firm called Trinity 
Computing Systems, in Houston, Texas. 

Trinity was foimed with the idea that 
the merging of medicine and the micro 
was not as impossible as some medical 
professionals and hospital bureaucrats be- 
lieved. President Jim Pritchett and his 
partner Dana Sellers were both IBM 
employees in Houston during the 1970s 
and had sold mainframe computers to 
many of the oil barons who were building 
glass skyscrapers downtown. 

“We recognized an opportunity,” Prit- 
chett related. “At IBM everywhere you 
went you saw a CRT. In hospitals things 
were dramatically different. Computers 


were limited to accounting or to the hotel- 
like functions of administration. Clinical 
applications were for the most part 
neglected, and if any were used at all, they 
were the more expensive minis and main- 
frames. 

“In fact, there was one hospital admin- 
istrator in town who was proud that he had 
never laid a fmger on a micro in his life. I 
realized things were changing though 
when I saw a classified ad in the local 
newspaper for a hospital looking for a 
computer technician with micro experi- 
ence.” 

Trinity’s original plan was for hospitals 
to use microcomputers in a local area net- 


work (LAN) for both clinical and admin- 
istrative duties. The company’s first prod- 
uct, which was based on the Nestar Plan 
4(X)0 LAN, was called CardioNet. This 
test and information analysis network for a 
hospital cardiology department features a 
cath lab support system, an echocardiolo- 
gy support system, critical care support 
system, pacemaker follow-up system, 
stress test analysis and administrative sys- 
tem. The network was designed for use on 
the Apple II. 

No Success with Apples 

At first the company experienced lim- 
ited success, much of which was caused 
by the name of the micro itself. At the 
time, the Apple II was the only game in 

People look at the 
IBM PC as a 
diagnostic tool not 
as a microcomputer. 

town, and in a medical community accus- 
tomed to IBM mainframes and DEC min- 
is, it was considered strictly a toy. 

When the IBM PC was introduced in 
1982 Trinity immediately translated all its 
software to MS-DOS and converted its 
networks to the IBM PC. It continues to 
maintain and service Apple clients, but it 
hasn’t sold a single Apple network 
since. 

Pritchett said, “People look at the IBM 
PC as a diagnostic tool not as a microcom- 
puter. It gave us the credibility we needed 
with the hospitals. From a technical side 
there were advantages, too — increased 
memory, speed — but, frankly, the real 
plus was in marketing. With IBM we have 
encountered fewer barriers.” 

In working with hospitals Trinity had 
more than brand name awareness to con- 
tend with. Digital Equipment Corporation 
minis have long been entrenched in hospi- 
tals, and, according to some physicians, 
this company is even better known in the 
medical setting than IBM. It was up to 


A Radiology Network 

Trinity Computing Systems presents a new 
microcomputer LAN for hospital use. 


O ne of the more specialized hospital 
services now being addressed by 
software manufacturers is radiology. 
T rinity Computing Systems recently pre- 
sented a new microcomputer network 
called Radiology Support System, which 
should radically increase the efficiency 
of hospital X-ray units. 

Trinity, which introduced its new sys- 
tem at the Chicago meeting of the Radio- 
logical Society of North America last 
November 13th, has specialized in med- 
ical computer systems since its inception 
in 1 98 1 . It has already provided the med- 
ical community with computer networks 
such as Cardionet (which tracks all the 
support systems needed by a cardiology 
team), the Radiology Teaching File 
(which offers patient case material for 
research and education purposes), and 
one for an ICU (see accompanying arti- 
cle). 

Its newest package. Radiology Sup- 
port System, was developed to facilitate 
the maintenance of patients’ X-ray files. 
Using an IBM PC with single floppy 
disk drive, a Nestar local area network, 
bar code readers, and a printer, hospital 


staff members can record information 
about each patient and keep them on-line 
for immediate access. It also helps track 
transfers of X-ray films, which can be 
easily mislaid or misfiled. A bar code 
printer is u.sed on patient files to identity 
physicians, floors, and clinics — thus 
enabling administration staff members to 
keep a steady record of who has walked 
away with which folder. 

According to Trinity’s Dana Sellers, 
the Radiology Support System will soon 
be adding other features, giving it the 
capability to handle scheduling, room 
utilization, patient tracking, and quality 
control for X-ray films. She also stated 
that among the five or six similar sys- 
tems that were introduced at the confer- 
ence, Trinity’s is unique. “This is the 
only one that utilizes local area network- 
ing," she said. "The others all use mini 
rather than micrcx;omputers. ” This. 
Sellers added, allows hospital staffs 
more modularity and provides for a low- 
er entry level price, a serious consider- 
ation for small hospitals coping with a 
tight financial climate. 

— Barbara KrasnofT 
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When you're ready to learn more about computers, 
you're ready for Ashton-Tate books. 

We've assembled a rapidly-growing library of micro- 
computer-related books that SSjat/ltorthe" 

cover the why's and wherefores F,rst-Time User 
of computing, not just ^ 

the how-to's. 

Whether you're 
a novice or a techie, 
you'll find that 
Ashton-Tate books 
are a quick, eco- 
nomical way to 
help you get the most 
your computer. 


Thmush The Mkromaze, by Wayne Creekmore 
Micros made simple. 64 pages of colorful and 
helpful Ulustrations, diagrams and visual aids, all 
designed to make computers less intimidating. 
Suggested retail price $9.95. 

Reference Encyclopedia for the IBM*' Personal Computer , 

by Gary and Karen Phillips Now in its second 

edition, this 2-volume set gives PC owners the 
meaning behind the manuals. Plus current infor- 
mation on compatible hardware and software for 
the IBM PC and XT.™ 1,000 pages. Suggested retail 
price $69.95. 

Data t^nasement for Professionals , by Bryan Lewis 
How data management can be applied to different 
fields— medicine, law, dentistry, pharmacy. 
Suggested retail price $15.95. 

Everyman's Datab^ Prirtter , byRdxrtA. Byers 
Con^e. Witty. Ranges from how to turn on a 
computer to how to design a relational database 
system. Suggested retail price $19.95. 
dBASE IT” for Ewry Business , by Robert A. Byers 
Information-filled follow-up to "Everyman's 
Database Primer." Includes dBASE 11 applications 
development, debugging, documentation. 
Suggested retail price $19.95. 

Application furKtion A unique reference guide to 
specialized dBASE n applications— 14 different 
fields, including insurance, legal, medical and 
financial. Suggested retail price $19.95. 


System Design Guide, Eeaturins dBASE W 
by Ron Freshman Provides a step>-by-step approach 
to the design of data management s)«tems. Suggested 
retail price $18.50. 

dBASE 11 Guide for Small Busines^ * by Robert T. 
Schadewald A host of practical dBASE II programs 
to help run a small busmess. Hints on customizing 
particular applications. Suggested retail price $24.95. 

IBM PC Public Do^in Software , Vol. I* by Gary Phillips 
Guide to public domain software currently available 
for the IBM PC. Selected program reviews. 

Suggested retail price $24.95. 

Advanced Prosp^mer's Guide ,* by Jay Hanson, Thomas 
Rettigand Luis Castro Culmination of problem- 
solving experiences as well as latest developments in 
dBASE II language. Suggested retail price $28.95. 

Ashton-Tate books are available at computer and 
software stores and at nrany bookstores. For the name 
and location of your nearest Ashton-Tate dealer, 
contact Ashton-Tate, 10150 West Jefferson Boulevard, 
Culver City, CA 90230. (213)204-5570. 


^HTON -TOE 


dBASE II for the First Time User * 

by Alan Freednuin A highly visual introduction to data ‘Early 1984 release. AsK your dealer or AshtonTate for details on availability. 

management for computer novices. Suggested retail 

price $19.95. ® AshtonTate 1984 
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$1495 for a complete 10 megabyte hard 
disk system is a good deal — but not if 
you need 23 megabytes of storage! 

That's why our 23 megabyte hard disk system is priced at only 
$2249. And for another $895, you'll get 23 megabytes of tape 

backup security. 


The Pegasus 10 and 23 come complete with 
all the software and hardware you need to 
start operations. 

If you've outgrown the storage capabilities of your IBM 
PC or compatible computer but haven't grown into the 
giant pricetags on 10* or 23-megabyte hard disk systems, 
you're in for a surprise. 

The price on these complete systems featuring the lat- 
est components just reached on all time low! 

And you get everything you need to start working on 
your hard disk system: 

■ Top quality formatted fixed hard disk (ST506 
com|xitible) 

> Top quality controller cord 

■ Software that runs on DOS 1 . 1 and 2.0. CP/M 86 

■ Host adapter 

■ Integral power supply 

■ Cables 

■ External custom chassis with additional space for 
either our tope backup, another hard disk, or floppy 
disk drive. 

■ 90 day warranty 

What's the catch? 

There is none. It's a simple matter of economics. 
Pegasus saw the growing need for mass storage, made a 
commitment to fill this need, purchased thousands of the 
finest quality hard disks, and is now passing the good 
deal along to you. 

The only thing you may be missing in buying the 
Pegasus instead of the IBM XT expansion chassis is 


something you may not need in the first place: eight ex- 
pansion slots, a communications cord, three little ini- 
tials, and an extra $1,000 to $2,000 out of your pocket. 

But don't I need a tope backup for all that 
storage? 

We recommend it! That's why we're offering you the 
same great deal on a V^" cartridge tope backup. We've 
watched other companies offer 10 and 20 megabytes of 
storage and forget about the backup altogether. Our 
tape backup, which carries a 90 day warranty, retails for 
just $895 — a small price for over 23 megabytes of for- 
matted storage and lots of peace of mind. 

Where con I buy a Pegasus hard disk 
system? 

Pegasus systems ore available only through dealers. 
So contact the dealer in your area who sells IBM PC or 
compatible computers. If he doesn't hove Pegasus, 
chances ore he'll cony it soon. Just ask him to coll us. We 
will ship him your Pegasus unit immediately. 

Does Pegasus hove larger storage 
systems? 

Absolutely. 65 and 140 megabyte systems will soon be 
available from Pegasus. And the best port is that they, 
too. are breaking new ground when it comes to pricing. 

If you've outgrown 10, or even 23 megabytes of storage, 
ask about the larger capacity units. All with the some 
top quality hardware and software and full 90 day 
warranty. 


PEGASUS 

A DIVISION OF 

GREAT LAKES 

COAAPUTER PERIPHERALS, INC. 

2200 West Higgins Road. Suite 245 
Hoffman Estates. Illinois 60195 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 800-323-6836 In Illinois (312) 884-7272 
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MERGING MEDICINE 


Trinity to convince the hospital physicians 
that a micro network could do the job of 
numerous minis with greater flexibility at 
a fraction of the cost. Each Trinity system 
is customized and can cost from $30,000 
to $250,000. 

Cost saving is of particular interest to 
hospital administrators these days since 
the enactment of a new Medicate Law 
called Diagnosis Related Groups (DRG). 
The result of the new federal legislation is 
that hospitals will no longer be allowed to 
determine their own costs for particular 
types of care (that is, bmken arms, heart 
surgery, and so forth). They ate now reg- 
ulated by a nationally supervised price 
chart. The result, according to Pritchett, is 
that “Hospitals are all looking at how to 
save money. Data processing is the logical 
answer.” 

“There are hospitals out there with 25 
minis and 25 operators doing work that a 
micro network does better,” Sellers add- 
ed. “It takes a great deal of explaining, but 
slowly they seem to be coming around to 
the idea. 

“Networks offer a great potential in 
hospitals. Besides the cost advantages 
compared with a mini, there is greater 
flexibility and reliability with a micro net- 
work. Each workstation is its own com- 
puter. Instead of taking away from the net- 
work when they are at work, they actually 
contribute to the overall operation. Be- 
sides, the network offers great growth 
potential. Ben Taub Hospital is currently 
using only one computer in the ICU, but 
the system can easily grow to as many as 
255 micros on a single file server.” What 
follows is an account of the IBM PC-XT at 
work in the ICU at this hospital. 

An XT in the ICU 

The newest admission to the ICU wing 
at Ben Taub Hospital is a 29-year-old 
white male who had been moved from the 
hospital's operating room following an 
arterial bypass in his left shoulder. His 
condition is stable. Despite his relatively 
young age, this patient has sufieted from 
heart disease for many years. 


He is stationed in a far bed on the ICU, 
attached to a Swan Ganz monitor that 
sinks a balloon into the heart and directly 
measures the pressure in the pulmonary 
artery and is put through a routine battery 
of critical care tests, so the staff can gather 
information about his condition. 


culations that the Trinity program 
produces indicate trouble. Bitondo studies 
the rows of figures generated by the print- 
er. She immediately suspects sestis, an 
infection in the bloodstream. 

Dr. Bray is the first physician to see the 
figures. He enters the ICU for an inter- 



Bitondo and Dr. Bray confer about the computer printout for a heart patient. 


Physician's assistant Carmel Bitondo 
then takes the raw data gathered by the 
staff and approaches the PC-XT that has 
been placed outside the nursing station. It 
is her job to input the data — ranging from 
the routine name, age, occupation, and so 
forth, to the monitor reports — and then to 
generate a series of graphs and a report on 
the condition of the patient. 

Bitondo sits at the PC keyboard and 
enters the data so that the computer work- 
up will be ready and attached to the 
patient's chart when the doctor arrives. 
She concentrates on cardiovascular/renal 
support that she will repeat at given inter- 
vals throughout that ^moon. She gener- 
ates a hemodynamic tracking profile, con- 
gestive heart failure graph, and acid base 
chart graph from the numbers, studies the 
red bar lines against a royal blue back- 
ground on the IBM color monitor, and 
then prints them out. 

The “numbers” for the 29-year-old 
heart patient are encouraging, but the cal- 


view, and Bitondo hands him the printout 
without mentioning her suspicions. He 
arrives at the same diagnosis himself — 
septic shock, a common post-operative 
condition with about a 40 percent mortal- 
ity rate. Based on the information, his pre- 
scription is to draw tissue cultures and to 
administer prophylactic antibiotics. 

And it was the PC-XT that made the 
diagnosis? 

“The computer doesn't diagnose for 
us,” he emphasized. “In fact, it doesn't 
do things that wc weren't able to do 
before. It simply makes calculations that 
used to be incredibly difficult and also 
allows us to spot trends and make a diag- 
nosis in less time.” 

How long does it take to leam how to 
operate the XT and the program? 

Bray replied with an answer that is as 
blunt as it is wry, “It takes someone about 
twenty minutes to leam how to run the 
program. It takes 10 years of medical 
school to leam how to analyze it." ■ 
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A fast-action, high-strategy game with full color graphics, exciting animation, and realistic sound effects. Features in- 
clude HAL"' speech synthesis (without special hardware), option to play as enemy or defender, and top ten score display. 


Action begins with you at the controls of the Defense 
Command Computer. A random error causes the 
computer to secure your nation's defense for full 
scale nuclear attack. You have 30 seconds before 
the first ICBM is launched at your enemy's capital. 
Decipher the secret code for aborting missile launch 
or prepare to fight World War III. 

At launch, you discover the computer has deleted 
all targeting data for your weapons. Presented with 
NORAD style strategic displays, you watch the 


trajectory of the missile track across the globe as you 
frantically retarget your weapon systems andprepare 
for your enemy's attack. Do you strike before or after 
the enemy launches its first wave? Do you target for 
military, industrial, or civilian targets? Perhaps 
some combination? You watch enemy strikes against 
your homeland and the casualties grow to stagger- 
ing proportions as you attempt to deter or conquer 
the enemy before you are completely destroyed. 
The war has begun and your nation's destiny, even 
the destiny of the world, is in your hands. 


Ask for Global Thermonuclear War'“: S34.95 at your local dealer or order direct. Visa. MasterCard. Money Orders. Checks 
accepted I Calif, residents please add 6' sales tax), foreign orders add 15%. U.S. currency only. Dealer inquiries Invited. 


Global Thermonuclear War" is available for your IBM PC or XT 
(64K. diskdrive), Apple IP or He (48K, diskdrive, DOS 3,3), Com- 
modore 64 (cassette or disk drive). Atari 400 and BOO (48K, disk 
drive) Joystick play optional in each version TRS-80 version 
to be released soon 


STARFIRE GAMES 
Division Omnisoft: Corporation 

Dept, L37, 9960 Owensmouth Avenue, Suite 32 
Chatsworth, CA giGII (2131709-4900 


GiotMi Thtfrmoi’vcfPAf War isa UMenia'h uf Omtiisoll Ctftporalton IBM PC and AT Appi«i|i>a»(liie CrmnnuOt'ieM Aia<i 4"d THs-hOart>i«‘qisi^rdiiadrti<atitstjliBMCorp AppieCuii>pu1«fSinc Con>modo>e 
Business Svfrle»'s Inc Atan Inc and Tandy Corp resprcliveiy 
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WASHINGTON (HIM) — The U.S. Air Force/NASA have 
developed an experimental spacecraft ^iven the title XTM. Due 
to the vaj^uc description as to the design or purpose of the XTM. 
the press is still in the dark about many aspects of the craft or 
its intended mission. It has been discovered, however, that at 
least three pilots have been lost in th^^rent fli ght te s^ g pro- 
[gram the mysteriou(^^0Q|^P^^H^^H^^^H? , 





MEMORY 


PARALLEL PORT 


CLOCK/CALENDAR 

SERIAL PORT 
PARALLEL PRINTER CONNECTOR 


CAPTAIN 

TECMAR’S TOP OF THE LINE MULTIFUNCTION BOARD 


Provides maximum memory expansion to 640K for the PC . 
Performs eight (8) key functions in one (1) expansion slot. 


•0 to 384K MEMORY • fully socketed for easy 
user upgrade in 64K blocks. 

• CLOCK/CALENDAR • battery-powered to main- 
tain date and time while computer is on or off. 

• SERIAL PORT • to connect to modem or printer 
with full IBM PC compatibility 

• PARALLEL PORT • fully compatible for stan- 
dard IBM Parallel Printer or compatible 
printers. Cable and connector included. 

• RAMSPOOLER SOFTWARE (included) • enables 
printing to become a background task, freeing 
your PC for other functions. 


• SPEED DISK SOFTWARE (included) • simulates 
high speed disk drive in RAM. from 5K to 512K 
In 1K increments. 50Vo faster than a Winchester. 

• AUTOTIME SOFTWARE (included)* 
automatically enters correct date and time 
each time the user powers up the computer. 

• OPTION • inexpensive PAL chip enables user 
to restrict availability of information on a ‘need 
to know' basis or to limit access to proprietary 
software. 


S349 

Memory 


$389/64K 

$470/1 28K 

$551/192K 

$633/256K 

$714/320K 

$795/384K 


WAVE"& BOSUN" for your IBM PC/XT 

WAVE™ 


WAVE BOSUN 



$195 


Tecmar, Inc. 

6225 Cochran Road 

Solon (Cleveland). Ohio 44139-3377 

Phone; (216)349-0600 Telex: 466692 


SERIAL PORT 
PARALLEL PRINTER CONNECTOR 
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$299/64K $44911 92K 

$379/1 28K $499/256K 

WAVE fits into a short slot In the IBM PC/XT. 

• 64K to 256K MEMORY • fully socketed for easy 
field upgrade in 64K blocks. 

The following additional features are the same as 
Captain described above: 

• RAMSpoolerTM Software 

• SpeedDisk™ Software 


BOSUN 


BOSUN fits into a short slot in the IBM PC/XT. 
The following features are the same as Captain 
described above: • RAMSpooler Software 

• Clock/Calendar • Autotime^^ Software 

• Serial Port • PAL Option 

• Parallel Port • Cable and Connector 


Tecmar boards have: 

•COMPATIBILITY WITH IBM PC AND OTHER 
LOOK ALIKES. 

• Full one year warranty 

• GUARANTEED 72 Hour repair tum-around 
THESE TECMAR PRODUCTS ARE DELIVERABLi 
NOW 




TECMAR’S GRAPHICS MASTER: 

It adds graphics to your IBM Monochrome 
Display, or 16 high-resolution coiors 
to your coior monitor! 



Text or high-resolution graphics 
on the IBM Monochrome 
DIsploy 

Amazing new resolutions on 
standard color monitors 
Complete emulation of IBM's 
display adapters 

On standard low-scan color 
monitors: 

• 640 horizontal x 400 vertical in 
16 colors 

• 720 horizontal x 480 vertical 
graphics in 4 colors. 

On the IBM Monochrome Display: 

• 720 horizontal x 700 vertical 

• 25/50 lines ot 80 characters 
Graphics Master can do much 
more. In all. over 30 ditferent 
display modes can be used on 
standard monitors, and over 25 
on the IBM Monochrome Display. 


With certain 
monitors, you can 
achieve super- 
high resolutions 
like 512 horizon- 
tal X 420 vertical 
in up to 16 colors 
without interlace. 

Graphics Master is equipped 
with a tull 128K ot on-boord 
display butter memory. In low- 
resolution modes, extra memory 
isn't wasted. You can divide it up 
into alternate display screens or 
use it tor general data storage. 

Graphics Master retains com- 
plete compatibility with the IBM 
Monochrome and Color/ 
Graphics Adapters. Use it to ac- 
company or replace one or both 
of the IBM cards. 


Graphics Master 
will run with all 
IBM software lor 
the Personal 
Computer, in- 
cluding BASIC's 
graphics 
commands. 

With Tecmar's Video Cassette 
Recorder Controller, you can 
overlay Graphics Master images 
on videotaped material with an 
external mixer. 

Call or write lor further informa- 
tion. Our new address is: 

TEGMyIR 

6225 Cochran Road 
Cleveland. Ohio 44139 
Phone 216-349-0600/Telex 466692 
CIKai Mtt ON Rl ADI K SI KVK I C AKI> 






THE Graphics 
Card for IBM ^ 

PC and PC-XT! 

Using a single expansion slot, THE CHAiSMAN replaces the 
IBM monochrome disploy/porallel printer adopter and 
color graphics adapter cards. In addition, THE CHAIRMAN 
Is tully compatible with all PC and PC-XT software for 
monochrome, color graphics and alpha-numeric modes. 
That’s right, no changes or modifications to your software 
are necessary to run Lotus 1-2-3'”, Microsoft Flight Simula- 
tor'” and other popular programs. 

THE CHAIRMAN FEATURES: 

• Graphics on monochrome 
monitors 

• Shades of green on 
monochrome monitors 

• Graphics on color monitors 

• Parallel printer interface 

• Custom character RAM 




MYLEX software 
library ($150 value) 
provides on diskette, 
- at no extra cost: 

■:5?sBssss :: 

Custom character editor: create your own character 
sets (foreign alphabets, APL, etc.): easily tiled and 
loaded: user friendly definition. 

Graphics editor includes DRAW, OBJECT, FILL, TEXT 
and ZOOM 

• 320 X 200 - 16 color graphics 
,, • 640 X 200 - 4 color graphics 

MVia CORPORHTION 





5217 N.W. 79th Avenue 
Miami, Fiorida 33166 

^ ^ (305) 592-9669 • For more infor- 

■ ^ motion call 1-800-446-9539. In Florida 

call 1-800-336-9539. Dealer inquiries invited 


IBM is a registered trademark of International Business 
Machines Corp. 

Lotus 1-2*3 is a registered trademark of Lotus Development Corp 
Microsoft is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 

® 1983 Mylex Corporation 
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SOFTWARE/JARED TAYLOR 


Putting A Ph.D. 
In^ur PC 


Bringing the principles of Artificial Intelligence to the PC, 
Expert-Ease allows experts in many fields to program their 
knowledge into a computer to help novices solve problems. 


E xpert-Ease (EE) is a fascinating 
new software package that, for 
the fust time, allows experts in 
any field to create problem-solving "ex- 
pert systems” on a microcomputer. De- 
veloped under the leadership of an Edin- 
burgh University professor of machine 
intelligence, EE is probably the first com- 
mercial applications program to bring the 

Expert-Ease 

Export Software International, Ltd. 

1 1 Olive Street 
Great Neck, N.Y. 11020 
(516)487-6990 
List Price: $2,000 

Requirements: 128K RAM, two disk 
drives, printer with compressible type 
recommended. 
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principles of Artificial Intelligence to the 
IBM PC. (See sidebar, “What Is Artificial 
Intelligence?”) 

Expert systems distill the specialized 
knowledge of an expert into a computer 
program that anyone can use. So long as 
the program takes the same steps that a 
human expert uses to solve problems, a 
novice with a PC can theoretically be a 
match for the most learned specialist. 
Some day, expert systems will be widely 
used to diagnose diseases, trouble-shoot 
faulty machinety, and even make business 
decisions. We’re not there yet, but 
Expen-Ease is a big step in the right direc- 
tion. 

The program, in effect, generates 
expert systems. It can be used to create 
and ran any number of such systems. 
Some problems are clearly better suited 


than others to this kind of solution, but 
EE's approach is so general that its possi- 
ble applications are limited only by the 
imagination of the user. 

Expert systems work by inductive rea- 
soning, that is, by figuring out general 
principles based on specific examples. A 
human expert must feed Expen-Ease its 
examples; it doesn’t come with any 
advance “knowledge” of how the world 
works. But if the program is given enough 
examples, it will “leam” to recognize 
rules and patterns. 

Once the system has mastered the 
rules, a nonexpert can use it to draw con- 
clusions about new problems. The pro- 
gram “asks” the nonexpert a series of 
questions about the problem and comes up 
with a recommendation or decision based 
on the rales it has derived from the old 
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EXPERT-EASE Attribute Listinq, Froblei: ANIHALS Date: 16-dec-83 


1 

2 

3 

head 

logical 

Teet 

logical 

legs 

integer 

surface 

logical 

teap 

logical 

class 

logical 

horns 

antlers 

toes 

hooves 


siooth 

scaly 

furry 

cold 

Man 

COM 

Figure 1: A printout of an attribute screen. 

EXPERT-EASE Exaiple Listing, Problsi: 

ANIIIALS 

Date; In 

•nov-83 


head 

feet 

legs 

surface 

teap 

class 


logical 

logical 

integer 

logical 

logical 

logical 

1 

horns 

hooves 

4 

saooth 

Mari 

CON 

2 

antlers 

hooves 

4 

siooth 

Nan 

deer 

3 

« 

toes 

4 

siooth 

Mara 

huaan 

I 

f 

toes 

4 

furry 

Nara 

ion key 

5 

» 

« 

0 

scaly 

cold 

snake 

6 

f 


6 

scaly 

cold 

insect 

7 

* 

« 

8 

scaly 

cold 

spider 

B 

f 

clans 

2 

leathery 

Mara 

bird 

? 

f 

nebbing 

2 

leathery 

Mara 

duck 

10 

« 

clans 

4 

furry 

Mara 

cat or dog 

II 

neither 

hooves 

4 

saooth 

Mara 

horse 

12 

horns 

f 

4 

leathery 

Mara 

rhinoceros 

13 

trunk 

♦ 

4 

leathery 

Mara 

elephant 

14 

» 

nebbing 

4 

saooth 

cold 

frog 


Figure 2: An example screen for the animal identification program. 


examples. By continually prompting users 
for information, the system guides them to 
an expert solution. This human/machine 
dialogue is the hallmark of all expert sys- 
tems. 

As we shall see, EE can deal only with 
new situations that match the examples 
already given to it by the human expert. It 
cannot make educated guesses about cases 
for which it is not perfectly prepared. 
Also, it is somewhat single-minded about 
the way it solves problems; it always uses 
the same “decision tree” algorithm. But 
the best way to understand the program is 
to take a look at how it works. 

What Manner of Beast? 

Let's assume for a moment that we 
have been commissioned by visitors from 
outer space to devise a simple way to help 
them identify terrestrial animals. Com- 
pared to anyone from another planet, we 
ate all “experts” in identifying animals 
and we can use EE to bundle that expert 
knowledge into a simple-to-use computer 
program. The first thing we need to do is 
think about the different things we look for 
when we tell one animal from another. 
Most of the time, we distinguish between 
animals immediately; we don’t go through 
a lengthy mental checklist of attributes to 
ntake sure that what might be a horse isn’t 
really a duck. But in building an expert 
system, we have to work out just such a 
series of idiot-proof tests that will always 
give accurate results. 

Therefore, the first thing EE requires us 
to do is establish the key factors that 
should help our extra-terrestrial friends tell 
animals apart. Figure 1 is a printout of 
what the program calls an attribute screen. 
In the first two rows of the matrix we have 
put the names of the key attributes and an 
indication of whether those attributes 
should be described logically or nutrreti- 
cally. In the columns below each attribute 
are some possible values fc»' it. 

Attributes can be thought of as the 
questions that the expert system will ask 
the user, and values as the possible replies. 
For exarrtple, one way to tell some animals 


apart is by what grows out of their heads. 
Thus, the first attribute, “head,” will be a 
question about what kind of headgear an 
animal has; so far, we have thought of 
horns and antlers. 

The third column, “legs,” is blank 
because it is a numerical attribute. We 
have set it up so that when EE goes to 
work it will ask us for the number of legs 
rather than for some logical quality such as 
whether the legs are short, long, thick, or 
thin. Since EE can accept any integer fixrm 
—32766 to +32167 as possible input, it 
makes no sense to list the range of possible 
variables for this attribute. If we thought it 


was important, we could always add 
another logical attribute to test for length 
and shape of legs, but for now we’ll see if 
we can get along without it. In a full- 
blown application, EE can handle up to 31 
different attributes — that is, ask 31 differ- 
ent questions — and deal with as many as 
255 different logical values per attribute. 

The la.st column, the one labelled 
“class,” begins a list of the animals the 
program should be able to tell apart by 
asking about the attributes in the preceding 
columns. Depending on whether an ani- 
mal is cold-blooded, furry, or has horns, 
etc. , EE will take a stab at telling us what it 
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is. These values are the possible “conclu- 
sions” or “reconunendations” of the 
expert system we are generating. 

We don’t have to come up with all the 
values for our attributes right from the 
start. We can add them as they occur to us 
or remove values if we come up with bet- 
ter ones. So long as we have decided on 
the attributes we will use (head, feet, legs, 
body temperamre, etc.) we can start input- 
ting examples (Figure 2) and fill in new 
values as needed. Also, we can always 
add new attributes or get rid of old ones if 
we think of better questions that EE should 
ask the user. 

Building up an EE screen is just like 
working with a spreadsheet: We put the 
cursor where we want the new value and 
just type it in. The matrix imposes space 
limitations, so it is occasionally necessary 
to abbreviate entries. The conventions 
used in building an attribute screen or 
example screen are clearly explained in 
the documentation. 

Inputting Examples 

Accurate examples are the heart of 
Expert-Ease. Because it bases its deci- 
sions only on what we have told it, the 
more examples we give it, the more accu- 
rate its results will be. Since ££ is a p- 
System program and can therefore use 
only 128K of RAM, it will run out of 
memory after two or three hundred exam- 
ples, depending on how many attributes 
we use. In this case, we'll make do with 
14 examples. 

Figure 2 is the example screen for our 
animal identification program and lists the 
animals — each is an example — that we 
have entered into the program, according 
to the attributes we chose earlier. EE 
should now know how to distinguish 
between 14 different kinds of animals. If it 
finds out, as in example 1, that what we 
have on our hands is homed, hoofed, four- 
legged, smooth-surfaced, and warm- 
blooded, EE will report with complete 
confidence that we are dealing with a cow. 
An asterisk means that a particular attri- 
bute is not necessary for identifying that 


animat; EE can overtook it entirety. Thus, 
in example 3, the program can recognize a 
human without worrying about what 
might be growing out of its head. 

Example 10 is a bit of a problem. Both 
cats and dogs have the same values for all 
the attributes we have chosen. To distin- 
guish between them, we would have to 
add another attribute such as skull struc- 
ture or shape of teeth. For now, we’ll just 
lump cats and dogs together. 

As we filled in the example screen, we 
found we had to invent new values for 
some of the attributes. EE automatically 
added these to the attribute screen, so that 
by the time we have finished with the 
examples, it looks like Figure 3. Of all the 
new attribute values, only the third in the 
“head” column needs explanation. “Nei- 
ther” means neither antlers nor horns; it is 
a value that we had to dream up in order to 
distinguish horses (number 1 1 on the 
example screen) from deer (number 2). 

EE has a built-in error-trapping mech- 
anism that signals the user if two contra- 
dictory examples have been inputted. If 
we tried to get by with an asterisk for the 
value of the “head” attribute when we 


Figure 3: The completed attribute screen for 


were inputting the horse example, the pro- 
gram would cry foul. In effect, it’s saying 
that since all the other horse attributes are 
identical to the cow and deer attributes, we 
had better say something special about a 
horse’s head to distinguish it from that of a 
cow or deer. 

Now that our examples are in order, it’s 
clear that if our space travellers were to 
show up with one of our 14 animals and 
answer various questions about it, EE 
would be able to tell them what manner of 
beast it was. However, the one-word 
codes we have estabUshed for attributes 
and tbeir values are a little too laconic for 
user-friendly dialogue. If EE wants to 
know whether an animal is cold- or warm- 
blooded, it can’t just put the abbreviation 
“temp” on the screen and expect the user 
to know how to respond. Instead, we can 
attach text to any of the attributes or values 
and EE will display the text rather than the 
code we used in the attribute and example 
tables. 

Figure 4 is another listing of the attri- 
bute table, this time with associated lines 
of text. When EE queries the user about 
the “head” attribute, it will display the 


the animal program. 


EXPERT-EASE Attribute Listing, Problei: AN1I1ALS Date: 16-nov-83 



head 

(eet 

legs 

surface 

teap 

class 


logical 

logical 

integer 

logical 

logical 

logical 

1 

horns 

toes 


siooth 

cold 

COM 

2 

antlers 

hooves 


scaly 

Nare 

deer 

3 

neither 

nebbing 


furry 


huian 

4 

trunk 

clans 


feathery 


lonkey 

5 




leathery 


snake 


6 

7 

e 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 


insect 

spider 

bird 

duck 

cat.or_dog 

horse 

rhinoceros 

elephant 

(rog 
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EXPERT'EASE Attribute Listing, Problei: ANIMALS Date: 16-nov-B3 

heed : The head has . . . 
horns 
antlers 
neither 


trunk 


neither horns nor antlers 


feet : The teet have . . . 
toes 
hooves 
Nebbing 
claNS 

legs : Hon lany legs? 


surface : Describe the surface, 
siooth 


scaly 

furry 

feathery 

leathery 


teip : Nhat is the teiperature? 
cold : 

Nara 

class : The beast is . . . 

CON 

deer 
huian 
sonkey 
snake 
insect 
spider 
bird 
duck 

cat_or_dQg 
horse 

rhinoceros 
elephant 
frog 


probably a cat but it light be a dog. Hold for further investigation. 


Figure 4: \ listing of the attribute table with associated lines of text. 


text to the right of each set of colons. Like- 
wise, when EE tells us that we have a cat 
or a dog, it will again display the text to the 
right of the colon. If we had attached no 
additional text to an attribute value, the 
original one-word code would be dis- 
played. Figure 5 is how EE would ask 
about an animal’s headgear. The user 
would enter the appropriate number and 
EE would move on to the next question. 

A Decision Tree 

Obviously, there is a smart way and a 
stupid way to identify these animals. The 
stupid, bmte-force way would be for EE to 
go through all five attributes and ask about 
each one. Then it could compare the 
responses with the example table and iden- 
tify the animal. EE can do a lot better than 
that, and therein lies a good deal of its 
“intelligence.” Given a set of examples, 
the program can strip away the inessential 
attributes and come up with the most effi- 
cient sequence of questions eliciting the 
minimum number of responses necessary 
to identify an animal. The program figures 
out the cleverest mles for identifying the 
14 animals. 

We have to give EE a special “im- 
pute” command in order for it to do this, 
and it huffs and puffs for a while before it 
comes up with the best line of reasoning. 
The result is Figure 6, which is an example 
of what EE calls a rule. It is really a deci- 
sion tree that outlines the most efficient 
use of data for identifying our animals. 

The tree is laid out from top-left to bot- 
tom-right, and indicates the information 
for which EE prompts the user and the 
questions it goes on to ask on the basis of 
information received. The tree is clearer 
when it is redrawn in a more traditional 
manner, as shown in Figure 7. Here, 
prompts for infotmadon are followed by 
quesdon marks, and conclusions are 
underlined. The other items in the tree are 
data that could be input by the user in 
response to EE’s prompts. All EE does to 
idendfy animals is simply follow the dif- 
ferent branches of the tree. 

The first thing EE always asks about is 


the surface of the animal. If, in response, 
we report that the surface is leathery, then 
EE always asks what grows out of the ani- 
mal’s head. If was say the animal has 
horns, then EE conectly identifies the ani- 
mal as a rhinoceros. If we claimed we had 
a leathery-skinned animal with anders, EE 
would tell us that this was a null catego- 
ry — there is no such animal in its list of 
examples. 

EE can thus idendfy leathery animals 


by asking only two quesdons. During the 
inducdon process, when it generated the 
rule for animal idendficadon, EE figured 
out that what makes a rhinoceros unique is 
its unusual combinadon of leatheiy skin 
and horns. It doesn’t trouble us with ques- 
dons about how many legs it has or wheth- 
er or not it’s warm-blooded. EE only asks 
for the infotmadon it needs. 

Of the 14 animals in our menagerie, 
only cows, deer, and horses are similar 
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CXPERT-EA5E file: ANIMALS 
The heed has ... 

1 . horns 

2. antlers 

Z. neither horns nor antlers 
A. trunk 


Figure 5: Expert-Ease queries the user. 


EXPERT-EASE Rule Listing, Problei: ANIHALS 


Date; 16-nov-B3 


surTacc 

siGoth : Teet 

toes ; huean 
hooves : head 

horns ; con 
antlers ; deer 
neither : horse 
trunk ; null 
Nebbing ; Prog 
claNS : null 
scaly : legs 

<3 : snake 
>=3 : legs 

<7 : insect 
)=7 : spider 

Purry : Peet 

toes : lonkey 
hooves : null 
Nebbing ; null 
cUns : cat_or_dog 
leathery : Peet 

toes : null 
hooves : null 
Nebbing ; duck 
cUns : bird 
leathery : head 

horns : rhinoceros 
antlers : null 
neither : null 
trunk : elephant 


enough for EE to have to ask three ques- 
tions in order to tell them apart. In every 
other case, two questions is all EE will 
ever ask. For scaly-surfaced creatures, it 
appears that EE asks the number-of-Iegs 
question twice, but that's not so. Instead, 
the program does two different operations 
with the same data. First EE tests to see 
whether it has fewer than three legs (the 
midpoint between 0 and 6). If so, the ani- 
mal is a snake. If it has more than three 
tegs, EE tests the number again to deter- 
mine whether the animal is an insect or a 
spider. The two operations appear to the 
user as one, since in response to the ques- 
tion about number of legs, EE immediate- 
ly gives the right answer. 

A quick scan through the decision tree 
shows that EE never needs to know 
whether an animal is warm- or cold-blood- 
ed. We could throw out the whole temper- 
ature attribute and EE wouldn’t care. Nor- 
mally we tend to think of warm- or cold- 
bloodedness as a vital means of telling ani- 
mals apart, but in fact it's almost never a 
crucial distinguishing factor. EE would 
worry about it only if two otherwise iden- 
tical animals differed only in body temper- 
ature. That’s unlikely; reptiles and insects 
never look mpch like marrunals or birds. 
Thus, when it induces its decision-making 
rule, EE weeds out all the useless infor- 
mation in the example list and asks only 
questions that are absolutely necessary for 
correct identification. 

Other Applications 

At first glance it may seem that this 
name-the-animals problem is trivial. But 
perhaps it only seems trivial because we 
are asking EE to make identifications that 
anyone could make. With the same num- 
ber of attributes and examples we might 
have set up an expert system to diagnose 
different kidney diseases. Assuming that 
14 different conditions could be identified 
according to the values of five different 
attributes (such as X-ray results, blood 
test, etc.) we would have a system that 
could produce an expert diagnosis in 
return for test result data. A nonspecialist 


Figure 8: The Expert-Ease "rule" listing is really a decision tree. 
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What Is Artificial Intelligence? 

The concept of Artificial Intelligence is as 
difficult to nail down as the “rules” experts use to solve 
complex problems. 


A rtifidal Intelligence (AI) is a tricky 
thing to define. The experts may 
recognize it when they see it but be hard 
pressed to describe it. The question of 
what is — or is not — AI has gotten so 
fuzzy that some wags have decided that 
anything computers can't yet do is AI. 
By this definition, speech recognition 
rates as AI because it is still hard to make 
machines do it properly. But by the time 
someone invents a typewriter you can 
talk to, speech recognition will have 
become old hat and won’t be AI any- 
more. 

A more serious definition of AI is 
based on the distinction between “diver- 
gent” and “convergent” programming. 
Any program for which the input is small 
but the output is large is divergent. If you 
run a payroll program, or drop a quarter 
into a video game, you get heaps of out- 
put. By this measure, almost all pro- 
gramming is divergent in the sense that 
with a few simple commands, the 
machine does a lot of work and spits out 
pages of results. 

Human thinking, on the other hand, is 
often convergent; lots of input but not 
much output. Should I go dancing 
tonight? Should I move to Los Angeles? 
The output for these problems is a simple 
binary choice. But the data that must be 
processed to make the right decision may 
be fiendishly complicated. In this 
respect, expert systems are convergent 
programming. They require lots of input 
before they make a recommendation. 
And the entire output of a complex pro- 
gram may be nothing more than a simple 
yes or no. 

In eflect, human beings are designed 
by nature for convergent behavior. We 


have millions of sensory receptors for 
input but only a few bundred muscles for 
output. We are good at making simple 
choices on the basis of rich and varied 
data. Any computer program that mim- 
ics this kind of decision making can 
claim to have Artificial Intelligence. By 
this standard, the Expert-Ease program 
incorporates AI. 

Data, Rules, and Goals 

A yet more rigorous definition of AI 
requires that a program base its output on 
data, rules, and goals, rather than by 
matching examples the way Expert-Ease 
does. Some chess-playing programs ap- 
proach this level of intelligence. The 
data with which they work are the posi- 
tion of the pieces, the rules are the set of 
legal moves, and the goal is to win. Such 
programs then search the board for 
opportunities that are legal moves and 
which will help win the game. No matter 
how oddly the pieces are arranged, the 
program can still apply the rules in order 
to achieve the goal. That is the way a 
human being would play. 

A non-AI chess program could theo- 
retically be written that contained the 
best move for every possible arrange- 
ment of pieces. At every stage of the 
game, the program would locJc throu^ 
its vast liteary of cases until it found the 
one that matched the current board 
arrangement. Then it would simply 
make the move that the programmer had 
decided was best in that situation. 
There’s a good reason, however, why no 
one has ever written such a bmte-force 
program: There are about as many pos- 
sible atrangements of chess pieces as 
there are electrons in the universe. 


Expert-Ease solves problems in ex- 
actly the same way that a bmte-force 
chess program would. EE must have a 
complete library of old examples with 
which to match a new example. In this 
sense, it is not “intelligent” enough to 
do anything but throw up its hands in 
dismay when asked to deal with a situa- 
tion that is not exactly like something it 
has been told about already. It is the abil- 
ity to apply rules and make good moves 
in unforeseen circumstances that gives 
the best chess programs their intelli- 
gence. A few good rules can take the 
place of lots of examples. 

The trick, of course, lies in coming up 
with the rules. But people often can’t 
explain the rules they use every day. A 
connoisseur can tell a masterpiece from 
schlock, but he can’t draw up a list of 
foolproof rules that anyone else could 
use to make the same judgment. The real 
world is full of vagueness, hunches, and 
people who make the right choices but 
have no idea how they do it. 

Programming the Rules 

One of the hardest jobs of an AI pro- 
grammer is to boil down some of those 
hunches to a set of rules that can be fed 
into a computer. If experts think hard 
enough, they can usually come up with 
some of the rules they use. The very pro- 
cess of using EE would force experts U 
think about how they solve problems. 

AI is still a young scioice. UlUmat 
ly, its purpose is to build machines tl 
behave, or at least appear to behave 
much like human beings as possible, 
in order to write programs that r 
think, we will have to figure out hr 
do it ourselves. — J.T. 
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I — toes 

-FEET?— I — hooves — 
I — webbing- 
I — claws 


-HEAD?- 

- Frog 

-Null 


-horns — 
-amicrs- 
-neiiher- 
- trunk — 


- Co^ 

- Deer 

- Horse 

-Null 


scaly- 


-LEGS?- 


SURFACE? furry - 


. toes Monkey 

- hooves Null 

webbing Null 

claws Cat or doe 


fcathcry- 


Icatherv- 


1 ^ 

- hooves Null 

-webbing Duck 

I — claws Bird 


I-*' 


I — horns- 

-HEAD?— H 

— neither 
' — trunk 



Figure 7: A more conventional presentation of the same decision tree. 


could tun the tests and enter the data. The 
computer would do the diagnosis. 

Similar systems could solve binary 
rather than multiple choice problems. A 
bank, for example, could set up a system 
that queried a clerk about a customer’s 
income, net worth, job histtny, credit 
record, etc. and then teconunended 
whether or not to lend money. So long as 
the attributes were carefully thought out, 
and EE had enough good examples from 
which to derive accurate rules, the com- 
puter's recommendations would be no dif- 
ferent from those of an experienced lend- 
ing officer. Once again, EE would deter- 
mine the most impextant attributes and 
would ask only enough questions to reach 
a conclusion. 

Expert systerns can have an endless 
variety of applications. In a bakery, for 
example, the master chef could set one up 
to determine why the pie crusts were com- 
ing out soggy. Assuming that he could iso- 
late the different factors that cause soggy 


pie crusts, he could design an inquiry sys- 
tem that an apprentice could use to solve 
the problem. 

A program like EE could even be used 
to look for patterns in the real world that 
might not be evident to even the wisest 
expert. A historical series of weekly eco- 
nomic indicators might be entered as EE 
examples. The consequence, or decision, 
to be entered might be whether the stock 
market went up or down during the next 
week. After enough teal examples were 
put into the EE model, it would be able to 
query the user for this week’s indicators 
and make a prediction about where the 
market would go. The important indica- 
tors might not be the ones we suspected. 
By studying the rule that EE induced, we 
could tell which indicators it was using 
and which ones it was ignoring. We could 
then stop collecting that data that EE 
didn’t need. 

All this sounds pretty razzle-dazzle. 
Still, all expert systems have limitations 


and EE has some obvious ones. First of 
all, the system is only as good as the 
examples it is built from. To reach a con- 
clusion, EE does nothing more than match 
data from a new, teal-world example with 
data that it has been fed by a human 
expert. If that human has not done the job 
right, EE will give bad advice. 

Also, the expert who designs the sys- 
tem and the novice who uses it have to 
agree on terms. In the animals problem, 
“scaly” is probably not a very good 
description of the surface of a spider. 
Tarantulas are more furry than anything 
else and a black widow is neither furry nor 
scaly. That sort of ambiguity has to be 
avoided. 

But even if the human expert does the 
best possible job, and the novice user 
understands all the terms, there are some 
kinds of problems for which the rules sim- 
ply may not work all the time. The attri- 
butes can be refined and the nurhber of 
examples increased, but some perverse 
example can always come along and con- 
tradict the rule. 

In addition to the inherent limitations of 
expert systems, EE suffers from some spe- 
cial defects of its own. First, it treats all 
possible outcomes of the inquiry process 
as equally likely. When it induces its rule, 
it produces the decision tree with the 
fewest total number of branches. Thus, if 
the distribution of possible outcomes is 
equal, its decision tree is the most efficient 
one possible. However, if results are not 
evenly distributed, the decision tree may 
not be the most efficient. 

To return to the animals problem, let’s 
assume that our expert system is being 
used in a locale that is rich in snakes, spi- 
ders, and insects but where anything else 
is rare. As it happens, all three of these 
categories of animal can be distinguished 
by asking a single question: How many 
legs? A decision tree could certainly be 
built for which that was the first question. 
That way, only one piece of data would 
have to be entered in order to identify most 
of the animals in the region. The user 
might then have to enter more data than 
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would be necessary with the current tree in 
order to identify a cow, say, or an ele- 
phant, but the time and effort saved iden- 
tifying the most common animals would 
mote than make up the difference. In the 
best of all possible programs, an expert 
system would keep count of how many 
insects and elephants were identified, and 
after a certain period, rework the question 
sequence to speed up identirication of the 
most common species. 

Another EE defect is that its inquiry 
procedure pays no attention to whether a 
question is difficult or expensive to 
answer, it asks as few questions as possi- 
ble. In medical diagnostics, for example, 
thousands of tests could be run on a patient 
if expense didn’t matter. But expense does 
matter. If by running a series of cheap tests 
such as pulse rate, temperature, and blood 
count, doctors can get the same informa- 
tion as from an expensive CAT scan, they 
will never order the scan. 

Ideally, EE would give each user the 
opportunity to weight each attribute by 
cost so that when the program creates its 
query sequence, it would hold off on the 
expensive questions, even if by doing so it 
had to ask more questions. If the same 
conclusion can be arrived at by examining 
more but cheaper data, it may be better to 
generate a decision tree that is technically 
less efficient but that asks the most expen- 
sive questions only when absolutely nec- 
essary. 

A One-Way Program 

Another problem with EE is that the 
user can’t overrule the inquiry sequence 
and leap about in the decision tree at will. 
Eventually, even the dumbest user is 
going to learn something about the prob- 
lems he is solving with the expert system. 
Before too long users are going to lose 
patience if they have to grind through 
every step before getting to the questions 
they really want to answer. With the ani- 
mals problem, users may soon learn that 
insects look a lot like spiders and that a 
foolproof way to tell them apart is to enter 
the numher of legs. They will want to go 


straight to the “legs” query rather than 
bother telling EE that the animal has a sca- 
ly surface. The same could be true for 
identifying elephants. Users might have a 
hunch that a trunk was sure proof of ele- 
phants. They would want to go right to the 
“head” query and skip “surface.” Once 
again, a shortcut would save time without 
sacrificing accuracy. 

EE can’t let users do this for a very 
good reason. If the user’s hunch were 
wrong, the program would have to back 
up and ask a few more questions from the 
earlier part of the tree, and EE is strictly a 
one-way program. Fot example, if the 
user thought that webbed feet were a sure 
sign of something unique and insisted on 
telling EE about them first, the program 
would have to climb back down die tree 
and ask about the animal’s surface to fig- 
ure out if the animal was a duck or a frog. 
But in order to then give an answer, it 
would have to remember that the animal 
had webbed feet. 

In fact, EE never remembers the data it 
asks for. Since the program always moves 
in one direction through the tree, data are 
nothing more than signposts that tell it 
which branch to take. Once it is out on a 
limb, it throws the data away and asks 
another question that will tell it which way 
to branch next. Once it gets to its destina- 
tion, EE has forgotten all the information 
that got it there. Thus it can’t first learn 
that an animal has webbed feet and then 
give the right answer as soon as it learns 
about the animal’s surface. By the time it 
found out whether the animal was smooth 
or feathery it would have forgotten all 
about its webbed feet and would have to 
ask about them all over again. 

This deficiency is related to another EE 
problem: the oracular quality of its pro- 
nouncements. The program never ex- 
plains or justifies its conclusions. Any 
serious user of an expert system is even- 
tually going to want to understand how the 
system makes up its mind. With EE, the 
only way to do that is to puzzle our way 
through the induced rule. It would be far 
more educational if we could hit an “ex- 


planation” button that would review the 
reasoning that goes into a decision. 

Explanations 

Obviously, since the data are nothing 
more than signposts, EE can’t generate 
textual explanations for what it does. Still, 
it would be handy if EE allowed the 
human expert to write explaruition texts 
for each possible decision-tree path. That 
way , the program would have only to keep 
track of which path it took through the tree 
and then spit out, on demand, the expert’s 
account of why the data input by the user 
must result in a certain conclusion. 

Explanations of this kind would not 
only educate the nonexpert user, they 
would bolster the credibility of the pro- 
gram. Most people don’t like to take 
orders from a computer. A mechanic, 
after answering all the appropriate ques- 
tions asked by an auto-repair expert sys- 
tem, might begin to doubt the system if 
told — without explanation — that the 
problem couldn’t be fixed. Thougb the so- 
lution might be beyond reach, the me- 
chanic’s not going to ai^ireciate sphinx- 
like conclusions with no commentary. 

Limitations like these mean that EE 
could be an irritating program to deal with, 
especially over the long mn. Nevertheless, 
inflexibility doesn’t affect the accuracy of 
its results. If the program’s supply of 
examples is large enough and the attri- 
butes used in them are die ones that matter 
in the real world, EE should be able to 
plod through its query process and get the 
right answer every time. 

Those considering laying out $2,000 
for this program should carefully think 
through the problems they expect it to 
solve. It’s important to remember that 
EE's results ate only as good as the exam- 
ples it gets. Reduced to its barest ele- 
ments, the program is nothing but a stan- 
dard search-tree algorithm designed to col- 
lect data about new examples to see if they 
match old examples. In any case, Expert- 
Ease is still one of the most interesting, 
thought-provoking programs to come 
along in quite some dme. ■ 
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Accounting For The 
Serious Business User 

The IBM PC and XT, the Apple . 

LISA and Apple III, the DEC 
Rainbow, the Victor 9000, the 
Wang Personal, the Tl Pro- 
fessional, the Zenith Z- 100 . .. p: ■' 
What do these top-selling ^ 
business computers have in 
common ? All of these popular 
products plus over 30 other micro- 
computers run the Software Fitness 
Program"' accounting applications 
plus the Team Manager " report 
writer. 

You can choose Open Systems ’ 
accounting applications in COBOL or 
BASIC on single- or multi-user com- 
puters running on every popular oper- 
ating system including CP/M, CP/M- 
86, MP/M, MP/M-86, MS-DOS, PC- 
DOS, OASIS, RM/COS or XENIX. Over 


200,000 of our applications have 
already been installed in over 200 
different types of businesses. 

Powerfui Yet 
Simple To Use 

We 've got the most advanced and 
comprehensive accounting software 
you can buy-yet our products with 
training disks and owner's manuals 
will put the computer novice at ease. 


And with our newest prod- 
uct, the Team Manager re- 
port writer, a user can select 
from over 800 predefined data 
dictionary elements to create 
an unlimited number of 
simple or complex reports. 

If you 're looking for on- 
track accounting solutions to 
increase your profits . . look 
to the Software Fitness Pro- 
gram Accounts Receivable, 
Accounts Payable, General Ledger, 
Payroll, Job Cost, Inventory, Sales 
Order Processing, PLUS the Team 
Manager report writer. Our com- 
petition can 't even come close. 

If your bottom line is your lop 
priority, today and tomorrow, we’ve 
got solutions. Ask for a demon- 
stration from your local computer 
dealer. 



CIRCLE 184 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


OPEN 

SYSTEMS 


430 Oak Grove 
(612) 670-3515 


Minneapolis. MN 55403 
TWX 910 576 1743 



We deliver 
the 

biformotion 


09 ® 

to you ... 

...today, within reach of your 
telephone, there ore infomnotion 
utilities with olmost ony doto you 
could osk for. 

If you hove Crosstolk and o 
modem, you hove whot it tokes to 
hook olmost ony business 
miCTOcomputer into this incredibie 
informotion network. 

The most widely used com- 
municotions progrom ovoiloble, 
Crosstolk helps your computer 
transfer doto to ond from other 
microcomputers, diol-up moit^romes, 
ond information doto boses thot 
provide doto to the public. 


CRQ ^TALK 


You con gother the world's latest 
news, look over the most recent 
hourly stock prices, check on oirline 
schedule ond moke o reservotion, 
get the recipe for Chicken Kiev, find 
out the weather forecost for Paris or 
Peoria, do reseorch on the wines of 
Oordeoux, or onswer complex legal 
questions. 

Almost onything you need to know 
is now within your reoch. 

Crosstalk Is ovoiloble for most srriall 
business computers Induding IBM, 
Victor, Texos Instruments ond DEC. 
See your neorest computer retail 
store, or write for the detoils. 



Mkrostuf, Inc. 

1 645 The Exchange 
StAe 140 

Atlanta. GA 30339 
(404)952-0267 


CrouioMi Is o Trodemortt of AAicroBuf. Inc. 

The Soufte b o Trodemotk of Source Telecomputing Co. 
CompuServe bo Tfodemork of H&R Olodi 
IQMboTrodemortiof IDM. Inc. 

Victor b o Trodemofh of Victor Technologies 
Texos Instrumern b o Trodemorh of Texos Instruments 
OCC b o Trodemortt of Oigitol Equipment Corp. 
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IBM EYE/ PAUL SOMERSON 


Something’s 
Happening In 
Silicon Gkn 

PCs are rolling off assembly lines in Scotland, where IBM 
recently opened the Advanced Materials Distribution Plant — 
possibly the world’s largest automated warehouse. 


Y our typical Scots- 
man is one tough 
hombre. He lives at 
about the same shivery lati- 
tude as Alaskans. When he 
wants to dress up he steps into 
long gartered socks and a 
skirt, and he's rugged enough 
to pull it off without looking 
silly. For fun he throws 
immense rocks and chopped- 
down telephone poles called 
cabers. His national flower is 
a prickly weed. His national 
hero gained fame after a mys- 
tical communion with a spi- 
der. His national dish is a 
grayish amalgam of the pul- 
verized parts of animals even 
sausage makers won't use. 
churned together with fat, 
gruel, and onions, then served in a sheep's 
stomach. (There's even a little ceremony 
for slashing the thing open, complete with 
poem by Robbie Bums.) It is traditionally 
served with a tepid orange paste called 



“bashed neeps.” And. of course, with a 
wee dram o’ whiskey. 

Scotland is guaranteed to bring a lump 
to the throat of even the most jaded world 
traveler. Picture-postcard lochs snuggle 


between knobby heather- 
scented hills. Black-faced 
sheep and shaggy highland 
cattle contemplate the impec- 
cably manicured, rolling 
farmland, shrouded by a con- 
stant, swirling gray drizzle 
that keeps the fields a robust 
green and the denizens pale as 
chalk. Small brown towns, 
with their distinctive crow- 
stepped gables, jut abruptly 
up out of lush pastures. After 
dark you can go for a walk 
under the shimmering pin- 
point Milky Way and smell 
the pungent coal fires burning 
in every hearth. 

Kilts and Solder 

The average visitor mar- 
vels at seeing burly highlanders decked 
out in all their regalia — the fine wool kilts 
with swirling pleats, the sporrans and 
chains slung low over their hips, the dag- 
gers in their socks, the soldering irons in 
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SILICON GLEN 




their hands . . . Soldering irons? You 
heard right. Scotland is not just marma- 
lade and whiskey and bagpipes. Stretching 
across its narrow lowland waist from the 
Firth of Clyde to the Firth of Forth is a 
high-tech belt chockablock with gleaming 
new factories and thickly populated indus- 
trial parks that look as if they were plucked 
from San Jose or Boston’s Route 128. 

The roster of companies there reads 
like the front pages of the Wall Street 
Journal — Honeywell. Hewlett-Packard, 
Wang, National Semiconductor. Motoro- 
la, DEC, Burroughs, and the region's 
electronics primogenitor, IBM. Twelve of 
the top 20 American electronics manufac- 
turing firms have plants in the area. The 
Scots have taken to calling the area "Sil- 
icon Glen.” 

This really shouldn’t come as too much 
of a shock. Scotland boasts one of the fin- 
est school systems and best-educated pop- 
ulations in Europe. Few nations have 
cranked out as many notable scientists and 
inventors per capita. The government runs 
a development authority that has a half- 
billion-dollar annual budget for attracting 
new business and provides a generous 
slate of grants, loans, and tax write-offs: 
you put up $2 million to start a $ 1 2-million 
company, and they’ll find ways to scrape 
together the balance. Unions have only a 
35-percent hold on the workforce; bene- 
fits — and labor costs — are half those of 
the Continent. And everyone speaks 
English, sort of. 

One of the first major American high- 
tech firms to settle in Scotland was IBM. 
which set up shop back in 1951 in an old 
Battery Park torpedo factory. Ten employ- 
ees assembled punches, verifiers, and 
sorters in 7,000 square feet of space. 
Three years later, a staff 25 times larger 
moved to its present location at Spango 
Valley, in Greenock, Renfrewshire, an 
hour or so west of Glasgow. Today, 2,500 
workers and a host of robot body parts 
ramble around in over a million square 
feet. Aside from hammering together key- 
boards and displays, Greenock is respon- 
sible for assembling every PC for sale in 


Alex Wilson, plant director of IBM’s facilities in Greenrock, Scotland. 


Workers in the highly automated IBM facility still do some assembly work by hand. 


Europe, Africa, and the Middle East, 

Giant Vending Machine 

The plant boasts what may possibly be 
the world’s largest automated ware- 


house — its $30-million Advanced 
Materials Distribution Plant, better known 
to the locals as “the giant vending 
machine.” IBM’s AMDS can shuttle 
24,000 single-ton skids in and out of their 


I7« 
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pigeonholes without any human interven- 
tion. Visiting factory managers accus- 
tomed to warehouse chaos and personnel 
problems back home weep when they see 
the intricate metal organism weave acres 
of pallets back and forth in a breathtaking, 
computerized ballet. IBM set up the dis- 
tribution center as a separate business unit, 
and it took 4 years to build. The project 
officer who sited it is now working in 
Boca Raton in IBM's Automation and 
Distribution Competence Center. It took 
900 man-months just to write the software 
that runs it. 

Plant Director Alex Wilson, like any 
proud papa, bursts his buttons showing the 
thing off. Wilson is a knife-edge cherub 
from Dundee, home of the three^s — Jute, 
Jam, and Journalism (the Thompson 
newspaper empire is anchored there). 
Someone once said that looking into Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt's piercing eyes was like 
watching a freight train bear down on you. 
Wilson is as charming as they come, but 
you get the sense that anyone who crosses 
him hears that big diesel roar. 

Accompanying him through a churning 
sea of automated machinery, I was trans- 
fixed by the sprawling maze of belts, 
rollers, cams, conveyors, lifts, tracks, 
sensors, whooshing robotized carts, gates 
switching and clicking in sequence, servos 
trailing long twitching cables, jittery hum- 
ming motors, bouncing curvilinear hy- 
draulic lines — all of it freshly painted, 
gleaming, chromed, non-unionized. 

Way off in the distance a neatly- 
scrubbed maintenance engineer was tin- 
kering with a set of balky, blue mechani- 
cal arms. The only other humans visible 
were behind a thick, smoked-glass win- 
dow, eyes glued to their monitors, hands 
autonomically snaking to softly pulsing 
lights on shiny switch panels. The effect 
was magical, otherworldly, a cross be- 
tween the flight deck of an immense air- 
craft carrier and the underground control 
center at Disneyland. 

Wilson paused outside what looked 
like the door to a nuclear reactor, screwed 
an impish grin onto his face, and asked in 
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his crisp lowlands burr, “Do ya suffer-r-r 
fr-r-rom ver-r-r-r-r-tigo?” Hell no. I'm 
tough as they come; I eat instant-death 
sudden drops for breakfast. I strode brisk- 
ly through the portal onto a jiggling wire- 
mesh grid suspended ptecaiiously above a 

One of the first 
major American 
high-tech firms to 
settle in Scotland 
was IBM. 

fathomless abyss. Every organ from my 
knees north instantly knotted into a clove 
hitch somewhere near my throat. It was 
exhilarating — if you like raw terror. Not 
much different from doing one-arm 
pullups from the roof of the Astrodome, I 
suspect. 

All around us, ten-story-high yellow 
cranes hurtled along endless aisles extend- 
ing down long lines of perspective into the 
gloaming, extracting and depositing sin- 
gle-ton skids of inchoate IBMs like a fre- 
netic shiva-armed postman sorting mail. I 
peered nervously through the mesh grid at 
the cement floor far below, and could 
swear 1 saw sinister stains where previous 
journalists with teetering senses of balance 
had met their maker. White-knuckled pan- 
ic has a habit of blurring one's percep- 
tions. 

A Touch of Boca 

The Scottich operation essentially rep- 
licated Boca's PC assembly system. How- 
ever, they don't screw PCs together in the 
sleek, ultramodern main Spango Valley 
plant. Instead, IBM renovated an aban- 
doned factory in downtown Greenock and 
set up Europe's only PC line there. The 
only part of the American operation the 
Scottish management didn't replicate was 
Boca's administration system, preferring 
their own — you know what people say 
about highlands fmgality. Both plants are 
tied to other IBM facilities worldwide via 


their own 1750 telephone system and 
IBM's tie-links. 

Since 1977, their production lines have 
had a high degree of mechanization. 
According to Wilson, “mechanization is 
just getting the parts in and out. We went 
along the premise that says if you establish 
a footprint — and the designer always 
designs within that footprint — then we 
don't have to change our production 
lines.” 

He's very happy with his PC produc- 
tion. The PC assembly facility fits handily 
in the 100,000-square-foot space; another 
hundred thousand or so is available nearby 
if needed. The plant gets several compo- 
nents from the United States (such as flop- 
py drives — although one Scottish drive 
maker, Rodine, makes drives for markets 
in both the United Kingdom and the Unit- 
ed States) and the Orient, but it makes an 
effort to establish a base of supply in 
Europe. 

Wilson would like to add shifts to the 
prtxluction line, but feels there is much 
employee resistance: "We have to be real 
careful because the social acceptance of 
working extra shifts is different from that 
in the United States. You in America have 
24-hour shopping. 24-hour home televi- 
sion — it becomes a sort of way of life. 
Here people are off the pavement at 9:00 at 
night.” 

One thing the employees don't mind is 
the increasing use of robots. Wilson says 
he spends a lot of time communicating 
with the employees so they “understand a 
high degree of what our current business is 
and some of the future.” All of the robot- 
ized applications in use at the factory were 
developed there. Plant engineers are cur- 
rently busy automating the keyboard line 
with robots developed, designed, and 
manufactured in Scotland. The robots, 
and parts of the assembly line, are tun by 
PCs shrouded in translucent dust covers. 
Automation seems to be a hallowed 
word — they're even “playing around 
with” an automated printer circuit card 
assembly line. 

According to Wilson, “absolutely 


SILICON GLEN 


none of the PC’s success is attributable to 
automation. When you look at the PC, it’s 
a rea.sonably simple box, and we’ve got 
hardly any automation in the PC line in 
comparison with what we've got in this 
plant. That does not necessarily mean to 
say that it won’t go in the future.” 

Various outside sources pegged the 
number of PCs being shipped this year 
from Scotland at around 100,000. Wilson 
hinted that he was prepared to increase this 
number at the drop of a hat. He claims to 
have up to half a million square feet of 
available off-site plant space ready if nec- 
essary for major projects. Tbe main plant 
fits comfortably in its 120 acres, and bull- 
dozers are already outside plying the lush 
turf. Wilson admits he could double the 
size of the main plant if need be. The big- 
gest problem? Parking lots (or as the Scots 
refer to them, car parks). 

Dirty Tricks? 

Wilson claims that his labor and other 
costs are competitive with those in the 
United States, and that this — as well as an 
ingenious ploy of his — played a part in 
attracting Boca’s attention. He spoke at 
length about snagging the PC account: 

“We bid for the PC production. I don’t 
think it’s any secret that building PCs 
wasn’t really our mission, but we man- 
aged to catch Boca’s attention and we con- 
vinced them that we had a capability. Our 
original mission was just displays and con- 
trollers. They sent senior managers across 
here and saw what it was that we were 
doing. And they liked it. 

“Every IBM plant within a continental 
area is in competition with every other 
IBM plant for the right to make a particu- 
lar product. Within 3 months of getting the 
drawings, we had actually designed our 
own power supply, had it manufactured, 
bought all the components, produced all 
our own cards, and sent back a PC plus 
quite a number of parts. 

“There are at least two and sometimes 
three plants that we all compete with — 
there’s always a reasonable amount of 
competition. We don’t consider that 


we’ve got a God-given right to exist. 
Amsterdam and Italy were the two front- 
runners. Amsterdam didn’t go for it; Italy 
did. But it was basically on the prices that 
we were able to get into the UK and 
Europe. Plus the way that we assembled 
and tested and wrapped it all together — 
we were better. 

“We had made a prototype once 

Yellow cranes 
hurtled along 
endless aisles, 
extracting and 
depositing single-ton 
skids of inchoate 
IBMs. 

before. The fellow who is now our direc- 
tor had a product that he was showing off 
and was interested in letting us see, to con- 
vince us we should make it. And he 
brought all of his senior managers up 
here. 

“Ten weeks before that we managed to 
get the drawings, and we actually made 
one, and when he was telling us about it 
we sort of pulled the curtains away from 
the side of the room and said 'oh, one of 
those’ and a gal came over and demon- 
strated it to him. We’ve done that trick 
twice. 1 don’t know if it would work 
again. 

“But it was quite interesting. In 3 
months we went out to vendors and made 
all our own cards. We had them assem- 
bled by other vendors after buying all tbe 
components. Someone came in and 
designed and made the power supply. It 
shows what you can do when you really 
set your mind to it. There are a fair sprin- 
kling of vendors in Scotland. The raw 
cards all come from Scotland. A fair num- 
ber of the components, all of the metal- 
work, and all the rest of it come from here. 
We get some stuff from abroad — Europe. 
The card is assembled and tested for us by 


a company in England and the publica- 
tions are actually done in Glasgow. We 
are actually shipping manuals to the Unit- 
ed States as well. 

' ‘We control the software, but tbe soft- 
ware is actually copied for us in a French 
IBM facility. We control the whole of the 
European chain. Approximately 85 per- 
cent of our products are exported to 
Europe. There are probably more than 6(X) 
dealers there.” 

No Delivery Delays 

Wilson is able to meet the European/ 
African/Middle Ea.st demand without any 
problem. He claims he’s shipping all his 
PCs “on lime” and admits the wait is far 
longer in the United States; “1 believe that 
the market there has taken off. Although 
the UK has possibly got the biggest market 
for home computers per capita, I think in 
the professional area — which we believe 
the PC fils into — the market in the States 
has grown faster than the market here. 
They also had a significant advantage in 
the marketplace when they signed up 
ComputerLand and Sears.” 

There are several reasons why comput- 
ers have scratched out such a toehold in 
the UK. The first, according to Wilson, is 
that local computer vendor Sinclair came 
out with products that were decent begin- 
ner’s computers and extremely affordable. 
Tbe other big reason is that the govern- 
ment has made a grant available to place 
computers — generally BBC Acoms — in 
every school. There are few IBMs in 
schools because the PC is so new; the gov- 
ernment updates its list of approved com- 
puters once a year, and the PC wasn’t even 
really available last time around. 

Most of the other micro suppliers in 
Europe are worried. IBM wasn’t even a 
presence a year or two ago, and now 
they’re methodically displacing the cur- 
rent market leaders. Although the market 
is very different from that in the United 
States, IBM PC fever is rapidly spreading 
eastward across the Atlantic. And Alex 
Wilson will be only too happy to watch the 
temperature rise. ■ 
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ALL YOU REALLY NEED . . . Practical UCSD I^cal from NCI 


Now, for a very friendly price, you can write floppy disks. You also gel a full screen editor. For all vou neetl to program in UCSD I^cal or 

your own UCSD Pascal software on the IBM a file manager, graphics capability, RAMdisk for dealership infonnation call or write; 

PC. NCI's Practical fiscal Package makes it support and a guide wtiich explains in clear, 

simple to program in UCSD F^c.al. the natural down-lo-earih laiiguage how to use the 

choice of professional software developers p*Syslem. - — . — 

worldwide, even in the most remote locations. 

This is a system you can grow with. All the - 

The Practical Pascal Rrckage combines tools to meet your new prugnimming ** 

a superior fiscal compiler with the easiest, requirements are available ^m NCI. Network Consulting Inc. 

fastest and most relial^e p-System on the In addition to the IBM PC, the NCI Practical Discmeiy Park, Suite 110, 3700 Gilmote Way, 

market for the IBM PC and compatibles. This fiscal Package is comixitible with Corona, Burnaby, B.C. Canada V5G 4M1 

package lets you compile without changing Columbia, Ea^e, Com[)aq and Hyperion. (6041 430-3466 

* UCSD Pascal is a trade mark of the Regents of the|UniversitY of California, p-Syscem is a trade mark of SofTech Microsystems. Inc and is used pursuant to a license 

granted by Softech Microsystems, Inc IBM PC is a trade mark of International Business f^chines Corp 



dPROGRAMMER is 
an accounting package 
and application generator 
that takes the 
“programming” out of 
using dBASE 11. 



dBASE II makes it possible. 
^ROGRAJMMER makes 

it easy. 


The advent of dBASE II was a quantum step in computer 
information management. But to fully appreciate its power 
can take months of study. Now dPROGRAMMER takes the 
“programming" out of creating your own application and 
turns your computer into the management tool you hoped it 
would be when you bought it. 

dPROGRAM your accounting. 

dPROGRAMMER comes with a complete accounting package 
written in dBASE II. Now you can quickly and easily manage 
your General Ledger, Accounts Receivable and Accounts 
Payable. Included are the standard reports of balance sheet 
and income statement, a detailed general ledger, customer 
and vendor ledgers, and 5 journal registers, as well as many 
other helpful internal reports. dPROGRAMMER lets you 
handle sophisticated double entry accounting with 
simplicity and flexibility unmatched in the industry. 


Source code provided. 

Whether you have extensive dBASE II programming 
experience or are just learning this exciting language, you'll 
appreciate having the dPROGRAMMER source code. Not 
only does this make customization a very real possibility, but 
also provides examples of extremely well-written dBASE II 
programs, 

dPROGRAMMER Is the dBASE II bargain of the year. 

dPROGRAMMER is the only dBASE II add-on produa you 
will ever have to buy. It’s a comprehensive business tool for 
dBASE II users that comes with everything you need to get 
the most out of your computer. Right away. What’s all that 
worth? dPROGRAMMER costs just $295, much less than 
you’d expect to pay for the accounting source code alone! 
dPROGRAMMER is the sensible solution for all your 
information management needs. 


dBASE ? dBo 


dPROGRAM your business appiication. 

dPROGRAMMER adapts dBASE II to your way of doing 
business. It’s quick and easy to use because you organize the 
access to information by setting up your own menus, 
programs and files. It’s all in plain English with 
enough depth for both novice and expert. 

Anyone in your office will be able to organize 
information so it can be ordered, changed, 
retrieved and printed to suit every 
circumstance. dPROGRAMMER does many 
complex dBASE II funaions automatically 

for you. From mailing lists through != 

complex repons, dPROGRAMMER will 
manage your data so you’re free to manage 
your business. “A great team" 


dPROGRAMMER runs on any computer that will support 
dBASE II (8 or 16 bit). For more information, contact 
Sensible Designs at 5244 Edgepark Way, 

San Diego, CA 92124. 


Better yet, call 
(619) 268-0123 today. 

CIRCLE 823 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

SENSIBLE DESIGNS® 

© Sensible [)esign$ 1983 
dPRCXjRAMMER is a registered trademark of 
Sensible Designs. 

dBASE 11 is a registered trademark of Ashton* Tate. 


SOFTWARE/RICHARD H. ZANDER 


Getting ATaste 
OfThe 
PIEWriter 

Hayden’s new PIE: Writer word processor for the IBM PC is not 
as well baked as their Apple PIE, but it’s still a sweet program 
that goes down pretty smooth. 


T he program PIE.Wriler is adver- 
tised as the “world's best word 
processor' 'having beaten four out 
of six dedicated word processors in review 
tests. PlEiWriter is indeed a sophisticated 
and relatively inexpensive word process- 
ing system, but these glowing reviews it 

PIE:WriUr 

Hayden Software Company 
600 Suffolk St. 

Lowell, MA 01833 
(617) 953-0200 
Price: $199.95 

Requires: 64K RAM (I28K for split 
screen), one disk drive, DOS 1.0, 1.1, 
or 2.0. 

CIRCLE 761 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


has received were written for its Apple 
version, which has gone through two pol- 
ishings. 

PIEWriter (2.5) for the IBM PC biUs 
itself is easy to use, but it isn't easy as pie. 
The control commands ate mote intelli- 
gently assigned than those of, say, Word- 
Star, but there ate 184 different com- 
mands in all. In case your machine doesn't 
have separate function, tab, or cursor con- 
trol keys, an additional 60 alternate com- 
mands are given. And though the control 
key/letter combinations ate discussed at 
length in the manual, the alternate func- 
tion, tab, and cursor keys ate often men- 
tioned only once. The diskette does 
include a lengthy tutorial and a couple of 
short files to practice on, but there is only 


one help screen, which presents only the 
simplest functions and commands. 

The Manual 

The manual (which includes four pages 
of errata) provides good lessons on the 
basic procedures for editing and format- 
ting text. The chapter on how to configure 
the editing and formatting programs is 
short and sweet. It explains how to change 
default settings on the usual default, plus 
such things as values for tab increments, 
text entry mode, baud rate for serial print- 
er, line feed after return, underline method 
(none, backspace, overlay, or start/stop), 
certain control characters, header/footer 
and page top and bottom margins, para- 
graph indentation (up to 127 characters). 
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and paragraph spacing. 

A well-organized reference chapter 
provides a complete rundown on the 184 
commands. An “Advanced Topics” 
chapter details use of the mail merge fea- 
ture, which inserts various information 
(dates, names, and so forth) into standard 
documents so you can easily grind out 
form letters or complex mailing labels. 
The Terminal Communications program 
is also briefly described. This software is 
irKluded on the PIE:Wriler diskette sup- 
porting asynchronous telecommunications 
between two PIE. Wriler-equipped com- 
puters. It works with a Hayes Micromod- 
em U or an RS-232 serial controller card 
plus acoustic coupler (the IBM 
Communications Card or CCS77I0A Se- 
rial plus Novation CAT coupler). 

The manual concludes with an exten- 
sive index to both command functions and 
the commatxls themselves, but this has 
more than a few errors that are not cor- 
rected in the errata list, it also has some 
curious lapses. For instance, it fails to tell 
you how to accomplish justification and 
how to delete a line. 

I installed PIE. Writer on my IBM PC 
with 128K RAM and an 80-column color 
monitor. I was informed via the manual 
that certain files used for configuration are 
deleted automatically once PIE. Writer is 
installed. For all its many features, the 
PIE:Wriler original diskette has only 
148,480 bytes on it — quite a powerful lit- 
tle package that is slimmed down further 
after configuration. 

After I began working with it, I found 
PIE. Writer to be an amazing piece of soft- 
ware. You type in text plus formatting 
commands on a 127-character- wide edit- 
ing screen (you can see 78 columns at a 
time with automatic screen shift to the 
right) and 22 lines deep. Tab stops and 
margin indicators are given along the top 
of the screen. The status line at the bottom 
indicates the column and line location of 
the cursor, overtype or insert mode; word 
wrap, manual, or autoindent modes; argu- 
ment indication (for escape-key command 
sequences); and name of file. When you 


finish editing text, you come to a format- 
ting menu. The text may now be sent 
directly to a printer or to the monitor 
screen to preview layout, design, and 
printing of the document (while obeying 

The manual has 
more than a few 
errors and some 
curious lapses. 

the non-printing formatting commands). 
The text is shown in actual page layout, 
page by page. 

Full Featured 

PIE-Writer has all the basic features of 
most word processing systems. Some 
conunands ate single key (E, for exam- 
ple), some double (or triple) key (Ctrl/ A), 
and many are sequential (Esc W Enter). 

You can easily move the cursor to any 
particular column by pressing the Esc key 
plus a number. Hitting the tab key with the 
shift key moves the cursor to the left. Set- 
ting and clearing individual or multiple 
tables is easier than on a typewriter. You 
can advance or reverse one screen at a time 
or by lA of a screen, or you can skip a 
specified number of screens. If you have 
at least 128K RAM, you can edit two files 
at once with a split screen. The two 
screens can be varied in size, or two files 
can be edited alternately on a full 
screen. 

Delete and insert functions are stan- 
dard. The cursor is Just a big pulsing rect- 
angle, and the word “insert” on the status 
line tells when you are in the insert mode. 
You can also split a line at the cursor and 
move the text on the right of the cursor to 
the left margin of a new line. You can call 
for the insertion of any number of blank 
lines at the cursor. All characters from the 
cursor to a particular letter in a line can be 
deleted. It doesn't matter where in a word 
the cursor is when deleting it. You can 
insert the date or file name at the cursor by 
using only two key strokes. 


Search and replace functions are pow- 
erful in PIEtWriter. You can specify for- 
ward or backward searches for a string of 
up to 58 characters, with a wildcard char- 
acter thrown in for flexibility. Replace- 
ment of strings is one by one or global. 

There is extensive use of cursor- 
defined conunands: two different posi- 
tions of the cursor provide the upper left 
and lower right comets of a rectangle of 
area on the monitor to be modified. Text 
or space may be insetted or deleted, and 
you may save this block to a side file. 

Control characters (nonprinting charac- 
ters such as imbedded printer commands) 
can be inserted with a control/backslash 
key combination. The control character 
will then be displayed in inverse video. 
Nonstandard ASCII characters are entered 
with the Alt key and ASCII number. 

Certain auxiliary commands give you 
directory, space on disk, file status, word 
count, or line count information and let 
you save or load tab settings, set high bit, 
set/reset line feeds after carriage enter, 
and delete or rename files. The function 
keys are used for some of the common 
commands, divided about equally be- 
tween editing (such as delete a word or 
line and store it in memory) and format- 
ting instructions (center a line or begin a 
new paragraph). 

Editing 

The editing facility contains three 
modes of text entry. Manual mode, the 
default, is typewriterlike, giving you a 
beep when your line passes the bell-col- 
umn, at which time you press the Enter 
key to start the next line. The PPWtap 
mode is word wrap, automatically begin- 
ning a new line when your text line 
reaches the right margin marker. (The tab 
key in word wrap mode stops the cursor at 
the first letter of each word, not at the tab 
stops as in the manual mode.) The autoin- 
dent mode is like the word wrap mode but 
begins a new line directly under the first 
letter of the last line, producing the hang- 
ing indentations necessary for biblio- 
graphic work. 
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Easy As ABC 

In the spelling software bee, Hayden's The Speller 
gets an A and moves to the head of the class. 


PIE. Writer files may be up to 65,535 
lines long, about 1,300 pages. When you 
edit a previously created file, you auto- 
matically produce a new file with the old 
one saved as a backup with the file exten- 
sion .BAK. PIE :W liter does not copy the 
newly edited file over the old one; it copies 
the new backup file over the old backup 
file. 

PIE:Wriler moves an edit buffer across 
your file, which can be very large 
depending on your system’s meitKiry. 
Since editing is not page-oriented, you can 
move through the file very fast, either 
screen by screen or by specifying the 
screen line you want. Some memory is 
also allocated to a copy buffer to store 
lines or blocks of lines and to reintroduce 
them into the text later. PlEiWriter can 
also read from or write to side files from 
the file being edited. The side files can be 
used for storing large inserts. 

Formatting 

The formatting program of PIE:Wriler 
is particularly effective, and I will just 
touch on a few of the most interesting fea- 
tures. Formatting is accomplished with 49 
different nonprinting dot commands, each 
one entered beginning on the left of its 
own, separate line. For instance, AD 
gives right margin justification aixl .NA 
cancels it, .CE 3 centers the next three 
lines, .LS 2 produces double spacing. .IN 
followed by a number indents all follow- 
ing text that number of spaces, and so on. 
Dot commands requiring numerical pa- 
rameters have default values, so you don't 
have to keep tacking in numbers. 

Files are easily chained. This can be 
used to set up standard formats (such as a 
file of dot commands for formatting) or for 
labels, letters, and office documents. Files 
also may be queued, which prints the files 
sequentially with each file beginning on a 
new page. 

Dot commands are available to control 
such paragraph parameters as space 
between paragraphs, temporary additional 
indentations, number of lines needed to 
begin a paragraph (eliminates widow lines 


F IE. Writer may not be as easy as pie. 

but there’s no doubt that Hayden’s 
spelling checker program. The Speller. 
is a real peach. It’s one of the cheapest 
spelling checkers on the market, and it 
gives fast, easy, and accurate service. 
It’s even designed to merge with 
PIE:Wriier so that both systems fit on 
one double-sided double-density disk- 
ette. The Speller is then accessible direct- 
ly from PIE:Writer's main menu (with 
128K RAM). The Speller can also be 
used separately, configured for use with 
word processors such as Easy Writer 
1 .1, FinalWord, Volkswriter. WordStar, 
and an "other” category. 

The main dictionary of The Speller is 
not a hash of stems, suffixes, and pre- 
fixes. It contains 20,575 words com- 
pressed with a unique algorithm that 
speeds the look-up routine. The Speller 
first compares your text with a list of the 
1,200 most common English words, 
loaded in memory. Then, words in your 
text that do not match these are checked 
again.sl the main dictionary and against a 
personal word list you devise yourself. 
The master menu then offers several 
options. The valid words, suspect 
words, or corrected words can be dis- 
played as summary lists, either on screen 
or as a printout. You can check each 
word individually and either accept it as 

The Speller 

Hayden Software Company 
600 Suffolk St. 

Lowell, MA 01853 
(617) 953-0200 
Price: $49.95 

Requires; 64K RAM, one disk drive. 
CIRCLE 758 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


is. accept it and save it to a dictionary, 
replace it with the correct spelling, or 
postpone action. The Scan function is 
impressive. Your text is scrolled on^the 
monitor, stopping at a highlighted sus- 
pect word, which is dealt with in the 
same way that words are checked indi- 
vidually. Banging the space bar once 
will approve the suspect word, save it to 
a dictionary, and scroll text to the next 
suspect word. You can also go over the 
suspect words with any number of added 
special dictionaries. A review function 
lets you look at previous choices and 
change your mind. You can interrupt any 
of these commands and return to the 
main menu at any time. 

Rather than just marking words for 
later correction with a word pnx;essor. 
The Speller creates a new file (with the 
old one's name) that has your spelling 
changes in it. and renames the original 
uncorrccted file with the extension 
.BAK for use as a backup. (Ytxi can 
mark words if you want to.) 

The Speller's dictionary is relatively 
small and cannot be added to. There is 
no compression facility for the additional 
dictionaries in ASCII that you create 
yourself. You can. however, buy 
replacement system dictionaries featur- 
ing specialized vcK'abularies tor the legal 
and other professions from Hayden Soft- 
ware (call (800) 343-1218 for informa- 
tion). The manual cautions you not to 
accept mis.spelled words for the side dic- 
tionaries. but the ASCII supplemental 
word lists can be periodically reviewed 
and corrected with a word processor. 

I’m going to use The Speller. It is well 
worth the $49.95, and Hayden Software 
has a winner with this one. — R.Z. 
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at the bottom of the page), and paragraph 
indentation. Layout commands include 
justification control (allowing incremental 
justification if your printer will support it). 


line spacing, space down a number of 
lines, force a number of blanks, page 
length, and begin new page. 

Format instructions for running titles 


(headers , footers) and top and bottorn mar- 
gins are well worked out. Pagination is 
automatic. Through dot commands, 
PIE. Wriler can center, boldface, under- 
line, and capitalize text anywhere on the 
page. Blocks of text from separate files 
can be inserted in various places in a stan- 
dard document. STOP dot commands halt 
text printing so you can change ribbon col- 
or or the daisy wheel. There are broad for- 
matting limits: maximum page length is 
250 lines, maximum number of pages is 
999, and maximum output line length is 
132 characters. 

What doesn’t PIE. Wriler do? There is 
no provision for footnoting. PIE:Writer 
doesn’t support a mouse. There is no 
UNDO command. On-screen help is lim- 
ited. There is no option for two-column 
justified text. The headers can’t be shifted 
alternately tight and left for book formats. 
There is no automatic index generation. 
And it won’t fetch the morning newspaper 
or pour your orange juice. 

There were also two outstanding bugs 
in the system I reviewed, which Hayden 
has since corrected. In order to get the pro- 
gram to configure itself, it asked for a non- 
existent file called “date.com” from my 
PC-DOS. Additionally, I couldn’t make 
the reconfiguration file change the default 
tight margin from column 63 to any col- 
utim other than one to 24. 

In fairness, Hayden Software claims to 
have an upgrade policy for owners of ear- 
ly-issue IBM PC PIE. Wriien. A bug-free 
version can be obtained by mailing in the 
original PIE:Writer diskette. Owners 
should call (800) 343-1218 for a return 
OK and have the serial number handy. 

I found that 184 commands are a lot to 
keep in your head at all times, so perhaps 
PIE.Wriler is not for the hack software 
reviewer. It is, however, just tight for 
those office text-architects who need the 
greatest flexibility in editing and format- 
ting a variety of documents. If you are 
willing to wed your psyche to the 184 
P/E.-Wnrer commands, you can have your 
very own quasi-dedicated word processor 
on the IBM PC for less than $2(K). ■ 


What’s supporting 
YOurlBMPC? 



The Information Interface 


The First Information Management 
System That Takes Your P.C. 
Seriously. 

Combines, in a single integrated 
system, all of the historically separate 
functions of database manager, report 
generator, query language, forms 
facility, database definition, data 
dictionary, and programming 
language. 


The first commercially available 
Information Management System 
which uses the Entity Relationship 
Model of Data. It captures not only 
data, but also the way in which it is 
structured. Generates information 
applications as much as 20 times 
faster than conventional methods. 


1 785 Woodward Drive 
Ottawa. Ontario K2C 0R1 
(613)727-1397 


XAKTHE 

INFORMATION INC 


FOR USE ON IBM PC- & XT", 
HYPERION-, COLUMBIA-, 
EAGLE - . COMPAQ- . CORONA - 
AND RAINBOW- 
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The Next Generation 
Operating System 

QNX. Literally the finest, fastest, most 
comprehensive PC operating system avail- 
able. A true real time, multi-user, multi- 
tasking operating system that gives the 
user hierarchical files and 16 level task 
priorities. In addition to the standard set of 
over 60 utilities (including word 
processing, communications, “C” compiler 
and 8086 assembler ... all for only 
$650 U.S.) the following products are 
also available. 



QDOC. A sophisticated document processor. 
Capabilities: automatic table-of-contents, indexes, 
footnotes, mailing lists, forms, etc. 

QSPELL. A very fast multi-user spelling checker 
that has the unique ability to check spelling in real 
time as you enter or print text anywhere in ONX. 
QMENU.A menu interface to QNX and your 
applications allows you to create your own menus 
as a front end to any application. 

QBASIC. A basic compiler which supports 
structured IF THEN ELSE's, multi-line functions 
and separately compiled modules. 

QDOS. A PC-DOS emulator which allows you to 
run many of your DOS applications as a task under 
QNX. 

QMAIL.A multi-user messaging system. Features 
include registered mail, mail forwarding, sending to 
groups of users, etc. 



QUANTUM SOFTWARE SYSTEMS LTD. 

P.O.Box 5318, Station “F” 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2C 3H5 
Tel. (613)820-8460 

QUANTUM SOFTWARE SYSTEMS INC. 

6940 Santa T eresa Blvd., Ste. 6 
San Jose, California 951 19 
Tel. (408) 281-1586 
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WORD PROCESSING/JOEL PITT 


Word 

Processing 

OnThe Honor 
System 

Here’s a new word processor for the IBM PC that uses 
a unique marketing strategy. It’s worth full market price, 
but it’s up to you to decide whether or not to pay for it. 

Wallace, the author of the program, sug- 
gests that satisfied users register their use 
of the program and make a contribution of 
$75. The benefits of doing so are impres- 
sive. You’ll receive a bound, printed copy 
of the manual, a copy of the latest update 
of the program, the P^al (MS-DOS) and 
Assembler source code for the program, 
and a $25 commission whenever another 
user registers a copy derived from your 
original program. 

Even at $75, PC-Write is considerably 
cheaper than most other available word 
processors for the PC. But you don’t buy a 
word processor simply for its price, but 
because it can help make editing and text 


W hat could be better than a 
well-designed word proces- 
sor that offers a host of 
advanced features and unusually fast per- 
formance? How about one that does all 
these things and that’s legally available to 
anyone at no cost? 


PC-Write 

Quicksoft 

219 First Ave, N. #224 
Seattle, WA 98109 
(206) 282-0452 

Price: $10 for diskette; $75 to register. 
Requires: 64K RAM, one disk drive. 


CIRCLE 682 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


PC-Write, from Quicksoft, of Seattle, 
Washington, is available under a unique 
distribution plan called Sbateware (or 
Freeware). Like other programs that 
employ this marketing method (such as 
the communications program PC-Talk III 
and the file management program PC- 
File), PC-Write still manages to generate 
some income for its company. It includes 
a notice that users are permitted, even 
encouraged, to allow others to copy the 
diskette, which is how most users obtain 
their copies. (The program is also avail- 
able from the manufacturer for $10.) One 
of the files on the diskette includes the full 
text of the neatly 100-page manual. Bob 


PC MAGAZINE* FEBRUARY 21, 1984 


189 


HONOR SYSTEM 


enby quick and easy. Other criteria are 
speed, reliability, and the various features 
it offers. On this bottom line, PC-Write 
rates extremely well and compares favor- 
ably with many word processors costing 
much more. 

You can enter text in PC-Write in either 
of two modes: Pushright (often called the 
insert mode by other programs), and 
Overwrite. When you enter text, it pushes 
the text ahead of it forward, rather than 
typing over it. In Overwrite mode the text 
you type replaces the text currently at the 
cursor position. You switch modes by 
pressing the Scroll Lock key at the upper 
right comer of the keyboard. All of the 
cursor controls and other commands 
remain available in either mode. 

Key Assignments 

PC-Write was designed specifically for 
the PC and makes effective use of the 
entire keyboard. The function keys and the 
keys on the numeric keypad are all effec- 
tively used to provide single-keystroke 
access to a wide variety of editing, cursor, 
and screen-movement commands. All the 
keys have alternate functions assigned to 
them when they are simultaneously 
pressed with the Shift key. Some have 
additional functions when pressed in con- 
junction with the control key. 

Most of the keys are used to move the 
cursor or scroll the screen. The four arrow 
keys move the cursor logically, one step at 
a time. The Home key moves the cursor to 
the left end of a line, the End key, to the 
end of the text on a line, and the PgUp and 
PgDn keys scroll the screen one line at a 
time. Pressing certain keys in conjunction 
with the Shift or Ctrl key will accelerate 
their effects. For example, the shifted 
PgUp and PgDn keys scroll the screen a 
page at a time, and the shifted up and 
down arrows will lake you to the top or 
bottom of your screen. Other combina- 
tions allow you to move the cursor for- 
ward or backward one word or paragraph 
at a time. The latter is an unusual, valuable 
feature. 

If you press Ctrl-Home, PC-Write sets 

WO 


a marker, called a bookmark, at the cur- 
rent cursor position. You may return to 
that marker by pressing Ctrl-End. 

The program numbers the lines in your 
file. You can find the number of the cur- 

When you want to 
transpose two letters 
PC-Write can do so 
in a single 
keystroke. 

rent line by hitting Shift-F9, and you can 
jump directly to any line by entering its 
line number after the Shift-F9 combina- 
tion. You can use single keystrokes to 
delete single letters, words, or lines. PC- 
Write keeps the most recently deleted 
word, line, or block in a buffer, and allows 
you to recall it and undo your deletion with 
a single keystroke. 

You can mark text with PC-Write and 
move, copy, delete, or save it to a file. 
Single words and lines can be marked with 
a single keystroke, and blocks of text can 
be marked using F6. 

When you use PC-Write's powerful 
arsenal of cursor movement controls in 
conjunction with its marking capability, 
you are able to perform complex editing 
tasks quickly and easily. For example, to 
move a paragraph, you position the cursor 
at the beginning of the paragraph, hit F6 to 
start marking, Ctri-PgDn to move to the 
start of the next paragraph, and F6 again to 
end marking. Next, you move the cursor 
to the new location hit the F4 key to move 
the paragraph — a simple operation. 

PC-Write includes an unusual number 
of little extras — corrunands that are 
extremely useful but are often overlooked. 
Pressing the F8 key changes the letter or 
cursor position from upper to lowercase 
(or vice versa). Most other word proces- 
sors require you to either delete the current 
letter and retype it, or switch to an over- 
write mode. When you want to transpose 
two letters PC-Write can do so in a single 


keystroke. It also allows you to split the 
screen into windows. 

Although learning the key assignments 
takes time, PC-Write's intelligent design 
facilitates the learning process. Pressing 
FI displays a help screen that summarizes 
commands and features. And PC-Write 
has an additional design feature: Any of its 
commands may be assigned to any control 
key combination. If you’re used to a pro- 
gram that uses control keys for com- 
mands, you can set up PC-Wri/e to operate 
that way and mimic your favorite word 
processor. Unless you alter them, the con- 
trol key commands are set to correspond to 
those used by WordStar. 

Better than WordStar 

Before 1 acquired PC-Write, I’d been 
doing most of my writing on WordStar 
and, as a result, I found PC-Write's 
approach to string searches and search- 
and-replace operations took some getting 
used to. But, after some practice, I am 
delighted with PC-Write. Each time you 
perform a search on WordStar, it prompts 
you for the name of the string. To perform 
a search-and-replace, it also asks you to 
enter the replacement string. PC-Write, 
however, always maintains a current 
search string and a current replacement 
string. Youdon’tneedtore-enteruntilyou 
want to change them. 

Once the current search string is set you 
need only press the plus (+) or minus (— ) 
keys on the numeric keypad to search for 
the next occurrence of the string, forward 
or backward, respectively. Press FIO to 
perform a search-and-replace operation. 
The shifted FIO key lets you undo the last 
replacement. You can use the Esc key for 
emergency exits. 

When you’re editing text that requires 
moving rapidly from sentence to sentence 
(as opposed to line to line), PC-Write's 
method of organizing its searches comes 
in handy. You instmet the current search 
string to look for a period (.). Pressing the 
plus (-I-) key will then advance the cursor 
to the end of the current sentence and 
pressing the minus (— ) key will move it 
PC MAGAZINE* FEBRUARY 21, 1984 
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back to the end of the last sentence. You 
can easily mark entire sentences this way, 
and then move, copy, or delete them 
quickly and easily, though be aware of 
sentences ending in exclamation points or 
question marks. 

The use of color is 
so effective that I 
use my color 
graphics monitor. 

PC-Wrile allows you to use three dif- 
ferent “wild card” characters in your 
search-and-replace strings. One will 
match any letter or digit, another matches 
anything except a letter or digit, and the 
last will match any character, whatever it 
may be. 

Your search and replace strings can 
include line-end characters so you can 
search for a particular arrangement of 
words across a line boundary. You can 
even switch from single to double spacing 
by replacing every line-end character with 
two line-end characters. 

PC-Wrile performs all of its functions 
with unusual speed. When you scroll 
pages up or down, the new page appears 
instantaneously. The program jumps from 
the beginning of the text buffer to the end 
of the text in a second, even when editing 
a 60K file. By contrast, WordStar takes 
nearly ten seconds to do the same thing, 
and MultiMate (widely lauded for its 
speed) takes more than three seconds. PC- 
Write replaced every occurrence of the 
word the with the character “xxxx” in a 
25K text, in 57 seconds. The new version 
of WordStar took more than IVi minutes, 
and the task took MultiMate more than 8 
minutes. 

Division of Labor 

PC-Write divides the editing and print 
formatting aspects of word processing 
between two separate programs: an editor 
program, called ed.exe, and a printing 
program, called pr.exe. This division is 


somewhat unusual, since the printing pro- 
gram is concerned only with the page-ori- 
ented formatting of the final printed text, 
that is, number of lines per page, header 
and footer placement, page numbering, 
and so on. The actual formatting of text 
within prescribed margins, as well as right 
justification, are left to the editor pro- 
gram. 

You set margins within the editor pro- 
gram by displaying and altering a "ruler 
line.” The ruler line may be saved to and 
reloaded from the disk. Once the margins 
are set, PC-Write provides word wrap 
within the margins and returns the cursor 
to the left margin as set. You reformat a 
paragraph within set margins by pressing 
the F7 key. You may direct PC-Write to 
reformat paragraphs with or without right 
justification. PC-Write will not, however, 
right justify your text as you enter it. 

Using the print program, you can put 
headers and footers on your text, control 
the number of lines per page, change the 
line spacing, and number the pages. You 
may have as many as four header and foot- 
er lines on each page, and you can have 
different headers and footers on right- and 
left-hand pages. The print program also 
allows you to merge text from separate 
files and to incorporate text entered at the 
keyboard. It does not, however, provide a 
form letter capability. 

Writing in Coior 

No account of PC-Write's features 
would be complete without a description 
of its use of color. If you have a color 
monitor capable of displaying 80 col- 
umns, this program can display text in col- 
or and use different colors to highlight 
marked text. You can even select the col- 
ors yourself. The use of color is so effec- 
tive that I often use my color graphics 
monitor to edit with PC-Write. despite the 
superior resolution of a monochrome 
monitor. 

Although its editing design, capabili- 
ties, and features compare favorably with 
many of the more expensive word proces- 
sors for the PC, and its speed is exception- 


al, PC-Write is still a young product. It 
lacks some highly desirable features and 
suffers from a bug or two. Its author, Wal- 
lace, is clearly committed to developing 
the product to full maturity and is even 
prepared to fix the bugs and supply new 
features. The one bug I found in version 
1.2, for example, was fixed and is no 
longer apparent in this version 1.3. 

One important omission in PC-Write is 
support for special printer features such as 
boldfacing and underlining. To get these 
features you can embed any ASCII control 
characters in your text but Wallace grpm- 
ises to eventually include special printer 
support. Another feature that I'd like to 
see in PC-Write is the ability to define 
keyboard macros, so that a single key- 
stroke can be used to generate a sequence 
of keystrokes. This would simply be an 
extension of PC-Write’s current ability to 
allow user definition of control keys and 
will undoubtedly be included in later 
releases. 

The availability of source code to reg- 
istered users opens a channel for develop- 
ing these features independently. The 
source code that Quicksoft supplies is 
complete and well documented. Much of 
it is in Assembler and takes some time to 
go through, but diligent hackers will man- 
age. I’ve already upgraded the printing 
program to allow a little more flexibility in 
header specifications, and I expect to do 
more custom tailoring. It seems likely that 
users of PC-Write will generate numerous 
updates of the program. 

Over the years I've had access to a wide 
variety of excellent word processing pack- 
ages. I’ve been using PC-Write for the last 
month, and it has become my word pro- 
cessor of choice. The performance is 
superb, the price is right, and the possibil- 
ities for customization are fantastic. It’s 
truly worth a try. ■ 


Joel Pitt is a senior consultant at Wood- 
bury Computer Associates, in Paramus, 
New Jersey. He is also a former Associate 
Professor of Computer Science at the State 
University of New York at New Paltz. 
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The 

Unfinished 

Word 

If it weren’t for its myriad flaws, Microsoft’s powerful, 
mouse-driven Word just might displace WordStar as the premier 

word processing program. 


T he mountain called Microsoft has 
laboted long and brought 
forth, you guessed it — a mouse. 
To give its pla.stic rodent its proper place in 
the overall .scheme of things, Microsoft 
has al.so brought forth a word processor 
called Word. Even though this is supposed 
to be a definitive review of Word, there’s 
no way anybody could give it a definitive 

Microsoft Word 
Microsoft Corporation 
10700 Norfhrup Way 
Bellevue, WA 98004 
(206) 828-8080 

List Price: $375 ($475 with Microsoft 
mouse and controller card) 

Requires; I28K RAM, one disk drive. 
CIRCLE 715 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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review on the basis of a mere week's expe- 
rience. I've run into weird word proces- 
sors before, but this is the first time one's 
nearly knocked me down for the count. 

Word is an absolute original — so orig- 
inal, in fact, that I can’t entirely decide 
how much I like it. Word is so chocka- 
block with nifty features, snazzy capabili- 
ties, and infuriating omissions that I 
haven’t even begun to discover them all. 
For good and ill, this program works like 
nothing else 1 have ever seen. 

What's different about Word’ For one 
thing, its mouse, but that's just for openr 
ers. Word offers the closest thing yet to a 
true onscreen picture of your text, print- 
formatting options sophisticated enough to 
drive a typesetting machine, windowing 
options that can let you look at as many as 


eight documents at once, a gratuitous two- 
keystroke entry of boilerplate paragraphs, 
and the simple.st method of automatic foot- 
noting I've ever seen. 

What’s wrong with Word} There are a 
host of niggling little irritations and omis- 
sions, maddening inconsistencies, the 
slowest saves-to-disk in the history of 
mankind, and documentation apparently 
produced by Madame Sadie's Pain Palace. 

You Get What You See — 

Honest! 

In the what-you-see-is-what-you-get 
sweepstakes, Word wins hands down. The 
program shows you boldfacing, italics, 
underlining, double-underlining, strike- 
through type, small capitals, and even 
superscripting and subscripting right up 
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there on your screen — if your screen hap- 
pens to be an 80-column color monitor and 
you choose to run Word in white-on-black 
(see Figure I). It’s veiy impressive, but 
don’t get carried away with your new- 
found power and try too many attributes at 
once — say, small-capital superscripted 


italics. You just may find the characters 
illegible or partially missing. 

If it’s hues you want, you can run the 
program in peacock mode and choose 
among eight background colors, to the 
detriment of what-you-see-is-what-you- 
getness. Word picks the foreground text 
colors for you: usually white for normal 
characters, high-intensity white for bold- 
facing, and green for all other character 
attributes. Monochromers do okay, too: 
underlining and boldface show up that 
way on the green screen; other attributes 
are underlined. One irksome problem in 
both these modes is that without printing 
the document, it’s impossible to tell 
whether a character has truly been under- 
lined or has actually received an attribute 
like superscripting — or both. 


Word automatically reforms para- 
graphs on the screen as you type. That’s 
mostly a blessing, but it’s not entirely 
unmixed. Delete enough of a long word at 
the beginning of a line, and the rest is like- 
ly to hop back to the end of the previous 
line. Insert material at the beginning of a 


paragraph, and the screen will stay dis- 
tractingly busy keeping the rest of the 
paragraph neat and pretty. Work with 
right-justified text, and you’ll find a lot of 
your typing scooting from right to left on 
the screen. Fortunately, getting your cur- 
rent keystrokes up there on the screen is 
Wor(f% first priority, so you’re rarely fly- 
ing blind. 

The Two-Disk Shuffle 

Unfortunately, "rarely" does not mean 
“never.” Fast as it is in many of its func- 
tions, Word does have its slow points. 
While it’s performing one of its periodic 
disk accesses for housekeeping, you won’t 
see your keystrokes. Usually the screen 
will catch up with you after a keystroke or 
two, but Word can go dead long enough to 


let the keyboard buffer chirp to inform you 
that you’re losing characters. 

Using a disk emulator for Word's pro- 
gram files (and the temporary files the pro- 
gram creates) would help speed things up. 
Though the manual claims you can do this 
using the DOS 2.0 Path command, it’s not 
true unless you’ve got a hard disk system, 
in which case you probably wouldn’t 
bother, (Why Microsoft can’t figure out 
how to make its own DOS Path command 
work is an interesting question. The 
answer seems to lie in the fact that Word 
has been copy-protected with a scheme 
designed to promote regular use of oaths 
and imprecations normally saved for very 
special occasions.) 

Word comes on two disks, and you 
need both to run it. Disk 2, the “program” 
disk, can be copied without limitation. But 
disk 1, the “system” disk, may be copied 
only twice: once to another floppy and 
once to a hard disk. With floppy drives 
you must insert the system disk in drive A 
to invoke Word. After about 1 2 seconds, 
you then respond to an onscreen prompt 
by removing the system disk, inserting the 
program disk, and hitting the Enter key 
(which, perversely, Microsoft insists on 
calling RETURN). After another wait, 
you’re ready to begin editing. 

Since the whole process takes a good 
long while, you’ll think thrice before exit- 
ing to DOS and having to go through the 
process all over again. Inevitably, you 
stick the program disk in the drive instead 
of the system disk, or the system disk mys- 
teriously takes a brief vacation from your 
desk. Hard-disk users are apparently 
spared these woes and should enjoy a 
marked increase in speed as well. 

But the idea of a copy-protected word 
processor is anathema to anyone who has 
to depend on the software for a living. 
What if your one diskette copy goes onto a 
bad disk? What if you have to reformat 
your hard disk for some reason or other? 
Sure, of course you can use the original 
system disk and order a replacement copy 
for a mere 25 bucks, but just how long will 
you be out of business if the system disk 
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Figure 1: Among its many on-screen features. Word can display bold italic type (the 
heading), hold type (the date), and underlining. 
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fails before that replacement arrives? 

The Gumby Cursor 

Word offers lots of ways to move the 
cursor — except it doesn’t admit to having 
a cursor. Oh, the cursor’s there, all right, 
but it’s so bizarre that Microsoft has cho- 
sen to call it the selection. Like a cousin of 
Gumby, the crazy cursor can stretch from 
its normal one-character size to encom- 
pass entire sentences, paragraphs, or a 
whole document. 

When it comes to moving the cursor — 
sorry, "selection” — the direction keys on 
the keypad do pretty much what you’d 
expect. Ctrl-PgUp and Ctrl-PgDn take you 
to the beginning and end of your docu- 
ment, respectively. But Home and End 
take you only to the left and right ends of 
lines, and there’s no quick way to get to 
the top or bottom of the screen. Response 
to the PgDn and PgUp keys is often slug- 
gish, and, unlike WordStar, Word will not 
let you hit a Pg key, say, five times and get 
you to where you want to go without hav- 
ing to look at all five intermediate pages. 
In fact, if you hit a Pg key five times in 
rapid succession. Word will generally flip 
through two or three pages and quit. 

But when you press the “Word Left” 
(F7) or “Word Right” (F8) keys, the cur- 
sor doesn’t simply move in the indicated 
direction, it also expands to highlight — 
“select” — the entire word. The F9 key 
“select” — the entire word. The F9 key 
selects the current sentence. Shift-F7 and 
Shift-F8 select the previous and next sen- 
tences, respectively. FIO selects the cur- 
rent paragraph. Shift-FlO selects the entire 
odd-size hunk of text, hit FS, the Extend 
key, and any combination of cursor-mov- 
ing keys, and the selection continues from 
where you started selecting to where you 
stop, in either direction. 

The selection process can be fraught 
with confusion, since some keys select 
and move the highlighting, whereas others 
only select. Furthermore, Word may have 
different ideas than you about what consti- 
tutes a sentence, a paragraph, or a word. 
And depending on whether or not the 


Extend mode is in effect, a single left or 
right arrow may move you somewhere 
you didn’t want to go. 

Selection is absolutely vital, however, 
because it’s part one of the Microsoft two- 
step, which you must dance to do almost 
anything within Word. Want to delete a 
word? First select the word, then press the 
Del key. Same thing for a line, sentence, 
paragraph, you name it. Want to underline 
some important stuff? Select it, hit Alt-u, 
and voiU! Still, even the simplest deletion 
of more than one character is a two-step 
process. The lack of an easy way to mark 
and delete “the rest of’ a word or line is a 
serious omission. 

Another annoyance is the way the pro- 
gram sends the active typing area almost 
all the way to the top of the screen when 
you reach the right end of the bottom line. 
This idiocy, fast becoming a common- 
place in word processing programs, is one 
of the little mysteries of the computer age. 
What earthly good do program designers 
believe you get from seeing a blank screen 
rather than being able to review the text 
you’ve just typed? 

Undo That Again! 

The backspace key acts destructively 
and, on random occasions, exceptionally 
slowly. Use it to delete text, and that text 
is gone for good. In overtype mode, 
selected by the F5 key, the backspace key 
doesn’t do anything at all, except now and 
then when it stretches the selection back- 
wards. (This behavior is utterly undocu- 
mented by the manual.) 

Shift-Del kills the selection permanent- 
ly. The unshifted Del key deletes the 
selection to a buffer called the “scrap.” 
The Ins key sticks the scrap into your text 
at the selection position. 

If you’re used to deleting text by hold- 
ing down the Del key and sucking up text 
letter by letter, get used to doing some- 
thing else. With this particular operation, 
and only this one. Word updates the scrap 
contents indicator at the bottom of the 
screen (line 25) before updating the text. 
Even if you keep your eye on the letters 


spinning by on line 25, you’re bound to 
delete more or less copy than you’d 
intended. 

The advantage of the scrap is that you 
can “undelete” your mistaken deletes if 
you catch them quickly. Esc-u will undo 
your last “edit.” In general, that means it 
will restore your text to the state prior to 
your most recent deletion, but I’ve been 
surprised on many occasions by what 
Word actually undid, including the inser- 
tion of underlining that wasn’t in the doc- 
ument in the fust place. If you change 
your mind before making any changes in 
the text. Word can undo an undo. 

But remember: the removal of even a 
single character with the Del key will 
change the contents of the scrap. You can 
undo the Del sequence and then yank the 
scrap back into your text with the Ins key. 
But two deletions, no matter how small 
they are, trash the prior contents of the 
scrap forever. 

Block moves, the writer’s greatest 
friend, are therefore handled in a way that 
is, alas, increasingly becoming standard. 
To move a block of text, you select and 
delete it to the scrap. Then you move the 
selection to the proper point and insert the 
block. It sounds okay, but it forces you to 
make the move immediately. If you get to 
the destination point and discover you 
want to make some changes in the text, 
you have to wait until you’ve moved the 
block first. If you accidentally make more 
than a single deletion before you put the 
block where it should go — as 1 guarantee 
you will when your phone rings immedi- 
ately after you have deleted the block — 
your text is gone forever. 

WordStar’s method — simply mark the 
beginning and end of the block, then do 
anything you choose until you’re ready to 
move it — remains far more flexible and 
straightforward. And Word, incidentally, 
does not permit WordStar's useful column 
block moves. Nor does it permit Word- 
Star's handy command that takes you 
back to where the moved block came from 
and lets you inspect what’s happened to 
the old neighborhood. 


IM 
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Enter the Rodent 

For those of you who have been away 
from the planet for the past year or so, a 
mouse is a palm-sized hunk of plastic that 
rolls across your desktop on metal bear- 
ings and has two buttons that fit neatly 
beneath the fingeis. As implemented here, 
it has its very own onscreen cursor, or, in 
Microsoft’s cursorless jargon, pointer. In 
the high-resolution color-card version, the 
pointer is a jaunty arrow pointing at a rak- 
ish angle. In the other versions, the point- 
er's a small blinking box, vaguely distin- 
guished from the tall unblinking box of the 
selection. Roll the mouse forward, back, 
or sideways and the pointer moves up, 
down, or across the screen. 

With Word, the mouse can do just 
about anything the keyboard can except 
enter text, and it can even perform a few 
special tricks the keyboard isn’t up to. To 
select text, for example, you position the 
pointer over the section in question. Click- 
ing the left button — pushing and releasing 
it — selects the character at the pointer 
position. Clicking the right button selects 
the word beneath the pointer. And clicking 
both buttons selects a whole sentence. 

But if that still doesn’t click with your 
needs, you can hold down one or both but- 
tons and pull or push the pointer through 
your text. When you let go, you’ll have 
selected everything from where you 
started to where you stopped — much as if 
you’d used the Extend and cursor keys. 

Still not enough for you? Then get the 
pointer into the “selection bar," which is 
the empty column directly to the left of the 
text. If you’re using the high-resolution 
screen, the pointer will change direction, 
but even on the monochrome screen, 
where the pointer never changes shape, 
you’ll discover a whole new mouse. Click 
left to select the line immediately to the 
right of the pointer; click right to select the 
neighboring paragraph. Click both to 
select the whole document. 

And that, as they say in late-night tele- 
vision commercials, is not all. Move the 
mouse onto the left-hand border — the 
“scroll bar” — and the pointer changes 


into a double-headed arrow. Click left and 
the top line of the screen scrolls down to 
the level of the pointer; click right, and the 
line where the pointer is resting scrolls up 
to the top of the screen. Click both — well, 
now, here’s one of those mouse-only 
functions, the “thumb.” 

Thumb Fun 

For no good reason. Word provides no 
real clues as to how much text you’ve 
entered — not so much as a hint about how 
many characters, words, or lines you’ve 
got in your document. The only page 
breaks you can display are those of the 
most recent printing; page numbers do not 
display at all. There’s a way to jump 
between pages, but if you haven’t yet 
printed or repaginated the text — and 
repagination is excruciatingly slow — 
Word thinks it’s all one big page. 

Word keeps track of how far along you 
are in your text via a “thumb” — a marker 
displayed in the scroll bar. If you put the 
mouse pointer about a third of the way 
down the scroll bar and click both mouse 
buttons. Word moves the thumb to the 
pointer position and moves you to a point 
in your text about a third of the way from 
the beginning. 

Sounds great, but in practice it’s not. 
Since the thumb has to appear on a line, 
there are only 19 possible thumb points in 
the very largest window you can display 
on your screen, no matter how large the 
document. In a four-line window, there 
are only four. But it’s still better than try- 
ing to get around with the keyboard’s 
uncooperative Pg keys. 

There’s another catch when scrolling 
with the mouse. The mouse moves the 
text, but it doesn’t move the selection. 
This means you can end up staring at a 
screen that contains nothing even remotely 
resembling a cursor. If you want the selec- 
tion to appear in the text on display, you 
must move the pointer into the text and 
click a mouse button. Otherwise, the 
moment you touch a key, you will instant- 
ly be transported back to the selection 
whence you came. It’s confusing as all 


getout, but once you get the hang of it 
(something I have not managed to do), it 
could be useful for examining text at siz- 
able distances from the selection. 

Otherwise, navigation through a long 
stretch of text is extraordinarily difficult. 
Unlike WordSmr, Word offers no easy 
way to set place markers. Once you’ve left 
a spot in the middle of the text, finding it 
again can be a chore. 

The (25— 6=19)-line Screen 

On the bottom line of the screen, like 
VisiWord and many spreadsheets. Word 
displays the following status information 
at all times: what editing mode you’re in; 
the first and last few characters of the 
“scrap;” a question mark that can be used 
to call up a help screen; an indication of 
how much room you have left for your 
document; the status of the Caps Lock, 
Scroll Lock, Num Lock, and overtype 
toggles (though only one is displayed on 
the screen no matter how many are cur- 
rently in effect); the name of the program, 
in case you forget; and the name of the 
document you’re editing. The line above 
the status line displays messages and mash 
notes from the program. The next two 
lines above are reserved for the Command 
menu. The line above the command line 
and the top line of the screen are given 
over to borders. 

Thus, as far as text entry is concerned, 
your big 2S-line screen has miraculously 
been transmogrified into a puny 19-liner, 
and there’s not a thing you can do about it. 
It gets worse when you use more than one 
window. My guess is that Word's next 
release will feature IPordS/ar-style “pop- 
up” menus that go away until you ask for 
them. Anyway, it ought to. 

Unlike WordStar and other programs 
that let you enter text or commands at 
almost any stage. Word is “mode-orient- 
ed,” To do anything much fancier than 
simple text insertion and deletion, you 
must escape from the text entry mode 
(here called Alpha) and enter the Com- 
mand mode. Then you select from the 
Command menu and its submenus. 
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To use the menus with the mouse, all 
you do is point and click. The left button 
gets you the option you're pointing to; hit- 
ting both buttons cancels the command. 
The right button gets you not only the 
option you're pointing to, but also the 
default from the next submenu. Until you 
learn what those submenu defaults are, 
this option can be dangerous. Often click- 
ing the right button will gel you an action 
precisely the opposite of what you wanted . 
You have been warned. 

From the keyboard, it's the Esc key 
that gets you into the Command menu. 
Once there, you can select an option by 
pressing its first letter. Or you can move 
the highlighted selection forward and 
backward through the menu — but not by 
using the eminently logical arrow keys. 
The approved keys for cursor movement 
here are Tab and Backtab, but the Space 
and Backspace keys will work, too. 

These keys won't work in submenus 
when “Command Fields" are to be filled 
in, and in general, neither will single key- 
presses, The only way to move through a 
menu that presents a series of multiple- 
choice options is to use the Tab and Back- 
tab keys, since the space bar and Back- 
space key will move you forward and back 
through the choices for each individual 
option. The accursed arrow keys generally 
get you an audible raspberry. Exceptions 
are the occasions when they can be used to 
increment and decrement numbers or. 
defying all rea.son, to get a directory of the 
current disk. 

The menu setup is remarkable primari- 
ly for its confusion and inconsistency. The 
main-menu commands are listed alphabet- 
ically; in the submenus, the default is 
always the leftmost choice, but the other 
choices are in no particular order. 

My personal pet peeve is that when you 
cancel a command with the Esc key, you 
have to hit the Enter key or A for Alpha to 
return your text. But since you can move 
the text selection (I nearly wrote "cur- 
sor") with the arrow keys and even use the 
Del key while you're still in the Command 
menu, it's easy to believe you're back in 


Alpha mode when you're not. How many 
times have 1 hit several letters after can- 
celing a command and then discovered 
Word interpreting them as commands to 
the point of near-disaster? Don't ask. 

Search and Destroy 

But what an assortment of commands 
Word makes available! Even the common 
ones have nifty bells and whistles. Take 
Search and Replace; both commands let 
you insert special characters to match 
"wildcards." “white space," tab charac- 
ters. and so on. You can search or replace 
in either direction. And if asked to ignore 
case mismatches. Word will match the 
case of the replacement string to the case 
of the string it's replacing — "that" for 
"this," "That" for "This." and 
"THAT" for “THIS" — a neat trick 
many programs, including WordStar, ate 
unable to manage. Word will even accept 
characters entered via the Alt key and the 
numeric keypad in search-and-replace 
strings, as it will in normal text. 

On the debit side. Word's Search com- 
mand works only one occurrence at a 
time. The only way to find, say, the fifth 
appearance of the word "Josephine" is to 
do one search and then use the Shift-F4 
“repeat search" key to do the search four 
mote times. Word can't handle character 
attributes in search or replace strings, so 
you can't quickly underline a particular 
word throughout a document. If you tell 
Word to proceed with replacements with- 
out asking for confirmation, there's no 
way to watch what it’s doing. And even 
when you’re doing the confirmation your- 
self, Replace mode continues after each 
replacement until you stop it with the Esc 
key, so it’ll send the cursor (sorry!) one 
occurrence further than you really would 
like. And depending on where the cursor 
is within the text, searches and replace- 
ments can be maddeningly slow. On the 
other hand, if Word finds no matches, it 
keeps the selection where it started. 

Doing Windows 

Word's amazing windows are also 


invoked from the Command menu. From 
the keyboard, you open a window first by 
using the Window Split command, then 
by declaring whether you want a horizon- 
tal or vertical split and selecting the line or 
column where the window will begin. 
With the mouse it’s even easier: Move the 
poiner to the right or top herder, click the 
left or right key, and watch two double- 
ruled lines go straight across or down the 
screen. Primarily for the benefit of the 
mouse, windows don't share borders: each 
must have four borders of its own, thereby 
further nibbling away at an already mouse- 
size workspace. 

A new window always contains a 
duplicate of the document active in the 
window whence it was cloned. Any 
changes you make to the document in the 
original window will appear in the new 
one, and vice versa. If you want a second 
copy of the document — a copy that will 
remain unaffected — you have to go 
through some rather fancy filework. 

Loading a file into the window will 
wipe out its former contents. To simply 
clear a window, you use the Transfer 
Clear command. For some goofy rea.son, 
this command’s default (fortunately pro- 
tected by a subsequent prompt for confir- 
mation) is “All" (that is, clear all win- 
dows and text); the one you almost always 
want is the other one: “Window.” 

When it comes to using windows, the 
mouse really shines. From the keyboard, 
you move from one window to the next by 
tapping the FI key. but to jump from win- 
dow 1 to window 8 without seven taps, 
you have to get to the Window Options 
menu and enter the number of the window 
you want. By that time, you might as well 
have done the seven taps. 

With the mouse, you simply point and 
click at whatever text you're interested in. 
and the selection moves there. Closing a 
window with the mou,se is as ea.sy as open- 
ing one — just move the pointer to the top 
or right border and click both buttons. 

From the keyboard, you can move the 
lower right comer of a window by supply- 
ing row and column coordinates with the 
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Window Move command. With the 
mouse, all you do is put the pointer at the 
window’s lower right comer (where, in 
high-resolution mode, the pointer will 
change to a four-headed arrow), hold 
down a button, move the mou.se to where 
you'd like the new comer, and release the 
button. 

Unfortunately, it's often an exercise in 
futility either way. Since you can’t overlap 
windows, and you can’t move certain win- 
dow comers from the right-hand or bottom 
borders, many of the moves you attempt 
are likely to be illegal. 

Since the windows quickly begin to get 
exceptionally tiny, vertical and horizontal 
scrolling are essential (see Figure 2). 
Word lets you scroll left and right with the 
Ctrl-left and -right arrow keys, which take 
you one windowftil in either direction. 
The unshifted arrow keys will take you a 
third of a windowful across the screen if 
the Scroll Lock is toggled on. With the 
mouse, it’s much like vertical scrolling: 
Move the pointer to the bottom border, 
where the high-resolution pointer will 
change to a double-headed arrow, and use 
the mouse buttons to scroll or thumb — 
though no thumb marker appears in the 
border. 

You move and copy text between win- 
dows just as you do within a window; just 
remember to switch windows first. A cou- 
ple of warnings, though. When you save a 
window to a particular filename. Word 
(unlike WordStar) doesn’t bother to check 
the disk to see if such a filename already 
exists. It’s possible to overwrite a file you 
planned to use later on. And, amazingly 
nough, using the Undo key does not nec- 
essarily undo the latest edit in the current 
window. If the last edit was made in an 
inactive window, that is the one Word will 
reinstate. 

The Window Options command lets 
you jump between windows, choose back- 
ground colors (which doesn’t do much 
good unless you’re mnning in full multi- 
chrome), and turn on the mler and style 
bats. The mler replaces a window’s top 
border and dissplays tab and indentation 


settings. The style bar appears in the sec- 
ond column of the window (between the 
scroll bar and the selection bar) and dis- 
plays certain paragraph style codes. 

A Gloss on Glossaries 

Word's glossary options are genuinely 
useful. When you’ve got a repetitive 
word, phrase, or paragraph, you can 
delete or copy it to a glossary abbreviation 
of your choosing instead of to the scrap. 
To bring it back, you can use the Insert 
option from the menu. Hitting an arrow 
key at the prompt "Insert from:’’ displays 
the various words in the glossary, and you 
can then use the arrow keys to select 
among them. But it’s even easier to use the 
F3 Ref key. Just type in (or select) the 
proper abbreviation, hit F3. and the new 
text appears like magic on the .screen. 

If you remember to save your current 
glossary to disk before exiting Word (the 
program fails to remind you about 
unsaved glossaries), you can bring it and 
any other glossary back at editing time. 
There’s no indication from the manual 
about how large glossaries or the entries in 


them can be, but they apparently can 
accommodate substantial chunks of text. 

Footnoting is amazingly simple with 
Word. Select the spot where the text ref- 
erence is to go and choose Format Foot- 
note. If you want to use a character such as 
an a.sterisk, just enter it; if you don’t want 
a special character, simply hit the Enter 
key and Word will number the note for 
you in proper sequence. Word then whisks 
you to the end of the document, where it 
stores all notes. Type in the note, then use 
the Jump Footnote command to return to 
the reference when you’re done. 

You can delete and move footnotes 
simply by deleting or moving the refer- 
ence in the text, or by opening a special 
Footnote window and working on them 
there. Word miraculously renumbers them 
for you. They can be printed either at the 
bottoms of pages (columns, even, if 
you’re using a multicolumn print format) 
or at the end of the document or section. 

Though easy to create, running heads 
can be amazingly complex. You use the 
Jump Running Head command to move 
to the end of the document, where tun- 
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Figure 2: Horizontal and vertical scrolling are possible within a single window. Note the 
“Gumbv” cursor or selection stretched over an entire sentence. 
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ning heads are stored. Type your text, 
select it, and choose the Format Running 
Head command. You can choose wheth- 
er the head will appear on the top or bot- 


tom of the document, or odd- or even- 
numbered pages, and, mirabile diclu, 
whether it will be omitted on the first 
page. Alas, when you're done entering 


the running head, the Jump command 
takes you not to your prior position in the 
text, but to the beginning of the docu- 
ment. Try and find your way back to 
place. Just try. 

Word’s tabbing functions are equally 
versatile and complex. Choose Format 
Tabs and the top border will turn into a 
“ruler” showing a digit every ten col- 
umns, the left and right margins, the 
standard paragraph indentation, and the 
tab settings you've entered. However, 
Word does not deign to show you its pre- 
set tab settings; you just have to know 
they turn up every five spaces. 

Now, Word doesn't give you Just 
plain ordinary tabs. Sure, you get the old 
familiar tabs that just let you type in text 
at the cursor (!) position, plus WordSlar- 
style decimal tabs that let you align rows 
of numbers. But you also get tabs that let 
you right-justify whatever you enter and 
tabs that center the text. And, for such 
things as tables of contents, you can have 
the tabs fill themselves with dots, 
dashes, or underscores. I used that 
option and the right-justifying tabs to 
create this short document: 

Fall of the Roman Empire 37 
Rise of the Working Class 3755 

Format Fascination 

The amazing variety of Format com- 
mands lets you reformat anything from an 
entire document to a portion of one. The 
Format Character command lets you apply 
character attributes to a selected block of 
text and even change the type size and 
font. Normally, though, you use Alt com- 
mands to apply attributes to selected 
text — Alt-u for underlining, Alt-b for 
boldfacing. Alt-shift- -I- (but not, as the 
manual omits to tell you. Alt-gray -f ) for 
superscripting, Alt-minus (but not Alt- 
gray minus) for subscripting. If you want 
to boldface a whole paragraph, simply 
select it, hit Alt-b, and it's done. 

There are a couple of catches to this 
method, though. Just as WordStar makes 
it difficult to underline the spaces between 
words. Word makes it difficult not to. 
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Selecting and underlining word by word 
doesn’t help, since Word's selection by 
word includes the following space. 

Another minor irritation is that insert- 
ing material directly in front of a character ' 
with attributes gives the insetted text those 
attributes as well. Even an invisible para- 
graph marker can pick up the unwanted 
style, thereby causing all text insetted in 
front of it to do so, too. Fortunately, you 
can remove all character attributes from 
selected text with the Alt-spacebar combi- 
nation. 

Paragraph formatting works much like 
character formatting: You can apply it 
with Alt commands or with the Format 
Paragraph option. When you set a para- 
graph format, it stays in effect for all sub- 
sequent paragraphs until you change it. 

You can set the paragraph flush left or 
right (Alt-1 and Alt-r), justifled on both 
sides (Alt-j) or centered (Alt-c). Alt-f 
indents the first line half an inch from the 
left margin, and other Alt commands (or 
Format Paragraph options) let you set the 
indentation of the Erst and subsequent 
lines of a paragraph to create all manner of 
jazzy hanging indents and “outdents.” 
You can set double spacing, and you can 
insist that a given paragraph or paragraphs 
have a blank line above and/or below. 
You can even tell Word not to break a 
paragraph between two pages. 

One Document, Divisible 

Finally, there’s the Format Division 
command. A division is basically a section 
of text that will be printed with a given 
page format. Usually the division turns out 
to be tbe whole document. But if you want 
to change margins, column layout, run- 
ning heads, or page number placement, 
sequence, or format in the middle of the 
text, you need to start a new division by 
hitting Ctrl-Enter. 

For each division, you can specify the 
margins, page length and width, page 
numbering (including such unusual op- 
tions as letters and roman numerals!), 
number of columns (and the amount of 
space between them), the position of the 


running head and footnotes, and what kind Style. This option allows you to create 
of break (if any) will occur between the what Microsoft calls a “style sheet” and 
current division and the previous one. attach it to your document. The style .sheet 
The final formatting option is Format is amazingly powerful and equally diffi- 


PROOFWRITER 


TM 


For the IBM XT or PC and PCjr 
Word Processor, Program Editor, and Spelling Checker 

PROOFWRITER’" Is a comprehensive, easy-to-learn, menu-driven Word 
Processing and Program Editing package designed for Scientific. Multil- 
ingual and Business Applications as well as everyday use. 

The Main Features of ProofWriter'“ are: 

• Full Screen Menu-Driven Editor 

• Over 60 Single Keystroke commands 

• Word Processing In Color ^ 


On-Screen Tutorial Introduction /a, 








Spelling Checker 
Mail Merge Capabilities 
"Help ' commands 
Easy cut and paste' capabilities 

Spelling Errors Displayed in Reverse Video ° 

Foreign Language and Scientific Symbols inserted with single 
keystroke 

Underlining, emphasized text, superscripts and subscripts 
displayed during editing 

Equation mode for easy entry of Scientific Equations 
Constructs and prints any Foreign Language or Scientific 
Symbol on any matrix printer 




A ( r , o ) 
o 


2ttI G{a ) 


• Any symbol not included in the IBM PC character set can be 
displayed with optional character PROM $125 

• Tabs. Margins, and Text reformatted on the screen 

• Inserts phrases or blocks of text with single keystroke 

• Columns of data can be moved 

• Many unique printing options: underlining on any printer, 
superscripts, subscripts, software generated shadow and bold 
type, right/left justification, centering, italics: enhanced, 
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cult to understand. Essentially, it lets you 
apply all the commands from the Format 
Character, Paragraph, and Division me- 
nus to the document for keeps. 


This you do from the Gallery menu, 
where you find a set of options that look 
remarkably similar to the ones on the 
Command menu. Word has its own stan- 
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dard formatting defaults built in. Unfortu- 
nately. you can’t look at them — the 
default style sheet is invisible — but you 
can change them. If. for example, you 
want every normal paragraph to begin 
with a half-inch indentation, you can 
change the normal paragraph format to do 
just that. You can also change the Alt for- 
matting commands; the old ones will 
remain accessible by hitting Alt-x before 
the original letter. The feature should be 
invaluable for special formats such as 
movie and television screenplays (but not 
the two-column “audio-visual" format; 
Word will print text in two-column format 
but won’t display it that way on the 
screen). 

Figuring out the use of the Gallery 
menu isn’t easy, though. Mediocre as the 
documentation is in general, it’s absolute- 
ly wretched on this point. The way I began 
to penetrate the mysteries of style sheets 
was to load the sample called 
“DRAFT.STY” from the program and 
study it and its effects on my text. Even- 
tually, I Figured out some of the manifold 
powers style sheets have to offer, though 
I’m sure much remains that 1 haven’t yet 
tapped. 

If you want to give ail your headings a 
particular look, or superscript all your 
footnotes automatically, this is the place to 
do it. Good luck in figuring it out. I'll offer 
you this one tip: If you’re having trouble 
trying to delete a style sheet from a docu- 
ment, you'll Find the method hidden away 
on page 155 of the manual. 

The Fonts of All Wisdom 

Word" s manual says the program sup- 
ports 64 fonts, has an internal measure- 
ment accuracy of better than 1/1000-inch, 
and is capable of supporting forthcoming 
laser printers and typesetting equipment. 1 
don’t own a laser printer or a typesetting 
machine, so I wasn’t able to test this 
claim. 

It’s clear, however, that Word does not 
yet directly support any printers except the 
few listed in the manual: Epson MX-80 
with and without Graftrax Plus, Epson 
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FX-80. and IBM Graphics Printer (all dot 
matrix); NEC 3550 and 7710, Diablo 630 
API, Qume Sprint 1 1 Plus, C. Itoh Star- 
writer FP-I500-45P, TTY and TTYBS 
Serial Teletypes. 

Though the manual is silent on the 
point, the situation is somewhat better 
than it appears at first blush. You can. for 
example, pretend an unsupported parallel 
printer is either a teletype or a backspacing 
teletype (which won’t do super- or sub- 
scripting), and I suspect you can fool a 
parallel-connected NEC 7730 into think- 
ing it's a 7710. 

Still, that leaves a lot of people — Oki- 
data and IDS users spring immediately to 
mind — with less than marvelous support 
for their machines. They can, of course, 
develop their own printer drivers. As the 
manual puts it: "First, an imaging device 
driver must be written to convert the 
Microsoft Print file format generated by 
Word into the control sequences of the 
particular device. Once this is imple- 
mented. a printer description file must be 
created for each printer." If that sounds 
like fun. there’s plenty of information in 
the manual on how to proceed, but none of 
it helps unless you’re a hotshot assembly- 
language programmer. 

Since you’ve already selected most of 
the potential options via the Format com- 
mands, there’s not much left to do at print 
time. You can print just the currently 
selected text, the entire dixtument, or any 
combination of page numbers — even 
skipping over pages. On the other hand, as 
I learned to my chagrin, it’s possible to 
enter an invalid print command, wait 10 
minutes for the print formatter to finish, 
and watch nothing print out. 

You can print multiple copies; the pro- 
gram accepts numbers up to about 32,0(X), 
although I didn’t get quite that far myself. 
You can even queue-print, but that option 
has been implemented in the same klud- 
gey way as in VisiWord: wait 2 minutes 
short of forever while the print formatter 
writes the whole file to disk and then 
return to a very sluggish version of the text 
editor while printing goes on. 


There’s also something called Print 
Direct, which supposedly lets you use 
your printer as a typewriter. Not really: 
most printers have at least a line buffer. 


which means nothing you type will be sent 
to the printer until you hit the Enter key. 
I’ve seen handy utility programs that work 
a line at a time, but Printer Direct mode 
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here is a stiff. As you type, not a single 
character is displayed on the screen. 

On the other hand, Word can perform 
impressive tricks at print time. If you’ve 


asked for double-column text, by God, 
that’s what you get. Unless you specify 
otherwise. Word will protect you from 
widows and oiphans — single lines of 


paragraphs at the tops or bottoms of a 
page. And if you’ve entered a letter like h 
via the Alt-pius-numeric keybad method 
(164 here). Word will backspace your 
printer to make sure fi is what you get, 
sehor or senorita. The use of numeric key- 
pad commands means it’s possible to 
embed printer commands in your text. 
You might even save some of your print- 
er’s fanciest codes in a glossary and read 
them in with a couple of mnemonic key- 
strokes. 

One thing 1 learned by accident: Word 
won’t remind you to save your text after a 
printing session unless you forgot to save 
it beforehand. Since all the pagination is 
lost, rememben save t^er printing, or 
wish you had. 

Rollie Fingers It Ain’t 

If Word's best aspect is its power as a 
print formatter, its worst has to be the 
lethargic pace at which it saves files. Sav- 
ing text to disk, as I’ve said in these pages 
again and again, is absolutely essential if 
you’re going to avoid disaster. I’ve even 
written a special batch file for WordStar 
that lets me work on a fake disk and save 
my precious text to a real one. 

Word's heart is in the tight place. It 
makes an automatic backup file, and sav- 
ing requires only four keystrokes (or three 
mouse move-and-points), which could 
have been reduced to three had the Save 
option instead of Load been the submenu 
default. But performing a save on a flop- 
py-drive system (and RAM disk won’t 
help, remember) is like making a date with 
a glacier. It’ll get there . . . eventually. 

Saving this review has taken anywhere 
from 2 '/z to 3 '/4 seemingly endless minutes 
full of disk drive racket — mote than thrice 
the time of WordStar at its slowest. That is 
not the high rxrad to text integrity. Every 
time I’ve decided to add a line here and 
there. I’ve shuddered at two thoughts: 
first, finding it, and second, going through 
the save process. Saving is so slow that I 
have to advise against using this program 
without a hard disk system. 

At least you get to look at your text 
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while the save is going on and on. With 
Word, your text disappears fiom view 
only when a new window is being loaded 
or you’ve asked for a directory of a disk or 
glossary. 

There's no access to DOS commands 
from Word, so you can’t format disks, 
check file sizes, or even copy files direct- 
ly — a shame, since exiting to DOS is such 
a bother. Worse, Word takes over your 
machine in some peculiar way that pre- 
cludes the use of keyboard enhancers. 
ProKey fans will be sadly disappointed. 
Another minor annoyance is that Word's 
data drive default has to be changed at 
startup. Word remembers many parame- 
ters, including whether you want it to 
remain silent instead of beeping when you 
make a mistake. But for some reason, it 
can’t remember a default drive other than 
drive A. 

The line-2S indicator that tells you how 
much free space is left doesn’t make a 
whole lot of sense, and the manual doesn’t 
really tell you what it means. Nor is it clear 
from the manual what limits the maximum 
file size. Apparently free space on the pro- 
gram disk, where Word keeps its scratch 
files, is the major limitation, since free 
space miraculously increases after you 
perform a save even though the document 
hasn’t grown shorter. Files can be merged 
if there’s space for them, but Word offers 
no way to link files at print time. 

Microsoft has recognized the primacy 
of WordStar by providing a utility pro- 
gram to convert files from the rather weird 
WordStar format. Invoked from DOS 
rather than fiom within Word, the utility 
program flags all WordStar dot commands 
with three asterisks, but unfortunately may 
stick unwanted extra spaces in the con- 
verted files. 

Help! 

Word" s 400-page manual does have an 
index and an extensive reference section. 
The index often refers you to pages that 
don’t have much beating on what you’re 
looking for and fails to refer you to the 
pages that could truly help. The reference 


section is organized logically but it is 
incomplete. The manual’s overall organi- 
zation is abysmal; for information on posi- 
tioning mnning heads on a page, the index 


referred me to pages 81, 8S, 140, 144, 
222, 259, and 268 — none of which held 
the answer to my question. (I still don’t 
know how the F4 (Repeat) key is sup- 
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posed to work, since it’s not included in 
the index and I can’t remember .seeing a 
trace of it. ) 

Although the short tutorial that’s 


included at the beginning of the manual 
lets you work with a couple of disk-based 
files, it doesn’t remotely begin to help you 
tap Word’s considerable powers. 


In sum, Microsoft’s utterly humorless 
technical writers don’t seem to have any 
idea of what people in the world outside 
Microsoft’s hallowed halls need to know. 
The company’s new publishing division 
will probably fly on Word books alone. 

At least you can use Alt-h to get help 
from Word’s copious and detailed help 
screens. The screens are context-related — 
press Alt-h when the Format command is 
highlighted, and you’ll get information 
about formatting. The help screens are 
genuinely helpful, but there’s plenty of 
information you can’t find there — the 
codes for Alt key formatting, among other 
things. There’s no keyboard template, 
which is a shame. There is a quick-refer- 
ence ‘ ‘card, ’ ’ printed on paper so thin that 
you’ll wear it out teal fast. 

Microsoft’s non-toll-free hot line 
helped with some of my questions. Get- 
ting through, however, took seven tries 
over a three-day period. Phone early in the 
morning or plan on hearing a lot of busy 
signals. 

Summing Up 

The world is dividing up into mouse 
friends and mouse foes. Programmers, 
notoriously poor typists, tend to line up 
among the former. Count me among the 
enemies. 

1 took a quick survey of ten desks at the 
PC offices. Not one had the 10-inch 
square area of free space (nearly as big as 
the top of a PCy>) that Microsoft’s mouse 
manual claims is needed for best perfor- 
mance. On my cramped computer stand, 
sideways mouse moves required as many 
as five short strokes. 

Since there’s a certain amount of 
mechanical play in the mechanism (and 
the muscles), the mouse often slid off 
course when I thought 1 was pulling it in a 
straight line. Hitting the various “bars" — 
particularly the one-column-wide “selec- 
tion bar” — required a very careftil touch. 
The mouse took up an extra slot in the 
backplane of my machine, added a dis- 
tracting additional cursor to the screen, 
and forced my hands off the keyboard 
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every time I used it. To paraphrase Sey- 
mour Rubinstein, creator of WordStar: 
Mice are great for people with three 
arms. 

There are additional problems. 1 don't 
use mailing-list capabilities much, but 
people who do won’t find them in Word. 
And those who are fanatic about saving 
their text had best get a hard-disk system if 
they don't want Word to drive them to 
distraction. 

In many respects, Microsoft's Word 
does not compare favorably with Word- 
Star. i use ProKey to configure WordStar 
the way I want it. I put it on a RAM disk 
that makes saving text quick and ea.sy. 
WordStar's place markers, block moves, 
and special navigational commands make 
getting around in my text exceptionally 
fast. WordStar doesn’t underline the 
spaces between words. It lets me know 
how many characters and pages I've typed 
and lets me preview my page breaks 
before I waste time printing. It lets me 
insert nonprinting comments. And it 
doesn't treat me like a thief by refusing to 
let me make all the backup copies I 
need. 

Despite its negative aspects, however. 
Word is the first word processing program 
I've tried that’s made me consider 
abandoning WordStar. It's a joy not to 
have to reformat paragraphs by hand, and 
turning a single-spaced document into a 
double-spaced manuscript takes just a few 
keystrokes. And Microsoft’s computer 
whizzes have been able to take advantage 
of many of the PC’s subtleties: Somehow 
they’ve managed to make the difference 
between a simple hyphen and a nonbreak- 
ing hyphen (entered with the gray minus 
key) show up even on the monochrome 
monitor! 

Sometimes I get the feeling that pro- 
grammers insi.st on starting everything 
from scratch when designing new pro- 
grams. Word clearly shows the advantages 
of that method — and the disadvantages. 
Freed from the excess baggage of the past, 
programmers can create a program that 
does its stuff in exciting new ways. But 


they can afso forget necessary features 
users need and have come to take for 
granted. 

Programs change in response to users’ 


needs, and I expect Word to get better as it 
evolves. Right now, I’d say Word is a for- 
ward-looking program about two relea.ses 
away from potential greatness. ■ 
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Specify When Ordering; Operatmg System. Computer T^ 
Format. Free brochure and nearly tree demo disk ava;* 


and Disk 


STARMjnr 

(tpecial Introductory Price) 

Demo All Disk (credits to purchase). . 



TECHNOLOGY, INC. 


$ 145.00 

$12.95 

"We Dolitror Productivity'' 

1499 Palmetto Park Road 
Suite 218 

Boca Ratcm, FL 33432 
305/368^228 


VfordSldc PC'DCStnd CP/M*f» fitdemtrks oi 
Mjcrofto. IBM *nd Digital Beseuch 


CftacJr ot COD. Flonda residents add 5% tales let 
Dealer and Datnbuttjr mqiunes welcome 


aRCLE 422 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


PC MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 21. 1984 


205 





In software.... 
we’re The Logical Choice 



TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR ALL OUR CLIENTS. 


Dial: 1-800-645-3491 516-741-0043,. 


★ LOGICSOFTs Lowest Price Guarantee ★ 


WE’LL BEAT ANY PRICE BY 


$ 




AND THANK YOU 
FOR THE PRIVILEGE 



Tell us the advertiser and price tor any IBM-PC software package advertised 
in a current issue of any popular computer publication and we'll beat that 
price by $10. This offer does not apply to those packages whose advertised 
price is under $100 or where LOGICSOFTs price is already the lowest. 




WORD PROCESSING 


DATA BASE MANAGEMENT/FINANCIAL 1 

MULTIMATE $279 


dBASE 11 $385 


MICROSOFT WORD w/o MOUSE $239 


OUlCKCODE $175 


MICROSOFT WORD w/MOUSE $299 


KNOWLEDGEMAN $229 


WORD PERFECT (Inquire) I 


TIM IV $269 


PEACHTEXT 5000 $219 


RBASE (MICRORIM) $399 


VOLK8WRITER DELUXE $175 


CONDOR III $395 


EDIX & WORDIX $255 


FRIDAY $189 


EASYWRITER II $189 


VERSAFORM $245 


FINALWORD $195 


1 DOW JONES MARKET MANAGER 

$229 

I SUPERWRITER $165 


DOW JONES MARKET ANALYZER 

$269 

I PERFECT WRITER $199 


1 MARKET ANALYST (ANIDATA) $375 

1 VISIWORD $265 


PROJECT SCHEDULER (SCITOR) 

$195 




SPREADSHEETS/GRAPHICS/COMM. 
12*3 $325 
MULTIPLAN $159 
SUPERCALC2 $159 
SUPERCALC^ $259 
VISICALC IV $159 
VISION (Inquire) 

TKISOLVER $215 
CHARTMAN II & IV $359 
FAST GRAPHS $189 
BPS GRAPHICS $289 
OGRAPH $175 
CROSSTALK XVI $109 


LANGUAGES/COMPILERS 

Concurrent CP/M 86 (Digital Research) $209 
Pascal MT+ (Digital Research) $235 
C Compiler (Digital Research) (Inquire) 
PL/1 (Digital Research) $479 
Access Manager (Digital Research) $269 
Display Manager (Digital Research) $359 
CIS COBOL 86 (Digital Research) $479 
Pascal Compiler (Microsoft) $269 
C Compiler (Microsoft) $325 
Basic Compiler (Microsoft) $245 
Cobol Compiler (Microsoft) $459 
Business Basic $369 
Fortran Compiler (Microsoft) $269 
RM/Cobol (Ryan McFarland) $695 
Lattice C Compiler (Lifeboat) $369 


I 


All Of the above titles ore registered trademarks. 
AtkJ 400 other titles. 


A Subsidiary of The Logic Group 

300 Garden City Plaza. Garden City. N.Y. 11530 


Coniinenlai U.S.: 1 - 800 - 645-3491 

New York State 514-741-0043 

Canada 416-283-2354 

Infl. Telex. 230199 SwIH UR LGS 

Dorn. Telex 960127 Swift NYK LGS 


I 


Add 2% for shipping and handiing. 
N.Y.S. residents add sales tax. 
20% deposit for C.O.D. orders. 


rs. I I Money Order W ^ 

CIRCLE 282 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
Purchase orders accepted by qualified institutions. 

No surcharge for credit cards. 






What do you get when 
with PC Connect 


SOFTWARE 

ApTec (tor color Prism Printers) 

Rainbow Writer Cokx Text Formatter . . . $119. 
Rainbow Writer Screen Grabber 69. 

Ashton Tate 

dBase II 379. 

Best Programs (see above ^jedal) 

PC/Personal Finance Program 65. 

PC/Protessional Finance Program I! .... 169. 

PC/Fixed Asset System 279. 

PC/TaxCut 175. 

Bible Research 

JHEWORO (KJV Btole - 7 disks) 145. 

Conceptual Instruments 

The Organizer w / 1 yr. free updates & 

30 day return guarantee 197. 

Continental 

Home Accountant Plus 89. 

FCM (was First Oass MaH) 79. 

UltraFte (fitefreport/gra^^ 119. 

DH^tal Research 

CP/M-86 39. 

Dr.LOGO 79. 

Rnancter 

F\nander W (was Personal Series) 117. 

Financier Tax Series 97. 

Funk Software 

Sideways 49. 

lUS 

EasyWriter 11, EasySpelier 11. EasyMaiter It 259. 

EasySpeller II for EasyWriter II 129. 

Eas^aiter II tor EasyWriter II 97. 

Accounts Receivable 309. 

Accounts Payable 309. 

Gerteral Led^ 309, 

Inventory 309. 

Order Entry 309, 

Package Price tor any three above 859. 

Payroll 379. 

Utobee 

Volkswriter 119. 

Volkswriter International 149. 

\folkswriler Deluxe (wito TextMerge) 179. 

Lotus Development 

1-2-3 (Versfon 1A) call 

Wcropro 

WordStar 3.3 269. 

ProPak (WordStor/MaHMerge/ 
SpeHStor/Starindex) 379. 

MIcroilm 

R;base 4000 (fully relational database) . . . 329. 

Microsoft 

Multiplan i^rsfon 1.1) 159. 

Multi-Tool Finarxaal (tor Multiplan) 69. 

Mulli-Tool Budget (^ Muftpten) 99. 

Multi-Tool Vetoed 249. 

Multi-Tool Word (with mouse) 297. 

MIcrostuf 

Crosstalk XVI 109. 

Transporter ^foductes Crossta/k^ 169. 

PCsoftware 

PCrayon ^create in fuO cotod 34. 

Executive Picture Show 139. 


PC Connection 
Software Special 

through F^xuary29. 1984 

BEST PROGRAMS Tax Time Helpers 
PCfTn Cut and PC/PFP II 

• Prints full 1040 return with supporting 
forms & schedules — ready to sign 
and fie 

• Mountains 52 accounts in one easy to 


use system 

• Tracks tax deductible expenses. 

writes checks, computes net worth 
BOTH PROGRAMS $295. 


CREATABASE $59. 

Peachtree 

PeachPak Series 4 (G/L. A/R. A/P) 207. 

PeachText 5000 (now with ATI Training) . . 207. 

Peter Norton 

Norton Utilities 55. 

Roaeaoft 

ProKey 3.0 (new ver^on/new features) ... 95. 

Software Arta 

TKISolver 209. 

Firtendal Management Pack 85. 

Mechanical Engineering Pack 85. 

Software Publlahing 

PFS/File 95. 

PFS/Graph 95. 

PFSWrrte 95. 

PFS/Report 79. 

Softword Systems 

Multimate (ver. 3.20 w/speH checker; .... call 
System ^ftware Services 
PCModem 1 .3 (tor Smartmodem 300) .... 39. 
PCModem 1 .4C (tor SmarfrTtoOlem 1200) . . 69. 

VIsICorp 

VisiC^ IV I'w/SfrefohCafc; 159. 

VisiWord Rus (with VisiSpeB) 259. 

StretchCalc (tor VisCalc) 75 . 

TRAINING 

ATI 

How to use Lotus 1-2-3 59. 

How to use Wordstar (vol 1 & 2) 59. 

How to use dBase \\(vol1 &2) 59. 

How to use EasyWriter tl 59. 

How to use Muliplan 59. 

How to use Your IBM-PC 59. 

How to use Multimate 59. 

How to use Microsoft Word 59. 

How to use PC DOS 59. 

How to use Peachtree A/R, A/P, or G/L 
(specify) 59. 

EDUCATIONAL 

Davidson 

Speed Reader II 49. 

Math Blaster (ages 6 to 72) 35. 

Word Attack fages 8 to adult) 35. 

FrfendlySoft 

FriendlyWare/PC Introductory Set 39. 


Llghtnir>g Software 

Master Type (the best typhg tutor!) $35, 

Stone (requires graphics board) 

My Letters, Numbers, and Words 

(great graphics & sound — ages / to 5J ... 29. 

GAMES 

Friendly Soft 

FnendtyWare/PC Arcade 39. 

Funtaatic 

Snack Attack II (a favorite) 27. 

Cosmic Crusader fas gO(x7 as above) 27. 

Big Top fefimb to new levels) 29. 

Master Miner f7 or 2 players) 29. 

Infocom High quality text games 

Zork I, Zork 11 . or Zork III 27. 

Starcross 27. 

Deadline 35. 

SusperxJed 35. 

Witness 35. 

Plartetfall 35. 

Enchanter 35. 

Infidel 35. 

Microsoft 

Right Simulator (B& Won RGB monitors) . 35. 

ORION 

J-Bird 29. 

PC-MAN 27, 

Paratrooper 25. 

Pits & Stones 29. 

Slerra/On>Une 

Frogger 27. 

Crossfire (keyboard or joystick) 23. 

Ulysses aixJ the Gdde^ Reece 27. 

Sublogic 

Night Mission Pinball 29. 


HARDWARE 

AST Research (For IBM~PC or XT) 

We are a full line AST Aesearch Dealer 


AH AST Boards come with SuperDrive, 
SuperSpool. and one year warranty. 

SixPakRus 64k upgradable to 384k. with 
dock calendar, serial arxj parallel ports 

fgame port optional) 269. 

MeoaFlus II 64k upgradable to 256k (or 
more with MegaPak) with dock calendar 
and serial port (paraHel. game, or second 

serial port optional) 269. 

MegaPak 128k (not upgradable) 187. 

MeoaPak 256k 279. 

I/O Rus II wito dock calerxJar and serial 
port (parallel, game, or secortd serial 

pext optiional) 115. 

Paralld. Game, or second Serial Port 

for any AST board (specify board) 35. 

Connectall connector bracket (PC only) ... 15. 
Amdek 

Video 300G Monitor fgreen) 149. 

Video 3CX)A Monitor famberj 159. 

MAI Board (color & mor}ochrome) 469. 

CompuCable 

Plastic Keyboard & Drive Covers (seQ .... 19. 


* DEFECTIVE SOFTWARE REPLACED IMMEDIATELY DEFECTIVE HARDWARE REPLACED OR REPAIRED AT OUR DISCRETION SOME ITEMS HAVE WARRANTIES UP TO FIVE YEARS 
COPYRIGHT PC CONNECTION 1984 ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE IBM IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF IBM CORP 
PC CONNECTION AND K CONNECTION ARE TRADEMARKS OF MICRO CONNECTION INC 


you cross your IBM PC 
ion? Everything. 


Printer to IBM Cable (specify printer) .... $32. 
SmartmoctefT) to IBM Cable 25. 

Curtis 

NEW Low Profte Tit & Swivel Pedestal 

(for any monitar) 44. 

PC Pedestal (for IBM Mom or Cofor) 65. 

PGS or Quadcbrome display adapter 9. 

System Stand (holds PC veitcafy) 21 . 

E^ension Cables for IBM Morx} Display . . 44. 
Keyboard Extension Cable |3 to 9 teet) ... 36. 
AC Pkjg Adapter fany morUtor to your PC) . . 8. 
Electronic Protection Devices 
At are rated at 1875 watts. 15 AMP. 

The Lenwi 39. 

The Lime 59. 

The Peach 64. 

■Rie Orange 94. 

Epson 

RX-80 with GRAFTRAX-Rus can 

RX-80 F/Twith GRAFTRAX-Rus call 

FX-80 with GRAFTRAX-Rus cai 

FX-100 with GRAFTRAX-Rus cati 

Epson to IBM ParaOel Cable 32. 

Hayes 

Smartmodem 300 209. 

Smartmodem 1200 499. 

Smartmodem 12006 (w/Smartcom II) ... 427. 

Smartcom II 99. 

Smartmod&rhto-IBM Cable 25. 


Hercules Contputer 

Hercules Graphics Card (joarafle/pory . . . 359. 

IDS 

Prism 80 Printer fwrth a# kxjr coitions) . . 1397. 
Prism 132 Printer fwith aS four opfibnsj . . 1597. 


Prism to IBM Parallel Cable 32. 

Koala 

Koala Touch Tablet with so^fware 
(connects to game port) 97. 

Kraft 

Joystick 39. 

Game Paddes (p^ 29. 

Maynard Electronics 

Fto^ Drive Controller 179. 


Internal Hard Disk (10 Meg). WS-1 
Controller & ROM for PC mother board . . 995. 

Mouse Systems 

PC Mouse (3 button opAca/ mouse comes 
with power supply, desk pad. and software 


— connects to serial por^ 239. 

NEC 

Spinwriter 3550 (IBM-PC compatible) . . 1799. 
Spinwriter 2050 (3550's little brother) .... 995. 

Plentronics/Frederick 

COLORPLUS (now w/Cofor Mage) 419. 

Princeton GrapMcs 

HX-12 RGB monitor (690 x 240)) call 

MAX'12 Amber monochrome monitor ... call 

Quad ram 

We are a full line Quedrem Dealer 


New Expanded Quadboard see above special 


PC Connection 
Hardware Special 

through February 29. 1 964 

QUADRAM 

New Expanded Quadboard 
Comes With 

• 64k expandable to 384k 

• Par^lel Port Serial Port. 

Clock/Calendar & Game Port 

• I/O Bracket to mount connectors 

• Quadmaster Software 

• 1 year warranty $267. 


CONNECT WITH US 

At PC Connection, we know how hard it can 
be to find the idea) solutions to your PC needs. 
And with the constant barrage of new prod- 
ucts and new technology, the best configura- 
tion yesterday might be less-than-idea) today. 
Keeping up with the world of IBM Personal 
Computers is a full-time job. At PC Connection 
it's our only job. Our trained support staff will 
gladly take the time to discuss your system 
and your requirements. Call us anytime Mon- 
day through Friday 9:00 to 9:00. or Saturday 
9:00 to 6:00. at 603/446-3383. 


OUR POLICY 

• We accept VISA and MASTERCARD. 

• No surcharge added for charge cards 

• Your card is not charged until we ship. 

• No sales tax. 

• All shipments insured; no additional charge. 

• Allow 1 week for personal & company 
checks to dear. 

• COD max. $500. Cash or certified check. 

• 120 day guarantee on all products. * 


SHIPPING 

Continental US: For monitors, printers, and 
drives, add 2% to all orders. For all other 
items, add $2 per order for UPS surface. $3 
per order for UPS 2nd-Day-Air. 

Outside Continental US: We add freight 
charges to credit card purchases. For prepay- 
ment. call 603/446-3383 for information. 

800 / 243-8088 

PC Connection 

6 Mill St.. Marlow. NH 03456 
603/446-3383 

For the IBM-PC Exclusively._ 

CIRCLE 399 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Microfazer Printer Buffer (paraBeO w/oopy 

MP 64 (641^ upgradable to 512k $197. 

Quadcotorl 197. 

Quadchrome RGB Monitor 497. 

Quadlink Caiibws you to run most Apple II 
programs direetty on your IBM-PC or XT) 497. 

Quadisk /various sizes to 72 meg) call 

STB 

RIORtg 64k (upgradable to 384k) 


wito PC accelerator, dock calendar, serial 


and paraKel port. ar)d "Conr)ecta0" type 

bracket (game cable optional 259. 

Game Cable (Works with Ap^ joysticks — 

change pin tor IBM joystidO 19. 

Silver Reed (Xstter quakty) 

SIver Reed EXP 550 Printer 132 column 

quiet, smooth, and solid 649. 

TG 

Joystick 45. 


Tandon AM drives are comp&ely pre-tosted 
TM 55-2 (5 1/4”) hdf-height drive (DS.DD) 
(We suppV free rrxxjnting brackets with 
half-heists) 

TM 100-2 (5 1/4”) fii-heighl drive (DS.DD) 


Specify Drive A or Drive B tor your PC 
Comes with complete st^ by stop 

instoMation instructions 249. 

USI (monitors tor graphics board) 

PI-2 Monitor (12" green, with cable) .... 149. 
Pi-3 Monitor (12" amber, with cable) .... 159. 
CompuMod 4 (RF Modulator for TV) 44. 

MEMORY 

64k Memory Upgrade Set for IBM-PC or 

XT system board 59. 

64k Memory Upgrade Set for any memory 

board spec^ make 0 / board 59. 

Install memory upgrades & run diagnostics 

at tkne of board purchase only 10. 


DISKS 

VeriMtIm (with 5 year guarantee) 

Datalife Disks SS/DD plastic box of 10 ... .29. 
Datalife Disks DS/DDplasAc box 0 / TO ...39. 
Rip Sort (hofcfe 75 disks) 19. 


INFORMATION SERVICES 
Compueefve 

CompuServe Information Service 
indudes subscription, manual. 5 hours of 


connect time. S monthly publications) .... 39. 

Executive Information Servioe NEW 79. 

Vidtex Software 59. 

Executive Information Service 

with Vidtex 119. 

Source Telecomputing 

The Source (subscription S manuajl} 69. 

The Source with Souroelink Software .... 109. 




Copyrighted material 



SOFTWARE/HARVEY BERGER 


Phosphor 

Green 
Tinges The 

Silver Screen 

Scriptor’s automatic script formatting is a 
godsend for Hollywood screenwriters who 
have turned in their typewriters for PCs. 


I f you’re a screenwriter, director, or 
producer, you’ve probably found that 
no matter how “user friendly” word 
processing software is supposed to be, it 
can turn downright cold when confronted 
with the rigidity and complexity of a 
screenplay format. This format includes 
separate tabulation settings and spacing 
for items like characters’ names, dialogue, 
and description; items that must be typed 
in all capital letters; and rules for scene 
numbering, page breaks, and the place- 
ment of scene transitions (CUT TO:), 


sluglines (INT. STUDY - NIGHT), and 
indicators like (MORE) and (CONT’D). 

The ordinary word processing program 
puts you through finger calisthenics trying 
to get it all right. Even programmable 
“keyboard enhancers” like SmartKey and 
ProKey, although helpful, don’t really 
solve the problem. They reduce the num- 
ber of keystrokes somewhat, but you still 
have to handle page breaks, spacing, tran- 
sitions, sluglines, atxl indicators manual- 
ly. When you make a change in a scene 
the software automatically repaginates. 
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WITH THE PASSWORD " MODEM AND 
TELPAC™ BEN FRANKLIN COULD HAVE 
PUBLISHED THE FRIDAY EVENING POST. 


J.he Password"' modem and the cost will be half oi 

Telpac"* software deliver text fast, proofreading zero! 
far, cheap, and letter-perfect. Fast? Password is USR's 
Ten times faster than an expert typ- automatic modem: 3C 
ist (and four limes faster than most auto dial/answer, aut 
other modems). Far? Crosstown or select, two-year warri 
crosscountry. Letter perfect? Multi- Telpac, the USR frient 
pie accuracy checks of your text are munications software 
just one editorial benefit. Cheap? $79. Write or call 

Thousands of words by phone descriptions - b 

lines, for less than express mail. I 1 and Password ( 
And if the text is to be typeset, than this! 

U.S. ROBOTICS INC. 

1123 WEST WASHINGTON ‘CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60607 
(312) 733-0497 
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SCREENPLAYS 


totally messing up the format. 

Only recently has software begun to 
appear that streamlines much of the aggra- 
vating clerical work needed to format an 
average script. Scriptor from Screenplay 
Systems, Inc. , is one of the best of these. 
It frees the writer (or rewriter) from having 
to format and reformat a screenplay while 
struggling to create a stoiy. Scriptor is 
designed to work with a data disk already 
prepared using a standard word processing 
package — it is not itself a text editor. The 
manufacturers say you can use WordStar, 
Perfectwriter, The FinalWord, and Spell- 
binder, among others. However, the man- 
ual seems to concentrate on WordStar and 
Perfectwriter features. 

In addition, you have to write your 
screenplay using Scriptor's imbedded 
codes, which are (thank goodness) very 
few. These codes control elements such as 
scene numbers, sluglines, underscoring, 
forced page breaks, omitted scenes, and 
bypass formatting for problems like simul- 
taneous dialogue. The Scriptor manual 
gives you explicit instructions for doing 
this. 

You still have to type your script in a 
reasonably standard format, while paying 
attention to spacing and to at least the left 
margins of the various columns for char- 
acters' name, dialogue, and so forth. This 
is where having keyboard enhancers 
comes in handy. However, you don't have 
to be as neat and careful about the columns 
as you would otherwise, because Scriptor 
will fix the margins later. 

Once you have typed in your draft, you 
are ready to format it. Formatting with 
Scriptor, although a great improvement 


Scriptor 

Screenplay Systems, Inc. 

211 East Olive Ave., #203 
Burbank, CA 91504 
(213) 843-6557 
List Price: $295 

Requires: 160K RAM, two disk drives, 
text editing software, printer with 
backspacing or bare carriage return. 
CIRCLE 723 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


A Sad Story 

This example of Scriptor's output shows what can 
happen when the complexities of screenplay format 
get to be too much for a writer to bear. 


1 INT. DARK MUSTY OFFICE-LATE NIGHT 1 

He had been working at the typewriter nonstop for 48 hours. 
Mere exhaustion had long ago given way to a screaming desire 
for sleep. But he keeps going, crawling and scratching to 
reach the end of his latest masterpiece. As the grandfather 
clock in the corner strikes 4 a.m.. he pulls the last sheet 
from the Smith-Corona and holds it up to the single lamp 
above his desk. 

WRITER 

(Sighing) 

' ‘The End. ' ' Finished! 

(Then becoming excited) 

It's finished! . . . Finished! 1 My 
baby . my Oscar .it's done ! ! ! 

He jumps up from his desk and runs to pour a much-needed 
Scotch on the rocks. 


2 INT. OFFICE-A FEW MOMENTS LATER 2 

The gentle, comforting taste of the liquor barely washes 
across his tongue before he realizes . . . it's not finished. 

A look of despair comes over his face, a lone tear running 
down his cheek . 

WRITER 

What, am I crazy? I’m not through. 

I still have to retype this whole 
script in polished form. It’s 
always the same . . . 

(Beginning to cry) 

I don' t think I can do it again. 

I can' t type another word. I 
can 'til just can ’ t ! 

(CONTINUED) 
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SCREENPLAYS 


over manual methods, is a complicated 
affair. You should not expect to boot up 
and immediately begin using it on real 
material. It will take time, patience, and 
practice with the manual's exercises to 
familiarize yourself with the procedure. 
Basically what's involved is choosing a 
number of variables for margins, spacing, 
placement of scene numbers, etc. Scriptor 
supplies a standard template with defined 
values for these variables but you can 
amend any of the values to create your 


own custom format. Scriptor allows you 
to create and store 16 custom formats, and 
offers you the choice of three overall script 
styles — screenplay, shooting script, and 
variety show. I am told by the designers 
that they plan to include a situation com- 
edy format in their next program 
update. 

Once you have made your choice of 
format and script style, the program works 
on your screenplay largely without any 
assistance. When I tried it, using the stan- 


dard screenplay format with a few margin 
and spacing changes, my 120-page script 
took about 20 minutes to complete. You 
can let the program run entirely automati- 
cally, or you can set it to prompt you when 
it comes to a dialogue or scene break. It 
emits a beep, and if you want to change 
where it has placed the break, you can do 
so. In 99 percent of the cases in which I 
used the prompt, I agreed with the pro- 
gram's break choices and allowed it to 
proceed on its own. 

Another enormously helpful function 
of Scriptor is “Error Correction Level.” 
Inevitably, somewhere in your script lines 
will be mistabbed or rrusplaced from their 
predetermined columns. If a line is only 
one space off, chances ate you won't 
notice it, but Scriptor is prepared to catch 
these little faux pas. You can choose to 
have the program ignore the error or cor- 
rect it. When set in the “correct'' mode, 
the program stops formatting and beeps 
when it encounters a line that doesn't cor- 
respond to any of your preset columns. It 
then enters “Errtrr Crarection Level.” A 
new screen displays the rrrisplaced line, 
indicates the appropriate colurrm, and 
offers a quick atrd simple procedure for 
making the correction. 

Once your script is formatted, it isn't 
set in stone. You can make changes atrd 
then reformat automatically. Scriptor is 
therefore useful not only to writers, but to 
directors and producers, who often insert 
or delete scenes while the film is in pro- 
duction. Scriptor can replace deleted 
scenes with the word OMITTED and still 
maintain the scene numbers. It can also 
renumber the scenes in a revised script 
whenever necessary. 

When it comes to printing, Scriptor 
offers you the choice of producing the 
entire screenplay or selected individual 
pages and scenes. At the end of my trial 
run, I had in hand a finished screenplay, 
perfectly formatted, all scenes numbered 
and ready for the producer. And I can 
always go back and re-edit the material, 
reformat it, and print out the whole script, 
or just the parts I need, at any time. 


2 CONTINUED: 2 

A maniacal look suddenly appears in his eyes. He picks up the 
bottle of expensive Scotch intending to smash it against the 
wall , but stops short , caressing the bottle to his chest . His 
stare then moves over to the Smith-Corona. He gently puts the 
bottle down and slowly stalks to his desk, sneaking up on the 
unsuspecting machine . Grabbing it from behind, he raises the 
old workhorse over his head and smashes it to the floor, a 
wild, psychotic laugh exploding from his lips. 


3 INT, OFFICE-STILL YET ONE MORE MOMENT LATER 3 

WRITER 

I won ' t do it again ! I won ' t ever 
do it again! There must be a better 
way , , . 

(With maniacal insight) 

Yes, that's it. I'll get a 
computer . That ' s what I'll do ! 

Word processing . . . Yes. yes . . . 
a computer , . . ha, ha, ha. ha . . . 

(Becoming solemn) 

But wait! What if I have to add 
or delete a scene? Change 
anything? It'll be the wretched 
curse of the ' 'A' ' and ' 'B' ' pages, 
my whole format a mess. 

The writer opens his desk drawer and, with a trembling hand, 
slowly takes out an old Colt .45 revolver. — H.B. 
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Manual Bugs 

Scriptor\ 194-page manual is exhaus- 
tive and reasonably easy to understand. It 
describes each element of the program in 
sections entitled “Writing for Scriplor”, 
“Creating and Altering a Format”, “For- 
matting a Screenplay", and “Printing a 
Screenplay”, and it supplies numerous 
examples and illustrations. The manual 
not very technically written, which is a 
boon to the average non-techie screenwrit- 
er. However, it still has a few bugs in it. 
For example, although the new IBM ver- 
sion of Scriplor mns under PC DOS, the 
opening few pages of my manual are writ- 
ten for CP/M. The section on “Preparing 
Scriplor for Your System” is therefore a 
little confusing, especially if you, like me, 
have no idea what CP/M is and are sud- 
denly faced with commands that look like 
the formula for a nuclear bomb. The 
designers assured me they are preparing a 
revised manual. In the meantime, it comes 
with an insert explaining the requirements 
for using PC DOS. 

Another flaw is the incomplete expla- 
nation of how to format multiple disks. 
Most screenplays will probably take up at 
least three disks, especially when you con- 
sider the backup files you will want to cre- 
ate. When dealing with multiple Files on 
multiple disks, Scriplor tells you to create 
a separate File, called an “Indirect Com- 
mand File,” using your text editor. That 
File lists, in order, the individual Files mak- 
ing up your complete screenplay, which 
tells Scriplor that your screenplay is 
spread over a number of Files, what their 
Filenames are, what disk drive they’re in, 
and in what order they should be format- 
ted. The File also allows Scriplor to signal 
you while it’s running if the disk needs 
changing. 

What Scriplor's manual doesn’t make 
clear is that this ‘ ‘Indirect Command File” 
has to be copied right onto the master 
Scriplor disk. It's an easy enough copy 
job, but to the novice, the thought of hav- 
ing to play with a “master” is frightening. 
Scriplor is on a protected disk so you can’t 
make a backup copy. The package does. 


however, come with a second usable 
disk. 

The manual’s diagram, “Formatting 
Multiple Files,” would be far more help- 
ful to users of the program if it included 
another box at the top explaining just how 
the “Indirect Command File” is created, 
and speciFically, how to copy it onto the 
Scriplor disk. Once you understand the 



Scriptor frees the 
writer from having to 
format and reformat 
a screenplay while 
struggling to create 
a story. 

process, it’s really quite simple, but a bet- 
ter explanation wouldn’t hurt. 

Quick Trip 

The manual includes an invaluable 
hands-on exercise called “Quick Trip 
Through Scriplor.” Don’t miss it, even if 
you think you’re too sophisticated for the 
elementary parts of the instructions. 
“Quick Trip” is essential to becoming 
familiar with Scriplor's operating format. 
I found the exercise easy to understand, 
and I experienced my First real sense of 
accomplishment when the printer pro- 
duced exactly what the book said it 
would. 

If a user has a question about proce- 
dure, or about some specific application 
peculiar to a particular writer’s style that 


Scriplor doesn’t address. Screenplay Sys- 
tems is ready to help. Without telling the 
company that 1 was writing a review of 
their product, I made an appointment to 
speak with them about the program and 
my particular application. Company rep- 
resentatives spent a considerable amount 
of time fanuliarizing me with the program 
and explaining how to integrate it into my 
system. They made no claims beyond 
what Scriplor could do, and their approach 
was comfortably soft-sell. They empha- 
sized that they would continue to be avail- 
able to help with any questions or prob- 
lems I might encounter after purchasing 
Scriplor. I also checked with friends using 
Scriplor and they conFumed that the orga- 
nization gave them good support. 

Screenplay Systems is willing to work 
with writers to customize Scriplor to their 
needs. No installation program is re- 
quited, and Screenplay Systems will sup- 
ply updates, at a minimal charge. 

If you consider the time and aggrava- 
tion that goes into retyping your material 
before it’s ready for copying, Scriplor is 
mote than worth its $295.00 price. And if 
you consider the current costs of having a 
screenplay typed or word-processed by an 
outside service, your savings might pay 
for your entire computer system. The last 
script I did on my old Selectric typewriter 
was word-processed at a cost of $800 for 
two computer-generated drafts and one set 
of revisions. And there’s one very impor- 
tant difference between doing it yourself 
and going outside. No one else need see 
the script until it’s complete, so there is no 
need to fear having unregistered material 
ripped off by an unscrupulous typist. 

An increasing number of customized 
software packages ate addressing the com- 
plex and diverse needs of the entertain- 
ment industry. What I’m waiting for now 
is a program for my PC called ' 'Ageni. ' ' If 
Scriplor is so cost-effective, then this one 
would be priceless. ■ 


Harvey Berger is a California-based 
screenwriler who has recently become an 
IBM PC owner and enthusiasi. 
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MULTI FUNCTION & RAM 
EXPANSION 

AST RESEARCH 
SIX PAK PLUS • Ciock/Calender. i 
Serial Port. 1 Parallel Port (Ex- 
pandable to 384K * Game Port) 
MEGAPLUS II - Clock/Calender. 1 
Serial Port. (Exandable to5l2K.2nd 
Serial Port. 1 Parallel. * 1 Game Port) 
Inci. Superdrive and Superspool — 
OPTIONS 

64K Ram - set of 9 64K chips 

Serial Port *2 

Parallel Port 

Game Port 

Expansion memory board for 

Megaplus M 

MAYNARD ELECTRONICS 

Sandstar" Series 

QUAORAM CORP. 
QUAOLINK-ThelBM-APPLE Link 
Incl. System Software and On-Board 
Computer with 64K, Game Port. Dis- 
play Generator. Disk Interface 


$55 
. $40 
. $40 
. $40 


CALL 

CALL 


PRINTERS 


CONTROL 
DATA 


SPECIALS 

OF THE MONTH 
AST RESEARCH 


DISKETTES 

Guaranteed Error Free 
1242-00 5'4‘* Single-Sided. 
Single/Double Density. Write 
Protect Notch & Hub Ring . . 

(Box of 10) $19.95 

1244-00 S'A" Double-Sided. 
Single/Double Density. Write 
Protect Notch & Hub Ring . 

(Box of 10) $29.95 


/aC\CX>fTRpL 
\aE/ DATA 


COLOR GRAPHICS A 
GRAPHICS CARDS 


HERCULES Graphics Card .. $395 
UNIVERSAL 

RESEARCH Multidisplay Card 
Par Port . . . 

PLANTRONICS Colorplus Par Port 
with the DRAFTS- 
MAN Software . 


$425 

1 

$425 


MONITORS 


AMDEK 
VIDEO 300 

12" Hi-Res Green 


VIDEO 310A 

12" Amber Monitor .. 

COLOR I 

13" Composite Color 
COLOR II 

Hi-Res RGB Monitor , 


$144 

$175 

$299 

$475 


DOT MATRIX 

EPSON FX-80 (160cp8) $569 

FX-100 (leOcps) $729 

OKIDATA 92 (120cps) $525 

93 (120cps) $849 

NEC 6023 (lOOcps) $495 

DAISYWHEEL 

BROTHER HR-1 (16cpS) $739 

NECSSOO Spinwnter (33cps) $1,940 

OUME Sprint II Plus (40 cps). -$1,475 

8" THINLINE FLEXIBLE DISK 
SUBSYSTEM 

(Shown Below) Fully Assembled & 

Tested With Complete Documentation 
with Cable & Software 

1-9490 - Dual Drive. Double- Sided. 

2.4MB $1,495 

1-8491 - Single Drive. Double- Sided, 
1.2MB: Inci. Filler Panel -Second 
Drive Can Be Added Later $995 

SOFTWARE UTILITIES FOR IBM» 
FROM TALL TREE SYSTEMS 

J FORMAT-2. WINORIVE. JETDRIVE. 
JSPOOL 8 JSORT each $35 

DISK CONTROLLER FOR IBM» PC~ 

MAYNARD ELECTRONICS 

FDC 5%''-Floppy Drive Controller $19$ 

FOC/P9 6"-Floppy Controller $195 

DRIVES FOR THE IBM®^ 

5V«'’ FULL HEIGHT — Internal Mounting 
Flexible Disk Drives 

TANDON 

TM 101-4 $275 


POf PRODUCTS 

□ume. 

▼ A Subsidiary of ITT 


9409 $225 

landan 

TM 100-2 



PCS 
HX-12 

12"Hi-Res Color (RGB) $499 

1400C 

12" Color Monitor $325 

MODEMS 
HAYES 

SMART MODEM 300 $230 

SMART MODEM 1200 $525 

SMART MODEM 1200B $499 

SMARTCOM H SOFTWARE .... $80 

CABLE $19 

DRIVES FOR THE IBM® PC 
OR PC ‘JR’ 

MAVNARO HALF HEIGHT - Internal Mounting 
Flexible Disk Drives {Includes Strap 
Kits to Mount in Full Height 
m lATTRAl^ Footprint) 6 MS Step Rate 

CORPORAJON TM 55-2 $225 

TM 55-4 $260 

TEAC 

FD 55-F $260 


landan 

TM 50-2^ 

$200 

Qum®ak 

142A...- 

$212 

TEAC. 

$225 



MICROXPRESS 

305 S. State College Blvd. Suite 135 
Anaheim. CA 92806 
CIRCLE 341 ON READER SERVICE CARD 




COMPETITIVE PRtCES/PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

All equipment is brand new We carry the full lines 
of the manufacturers included above Call for prod- 
ucts not listed Combination and quantity discounts 
available on some products 





HARDWARE/DANIEL HOLZMAN 


The 

Selectric 

Connection 

With a little bit of work, a fair amount of money, and 
the willingness to put up with some limitations, you can 
transform an IBM Selectric typewriter into a printer for your PC. 


I f you’ve just bought an IBM PC, and 
you already own an IBM Selectric 
typewriter, the question, “Why can’t 
I use my IBM typewriter as a printer for 
my PC?” may pop into your mind. Well, 
as a matter of fact, you can, but it may not 
be worth the effort. 

There are several ways to make the 
connection, depending upon which model 
of the Selectric you own. The electronic 
Selectrics, models 50, 60, 65, 75, and 85, 
adapt most easily, since they were 
designed with microcircuit relays, which 
can be easily connected to a serial or par- 

CMC 5060 

California Micro Computer 
17791 Jamestown La. 

Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
(714) 847-4141 

List Price: $295; connector, $75. 

CIRCLE 724 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


allel output port on the PC. The older 
Selectric II and III models are much more 
difficult to connect and will not be dealt 
with here. 

California Micro Computer, in Hun- 
tington Beach, California, manufactures a 
typical connection device, the CMC 5060 
module. I recently installed it in an IBM 
Selectric 50 typewriter with good results. 
The same module also works with the 
model 60 and 75 typewriters. (IBM itself 
just released a module for connecting the 
model 65 and 85 typewriters to the PC). 

Before you attempt to make the con- 
nection, though, it is important to under- 
stand the pluses and minuses of using a 
typewriter as a printer. You should realize 
that IBM Selectric typewriters were not 
designed for use as printers, so they have 
certain inherent drawbacks. They print 
only 16.5 characters per second, which is 
slow compared with most letter-quality 


printers. They ate very noisy, so you may 
want to buy a silencer. Furthermore, these 
typewriters do not support through soft- 
ware control the many common printer 
functions, such as type pitch and spacing 
or right- and left-justified proportionally 
spaced text. In addition, using a typewriter 
as a printer puts it under tremendous 
strain, so you should expect it to break 
down more frequently than a dedicated let- 
ter-quality printer would. You should also 
know that installing a connection module 
will not void your IBM service contract, 
but you can expect to pay at least $100 
mote per year if you want to keep it. 

With all of these drawbacks, why make 
the connection at all? The main reason is 
that IBM Selectric typewriters provide 
outstanding type quality — better than that 
of any letter-quality printer currently avail- 
able. Using different IBM Selectric type 
“balls,” you can obtain pica, elite, italic 
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Printer-Setup File Modifications 


Printer initialization sequence 

Esc Q Esc A 

Backspace on printer 

ASCII 156 

Form feed valid 

No 

Start of underline mode 

Esc U 

End of underline mode 

Esc I 

Set left margin 

Esc W 

Release margin 

Esc Q 

Set tabs 

Esc S 

Clear tabs 

Esc A 

Redirect output to serial port, 300 baud, 1 stop bit, 8 data 
bits, no parity check. 



Figure 1 : Specific primer-setup files do not exist for IBM Selectrics, but these 
modifications enable you to control additional printer functions from the PC keyboard. 


or proportionally spaced print. With a car- 
bon ribbon the quality is almost as good as 
that of typeset documents. Also, assuming 
you already own the typewriter you can 
get a printer for just the price of the con- 
nection module. 

Making the Connection 

The CMC 5060’s photocopied manual 
is no worse than many other computer 
manuals. The text is reasonably easy to 
follow, although you can expect to spend 
at least 2 hours, not the half hour CMC 
advertises, on the connection process. 

First, open up the IBM typewriter by 
moving the sliding latches. The diagram in 
the manual makes it look as if there is only 
one slot on each latch where a flat bladed 
screwdriver can be insetted, but this is not 
true. The sliding latches tun the full length 
of the typewriter from front to back on 
both sides and have two slots cut into 
them. One is near the front of the type- 
writer, one near the middle. You should 
insert the screwdriver into the middle slot, 
where you are less likely to damage deli- 
cate components. As an additional precau- 
tion, tape the blade on the screwdriver 
before prying open the latches. 

Once you have the cover off, raise the 
typewriter to the vertical position for eas- 
ier access. Then examine it carefully to 
determine how to connect the CMC 5060 
to the IBM cable. Take your time and 
make sure you line up the pins before you 
push the cable ends together. Follow the 
directions to make the remaining connec- 
tions. 

The final hardware cotuiecQon requires 
special care. IBM Selectric typewriters 
provide automatic line feed with each car- 
riage return. For proper operation, most 
word processors require that this feature 
be discormected, so the CMC 5060 has a 
separate wire that connects to a small mag- 
netic relay on the tight side of the type- 
writer in order to turn this feature off. This 
magnetic relay has a very delicate pin; you 
must be careful not to break it off when 
you push the 5060’s connector onto the 
pin. You can minimize the breakage 


potential by wiggling the pins when you 
connect them. 

When you finish, make sure all of the 
cables and wires are clear of the typewrit- 
er’s moving parts, particularly the bottom 
of the carriage, which may be obstructed 
by the rubber mat at the bottom of the 
typewriter. To prevent the carriage from 
becoming obstructed by the mat, double 
check all parts and cables to insure that 
they are lying flat at the bottom of the 
typewriter when you reattach the cover. 

This completes the typewriter modifi- 
cation process. All you need to do now is 
connect the CMC supplied RS 232C con- 
nector to the serial port on your PC or, if 
you purchased the parallel connection, 
simply connect the CMC 5050’s cable to 
your parallel port. You can now use the 
typewriter as a printer. 

Software Adjustments 

Using a typewriter as a printer presents 
several programming problems. In order 
to understand the problems and learn how 
to solve them, you need to know the basics 
of how electronic typewriters and the 
CMC 5060 (and other similar modules) 
work. 

Electronic typewriters, such as the 
Selectric 50, use a sophisticated relay sys- 
tem. When the operator strikes a key, a 
signal is sent to a microprocessor, which 
in turn sends a signal to the relay instmct- 


ing the type ball which character to print 
and where to print it. Some keys enable 
nonprinting functions, such as setting tabs 
or margins. With the Selectric 50, the 
relay actually sends out signals to seven 
different switches, known as bails and 
reeds. Each switch can be set either on or 
off, creating 27 or 128 possible combina- 
tions. Similarly, when you use the PC 
keyboard and transmit characters to the 
typewriter, the 5060 module converts the 
PC's ASCn character into the equivalent 
Selectric signal to properly set the bails on 
the typewriter. 

This process works fine as long as there 
is an equivalent typewriter code for the 
ASCII character you ate sending. Regret- 
tably, this is not always the case. The 
CMC module handles this problem by 
transmitting a “no (xint” signal to the 
typewriter for each undefined character 
you try to transmit. The actual mapping of 
ASCn to Selectric characters is shown in a 
table in the CMC documentation. Unfor- 
tunately, the table is not accurate for all 
Selectric type balls. The standard letters 
and numbers remain in place, but unusual 
symbols may occupy different locations 
on various models. On the proportional- 
spacing model 96 ball, for example, 
ASCII character 92 is the cents (t) sym- 
bol, not the ampersand (&) symbol, as 
shown in the manual's table. Similarly, 
ASCII 62 is the colon (:) character, not the 
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fraction 'A, as listed. You should check 
the accuracy of the table if you plan to use 
any unusual symbols. The best way to do 
this is to transmit the first 127 ASCII 
codes to the typewriter from your word 
processor and take a look at the result. 
You should perform this accuracy test for 
every new type ball you plan to use. 

Using the proportional-spacing ball 
presents more serious software problems. 
On this ball, each character takes up a dif- 
ferent amount of space, so two lines con- 
taining the same number of characters 
may have different lengths, which leads to 
difficulties. In order to line up a table, for 
example, most word processors simply 
count the number of characters from the 
left margin to the beginning of the next 
column. If the character size is fixed, this 
works fine. However, with proportional 
spacing, each line of the table may begin 
in a different place. 

The same problem arises when under- 
lining. Most word processors underline 
by, first, causing the printer to perform a 
carriage return with no line feed at the end 
of the line of text. Then the printhead 
moves the correct number of spaces to the 
beginning of the word or phrase to be 
underlined, and the appropriate number of 
underline characters is inserted. This pro- 
cedure fails to woik with the proportional- 
spacing ball, since merely counting spaces 
will not put the printhead in the correct 
position. Similar problems may be en- 
countered using the equation, subscript, 
and superscript modes. 

The solution is to use the built-in 
microprocessor in the electronic typewrit- 
er. The CMC 5060 allows you to transmit 
typewriter control codes directly from the 
PC. These commands allow you to control 
features such as underlining, tab setting, 
and column alignment by using typewriter 
commands rather than word processing 
commands. This allows proper underiin- 
ing and column alignment even for pro- 
portional spacing. 

Special Characters 

In order to underline, line up tables. 


overstrike, and set margins and tabs in the 
proportional-space mode, you must trans- 
mit escape codes from the PC to the 
Selectric. An escape code functions the 

The CMC 5060 
allows you to 
transmit typewriter 
control codes 
directly from the PC. 
These commands 
allow you to control 
underlining, tab 
setting and alignment. 


same way as the equivalent code key does 
when using the Selectric as a typewriter. 

The escape codes are easily transmitted 
from the PC to the Selectric using the 
CMC 5060 module. For example, to 
underline a single word on the Selectric, 
you would normally type the word, then 
press Code I. Similarly, to underline a 
whole phrase, you would enter Code U 
first, then type the phrase, then enter Code 
1. To underline a single word using the 
PC, type in the word from your word pro- 
cessor, then transmit Esc-I to the Selectric. 
To underline a whole phrase, first transmit 
Esc-U, type in the phrase, then transmit 
Esc-I. The main difficulty is in getting the 
word processor to transmit the correct 
escape code at the appropriate time. 

Few word processors have a printer- 
setup file specifically designed to instmct 
a Selectric typewriter to underline, over- 
strike, print compressed type, and so on. 
Therefore, you will have to modify the file 
supplied or create your own. 

I have found it necessary to modify the 
printer-setup file on my PC as shown in 
Figure 1 . These modifications solve many 
of the problems inherent in using a 
Selectric as a printer. Printer initialization 
clears tabs and resets the margin to the far 


left. This is important, since the typewriter 
remembers where the left margin was last 
set, and the margin may not be where you 
want it. The printer backspace code is 
arbitrary but should be set to a character 
you will not need to transmit in normal 
writing. Form feeds will not work on IBM 
Selecirics. The underline mode is best 
used as a continuous underline rather than 
word-by-word, since you’d have to turn it 
on and off again after each word. 

I never attempt to set margins or tabs 
using escape codes, although it can be 
done. It is easier to set them using the 
word prxKessor. If you use a 10- or 12- 
pitch ball you will have no trouble, but if 
you use a proportional spacing ball you 
will need to use escape codes if you want 
to change margins or tabs in the middle of 
a document. Even with the Esc S code to 
set tabs, it is very difficult to know exactly 
where the tabs will actually come out in 
the proportional-spacing mode, since you 
can only set tabs based on the actual, phys- 
ical position of the typewriter printhead. 
This is not easily predictable when you are 
simply looking at text on a CRT. 

Tips and Warnings 

If you want the smoothest operation 
possible, stick to a 10- or 12-pitch type 
and ignore proportional spacing. If you do 
use proportional spacing, limit yourself to 
simple letters without tabular lineup, 
change of margins, change of tabs, or cen- 
tering. These features are difficult to 
implement correctly in a word processing 
program. 

Certain features easily achieved on 
printers will be impossible on a Selectric. 
You carmot control type pitch through 
software, at least not on the Selectric 50 
where the pitch is controlled by a lever on 
the side of the typewriter. The only way to 
do this would be to send a pause command 
to the typewriter and change the pitch by 
hand. 

You cannot mix italic, emphasized, 
double strike, enlarged, condensed, and 
proportional-spaced type with an IBM 
Selectric. This could be done only if type 
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44 TaskManager 

has delivered j 
me from the M 
nightmare JM 
ot project- mW 
tracking / m 


william T Sand v< 
Chief Engineer 
Hathaway Corporation . - 


It you manage people ond |obs. 
coordinate due dates and juggle 
workloads. TaskManoger con help 
you, too. This practical monoge- 
ment tool lets you spot contlicts 
and ovedoads, txilance schedules 
ond ultimately get more done In 
less time.ToskManager produces 
reports and Gontt chads on the 
screen or on your printer. Hand 
ToskMonoger's concise chads 
right over to your depadment man- 
agers. project managers or assis- 
tants, They'll immediately know 
what to accomplish, when. 

So get better organized-get the 
quick to learn, easy to use task 
monaging system -TaskManager 
byQuola. For the IBM PC and com- 
patible computers (PC-DOS 1 ,0, 


11 and 2.0). 


□uala 


23026 Frisco Drive 


Valencia, Californio 91355 
(805)255-2922 
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balls with different fonts were available. 
As far as 1 know, these are not available 
for the Selectiic. You can create over- 
struck characters only if your word proces- 
sor allows you to send a backspace to the 
typewriter. Furtheimore, you can’t send 

If you are looking for 
a substitute for a 
letter-quality printer, 
you haven’t found it 
in your Selectric 
typewriter. 

half-line feeds to the typewriter, so super- 
scripting and subscripting will take up an 
entire additional line. Some type balls do 
include a special, reduced-size, super- 
script charactm 1 and 2. In this case you 
can send them directly. 

If you are looking for a substitute for a 
letter-quality printer, you haven’t found it 
in your Selectric typewriter. Typewriters 
make slow, noisy, and somewhat unrelia- 
ble printers, and they cannot perform 
many of the tasks true printers can per- 
form. On die other hand, if you already 
have an electronic Selectric typewriter, the 
PC-Selectric connection might be worth a 
try, especially if you plan to use the com- 
bination mainly for applications that don’t 
demand high speeds or special features. 
Be prepared to spend some time on the 
hardware ctmnection, and on the setup-file 
modifications in your word processing 
package. Using the Selectric only for sim- 
ple printing tasks, and sticking to a 10- or 
12-pitch type ball, you stand a reasonable 
chance for success. ■ 


Dan Holzman is a registered professional 
engineer in Oregon, Wisconsin. He has 
been practicing engineering for 6 years 
and is now working on a Ph.D in Geo- 
technical Engineering. He writes fre- 
quently for the Madison IBM PC User's 
Group and is the owner of Galileo Soft- 
ware, an engineering software company. 
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Kensington Micruware Ltd. 

251 Avenue South □ New York, NY’ 10010 
(212) 475-5200 D 'Wex; 2:16200 KEN I'R 


Introducing 
REMOTE CONTROL 
The link between 
portable computers and 
your IBM PC. 


IBM PCjr 



Radio Shack Model 100 





u 

1 


NECPC8201A" 


When Radio Shack and NEC introduced 
their portable computers, we were im- 
pressed with their integrated software 
environments. Built-in text editing and 
communicatioas software made these 
portables perfect travelling computers, 
But one thing was missing; an easy link 
between the portable and the othce 
IBM PC. We went to work. The result is 
REMOTE CONTROL”software. 

Merck what REMOTE CONTROL 
software will do for you. 

1. At the office: When you load 
REMOTE CONTROL on your IBM PC, 
you have an integrated text editing and 
communicatioas environment. You no 
longer have to switch between word 
processing and communications pro- 
grams, REMOTE CONTROL is modelled 
after the highly regarded .software in 
the Radio Shack and NEC computers. If 


IBM PC'* 

you have one of these portables, you’ll 
find the command structure is identical. 
You don't have to learn any additional 
programs. 

2. Direct connection; Move files 
at high speed over a standard RS232 
cable between your IBM PC and your 
portable computer. Take your portable 
computer to a meeting and simply 
traasfer your notes into your IBM PC 
when you return to the office. A null 
modem cable is included with REMOTE 
CONTROL. 

3. Host mode; This is great. Now 
you can communicate with and control 
your unattended IBM PC over tele- 
phone lines from your portable compu- 
ter keyboard. Move filas, execute DOS 
commands and run stand-alone pro- 
grams from your remote site as easily as 
if you were at your desk. For example; 


You’re travelling with a portable compu- 
ter. Late at night you dial your office PC 
with your portable. REMCflE CONTROL 
aaswers your call and gwas you control 
over the PC. You can .scan your disk 
drives for massages your office has left 
behind. You can download files into your 
portable computer. You can create me.s- 
sages with your portable and upkuul 
them to the office PC, .save those mes- 
sagas to disk, even print the mes,sages 
out on the PCk printer. Your correspon- 
dence is waiting for your office staff 
when they come in the next morning. 

REMOTE CONTROL, only $180. 
Contact your local IBM dealer, or call us 
at 212 475-5200 for the name of the 
dealer neare.st you. 

fBjJBIKENSINCrON' 

ll^J MICROWARE 


^stem requirements: REMOTE CONTROL runs on an IBM PC, PC-XT,oranj IBM PC compatible with a minimum trf 128K R-AM. 

trademarks; Remote Control— Kensinjtlon Microware Ltd.: Radio Shack — Tindj’ Corporation: NEC— Nippon Electric Corporation: IBM— International Businejw Machines Corp 
C I9fQ Kenstni^on Micnware Ltd. 
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MADESIMPLE. 

Now you can save time, aggravation, adhesive 
tape, and Gorgonzola cheese by following one 
simple direction — Sideways. It's the unique soft- 
ware program that lets you output all the spread- 
sheet columns you need, all cm one continuous 
page, all with one print command — and all for 
only $60! 

With Sideways on your side, ikj spreadsheet 
you invent with Lotus 1-2-31“ V isiCalc® htilti- 
plan™ or SuperCalc™ is too wide! And it's just 
as powerful an ally when you're creating far- 
into-the-future schedules and pert charts with 
your word processor. In fact, for any wide 
text file, for dozens d uses, the way to go is 
Sideways. 

The experts agree. PC Magazine, for exam- 
ple, writra: 'If you've got the need. Sideways has 
the soluticm.' And PC Mferycf calls Sideways 
'nifty .... an easy to use program that does 
what it claims.' 

You can go Sideways today with an IBM® PC 
and an IBM® Epson, Okidata, Prism™ or Pro- 
writer™ printer. Ask for Sideways at your Icxal 
ComputoLand® or other leading computer 
stores. Or mail a $60 check to Funk Software, 
P.O. Box 1290, Cambridge, MA 02238. (617) 
497-6339. MC/Visa accepted. Send no Mexican 
jumping beans, please. 


sjsmm 
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TtimYotif PC Into An ibm XT 

The SIGMA Designs Hard Disk IQt 
Makes It As Simple As... 


Why pay $3000 more for the 
XT? For much less, the Sigma 
Hard Disk kit gives you a bet- 
ter, faster drive, and comes 
complete with mounting hard- 
ware, user’s manual, and BIOS 
for DOS 2.0. Available In 10 
MB and 15 MB. 


MOUNT THE 
HARD DISK 


With a fast access time of 
66 msec , our drives are 
designed for trouble free 
operation. Plated media, 
dedicated shipping zone for 
heads, and built-in shock 
mounts, let you move, even 
drop the disk without data 
loss. The sound mechanical 
design and bullt-ln air 
circulation system keep 
the drive cool. 



INSTALL THE 
CONTROLLER CARD 

Designed to support up to 
two Winchester Drives, the 
controller will handle 10 MB, 

15 MB and larger. Provided 
with bootable BIOS on EPROM 
for PC 2 and with non bootable 
BIOS on diskette for PC 1. 


SECURE AUXILLIARY 
POWER SUPPLY 


The power supply connects 
to the auxiliary outlet of your 
PC. Plug your monitor into the 
external power supply’s own 
outlet. Power Is still controlled 
by the PC’s on/off switch. 


*IBM is a registered trademark 
ot IBM Corp. 


SIGMA DESIGNS, INC. 
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2990 Scott Blvd., Santa Clara, CA 95050 (408) 496-0536 Telex 171240 


nmograpto: John Tenison 


HARDWARE/MARK ZACHMANN 


A Member 
Of the 
Ink-Jet Set 


Quiet operation and colorful displays characterize 
Radio Shack’s new CGP-220 ink-jet printer for the PC, 
but it’s a far cry from perfection. 


I nk-jet primers have always been 
beyond the economic reach of most 
microcomputer owners. Recent tech- 
nological advances are now bringing the 
prices down and making these machines 
accessible to home users. One newly 

Radio Shack CGP-220 
Radio Shack Division 
Tandy Corporation 
Fort Worth, TX 76102 
(817) 390-3011 
List Price: $699 

CIRCLE 676 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


available ink-jet printer is the Radio Shack 
CGP-220, which, despite some consider- 
able limitations, delivers a pretty good 
printer for the price. 

Microcomputers presently use two ma- 
jor types of printers. Letter-quality printers 
produce fully formed characters, in much 
the same way that typewriters do. Dot- 
matrix printers use a series of tiny dots to 
form the shapes of the characters. 

The advantage of dot-matrix over let- 
ter-quality printers lies in their versatility. 
Since the characters are made up of dots, 
there are no inherent restrictions on shape 


or size. Additionally, print quality can be 
adjusted by increasing or decreasing the 
number of dots per character. If the printer 
software supports graphics, creative users 
can produce some impressive patterns. 

Dot-matrix printers fall into two cate- 
gories. Impact dot-matrix printers use 
electromagnets that strike thick wires 
against a print ribbon, leaving dots on the 
paper (hence, the term impact). Ink-jet 
printers work by spitting small globs of ink 
at the paper. Since there is no actual con- 
tact between the printer and the paper, ink- 
jet printers are much quieter than the 
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impact ones. Both types of dot-matrix 
printers run at comparable speeds. 

Radio Shack’s CGP-220 prints in full 
color, albeit relatively slowly (38 charac- 
ters per second), and sells for less than 
$700. 1 recently bought one as a backup 
for my two other printers. 

Installing the New Machine 

Hooking up the printer to my IBM PC 
was simple. The port in the back is almost 
standard Centronics compatible, so I sim- 
ply unhooked my Epson printer and 
plugged in the CGP-220. It worked imme- 
diately. Unfortunately, the CGP-220 has 
no line for initialization. You have to turn 
the printer off then on again to clear absurd 
programming. 

The printer also has a serial port with 
settings for 600- and 2400-baud operation, 
so you don't have to tie up your printer 
port. The serial poit requires special wir- 
ing to hook to the PC’s asynehronous port, 
but it isn’t hard to figure out. You simply 
wire three of the pins in the CGP-220’s 
4-pin DIN plug to their equivalents on the 
25-pin adapter on the PC. Then connect 
the two pins together inside the adapter. 

The CGP-220 uses two separate ink 
cartridges. One cartridge holds black ink, 
and the other holds three smaller contain- 
ers of cyan-, magenta-, and yellow-col- 
ored ink, respectively. Changing car- 
tridges is a snap; they conveniently plug 
into the front of the printer. 

Operation 

A Motorola 6809 processor controls 
the CGP-220, giving it 8K of EPROM 
along with 4K of RAM for buffer storage 
and for the processor. 

The CGP-220 has four horizontally 
mounted ink nozzles, one for each color of 
ink. As the printhead moves back and 
forth, the nozzles spray multicolored dots 
in horizontal lines. Since the head has only 
one row, printing a 5-by-7 character takes 
seven passes of the printhead, which 
explains the 38 cps speed rating. 

Undoubtedly, and not surprisingly, the 
greatest advantage of this approach is, of 


course, the colors. You can spray colors 
on top of one another — ^just like you mix 
paint. The printer can print up to seven 
different colors: red, green, cyan, violet, 
magenta, yellow, and black. In the dot- 
graphics mode, the CGP-220 can achieve 
a resolution of 640 dots across the page (or 
about 80 dots per inch, horizontally and 
vertically). In the character mode, the 


printer’s resolution is 560 dots across the 
page. It creates characters in a 5-by-7 dot 
matrix inside a 6-by-8 character cell. 

The printer accepts rolls or single- 
sheets and uses the friction-feed method to 
advance the paper. The rol] paper has a 
special consistency for absorbing the ink, 
and the results are more distinctive than 
those printed on single sheets. 

Programming 

The CGP-220 printer uses an internal 
microprocessor for control, but its pro- 
gramming is primitive. 

The printer has two type styles: stan- 
dard and vertically compressed. The first 
is called a 4:3 style, referring to a dot- 
spacing ratio of four vertical to three hor- 
izontal. The second style is called 1:1, 
since horizontal and vertical spacing are 
equal. Either style may be printed in elon- 
gated print (see Figure 1), where each dot 


is repeated twice across the screen. The 
result is a line of only 40 characters. 

There is no reverse feed, and there is no 
way to return to the start of the line without 
performing a line feed, so you can’t under- 
line double-strike characters. The CGP- 
220’s carriage return produces the auto- 
matic line feed because the machine prints 
one horizontal dot (scan) line at a time. By 


the time it finishes a row of characters, the 
printhead is on the bottom scan line of that 
row of characters. With no reverse feed, a 
carriage return must return to the top of the 
next character row. For emphasis, of 
course, you always have the option of 
printing characters in different colors. 

Limitations 

Nonetheless, the CGP-220’s automatic 
line feed imposes severe limitadons on the 
PC. It means that the PrtSc function will 
cause double spacing. There is no simple 
remedy for this. Similarly, many word 
processing programs assume that a car- 
riage return causes return to the start of the 
same line, so they add a line feed to move 
to the next line. With the CGP-220, this 
leads to involuntary double spacing. 

Radio Shack could have solved the 
problem handily by providing a simple 
switch (software or hardware) that al- 



A sample chart made In the 640x200 mode. 
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Figure 1: Sample alphabets printed by the Radio Shack CGP-220 ink-jet printer. The top alphabet contains vertically compressed 
elongated letters, while the bottom one is composed of standard elongated letters. 



Figure 2: A 640-by-400 mode, 1:1 ratio, color and dither test pattern. 
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A 640x400 mode cotor and dHher test pattern. All graphics were created using a 
Tscmar Graphics Master Card, the APL*PLUS/PC language, and a FRIEZE screen 
dump package, printed out on the Radio Shack CGP-220 lnk-|at printer. 


lowed the printer ignore line feeds. 

The CGP-220’s characters are not par- 
ticularly attractive. This could have been 
remedied by using a denser dot matrix, but 
the net result would have been a slower 
printing speed. (If seven scan lines give 38 
cps, then II scan lines, for example 
would produce 24 cps.) 

Although the character print routines 
know enough not to go beyond the last 
character on a line, the graphics routines 
always shuttle back and forth across the 
whole line, without respect to the number 
of pixels you are actually drawing. 

None of the printing conveniences you 
might expect from a itKxlem printer — ital- 
ics, boldface, underlining, superscripts, 
subscripts, proportional spacing, justifica- 
tion, reverse feed, factional line feeds, 
and downloadable character sets — are 
present in the CGP-220. 

I would hope that, much like impact 
printers, the programming, flexibility, and 
features of low-cost ink-jet printers will 
improve considerably with time. Certain- 
ly, one would expect better results consid- 
ering the amount of available EPROM and 
RAM on the CGP-220. 

Performance 

The printer performed exactly as 
expected. The speed is not extraordinary, 
but the mechanical operation seems reli- 
able. The colors look good, and the graph- 
ics are attractive. Characters are only pass- 
able, but I use an impact printer for stan- 
dard printing anyway, so I can live with 
this limitation. 

Dot-matrix graphic displays often have 
problems with registration, which means 
that they carmot properly line up vertical 
columns. Many printers fail to produce 
truly straight vertical lines. The Radio 
Shack’s performance was exemplary in 
this respect: every graphics display looked 
identical to the screen from which it was 
printed. 

Even when I ran some dither patterns 
(which simulate an unavailable color by 
alternating two or more available colors), 
the dot registration kept the patterns look- 


ing very respectable and the dots were 
well defmed (see Figure 2). 

The printer runs slowly in graphics 
mode, probably due to the large amount of 
data being processed. An 8'/4-by-l I print 
takes about S16 minutes to print out. Of 
course, the pattern is made up of about 
4(X),000 dots, so you really can’t complain 
too much. 

Ironically, I have one further complaint 
that concerns the noise level. Although the 
printing operation itself is nearly noise- 
less, the printer makes a noticeable and 
armoying "thud” every time the printhead 
returns to the left side of the page. This 
gets annoying, especially against the oth- 
erwise quiet background. But the noise 
level of the Radio Shack CGP-220 is still 
much more pleasant to live with than that 


of any impact printer. 

The Radio Shack CGP-220 satisfies 
my personal requirements exactly but I 
would not recommend it as a first printer. 
You’d be better off with an inexpensive 
letter-quality printer, which will produce 
much better quality type at a similar speed, 
or a dot-matrix impact printer (which will 
run much faster and still produce better 
quality characters). Furthermore the lack 
of an INIT line, the automatic line feed, 
and the reliance on roll paper, are minor, 
but armoying, defects. But if you need 
quiet operation, attractive graphics, and 
full-color printing, the CGP-220 does a 
creditable job at a reasonable price. The 
arrival of the CGP-220 in the printer mar- 
ketplace is a good omen for the future of 
inexpensive ink-jet printers. ■ 
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Time for your computer to make the telephone con- 
nection - with an intelligent, full 21 2A 300/1200 
baud modem - with a real time clock/calendar - 
and with the capability to expand into a com- 
plete telecommunications system. It's time for 
PRO-MODEM 1200. Much more than just a phone 
modem. 

When you're on-line, time is money. PRO-MODEM 
telecommunication systems help you save. By 
monitoring the duration and cost of your phone 
calls. And by sending and receiving messages, 
unattended, at preset times when the rates are 
ower. . .with or without your computer. 


PRO-MODEM does more. It lets you build a full tele- 
communications system with features like Auto 
Dialer, Incoming and Outgoing Message Buffering, 
Business/Personal Phone Directory, Program- 
mable Operating Instructions, a 12-Character 
Alpha-Numeric Time and Message Display, and 
versatile PRO-COM Software. PRO-MODEM com- 
mands are Hayes compatible so you can use most 
existing telecommunications software without 
modification. 

There's much more to the PRO-MODEM story. See 
your local dealer for complete details. He'll show 
you how to save time. And money. 


'<mpare the $495 PRO-MODEM 1 200 with any other 
dem on the market. For example, you'd have to 
both the Hayes Smartmodem 1200 plus their 
'nograph for about $950 to get a modem with 
‘^se. 


tODEM 1200 is easy to use. A convenient 
command displays the Menu of operating 
ind choices for quick reference whenever 

I about what to do next. Extensive 
4e self-diagnostics assure that the 
Tg properly. Some of the other 
> include Auto Answer, Touch 
; Dialing, and Programmable Intelli- 
fig. 



Prometheus Products, Inc., 45277 Fremont Blvd., 
Fremont CA 94538, (415) 490-2370 
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The computer is the IBM ‘^PC. Connected to it 
is Northwest Instrument Systems’ /rAnalyst^” 2000. 

Hit one button and their combined power gives 
you a high performance logic analyzer, right at your 
desk. 

Not for $15,000 or $20,000 as you’d expect. But, 
depending on configurations of the /^Analyst, from 
$3,400 to $8,200* *. By the way. the computer doesn’t 
have to be an IBM-PC. The portable COMPAQ™ is 
also compatible with the ^tAnalyst 2000. 

Think about it. Both state and timing analysis. 

MAX SMirU MH; 100 MHz - Timing 

MAX CWAIIIIB IIUM»a; 80 - Stale. 16 - Timing 

MAX MIMOW Dimi; 4096 - Slate, Transitional - Timing 

STAW TXMtBmC; 15 Levels 

TIMIK# ntlSSItllte: 14 Application Modes 

CTAn IVBIT BBimnOll! Symbolic 


Closely coupled and correlated to solve even the 
most complex hardware and software integration ^ 
problems. 

All the power you presently require with pler^ 
room for future instrumentation expansion, 
post-processing capability of the PC. Right at^ 
desk. No waiting. 

For a demonstration, or to talk to one ( 
analyzer application specialists, just call us t 
800-547-4445 Ext. 211. Analyze it all and 'i- 
dictate only one decision. 


oS 


NORTHWEST 
INSTRUMENT 
SYSTEMS, INC. 

PERSONAL INSTRUMENTS. BRII 


ClOOIIIfc 5 Sample, 2 Hold - Stale 


^Analyst ii a trademark of Northwest (nstrtnnent Systems. Inc. IBM is a r! 
Irnematiunal Business Machines. Compaq is a trademark of Compaq Compi 

*U.S. pncea, not including the personal computer. 
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Tracing PC 
Machine-Level 
Operations 

The Trace86 utility allows you to observe what the PC is doing 
at the level of assembly language code. Use it 
to debug your programs or to learn how the PC works. 

provision for making the microprocessor 
wait after performing each action: the T- 
bit status flag, which causes an interrupt 
after one instruction. Trace86 uses this 
single-step capability like a microscope to 
put the inner workings of the PC on static 
display. This allows the user to call for the 
execution of each step at will. Breakpoints 
are set in the program being traced with 
the single-byte software interrupt. 

Assembly Language Format 

Trace86 operates on executable ma- 
chine-language progrartrs designated with 
the .EXE or .COM filename extensions. 
For example, it can be used to explore the 
operation of the MODE.COM utility pro- 
gram supplied with the DOS diskette. The 


T he advent of personal computers 
based on 16-bit microprocessors 
has put major computing power at 
our fingertips. Trace86 is a utility program 
offered by the Morgan Computing Com- 
pany of Dallas, Texas, that harnesses this 
power by showing exactly how the PC 
runs programs. Technically, Trace86 is a 

Trace86 

Morgan Computing Company, Inc. 
10400 N. Central Expwy., Suite 210 
Dallas, TX 75231 
(214) 739-5895 
List Price; $125 

Requires: 128K RAM, PC-IX)S, one 
single-sided disk drive. 

CIRCLE 722 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


debugging tool; by offering interactive 
access to all PC machine-level operations, 
it allows programmers to locate and cor- 
rect errors in software. But Trace86 is also 
a powerful learning tool that can permit 
aspiring programmers to leam how the PC 
works at the grass-roots level. Besides 
giving users a better grasp of the PC's 
Guide to Operations manual, it can be 
used to visualize and leam major portions 
of the Technical Reference and Disk Oper- 
ating System manuals, and even the Mac- 
ro Assembler. BASIC language program- 
mers can also benefit from learning how 
the PC performs in its native language. 

The microprocessor itself has the 
potential to teach its own operations in the 
minutest detail. The PC contains a specific 
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program to be traced is converted to 
assembly language format, which is the 
human-readable form of the machine-lan- 
guage code actually executed by the PC’s 
8088 microprocessor. 

Morgan Computing Company supplies 
the program on a single-sided diskette 
with a 40-page, indexed manual and a 
command summary reference card. Four 
sample programs for tracing ate included 
on the diskette. These ate used as exam- 
ples in the 7-page tutorial that introduces 
the functions of Trace86 and explains their 
uses. The 17-page command reference 
chapter details the use of each feature, 
many of which ate invoked with the PC 
function keys. 

The final section of the manual presents 
the theory of operation and program limi- 
tations. Some of the limitations are actu- 
ally warnings to make the user aware of 
the power of Trace86. For example, com- 
plete control is available to examine and 
change any part of the PC’s RAM mem- 
ory, including the Trace86 program 
itself! 

Entering the command T86 starts the 
program. A title screen shows the amount 
of memory available in the computer and 
the starting address of user memory. It 
also makes known whether or not an 8087 
numeric data coprocessor is contained in 
the PC. (TraceS6 includes a function to 
display the contents of all 8087 registers if 
the coprocessor is present.) 

Three screen formats are available: 
Command, Trace, and Help. The Help 
facility can be accessed by pressing the F9 
key. It provides three full screens of infor- 
mation on the meaning of function keys 
and other commands and their use. Users 
can return fiom the Help facility directly to 
the Command or Trace screen. 

The Command Screen 

The Command screen presents a 
prompt for using a large set of utility com- 
mands for program inspection and testing, 
summarized in Figure 1 . A dynamic syn- 
tax checker monitors each character of 
keyboard commands as they are entered. 


INPUT KEY 


OR COMMAND 

FUNCTION 

LOAD 

READ IN A PROGRAM TO BE TRACED 

F2 

RELOAD THE LAST FILE LOADED 

BR. NBR 

SET/REMOVE BREAKPOINTS 

BRLIST 

LIST BREAKPOINTS 

MB. MU 

DESIGNATE MEMORY DISPLAY UINDOU 


FOR TRACE SCREEN (BYTES OR UORDS) 

B. W 

IMMEDIATE MEMORY DISPLAY 

U 

UNASSEMBLE U DISPLAY 1 INSTRUCTION 

FI 

REPEAT FOR NEXT 16 BYTES OR INSTRUCTION 

EB, EU 

INPUT MEMORY BYTES/UORDS 

SETS. SETU 

URITE PATTERN IN MEMORY 

SELECT 

SPECIFY DISK FILE FOR SAVING 


OUTPUT OF B.U. AND U COMMANDS 

SB. SU 

SEARCH MEMORY 

CB 

COMPARE 2 MEMORY BLOCKS 

RD. UR 

READ. URITE DISK SECTORS 

REO« 

SET REGISTER 

IN. OUT 

PORT I/O 

HEX 

HEXADECIMAL ARITHMETIC 

COPY 

MOVE/LOAD MEMORY BLOCKS 

G 

RUN PROGRAM TO BREAKPOINTCS) 

R 

DISPLAY REGISTER CONTENTS 

IP 

DISPLAY INSTRUCTION POINTER 

Q 

EXIT TO DOS 

B087 

DISPLAY 8087 REGISTERS (IF PRESENT) 

CLS 

CLEAR SCREEN 

ENTER 

GO TO TRACE MODE 

Figure 1: Command screen functions. 


KEY 

FUNCTION 

SPACE BAR 

EXECUTE ONE INSTRUCTION 

ENTER 

CONTINUOUS TRACE EXECUTION 

F3 

INSTANT REPLAY 

F4 

TOGGLE HEX DISPLAY UPPER/LOUER CASE 

FS 

ASCII MEMORY DISPLAY MODE TOGGLE 

F6 

CONTROL CHARACTERS DISPLAY MODE TOGGLE 

D 

SCROLL PROGRAM DISPLAY UP ONE LINE 

p 

PRINT TRACE SCREEN 

F 

FAST SUBROUTINE EXECUTION 

S 

SLOU SPEED SUBROUTINE TRACE 

c 

TRACE LOOP. SIGNAL UHEN COMPLETE 

K 

COMPLETE SUBROUTINE AT FULL TRACE SPEED 

B 

DISPLAY MEMORY IN BYTE FORMAT 

u 

DISPLAY MEMORY IN UORD FORMAT 

PGUP. PGDN 

MOVE MEMORY DISPLAY UINDOU BY 256 BYTES 

CURSOR 

DISPLAY ADJACENT MEMORY AREA 

ESC 

SUITCH TO COMMAND SCREEN 

Q 

EXIT TO DOS 


Figure 2: Trace screen commands. 
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TRACE86 


Characters representing incorrect com- 
mand syntax are rejected with a beep. If 
two consecutive characters are rejected, 
the screen displays a menu of characters 
that ate acceptable syntax at that point. 

Special display commands include R to 
show the current register contents, IP for 
the instruction pointer, and 8087 for the 
numerical data processor microprocessor 
registers (if present). The user may set the 
registers and instruction pointer to any 
desired hexadecimal value by using the 
Command screen. 

Nine address modes ate supported, 
including direct and implicit segment val- 
ue:offset and 20-bit absolute address. 
Trace86 also provides diskette sector 
numbers and standard file specification 
formats. 

Memory may be inspected and 
changed and specified areas filled in with 
an input byte pattern. Individual 
instructions may be unassembled. The FI 
key repeals the previous memory opera- 
tion for the next 16 bytes or 8 words. Tbe 
PC keyboard's automatic repeat capability 
turns the FI key into a means for quickly 
inspecting a large memory space. The 
memory display output may be saved in a 
designated disk file, and blocks may be 
transferred between and among memory 
and files. 

Blocks of memory may be compared 
and memory areas may be searched for 
specific byte patterns. For example, the 
release marker date of the ROM BIOS 
code of a PC with date I(VI9/8I may be 
quickly located at (absolute) address ffffS. 
This is done by beginning a search of the 
system ROM at address F4(X)0 as shown 
in the memory map of page 1-2 of the 
BASIC irranual using the command sb 
f40(X),c(X)0,’I0/I9/8r. If this string is not 
found, the actual date at that location can 
be checked by displaying the 16 bytes in 
that area with the B command: b ffflD. 

Disk sectors may also be read and writ- 
ten directly using the RD and WR com- 
mands. Ports, which are the microproces- 
sor’s data paths to and from peripheral 
devices, may be read from or written to 


using the IN and OUT commands. The 
HEX command performs hexadecimal 
arithmetic, providing both the sum and 
difference of two specified hex num- 
bers. 

The Trace Screen 

The program to be traced is loaded 
from disk and is selected in the Command 
screen with the LOAD command. If an 
area of memory is to be displayed with the 
trace, it is selected using the MB display to 

Instructions cause 
many things to 
change at once on 
the Trace screen 
display. 

show 64 bytes or the MW command to 
present a format of 32 16-bit words in 
hexadecimal notation. (For an explanation 
of MB and MW, see Figure I.) 

Pressing the Enter key then brings up 
the Trace screen. 

The Trace screen offers an array of 
functions and opdons (see Figure 2). 
When initially displayed, a reverse-video 
cursor is positioned at the first line of the 
program being traced. Single-step execu- 
tion is controlled with the space bar of the 
keyboard; continuous operation begins 
when the Enter key is pressed. The Esc 
key is used to return to the Command 
screen, and function key F9 switches to 
the Help screen. 

The P key also initiates continuous exe- 
cution and sends the entire screen to the 
printer as each instmction is performed. 
The reverse- video bar designating the next 
instruction to be executed is represented 
on the printouts by replacing unused 
spaces on the current line with equal (=) 
signs. The B and W keys may be used to 
alternate the memory data display between 
byte and word format. 

In the byte mode of memory display, 
the F5 key is used to display the memory 


contents in ASCII format to the right of the 
hexadecimal listing. With ASCII dis- 
played, the F6 key is used to select wheth- 
er ASCII control characters are to be 
shown as standard symbols or as periods. 
The control characters should be displayed 
as periods when printing the screen in 
order to avoid sending the special meaning 
of the actual control codes (such as line 
feed) to the printer. The horizontal cursor 
arrow keys move the memory display win- 
dow by one byte. The up and down arrow 
keys move it by 16 bytes, and the PgUp 
and PgDn keys relocate the window to the 
previous or next 256 memory bytes, 
respectively. 

Instructions cause many things to 
change at once on the Trace screen dis- 
play. Trace86 saves the previous trace 
screen so that all changes can be found and 
studied. Function key F3 toggles instantly 
between the current and previous trace 
screens as many times as desired. (The 
current screen must be displayed in order 
to proceed with the stepwise execution of 
the next instmction.) 

Figure 3 shows the Trace screen from a 
mn of the self-starting initial demonstra- 
tion program. The double-dashed line 
simulates the reverse-video bar in print, 
which shows that the sixth instmction will 
be executed the next time the space bar is 
pressed. 

The two top lines display the contents 
of the twelve 16-bit registers and the eight 
I -bit flags in the 8088 microprocessor. 
The ax (accumulator), bx (base), cx 
(count), and dx (data) registers on the left 
make up the data group. The next four 
registers are the pointer and index group: 
sp and bp are used in stack memoiy oper- 
ations, and si and di are normally used in 
moving blocks or strings of memory. The 
notations cs, ds, es, and ss are segment 
registers, which define the starting points 
of various parts of the program being exe- 
cuted. A zero must be added to the right of 
the segment values shown to designate an 
actual 20-bit PC memory address. 

The eight binary values at the upper 
right of the registers display are the con- 
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az 1440 cz 0040 sp 

0320 

si 0000 

cs 1412 es 

13e0 

oO 

dO il 

so 

b z 0000 d z 0000 b p 

0000 

di 0000 

ds 1415 es 

13e0 

zO aO pO cO 

cs: OOOO 

b81514 



mov 


az. 1415 




disp 

0002 

cs: 0003 

8ed8 



mov 


ds. az 




disp 

0002 

cs: 0005 

bbOOOO 



mov 


b z. 0000 




b X 

0000 

cs: 0008 

b040 



mov 


al. 40 




off 

00002 

c s : 000a 

b 94000 



mov 


cz. 0040 




dft 

14150 

1 c s : OOOd 

88870200 


mov «“b 

C0002-r-bzl. 

al 

■ B 

BB 

•a 

14152 

1 cs:0011 

43 



inc 


bz 




c ont 

00 

1 cs:0012 

fecO 



inc 


al 






1 cs:0014 

e2f7 



loop 


OOOd 






cs: 0016 

b eOOOO 



mov 


s i . 0000 






cs: 0019 

bf3f00 



mov 


d i . 003F 






cs: 001c 

b 92000 



mov 


cz. 0020 






2 cs: 001 F 

8a840200 



mov 

b 

al. C00024-si] 





2 cs: 0023 

86850200 



zchg 

b 

C00024-di3. 

al 





2 c s : 0027 

88840200 



mov 

b 

C0002+si:. 

al 





2 c s : 002b 

46 



inc 


6i 






2 cs: 002c 

At 



dec 


si 






2Ccs: 002d 

e2f0 



loop 


OOlf 3 






Ccs: 002f 

ebd4 



Jmp 


0005 3 






ds. 0002 

00 00 61 

00 

00 

00 00 

00100 00 00 

00 

00 

00 

00 00 

a 

ds: 0012 

00 00 00 

00 

00 

00 00 

00100 00 00 

00 

00 

00 

00 00 


ds: 0022 

00 00 00 

00 

00 

00 00 

00100 00 00 

00 

00 

00 

00 00 


ds: 0032 

00 00 00 

00 

00 

00 00 

00! 00 00 00 

00 

00 

00 

00 OO 



Figure 3: Trace screen of step 6 in the initial demo program for Trace86. The four instructions in loop I will generate 64 ASCII 
characters and move them to the displayed area of memory. The six instructions of loop 2 will reverse the locations of the displayed 
characters. 


at 1480 cx 0000 sp 03S0 si 0000 cs 1412 es 13e0 oO dO 11 sO 

bi 0040 d« 0000 bp 0000 di 0000 ds 141S es 13eO zO al pO cO IP°0019 

ds:0002 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47148 49 4a 4b 4c 4d 4e 4f CABCDEFGHI JKLUNO 

ds;0012 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57158 59 5a 5b 5c 5d 5e 5f PQRSTUVWXYZC\3^_ 

ds:0022 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67168 69 6a 6b 6c 6d 6e 6f ' ab c def gh i J k Imno 

ds:0032 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77178 79 7a 7b 7c 7d 7e 7f pqratuvurxg z C I >~. 


Rgure 4: Register and memory display areas after completion of the first loop cs:OOOd-cs:OOI4. The next instruction to be executed is 
cs.‘C0J9 (IP=OOI9). The 64 ASCII characters generated by the program are shown in the memory display. 


at 1460 cz 0000 sp 0320 si 0000 cs 1412 es 13e0 oO dO il sO 
bs 0040 dz 0000 bp 0000 di OOlf ds 1415 es 13aO zO al pO cO 


IP=002f 


ds:0002 7f 7e 7d 7c 7b 7a 79 78177 76 75 74 73 72 71 70 . ~> I C zg zuivutsrqp 
ds:0012 6f 6e 6d 6c 6b 6a 69 68167 66 65 64 63 62 61 60 onffll k J i hgf edeba' 
ds:0022 5f 5e 5d 5c 5b 5a 59 58157 56 55 54 53 52 51 50 _''3\CZYXWVUTSRQP 
ds:0032 At 4e 4d 4c 4b 4a 49 48147 46 45 44 43 42 41 40 ONMLKJIHOFEDCBAe 


Figure 5: Register and memory display areas after completion of the second loop cs.'00tf-cs.'002d. The locations of the 64 ASCII 
characters in memory have been reversed. The next instruction will jump back almost to the beginning and repeat the process. 
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•t 0600 cx 0000 tp 01»B si 0000 cs fOOO •% 1060 oO dO il lO OlsQ QOOO 

bx 7000 dx 1020 bp 0000 di 0000 ds 1083 ts 1063 zl aO pi cO Olsa OOQO 


Olac ^00 



f069 

fb 



Olaa 

0000 


<>066 

fc 

cld 


OlfO 

1020 


f067 

06 

push 

•s 

01f2 

1083 


f068 

Im 

push 

ds 

01f4 

1060 


f069 

92 

push 

dx 

01*6 

OOIA 


fO&a 

91 

push 

cx 

OifS 

1060 


f06b 

93 

push 

bx 

Oifa 

f346 


f06c 

96 

push 

si 

Otfc 

0006 


f06d 

97 

push 

di 

Olfa 

1060 


f06* 

50 

push 

a X aataBana 




fObf 

8ac4 

mov 

al> ah 

STACK 


f071 

32*4 

xor 

ah> ah 

DISPLAY 


f073 

dlaO 

shl 

ax> 1 




f07S 

BbfO 

mov 

sf, ax 



CS 

f077 

3d2000 

cmp 

ax. 0020 




ngura B: Use of the S command causes the trace to proceed into the ROM BIOS, and initial BIOS instructions save all the registers on 
the stack. The code being executed starts in ROM memory at location ff06S. 
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T he functioning of even the darkest 
internal comers of the PC can be 
observed by combining the features of 
Trace86. A trip into the ROM-stored 
basic input/output (BIOS) code internal 
to the PC via the S option illustrates the 
investigative power of the trace. 

The first step is to load the ctxie in 
Figure A . The ctxie comprises a program 
that clears the screen and then converts 
the upper left area of the screen to 
reverse-video display through the video 
I/O routines of the ROM BIOS. With the 
program shown in Figure A traced in 
step mode down to kxtation CS:0014, 
the S key is pressed by the operator to 
indicate that the function call subroutine 
is to be traced completely. 

When the int 10 instmction in the fig- 
ure is executed, the program jumps to the 
ROM BIOS as shown by the change of 
the CS register to the fOOO ba.se value, 
which is the start of the reserved memory 
space area just below the 48K system 
ROM area. The scene changes com- 
pletely. and Figure B shows the begin- 
ning of the subroutine program. Tbe first 
thing a good subroutine does is to save 
the calling program's register values; this 
is accomplished toward the right of Fig- 
ure B. where the stack has been built by 
the series of push instmctions. 

Trace86 actually executes several 
in.stmetions each time one step of the 
user program is processed. In addition to 
performing the designated function. 
Trace86 must update any changes 
needed to the trace display, memory 
locations, and the I/O ports. 

This is hot stuff, so check your flight 
manual and buckle your seat belt. — 
D.G. 


tenfs of the flag registers, which are sin- 
gle-bit switches used in the microproces- 
sor CPU for conditions such as overflow, 
the sign of numerical calculation results, 
and the direction of memory transfer oper- 
ations. 

Loops and Subroutines 

Trace86 includes full capabilities for 
examining or avoiding loops and subrou- 
tines at will. Breakpoints may be set to 
halt the trace or full-speed execution at any 
instruction. To avoid waiting for many 
trips through a loop to complete, for 
example, go to the Command screen, set a 

Tracing consists 
primarily of verifying 
that the program in 
fact performs the 
expected actions. 

breakpoint at the next instruction after the 
loop, and enter g for the GO command. 
The completion of even a lengthy loop 
will be announced quickly with a tone. 

Multiple breakpoints may be set and 
listed. They may be individually cleared 
by address or cleared all at once with a 
single command. 

The C and K commands tell Trace86 to 
continue tracing to the end of the pro- 
grammed repetition of a loop or the run- 
ning of a subroutine, beep, and then halt. 
Subroutine execution may be set at fast 
speed (with no trace) using the F key, or at 
slow speed with trace using the S key. 

Following the Action 

The program section of the Trace 
screen is arranged in four columns. The 
location or address of each instruction rel- 
ative to the Code Segment (CS) register is 
shown in the left-most column. The sec- 
ond column shows the actual machine 
code for the instruction. The coluttms on 
the right contain the assembly-language 
representation of the instruction, which is 


the starting point for using the trace for 
debugging or studying a program. 

The six-line segment at the right of the 
program area appears when needed to 
automatically calculate complex memory 
addresses. When it does, the contents of 
the lower byte of the ax register (40) are to 
be moved to the memory address calculat- 
ed by summing the ds register (14150) 
with the contents of the bx register ((X)00) 
plus the 0(X)2 offset contained in the cur- 
rent instruction. This gives an effective 
address (ea) of 14152 into which the num- 
ber is to be moved. ASCII character 40 is 
the at sign (@), and the result of moving 
40 into this memory location is displayed 
at the end of the left line in the ASCII 
memory display area in Figure 4. 

Tracing consists primarily of verifying 
that the program in fact performs the 
expected actions. For example, the first 
instruction shown in Figure 3, mov 
ax, 1415, instracts the CPU to move the 
value 1415 into the ax register. The sec- 
ond instruction moves this value from ax 
into the ds register, where it can still be 
seen (center of the second line) even 
though later steps have modified the con- 
tents of the ax register. 

The sample program in Figure 3 gener- 
ates 64 (hex 40) characters and stores them 
in memory one by one, starting at the loca- 
tion designated by the data segment regis- 
ter, which currently contains 1415. The 
memory display feature has been set up to 
show this area at the bottom of the Trace 
screen so that the appearance of the ASCII 
characters can be observed. The third 
instruction, mov bx,0000, zeroes the bx 
register in preparation for indexing 
through the addresses where the succes- 
sive characters are to be stored. The cx 
register is then loaded with hex 40 and is 
automatically decremented to zero to con- 
trol the number of times the loop of pro- 
gram steps from cs:0(X)d to cs:00 14 is exe- 
cuted. 

In the trace operation, the reverse- vid- 
eo line traverses the loop as each instruc- 
tion is executed and each ASCII character 
appears in memory, one per loop. The 
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character generated is changed for each 
loop by incrementing the low byte (al) of 
the ax register with the instniction at 
cs;0012. The current instruction of Figure 
3 is cs:000d; Trace86 generates an analy- 
sis of the addressing scheme of such com- 
plex instructions as shown on the right of 
the figure. The displayed section of the 
program scrolls, so that the previous and 
next instructions are always in view. The 
entire program may be incrementally 
scrolled up one line al a time with the D 
key. 

Figure 4 shows the register and memo- 
ry contents after the 64 loop passes have 
been completed and the 64 ASCII charac- 
ters from hex 40 to hex 7F have been 
placed in memory. The right two hex dig- 
its of the ax register have been incre- 
mented up to 80 (ready to generate the 
next ASCII character, if desired). The cx 


register has been decremented to 0, which 
terminates the first loop. The upper right 
comer of Figure 4 shows a special printout 
of the current (l)nstmction (P)ointer (re- 
verse-video bar) location. From Figure 3, 
it can be confumed that by IP having 
reached location cs;(X)19, the program has 
completed the fust loop (which ends at 
cs:(X)14) and advanced beyond it. The two 
instructions shown in brackets at cs:002d 
and cs;002f scroll into the display after the 
second loop completes. 

The second loop, cs;()01F-002D, re- 
verses the order of atqrearance of the 
ASCII characters in memory. Its results 
are shown in Figiue 5, along with two 
additional instructions that are scrolled 
into the field of view when they are exe- 
cuted. The instruction at 002d is the end of 
the second loop, and the jmp 0(X)5 instruc- 
tion al the end starts the process all over 


again. Figures 3 through 5 show the 
results of about 650 instruction execu- 
tions. 

Using Trace86 starts out as an adven- 
ture into the inner workings of the PC. For 
experienced assembly-language program- 
mers, it puts the power of the PC on your 
side in achieving excellence in program 
performance. Those interested in learning 
how to harness the PC in its native lan- 
guage will find themselves joining the 
action as each instruction is displayed and 
learned step by step. Trace86 lets you 
direct your own progress in mastering the 
use of the tool for modem times. ■ 


Dick Gall publishes a consultants' direc- 
tory, Dallas Computes. He is also a col- 
umnist for Star Text, a local database ser- 
vice offered by the Fort-Worth Star Tele- 
gram. 
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POWERMAKER 
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A split-second blackout or a sudden voltage 
sag can shut down your small business computer, 
completely wiping out critical data. Inventories, 
payrolls, receivables — whatever is in the mem- 
ory may be lost instantly. 

Although this type of data is just as important 
to a small business as it is to a large corporation, 
blackout protection has always been far too 
costly for small business applications. But now 
there is the Powermaker Micro UPS, an inexpen- 
sive standby power source specifically designed 
for small business computers. 

This new rechargeable power system pro- 
vides up to 35 minutes of steady sine- wave 
power, enabling even the most sensitive small 
computers to ride through blackouts and voltage 
sags completely unaffected. 

Why sine-wave power? Because square- 
wave power impairs the performance of many 
printers, viewing screens and timing circuits. 

A Powermaker Micro UPS produces a sine 
wave that exactly matches the waveshape of 


commercial power, ensuring compatibility with 
any computer system. 

In addition to providing highly reliable 
blackout and brownout protection, a Powermaker 
system also protects against electrical noise, one 
of the major causes of computer errors and 
component malfunction. A Powermaker UPS is 
portable, completely automatic, maintenance 
free and plugs into any standard 120V outlet. 
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data is worth remem- — — 
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Powermaker 
Micro UPS. 
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Micro UPS from 
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SAN DiEGO.CA 92123-1165 
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formance advantages to IBM users. Imagine running Lotus* 1-2-3'“, VisiCalc*, or Multiplan™ 
without long delays. With the Titan Accelerator PC, your IBM PC or XT can run all your software 
faster. Data bases, word processors, spreadsheets, graphics, and much more will speed up by a 
factor of 2 Vi to 4 (average around 3). 

The Accelerator PC has a 10 MHz 8086 processor and 128K of high-speed RAM, expand- 
able to 640K with the memory upgrade piggyback option. It's compatible with your present 
hardware and software, and designed to be ready for future enhancements. 

Get your work done in a third of the usual time. 

See your computer dealer today or contact: Titan 
Technologies, Inc., P.O. Box 8050, Ann Arbor, MI 
48107; Telephone (313) 662-8542. 

FORMEBLY SATURN SYSTEMS OF MICHIGAN 

Sales and Marketing by The MARKETING RESOURCE GROUP, Fountain Valley, CA. 

IBM is a registered trademark of International Business Machines Corporation. Lotus and 1-2*3 are trademarks of Lotus Development 
Corporation. MulUplan is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. Apple is a registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc, VisiCalc is a 
registered trademark of VisiCorp, Inc Accelerator PC is a trademark of Titan Technologies. Inc. 
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A 

Switch-Hitting 

Portable 

The chameleon is a portable computer whose 8088 
microprocessor, with its Z-80 chip, can run both DOS and CP/M. 
Unfortunately, its compatibility batting average isn’t that high. 


A chameleon is a lizard that 
changes color to match its envi- 
ronment. Seequa's "Chame- 
leon” is a portable computer that does 
something similar; it changes its pnxessor 
to match the environment of its applica- 
tion. The standard Chameleon is an 8088- 
based portable computer with a Z-80 chip 
tucked inside. This means that it can run 
programs written for CP/M (which uses 
the Z-80 chip) and for DOS (which uses 


The Chameleon 

Seequa Computer Corporation 

8305 Telegraph Rd. 

Odenton, MD 21 1 13 
(301) 672-3600 

List Price: $1,995 

CIRCLE 720 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


the 8088). In other words, Seequa has pro- 
duced an IBM-compatible computer that 
can also run programs under the CP/M-80 
operating system. 

The Chameleon comes with 128K 
RAM and two single-sided disk drives and 
sells for $1,995. Additional memory and 
double-sided drives are available separate- 
ly or in a standard version called the Cha- 
meleon Plus, for $2,895. 

The Chameleon comes in a case mea- 
suring 8-by-18-by-16 and weighs in at 26 
pounds; it is clearly a portable computer 
that can compete with the best of them. It 
comes with the Perfect family of software 
(Perfect Calc, Perfect Writer, and Perfect 
Speller), Microsoft BASIC, and MS- 
DOS. (GW BASIC and CP/M-80 and CP/ 
M-86 are available as options and are stan- 
dard on the Chameleon Plus.) 


Since it is also CP/M-80-compatible, it 
has the potential to become an exception- 
ally versatile machine, particularly for 
users who work with one operating system 
at the office and use the other at home. 

Chameleon in the Hospital 

This review is based on a Chameleon 
purchased by North Arundel Hospital in 
Glen Bumie, Maryland. The hospital had 
neither CP/M-80 machines nor IBM PCs 
in use. It wanted a portable tool with word 
processing and spreadsheet capabilities for 
use in its data processing department. The 
Chameleon was chosen because its stan- 
dard features offered the most cost-effec- 
tive match for the hospital’s require- 
ments. 

The hospital is pleased with the Cha- 
meleon’s performance so far. The system 
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documentation was clear enough that an 
inexperienced user could turn on the sys- 
tem and boot DOS. An operator with lim- 
ited DOS experience easily installed the 
spreadsheet and word processing pack- 
ages. 

I was called into the hospital as an 
informal consultant by a friend who was 
testing the new equipment. Our first step 
was to see just how compatible tbe Cha- 
meleon and the IBM PC really were. The 
hospital users of our test system were not 
concerned with this. Their primary interest 
was in packaged word processing and 
financial capabilities. 

Nonetheless, we experimented with 
commercially prepared BASIC and ma- 
chine-language programs, several non- 
DOS programs (games), and numerous 
public domain software packages. We 
were also interested to see if the Chame- 
leon offered any unique possibilities for 
program development. There were several 
questions that we wanted to answer Could 
the Chameleon read and write disks creat- 
ed with an IBM PC? Could it create a disk 
that would run on a PC? Could it execute 
BASIC and machine-language programs 
written for the PC? We also investigated 
how well the Chameleon could make use 
of peripherals designed fca' the PC. 
Although the Chameleon lacks expansion 
slots, the results were about average for 
IBM compatibles. 

On the Same Level 

As long as both machines were using 
the same version of PC-DOS, disks from 
one machine worked perfectly on the oth- 
er. We created user disks for PC-DOS 1 . 1 
on the (Chameleon and an IBM PC and 
prepared some simple files using EDLIN. 
These disks could be used interchangeably 
without problems. The Perfect Writer and 
Perfect Calc user disks created for the 
Cfiatneleon worked quite well on the PC. 
Files for these programs produced by one 
machine were readable on the other. Most 
notably, a 1X)S 2.0 system disk that 
included ANSI.SYS with several key- 
board redefinitions worked just as well on 


the Chameleon as it did on the PC. In fact, 
all the IBM utilities delivered with the 
operating system, except BASIC, ap- 
peared to work interchangeably on either 
system. 

The same was true for commercial 
packages, with a few wrinkles. Non- 
BASIC programs such as WordStar, Visi- 
Calc (64K), and dBASE II all performed 
as expected. We were able to execute all 
of the lessons in Lotus’ 1-2-3 tutorial. But 
the IBM Asynchronous Communication 
package and PC-Talk, both written in 
BASIC, failed. So did the demo disk for 
The Creator, which also contains some 
BASIC segments. 

We noticed a sensitivity to program 
size. Some programs advertised as requir- 
ing 128K would not tun on the Chameleon 
under DOS 2.0. They ran fine on the 
smaller version 1.1. The IBM PC also 
exhibits this peculiarity with VisiTrend/ 
Plot, for example. However, this program 
would not load in the Chameleon under 
either operating system. It continued to 
behave as it did when trying to load in an 


IBM PC without enough memory. 

The Chameleon dealer was careful not 
to claim that the Visi series or any other 
program not distributed by Seequa would 
run on its machines. Apparently, the com- 
pany is testing as many of the major com- 
mercial packages as possible and will 
encourage software publishers to advertise 
Chameleon compatibility or make avail- 
able special versions. 

It is unlikely that Seequa will have the 
resources to test all of the public domain 
software now available for the IBM PC. 
We spent several long evenings testing 
just some of these available. We found 
that, like the commercial software, ma- 
chine language works; BASIC does not. 
PC-File and most of the game programs 
we tested failed. Most of the machine lan- 
guage utilities worked, but a few, espe- 
cially those that were sensitive to operat- 
ing system version, failed. It is probably 
safe to assume that commercial programs 
are designed to reach the widest possible 
audience and tend not to contain features 
that make them incompatible with the 



Th« Chameleon portable computer contains both Z-80 and 8088 microchipa and 
runs programs written under both CP/M and DOS. 
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Chameleon or other IBM workalikes. 

The clearest example of the difference 
in compatibility between machine lan- 
guage and BASIC was provided by the 
FriendlyWare introductory package. Its 
cleverly animated introduction, provided 
as a .COM file, worked perfectly. But all 
of the BASIC programs that followed 
aborted with syntax eirots. The standard 
Chameleon BASIC does not support many 
extensions provided in IBM’s BASICA, 
so these commands generate syntax 
errors. Although both interpreters were 
written by Microsoft, they use different 
internal representations for some com- 
mands. For this reason, even BASIC pro- 
grams that do not use advanced features 
can't be transferred unless they are stored 
in the ASCII format. 

Writing Programs 

Microsoft BASIC is often the language 
of choice for writing programs on a per- 
sonal computer. It does not have exten- 
sions for graphics, music, and display 
control, but it does have all the capabilities 
we have come to expect from Microsoft, 
which include sequential and random disk 
files, complete string handling, scientific- 
function library, multicharacter variable 
names, and multidimensional arrays. 

Writing them on the Chameleon is 
nearly as easy as on the IBM PC, howev- 
er. The fault lies not with the computer, 
but with the editor. I am accustomed to 
moving the cursor all over the screen to 
make corrections and to seeing the effect 
of changes (characters insetted and de- 
leted, for example) as they are made. The 
editor used in the Chameleon’s Microsoft 
BASIC is much like EDLIN in PC-DOS. 
Changes are visible only in the portion of 
the line that has already been accessed, 
and only the current line is available for 
editing. I missed the capability to edit 
listed program lines and to see the entire 
line called by an EDPT command. 

There is hope for improvement, though 
Chameleon’s BASIC is loaded from disk 
and does not reside in ROM. This will 
allow Seequa to easily upgrade to a more 


powerful BASIC. In fact, it has just 
acquired a license to adapt GW-BASIC, 
the Microsoft program that spawned BA- 
SICA. It will be sold as an option on the 
standard Chameleon and as part of the 
Chameleon Plus package. This veision 
will support all the graphics and music 

The Chameleon is 
clearly a portable 
computer that can 
compete with the 
best of them. 

extensions provided by IBM in BASIC 
2.0 and provide the editing features I now 
enjoy on the PC. It will soon be commer- 
cially available. 

BASIC and PC-DOS were not the only 
aspects of IBM compatibility we consid- 
ered. Among the hospital’s application 
packages was an extensive medicare 
reporting package run under CP/M-86. 
Developed specifically for the IBM PC, it 
ported fairly easily to the Chameleon. The 
major difficulty we encountered was pre- 
paring a copy of the package that could run 
on the Chameleon’s single-sided drives. 
The same problem would occur on an old- 
er model PC; upgrades to double-sided 
drives are available through Seequa and 
their dealers, so this is not really an incom- 
patibility problem. 

We also checked the compatibility of 
copy-protected games such as Zork and 
Night Mission Pinball. Both of these ran 
on the Chameleon, but with a peculiarity: 
both check for a monochrome display 
adapter, and both decided that the Chame- 
leon had one even though it doesn’t. As a 
result, ZORK did not offer the option of 
color, and Night Mission failed to display 
its instructions and customizing menu. 
(Presumably these were directed to the 
nonexistent monochrome adapter display 
memory.) Night Mission did produce all 
its graphics once the correct commands 
were entered (blindly), including color via 


RGB and composite outputs. These pro- 
grams and others like them are definitely 
playable, but the Chameleon owner 
should check for such snags before buying 
them. 

Powerful OPTIONS 

The game programs had actually dis- 
covered a previously undocumented fea- 
ture of the Chameleon. We had tried var- 
ious diagnostic programs and BASIC 
PEEKS and POKEs to determine how See- 
qua keys the computer for display types, 
but we figured it out only after Seequa 
released a program called Options. In 
place of the PC’s set of switches that must 
be set to show which display adapter is 
installed, the Chameleon has a block of 
nonvolatile RAM. This convenient feature 
allows the system to be configured without 
opening the case. The Options program 
alters the settings in this block and tells the 
operating system whether the user wants 
to generate color or black-and-white dis- 
play information. It eliminates the unread- 
able displays that result when color char- 
acters are shown on an amber or green- 
phosphor monitor. Unfortunately, neither 
the game programs nor PC-DOS know 
how to correctly interpret the nonvolatile 
RAM. This appears to be a problem, but it 
may turn out to be a blessing in dis- 
guise. 

The problem lies in how powerful the 
Options program really is. In addition to 
changing the display format, it specifies 
the system RAM size, sets the number of 
serial and parallel ports, and alters the col- 
or palettes. Options also allows permanent 
redirection of printer output to a serial 
port, and console control to either a serial 
or parallel port. A careless user can get 
into trouble here. If he redirects console 
control to a port with no active input 
device, MS-DOS cannot obtain the com- 
mands needed to set it back to the key- 
board and display. Worse yet, the settings 
are electrically encoded in the computer, 
so rebooting, even with a new copy of the 
operating system, will not help. Fortunate- 
ly, PC-DOS ignores the settings and 
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always boots with the standard console minus for compatibility. tion for several unique, Chameleon-ori- 

devices. Options can run under PC-DOS Another difference became apparent as ented utility programs. We got the help we 
and restcae the default console so that MS- soon as the machines were turned on. needed to cable the serial port to our mod- 

DOS can be used again. Seequa claims to Because BASIC resides in ROM, the IBM em. The material is still far short of the 

be shipping a new version of Options PC can be used without loading a disk, standard set by IBM, but sufficient for an 

without the console redirection capability. The Chameleon, on the other hand, must experienced hobbyist to make the Chame- 

but we strongly recommend that Chame- leon live up to its potential. 

leon owners find a copy of PC-DOS, just OUf ChaiTieleOn WSS 

incase. ^ i* ^ • u CP/M Compatibility 

While PC-EfOS appears to be almost a QSllVSrGQ Wltn 3 Compatibility with the IBM PC is only 

necessity, other IBM system software, for coriol nnrt hi it tho half the story. The other half is its corn- 

example the diagnostic and communica- oclldl pun, UUl Life patibility with CP/M. We know that the 

tions packages, are almost useless on the IBM diaqnostics Chameleon will run CP/M- 86 . Selecting 

Chameleon. Like the game programs, the x -i * i j. ' 4 . MS-DOS or CP/M -86 is simply a matter 
diagnostics claimed our Chameleon was TailGCl TO lOCatG It. of which operating system is on the dis- 

equipped with two display adapters. The kette in drive A when the system is turned 

program coirectly found the keyboard, have a disk in drive A. Without it, the on. The dealer told us that loading CP/ 
1 28K RAM, two disk drives, and a paral- machine begins executing a low-level M-80 would be just as easy, but the pack- 
lel port, but it failed to find the serial port, monitor routine with commands vaguely age was not available at presstime. With a 
Only the keyboard, diskdrive, and printer similar to DEBUG. An experienced user little inside information from Seequa, 
diagnostics ran successfully. System unit could use the monitor to debug his system however, we can predict the extent of the 
and display tests all failed. Since diagnos- after a crash, or to bootstrap nonstandard Chameleon’s CP/M-80 compatibility, 
tics are by nature machine specific, it software. Because the documentation is so The Chameleon’s Z-80 does nothing 
should be considered a plus for Seequa skimpy, however, less seasoned users until CP/M-80 is booted. Then it uses the 
that the IBM PC diagnostics package should load a disk and reboot. 8088 as an I/O processor to pass programs 

works at all. The lack of documentation on features and data between the Z-80 and the outside 

such as the "no disk’’ monitor has been world. This arrangement provides com- 

Serial Port Problems Seequa’s major shortcoming. As men- patibility with schemes that allow the IBM 

The lack of compatibility in the serial tioned earlier, our test machine was deliv- PC to mn CP/M-80 programs using an 
port can cause problems, though. Our ered with PC-DOS and its accompanying add-on Z-80 processor card. 

Chameleon was delivered with a serial IBM manual. This guaranteed good docu- I would imagine that since the 8088 
port, but the IBM diagnostics failed to mentation on the operating system, but a handles the I/O, Chameleon CP/M-80 
locate it, and, therefore, did not try to test Seequa-produced binder included with the disks must be in CP/M -86 format. This 
it. The retailer supplied the hospital with a machine consisted almost entirely of allows sharing between 8 - and 16-bit envi- 
communications package, but even that Microsoft’s BASIC manual. There was ronmenis, but makes the Chameleon 
didn’t solve the Chameleon’s serial port barely enough Chameleon-specific mate- incompatible with existing CP/M-80 mini- 
problems. When we attempted to connect rial to turn on the machine and connect the floppy systems. Before a user would be 
a Hayes Smartmodem, we discovered that keyboard. For the hospital users who able to use files from his home computer, 
Seequa uses a female output connector wanted to mn only packaged applications, he would need to mn them through a file 
instead of the male connector used by this was sufficient to allow the Perfect conversion utility program. After these 
IBM. Thus, the Chameleon cannot use Calc and Perfect Writer documentation to conversions, the Chameleon should be as 
IBM style cables to connect to serial take over. compatible with a given CP/M system as 

devices. Seequa says that the serial port Just before presstime, however. See- the IBM PC would be, if it were equipped 
differences are deliberate. The Chame- quapublishedtevision2.0ofitsmanual.lt withaZ-80processorcard.Theguidelines 
leon’s serial port is designed to support improves the original by adding illustra- we found when comparing the Chameleon 
synchronous as well as asynchronous tions, instmetions for mnning MS-DOS and IBM under DOS should also apply, 
communication and uses a different circuit (replacing PC-DOS) Perfect Calc, and Programs that utilize machine-specific 
than the IBM PC. Both the circuit and Perfect Writer, and a series of technical features, or that rely on ROM-based soft- 
connector differences were planned to appendixes. The technical data include ware, will fail. BASIC programs probably 
facilitate networking. This is a possible I/O port locations and pin outs, a memory won’t work, either. Commercial, ma- 
plus for future applications, but a definite map, BIOS entry points, and documenta- chine-language programs should mn with- 
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out modification, but results with public 
domain software are likely to be less cer- 
tain. Put simply, the Chameleon is about 
as compatible with a generic, Z-80 based 
CP/M computer as it is with the PC. 

A Throwback 

In regards to both IBM PC- and 
CP/M-compatibility, the Chameleon’s re- 
alization cannot quite live up to Seequa’s 
promises. This is more a result of a lack of 
user support than of inherent limitations in 
the hardware. When microcomputers 
were first made available to the public, 
many companies rushed into production 
with innovative hardware but neglected 
the software and documentation to support 
their products. Seequa has started out as a 
throwback to those days. Generally com- 
patible with the IBM PC, it has tapped into 
a sizable software resource, and purchased 


well-documented, user-friendly packages 
to include with its product. Unfortunately, 
the company stops there. 

Seequa is trying to change its image. 
Improved documentation and system soft- 

Seequa says that 
the differences are 
deliberate. 

ware (for example, the Options and 
communications packages mentioned ear- 
lier) will be given to existing owners 
through the dealer who originally sold 
them their machine. The change to GW- 
BASIC will certainly improve the IBM 
PC-compatibility problems. Seequa is 
even installing a technical support hotline 
and an electronic bulletin board. 


If, like North Arundel Hospital, you 
need a low-cost portable computer to place 
spreadsheet capability at a user site, the 
Chanreleon might do the trick for you. If 
you need both PC-DOS and CP/M-80 
capabilities and ate an experienced micro- 
computer user, the Chameleon could be an 
effective alternative to buying two com- 
puters. However, if you need more than 
prepackaged, Seequa-supported .software 
and hardware and are not a computer pro- 
fessional, perhaps you should overlook 
the Chameleon in the jungle of other 
microcomputer choices. ■ 


Stephen P. Smith is a manager of comput- 
er system development for HRB Singer 
Inc., a computer system contractor for the 
United States Government. He lives in 
Severna Park, Maryland and has written 
for Byte and Personal Computing. 


In the yean 2525 man's influence 
has stRetche6 to the panthest 
Reaches of the galaxy. Colonies 
have Been estaslisheO on 
uninhaBiteO planets to advance 
civilization to all paRts of the 
galaxy. All has gone well until one 
day seveRal small colonies ane at- 
tacked and destRoyed By unknown 
assailants. Join Zohn in his seaRch 
to find the assailants and stop 
theiR destRuction of the colonies. 

$39.95 


FlexWare 

507 N.W. Cherokee 
Kansas City, Missouri 64150 
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Encounter REVELATION 


For $950, Revelation Software by 
Cosmos will give your PC capabili- 
ties that no micnocoputer has ever 
had before. Through a versatile, 
high performance Relational Data 
Base Management System 
developed by Cosmos, Revelation 
will give your microcomputer all 
the power and sophistication 
of a minicomputer 
Revelation features a data base 
with variable-length fields and 
records, (up to 64K), and unlimited 
files and accounts. File size is 


P. 0. Box AH, Morton, WA 98556 


limited only by disk size. 

Also featured; A powerful, 
hybrid programming language. 

A fourth generation applica- 
tions and program generator 
Our programs write programs! 

Communications functions 
that give your PC the power to uti- 
lize applications, programs, and 
data from thousands of existing 
mainframe and minicomputers. 

8087 math chip support 

Revelation co-exists with 
MS/DOS™ or PC/DOS™ 10,1.1, 

COSMOS 


2.0 versions, and is compatible 
with the IBM PC™ XT?* COMPAQ™ 
Corona™ Columbia Multi- 
Personal* and the Eagle 1600™. 
It's also compatible with mini- 
computers utilizing the PICK 
Operating System™ Minimum 
configuration requires 520K 
memory and 8087 math chip. 


MS/DOS* of Microsoft 
Coro IBM PC Registered 
TM of International 
Business Machines Corp 
COMPAQ" of COMWQ 
Computer Corp PICK 
Operating System" of 


PICK SYSTEMS Eagle 
1600" of Eagle 
Computers Corona PC" 
of Corona Data Systems 
Columbia Multi- 
Personal* of Columbia 
Data Products inc 


Telephone 1-800-422-2511 
Inside Washington 206-496-5974. 
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APPLICATIONS/MICHAEL MUSKAL 


The PC 
Flies High 
With Airborne 

The number two company in the competitive priority delivery 
business tries harder by offering its larger customers IBM PCs 
and custom software to help them track their packages. 


I f you watch television, you’ve prob- 
ably seen tbe advertisements for the 
Airborne Freight Corporation. A lean 
man holding a package and wearing an 
Airborne uniform jogs past other uni- 
formed men representing the company's 
competitors. It is an image of a company 
constantly in motion. 

That ad is also an apt metaphor for the 
entire priority delivery industry. Follow- 
ing an Airborne package during a typical 
24-hour period (see “The Airborne Jour- 
ney Of A Package” in this issue) one 
emerges with the impression that the entire 
company, from managers to truck drivers 
to sorters, is always in motion. It is an 
industry best characterized by John Cala- 
bro, director of Airborne’s Wilmington 


Center “Everybody wants their package 
picked up last and delivered first. That’s 
how we’re going to make our money.” 

The Stakes Are High 

The amount of money at stake is not 
inconsiderable. Stuart O’Steen, public 
relations specialist for Airborne, estimated 
that American businesses will spend $3 
billion this year to ship packages ranging 
from a few ounces of memos or contracts 
to muscle-wrenching crates of machine 
parts weighing hundreds of pounds. 

It is an intensely competitive industry, 
said O’Steen. There are more than 2,(X)0 
shippers fighting for a slice of the market. 
Large-volume customers traditionally re- 
ceive negotiated discounts that can save 


the shipper as much as a third of the deliv- 
ery price. In the autumn of 1982, as part of 
its promotional efforts. Airborne began 
offering its larger customers and IBM PC 
to automate the mailroom as well as to 
allow customers to keep track mote easily 
of the packages’ routes. 

“We believe we ate fairly unique in the 
industry because we have more personal 
computers out there than anyone else,” 
said O’Steen. ”We developed the soft- 
ware ourselves and our system is the most 
extensive.” Airborne and the customer 
share the estimated $4,5(X) cost of the set- 
up according to a formula negotiated by 
the patties, said O’Steen. 

“The computer is an important part of 
what we can offer our volume package 
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accounts,” said senior account representa- 
tive John Paul Bunvan. “When an 
account asks, ‘What else can you do for 
me?’ we answer that we can automate 
their mailnoom,” 

“We’re finding that the program is 
very popular,” said Donald G. Smith, an 
Airborne district sales manager, who esti- 
mated that half a dozen companies in his 
New York City territory are already 
involved. To the customer, the PC repre- 
sents a savings in operating costs as well 
as tighter control of its delivery system, he 
said. “It helps productivity savings in the 
mailroom when you’re handling 50 to 100 
billings a day. To prepare those bills used 
to take several man-hours a day. Now 
each one takes maybe 6 or 7 seconds.” 

“It’s easier than doing it by hand,” 
agreed Vivian MacField, a clerk at the 
American International Group (AIG), as 
she typed a package’s destination into the 
system. “I find that I am less tired when 
the day is over.” 

Easy to Use 

MacField, a computer novice, said that 
Airborne’s menu-driven program is easy 
to use. The main menu offers such options 
as preparing an airbill for a package or 
express mail and correcting an erroneous 
label. After choosing to create a label, for 
example, the operator punches in the des- 
tination and the weight of the package. 
Other needed information, such as proper 
numbering, the sending company’s ad- 
dress, and billing codes, is already written 
into the program. In less than 12 seconds, 
the printer automatically makes three cop- 
ies, including the actual mailing label that 
is attached to the package. One set stays 
with the shipper for that company’s 
records; another set goes with the package 
and is used by Airborne as part of its bill- 
ing system. 

“About 10 to 15 percent of the billing 
comes from companies with computers 
like AIG,” said Frank Greco, the inside 
lead agent at Airborne’s Kennedy Airport 
office in New York. “The big advantage 
for us is that it is easier to read the data.” 


All of the parcel sotting is done by hand, 
and the clarity of print also helps to cut 
down on errors. 

Though the whole delivery system is 
based on computers, much of the work is 
still done manually. For example, typists 

After choosing to 
create a label, the 
operator punches in 
the destination and 
the weight of the 
package. 

transfer the information from the comput- 
er-generated bills into IBM terminals con- 
nected to the company’s main computers 
in Seattle, Washington. As the codes go 
into the main computer, they are used to 
compile lists of which packages should 
arrive the next morning at which distribu- 
tion warehouses. By 3 a.m., the main 
computers begin printing manifests at the 
approximately 100 distribution centers 
around the country and list all the pack- 
ages that will arrive in the next few hours 
from the sotting center in Wilmington. 
The manifests are then checked against the 
received shipments so that lost or mis- 
placed packages can be traced. 

A Selling Point 

The tracing system helped sell AIG on 
Airborne, said mailroom supervisor Ror- 
ence Ukson. “It’s an excellent trace ser- 
vice,” she said, estimating that AIG uses 
it for an average of two packages a month . 
Using an Airbome-supplied modem pro- 
gram, a customer can call up a 
communications menu. After the custom- 
er selects from such options as start 
communications, restart cortununicadons 
(in case of an error), and a diagnostic pro- 
gram, the screen displays an airplane with 
a thank-you message (the only graphics in 
the package). Below the airplane is a 
prompt line asking for the package num- 
ber. Once the number is putKhed in, the 


main computer will display the package’s 
source, whether it arrived at a central ship- 
ping point, whether it arrived at the desti- 
nation’s central distribution point, and 
finally, whether it has been delivered. AH 
of that information is manually punched 
into the computer system as the package 
wends its way to its destination. 

In addition to routing information, the 
main computer system also uses the infor- 
mation from the individual shipping 
orders to prepare bills. Included in a com- 
pany’s billing code is the amount of 
deduction, depending on the volume of 
cargo a customer generates, said Frank 
Greco. The amount of the discount will 
vary, but it can be several dollars off the 
$12.45 base rate for small packages, he 
said. 

“At the end of the day, the computer 
will also give you a summary of that day’s 
activities,” said Donald Smith. That usu- 
ally involves further savings for the ship- 
per, who does not have to prepare such 
reports manually. Airborne also operates a 
system of computer terminals for some 
customers, but a microcomputer bas mote 
flexibility. “The mailroom can take 
advantage of the PC for uses other than 
express traffic,” said Smith. “What often 
happens is that a mailroom can’t get the 
authority to buy a computer, and this is an 
easy way for them to get a PC.” 

Exploring New Uses 

At present, the AIG mailroom, which 
has had the computer since June, uses it 
only for shipping packages, though the 
company has begun to explore such other 
uses as preparing reports and budgets. 
“We just haven’t had the time to do the 
prograttuning yet,” said Roience Ukson. 
Though the company has had the comput- 
er since June, “we would like to put the 
payroll and the internal hours that people 
work on it.” 

The computer has had an immediate 
impact. Of the ten AIG employees who 
are attending school, nine have decided to 
study computers, Ukson said. 

AIG is one of about 45 companies 
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AIRBORNE 


across the country for which Airborne has 
installed an IBM PC. Most of the compa- 
nies are located in the Northeast, said Lee 
Bordenet. Airborne’s systems group man- 

Three companies, 
Federal Express, 
Airborne, and Emery 
Worldwide, 
represent about two- 
thirds of the priority 
delivery industry. 

ager for data processing. “We now install 
about one PC every 2 weeks,” he said, “I 
see the program going on indefinitely. We 
haven't had any customers say they don't 
like it or ask us to take it away. All of them 
seem quite happy. 

“We began considering this a couple of 
years ago, he said. "We wanted some- 
thing that would automate the description 
of freight and that would be easy to use.” 
Bordenet said the choice of the IBM PC 
was natural, because “we have a lot of 
IBM equipment and there is a tendency to 
go with a product that you are familiar 
with. We’ve got IBM programmer-ana- 
lysts and we use an IBM program editor 
on our mainframes. It saved us a lot of 
trouble. For one thing, IBM is all over the 
country. It’s never a problem getting 
parts. We needed something reliable 
because the computer has more strenuous 
usage than it would get at home.” 

Hardware and Software 

Airborne shipped its first PC more than 
14 months ago, Bordenet said. The PC 
comes with 128K RAM, and two disk 
drives. There is an internal board for 
memory expansion, another board con- 
nects the PC to a 300 or 1200 baud Ven- 
Tel MD 212 Plus II modem. There is also 
a connection to a DS- 1 20 dot matrix Data- 
south printer that is rated at 1 80 characters 
per second. The printer was chosen 


1 because it works well on multi-part forms, 

I Bordenet said. He estimated the total hard- 
I ware cost at $4,500. The software was 
written in COBOL because the program- 
mers had the most experience with the lan- 
guage and use it for the mainframes. The 
modem program allows the PC to emulate 
a fixed terminal, said Bordenet. 

"We don’t supply any extra soft- 
ware,” he said, “but we have been sup- 
plying enhancements. The most recent 
one is a batch printing option, so that if a 
customer sends a large amount to a partic- 
ular address, say every Tuesday, the print- I 
ing can be done in one shot.” 

Airborne handles the installation and 
supplies support services and training. 
“We’ll get a lot of questions for a few 
days after training,” he said. “Typically, 
the machine is used on different shifts, so 
one of our programmer-analysts will have 
to lead various employees through the 
menus. Occasionally we get a call about a 
hardware problem. The customer can then 
ship the machine back here for repair and 
we’ll send out another machine. The 
whole program has been pretty enjoyable 
for people involved here” > 

Three companies. Federal Express, 
Airborne, and Emery Worldwide, now 
represent about two-thirds of the multibil- 
lion-dollar priority delivery industry, said 
Airborne spokesman O’Steen. Federal 
Express is the overall leader by far, with : 
an estimated one-third of the billings. 
According to Armand Schneider, Federal 
Express’ manager of media relations, the 
company delivers about 236,000 parcels a 
night, compared to the 40,000 or so par- 
cels that Airborne handles. The number 
three company, Emery Worldwide, is the 
leader in the over-70-pound package 
class, said Bob Sykes, Emery’s director of 
corporate communications. All three com- 
panies operate on the hub principle, ship- 
ping all their cargo to a central distribution 
point where the packages are sorted and 
then teshipped for delivery the next day. 
Centralized sotting is cheaper in the long 
tun than sorting packages when they are 
first picked up. 


The Computer Competition 

“Almost all companies have been 
offering some type of computerization for 
a while,” said Emery spokesman Bob 
Sykes. “We offer terminals and a printer 
to print out all of the manifests. The ter- 
minal also helps to keep track of where the 
package is going.” He said that Emery 
also offers personal computers but he had 
no details. Federal Express has offered 
microcomputers as well as terminals, said 
spokesman Armand Schneider. “We are 
doing it on a limited basis for package- 
tracking and billing,” he said. He denied 
that the program was in response to Air- 
bome’s campaign. “We have been look- 
ing at it for some time,” he said. Because 
the program is still being studied, he 
refused to give more details. 

Aiibome’s system is not yet sophisti- 
cated enough to have its main computer 
receive billing information from the cus- 
tomers’ PCs. As far as tracing is con- 
cerned, the system still depends on typists 
punching information into the main com- 
puter, rather than using light codes to read 
a package, for example, a technique used 
by operators of automated cash registers in 
supermarkets, “Right now,” said Bord- 
net, “we have a study in progress by a 
consultant who is looking at all of the new 
technology that is available, exploring 
what potential there is and how it can be 
applied, with thought to redoing the whole 
system to include whatever is beneficial. 
Anything and everything is being consid- 
ered.” 

“Using the computer has made every- 
thing easier,” said AlG’s mailroom super- 
visor Florence Ukson, “With 150 airbills 
a day, it used to take three people to pre- 
pare the airbills each night. With the com- 
puter it isn’t any problem. Whatever deliv- 
ery contract we negotiate in the future with 
whatever company is going to have to 
include a computer. 

“I’m not willing to give it up,” she 
declared. It wouldn’t be worth it.” ■ 


Michael Muskal is a New York City-based 
freelance writer. 
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The 

Airborne 

Journey 

OfA 

Package 

As a package travels by air and land 
from New York to Boston via 
Airborne Freight Company, its circuitous 
path can be traced with a PC. 


T he sun never shines on the narrow 
streets that wind through New 
York City's Wall Street, the most 
important financial district in the nation. 
At 7:30 a.m., the stocks, bonds, insur- 
ance. and corporate headquarters are just 
beginning to fill with employees who will 
generate enough paper to cover the 1 10 
one-acre floors of the World Trade Center. 
Many will have to be sent urgently some- 
where else. It doesn’t really matter wheth- 
er it's across the country or just across the 
street. The point is that they must be 
moved — dependably and quickly. 

The Journey Begins 

2:30 p.m . — The "urgent" pieces of 
paper begin moving in mailrooms much 
like the one at the American International 
Group (AIG) at 70 Pine Street. That com- 
pany. with 4.000 New York employees 
working in four buildings, spends more 
than $ I million a year in postage and per- 
haps half that again in special express 
delivery using carriers .such as Airborne 
Freight Corporation, which handles 50 to 
150 parcels daily from this one firm. The 
AIG mailroom is surprisingly small. 
About 300 feet long, and no wider than 50 
feet, the room is crammed with 5 1 scurry- 
ing employees. Tucked into a comer, 
behind a short partition, is a desk for 
supervisor Florence Ukson. A few feet 
away from her is an IBM PC. 

The PC plays an important part in Air- 
bome's ambitious marketing plan, the ulti- 
mate object of which is to challenge Fe<T 
eral Express for the number-one ranking 
among package couriers (see "The PC ' 
Flies High With Airborne,” in this 
issue). 

Today one of the packages that will be 
sent through the Airborne system is des- 
tined for an AIG affiliate, Lexington 
Insurance on Federal Street in Boston. The 
Boston-bound package is handed to clerk 
Vivian MacField. who sits at the PC and 
boots up the first menu of options. From 
here, an operator can automatically pre- 
pare an airbill according to the different 
standards for various types of packages, 
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prepare summaries of the airbills, or track 
a package as it moves through the Air- 
bonie system. 

5 p.m . — Packages begin arriving in a 
stream that slowly grows into a tonent. 
Because of the flow of business, most of 
the mail and express delivery parcels tend 
to bunch up at the end of the day, usually 
immediately before pickup. 

With a wave and a smile, 40-year-old 
truckdriver Larry Saccomanno wheels his 
trolley into the mailroom. He is a familiar 
figure in his uniform with the red-and- 
white Airborne patch. Each morning, he 
drops off that day’s deliveries; each 
evening he runs his route in reverse (about 
35 stops) to pick up the outgoing mail. 
“It's how I stay in shape," jokes Sacco- 
manno. who has worked 1 2-to- 1 3-hour 
days for 15 years. 

Headed for Boston 

As Ukson continues punching out 
labels, Saccomanno examines the address 
on each letter and package. Then using a 
black marker, he codes the parcel accord- 
ing to destination. The Lexington Insur- 
ance package gets a "BOS 4B," signify- 
ing that it will go to Boston, which is cod- 
ed 4B. It is in the coding that an air freight 
company is made or lost, said John Paul 
Bunyan, an Airborne senior account rep- 
resentative. A wrong code now means dif- 
ficulty in sorting later. 

6.0/ p.m . — The packing is finished. 
Each piece has been coded and laid into 
one of 12 cardboard shipping boxes that 
are piled on the hand trolley. The shipping 
boxes are then brought out to the waiting 
tmck. With all the workers helping to load 
the truck, the Boston-bound package is 
finally placed safely aboard for the 30- 
minute rush hour drive to the company’s 
Queens warehouse. 

The First Leg 

6:42 p.m . — Saccomanno turns onto 
1 3th Street in Queens and enters the cav- 
ernous warehouse with a wave to Joe Han- 
ley, the lead agent in charge of this shift. 
The warehouse is enormous, long and 
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wide enough for a pro football game. 

Saccomanno pulls his small truck 
alongside an 1 8-wheeler holding two gray 
fiberglass bins, each 1 10 inches by 82 
inches by 80 inches and strong enough to 
hold 9.(KX) pounds, and begins unloading 
his parcels into the large containers. He 
hands the invoices to Hanley who hands 
them to another agent, A1 Maerkle. who 
takes them into the back office. Sacco- 
manno’s tmck is one of the first of about 
1 8 small tmcks to reach the area and for 
the next .several hours the procedure will 
be repeated over and over again. 

The Boston-bound package is one of 
those placed into the large containers. As 
the last tmcks enter and finish off-loading. 
Tom Parcase begins tightening the stays 
on the 1 8-wheeler, making sure the large 
containers are secure. Webbing is pinned 
down. The last Econoline van enters the 
warehouse and is unloaded. Hanley nods 
to Parcase, who finishes buttoning up the 
containers. 

8:30 p.m . — The 18-wheeler eases as 
delicately as possible out of the warehouse 
driveway. The streets are rough and the 
shock absorbers weak, but how much 
comfort does a package really need? "The 
ride to the airport will get you ready for the 
ride on the airplane," laughs Parcase. 

At the Airport 

9:15 p.m . — Parcase backs his tmck 
into the Kennedy Airport depot. Several 
people pull the gray containers from the 
tmck onto coasters so they will slide eas- 
ily. At night, this more than one-half acre 
floor is the outbound distribution area. By 
day. it reverses roles and handles all of the 
inbound packages. 

Mike Krill, the outbound supervisor, 
watches his crew move the Long Island 
City containers along the conveyor belt 
made of coasters. He is waiting for addi- 
tional tmcks from Newark, New Jersey; 
Rye and Albany, New York, as well as 
smaller pickups from Long Island and 
Manhattan. All cargo has to be packed 
here into eight containers for the flight to 
Wilmington, Ohio, Airborne’s central 



Photos from top to bottom: Clerk at the 
Lexington Insurance Company preparing 
an airbill on the PC; truckdriver coding 
packages by hand In the mailroom of the 
Lexington Insurance Company: loading 
the truck prior to the drive to the Queens 
warehouse; entering billing rates and 
checking the invoices at the Queens 
warehouse. 
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Photos Irom top to bottom: Using a PC to 
punch tho coded bills into the main 
computer located in Seattle; packing one 
of eight fiberglass containers for the 
flight to Wilmington; Airborne's DC-9 
waiting on the runway prior to being 
loeded with the fiberglass shipping 
containers. 


hub. Krill and lead agent Gary Nerko will 
have to pack those containers. The job 
sounds easy, but it can be as inuicate as a 
Jigsaw puzzle. 

10:05 p.m . — Eddie Tillman, 38, sits at 
an IBM PC terminal inside the ofTice next 
to the loading area and begins punching 
the coded bills into the main computer, 
located in Seattle. There are eight clerks 
and five agents working in an office that is 
set up like a large horseshoe. The clerks 
and agents complete the coding that Maer- 
kle began in Long Island City as well as all 
of the other billings. 

After Tillman enters the information 
from the AIG slip, an operator at the com- 
pany can punch into the computer system 
and learn that the package is enroute to the 
Ohio sorting center. 

10:10 p.m . — The truck from Newark 
arrives. Packages are quickly unloaded 
and packed into the eight gray fiberglass 
containers. "The people here know that 
the first container has to be heavy, so they 
pack it like a bomber," says Krill. In the 
center of the first container, which weighs 
more than 5,000 pounds sits the Boston- 
bound package. As the final trucks drop 
their loads, workers push the first two con- 
tainers back onto a truck to be taken to the 
DC-9 waiting on the airstrip. 

Up, Up, and Away 

II.VS p.m . — The 18-wheelcr, now 
heavier with the two containers fully-load- 
ed, is driven through the back entrance of 
tbe airport. Each container is first pushed 
onto a portable elevator that rises to the 
cargo port and then pushed into the 
plane. 

11:57 p.m . — The plane taxies through 
the clear night 3 minutes before the sched- 
uled departure. The cockpit ceiling and 
forward panel are softly lit by the glowing 
indicators and gauges. Captain Robert 
Geyer and his first officer, Don Woodson, 
go through their pre-flight checklist. 
Everything stops dead, and the pilots cock 
their heads to listen and check their instru- 
ments. When the tower signals that they 
are cleared for take off, Geyer and Wood- 


son begin moving the plane dojvn the run- 
way. Once off the ground,! 'he plane 
begins its slow, steady ascent tb more than 
30,000 feet. It is 488 miles to Wilming- 
ton. Ohio. The flight and landing are 
uneventful. 

1:20 a.m . — "Welcome to Wilming- 
ton, Ohio,” says John Calabro, director of 

The procedure in 
Boston is like a film 
run backward 
compared to New 
York 10 hours 
earlier. 

ground handling. As he escorts the passen- 
gers from the plane, a string of motorized 
carts swings across the field to begin the 
off-loading operation. 

At The Hub 

1:30 a.m . — The inside of the 2 '/ 2 -year- 
old central sorting building looks like 
something built a child playing with a 
giant Erector set. It's 85,000 square feet 
are divided into slides, chutes, and lad- 
ders. More than 2'/b miles of conveyor 
belts wind around, through, and above 
walkways, shelves, and staircases made 
mostly of metal grids. 

At more than a dozen spots throughout 
the building, employees, mainly college 
students or wives working a second job to 
help make ends meet, mill about in groups 
of 10 to 20. As the train of carts from the 
New York plane pulls into the first station, 
the groups dissolve. Each member, clad in 
an Airborne uniform, takes a position. The 
first parcels from the plane are loaded onto 
the conveyor belt. 

Perhaps what is most ^uprising is how 
unautomated the whole process is. As the 
packages round the first turn, they head 
toward three manual sotfs. First, they are 
segregated by area, (for instance. North- 
east), then by a more limited region (say 
New England), and finally, by city. Esther 
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Scott of Hillsboro. Ohio, is one of 1 10 
sorters who read the black coding put on 
each package by the driver. The Boston 
package moves down one conveyor line at 
150 feet a minute. Scott reads Saccoman- 
no's "BOS 4B" code and tosses the pack- 
age onto the 4B line. The package finds its 
way through a jungle-gym of metal and 
rubber. Two more sorts and 20 minutes 
later, it ends up in a hamper bound for 
Boston. 

4:35 a m . — The last plane arrives and 
its contents ate sotted and loaded on the 
Boston-bound DC-9. With the DC-9 
poised at the runway, the voices of the 
cockpit crew drone hypnotically as the 
checklist is run through. Finally, with a 
steady whoosh, the plane arcs up at an 
alarming angle and soars into the sky 
heading 300 miles east to Baltimore. 

Morning in Baltimore 

5:47 a m . — The plane taxis to the ter- 
minal. On a typical day. the turnaround 
time can be as short as 20 minutes. But 
today there is a howling rainstorm that 
slows refueling and unloading. The plane 
drops off the packages that will be deliv- 
ered here and loads up eight double ham- 
pers and 16 single hampers for Boston. 

6:39 a.m . — The plane takes off again, 
about 1 0,000 pounds lighter then when it 
arrived. This is the last air leg to Logan 
Airprrrt in Boston. The sky grows lighter 
as the flight continues. They’re still run- 
ning late. 

7;55 a.m . — Within 1 1 minutes of the 
plane’s arrival, workers are scurrying to 
load the waiting trucks. Within another 7 
minutes, Tom Campagna starts his truck 
engine and tears out of the airport for the 
3-mile run to the terminal. "I’ve got to 
drive fa.st,’’ he .says. "Usually I’m a cow- 
boy. You’ve got to be a cowboy in this 
job.’’ 

fl:l() a.m . — The procedure in Boston 
is like a film run backward compared to 
New York 10 hours earlier. Then, every- 
one rushed to pack; now the haste is to 
break down and sort. Packages for Boston 
are fine-sorted according to truck routes. 
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Photos, left column, from top to bottom: Checking the weight and distribution of the 
freight on board; readying the fiberglass containers at the hub In Wilmington; 
AIrbome’s central sorting area. Hlght column, from top to bottom: reading the coding 
during the three-part manual sort; the tracking board at the Wilmington facility; back 
out to the plane bound this time for Boston; unloading cargo at Logan International. 


ELIZA IS HERE! 


AT LAST! A FULL IMPLEMENTATION ot the origi 
nal ELIZA program is rK>w available to run on your 
IBM Personal Computer' 

Created at MIT in 1966. ELIZA has become the 
world's most celebrated artificial intelligence demon- 
stration program ELIZA turns your computer into a 
non-directive psychotherapist with whom you can 
converse much as you would with a live therapist 
She analyzes each statement as you type it in and 
then resporxts with her own comment or question 
Response time is virtually instantaneous, and her 
remarks are often amazingly appropriate* 

Designed to run on a large mainframe. ELIZA has 
never before been available to personal computer 
users except m greatly stripped down versions lack- 
ing the sof^istication which made the original pro- 
gram so fascinating 

Now. our new IBM PC version possessing the FULL 
power and range ot expression ot the onginai is being 
offered at the introductory price of only $25 And if you 
want to find out how she does it (or teach her to do 
more), you can buy the complete IBM Disk BASIC 
SOURCE PROGRAM lor only $20 additional 
Order your copy of ELIZA today and you It never 
again wonder txw to respond when you hear some- 
or>e say. Okay, let s see what this computer of yours 
can actually do* 

AVAILABLE ON DISK IN TWO VERSIONS 
FOR THE PC 

1 . Protected Version $25 

(Protected Version can be run but not listed 
or modifiedi 

2 . Un-prolecied IBM Disk BASIC Source 

Version $45 

(Source Version can be listed aryj modified 
as well as run) 

Both versions include a sii page user manual 

Please add S2 00 stxppetg and handling w the at>ove 
amourns 

iCaktoma resrdents please add 6S sales tax) 
ARTinCIAL INTELUQENCE 
RESEARCH GROUP 
921 North La Jolla Avenue, Dept. P 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 
(213) 656-7368 (213)654-2214 

MC. VISA and checks accepted 


CIRCLE 128 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


^Pascal and C 
Programmers 

^ Blaise Computing’s productivity tools allow 
Pascal and C programmers to develop reliable 
software taking full advantage of the capabili- 
ties of the IBM PC and XT. Support for Micro- 
soft and IBM Pascal. Microsoft iLatticel C and 
CK86 is provided. 

T 

TOOLS All Source Code is included 

Total string capability complete screert access, key- 
board handling a graphics Interface, access to atl 
BIOS functions and much more are provided in over 
40 routines 
▼ 

TOOLS 2 All Source Code is included 

A general DOS gate allows you to accessany DOS 
2 0 function from Pascal or C Program execution 
and DOS irtternal command execution are sup- 
ported as high level calls 


VIEW MANAGER Source Code available 
VIEW MANAGER is a screen support system of a 
mainframe lor the IBM PC/XT Greens are construc- 
ted with a true Screen Painter supporting any attri- 
bute or color and the Kreens are stored efficiently 
in a Screen Database VIEW/LIBRARY supports 
access to screens and true block mode data capture 
and display from application programs 
TOOLS 
TOOLS 2 
VIEW MANAGER 

VIEW MANAGER (with Library Sourcei 
MS-Pascal Compiler 
Microsoft C Compiler 

^ BLAISE 
COMPUTING 
INC 

k>0V Acton Street 
Berkeley CA‘M702 
MISi 124-6601 


aRCLE ISO ON READER SERVICE CARD 



I2S00 
100 00 
275 00 
425,00 
125 00 
45000 



Packages Ixiund for as far away as Port- 
land. Maine, are moved to their vehi- 
cles. 

Each driver has a computer-generated 
manifest sheet with today's deliveries, 
says the manager. Mike Gleason. Each 
driver will check each package against the 
list compiled by the main computer from 
all of the entries during the night. Missing 
and extra packages are carefully noted and 
will be queried through the main comput- 
er. Customers with PCs can now check to 
see if their packages have arrived at the 
distribution points. 

Mission Accomplished 

Today Russ Kinnear will handle about 
7S pieces, he notes as he checks through 
his manifest. He looks at his watch, which 
reads 9:01 as he drives out of the ware- 
house. He estimates that more than 76 per- 
cent of his packages will be delivered by 
the 10:30a.m. deadline, down from the 85 
percent rate that corporate officials say is 
the system’s usual delivery. "I’m 20 
minutes late,” he says, "but the plane was 
45 minutes late today." 

9:18 a.m . — The office building is 
black. Kinnear grabs packages for the five 
offices he will visit here today and heads 
through the lobby. The morning newspa- 
pers are on sale. People are arguing about 
yesterday’s election, a mayoral primary 
won by just one vote. 

9:22 a.m . — Kinnear walks through the 
hallway to make his fust delivery to Lex- 
ington Insurance. It is the package that 
began in New Yoik. In just under 20 
hours, the package has traveled some 35 
miles in four different trucks and in half a 
dozen different types of carts, containers 
and hampers. It has flown almost 1 ,000 air 
miles and has been lifred, sotted, and 
packed by two dozen hands in three dif- 
ferent states. 

Maty Karaberis, the receptionist, isn’t 
impressed by the package’s sojourn. She 
signs the receipt. Kinnear smiles and 
rushes to his next stop. 

As far as everyone is concerned, it is 
just another routine day. ■ 


JOURNEY 


Photos from top to bottom: Trucks 
loaded with the Wilmington cargo 
heading for the terminal; fine-sorting 
packages at the Boston Terminal 
according to truck routes; Airborne van 
and deliveryman making a delivery In 
dovrntown Boston; end of the journey for 
the Boston-bound package. 
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Wf ENTER MY SUBSCRIPTION TO PC FOR: 

□ 26 issues (one year) for Q 52 issues for only Q 78 issues for only 
only $29.97-SAVE 14 % $52.97-SAVE 24 % $69.97-SAVE 33% 

Sdvir> 3 s based on fun on&year subscription price of $34 97. 

CHECK ONE: Q Payment enclosed Q Bill me later 

Charse my: □ American Express □ Visa □ MasterCard 

Card No Exp. Date 


City State Zip 

Add $44 a year in Canada and all other foreign. Please allow 30 to 60 days for delivery of first Issue. 




9f ENTER A SUBSCRIPTION FOR A FRIENDI 
26 issues (one year) for Q 52 issues for only- □ 78 issues for only'' 
only $29.97-SAVE 14% $52.97-SAVE 94% $69.97-SAVE 33% 

Savinss based on ful one-year subsaipbon price of $34 97 


SEND GIFT TO: 

Name_ 


FROM: 

Name 







BUSINESS REPiy CARD 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 66 BOULDER, CO. 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 



TM 


P.O. Box 2443 
Boulder, Colorado 80321 



BUSINESS REPiy CARD 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO 66 BOULDER, CO. 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

i j T : 

I g. = j P.O. Box 2443 

Boulder, Colorado 80321 



BUSINESS REPiy CARD 

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO- 66 BOULDER, CO- 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID By ADDRESSEE 



TM 


P.O- Box 2443 
Boulder, Colorado 80321 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 




Don’t turn 
your back 
on the facts*** 



COMPUSAVE 


COMPUTERS 


IBM PC 

64K. 2-320K Drives, 

Basic A & 

Guide to operation. 

Controller Card. Keyboard. 

COLUMBIA MPC 

$2369 

$2499 


1600-1 With Super 3000 
Software, etc 


EAGLE COMPUTER (all models). . $CALL 
NEC COMPUTER (all models) .... SCALE 


MONITORS 


PRINCETON GRAPHICS 
HX-12 

Hi Rez RGB Color Monitor 


$469 


PRINTERS 


EPSON FX-lOO $749 

EPSON (RX-80, MX-80FT, FX-80, 

MX-100) SCALE 

SILVER REED 770 $949 

DYNAX 15 $529 

DIABLO 620 $ 929 

DIABLO 630 SCALE 

OKIOATA 92 $469 

OKIDATA 82, 83, 84, 93 SCALE 

NEC SPINWRITER 3550 ....$1769 

NEC (all models) SCALE 

MANNESMANN TALLY MT 180L. . $799 

MANNESMANN TALLY, "QUME" 

(all models) SCALE 


AMDEK COLOR II $ 429 

AMDEK 300 (green or amber) $ 149 

AMDEK 310 (green or amber) $ 179 

TAXAN RGB VISION 420 >M469 

Hi Rez RGB Color Monitor 

TAXAN MONOCHROME (green or " 

amber) SCALE 

NEC JC-1203 $589 

Hi Rez RGB Color Monitor 

NEC JB-1201 $ 159 

Hi Rez Monochrome 

SONY KX-1211 HG PROFEEL $699 

Hi Rez RGB/Composite 
Video Color Monitor/TV 

SONY PVM 1270 Q $879 

Super Hi Rez RGB/ 

Composite Video 
Color Monitor 

SONY 19", 25", 46" SCALE 

R6B/Composite Video 
Color Monitors 

SONY-IBM or -APPLE 
INTERFACES SCALE 


SPREADSHEETS 
FINANCIAL - GRAPHS 


LOTUS 1-2-3 $319 

MULTIPLAN $177 

VISICALC $ 169 

ACCOUNTING PLUS $349 

FINANCIAL PLANNER $409 


DRIVES / HARD DISKS 


TANDON 100-2 $229 

CDC 320K DRIVE $239 

DAVONG HARD DISK SCALE 


MDDEMS 


HAYES 1 200 $469 

HAYES 1200B $449 

HAYES 300 $ 205 


GRAPHICS C 
-FUNCTIDN 


USI MULTI-FUNCTION $349 

Color Graphics, Monochrome. 

Parallel Port, 32K. 

AMDEK MAI SCALE 

640x400 Color Graphics 
Monochrome. Parallel 
Port. etc. 

TECMAR GRAPHICS MASTER .... SCALE 
AST RESEARCH SIXPAK PLUS .... $269 
AST RESEARCH MEGAPLUS, 
COMBOPLUS, PC NET $269 


WORD PROCESSING 
DATA BASE 


WORDSTAR/SPELLSTAR/ 
MAILMERGE/STAR IN0EX.$389 


MULTIMATE $319 

WORDSTAR $ 257 

SPELLBINDER $ 249 

INFOSTAR $269 

dBASE II $ 379 

dGRAPH $ 189 

QUICKCODE $ 179 

THE WORD w/MOUSE $349 


COMPUSAVE SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94108 

{ 41 5 ) 398 " 1 004 
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$u<ph A Deal 


Lowest Prices — Guaranteed!* 


MONITORS 

Ltot Price B«ifor Yo«! 


BMC IS" Composiie Color $349 $229 

BMC ir Low Res Green $119 $85 

BMC 12” Low Res Amber $149 $99 

BMC 12’ Hi Res Green $179 $119 

BMC ir Hi Res Amber $199 $129 

USI 9“ Green Hi-Hi Res $175 $115 

USl 9* Amber Hi-Hi Res $185 $125 

USI 12’ Green Hi Hi Res $199 $129 

USI 12’ Amber Hi-Hi Res $215 $139 

US! 14’ Composite Color $399 $279 

TAXAN 12" Green $129 $99 

TAXAN 12" Amber $149 $109 

TAXAN 13’ RGB Color $599 $499 

MODEMS 

PC CAT, Crosstalk (1200Kbaud) $595 $415 

Smart Cat 103-212 1200 $595 $415 

212 Auto Cat $695 $575 

Cat $189 $137 

D-Cat $199 $155 


lANC HOR MOPFMSi 


(with power & cable) 

Mark 7 300 baud $179 $129 

Mark 12 300-1200 baud $419 $319 

Volksmodem 300 baud $105 $79 

PRINTERS 


[STAR MICRONlCSl 


FREE Ireight & ribbon! 

STX-80 Thermal 60CPS $177 

GEMINI lOX Dot 120CPS $287 

GEMINI 15X Dot 120CPS $497 

DELTA lOX Dot 160CPS $597 

DELTA 15X Dot 160CPS $747 

POWER T DAISY 18CPS $497 

RADIX 10 Dot 200/ 50CPS $847 

RADIX 15 Dot 200/50CPS $997 

BMC BX80 $267 

BMC DAISY 101 $597 

BMC DAISY 401 $697 

DISK DRIVES 


( ()N( ORl)( DISK UHIV I S 


IBM Sgl. Sided S3I. Den $349 $289 

IBM Dbl. Sided Dbl. Den $449 $399 


1 GRAPHICS TABLET 



CHALKBOARD POWERPAD. . 

. $179 

$149 

(with IBM Start kit) 



Software P2Kka3es 



Leonardo Logo 

. $50 

$39 

Leo's Links 

. $40 

$27 

Programmers Kit 

. $25 

$19 

Bear Jam 

. $35 

$25 

KOALAPAD 

. $150 

$109 


KINSINC.FON MK ROWAKi 


PC SAVER $50 $39 

MICROSAVER $70 $59 

BOTH ABOVE $120 $89 


IBM SOFTWARE 


Um Price B«t for Yool 


Infostar . . 
Calcstar . 


Infostar + 

(Infostar & Starburst) 

Wordstar Pro Pack 

(Wordstar, Mailmerge, 
Spellstar, Star Index) 

limm-JiamranTTa 


Payroll . . . 
Inventory . 


iia»iii«Hiiii,nmnsTii 

EasyWriter 11 System 

(with spelling checker) 

EasyFiler 

EasyPleuiner 


General Ledger & 


Inventory Cntl. ' 


SUPERBUY PACKS! 

G.L.. FinRep, A.R.. A.P. . . 


CONTINFNI Al 


EKILLARS AND SENSE. 

wm T awarm 

Executive Info Service . . . 
(irKl. software) 
CompuServe Starter Kit . 
(5 free hours) 


XQ SOFTWARt 


laiLiiiatiii'.win 


. . . $495 

$289 

...$495 

$289 

...$195 

$119 

...$250 

$149 

. . . $195 

$115 

. . . $595 

$355 

. . . $595 

$355 

...$695 

$389 

. , .$200 

$139 

... $50 

$37 

... $50 

$37 

... $50 

$37 

...$100 

$69 

...$250 

$159 

...$250 

$159 

...$250 

$159 

...$250 

$159 

...$250 

$159 

...$200 

$139 

...$200 

$139 

... $50 

$37 

LD SOL 1 WAKb 

...$395 

$239 

...$400 

$229 

...$250 

$149 

...$225 

$99 

...$350 

$209 

...$350 

$209 

. . . $100 

$65 

. . . $595 

$359 

...$595 

$359 

...$595 

$359 

. . . $595 

$359 

. . . $595 

$359 

. . $1495 

$899 

- .$1495 

$899 

- . . $140 

$99 

...$125 

$89 

...$140 

$99 

. . . $140 

$99 

...$150 

$109 

...$125 

$89 

... $495 

$349 

... $60 

$39 

...$165 

$99 

. . . . $140 

$99 

... $40 

$29 

... $395 

$289 

, . . . $395 

$289 

, . . . $395 

$289 


DATAFAX $299 $199 


HI MAN FDOL] 


Management Edge $250 $189 

Sales Edge $250 $189 

Negotiation Edge $250 $189 

Any Two just $500 $359 

All Three just $750 $529 


ELEC TRONIC ARTS| 


Archon (+ 1 FREE Disk) $40 

Hard Hat Mack (+ FREE Disk) $35 

Facemaker $35 $23 

Delta Drawing $50 $37 

Fraction Fever $35 $23 

Hey Diddle Diddle $30 $21 

Most Amazing Thing $40 $27 

Rhymes & Riddles $30 $21 

Story Machine $35 $23 

Snooper Troop I $45 $30 

Snooper Trooper II $45 $30 

Temple of Apshai $40 $27 

Upper Rchs Apshai $20 $15 

Curse of Ra $20 $15 

DATA DESIGN $225 $179 

GRAFORTH $75 $59 

TKANSFORTH $125 $99 

C TOOLS UTILITY $100 $79 

THOTH DATABASE $100 $79 

BLUE CHIP PORTFOLIO $80 $66 

PREPARE SAT $90 $77 

PREPARE GRE $90 $77 

MDl SS DD $27 

MD2DS DD $40 


$ueh A Deal 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 431-8697 
Orders Only! 

903 S. Rural. #102 
Tempe, AZ 85281 

For Information, Customer 
Service Release Dates, etc. 
Call 

602-955-3857 


*TERMS OF OFFER: If you find a price for any software or peripheral in this issue that is lower th2m our advertised price, well guarantee to beat it! Valid only on product in 
similar in-stock coT>ditions. Valid only on prices appearing in print in this issue. 

ORDERING & TERMS; Serxl ceishier check, money order; personal/company checks allow 3 weeks bank clearance. VlSA/MasterCard accepted. Provide phone number 
with order SHIPPING: Software add $4.00 for first piece, add $1.00e£K:h additional piece. Hardware add 3% or $10.00 whichever is greater. Returns must have authoriza- 
tion number (call 602-968-9128 for authorization number). All returned merchandise subject to restocking fee and miist come with all original packaging. No returns 
allowed after 30 days from shipping date. Prices axe for cash; VISA and MasterCard add 3%. Prices subject to change without rxitice. All products subject to availability from 
manufacturers and/or suppliers. All pnees in U.S. dollars. 


CIRCLE 303 ON READER SERVICE CARD 












COMMUNICATIONS/BARBARA KRASNOFF 


Transmitting 

Messages 

With MCI 

An established communications company joins with the 
traditional mail courier, Purolator, to offer personal computer 
owners four innovative methods of transmitting messages. 


W hile the United States Post 
Office is meeting the chal- 
lenges of the computer age by 
adding digits to the zip code, other Amer- 
ican companies have been thinking up 
ways to utilize the new technology. One 
such company, MCI Communications 


MCI Mail 

MCI Communications Corporation 

1133 19th St. NW 

Washington. DC 20036 

(800) MCl-MAIL 

List Price: Fees vary depending on 

service; there is no charge for 

registration. 

Requires: 1 10 to 1200 baud modem, 
terminal communications software. 
CIRCLE 684 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Corporation, has recently joined forces 1 
with a company known for its more tradi- 
tional means of message delivery, Purola- , 
tor Courier. Together, the two are creating 
a new market for computer-transmitted 
mail. 

The result of the collaboration is MCI 
Mail, which began offering a variety of 
letter services to PC and other microcom- 
puter owners on September 27, 1983. | 
MCI Mail allows computer mavens to 
send letters to other micro owners, regard- 
less of differences in hardware, via a home 
computer equipped with a modem and 
communications software. The service 
also allows you to send hard copy mes- 
sages to the unfortunates who have not yet 
joined the micro ranks. 

When you sign up for MCI Mail, the 


service asks you for some basic informa- 
tion (name, address, type of equipment) 
which it stores in its main computer. It 
randomly assigns you a five-letter pass- 
word, usually with a vowel/consonant/ 
vowel/consonant sequence. 

Getting Started 

MCI Mail offers four separate services: 
Instant Letter, Four-Hour Letter, Over- 
night Letter, and MCI Letter. Registration 
for any of the MCI Mail services is free, 
but each service charges different fees. 

To log on, you dial MCI’s local or toll- 
free number. When you’ve made the con- 
nection, you type in your user name (your 
first initial and last name). MCI will then 
ask for your password. If you enter it 
incorrectly three times, the program will 
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throw you off the system. However, if you 
enter your code correctly, the phrase 
■‘Welcome to MCI Mail” will flash 
across your screen. The program will give 
you some sort of updating information — a 
little anecdote or some MCI news. The 
message changes every day. 

Before you select which of the four 
types of letters you wish to send, MCI will 
inform you if it has any messages for you. 

If you want to send 
a letter quickly to 
someone who does 
not own a 
microcomputer, 
Purolator steps in to 
help. 

If, for example, you have three, and one is 
marked “priority,” you have a choice of 
scanning all three or going directly to the 
priority message. If the priority demands 
an immediate reply, select “answer” 
from the menu. MCI already has the per- 
son’s name and address, so you don’t have 
to type in that information. 

Once you’ve answered your mail, you 
might select the Instant Letter option to 
send an electronic letter to another MCI 
subscriber. Tbe charge for this service is 
$ I for each increment of 7,500 characters 
(three to five g'/i-by-ll pages). 

The program will ask you for the name 
of the person you wish to contact. Say 
you’re writing a letter to John Smith, and 
MCI has 25 members with that name. It 
will then list every John Smith who has 
registered, which is similar to what hap- 
pens when you call 41 1 for telephone 
information. Chances are you will know 
which one you are writing to and will iden- 
tify him by entering the number given. 
The prtrgram will then list the name and 
the correct address. 

If the John Smith you ate looking for 
isn’t listed, you can enter the address, and 


the program will tell you that you can’t 
contact him with an MCI Letter because 
he isn’t a subscriber. You’ll have to 
choose one of the three other MCI services 
to reach him. 

Once you’ve located the name you are 
looking for, type in your letter. When you 
have completed it, MCI asks you if you 
want to edit the letter and/or the envelope 
(which means, do you want to correct 
errors in the text or address). It also gives 
you the option to send caibon copies (du- 
plicate messages) and asks you via which 
MCI service you wish to send them. And 
that’s it! 

“It’s very simple. That’s what’s so 
incredible about it,” commented Bill 
Stem, marketing manager of MCI Com- 
munications. 

Instant Letter, of course, does not 


require the services of a courier company. 
However, if you want to send a letter 
quickly to someone who does not own a 
microcomputer, Purolator steps in to help 
with the MCI Mail Four-Hour Letter. 
Unlike the Instant Letter service, where 
your message is bounced from MCI’s cen- 
tral computer in Illinois to the receiver’s 
home computer, in this case the message 
is transmitted to an MCI location in one of 
15 cities: Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Dallas, Houston, Los 
Angeles, New York, Minneapolis/St. 
Paul, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, San Fran- 
cisco, St. Louis, and Washington, DC. At 
this point, a laser printer generates a black- 
and-white hard copy, which is sealed into 
a specially designed envelope and within 4 
hours is delivered by Purolator within the 
city area. The Four-Hour Letter costs $25 


MCI at Stevens Institute of Technology 

The first institution to require students to own 
oomputers uses MCI Mail to transmit messages. 


R ichard Widdicombe is the library 
director at Stevens Institute of 
Technology, a Hoboken, New Jersey, 
engineering school and the first institu- 
tion to require all students to have per- 
sonal computers. “When 1 heard about 
MCI Mail,” explained Widdicombe. “I 
realized that it was another service Ste- 
vens should get involved in. The library 
is fully computerized anyway; we use all 
kinds of databases, and electronic mail 
would provide us with certain mecha- 
nisms for contacting a lot of our cli- 
ents.” 

Stevens uses a variety of computer 
systems, including those from Apple, 
Hewlett-Packard, and DEC. While 
MCI’s Instant Letter service is used to 
send messages among staff members, 
Widdicombe finds that for campus-relat- 
ed business the Overnight Letter, which 
makes electronic mail accessible to those 
who do not use computers, is the most 


desirable part of the package. 

“The other day,” he related, “Igota 
letter from an alumnus. We have a car- 
illon on the campus that plays tunes, and 
he wanted something special played for 
the alumni dinner. It took me a little 
while before I found a musician who 
would play it. Alumni day was coming 
up soon, and 1 couldn’t get him on the 
telephone. So I sent him an Overnight 
Letter delivery. He got all the informa- 
tion he needed and was impressed, 
too.” 

Widdicombe has found a few bugs in 
tbe system since be began using it in 
October 1983. However, MCI has been 
responsive in either explaining or correc- 
ting the difficulty. Said Widdicombe. 
‘ ‘There are a lot of little editing problems 
we have noticed. All you have to do is 
send an electronic notice to MCI and tell 
them about it, and they patch it up — 
usually the next day.” — B.K. 


2«2 


PC MAGAZINE# FEBRUARY 21, 1984 


MCI 


for each 7,500-chaiacter increment. A 
similar same-day service by a traditional 
carrier from, say. New York City to 
Washington, DC runs about $100. Cur- 
rently, the 4-hour service is restricted to 15 
cities, but MCI Mail hopes to increase this 
number soon. 

The Overnight Letter 

If you do not live in one of these cities, 
or if you are not in too great a hurry, you 
could send an MCI Overnight letter. 

Say, for instance, you want to send 
something overnight from New York to 
Des Moines, Iowa. You access MCI and 
enter your message, which, in this case, 
would be transmitted to the MCI location 
in Cleveland, Ohio, where the overnight 
message would be sent via air to Des 
Moines, and would be delivered over- 
night. The MCI Overnight, which is avail- 
able daily during normal business hours, 
costs $6, approximately half the Federal 
Express charge for a similar service. 

The fourth service is the MCI Letter. 
This original concept makes use of not 
only the MCI system and Purolator’s cou- 
riers, but also the United States Post 
Office. “What we have put together 
here,” commented Stem, “is a system 
that will bring business back to the United 
States Post Office. We are not competing 
with them; if anything, we will be giving it 
business that it has been losing to the time- 
sensitive deliverers.” 

In this case, a letter generated from a 
home computer is sent through the MCI 
Mail netwoik and a hard copy is printed. 
Purolator delivers it to the addressee's post 
office, where it is mailed via United States 
mail. So, with any luck, the copy will be 
delivered the next day. The cost for this 
service is $2. 

No Missing Messages 

MCI Communications stated that since 
it began offering MCI Mail, about 70,000 
customers have signed up, and none so far 
have registered any complaints. Any lost 
messages? “No,” repotted Stem. “In the 
age of electronics, you're not going to 


have a lost message floating around some- 
where. And Purolator is the most respect- 
ed of the air couriers in terms of loss. It’s 

One of the reasons 
that MCI Mail is 
expected to be 
successful is its 
combination of 
experience and 
resources. 


one of the reasons we entered this venture 
with it.” 

In fact, both MCI and Purolator agree 
that one of the reasons that MCI Mail is 
expected to be successful is the combina- 
tion of the experience and resources of 
both companies. “MO already had a long 
distance communication network in 
place,” said Stem. “If another company 
were to enter this business, it would take 
years to build a network.” 

Hollis McLoughlin, of Purolator com- 
mented, “Like any progressive company, 
we're trying to expand our product line.” 
He believes a product such as the MCI 
Mail Overnight Letter is especially useful 
for home computer users who want to 
send a hard<opy document quickly but do 
not have easy access to courier companies . 
“If you work primarily out of your home, 
and you have a personal computer, you 
can use your computer as a courier ser- 
vice, without having to leave your home.” 
Stem added, “If I wanted to send a letter 
and have it arrive the next day, I would 
type it on a typewriter, have my secretary 
call a courier service, which would have to 
come and pick up the package at my 
office. In the meantime, I would have to 
fill out all the paperwork and prepay for 
the service. Or I can sit at my computer 
using MCI Mail, and none of this is nec- 
essary.” 

An added benefit: Users of dedicated 
word processors can use MCI Mail to 


transmit stored documents among the 
Lanier III, Wang, Xerox 860, IBM Dis- 
play Writer, Decmate n, CPT, arxl NBI 
word processors without having to retype 
them. Using the “batch mode,” users can 
log on, enter their code, and rapidly send 
or receive the information without any fur- 
ther interaction. 

Problems and Solutions 

One possible problem that may have 
occurred to potential MCI Mail customers 
is that of sending documents that requite a 
signature or letterhead stationery. MCI has 
this one solved. For a one-time fee of $20, 
it will register your letterhead and signa- 
ture to be used with the letter anytime you 
specify. Stem noted that he has four sig- 
natures on register with the service: one 
for legal documents, one for business doc- 
uments, one for casual acquaintances on a 
first-name basis, and one for close friends 
who know him by a nickname. 

MCI has also provided an additional 
security measure to prevent outsiders from 
using your password. The service informs 
you of this foilsafe when you sign up. 
Although the method could be broken, 
MO believes the odds ate definitely in its 
favor. 

Of course, there ate problems that have 
not yet been solved. The Four-Hour Letter 
service is limited to the IS presently ser- 
viced cities. 

And, currently, you can send only mes- 
sages that use the letters, numerals, and 
symbols on your computer's keyboard. 
Graphics capabilities are beyond the limits 
of the MCI Mail network, but the compa- 
ny is planning to add this feature in the 
near future. 

These limitations, however, ate only 
minor atmoyances. MCI Mail is an inex- 
pensive, efficient means of transmitting 
messages that offers ttxiie than most elec- 
tronic mail services. ■ 


Barbara Krasnqff is a free-lance writer 
and author o/Robots: Real to Real, a nov- 
ice's guidebook to robotics, published by 
Arco Publishing, Inc. 
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DATABASE FACILITY 

GDSS is suited to interface 
to any existing or user- 
developed databases for 
effective aggregation, 
organization and 
manipulation of data. The 
system has a large local 
storage capability and can 
accept files from either a 
host computer or other 
source. Once loaded into 
GDSS's own internal 
database, subschema or 
views developed by 
multiple users from a 
common file can be 
interrogated interactively 
through the use of a 
powerful query language, 
which allows the user to 
select or sort particular 
items as well as perform 
mathematical computations 
on the results. 

MENU STRUCTURE 
GDSS offers easy-to-use 
menu-driven software, 
enabling the user to design 


charts quickly. Customized 
menus may also be 
developed by the user for 
specific applications 
providing the ultimate in 
flexibility. In addition, the 
command file structure can 
store frequently used 
formats for prcwuction 
mode operations making 
the system a high-speed 
graphics report generator 
whereby hardcopy is 
completely automatic. 
EASY TO USE CHART 
BUILDING TOOLS 
Digitizer Tablet 
GDSS offers unlimited 
format styles, including 
bubbles, scattergrams, 
3-dimensional bars, and 
multiplex formats. Layouts, 
overlays of eaual or 
different sized graphs, 
rotations, split screen and 
multiple graphs on the 
same screen are also 
possible. In addition, new 
formats can be customized 


through the use of the 
graphic editor and optional 
digitizer tablet. This 
enables the user to edit and 
modify the graph as well as 
design elements of any 
shape or size. 

ARITHMETIC 

OPERATIONS 

GDSS provides immediate 
support in the process of 
analyzing large amounts of 
data to extract trends, and, 
in general, support the 
complex decision making 
processes. Numerous 
arithmetic, statistical and 
logical operations are 
available for these analyses. 

DEVICE 

INDEPENDENCE 

GDSS is totally 
input/output device 
independent — the system 
can accept input from 
many sources and produce 
output on a variety of 
graphics hardcopy devices 


from single line printers to 
high resolution film 
recorders. GDSS currently 
runs on the IBM PC, 
Convergent Technologies, 
Burroughs, NCR, Altos and 
Victor hardware. 

DEMO DISKETTE 
OFFER 

No other business graphics 
package offers all the 
features of GDSS. To 
illustrate this, our demo 
diskette and User Manual 
are available for your 
review at $35.00. This 
amount will be applied to 
your purchase of GDSS. 
Please call or write for 
further information: 



Data Business Vision. Inc. 


3510 Dunhill Street. Suite B 
San Diego, California 92121 
619/450-1557 
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THE BUSINESS GRAPHICS SOLUTION 
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SOFTWARE/BRUCE NISSIM 


Tell It To 
The Landlord 

Tenant rosters, rent receipts, security deposits — everything 
short of an eviction notice can be handled by The Landlord, 
a software package offering real help for your real estate. 


I magine you're a landlord, and the 
tenant in apartment 1C complains 
that the roof is leaking. The IRS just 
called to discuss your deductions for busi- 
ness trips to Tahiti, and the city council 
appointed James Watt to the local plan- 
ning commission, which has just rezoned 
your neighborhood for nuclear waste dis- 
posal. If, on top of all this, your real estate 
investments have gotten out of hand, may- 
be The Landlord can help bring things 
under control again. 

The Landlord is a software package 

The Landlord 
Systems Plus, Inc. 

1 120 San Antonio Rd. 

Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(415) %9-7047 
List Price: $595 

Requires: I28K, RAM, two disk 
drives, printer, BASRUN.EXE (from 
the IBM BASIC compiler) 

CIRCLE 729 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


written by MIN Microcomputer Software 
and distributed by Systems Plus, Inc. It i 
provides the property manager with an 
automated system for keeping track of ten- 
ant receipts, maintenance expenses, and 
other matters normally associated with 
rental property management. It can be i 
applied to all types of rental property, { 
including marinas, warehouses, shopping 
centers — even aiiplane hangars. 

The Landlord’s programs divide into 
two major subsystems: The Property 
Manager, which monitors tenant and rent- 
al unit information, and The Financial 
Manager, which tracks income and | 

I expense data and includes a computerized . 

check-printing program. The configura- 
I tion consists of a double-sided disk drive 
in drive A, a primary and backup disk for 
each of the two subsystems, and a sample 
data disk. The promotional material indi- 
cates that the data disk can handle up to 
5(X) tenant units. If this isn't enough, addi- i 
tional data disks can be formatted with a 


CREATE utility included in the package. 
For single-sided drives, an alternate ver- 
sion is available in which each subsystem 
is split into two diskettes. The installation 
procedure also describes the method for 
installing The Landlord on a fixed-disk 
system. 

The programs, formatted in compiled 
BASIC, require the BASRUN.EXE mod- 
ule, the mn-time libtary for the BASIC 
compiler. Thus, to tun The Landlord pro- 
grams, you must also have a copy of the 
IBM BASIC compiler. 

The Property Manager 

The Property Manager subsystem has 
three main menus: File Management, Pay- 
ments and Charges, and Reports. File 
Management stores information on five 
data entry screens: owner name and 
address, property name and address, type 
of unit, rental unit details, and tenant 
data. 

The data entry screens are very easy to 
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TENANT 

PAYMENTS /CHARGES *»* 



TENANT* 

2 Glenn 

Jones 





DATE 

TRANS CODE 


ACCOUNT 

AMOUNT 

Ol/OS 

RC 


RENT 


♦ 475 

00 

Ol/OS 

RP 


RENT 


475 

00 

01/05 

2P 


PARKING (INDOOR GARAGE) 

35 

00 

01/15 

rc 


CLUBHOUSE RENTAL 

* 30 

00 

01/1* 

1C 


BOAT 

STORAGE 

* 36 

so 

PREVIOUS 

BALANCE 

-45 

00 





CHARGES 

543 

SO 





>AYMENTS 

-SIO 

00 




PRESENT 

BALANCE 

-11 

SO 




SEC DEP 

300 00 

OTHER 

DEP 

0 00 






•»* Any 

chenges? N<*>* 




Rgure 1 : A typical screen from the Payments and Charges section of The Property 
Manager. 


use and are consistent throughout; for 
instance, when editing is required the 
same prompts, “add” and “modify,” 
appear on all the screens. Substantial care 
has been taken to prevent data entry errors . 
For example, the keyboard input routine 
will only recognize numeric characters for 
numeric fields. In addition, many fields 
have default values already filled in. You 
can either use the default value by pressing 
the Enter key, or override it by entering 
your own value. The default value for ten- 
ant status, for instance, is “present and 
occupying.” You may change this to 
“past” or “future,” or you may leave the 
designation unchanged. 

Data entry procedures would be im- 
proved by the addition of an escape code. 
Oil occasions that 1 had forgotten a code 
value, I had no convenient means to 
escape from the screen and produce the 
listing of appropriate codes. The default 
headings for entering data in each File 
Management category are not entirely 
adequate, particularly for information per- 
taining to rental unit and lease details. The 
available fields for data entry are probably 
adequate for residential property, but not 
for commercial property. For a commer- 
cial lease, you would normally wish to 
record more information than just the 
lease’s expiration date! This problem is 
partially offset by the comments fields in 
the rental-unit and tenant-data screens. 
The fields offer 25 and 50 character 
spaces, respectively, for storing additional 
information. 

Once you have loaded your property 
and tenant information, you will spend the 
bulk of your time in the Payments and 
Charges menu. This subprogram enables 
you to bill tenants and record receipts 
against each charge (see Figure 1). 

At the beginning of each month you 
normally run the monthly rent-posting 
routine, which creates a rent chaige for 
each tenant who currently occupies a unit. 
(Data may also be kept on future and past 
tenants.) The routine may be run only 
once per month; internal controls prevent 
you from rurming it more often. 


In addition to the monthly rent charge, 
the Payments and Charges screen can han- 
dle up to seven additional payments and 
charges per month (that is, those that occur 
between automatic rent postings). A two- 
letter code distinguishes between pay- 
ments, charges, and returned checks, and 
identifies the income account to which a 
payment will be applied in The Financial 
Manager. Special transaction codes are 
used for security deposits and other tenant 
deposits. 

A variety of reports are available from 
the Reports menu of The Property Man- 
agement subsystem, including lists of ten- 
ants and units, a vacancy report, a lease 
expiration report, a delinquency report 
(that is, tenants with unpaid balances) and 
a full tenant payment register (see Figure 
2). All reports are sent to the printer, there 
being no provision for producing reports 
on the terminal. The system has the ability 
to produce monthly tenant statements (but 
not atmual statements) and a handy feature 
that produces tenant mailing labels. 

The Financial Manager 

The Financial Manager's primary pur- 
pose is to generate income and expense 
statements, either by property or by own- 
i er. The Financial Manager provides a 
! chart of accounts consisting of 26 tenant 


income accounts, 5 oth«' income ac- 
counts, 45 expense accounts, and 7 spe- 
cialized accounts for things like note pay- 
ments and depreciation. 

The 26 tenant income accounts are 
identified by a letter code. Most of these 
can be renamed to suit your individual 
needs, but some such as rent (R) and secu- 
rity deposit forfeiture (S) are fixed. The 
expense accounts (numbered 101-145) 
and other-income accounts ( 146- 150) may 
be renamed; the seven specialized ac- 
counts may not. 

Account balances are updated in three 
ways: by the tenant receipts from The 
Property Manager subsystem and by 
checks or journal entries in The Financial 
Manager subsystem. 

The letter code used in the tenant pay- 
ment routine (in The Property Manager 
program) will automatically cause a pay- 
ment or returned check to update the cor- 
responding tenant income account. The 
system employs cash basis accounting arxl 
does not post tenant charges to the income 
accounts — only tenant payments. 

The Financial Manager subsystem 
contains a check-recording program, and 
each check may be distributed to up to 6 of 
the 45 available expense accounts. In sup- 
port of the check-writing activity, the sys- 
tem maintains a vendor name and address 
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»*» PRINT REPORTS **» 


1 OWNER LISTING 
2 . UNIT TYPE LISTING 

3 PROPERTY LISTING 

4 RENTAL UNIT LISTING 

5 TENANT LISTING 

6, LEASE EXPIRATION REPORT 

7. VACANCY REPORT 

8 TENANT PAYMENT REPORT 
9. DELINQUENCY REPORT 
10. STATEMENTS 

11 MAILING LABELS 

12 RETURN TO PROP MGR MENU 


Figure 2: Reports available from the 
Reports section of The Property Manager. 


file, and checks may be made payable to 
cither a tenant or a vendor. Of course this 
means that you have to set up a vendor 
record for each person to whom you wish 
to write a check. 


You may instruct the system to physi- , 
cally print the check or to surpress check | 
printing. The Landlord package \nc\udcs a 
sample check, a sample tenant statement 
form, and an order form for continuous- 
feed checks and statements (and matching 
window envelopes). 

The journal entry program, used to 
record noncash transactions, may update 
any of the income, expense, or other 
accounts. The journal entries include a 
plus or minus indicator rather than a debit/ 
credit notation. A plus amount increases 
the balance of an account, regardless of 
whether it is income or expense. Some 
users may prefer this nonaccounting nota- 
tion; I found it awkward. 

The Landlord ' s chart of accounts does 
not include any balance sheet information. 
There is no account for keeping track of 
the balance in your checking account, and 


r' 


Shift into 
Ultradrive 
with Targa!” 
by CMC 


■ Targa is your answer for a quality, 
hassle-free hard disk subsystem. 

■ Targa interfaces with most popular 
microcomputers and carries the finest 
limited warranty in the industry. 

■ At under S2000 (sug. ret. for 
SMB), Targa is an exceptional buy 
in terms of price/ performance. 


although the check di.stributions are posted 
to expense accounts, the check itself is not 
posted anywhere. 

Similarly, there are no accounts for 
owner’s equity position or for depreciable 
balances on capitalized improvements. 
There are accounts, however, for depreci- 
ation expense and for debt payments of 
principal and interest. 

The major report of The Financial 
Manager (see Figure 3) is the Property and 
Tax Analysis, an income/ expen.se state- 
ment that calculates cash flow, net taxable 
income, and an after-tax net equity 
income. The pre-defined format permits 
no user tailoring. 

The account labeled “Appreciation” is 
unusual. Its balance is added to after-tax 
income to arrive at net equity income. 
Property appreciation is usually a tough 

(COHtillUtJ) 


■ Available in 3, 10, IS, 20, and 30 
MB models. 

■ Seriously interested? Call us toll- 
free at 1-800-CMC-INTL. In 
Washington dial 1-206-885-1600. 


CMC/ntemat/ona/ 

Bellevue, Washington 98005 




WHEN YOU’RE READY 
OUR PC PLUS KIT 
WILL BE WAITING 



lOmb Internal Upgrade 


When you’re ready to boost your 
storage capacity from 640 K to 1 Omb 
without boosting power and without 
eating up desk'top space, our internal 
PC PLUS will be just a phone 
call away. 

Waiting to give you all the capacity of 
the *XT at a price that saves you 
hundreds of dollars compared to the 
cost of trading up. 

The DSS PC PLUS kit uses a half- 
height lOmb Winchester disk drive that 
gives you all the benefits of Winchester 
technology — increased data integrity, 


faster access — without taxing the 
power supply. It also includes a 
Winchester disk controller that is 
IBM formatted. 

The DSS PC PLUS kit presents 
the storage solution you need now. 
What are your data storage needs? At 
DSS, we do much more than sell 
components. We create solutions. 

The DSS PC PLUS kit includes: 

— lOmb half-height disk drive 
— DSS Controller 
— Full height front betel 
— Mounting hardware 
— Cables 


Features and Bene/its 
— Increased capacity 
— Increased access time 
— Upgradeability 

— No additional power requirements 
— Enharu:ed cooling 
— One board controller solution 
— Operates with 1.25 MS-DOS 
through 2.0 MS-DOS 
— Internal upgrade 
— I lomh half-height Winchester — 

31 /loppy’s 

— Increased data integrity 

Retail price: $2250 

from the dealer nearest you 



2907 N. 55th St, No. 5 Boulder, Colorado 80301 303/449-7587 Toll Free: 800-851 -PLUS 

Data Storage Solutions, Inc. 

*XT u a rcRiKcrcd IBM iraJcfnarlc 


CIRCLE 295 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





2720 S. Haibor Btvd.. Suit* E. Santa Ana, CA 92704 


raiNTER 

SERVICE, COMPUTER AND SOFTWARE 
COMPATIBILITY, and LOW PRICE, ^ ■■■ 

are among the many factors to consider when purchasing a 
printer. At the PRINTER STORE we specialize in printers, so 
our professional staff can help you choose the right printer for 
your personal and business needs. Every Printer Purchase 
includes: 

1) Low Prices 3) Free Technical Support 

2) Same Day Shipping 4) Full Service Option 


LANDLORD 


item to quantify until you actually tiy to 
sell, at which time you discover that the 
appreciated value is not what you thought 
it was. 

The Landlord does not address some of 
the more advanced aspects of property 
management. For example, for the many 
shopping centers that base monthly rents 
on a percentage of their tenants’ gross 
sales, comparative sales information is of 
great importance in assessing the center's 
overall performance. The Landlord was 
not designed with this type of data in 
mind. Also, there are no provisions for 
recurring charges other than the monthly 


Figure 3: Reports available from the 
Reports section of The FinatKial Manager. 

rent. Items such as common area mainte- 
nance and association fees have to be 
charged individually each period. 

In spite of these shortcomings, 1 think 
that MIN and Systems Plus have done a 
nice job with The Landlord. The system 
itself is very easy to use, and the docu- 
mentation is both thorough and under- 
standable. 

For most property management situa- 
tions, The Landlord covers the necessary 
tenant and cash management functions 
adequately. If your recordkeeping is any- 
thing like mine, The Landlord will save 
you time and definitely improve your 
organization. Artd, of course. Uncle Sam 
will be happy to share the bill. ■ 



IDS 480 

• 110 CPS, Bi-Directional, Logic 
Seeking 

• 24x9DotMatrix,10,12,16.7CPI, 
Plus Proportional Spacing 

• Parallel and Serial Port 

Standard $ 395 

DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 

EPSON SERIES 

FXeO $CALL 

FX100 $CALL 

OKIDATA SERIES 

92A SCALL 

93A SCALL 

84 SCALL 

C. ITOH SERIES 

8510 Prowriter $ 395 

Prowriter II $ CALL 

MANNESMANN TALLY SERIES 


Spirit 80 

... $ CALL 

MT 160 

... $ CALL 

MT 180 

... $ CALL 

IDS SERIES 

Microprism 480 

$ 395 

Prism 80, 132 

....$ CALL 

GEMINI SERIES 

Gemini 10X 

...SCALL 

Gemini 15X 

...SCALL 

Deita 10 

...SCALL 

Toshiba P 1350 

SCALL 



BROTHER HR-15 

• 13 CPS - Bi-directional - Super & 
Subscript 

• 10. 12. 15 and Proportional Spac- 
ing Pitch 

• Optional Tractor. Sheetfeed and 


Keyboard ^ 435 


LETTER QUALITY PRINTERS 

BROTHER SERIES 

HR-1 SCALL 

HR-15 S 485 . 

HR-25 SCALL 

COMREX SERIES 

CR-1 S CALL 

CR-2 SCALL 

CR-25 SCALL 

C. ITOH SERIES 

F-10 40CPS SCALL 

F-10 55 CPS SCALL 

NEC SERIES 

2010 SCALL 

2030 SCALL 

2050 SCALL 

3510 SCALL 

3530 SCALL 

3550 SCALL 

7710 SCALL 

7730 SCALL 

NEC Accessories S CALL 


We carry a full line of Cables and Accessories 
PHONE REBATE: 241-0701 ood ssk US about... 

We are so confident of our LOW PRICES and SUPPORT that we are going to asK you to make the 
inital investment by calling us. In return, when you buy your printer from us. we will rebate thecosi 
Of your call and deduct it from your invoice 

HOW TO ORDER: Our phone lines are open from 8 a m to6pm PST. Monday -Friday Weaccept 
VISA. MASTERCHARGE (at no extra charge), personal checks take two weeks to clear COO'S 
accepted Same-day shipment on orders placed before 1 pm Manufacturer s warranty applicable 
on all equipment Prices subject to change 


Enter a seJectlon: < 

»*» PRINT REPORTS *•» 

1 CHART or ACCOUNTS 

2 VENDOR LISTING 

3 DISBURSEMENT REPORT 

4 PRINT CHECKS 

5, JOURNAL ENTRIES REPORT 
6 ACCOUNT SUMMARY REPORT 
7, PROPERTY & TAX ANALYSIS 
6 RETURN TO PIN MANAGER MENU 

Enter a selection: < 
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NOW, 3-D ON YOUR PC 

THE FIRST INTERACTIVE BUSINESS & 3-D GRAPHICS PROGRAM FOR THE IBM-PC* 



FOR BUSINESS CHARTS. PRODUCT DESIGN, STATISTICAL ANALYSIS. CAD/CAE 

ENERGRAPHICS^ 


FINANCIAL ANALYSTS, BUSINESS MANAOERS, ARCHITECTS, CITY PLANNERS, 
BUILDERS, DEVELOPERS, ENQINEERS (ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL, CHEMICAL, 
AMD CIVIL), PRODUCT DESIONERS, SCIENTISTS, TEACHERS AND STUDENTS. 

SMiltal 


SEND YOUR CHECK FOR $250 PLUS $5 SHIPPING OR 
$15 FOR OUR DEMONSTRATION DISK OR SEND FOR 
OUR DETAILED ENEPGRAPHICS BROCHURE. 
[VISA AND MASTER CARD ACCEPTED} 
CALL 800-3250174 EXCEPT MISSOURI 


•rS ENERTRONICS 

vjFTnnN 

^D^drofiics RGSGQfct) inc 

^“orw» ISO N. Meramec • Suite 207 • St. Louis • MO 63105 • [314] 725-5566 

FfSSS'SSnSM ORCLE 228 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


'HARDWARE CONFIGURATION: IBM-PC. 64K. Dual Disk Dnve. Graphics Adapter Dot Matrix Printer Also avaibPle for the TI-PC. CompeQ. and Victor. 




BOOK EXCERPT/ROBERT LAFORE 


Assembfy 

Language: 

More Basic Than 

BASIC 


Assembly language for the IBM PC is the most fundamental 
means of communicating with the PC’s microprocessor short 
of binary code. It’s also fast and powerful. 


W ith this issue, PC Magazine begins a series of book exceipts designed to 
introduce our readers to assembly language for the IBM PC. Portions of this 
and future articles — reproduced with permission from the copyright own- 
ers — will be included in the book Assembly Language Primer for the IBM PC by Robert 
Lafore, to be published by The New American Library under the PlumeAVaite imprint, 
copyright 1984 Waite Group, Inc., San Rafael, California. All rights reserved. The 
introduction and first chapter have been condensed in a sidebar (see "Getting Started 
With Assembly Language"), and our installment begins with Chapter 2, which will lead 
you step by step through writing an elementary assembly language program using the 
DEBUG utility. 


We’re going to start by describing the 
writing of a complete, though very short, 
assembly language program. Then we'll 
go back and talk in more detail about the 
steps used in the process and what^they 
mean. We’ll finish up with some varia- 
tions on our program. 

YOUR FIRST PROGRAM 

Although you’re now going to write 
your first program in assembly language. 


you don’t know assembly language yet. 
There will thus be many aspects of the 
process that won’t seem completely clear 
to you. Don’t worry about this! 

By moving from the concrete to the 
abstract, we hope to avoid the sort of aca- 
demic theory-oriented descriptions that 
leave most readers confused, bored, and 
fmstrated. Instead, you’ll first get ths feel- 
ing of the process (the roar of the motor 
and the rush of the wind in your hair). 


Later we’ll explain what happened. 

Two Versions of DOS 

There’s a small problem we better deal 
with right away. This has to do with which 
version of DOS you’re using. The 
DEBUG in DOS version 2 (that is, ver- 
sions 2.0 and later) has a built-in mini- 
assembler that will help in the creation of 
assembly language programs. The DE- 
BUG in DOS version 1 (versions 1 .0 and 
1.1) does not have this capabiUty. 

We’ll handle this situation in the fol- 
lowing way. We’ll fust explain how to 
type in a program if you’re using tXDS 
veision I . Even if you have version 2, you 
should read this part, try it out, and under- 
stand it. 

Writing with the E Command 

In this section, we’ll create an assem- 
bly language program using DEBUG’s E 
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command. If you have DOS version 1, 
this is the only way to use DEBUG to cre- 
ate a program. If you have version 2, you 
should, as we suggested above, follow 
along anyway, typing in the commands 
we show. 

The purpose of the E command is to 
enter a byte (or bytes) of data into memo- 
ry. It’s a little like the F command except 
that you can enter a series of different 
bytes; they don’t all have to have the same 
value, as they do with F. 

The series of bytes we’re going to enter 
with E will constitute our program. To 
insert this program into memory, you 
enter the command E, followed by the 
address where you want the program to 
go. In our case, we’re going to put it at 
location lOOh, so we enter E followed by 
100. The program will respond by printing 
out the address, followed by its current 
contents (see Figure 1). 

As shown here, the contents of location 
100 happens to already be 61h, put there 
with the F command earlier. However, it 
doesn’t really matter what was there 
before: The important thing is what we’re 
going to put there now. 

To enter a two-digit hex number into 
this location we type the number followed 
by — not the Enter key — but the space 
bar. The space bar has the effect of enter- 
ing one number and going on to the next 
one. The Enter key, on the other hand, 
enters the number and then terminates the 
entire E command and returns us to the 
DEBUG prompt. After you have entered a 
number arrd pressed the space bar, the 
command will then print the old contents 
of the next location, and wait for you to 
type in the new contents. 

The series of hexadecimal numbers we 
want to type in is the following: 

B2 

1 

B4 

2 

CD 

21 

CD 

20 


^ 7^C H/nUtc 

ASSEMBLY 

LANGUAGE 

PRIMER 

for the IBM PC 


tmmftmmt Color 
DOS rwncHon Cate 



by lfob«rf lofor* 


Assembly Language Primer for the 
IBM PC 
Robert Lafore 

(The New American Library, Inc., 
New York, forthcoming) softcover; 
Price to be announced 
CIRCLE 713 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

These are the numbers that constitute 
our program. Type each number, press the 
space bar, type the next number, and so 
on. After you’ve typed in all 8 numbers, 
the screen should look like Figure 2. 

(If you don’t type any number at all 
before hitting the space bar, the byte in 
that location will remain unchanged.) 

After we type the last number, we press 
Enter to tell DEBUG that we’re through. 
This should cause the reappearance of the 
DEBUG prompt (-). 

If you make a mistake, just press Enter 
to get back to the DEBUG prompt and 
start over. 

You’ve now placed your program in 
the computer’s memory, from location 
100 to 107, using the E command. We’ll 
explain how to execute or “run” the pro- 
gram in a moment. 

Writing with the A Command 

Here’s where you DOS version 1 users 
become, briefly, mere spectators. You 
should read through this section so you 


know what you’re missing. You’ll need to 
know both approaches so you can use E 
even though we’re talking about A; that is, 
translate our descriptions to the A 
approach into operations with E. This 
won’t be as hard as it probably sounds, so 
stop complaining and keep reading. Or, 
better yet, hurry out and buy a copy of 
DOS version 2. 

The A command accomplishes the 
same thing as the E command — that is, 
putting the bytes that constitute our pro- 
gram into memory — but it does it in a dif- 
ferent way. 

When we use the A command we don’t 
insert hexidecimal bytes into memory 
directly. Instead, we type in a series of 
mnemonic symbols. (“Mnemonic” sim- 
ply means “easy to remember.” The idea 
is that these symbols are supposed to be 
easier to remember than the hexidecimal 
numbers they represent.) These codes are 
two- or three-character names that stand 
for certain assembly language instruc- 
tions. The instruction tells the micropro- 
cessor what operation is to be done. The 
instruction mnemonic is usually followed 
by a space and then by some letters and 
numbers that indicate what the operation is 
to be done to. 

Expressed in mnemonic symbols, our 
program looks like this: 

MOV DL.l 

MOV AH, 2 

INT 21 

INT 20 

We’re going to type in this program, 
then dissect it a little and see if we can get 
a feel for how the A approach relates to the 
E approach and for what assembly lan- 
guage is all about. 

Enter the letter A, followed by the 
address where you want the program to 
go. Here’s a rule you should remember 
Programs written in DEBUG should 
always start at lOOh. 

When you enter A followed by an 
address, DEBUG will automatically echo 
the address (see Figure 3). 

DEBUG will then sit there waiting for 
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you to type in the mnemonic codes for 
your program. 

On the first line, enter MOV DL,1. 
That’s MOV as in the first three letters of 
move, followed by a space (which is 
important), then DL,1 . Don’t confuse let- 
ters and numbers: it’s dl with the letter L, 
followed by a comma and the number 1 . 
The screen should now look like this: 

08F1:0100 MOV DL.l 

08F1:0102 

You’ve just typed your first line of 
assembly language! 

'The assembler is waiting for line 2. 
Enter MOV AH,2. Then the third line, 
INT 21, and the fourth, INT 20. 

After you’ve finished these four lines, 
you’re done. So when the program tells 
you this 

08F1:0108 

you simply press Enter to let it know 
you're through assembling this program 
and want to get back to DEBUG’s 
prompt. 

Your screen should now look like the 
one shown in Figure 4. 

So, you now have two different ways to 
enter your program, depending on which 
version of DOS you have. In either case 


the program itself should now be sitting in 
memory and waiting to be executed. 
'There’s a lot to say about the relationship 
between these two approaches to putting 
the program into memory, but if you're a 
real red-blooded programmer, you can’t' 
wait to run the program. 

RUNNING THE PROGRAM 

What does this program do? Does it 
balance your checkbook? Calculate ac- 
counts receivable? We’re afraid it’s not 
quite so ambitious as that. Let's see what 
happens when we run it (see Figure 5). To 
execute the program we use the G (for 
GO) command. Simply enter the letter G. 
It’s not followed by any numbers (this 
time). This executes the program, just as 
entering RUN does in BASIC. 

What happened? The program printed 
a happy face on the screen! Isn’t that the 
cutest thing you ever saw? (No? Well, 
what did you expect in an 8-byte pro- 
gram?) 

If you didn’t get a happy face, you 
probably made a mistake typing in the pro- 
gram. It’s easy to mistype something, 
what with all the numbers and unfamiliar 
symbols. Start over with the E or the A 
command, and try again. 

Unfortunately, mistakes in assembly 


language programs can have more serious 
consequences than those in higher-level 
languages such as BASIC. In higher-level 
languages the interpreter or compiler usu- 
ally protects the operating system from the 
consequences of errors in programming, 
so that your machine keeps running and 
says something like “error in line 
2034,” 

In assembly language, however, there 
is no such protection. Assembly language 
is the most fundamental level of the 
machine; there is nothing on a "supervi- 
sory level” overseeing the assembly lan- 
guage program, as the interpreter or com- 
piler does in higher-level languages. So if 
you make a mistake in assembly language, 
it is woefully easy to “crash” your oper- 
ating system. 

Let’s look in memory with the D com- 
mand and see if we can find our little pro- 
gram (see Figure 6). 

There it is, in the first 8 locations, from 
100 to 107, as you can see by comparing 
these numbers with those typed in using E. 
Our program has overlayed the 61s that 
were there before. 

The symbols on the right, 2.4.M!M, 
are meaningless. They just happen to be 
the ASCII equivalents of the numbers that 
make up the program. 


-elOO < you enter this 

04B5:0100 61. _ 

! \ / 1 \ 

• \ I the cursor uill wait here 

segment \ for you to type In a two-digit number 

address \ 

doesn't offset address is the same 
matter as what you typed in 


Figure 1: The E command for location lOOh. 


-elOO 





04BS: 0100 61. b2 61. 1 

1 

- < DEBUG \ 

61. b4 

1 

61. 2 61. cd 

I 1 

61. 21 61. cd 

i I 

/ 

61 20 

prompt press 

spac e-b ar 

following these 

numb er s 

press ENTER 
f ol lowing 
last number 


Rgure 2: Eight hexadecimal numbers entered with the space bar using the E command. 
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-a 100 
OSFl: 100 

/T\ 

1 Tha cursor mill wait harsi blinking 


Figure 3: DEBUG automatically echoes the address when you enter A followed by an 
address. 


-a too 




08F1: 0100 

mov 

dl. 1 

\ 

08F1: 0102 

fflOV 

ah. 2 

\, Enter these lines 

08F1: 0104 

int 

21 

/ 

08F1: 0106 

int 

20 

/ 

08F1: 0108 


<— 


< 



-nou gou're back in DEBUG 


Figure 4: Returning to DEBUG after entering four lines of assembly language code. 


-g < snter this 

© 

Program terminated normally 


Figure 5: Running the program with the G command. 


WHAT AN ASSEMBLER 
REALLY DOES 

If you typed in the program using E, 
you probably aren't too surprised to see 
these numbers reappear when you look in 
memory with D. After all, you entered the 
numbers into memory, and there they are, 
just where you put them. 

But how did they get there if you used 
the A cotiunand? You typed in mnemonic 
instructions, and lo and behold, there are 
hex numbers sitting in memory! What’s 
happened here is this: the A command 
assembled the mnemonic instmctions into 
hex numbers. This is the ftmction of an 
assembler; both of DEBUG’s minias- 
sembler invoked with the A command and 
of its large-scale relatives, the ASM and 
MASM assemblers. We’ll have more to 
say about this in a moment. First let’s look 
at our program ftom another perspective. 

The U Command 

There’s a more elegant and useful way 
to look at our program than by using D as 
we did above: the U command. We’ve 
assembled our pirogtam with A or typed in 
the preassembled hex numbers with E. 
Now let’s use the U command to unassem- 
ble it. The U command is the opposite of 
the A command. Where A takes us ftom 
symbolic mnemonic codes to the hex dig- 
its of machine language, U takes us ftom 
hex digits back to mnemonic codes. (Ac- 
tually, the usual word for unassemble is 
disassemble.) 

To “unassemble” your program, enter 
U, followed by the address where you 
want to start disassembling, then a com- 
ma, and then the address where you want 
to stop disassembling. (For an illustration, 
see Figure 7.) 

There’s the program in both hex codes 
and mnemonic instmctions, all nicely 
arranged for you to admire! Thus the hex 
number B201 is the machine language 
equivalent of the assembly language state- 
ment MOV DL,01 , and so on for the other 
instmctions. As before, the numbers on 
the left, such as 08FI:0100, are the 
addresses of the locations occupied by the 


program. There’s an address (ainted for 
each instruction, and sittce each of the 
instructiorrs happens to occupy just two 
bytes, the addresses are all evenly num- 
bered: 100, 102, 104, and 106. 

Machine and Assembly Language 

The hex numbers on the left in the U 
listing in Figure 7 are what is called 
machine language. These numbers occu- 
py specific memory locations, attd the 
8088 microprocessor looks in these loca- 
tions, takes the numbers out of them, fig- 
ures out what they mean, and executes 
them. These numbers are called “machine 
language” because it’s the machine — the 
microprocesscff — that understands them 
and operates on them. As far as we 
humans go, such numbers are hard to 
understand and hard to remember. 

Take heart, however. The mnemonic 
instmctions in the column on the tight in 
the listing in Figure 8 form what is prop- 
erly called “assembly language,” and 
while you may not understand these 
instructions now, you soon will. 


It is the function of an assembler to 
translate assembly language, which is 
comprehensible to humans, into machine 
language, which is comprehensible to 
microprocessors. 

ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE 
INSTRUCTIONS 

You’ve typed in the program, and mn 
it, and disassembled it again, but of course 
you sdll don’t really understand how it 
does what it does. To understand the pro- 
gram we must understand the individual 
instructions in it and what they do. In this 
section, we’ll look at the instructions one 
by one. But first we need to understand 
another fundamental concept: registers. 

Registers 

A register is a place in the microproces- 
sor where our program can put a byte, or 
sometimes 2 bytes, of data. A register is 
something like a memory location, except 
that it has various special properties that a 
memory location doesn’t. One of these 
pnqrerties is that the microprocessor can 
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program 
I 


-dlOO 

08F1: 0100 

/ 

B2 

01 

B4 

02 

CD 

21 

CD 

\ 

20-61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

2. 4. H ! M aaaaaaaa 

OBFl: Olio 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61-00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

aaaaaaaa 

08F1: 0120 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF-FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 


08F1: 0130 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF-FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 


OBFl: 0140 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF-FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 

FF 


OBFl: 0150 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00-00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


OBFl: 0160 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00-00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


OBFl: 0170 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00-24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 

24 




Figure 6: Searching memory with the D command. 


-ulOO. 106 

< you 

enter this 



OBFl: 0100 

B201 

MOV 

DL, 01 \ 


OBFl: 0102 

B402 

MOV 

AH. 02 1 

the proqram prints 

OBFl: 0104 

CD21 

I NT 

21 1 

out all this! 

OBFl: 0106 

CD20 

I NT 

20 / 








Figure 7: Disassembling the program with the U command. 


do a simple kind of arithmetic on the con- 
tents of registers, whereas it can only put 
bytes into, and take them out of, memory 
locations. However, we won’t be con- 
cerned with this arithmetic capability. For 
the moment, think of registers as places, 
like memory locations, where we can put 
8-bit bytes of data. 

The registers in the 8088 are given two- 
letter names. There are a dozen or so of 
these registers, but we’re going to put off 
looking at all of them. Our particular pro- 
gram concerns itself with only two of the 
registers: namely, the DL register and the 
AH register. 

There are four instructions in the pro- 
gram, one on each of the four lines in Fig- 
ure 8. The first two deal with registers. 

The MOV Instruction 

The first instruction, MOV DL,01, 
occupies memory locations 100 and 101 
and consists of the bytes B2 and 01 (see 
Figure 9). 

This instruction tells the 8088, "Take 
the number Olh and move it (MOV for 
“move”) into the DL register.” This way 
of writing the instruction may seem some- 


what backwards to you, moving things 
from right to left. It’s a convention that 
probably had its origin in statements used 
in higher-level languages, like BASIC’s 

LET A=2 

where the quantity on the right gets “as- 
signed’ ’ or put into the variable on the left. 
At any rate, after this instruction is execut- 
ed, there will be a byte with the value 1 in 
the DL register. Where does the 8088 get 
the 01 ? It’s actually part of the instruction: 
the second byte. The 8088 microprocessor 
looks at the first part of the instmction, the 
B2, in memory, figures out that this means 
“move the following 8-bit constant into 
the DL register,” and then gets the 8-bit 
constant from the very next mertxjty loca- 
tion (OlOlh) and places it in the DL reg- 
ister. The operation of the MOV DL,01 
instruction is shown in Figure 10. 

When we introduce each assembly lan- 
guage instruction, we’re generally going 
to start with a box that surtunarizes the 
ways the instruction can be used, and the 
MOV instruction — your first assembly 
language instruction — is no exception. 
However, you should understand that at 


this point you don’t need to understand 
everything that’s in the box. 

For the purposes of our program, we’re 
only interested in one use of the MOV 
instruction: the “immediate to register” 
byte MOV. As you’ve seen, this means 
taking a constant two-hex-digit value that 
is part of the instruction (it “immediately” 
follows the instruction in memory, hence 
the name) and putting it in a register. The 
other uses of this instmction involve 
MOV(es) to and from memory and from 
register to register. 

Thus for the moment you can ignore 
most of Figure 1 1 . 

The second instmction in our program 
is also a MOV instmction: 

08F1:0102 

B402 MOV AH, 02 

This means, as you no doubt have fig- 
ured out, “Take the number 02 and 
MOVe it into the AH register.” Because 
we’re moving the constant into a different 
register, AH instead of DL, the hex code 
for the instruction is different: B4 instead 
of B2. And since it’s the constant 02h 
that’s being moved into a register, the sec- 


PC MAGAZINE* FEBRUARY 21, 1984 


277 


ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE 


0SF1:0100 B201 

MOV 

DL. 01 

08F1;0102 B402 

MOV 

AH. 02 

OeFl: 0104 CD21 

INT 

21 

0eFl:0106 CD20 

INT 

20 

\ / 

\ 

/ 

machine 

assemb ly 

language 

language 

<~ 

— assemb ly 


— 

-d i sassemb 1 y- 

> 


Figure 8: Machine language and assembly language displayed with the V command. 


ond byte of the instruction is 02. Other- 
wise the operation of this instruction is just 
the same as the fust one. 

But why are we putting these constants 
in these registers? What does that have to 
do with printing a happy face on the 
screen? Fear not, things will become 
clearer as we describe the next two 
instructions. 

The INT Instruction 

INT is a sort of “jump to subroutine” 
instruction. It stands for INT(emipt), and 
there are various reasons why it isn’t a teal 
“jump to subroutine,” but for the time 
being we can think of it that way. It’s a 
little like a GOSUB in BASIC or a CALL 
in various other languages. It transfers 
control from our program to another rou- 
tine somewhere else in memory. .Then, 
when that routine is done, control is 
returned to the line following the INT in 
our program. 

So when the instruction 

08F1:0104 CD21 INT 21 

is executed, the program jumps to a spe- 
cial part of DOS, a routine whose number 
is 2Ih, and when this routine is futished, 
control returns to the next line of the pro- 
gram, the INT 20 at address 106. This is 
shown in Figure 12. (Remember, this is a 
simplified view of INT. Actually, the INT 
instruction involves a transfer to a special 
address called an “interrupt vector,” 
which in turn transfers control to the rou- 


As with the MOV instruction, you can 
ignore, at least for the moment, a lot of the 
material in Figure 13. 

The Display Output Function 

What does this special DOS routine 
number 21h do? That depends, as we’ll 
see below, on the number in the AH reg- 
ister at the time we execute the INT 2 1 . 
Routine 2 1 h is a sort of switchyard, which 
will route us to a number of different DOS 
functions, depending on the number in 
AH. In our case, we want to display a 
character on the screen, so we put the 
number 2 in the AH register. DOS routine 
number 2 lb will then transfer control to 
the Display Output function, which writes 
a single character on the screen. 

This Display Output routine is one of 
the famous DOS functions. For the time 
being, the important things to know about 
them are that they are assembly language 


in memory when you need them) and that 
they are all reached by executing an INT 
21h instruction, with different values in 
the AH register. 

Your program must do three things to 
cause the Display Output function to actu- 
ally display a character. 

First, it must put the numeric value of 
the character to be displayed into the DL 
register. The numeric value for the happy 
face is 1 . (It’s like an ASCII value, except 
that for special characters like the happy 
face it’s not really ASCII, it’s a code IBM 
invented.) So the first instruction in our 
program puts Olh into the DL register. 

The second thing the Display Output 
function needs is to have the number 2 put 
into the AH register, as we explained 
above. This is the number that tells the 
operating system that we want the Display 
Output funaion and not some other func- 
tion (like the Keyboard Input or Print 


tine. However, the effect is much the same 
as we’ve shown.) 


routines built into the PC-DOS operating 
system (so that they ate always available 


String functions). 

The third thing our program has to do is 


OSFl .’OlOO B201 MOV DL. 01 

I I ( 

t t I 

I ! \ take this number 

• I 

( I 

\ I and MOVe it into 

I 

\ tha DL register 


Figure 9: The program's first instruction. MOV DL.Ol, occupies memory locations 100 and lOI. 
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MATHEMATICS SERIES 

The Series Includes These 4 Programs; 

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS I: This menu driven program 
performs LINEAR REGRESSION analysis, deter- 
mines the mean, standard deviation and plots the 
frequency distribution of user-supplied data sets. 

I NUMERICAL ANALYSIS: HI-RES 2-Dimen5ional plot of 
any function. Automatic scaling At your option, 
the program will plot the function, plot the 
INTEGRAL, plot the DERIVATIVE, determine the 
ROOTS. MAXIMA. MINIMA and INTEGRAL VALUE 

MATRIX; A general purpose, menu driven program 
for determining the INVERSE and DETERMINANT of 
any matrix, as well as the SOLUTION to any set of 
SIMULTANEOUS LINEAR EQUATIONS. 

3-D SURFACE PLOTTER: Explore the ELEGANCE and 
BEAUTY of MATHEMATICS by creating Hf-RES 
PLOTS of 3-dimensional surfaces from any i- 
variable equations. Hidden line or transparent 
plotting. 

For APPLE II (46K) and IBM PC (64K) S50.00 







BUSINESS SOFTWARE SERIES 

Both Programs SZ50.00 

A user-friendly yet comprehensive double-entry 
accounting system employing screen-oriented 
data input forms, extensive error-trapping, data 
validation and special routines for high speed 
operation. The series includes these two modules: 

GENERAL LEDGER: A complete accounting system 
with these features: 

• Up to 500 accounts and 500 transactions per 
month. 

• Interactive on-screen transaction journal. 

• Produces these reports: 

Transactions Journal Balance Sheet 

Account Ledgers Account Listings 

Income Statement 

For APPLE II and IBM PC $150.00 

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 


MICROLOGIC 

An interactive graphics program for designing and 
simulating digital logic systems. Using the built-in 
graphics module, the user creates a logic diagram 
consisting of AND. OR. NAND. NOR. EX-OR. D. T. JK 
FLIP FLOP and powerful 16 pin user-defined MACRO 
functions. A typical page of a logic diagram looks 
like this: 



Tne system provides on-screen editors for 
NETWORKS/MACROS DATA CHANNELS. CLOCK 
WAVEFORMS and GATES GATE attributes include 
DELAY. TRUTH TABLE. NAME and I/O clocking 



The system is available for Apple II and IBM PC 
computers A non-graphics version is available for 
CP/M 2.2 It uses the network editor to create 
netlists and text printer plots to display simulation 
results All versions require 2- 5 1/4" disk drives. 

For APPLE II. IBM PC (192K) and CP/M (70K) $450.00 
MANUAL & DEMO DISKETTE $50 00 


PERSONAL FINANCE MASTER 

The premier personal and small business financial 
system Covering all types of accounts including 
check registers, savings, money market, loan, 
credit card and other asset or liability accounts, the 
system has these features: 


MICRO-CAP 

Microcomputer Circuit Analysis Program 

Tired of trial & error circuit design? Analyze and 
debug your designs before you build them. With 
MICRO-CAP you simply sketch your circuit diagram 
on the CRT screen and run an AC. DC or TRANSIENT 
ANALYSIS. Your circuit may consist of RESISTORS. 
CAPACITORS. INDUCTORS. DIODES. BATTERIES. 
BIPOLAR or MOS TRANSISTORS. OPAMPS TRANS- 
FORMERS. and SINSUSOIDAL or USER-DEFINED 
TIME DEPENDENT VOLTAGE SOURCES MICRO-CAP 
can analyze any such network containing up to 40 
separate nodes. Includes a user controlled MACRO 
library for modelling complex components such as 
OPAMPS and Transistors 



For APPLE II and IBM PC computers A non-graphics 
version using an on-screen editor to enter networks 
and text printer plots to display simulation results 
is available for CP/M (2.2- 5 1/4‘ SSSD) systems 
Requires 2 disk drives 

For APPLE II. IBM PC (192K} and CP/M (70K) $475.00 
MANUAL and DEMO DISKEHE $50 00 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: All programs are supplied 
on disk and run on Apple II (64K) or IBM PC (126K) 
with a single disk drive unless otherwise noted. 
Detailed instructions included. Orders are shipped 
within 5 days. Card users include card number. Add 
S2 50 postage and handling with each order. 
California residents add 6 1/2% sates tax. Foreign 
orders add $5.00 postage and handling per product. 


A flexible system with these features 

• Up to 500 accounts and up to 500 invoices per 
diskette. 

• Prints invoices, customer statements & 
address labels. 

• Interfaces to General Ledger. 

• Interactive screen-based invoice work sheet. 

• Produces these reports 

Aged Receivables 
Sales Analysis 
Account Listings 
Customer Balances 

For APPLE II and IBM PC . .. (2 DRIVES) .. $150 00 


Handles 25 Asset/Liability Accounts 
Monthly Transaction Reports 
Budgets Income & Expense 
Reconciles to Bank Statements 
Prints Checks & Mailing Labels 
Automatic Year-End Rollover 
Prepares a Net Worth Reports 
Searches for Transactions 
Handles Split Transactions 
User-Friendly Data Entry Forms 
Fast Machine Language Routines 
Extensive Error Trapping 
HI-RES Expense/Income Plots 
For APPLE It and IBM PC $75 00 



SPECTRUM 

SOFTWARE 

690 W. Fremont Ave.. Suite F 
Sunnyvale. CA 94087 



FOR PHONE ORDERS: 

(408)738-4387 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 






ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE 


Getting Started with Assembly Language 

Given sufficient motivation and the right equipment, assembly language isn’t 
much harder to learn than other computer languages. And none of them can 
touch it for raw speed and power. 


A ssembly language is the fastest and 
most powerful language available 
for computers. It is essential in programs 
where pure speed of operation is impor- 
tant, such as graphics, stating, and sus- 
tained number-cmnching. It is also the 
only language that can make use of all of 
a particular machine's hardware fea- 
tures. With higher-level languages, such 
as BASIC or Pascal, the programmer is 
always insulated from the computer by 
the language itself — you can only do 
what the writers of the language decided 
you should be able to do, so inevitably 
you cannot tap the full power of the com- 
puter. Assembly language, in spite of its 
reputation, is actually not too much hard- 
er to learn than any other computer lan- 
guage, provided that it is presented grad- 
ually and easily. 

The relative difficulty of assembly 
language is accounted for by its con- 
creteness. 

Unlike the more abstract higher-level 
languages such as BASIC and Pascal, 
assembly language operates on a very 
concrete level. It deals with bits, bytes, 
words (two bytes side by side), regis- 
ters — which are physical places in the 
microprocessor where bytes and words 
are stored — and memory locations, 
which have specific numerical addresses 
and specific physical locations in the 
memory chips inside the PC. Higher- 
level languages can run on a variety of 
different computers, but programs writ- 
ten in assembly language ate specific to a 
particular microprocessor chip and, in 
many cases, to the specific computer that 
contains the chip as well. 

Why learn assembly language on the 
IBM PC? If you are interested in writing 


programs for commercial u.se. the 
answer is obvious: The IBM enjoys 
unprecedented sales growth. If you write 
a popular program for the PC, you are 
guaranteed one of the largest markets in 
the personal computer field. In addition 
to financial ambition, of course, you 
may be motivated purely by inlellecmal 
curiosity. 

Getting Started 

The amount of memory you need 
depends on which assembler you want to 
use. MASM (Macro ASseMbler), is a 
full-scale assembler with all the bells and 
whistles. Its less sophisticated cousin 
ASM (sometimes called the Small 
A.ssembler) is a more modest version 
that leaves out some of MASM’s more 
advanced features, such as macros and 
conditional assembly, and as a conse- 
quence requires considerably less mem- 
ory space. 

If you use MASM, you’ll need a 
minimum of 96K, though you’ll find that 
1 28K is more useful. ASM will run on a 
64K system if you are using PC-IX)S 
version 1 .0 or 1.1 (although again you 
will probably be happier with 96K or 
128K). However, if you are using IX)S 
2.0, then you will need a minimum of 
96K, with 128K being preferable. 

You can use any of the display 
options available on the PC. And while 
it’s very nice to have a printer, it’s not 
absolutely necessary. 

Along with your IBM PC. you’ll 
want to have the Technical Reference 
manual, which is available from IBM. In 
addition, in order to create the source 
files for assembly language programs 
you’ll need some sort of word-process- 


ing program (any of the popular word- 
processing programs will do). Add to 
this a text-editing program, which is one 
of the utility programs that comes with 
PC-DOS. Called EDLIN (for EDit 
LlNes), it is adequate for short pro- 
grams. 

Many computers claim to be ’’IBM 
compatible,” meaning that they will tun 
the same software (and in some cases use 
the same hardware) as the PC, So do you 
absolutely have to have an IBM PC? 
Maybe not — it depends on the particular 
computer you have, since there ate var- 
ious degrees of compatibility. As a mini- 
mum you need a computer that runs the 
MS-DOS operating system from which 
PC-DOS. the system used on the PC, is 
derived. 

Along with PC-DOS you get a num- 
ber of utility programs that are referred to 
in IBM’s documentation as ‘‘external 
routines” (to distinguish them from the 
“internal functions” built right into the 
PC-DOS program). One of these pro- 
grams is DEBUG, which is used to mon- 
itor, debug, and edit assembly language 
programs. Learning to use it is vital to an 
understanding of assembly language. 

Writing with DEBUG 

There are two major ways to write 
short assembly language programs on 
the IBM PC. The first way is to u.se the 
assembler program ASM or its more 
sophisticated cousin MASM, The other 
way is to use DEBUG. DEBUG is not 
really an assembler program. Its primary 
use is for “debugging” (that is, fixing 
the errors in) assembly language pro- 
grams. But you can write short assembly 
language programs with DEBUG. 
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Memory 

Memory 

1 


The hex number from 





/ 

/ 

the 80^. "Take the 




$11 


/ 

constant from the following 
memory location and put it 
in the DL register 




FC 


/ 




FD 


/ 




FE 


/ 


Why would you want to? First. 



FF 

$11 

/ 

DL register 

DEBUG is a much easier program to 



100 

B2 

/ 

^ <\ 4^ A 

operate than the ASM or MASM assem- 
bler programs. To type in and execute a 



101 

01 

p 

~in'p==4 >f 1/ 



102 

B4 

/ 

w 1' 

program using DEBUG requires calling 


The 

103 

02 

/ 

Here’s the constant 01 
moving from location 101 to 
the DL register 

up only DEBUG itself. Using an assem- 


program 

104 

CD 

/ 

bier, on the other hand, involves using a 



105 

21 

/ 

text-editor, the a.s.sembler itself, a pro- 



106 

CD 

/ 


gram called LINK, and often another 



107 

20 

/ 


program called EXE2BIN. Each of these 



108 

$X2 

/ 


programs requires a rather complex 



109 


/ 


series of commands to make it work. 



lOA 


/ 


The second advantage is that pro- 



tOB 


/ 


grams written with DEBUG require less 



IOC 


/ 


"overhead than those written with the 



lOD 


/ 


assembler. This overhead comes in the 



lOE 


/ 


form of program statements that must 
appear in the ASM "source file," but 



I OF 


/ 




$X2 


/ 


are not necessary in DEBUG — so by 




' 


using DEBUG you avoid having to start 
your day with a lot of incomprehensible 
program lines. 

Third, using DEBUG puts you in 
closer contact with what is really going 
on in your computer. Besides being use- 
ful for assemblying programs, DEBUG 
is also used to examine and modify 
memory locations; to load, store, and 
start programs; and to examine and mod- 
ify legi.sters (reserved storage areas). In 
other words. DEBUG is designed to put 
us in touch with various physical features 
of the IBM PC. 

DEBUG has features that make it 
possible to get down to the most funda- 
mental level of your computer's opera- 
tion (short of opening up the cover and 
probing about with meters and oscillo- 
scopes). Sooner or later, if you write pro- 
grams in as.sembly language, you're 
going to have to leam to use DEBUG. 

— Barbara Kra.sno(T 


Figure 10: The operation of the MOV DL.Ol instruction. 

execute the INT 21 instruction itself, so 
that control will be transferred to the oper- 
ating system, which will then look in the 
AH register to ftguie out what we want to 
do, namely, display a character. 

As we do with assembly language 
instructions, we’re going to summarize 
each IX)S function in a box. In the case of 
DOS functions, however, most of the con 
tents of the box should be familiar to you. 

The instructions that make up the Dis- 
play Output routine are not in the same 
place in memory as our program (see Fig- 
ure 14). In fact, we actually don’t know 
where they are, and we don’t need to 
know. The hardware in the 8088 will take 
cate of transferring control hom the CD2 1 
instruction in our program to the begin- 
ning of the operating system, and then get- 
ting back to our program when the oper- 
ating system has told the Display Ouhnit 

routine to print the character from the DL 
register. 

Whew — what a lot of complexity in 
one little instruction. Perhaps Figure IS 
will help make it clearer. 

The Program Terminate Interrupt 

The last instruction in the program is 
another INT instruction, this time to DOS 
routine number 20h. 

08F1:0106 CD20 INT 20 

This routine is much simpler than DOS 
routine number 2lh, in that there’s only 
one thing it can do. Therefore, you don’t 
have to put anything in any of the registers 
before you call it. The routine is called the 
Program 1'erminate Interrupt (see Figure 
16). Its job is to ensure that, when a "user 
program” (such as the one we’ve just 
written) has finished executing, it correct- 
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At BPI, our accounting software has always taken care of business. 
With ten accounting programs in use at over 1 00,000 businesses 
worldwide, it’s no wonder we’re known as the most powerful soft- 
ware in business. And now, we’ve created a series of productivity 
tools for personal use as well. 

Powerful business software that comes home. 

Introducing the Personal Series. The strength of our business 
software in programs that you can use at home. A Personal 
I Investing program. And Personal Accounting. Systems that will 
organize your personal finances — and maybe even help increase 
them. There’s also a Speed Reading program that can teach you to 
read up to 1 ,000 words per minute in 9 easy lessons. 

^ How to increase your yield. 

The BPI Productivity Series. A Business Analyst program. And an 
Information Management program — a flexible data base system that 
allows you to write your own reports and expand your ability to 
store, search, retrieve and compare iarge amounts of information. 
The world of BPI. 

BPI provides the number one selling accounting 
software for IBM and APPLE computers. BPI’s 
new CP/M versions now make these products 
available for virtually all top selling personal com- 
puters. With the BPI Business Series, Productiv- 
^ ity Series, and Personal Series, you can improve 
i your productivity at home as well as at the office. 
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Quadram presents 
QuadDisk. The new 
hard-disk system. 

QuadDisk gives you maximum 
storage capacity in the limited 
space you've got. Turning your 
IBM ''' Personal Computer. PC 
XT. Compaq.'' Chameleon.* or 
Eagle* computer into a micro 
powerhouse. 

Choose from 6 to TZIVIB 
Fully Integral 

QuadDisk comes in 6. 12. 20. 
27. or 72 megabyte capacities. 
All integral to the computer 
for fast, convenient data ac- 
cess. And for added flexibility, 
there's QuadDisk with remov- 
able cartridges. For up to 6MB 
on-line storage plus added 
data security. (Not to mention 
virtually unlimited 
off-line storage.) 


Keep your personal 
computer personal 

QuadDisk delivers all this 
power without turning your 
computer into a main frame. 
QuadDisk is compact. It installs 
in the same space as your 
floppy unit to become part of 
your system. Ready to work 
with your system. 

By showing off its power, not 
its size, it keeps your personal 
computer personal, 

Winchester technology 
made easy 

But for all its power, this is one 
memory system that doesn't 
forget you're human. So 
QuadDisk comes with a virtual 
memory (RAM Drive) and a 
print spooler. Plus. QuadDisk's 
File Utility. To copy, rename, 
erase, and execute programs 
straight from a menu. 
Without using complex 
DOS commands. 


QuadDisk comes complete 
with disk controller board for 
total system integration. 


Quadram Quality 

Every QuadDisk comes 
stamped with the Quadram 
Quality seal. The mark of de- 
pendability and performance 
from the leader in microcom- 
puter enhancements. So visit 
your local computer retailer 
today. Ask to see QuadDisk in 
action. When a little space is 
all you have. 

QuadDisk by 
Quadram 
is all 

you need. 


QuadDisk features removable 
cartridges which give you unlimited 
off-line storage. It's Winchester 
technology made easy. 


QUADRAM 

CORPORATION 


•1355 Intornattoual Blvd Norcross G.i 30093 
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*IBM Personal Computer and PC XT are registered trademarks 
ol the International Business Machine Corporation Compaq is 
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product of Eagle Computer. Inc. 
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ly transfers control back to DOS or 
DEBUG, whichever is being used to run 
the program (in this case DEBUG). 

Thus, the INT 20 instruction is very 
similar to a STOP or END instruction in 
higher-level languages. When the INT 20 
instruction has done its work, control goes 
back to DEBUG, and you get the “pro- 
gram terminated normally” message and 
the DEBUG prompt. 

VARIATIONS ON A THEME 

Now that we have our program up and 
running, let’s try changing it a little here 
and there to see what happens. This should 
give you more understanding of how the 
program works. 

Printing Different Characters 

What modifications to this program do 
you think we would need to make it dis- 
play some other character, say the letter X, 
instead of the happy face? That’s right: all 
we need to do is change the first line, so 
that instead of MOV(ing) a 1 (the happy- 
face code) into the DL register, whynove a 
S8h, which is the ASCII code (tSf X. 

Assuming that your program is still in 
memory (if it's not, type it in again with A 
or E), use U to look at it again: 

-UlOO 107 

08F1:0100 B201 MOV DL.Ol 

08F1:0102 B402 MOV AH, 02 

08F1:0104 CD21 INT 21 

08F1 :0106 CD20 INT 20 

All we need to do is change I byte in 
this program to make it print an X. That’s 
the 01 at location 101. We could do this 
using A and simply assemble a new 
instruction, 

MOV DL,58 

right over the top of the old one at location 
1(X). But since we only need to change 1 
byte, let’s use the E command instead. 

We want to change the byte at location 
101 from 01 to 58h, so we enter E fol- 
lowed by that address (see Figure 17). 

Since we want to put only 1 byte into 



« 

MOV 

Instruction Moves byte or word 


* 


from/ to r eg i star /memory /immed late 

* 

* 



* 

* 

Move 

immediate value to register 

« 

» 


MOV DLr 01 i byte 

« 

« 


MOV AXf 1234 I word 

« 

* 



« 


Move 

immediate value to memory 

« 

« 


MOV MBYTE. 12 i byte 

« 

« 


MOV MMORD. 1234 i word 

« 

* 



« 

» 

Move 

Register to Register 

« 

* 


MOV DL. BL ibyte 

» 

« 


MOV AX. BX } word 





» 

« 

Move 

Register to Memory 


« 


MOV MBYTE. BL ibyte 

« 

« 


MOV MWORD. OX iword 

« 

•» 



« 

« 

Move 

Memory to Register 

• 



MOV CH. MBYTE2 ibyte 

» 

* 


MOV AX. MW0RD4 i word 

» 

« 



« 

* 

Flags affected: none 

« 




« 

«**«***«««»«*«****«*»**»«*«*«««»*«««•«»««»««««»»»«•«••*» 


Figure 11: Summary of the MOV instruction. 


Step 1: CD2I is executed, and the CD21 
instruction tells the 8088, ‘ ‘Get your next 
instruction front routine it2l " 

Step 2: Routine 21 is run and when finished, it 
tells the 8088 to gel its next instruction from the 
location following CD2I 
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Step 3: The microprocessor returns to the next 
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Figure 12: Operation of the INT 21 instruction. 
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memory, we press Enter immediately fol- 
lowing the byte. 

So we’ve changed the 01 to a S8h. If 
we list the program again with U, we’ll see 
the change incotporated in it: 

-UlOO 107 

08F1:0100 B258 MOV DL.58 
08F1:0102 B402 MOV AH. 02 
08F1:0104 CD21 INT 21 
08F1:0106 CD20 INT 20 

Now if we nm it again with G, we 
should see an X displayed on the 
screen: 


Program terminated normally 

Not bad! It worked again. By looking 
up the ASCn values of various characters, 
you can change the progiam to print 
whichever one you want. 


The Endless Loop 

Let’s do one more variation on this pro- 
gram. Suppose instead of printing one 
character we wanted to print a whole 
series of the same character. How would 
we modify the program to do that? It’s not 
hard: We put a “jump” instruction at the 
end of the program that takes us to the 
beginning, so that our Display Output 
function will be repeated over and over. 

Let’s also go back to the happy face — 
it’s more upbeat than the X. Put the num- 
ber 01 back into location 101: 

-ElOl 

08F1:0101 58.1 

to restore the happy face. 

Now we’U install a new instruction in 
our program. This instruction goes at the 
end of the program, overlaying the INT 20 
instruction at location 106. It’s a “jump” 
to the beginning of the program, at loca- 


tion 100, so the program becomes an end- 
less loop. 

If you’re using DOS version 2, enter 
A 106, and when the address is printed, 
enter IMP 100. Then on the next line, hit 
Enter again to go back to DEBUG. 

-A106 

08F1:0106 JMP 100 

08F1:0108 

If you’re running DOS version 1, 
you’ll have to type in the hex code for this 
instruction using E (see Figure 18). The 
hex code is EBF8h. 

Now disassemble the program to make 
sure it looks right: 

-UlOO. 106 

08F1:0100 B201 MOV DL.Ol 

08F1:0102 B402 MOV AH. 02 

08F1:0104 CD21 INT 21 

08F1:0106 EBF8 JMP 0100 

(coH/intifJ) 


«««*« 

* INT Instruction 


Calls a routin* pointotf to * 
by an inttrrupt vector * 


« Control is transferred uiith an indirect call 

* through any of the 296 interrupt vectors 

* located from absolute address OOOOOh to 

« OOAOOh. The address of the routine* in 

« segment: offset form* must be in the vector 

* 

e Control is returned to the calling program from 

* the routine uiith the IRET instruction 

« 

* Flags affected: IF* TF 


Figure 13: Summary of the INT instruction. 


I DISPLAY OUTPUT Function Call 


Number 02h (2d) 


Enter uiith: Reg AH • 2 

Reg DL » ASCII value of character 

Execute: INT 21 

Return uiith: character displayed on screen 

Comments: CTRL-BREAK causes exit from function 


Figure 14: Summary of the Display Output routine. 
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With ABM's complete line of PC enhance- 
ment produds, you can build a better PC. 

ABM Superboard™ provides zero to 384K 
bytes of RAM memory, serial port, parallel 
port, IBM or Apple compatible game port, 
and clock/calendar with battery backup 
and external alarm feature. ABM Superset 
utility software allows you to configure 
part of memory for print spooling, so you can 
continue computing while your printer is 
busy, and for RAM disk, which emulates a 
disk drive and dramatically Increases your 
produaivity. 

OmnIboard'" provides up to two serial 
ports, parallel port, clock/calendar with 
battery backup, Apple compatible game 
port, and Superset utility software. 

MEM 512™ memory board provides 64K 
to 512K bytes of field-upgradeable RAM 


memory on a single board. ABM Superset 
utility software Is Included. 

Col-Mon™ ABM's color to monochrome 
adapter permits display of full text and 
graphics from the IBM PC color graphics 
board on the monochrome monitor. 

ICP Board™ Intelligent Communications 
Processor is the leading edge solution 
for remote PC to IBM mainframe communi- 
cations. Utilizing a ZBO-B microprocessor 
with 64K bytes of RAM memory to run 3274/ 
3276/3278 emulation software. It elimi- 
nates the need for an IBM cluster controller, 
and maintains the host link during local 
PC processing. ICP cluster capability allows 
attachment of up to 12 more PC's, offering 
unparalleled cost advantages. 

Universal Comm Adapters ABM's dual 
channel comm adapters can support 
ASYNCH, BSC, SOLC, HDLC, X.25, and Other 


communications protocols. 3270 SNA/5DLC 
support for PS-SC2 is available from ABM. 

Warranty All of ABM's products are 
rigidly tested and burned in. This allows us 
to offer a complete one-year warranty 
at no additional charge. Check our features, 
our quality-then ask your PC dealer for 
Personality Series products from ABM Com- 
puter Systems. 

Dealer and OEM Inquiries welcome. 

Jim 

ABM Computer Systems 

3 Whatney, Irvine, Caiifc^nia 92714 
(714) 859-6531 TWX 292427 ABM UR 
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the leader in integrated decision support 
and data processing software. 

Ten programs, each separately available, make the IT series 
the most comprehensive and flexible software system on the 
market for MS-EKDS based personal computers. 

Non-computer professionals will find IT easy to use. 
All programs are menu-driven and make extensive use of 
help screens. And for the DP professional, ITSoftware 
programs meet the kinds of operational data processing 
requirements that are now justified by the low cost of 
today’s microcomputer hardware and software. 

Whatever your requirements, you’ll discover that 
ITSoftware meets mote of your needs. 

KeepIT™ keeps IT together. 

At the heart of the I’TSoftware series is KeepIT, a 
menu-driven, relational data base manager that acts as the 
core module through which all other software is integrated. 
Only a full data base management program like KeepIT can 
provide the flexibility of data entry, file transfer, records 
maintenance, report generation and file management 
capabilities needed to fully utilize the data calculation and 
presentation strengths of spreadsheet, graphics and word 
processing programs. 

KeepIT’s comprehensive design greatly extends the 
ability to transfer information from one program to another. 
Not just for a few numbers, but for entire data files. KeepIT 
also allows you to specify calculations on the data base and 
have the results transferred to a spreadsheet or graphics 
program. 

Best of all, you don’t have to replace your current 
software to take advantage of ITSoftware’s advanced 
capabilities. Use them both. KeepIT also comes equipped 
with interfaces to most other popular micro-based soBware. 

Other members of the ITSoftwate series include: 
CalcIT” *: 3-D spread sheet program. 

LinkIT™: asynchronous communications package. 
PassIT™: 3270 file transfer facility. 

EditIT” program editor with mouse management. 
SortlT” *: sort/merge utility. 

StatIT™ : MathStat™ program. 

WritIT™ : our release of MultiMate” for word 
processing. 

ShOWIT ™ : graphics and drawing program. 

SendIT” for remote presentation of ShowIT slides. 


ITSoftware 

RAMIS U is a registered trademark of Mathematica Products Group, 
MathStat is a trademark of Mathematica Policy Research. MuitiMate is a 
trademark of Softword Systems. The IT series product names are 
trademarics of ITSoftware. 



Buy IT. 

ITSoftwate . . . ask for IT by name. For more 
information, call toll-free (800) 222-0592. In New 
Jersey: (609) 799-2600. Or write to ITSoftwate, P.O. 
Box 2392, Princeton, New Jersey 08540. We’ll send you 
a free brochure. 
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MORE VERSATILITY. 


With all the necessary features built into 
the main unit, the four expansion slots can be 
used for your special needs. For example, color 
or our optional 10MB hard disk. 


g> corona 

data systems^ inc. 


Portable or desktop, 
you're way ahead when 
you pick up CORONA PC'" 

Because we give you 
everything you've ever 
wanted in an IBM' -com- 
patible PC and more. 

For a great deal less. 

COMPATIBLE AND MORE. 

Our systems run all 
software that conforms 
to IBM PC programming standards. And the 
most popular software does. 

We deliver twice the memory, with room 
for eight times as much. 

We deliver a fast-access 320K floppy 
drive, a communication port and an improved 
IBM PC keyboard with indicator lights. 

Our systems include high-resolution 
monitors (12" desktop, 9" portable) for 
crisper, cleaner displays, and both have built-in 
high-resolution graphics (640 x 325). 

You get a complete system, ready 
to go to work. 


MORE SPEED. 

Our RAM-disk 
software gives you tem- 
porary disk-type storage 
that works many times 
faster than disks. 

PLUS SOFTWARE. 

Our systems come 
with the operating 
system: MS-DOS.^ A pro- 
gramming language: 

GW BASIC.^ A training course: PC Tutor.^ A 
professional word processor: MultiMate.* Plus 
DOS utilities and demonstration programs. 

Or you can get the p-System= from N.C.I. and 
write or run portable Pascal packages. 

ALL FOR A GREAT DEAL LESS. 

Even with all the extra features and 
performance, our systems still cost signifi- 
cantly less than the equivalent IBM PC. 

Drop by your nearest CORONA PC 

dealer for a very convincing 
demonstration. Or contact 
us at 31324 Via Colinas, 
Westlake Village, CA 91361. 
(213) 991-1 144 or (800) 
621-6746 toll-free. Telex 
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76066 CDS NL. 

©Corona Data Systems 1963. 1. TM International 
Business Machines. 2. TM Microsoft. 3. TM 
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The JMP Instruction 

Again, we’ie showing a box (Figure 
19) containing the summary of the JMP 
instruction. You can ignore most of it at 
this point. 

Let’s look at the JMP instmction a little 
more closely to see how JMP 1(X) gets 
assembled into EBF8. You don't need to 
remember the details of this process, but it 
will give you some idea of what 
DEBUG’S A command (or the assembler) 
has to figure out to arrive at the correct 
machine language equivalent of a particu- 
lar assembler language instruction. 

The fust two hex digits that make up 
the instruction are EB, which is the code 
for a “short” jump. What does the F8 
mean? You might expect to see the 
address 1 00 that we’re jumping to, but yrxi 
don’t. This is because the jump is a rela- 
tive jump. Instead of using the address 
of the place we’re going to jump to, 
JMP uses the distance away [from the 
current location] of the place to be 
jumped to. 

Even after yrxi know this, the F8 still 
doesn’t make much sense. There are two 
reasons for this. The first is that since the 
jump is backwards, the number of bytes 
that need to be jumped is negative. If we 
were going to jump forward 8 bytes, the 
instruction would simply be EB08. But 
since we’re going to jump backward 8 
bytes, we form a negative number by sub- 
tracting 8 from 00. If y<Hi had FF and add- 
ed 1 to it, you’d get 00. So if you have 
00 and you subtract I from it, you 
get FF. Subtract 1 again and you get FE. 
Counting down until you’ve subtracted 1 


eight times gives you FD, FC, FB, 
FA, F9, F8. 

But what have we jumped 8 bytes 
from! This brings us to the second reason 
the F8 is confusing; It doesn’t tell you to 
jump 8 bytes from the jump instruction 
itself, it tells you to jump 8 bytes from the 
byte following the jump instruction. That 
would be from location 108 to location 


l(X), which is in fact 8 bytes. Expressed 
arithmetically, this looks like 

lOOh - 108h = F8h 

Fortunately the A command (and the 
assembler programs ASM or MASM) do 
all these tedious calculations for us, so that 
we don’t even have to think about the 
hexadecimal representations of instmc- 
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Rgure 15: The operating system and related functions. Control shifts from the program to 
the operating system to the Display Output routine and then back to the program. 


Nufflbtr; non* 


PROGRAM TERMINATE Interrupt 

Enter with: 

Eiecute: INT 20 

Return with: control returned to supervisor program: 

DOS or DEBUG 

I 

«««*«««««*«««»«*«««««««*«««««««««*«*««««««***«•«*«*««*««*«*«•*««« 


Figure 16: The Program Terminate Interrupt instruction. 
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tions — unless something goes wrong. 

DOS version 1 users are at a disadvan- 
tage here, since they have no easy way to 
start with the assembly language mnemon- 
ics and end up with the machine language 
numbers, at least not using DEBUG. 
Thus, if version I users were trying to fig- 
ure out the hex equivalent of the JMP 100 
instruction so they could type it in, they’d 
either need to go through the calculation 


just described, or else try to figure it out by 
trial and error, guessing a number and then 
using U to see if it were right. 

Out of the Endless Loop 

Have you waited all this time to try the 
new program? Good — that shows admira- 
ble restraint. 

Try it now. Enter the G command: 

-G 


Wow — look how fast the screen filled 
up with happy faces! All right, now stop 
the program. How do you do that? Just hit 
Ctrl-Break (the Ctrl and Break keys 
together) as you would for any other pro- 
gram, and presto, we're back in DEBUG. 
This is possible because the Display Out- 
put function is programmed to look for 
Ctrl-Break at the same time it's printing 
characters on the screen. We can thus tell 

(comtimueJ) 

old values 


I ; 

-el06 ! I 

04B5;0106 CD. EB 20. F8 
1 I 

} I 


new values 

Figure 18; Installing a "jump” to the 
beginning of the program to create an 
endless loop, using DOS version I. 


-elOl < enter "e" and the address 

OSFl.OlOl 01.58 < type '’58'' 


_pre5s ENTER here 


old value 


Figure 17: Changing the byte at location lOl from 01 to 58h using the E command. 
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instruction acu/ you can learn by listing PC-Showoff! programs. But a warning, PC- 
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Ei^oy and learn about graphics and sound 
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SoftStyle' 


Suite 205 0ept.C. 7192 KalarManaole Hwyt 
Honolulu. Hawaii 96825 Phone; (806) 396-6368 
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IMPROVE YOUR PC MEMORY 


Now yoQ can organize yoor copies of 


PC MAGAZINE 


Now youi magazmes can be a handsome addition to 
youi decor, wdl organized, and easy to find, thanks to 
these duiaUe library-quality cases or binders 
They re made i^ hixury-k>dc leatherette over high- 
quality binder board And both styles are custom-de- 
signed for this or any other magazine 
you save, with size, color and imprmt 
selected by the publisher FREE 
transfer foil included for marking dales 
and volumes 
MagasiBc biaden 
bdds your issues on indnndual snap- in 
rods, combming them into one wdim 
$7 95 each; 3 fcs $22.50; 6 foe $42 50 Mund 
Odes OK (or quantity pnew 
Open-back caata 
store youi issues Icsiodividua) 
reterrmce $6 95 each. 3 for 
$19 75. 6 fcv $37 SO Mixed 
aties om fcs quantity prKes 


QnN]only20I-54CM)44S) 

rpcl^GAZINT 

I P.O. Box 5120.J’Madeiphi& PA 19141 

I - 

I 



■"I 


Please send: □ Cases □ Buiders 
TITLE 

PC Magazine 

Other— 


■AddSlOO 

per order for postage and handling Outside USA add 
$2 SO per tffur ordered, send US funds only. 

□ CBAZOC (Minunum $10) □ Amsican Express 

□MasterCard □ Vm 

I Card Dale 

I 

I Print Name . ,, 


J City/Stale/Zip 

I itesidents at PA add 6% sales tax 


:j 
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ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE 


it, “Stop! Don’t print that character — I 
want to get back to DEBUG!” 

When you escape from your program 
back to DEBUG, you’ll get a display like 
Figure 20. 

Don’t worry about what all this means 
at this point. You might note, however, 
that the last line of the display contains one 
of the instmctions from your program, in 
this case the JMP 0100. This shows what 
instruction was being executed at the time 
you pressed the Ctrl and Break keys. 

Perhaps this is a good time to end this 
lesson in assembly language, with the 
screen (mostly) full of happy faces. ■ 

AX>0201 BX>=0000 CX=0000 DX=0001 SP-FFEE BP=0000 SI«0000 DI'OOOO 

DS-08F1 ES-08F1 SS=08F1 CS>=08F1 IP-0106 NV UP DI PL NZ NA PO NC 

08F1:0106 EBF8 JMP 0100 

Figure 20: Hitting Ctrl-Break returns you from your program loop to DEBUG and this screen display. 


•**«»•«•*«*•««««••«*«»•«••»«••*•««««*»»•••«*«*»*•*•«•»•• 

« 

JMP Instruction Jumps to n*w ffl*mortj location 

• 


Ml th in-segmant short jump, to aOtfrass within -128 


• 

to *127 bgtes 


• 

JMP NEAR_LABEL 

* 

• 

Ui th i n-sgment long Jump to addrass in same 

« 

* 

segment 

• 

* 

JMP NEAR_LABEL 

« 


Intersegment jump, to address in a different 

• 


segment 

♦ 


JMP FAR LABEL 


« 


« 

• 

The last two tgpes can also be "indirect jumps." 

* 

» 

that isi jumps to the memorg address contained 

• 

• 

in; a memorg address, a register, or a memorg 

* 

• 

address modified bg a register 

• 

• 

JMP WORD VAR 

« 

« 

JMP AX 

• 

» 

JMP ADDR_PTH CBX3 

* 


Figure 19: Summary of the JMP instruction. 


STOP! 

From the people who have brought tax help to Micromatic Programming Co. 

micro owners for years — now for the Cedar Comers Station 

IBM® PC— PROFESSIONAL TAX/FORECASTEr*. P.O. Box 16735 

The tax planner that can save you money! Stamford, CT 06905 

Only $99.95 — and it’s tax deductible! Tel: 203-968-0933 


®1983 *IBM is a registered trademark of International Business Machines Corp. 
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Accounting 
softwcae 
so perfect 

you'll 'wont to 
change it 
immediately 


It's perfect because you can 
change it. 

Which is one thing you can't 
do with canned account- 
ing programs. Instead, 
you're stuck doing 
bookkeeping their way. 

Well, rather than let 
your accounting soft- 
ware run your business, 
we suggest you run our 
business accounting 
software: Sensible Solu- 
tion Management. 

Straight out of the box, it's 
ready to get down to business 
with single-entry general ledger. 


accounts payable and receiv- 
able, payroD, inventory control 
and order entry. 


But instead of locking you 
in to our way of accounting, we 
also supply you with source 
code and The Sensible Solution 


Language so you can modify 
the program to take into account 
your needs. 

You can change it 
to use your business 
forms and checks. Work 
in your company's com- 
mission rates. Add 
space for your product 
codes. Or do just about 
anything else your way. 

So if you've got 
accounting software 
you can't change, change to the 
Sensible Solution. 

And kick the canned 
forever. 


Canned Accounting vs. 

The Sensible Solution 


The Typical 

Sensil^ 


Accountinq 

Solution 

Can the program be changed 

Package 

Mana^ment 

to suit special needs^ 

Can you use your business's 

No 

Yes 

existing forms? 

Is source code included 

No 

Yes 

in the program's price? 

Can you easily tranaer your data 

No 

Yes 

when you buy a new oomputer"^ No 

Yes 


The Sensible Solution- 

The Solution Programming Language for most single and multiuser operating systems is $695 (single-user) cr $995 (multi-user) with 

Accounting Moduli at $250eacdi For more information, write or call: O'Hanlon Computer Systems, 110^ Main Street, Bdlevue,WA98CX)4. 
Rione (206) 454-2261. Telex 152974. Dealer and distributor inquiries wdcome. 
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SuftfCalc For Iko 
IIM PC 
IKpt*. $17.M 
by Oesouiets. Uric 
ar)d Stitt 
Get the most out o1 
SuperCaic with this 
compMe sfld excellent 
manual. 
Order #«NN-X 
Wm. C. BroM 
PMlahofo 


A Crttk'a Guide to 
Sdfiware Fr fte IBM 
PC ltd PC 
CempatiBIt 

CawBetere 
2B4HI- t12 M 

by Phillip Good 
A complete and 
cnticti evaluation ot 
the most popular 
software packages for 
the PC. 

Older #7411-8 
Chtlteo Book Co. 




Oewi OtHoe Oatabeee 
DIreclery 
2B2 PBI- tIB H 
by Edelhart and Davies 
Omni editors create their 
first computer book, 
reviewing over 1000 
databases in 50 differem 
fields for the home 
computerlst 
Order #f7BBlB-l 
Collier Books/ 
Meeallleo 


How lo Bolld a 
Program 
341 gga. 319.B9 

by Jack Emmerichs 
Demonstrates the 
programming 
process, from initial 
idea to final program 
Examples In Basic 
and Pascal. 
Order #BBI-1 
dllimiwn Proas 




Centrolllof Floaiiciel 
NrlonMoeo for 
HmorProMa 
ZBB pga. S17.8B 
by Curtin and Alves 
Step-by-step guide to 
the popular 1-2-3 
fkianciid analysis 
program 
Gidm#7M 
Vaa Hoitraod 
RehiMd 



IMrododiig flia IBM 
pqr.; Mellloi Iht 
PeaiMrt 
110 tot 

Vprox. S12.BS 
Evarythirrg for the new 
or potential PCjr, 
owner, guide to 
software, hardware. 
BASIC, etc 
Ofdor #2tl17-1 
Howard W. Bams 


Ceotrollleg Fleaoclal 



Hlgber ProMs 
ITBggi. $15.60 
by Curtin. Alves and 
Briggs 

Pul your IBM PC and 
the VisiCalc program 
to work. A step-by- 
step compMe guide 

Order #87-1 Via 
Noetrood Roloiiold 



Word Procottloi end 

ioyood 

221 pga. $8.05 

by Fred Stem 
A complete and excetlent 
text on all the basics: 
hardware, software, 
networking, financing, 
glossary, ate 
Older #32-X 
Jota Mirir PobllcstloM 


Tke Addleoe-Wesley 


Softwaro 1SB4 
442 pga. $10.0$ 

by Wells, 
Rochowansky and 
Meftm 

Desenbes. evaluates 
and ranks hundreds 
of IBM and IBM- 
compatible 
programs 
Order #1B4BB4 
AddliM-Wesloy 



Using Yoor ISM PC 
328 pgs. $16.08 
by Lon Poole 
The complete and 
classic guide for the 
PC owner. 
Older #22M0-I 
Hewird W. Sams 



PASCAL Far tfie IBM 
PC 

408 pga. $15.18 

by Ted Lewis 
A thorough guide to 
unleashing the power 
of PASCAL with the 
power-packed IBM PC. 
Order #88484-7 
A d dlsee Wealev 



Tim PC DOS 
CempaeHm 
167 pgi. SIS.H 

by Muitha and Petrie 
Explains in dear, 
nontechnical language 
the operating system 
of the IBM PC For PC 
and PC XT, with 
reference summary. 
Order #22031-3 
Howard W. Sams 



8086 AtaemWer 



Uegeaie 

Preframming: Hit lOM 
PC 

235 pgs. $18.08 
by Wiilen and Kiantz 
Master assembly 
language programming 
and the PC's 8088 
microprocessor 
Oiddr#28K4-8 


Howard W. Sans 



Word Procatslei oe 
We IBM PC 
483 poa. 
approx $10.05 
by Danny Goodman 
Here is an in-depth, 
comprehensive guide 
to selecting software 
and pnnters for word 
processing on the 
IBM PC. 

Ofder#22m-4 
Howard W. Sams 



Prapartog for SAT: 
ISM PC, w/ 

48K $70.05 
Use the 470 page text. 
2 double smM 
diskettes and 50 page 
user's manual lo 
maximize your SAT 
preparation bme 
Order #811238-1 
Hetcemi Brace 
Jovioevick 



IBM PC Expaoetoa eed 
Softweri Guide 
880 pgs. $18.05 

by Due Corporation 
The definitive guide to 
software that every PC 
owner needs. 

Order #827-1 Oee 


Prwpremmtei the IBM 

PC: BASK 
207 ppl. 817.50 
by Neil Graham 
A comprehensive text 
on BASIC 
programming tor the 
PC owner With 
chapters on music and 
color graphics. 
OrOar #00007-1 
Heft Rafobart aed 
Wtetton 



UsIoo 1-2-3 
421 pga. $14.08 
by LeBiond and Cobb 
Take full advantage of 
the power and ot 1-2-3 
with this 
comprehensive 
manual 
Older #Ga8-7 Qea 



Antmalfon. Gamea. 
aed Soeed For Om 
IBM PC 
110 p|8. $18.05 
by Tony Fabbn 
Learn programming 
while you create 
animated images and 
arcade games with 
sound on your PC. 172 
programs. 
Order wesTtea-s 

Pmiiee Hall 



CP/M Far We IBM: 

Uetef CP/M-OO 
262 pgs. $14.06 

by Fernandez and Asfrtey 
This seit-iftstructional 
guide introduces you to 
the CP/M-86 op^ng 
system available for the 
IBM PC. 
Order #08710-1 
Joke Wiley end See*. 



Artilfxs 

City — State Zip _ 

Oty Order # Price Total 


Mail to Competer Bookshtll 

1434 N. Weill St. Chicago IL 80610 


Total order $ 

Illinois residents 

add 7% sales tax $ 

Shipping and handling $ 

Total enclosed S 

Visa. MasterCard. Check or Money order accepted 
- Visa Mastercard 

Card # Exp date 

Signature 


Or c8ii:1-8O0/82e-BOOK 

In Illinois call collect' 1-31 2/642-5045 


IBM PC. PCf PC XT vwCUc SupnCiK 1-2-3 CP M md CP«-a6 m rcgisu^ tridcmaru cX intmiUAH aumu M«mim VwCwp Serevn Corp loM Orveopmem Carp tnd Oww RtMutn mp pcweit PncH ed iveMM* phPikI id cnwie* 
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OUTSIDE NH; 

( 800 ) 


INSIDE NH; 

( 603 ) 


248-3150 

888-8560 


IBM® AND IBM® PC-COMPATIBLE PRODUCTS 


QUADRAM 


IBM PERSONAL 
COMPUTER 


■ 64K AAcmory 

• 2TandonTM-100-2, 

320K floppy drivM 

■ 1 floppy disk conIrolUr 

• 1 color grophks odoplor 

Slimlin* driy, hard dak driy 
cort/^wra/fbns aho ayilabh 

Call for PrkoM 


Quadboordt MuIttfuncHon beord 
forth* PCi 

■ 64K momory, fully oxpandabl* 
to 256K 

■ I Porallol Port 

■ I Asynchronous (RS232) Soria! 

Port 

■ Clock/colondor 

■ RAM Disk Drivo. . .SCoil 


MI«rofas*r: 

• Buffors from 6K to 64K 
(4*32+ Pogosofloxt) 

■ Uso with any printor, any computer 

■ ParalM/Porallol; Paroilol/Sorial; 
Sorial/Sorial avoilabi* 

• Computer while you print .SColl 


DISK DRIVES 

MAYNARD CONTROLLERS 

floppy Di$k CoMrolhf for IBM PC 

■ ParailalPort $179.00 

■ Serial Port $309.00 

DAVON6 HARD DISK DRIVES 

Internal or eitemal; 5, 10, 
t5,20M*oobrte* $Call 

SHUGART HALF HEIGHT 
DRIVES 

Now ovoiloble for your IIM Kl . . . $33S.OO 

TANDON DISK DRIVES 

TM-100-2, deubl^tided, double den s ity, 330KE 
SMCtAL $339.00 


PC COMPATIBLE 
COMPUTERS 


Compaq Portable 
Columbia Data System 

Call for qyototlon 


APPLE® AND APPLE-COMPATIBLE PRODUCTS 


DISK DRIVES 


MIcroKls 

A-40: High reliobility, 

iOdoio storage trodit .$Call 

Pewrth Dimension 

With Comrolter Cord $C*II 

WHhewt Centreller Cord $C*II 


Ren* Pleppy Disk Drives 

Elite I: 40 Trock $36S.OO 

Elite II: BO Track $433.00 

ElHellltlMTnidi $S4«.00 

DAVONO HARO DISK DRIVUs 
S, 10, 20 Megobytet $Call 


PERIPHERALS FOR ALL COMPUTERS 


DISKETTES 

Library Cases 

Dysent bp Ovolrty 

51t'SS/DD(fto>of 10) $Call 

5K'0S/D0|Bo>of 10) $Call 

VsrheHmt 

SU*$S/DO(Bo>cof10) $33.9S 

54* OS/DD (Bon of 10) $43.99 


RETURNS! No return* oi« software. Customer* 
mutt coll for on RA number before letuming any 
good*. VW» reterve the right to either repair or 
replace good* (outkd faulty on receipt by the 
cuPoaier. Ws reterve the right to repair or return 
to the monwfoOurer for repair oE go^ becoming 
faulty withirt the tpedfied worronty period. Any 
good* returned for lePocking ore tubjed to o 15H 
reitocking leeotour £*cretion. Cancelled order* 
ore tubiedtoo 20^ fee or our d i*cr etlon , 
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PRINTERS 


MONITORS 


MODEMS 




Amdefci 

$399.00 


$379.00 

Color 1 . 

Prowriter 1 Serial 

$499.00 

Color II 

$499.00 


$449.00 

300G Green 

$143.00 

Prowrifer 11 Serial ... 

$499.00 

300A Amber 

$139.00 

OklOatai 



$139.00 


1201 Green 



1212 Color Compotite . . 

$399.00 

BO column 

$499.00 

1203 RGB Hi-Ret Color . . 

$999.00 


ZotilHit 

$109.00 

with 40 CPS corretpondertce. 


ZVM.I2I I7MHZ 

132 column . . . 

$BSO.OO 

Taxani 

$149.00 

Pbcemorh 2350: 350 CPS bidirectional/ 

Amber 

2 color printing, 136 column 


Drinceteti Oraphicsi 

$Call 

tarolWI 

$3099.00 

Outtfonding color for IBM . . 






Pocemork 2410: 


Seriol 

Smith-Corenai 

TP.1 Porellel or Serial 
Star MIcrenicsi 
New Gemini lOX. 120 CPS. Porellel 


$3399.00 

$3499.00 


$349.00 

$€*tl 


TIRMSs Price* refled a cath ditcount; VISA/MC, 
+ 3% . Price* quoted for ateck on hoitd and *ubied 
to chonge witiwut notice. accept no retpon* 
ubility fw any folie daunt mode bv monufoduter*. 


D.C. Heypsi 

Micromodem II (Apple) $3S9.00 

Smortmodem 300 Baud $309.00 

Smortmodem 1200 Boud . . $S39.00 

Smortmodem 1200B Boud $475.00 

Smortcom II . . . . $39.00 

NeveHeni 

J-Cot RS232 Dired CoMod $119.00 

Smart Cot 1200 Baud . . . $4S9.00 

Applecai II (AppU) $149.99 

U.S. Rebetics (2 bar WorrMyl}: 

300 Baud $179.00 

1200 Baud $479.00 

Patiword $C*II 


SHIPPINOi All good* other then APO or inter- 
national delivered UPS ground. Pleete oHow a 
minimum of 2 week* pkn moil time (if order itmoiled 
in) for receipt of UPS delivered good*. Pleete odd 
3% (minimum $3-00} lor UPS thipping, end 5% 
(minimum $5.00) for APO. Ws will cokuloteen- 


Apple lie Computers 


ACCESSORIES 


■ Typewriter-tfyle. full ASCII keyboord, upper and lower cote, auto repeot kr 
I 6503A Microprocettor (CPU) 

■ b4K Byte* RAM memory 

• 16K B^e ROM (built-in Appletoft BASIC longuoge) 

• Color grophicaoftdtoundcapabilitie* 

• Seven IfOespontion tlot* 

• Beck Poptel deiigned for quick cenne0Mitconnect, uting 0-*tyle connector* 


Franklin Ace 1000 


e 64K Memory 

e 40 column upper/lower cote diiplay 
e Apple Me compotibitify 
e Internal fen, mere ipoce between expontion 
tiott for better cooling 



RemCerdi 

Mkroteft 16K $49.00 

CMM fer A99Llt 

Mkroteft ZBO Cord (Seftcord) $319.00 
90 Celwmi* CerOsi 

VidoK vrtih Softtwitch $379.00 

Weeper WIsmrd BO fCell 

Kentington System Saver $4S.OO 

TOi 

Joyitkk* $44.00 

Select-A-Rert $44.00 

Krefti 

Joytticks . $49.00 

Mewntein Cempvteri 

CPS Muhi-fuTKlioa Cord $Cell 

Orange MIcrai 

Gripper Plu* $€all 









ORGANIZATIONS/KAREN COOK 


A Taxing Question: 

Exemptions For 
User Groups 

After a 15-inonth, precedent-breaking battle, a computer user 
group finally wins tax-exempt status — but only after a face-to- 
face meeting with officers from the Internal Revenue Service. 


W hen fighting for lax exemp- 
tions from the Internal Reve- 
nue Service, computer user 
groups often feel they are tilting at a gigan- 
tic windmill. As often as user groups have 
submitted applications for nonprofit, tax- 
exempt status, the IRS has turned them 
down. Recently, however, after a long, 
lonely battle, one user group realized what 
seemed to be an impossible dream: It won 
its case against the IRS. For other user 
groups seeking tax exemptions, the Capi- 
tal PC User Group case may serve both as 
a model and an inspiration. 

Today. Capital PC User Group. Inc., 
based in Silver Spring, Maryland, is thriv- 
ing. Its 2.400 members leach software 
classes at local universities, hold meet- 
ings, staff a PC repair hotline, maintain an 
electronic bulletin board, sell disks of soft- 
ware programs or utilities contributed by 


members, and run a software-buying 
group. 

When the group's treasurer. Jimmie 
Paris, began her campaign for tax-exempt 
status in May 1982, the group was 2 
months old and had only 30 members. 
Because some of her professional work as 
an accountant had been with nonprofit 
organizations seeking tax-exempt status, 

. Paris thought she might be able to win the 
j same status for the newly formed Capital 
i PC group. Not only would the tax exemp- 
! tion save money, it would also make Cap- 
ital PC eligible to use meeting spaces in 
public buildings at virtually no cost. 
Obtaining tax-exempt status was thus a 
serious matter. 

For the IRS too. the granting of tax 
exemptions is a serious matter. In 1982. 
the agency handled over 50,000 applica- 
tions from organizations for tax exemp- 


tions. Of these, 75 percent were approved. 
More than 12,000 — or about 23 per- 
cent — of the applicants gave up midway 
through the process, and in 1 ,5 10 cases, 
requests were formally denied. 

No one tracks the number of rejections 
and withdrawals related to computer user 
group applications. Even the most avid 
computer buff would find it difficult to 
monitor the fate of user group applications 
to the IRS since the IRS does not break 
down its ever-expanding list of 841,000 
tax-exempt organizations into categories. 
Until now, however, the odds against user 
groups have unquestionably been steep. 
Indeed, Ruth Ann Barrett, a California- 
based consultant who counsels user 
groups, says Capital PC is the only group 
she knows of that has succeeded in getting 
a tax exemption. 

User groups apply for nonprofit, tax- 
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LIFELINE puts your personal computer in the executive suite 
— the same tasteful surroundmg you demand for youneU 
Designed for the IBM PC, XT, IBM Expanskm Chassis and 
the Dec Rainhotr, the UFEUNE Tower will unclntter your 
wotlring area by housing your system unit betide your desk — 
not on top of H. 

The LIFELINE Tower is available in solid wafanit, solid oak, 
or a textured finish that matches your PC Other types of hard 
woods, finishes and side panels are available from our special 
order shop. 


To accompany the liFEUNE Tower, matdting monitor and 
printer stands Iwe been designed. The printer stand fits over 
the LIFELINE Tower, or can be placed on your desk. The 
monitor stand tfits and swivels to whatever position you desire; 
Monitar and keyboad extension cables are also availabie. 

The LIFELINE Tower ... a personal computer’s executive 
soke. 

Ask for the LIFELINE Tower at paitieiptfing deaiera, or order 
directly from lifdine Information Systems, lac. P.O. Box 766 
Sandy, Utah 84091 801 $66-5340. 
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A TAXING QUESTION 


exempt status under the IRS’s 501(c) stat- tions, and 501(c) (7), for social clubs. IRS spokesperson — and. incidentally, a 
utes. According to Paris, the sections of (Another exemption. 501(c) (3). for char- member of an Osborne computer user 
the IRS code best suited to user groups are I itable organizations, makes dues tax- group — says that although some groups 
501(c) (4). for social service organiza- I deductible for members. Ernie Acosta, an have attempted to apply under this clause. 


A Chronol(^ Of Pitfalls 

The Capital PC User Group’s campaign for tax- 
exempt status lasted 15 arduous months. 


I n this tangled tale of bureaucratic 
ineptitude and official cooperation, 
almost every foul-up on the part of the 
IRS is requited by helpful examiners 
who earnestly attempted to show Ca|Mtal 
PC treasurer Paris how to make IRS rules 
work in her favor. The saga rrray offer 
user groups seeking tax exemptions a 
road map of the pitfalls ahead. 

March 1982: The user group forms 
with about 30 chatter members. 

May 1982: In a step not strictly nec- 
essary for tax exemption, Paris registers 
Capital PC as a corporation. She sends 
articles of incorporation and bylaws to 
the Maryland State Department of As- 
sessments and Taxation. 

In Capital PC’s first official contact 
with the IRS, Parris files a request for an 
Employer Identification Number. 

June 1982: Paris submits Capital 
PC’s application for tax-exempt status 
under section 501(c) (7) to the IRS 
regional office in Baltimore. Maryland. 
The application includes the lengthy 
form 1024 (Application for Recognition 
of Exemption), copies of the articles of 
incorporation, bylaws, and financial 
statements, and the group's request for 
an Employer Identification Number. 

July 1982: The IRS returns Capital 
PC’s application, claiming that it is 
incomplete. The request for an Employer 
Identification Number has been lost, it 
seems. In addition, the bylaws ate 
improperly "conformed.” (Although 
copies of oiganization bylaws submitted 
along with form 1024 do not have to be 
notarized, the signatures of the board of 


directors must be clearly legible on a 
high-quality xerox. On Paris’s form, 
apparently, they are not.) Paris has I 
month to resubmit Capital PC’s tax 
exemption paperwork. 

August 1982: Paris sends a new 
application for tax exemption with a let- 
ter saying she willprovide any additional 
information the IRS requires. 

In an encore of its earlier perfor- 
mance, the Baltimore IRS office returns 
the application as incomplete. This time, 
the bylaws and articles of incorporation 
ate missing. 

Paris resubmits form 1024. 

September 1982: The Capital PC tax 
exemption application is now complete, 
the IRS says. After 5 months, review of 
the application begins. 

October 1982: The IRS relea.ses its 
preliminary findings. Since the Capital 
PC budget projections show that income 
from newsletter advertising and software 
sales will mote than equal revenues from 
membership dues for 1982 through 
1 983, the examiner doubts the group will 
qualify as a nonprofit recreational orga- 
nization under section 501(c) (7). In 
addition to asking detailed and helpful 
questions about the benefits that mem- 
bers will receive, the letter asks for an 
explanation of volunteers’ nonprofit ac- 
tivities that do not appear in the group’s 
budget projections. Paris has 3 weeks to 
answer the IRS objections. 

November 1982: Capital PC re- 
sponds to the IRS queries. 

December 1982: Paris calls for infor- 
mation on the progress of her ca.se. An 


IRS examiner explains that the group’s 
advertising and software sales will still 
block approval of the Capital PC social 
club. At the examiner’s suggestion, Par- 
is a.sks for new consideration as a "civic 
league or social welfare organization” : 
under section 501(c) (4), a classification 
that better reflects the group’s education- 
al activities. 

January 1983: Because of its com- 
plexity. Capital PC’s ca.se is referred to 
the national IRS offices for a ruling. 

February 1983: With no final deci- 
sion from the IRS, Paris prepares to file 
income taxes as if Capital PC is indeed a 
tax-exempt organization. The IRS is still 1 
reviewing the user group’s case, but ear- j 
ly findings are again unfavorable. The 
application is unlikely to be approved. I 

May 1983: Still convinced that Cap- I 
ital PC is primarily a cooperative buying ' 
group saving money for individuals, the 
IRS turns down Paris’s request for tax- 
exempt status under 501(c) (7) and 
501(c) (4). Paris has 21 days to file a I 
formal protest. 

Reluctant to file an official protest, 
Paris wangles an informal meeting with ' 
two IRS officials. Her reiteration of Cap- 
ital PCs educational activities is at last 
convincing, and the officials ask for 
another letter explaining Capital PC’s 
good deeds. The IRS agrees to reconsid- 
er its negative ruling. 

August 1983: Capital PC’s applica- 
tion is approved. Capital PC is now rec- 
ognized as a tax-exempt civic league or 
social welfare organization under section 
501(c) (4) of the IRS code. — K.C. J 
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A TAXING QUESTION 


they do not qualify.) 

The basic financial criterion that deter- 
mines which of the two 50 1 (c) exemptions 
applies is permissible amount of income. 
Tax-exempt community service organiza- 
tions — the class of organizations qualify- 
ing under 501(c) (4) exemption — are 
allowed to earn money but must prove that 
their most important function lies in per- 
forming a not-for-profit service. For user 
groups, this community activity usually 
consists of providing free computer educa- 
tion for the public. If the user group is also 
making money from software or newslet- 
ter ad sales, it must prove that such earn- 
ings are being channeled right back into its 
‘ ‘do-good-acti vities . ’ ’ 

The “Pleasure” Exemption 

A nonprofit tax-exempt social club, on 
the other hand, has no responsibility to the 


public. Under section 501(c) (7), such a 
club’s activities should be for "pleasure, 
recreation, or other nonprofitable pur- 
poses . ’ ’ The catch to this exemption is that 
if more than 15 percent of the club’s 
income comes from some source other 
than dues, then the IRS assumes pleasure 
is no longer involved. 

Since income from relatively low- 
priced dues accumulates much more slow- 
ly than profits from software sales or 
newsletter advertising, the “pleasure" 
exemption may be difficult to sustain. An 
exemption under 501(c) (7) could be just 
right for a small group whose members 
plan to do little more than get together and 
swap great software stories. If the group 
decides to expand the range of its activi- 
ties, however, the recreational exemption 
could become a constraint. 

If it doesn’t already know, a group 


must develop a firm sense of what it is 
about before it begins the arduous process 
of filling out the tax exemption form — the 
dread 1024 with its seven pages of ques- 
tions covering all aspects of the group’s 
operation in explicit detail. Many of the 
questions ask for elaborations of the prin- 
ciples set out in the group’s articles of 
incorporation and bylaws. Although in- 
corporation, which frees the members of 
an organization from personal liability for 
the organization’s debts, is not strictly 
necessary, the IRS recommends it. The 
articles of incorporation and the group’s 
bylaws should be submitted along with 
form 1024. 

Paris filed articles of incorporation and 
bylaws on behalf of the Capital PC group 
with the state of Maryland in June 1982. 
Articles of incorporation spell out the 
name and the purpose of the corporation 
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and identify its officets. The bylaws are a tributed programs.” 


Troublesome Financial 


more detailed document: They describe j This statement from the Capital PC j Statements 

the group’s power structure, set guidelines j group’s bylaws, Paris hopes, separates her | Incorporation papers, bylaws, and the 
for elections, meetings, and membership, gttrup from others that are less publie- 1024 form should be sent tothe IRS with a 


proposed budget for the year to come and 
historical financial statements. These fi- 
nancial statements seem to be the real 
stumbling block for many user group 
applications. In the case of Capital PC. the 
role of the buying group, whose income 
and expenditures appeared in the financial 
statement, had to be carefully explained. 
Although the buying group can get good 


and further outline the group’s inten- 
tions. 



For 501(c) (4) applications, Paris 
found, the IRS examiners ate most con- 
cerned with whether or not an organization 
is truly engaged in providing a community 
service. If a user group wants to establish 
itself as a social service organization, its 
bylaws should pledge the group “to pro- 


specifically state that 
we do not condone 
software piracy. 


spirited. "Many user groups, as 1 under- 


vide a forum to increase understanding stand it, are put together for two pur- prices on software for members and does 
and utilization of the PC through formal poses," Paris says. "One is to pirate soft- charge a commission for the service, Paris 
and informal educational, experimenta- | ware — user groups arc notorious for pirat- insists the group puts consumerism first: 
tional and research programs; to be a I ing software — and the other is to fomi a , “Our buying group actively tries to get 
medium of communication among user buying group.” According to Paris, one dealers in the area to carry the merchan- 
and other PC groups; to form special inter- clause in the Capital PC bylaws "specifi- disc at a price that will be reasonable 
est groups (SIGs). and to sponsor a soft- j cally states that we do not condone soft- ] before they even get into the market. If the 
ware exchange for public domain and con- I ware piracy. We vigorously oppose it." i group can get somebody else to carry it. 


Presenting the No-Risk Diskr' 

No matter how many times you play it, the TDK 
No-Risk Disk won’t drop a letter. A word. Not even a bit. 
We guarantee it. 

And not for 1 year. Or 5 years. But with a lifetime 
replacement warranty for as long as you own the disk. 
That’s a promise we don’t make 



lightly. Because it has almost 50 years’ 
research and development of TDK 


recording products behind it. 


So the next time you want to store 
important information, put it on TDK. 


You’ve got nothing to lose. 


TDK tiArrs a compIei« linr d thr mnsi popubr diakain • and S indi formaia. 


TDK. THE NO-RISK DISK. 
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A TAXING QUESTION 

they don’t even bother.” (Even so, the 
buying group nets some $5, (XX) a year 
from its 5 percent service charge.) Anoth- 
er trouble spot can be ad income from 

At last, IRS officials told Paris they 
thought there had been a “misapprehen- 
sion” of what the Capital PC group was all 
about. If she would put her speech about 
educational purposes into a letter, they 
would send her af^lication back into the 
review process. Pinally, two months later, 
in August 1983, Capital PC got its tax 
exemption as a social service organiza- 
tion. 

The case took 15 months to resolve. 
But in an understaffed office that receives 
some 50,000 applications annually, such 
delay is routine, comments IRS spokes- 
person Acosta. 

As might be expected, the paperwork is 
overwhelming. Paris spent a full week 
preparing the 1024 documents alone. If 
Capital PC had paid for a professional 
accountant, it would have cost several 
hundred dollars at least, even for the initial 
stages. Portunately, most groups have 
CPAs as members who might be persuad- 
ed to do the work gratis. 

If the work is done by a member with- 
out professional CPA training, a good 
starting point is Publication 557, Tax- 
Exempt Status for Your Organization, 
available at local IRS offices. If that 
doesn’t help, call a lawyer, a CPA, or the 
IRS. And stick it out, advises Barrett. The 
IRS should have one contact all the way 
through, she emphasizes. “You can’t 
have Prank do it for one month and then 
get tired of it and turn it over to Martha, 
who doesn’t know what is going on.” 

Is all this work worth it for the average 
PC user group? The answer, as always, is 
maybe. 

Tax-exempt status has helped Capital 
PC to find a good meeting place. Por a fee 
of $300, it is allowed to hold one meeting 
a month in a Department of Agriculture 
building auditorium. In addition to the 
space itself, the fee covers air-condition- 
ing or heating and security costs. 

Por Paris, the tax exemption was orig- 
inally less important than the advantage it 
afforded in getting a meeting place. But 
with 2,400 members paying $25 a year 
and with 100 new members signing on 

Paris insisted on 
meeting in person 
with IRS officers. 

newsletters, reportedly as high as $50,000 
annually for some user groups. 

Even when the 1024 has been submit- 
ted, the road for user groups remains 
bumpy. Even Paris, an accountant with 
considerable experience in seeking tax 
exemptions, suffered a series of setbacks 
before the Capital PC application was 
approved (see the accompanying sidebar, 
“A Chronology of Pitfalls”). In August 
1982, the IRS issued its first ruling against 
Capital PC. The group was getting 60 per- 
cent of its income from software sales, the 
IRS noted, much too high a percentage to 
qualify under the 501(c) (7) “pleasure 
club” rule. 

Paris began again, asking to be consid- 
ered under 501(c) (4), the social service 
rule. As sometimes happens with difficult 
cases, the Capital PC application was 
transferred from the local to the national 
offices of the IRS. In May 1983, one year 
after the application for exemption was 
first filed, the IRS rejected the Capital PC 
bid once again, charging as before that 
software sales were bringing in too much 
money. 

Paris, keeping her case alive through 
sheer determination, insisted on meeting 
in person with IRS officers. “There is no 
beating around the bush,” she says. "You 
must be actually formed for educational 
purposes, and you can’t be put together for 
some ulterior motive.” Once again she 
told them about training seminars, lec- 
tures, hotlines, meetings, and a host of 
other activities, user groups, she insisted, 
are the most effective way to inform the 
public about developments in the comput- 
er industry. 
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Unkellbur Computei% Commands 
And Put1liem¥fliere1liey Belong. 
OnUbur Keyboard. 

PC-DocuMate™ is a documentation template that fits the keytxxard of your iBM PC. 
So the information you want is where you need it. PC-DocuMate tempiates are profes- 
sionaiiy designed, iogicaliy organized and comprehensive. Each tempiote is printed 
on both sides on durabie, non-giare polystyrene and is coior-matched to your PC 
keyboard. 


PC-DocuMotes now available for each of fhe following: 

• DOS/BASIC 1.1 (os shown) • WORDSTAR™ • SuperCaic^ 

• DOS/BASIC 2.0 • dBASE II™ • VlsiColc™ 

• CUSTOM "do-it-yourser • 1-2-3™ • VOLKSWRITER™ 

template (with pen & efOsor) • MultiMote™ • EASYWRITER II™ 

• MULTIPIAN™ 1.06 • MULTIPIAN™ 1.00 


Available soon: 

• PeochText 5CXX)™ 

• CONTEXT MBA™ 

• KNOWLEDGE MAN™ 

• ELECTRIC PENCIL-PC™ 


Control key usage for 

ESC. CTRL, TAB, SHIR 


DEBUG commarxts & more 
control key documentation 


EDLIN comrrKJnds 
are documented 



Complete Reference for 
DOS commands and forrrKJts 


Reference list of 
BASIC commands 



^ i' r r r t" r i“ I i i \m 

I I " 

PC-DocuAIate . o 



/ 


Easy reference for Reverse side contains reference data on Controi key usage BASIC keyword 
function key use over 130 BASIC statements and functions forAU&PrtSc abbreviations 
(includes advanced BASIC) 


EACH TEMPLATE IS ONLY $14.95 (includes shipping) 


m 




No-Risk, Moneyback Offer: If you are not completely satisfied, return your PC-Docu- 
Mate template to us (undamaged) within 10 days for a full refund. 


Please send personal check, money order, or credit card information. Foreign orders add S5.00 
(except Canada). No COD'S please. (NC residents add 4% sales tax.) For more information, 
call 919/787-7703. Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


Q FOR FASTER SERVICE CAU OUR TOLL FREE ORDER LINE Q 
1-600-SMArRUSH 

(1-800-762-7874) or in NC call 919-787-7703. 




Systems Management Associates 

3700 Computer Dr., Dept. B-4 
P. O. Box 20025 
Raleigh, N. C. 27619 
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By Niklous Wirth’s standards, 

SBB Pascal is the best Pascal compiler 
for the IBM* Personal Computer.* 


In benchmarks using a suite of nine test programs written by Niklaus Wirth to 
objectively assess the capabilities of Pascal compilers, SBB Pascal 
outperformed its competitors in both speed and compactness of code. 

The results of the Eratosthenes' sieve benchmark give just a hint of SBB 


Pascal’s efficiency; 

SBB Pascal 

MS-Pascar** 

Pascal/MT+86' 

Execution time 
(in seconds) 

11.10 

11.70 

14.70 

Code size 
(in bytes) 

203 

229 

294 

.EXE file size 
(in bytes) 

4606 

27136 

10752 


Overall, our competitors' execution times averaged 1.56 times SBBs', their 
code sizes averaged 1.21 times SBBs', and their .EXE file sizes averaged 3.31 
times SBBs'. 


Full benchmark results can be found in our new brochure, which also includes 
information on the features of the compiler and the accompanying editor and 
debugger. Price $350.00 


Saft ware 
Building 
3 Blocks" 


607 / 272-2807 


* Also runs on the 

PCjr. ! 


Softwore Buildir>g Blocks. Inc. 

Post Office Box 119 
Khoco. New Ybrk 1485h0119 


SBB Pascal is a trademark of Software Building Blocks, Inc. IBM is a registered trademark of International 
Business Machines Corp MS-Pascal is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. Pascal/MT«86 is a trademark of 
Digital Research. Inc 
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every month, the financial savings keep 
looking better. 

Even if a small group doesn’t turn into 
a giant, the tax exemption can help. As the 
IRS' Acosta says, “Many small groups 
probably aren’t paying taxes at all. But 
even with a little club, bills add up over the 
years. If the IRS investigates, you could 
be hit with all the back taxes, penalties, 
and interest charges. ’’ So, a tax exemption 
under club rules might help. 

Not even tax-exempt status means a 
free ride from the IRS, however. Tax form 
901 for tax-exempt organizations is “a 
pain in the neck to file, probably the worst 
return I ever filed,” Paris says. She’s still 
slaving over her checkbook programs. 

Furthermore, if the IRS ever decides 
that not enough of the group’s earnings are 
being used for educational purposes, it 
may require the organization to file a sup- 
plemental 901-T form to account for 
excess income. (Even the long-exempt 
Boy Scouts, reports consultant Barrett, 
were recently forced to pay taxes on mon- 
ey they made rtmning a big Boy Scout 
supply center in California.) A group that 
applies for a tax exemption has to be com- 
mitted to maintaining a responsible profile 
for a long time to come. 

If there’s one consolation, it’s that Cap- 
ital PC’s hand-won success may make it 
easier for other user groups to get tax 
exemptions in the future. “Any time you 
get this sort of thing established, it will 
make it easier for other groups,” Paris 
says. “But it’s still an ambiguous, subjec- 
tive judgment, and decisions will be made 
on a case-by-case basis.” Capital PC is 
trying to make it easier for other groups to 
benefit from their experience, too. In a 
perfect mixture of profitmaking activity 
and nonprofit motive that sums up the 
dilemma of the user groups, the organiza- 
tion is offering an instructive disk contain- 
ing copies of relevant letters and drxiu- 
ments from its tax exemption case — at a 
cost of $6 a disk. To receive your disk, 
send a check to Capital PC Software 
Exchange, P.O. Box 6128, Silver 
Springs, MD 10906. B 


302 


CIRCLE 473 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


PC MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 21, 1984 





DYNAMIC 


PAGINATION C&; PROOFING 


©1983 LIFETREE SOFTWARE. INC. *411 Pacific, Suite 315 • Monterey, CA • 93940 


THE 


PULAR WORD PROCESSOR FOR^THE IBM PERSONAL COMPUTER 


V < ' 


special EFFECTS 

• COLOR • 
MULTIPLE FONTS 


^ SPECIAL EFFECTS 
• EMPHASIS • 
SUPER/SUBSCRIPTS 


IBM/PC, DEC RAINBOW, 
Tl/PC, VICTOR 9000 
with 

HBASE II and 1-2-3 


r285: 




NOW AT YOUR LOCAL STORE “CALL 


tOL- 

IIFFTBFF SOFTWARE 
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TWICE AS 
MUCH SPEED. 

100% MORE 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


To get as much from an IBM printer, 
you’d have to buy two. 



fST MKWa 

onra wscroi.imk 9 m 
I • •Tie* t* «IC«a.t«« W «n* 

•rtnti'ia j»a« at I4« aaa 

Maa iiau ataaa, aaia^ oarraa^aaaaaaa ^uatitr 
Mta aanuala at 40 a^a aa 400 war«a 4 atawta. 

iMlltr- •aavtttal, aaa ai«at )aat aOaat 


■ t««raaaaa iTawflKawt. ^aia aaaat taat' 
art aita e aaaaaaa a anaaaaia^a. liaa tatai 


Compare. Compare. Compare performance characteristics 
between Okidata's outstanding ML 92 and 93 printers and 
the IBM 5152 Model 2 printer, and you'll quickly find there is 
no comparison. For a few dollars more, the Okidata ML 92 
and 93 offer three high speed modes: 160 cps bidirectional 
data processing (complete with short line seeking logic): 80 
cps emphasized and enhanced printing for drafts: 40 cps for 
high resolution correspondence quality printing and other 
business communications. And complete graphics capabilities 
that are over 50% faster than IBM. 

The IBM 5152. on the other hand, offers 80 cps data proc- 
essing and no correspondence quality whatsoever. Your 
choice? An 80-column ML 92 or its 136-column partner, the 
ML 93. for all your DP. graphics and correspondence needs. 
Fast. Or. an IBM 5152 and something else (a daisywheel, 
perhaps?). Without the speed you need. 

Plug 'n Play Makes It Easy. Because we've created the 
Okidata Plug n Play interface kit, your Okidata printer is 
perfectly compatible with your IBM computer and software 
without modifications. Here's how simple it is: 

■ Two replacement PROMs adapt the ML 92 and 93 to all 
IBM commands. 

■ An optional cable links computer and printer to provide 
instantly-responsive 160 cps bidirectional speed for DP. 80 
cps for drafts, or 40 cfjs for correspondence quality. 

That's that. In addition, you get Okidata's built-in printer 
reliability in the form of our long-life, 9-pin print head war- 
ranted for one full year, and a 4000 hour MTBF and 15 
minute MTTR rating. Plus a 90-day warranty on parts and 
labor. And a warranty claim rate that's a leader in the industry: 
less than ‘/iX. 

Liberate Your Computer. Don't limit the power of your 
IBM PC with a printer that can't keep up. Ask for a demonstra- 
tion of the ML 92/93 and Plug n Play winning combination.* 
Phone I-800-OKIDATA (in N). 609-235-2600) for the Okidata 
dealer nearest you. 
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OPERATING SYSTEMS/STEPHEN MANES 


The 

FileCommand 

Mystery 

If you think DOS is too simple, this utility program from the 
folks at IBM will have you scratching your 
head in bewilderment in no time. 


T here’s an aura of mystery behind 
FileCommand. Months ago, 
while many of us were panting 
over the soon-to-come, all-new, menu- 
oriented DOS 2.0, a usually reliable 
source stood up at a meeting of our local 
user group and proclaimed the existence of 
a new product called FileCommand. It 
was supposed to be a “visual shell” for 
good old DOS 1.1. Trouble was, you 
could only get it at a particular IBM Prod- 
uct Center in a distant suburb, and even 
there supplies were supposedly limited. 
IBM hadn’t even officially announced it 
yet. The mystery continued. By the next 

FileCommand 
IBM Corporation 
P.O. Box 1328-C 
Boca Raton, FL 33432 
List Price: $35 

Requires: 64K RAM, PC-DOS, one 
disk drive, 80-column monitor. 

CIRCLE 672 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


meeting, FileCommand had apparently 
disappeared from the face of the planet, 
and so had our reliable source. 

IBM announced DOS 2.0 soon aher- 
ward. FileCommand was announced soon 
after that, but I had a devil of a time getting 
my hands on a copy of the mysterious new 
program. It was kind of like a classic B- 
movie plot: FileCommand wasn’t re- 
leased; it escaped. But fmally a copy 
escaped into my clutches. 

FileCommand comes in an ugly flesh- 
pink plastic IBM-size binder, and it’s sub- 
titled “DOS at your fingertips.” Fuimy, I 
mused, as I flipped through the manual, I 
always thought DOS was at my finger- 
tips. 

So what does FileCommand actually 
do? I wondered while paging through the 
manual. After a few hours of fooling 
around with the program, I finally figured 
it out. In essence, FileCommand is a util- 
ity program for those who think DOS isn’t 
complicated enough already and who 


want to learn a couple of dozen brand new 
commands. An easy-to-use ’’visual shell” 
it ain’t. 

The DOS Prompt Vanishes 

You get two versions of FileCommand 
on your distribution disk, one for DOS 1 . 1 
and one for 2.0. If you try to load the 
wrong one, you get an eiror message. 
Once you do load the correct version, it 
becomes a resident portion of the DOS 
command processor, so you can remove 
the program disk from the drive. FileCom- 
mand takes up, in practice, at least lOK of 
meitrory while it’s loaded. If you want that 
memory back, you can cancel the program 
and it will unload itself. 

When you invoke FileCommand, your 
old standby DOS prompt disappears, and, 
after the usual IBM logo, you see a screen 
like the one in Figure 1 . At the top there’s 
a status line that lists the current default 
drive; the drive name, free space, and total 
space of the disk last checked by FileCom- 
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Dick is a COBOL programmer. Dick is bored. Harried. Dick 
struggles with trace and debugging routines. Nonexistent 
documentation. Mainframe logjams. So Dick is four months 
behind schedule. And users are upset 
about turnaround times. They 
yell and make Dick upset. 

They make Dick’s 
boss upset. 

Nobody 
is very 
happy. 


See COBOL 

1^1 "1 Jane is a happy COBOL 
VvJ-L programmer. She uses 
ANIMATOR.” It’s a Visual Programming” aid for 
Micro Fbcus LEVEL II COBOL.” It runs on a micro. 
It makes child’s play of mainframe test and 
maintenance chores. 

With ANIMATOR Jane sees a picture of the 
program explaining itself. In live action. In real 
time. In COBOL source code. ANIMATOR tracks 
the program’s exact execution path. Including 
subroutine branches. 

Jane can have the program run fast. Or slow. 
Or stop. With one key. This makes it easy to spot 
problems. Insert fixes. Set breakpoints. Instantly. 

Jane’s programs sometimes win awards. Yet 
she always meets schedules. Jane’s boss likes this 
about Jane. Because he doesn’t like users to yeU 
at him. 


See COBOL 



COBO^ 

This DP manager got a 
bonus. Because he doubled 
productivity. Cleared backlogs. Cut costs. 
Boosted morale. Produced terrific applications. 
Quickly. Put control and prestige back 
into the central DP function. And 
nobody yells at him anymore. 

All thanks to ANIMA’TOR. 


Run, 

Run. 


See ANIMATOR now. 

Let Micro Fbcus put your DP shop on the 
fast track. 

ANIMATOR runs with Micro Fbcus LEVEL 
II COBOL for compatibility with ANSI ’74 High 
Level COBOL implementations. A mainframe- 
micro communications link is recommended for 
downloading mainframe programs. 


For detailed information 
or a demo, contact: 

MICRO FOCUS 

2465 East Bayshore Road • Suite 400 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(415)856-4161 


C1983 Micro F\x:us Inc. 
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FILECOMMAND 



mand for a directory listing; the total free 
memory; the number of the line where the 
cursor is to be found; and the number of 
files in the directory. 

Down on line 25, the function key 
assignments are displayed in the familiar 
BASIC-style format. Normally you see 
the tags for the unshifted keys, but every 
time you hit Ctrl or Alt, the display mag- 
ically changes to show you what the func- 
tion keys mean now. It’s a neat trick, and 
one I haven’t seen elsewhere. 

The other 23 lines make up what the 
manual calls the command/display area. 
Much of that space is given over to direc- 
tory information. The fust IS colutiuis 
give the drive name (and, in DOS 2.0, a 
path abbreviation) and filename. The last 
37 columns include indication of H (hid- 
den) and S (system) fries, and those 
delightful 2.0 abbreviations; R (for a file 
that can be read but not opened for out- 
put), A (for a file that has been written to 
or added since the fixed disk was last 
backed up), and D (feu a subdirectory). 
You also get the size of the file in bytes, 
the number of sectors the file occupies, 
and the date and time of last file creation 
activity. 

If you’re dealing with mote than 23 
files, the command/display area will take 
up mote than one screen. FileCommand, 
however, has no special way of indicating 
this; the total number of files listed in the 
upper right-hand comer is the only it^ca- 
tion you have that your files ate spread 
over a few screens. It’s easy to forget tiiat 
you’re not seeing the whole directory 
when all you are viewing is a portion. 

The Gaping Hole 

A gaping hole fills the center of the 
screen, making it deucedly difficult to fig- 
ure out precisely which information on the 
right side of the hole matches up with the 
stuff way over on the left. Fortunately, one 
line of the directory information is always 
highlighted, which will help you figure 
out what matches up with what. But what 
about that giant hole in the middle? 

That, pilots, is the conunand area — the 


place where you enter DOS and FileCom- 
mand commands. A cursor appears in the 
command area of the highlighted line, the 
only place you can do any typing. The up 
and down arrow keys move the cursor and 


the highlighting through the directory. If 
there’s more information tucked away on 
previous or subsequent screens, the arrow 
keys scroll the listing up or down when the 
cursor reaches the top or bottom of the 
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screen. If not. the cursor jumps to the top 
or bottom of the current screen. 

With FileCdimmiiul. most of the keys 
work in more or less standard fashion. 
Ctrl-End erases the current line of the 
command area to the right of the cursor. 
E.SC clears the whole line, and the Home 
and End keys take you to the beginning or 
end of the line. The backspace. Del. 
PgUp. PgDn, and left and right arrow keys 
do about what you would expect. Ctrl- 
PgUp and Ctrl-PgDn take you to the first 
or the last page of the directory, respec- 
tively. 

The Enter and tah keys each move the 
cursor to the first position of the next com- 
mand line. Shift-Tab does the reverse: it 
moves you up one line. 

The really important command, 
though, is Ctrl-Enter. It's a new combina- 
tion to me; you use it to execute com- 


mands you've entered. The gray plus key 
(or another key you designate) functions 
the same way. 

If a command you type extends beyond 
column 41. FileCommaiid ea.ses the file 
information to the right to give you more 
room for your command. If you change 
your mind, the information in the right- 
hand column does not return. 

Enter the Slasher 

You can type two different things into 
the command area: commands to DOS 
and commands to FileComniaiid (and. as 
we'll discover, some commands to DOS) 
begin with a slash. 

The first set of these slash commands 
involves sorting the current directory. 
Want a directory in order of file size'? Try/ 
ss (see Figure 2). For dates, it's /sd. Either 
way you get the listing in de.scending 


order, biggest files or most recent dates 
first. There's no way you can put your 
files in ascending order with these two 
parameters. 

And there's no way to get descending 
order if names are your game. The com- 
mand /sn puts your files in alphabetical 
order by name, and /.se does the same 
thing by extension. Since you can com- 
bine directories from more than one drive 
or path, you can also sort them that way 
using the command /sp. 

To change the directory, use /r for re- 
place .which gives you the directory for the 
la.st drive you viewed; /r x; for the direc- 
tory for drive x; and /r filespec or /r path- 
name for a directory of a particular file- 
spec or path. You can enter global charac- 
ters. such as It b:* txt. in the filespec. 

So far. none of this seems overwhelm- 
ingly useful. Things begin to get more 









The Computer Case Company 
provides top quality cases to 
satisfy virtually every need of the 
microcomputer owner. Choose 
the original Comp-Case for com- 
pact. light local transportation or 
the new TVav-LrCase, which pro- 
vides the ultimate in protection, for 
long distance transportation at a 
price you can affora and in a size 
which is easy to handle. Over 100 
configurations to choose from. 
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212-269-5540 • 914-694-1554 
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DBA 34/36 Software Package. 
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5 Reasoas Why DBA 34/36 Will Increase the Facility, Speed, Accuracy 
and Flexibility of Your Information Processing and Lower 
"Vbur New Business Applications Costs 


Now there is a true data base mimagement sssitem (DBMS) 
for IBM System 34 and 36 users which organizes computer 
files into a .single, coordinated information bank that is 
acces.sible in a variety of logical groupings — DBA 34/36 
from Fits Systems Inc. Here are five reasoas why you 
should be using it with your mini: 


4 DBA 34/36 can be up-and-running in less than a 
p week because it dtxs not change existing files. 
Instead, DBA 34/36 creates an external structure tliat man- 
ages references to your files with remarkable efficienq: 
An experienced programmer can iastall DBA 34/36 and 
hate it running inquiry agaiast your files in just a few days. 


DBA 34/36 is the only data base management 
.sy.stem designed for both the IBM System 34 and 
the new System 36 — a true data base, not just a .scalcxl- 
down version of mainframe software or retrieval ttxil. 

DBA 34/36 makes it easy to define and produce 
recurring reports including simple user-defined 
calculatioas. All requisite .support programs, including 
Data Base Maintenance, a powerful Universal Inquiry 
Program. RPG II Interface and a Report Generator aime 
with the package. 

Because DBA 34/36 is written in RPG II, your prt> 
grammeis can adapt any of its calling .subroutines 
into your own programs, significantly reducing program- 
ming time for new applications. 


||B No schooling is required — your staff will quickly 

become proficient with DBA 34/36 by simply using 
the “user friendly" manual supplied with the package. Tlie 
manual describes iastallation prtKedures and includes 
complete iastruaioas for tailoring DBA 34/36’s functioas 
to reference the files selected for iastallation. 

You Can Tr>' DBA 34/36 For 45 Days FREE 

VM; offer qualified users a free 45 day trial of DBA 34/36 in 
order to demonstrate what ft can do for you. WH send 
you a copy of the software, and armplete iastallation dtx:- 
umentation, for a 45 day free trial to use on your own sys- 
tem. Vife think you'll wonder how you ever did without 
it — but, if you're not completely satisfied, simply return 
the package — there’s no further obligation. 


Ihe RPCn Data Bate 


Free Demonstration Disk Available 


NEWS FOR BUSINESS USERS OF IBM MINI’S... 
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interesting for hard disk users with the /R / 
command, which gives you a directory of 
the current line. If it’s a plain vanilla file, 
you get a one-line directory. But put that 
command on a line that’s got a subdirec- 
tory name, press Ctrl-Enter, and voila! 
You get a listing for that subdirectory. 

The process is not exceptionally forgiv- 
ing, though. Forget the space after the /r 
and you get a directory of the default 
drive. Order up a directory with no files 
and you gel the mes.sage “Empty . . . 
Set,” an appropriate description of the 
programmer's mind on the day he chose 
this error message. 

Think you’ve gotten all you can out of 
this directory madness? Wait! There’s 
morel You can merge directories into each 
other, though the program calls the pro- 
cess “appending” and makes you use /a 
to do it. The parameters are similar to the 


ones we’ve discussed already. If you’re 
working with two different versions of a 
file in two different drives, you can find 
out which version is more recent with this 
command. 

DOS 2,0 users may 
find the path display 
handy. 

You can also exclude file entries from 
the directory, but only by inserting /x on 
the current line. If you try to exclude 
another file, or a whole bunch of them by 
entering a parameter after the /x, File- 
Command ignores all the parameters 
you’ve entered. That rules out omitting all 
your .BAK files, for example. 

DOS 2.0 users may find the path dis- 


play handy. Let’s say you append a sub- 
directory called “sectionl” by entering /a 
section 1 . FileCommand will keep track of 
that, and any other subdirectories you’ve 
called up at the sarrre tirrre, by replacing 
the colon of the drivename with a lower- 
case letter Ab, Ac, Ad. If you want to 
find out what the abbreviations stand for, 
give a /p command and you get an inverse 
video answer at the bottom of the 
screen: 

Ab=>A:\sectionl 

Ac=>A:\sectionl\section2 
and so on. I guess it’s no more confusing 
than the usual path craziness. Remember, 
none of the FileCommand commands are 
executed until you hit the Ctrl-Enter com- 
bo or the gray plus key or its surrogate. 

So much for directory foreplay. Now 
it’s time for “DOS at your fingertips.” If 
you enter DOS commands in the com- 
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BEFORE 

YOU DAMAGE YOUR COMPUTER, 
PLUG IT IN RIGHT. 


INTRODUCING THE WIRE TREE'" 
AC SURGE PROTECTOR. 
FROMNETWORXl" 

Power surges and voltage 
spikes. Their causes can be as 
simple as someone opening 
your refrigerator, or running a 
power tool, or switching on a 
fluorescent light. 

But their results can be dev- 
astating. They can wipe out 
your computer's memory. Even 
damage its sensitive circuits. 

Thofs why smart computerj 
users protect their per- 
sonal computers by plug- 
ging them into The Wire 
tree from Networx. ■ - r^ 

The Wire Tree has ' ^ 
four outlets and provides 


power surge protection 
that conforms to IEEE 
guidelines. 

It comes with a bracket to 
mount underneath your desk 
or table and has a unique ca- 
ble support feature which or- 
ganizes your system's power 
cords into a neat bundle and 
moves them out of your way 
And it lets you control system 
power from a single illuminated 
on/off switch. 

s^' You've invested a lot of time 
and money in your com- 
j puter system. Protect that 
investment with The Wire 
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surge ecv out- 

tefsThe pul 
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PC-Draw from Nicrografx* the drawing 
system for your onke or home. 

Now, you can create diagrams, illustrations, 
charts and drawings on the IBM PC or XT™ 


And reproduce them all with your printer 
or plotter. 

With this versatile, easy-to-use graphics 
program, you can produce diagrams, sche 
matics, charts and drawings in virtually 
limitless varieties. 

PC-Draw provides you with three 
symbol libraries (software design, elec- 
trical design, and alternate text), 
multiple text fonts and the cap^ility 
to design your own symbols, with an 
extensive set of graphic functions provided for sym 
bol manipulation. These functions include object 
scaling, rotation and placement. PC-Draw lets you 
unleash your aeative energies in data processing 
design, floor plans and interior design, graphic 



illustrations, electrical design, and other 
drawing/drafting applications, And 
PC-Draw supports an optional light pren. 

The PC-Draw system requires an IBM 
PC or XT" with color monitor, graphics 
adapter, 128K of RAM and two cfekette 
drives or one diskette drive and a 
jiT hard disk. 

' Order PC-Draw for a 10-day trial. 

If you're not completely satisfied, return 
for a full refund. PC-Draw: $295. With Light Pen:$445. 
Plotter support: $100. orcxe isi on reader service card 


NMCROGRAFX 

1701 N. GieenviUe fw . Suite 703/Rchardson, TX 75061 
(214) 234-1769 
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FileCommand can 
be invoked with a 
whole passel of 
parameters. 


screens. When DOS is done, you get its 
familiar prompt along with a blinking 
block cursor. The function keys then 
revert to their normal DOS modes and you 
can enter normal DOS commands. 

Hitting Enter in response to the prompt 
takes you back into the FileCommand 
world, where your old directory awaits 
you. All the commands you entered are 
still on the screen, but they're no longer 
highlighted. If you decide that you want to 
reenter any of them, retyping one charac- 
ter in a command will instantly bring it 
back to highlighted life. 

What you’ll probably prefer to do, 
though, is use /r to “refresh” the File- 
Command display. This brings back 
excluded file entries, cleats the command 
area, and updates the current directory 
after you’ve used DOS to rename, erase, 
create, or copy files. Even if you have 
erased a file from a disk, its filespecs will 
still appear in an unrefieshed FileCom- 
mand directory, and newly added files 
won’t. That’s not exactly what you’d call 
"transparent to the user.” 

Nor, in fact, is entering a DOS com- 
mand from FileCommand transparent. 
First you have to consider what FileCom- 
mand is going to do about it. Normally, 
for example, the filespec on the current 
line is added to the end of the command 
you type in. If you type ERASE next to the 
file AJONES.BAS, then pressing Ctrl- 
Enter wipes out old Jonesy . If you want to 
enter a pure DOS command such as 
COPY AiHLENAME B:, you have to 
type /o first. The other catch is that it’s one 
line, one command; FileCommand be- 
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mand area and press Ctrl-Etner, the File- 
Command screen clears. The DOS com- 
mands are then carried out in the order 
they appeared on the FileCommand 
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Perfect Mates 
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haves as if you hit the Enter key at the end 
of each command line. 

If you want the filespec on the current 
line to be included somewhere in the com- 
mand other than at the end. you enter a 
slash. Entering copy \b: on the command 
line next to A:YAHOO.SIR and hitting 
Ctrl-Enter will copy that file to the B 
drive. 

You can al.so invoke .EXE and .COM 
(and. undocumented by the manual. 

BAT) files directly from FileCommand 
by typing a slash on the proper line and 
hitting Ctrl-Enter. If you put a bunch of 
slashes on successive lines. FileCommand 
will execute all the programs, one after the 
other. 

There’s a mess of other options that 
you are highly likely to misremember. 
Using /dn from the cuirent line replaces 
the drive letter and filename; /d inserts 
inserts just the drive letter, /n just the 
filename, and /e the extension (but not the 
period — you have to use ./e for that). To 
run a batch file with a replaceable param- 
eter, for example, you could move the cur- 
sor to the line representing the batch file 
and then type /n PARAMETER Ctrl- 
Enter. If the parameter was a filename, 
you could also move the cursor to the line 
for that filename and type in BATCHFI- 
LENAME Ctrl-Enter, 

Down The Drain 

When using its own replace, append, 
or omit option — or a DOS command and 
the slash — FileCommand doesn’t add the 
filespec to the end of a command. Like- 
wise, once you’ve used the /o command. 
FileCommand ignores the slash, /dn, /d, 
/n, and /e. If a DOS command requites a 
slash, you replace it with two slashes. 

To repeat the previous DOS command, 
you type an equal sign (=) into the com- 
mand line. This method will not repeat a 
FileCommand command, but it’s a quick 
way to do, say, a FIND across a whole 
disk. Entering an invalid command gets 
you nothing more than a beep and what 
ASCII fans will recognize as CHR$( 191 ). 
a right angle character, apparently sym- 
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bolizing effort gone down the drain. 

You can display the last DOS com- 
mand you issued by typing a question 
mark in the command area and pressing 
Ctrl-Enter. FUeCommand shows you the 
command without highlighting it. To light 
it up again, you type over any character in 
the command. You use two question 
marks to get the next-to-last DOS mes- 
sage. If the command in question was a 
FUeCommand function, you get the beep 
and angle error message. 

Confused? Me. too. Fortunately, 
there’s a way to check up on what will 
happen if you enter a particular set of com- 
mands. You simply type REM before 
whatever you have in mind. FileCom- 
mand pases the REM out to DOS along 
with the rest of the command. It's sort of a 
kludgy preview function. 

And believe me, you’ll need it. File- 
Command omitted an item essential to 
every program: a stop key. Once you’ve 
hit Ctri-Enter, there’s no way to get File- 
Command to quit, short of performing a 
three-key reset. I accidentally entered the 
wrong FIND command at the top of a 
directory, followed by 95 equal signs, and 
watched with irritation as FUeCommand 
made % futile disk accesses. The irritation 
might have turned to sheer terror had I 
mistakenly stuck an equal sign after an 
Erase command. 

More Key Evidence 

Want to reassign the function keys? 
Thai’s okay by FUeCommand. Just 
remember that Fl-FIO in any of their 
shifted forms will immediately execute 
any commands assigned to them. The Alt- 
alphabet keys just put a command up on 
the current line; they won’t do a thing until 
you’ve pressed Ctrl-Enter. 

But if you happen to press one of the 
function keys, not only do you get the 
function assigned to the key, you also exe- 
cute the other commands you entered in 
the command area. As usual, FUeCom- 
mand scans its screens from top to bottom, 
and the function you’ve pressed will be 
executed in its proper place. If there’s 
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already a command typed in on the current 
line, it will be ignored. 

To get a complete list of the key assign- 
ments, you Ctrl-Enter /k, which gets you 
three successive screenfuls of informa- 
tion. To change the key assignments you 
must cancel FUeCommand with a /c com- 
mand, then reinvoke it with the FileCom- 
mand /u command — which, as the manu- 
al forgets to remind you, requires you to 
put the FUeCommand disk back in the 
default drive. You may reasisign any func- 
tion key or Alt-alphabetic key. When 
you’re done, you get a chance to reassign 
the alternate Execute key and then save the 
changes to disk. If you want to back out, 
you have to use Ctrl-Break. 

The manual gives you examples of 
sample key assignments, and the program 
comes with built-in defaults, such as 
REFRESH for a new pass at the directory, 
and BASICA, which will invoke a .BAS 
program on the line for which it is pressed. 
My guess is that the function key reassign- 
ments could be most useful to get at paths 
and subdirectories on a hard disk. 

Down the Garden Path 

FUeCommand can be invoked with a 
whole passel of parameters. If you're a 
DOS 2.0 user, you can send it down the 
garden path to create the directory you 
want. You can start it up just for a partic- 
ular filespec. And the Amazing /q option, 
should you remember to invoke it at star- 
tup, will actually let you get past the open- 
ing IBM logo screen without hitting the 
space bar. With /u, you tell the program 
you want to change the key assignments 
on your way in. Finally, you can choose 
the startup sotting method by using the 
same /s command you use from inside the 
program. Otherwise, the default is a sort 
by date. 

Finally, but most importantly, you can 
and should reserve space for a certain 
number of directory entries. Each entry 
takes up 46 bytes of memory. By default, 
room for only 64 file entries or the number 
of files in your default drive (whichever 
number is larger) is reserved if you omit 
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At Diamond Software we offer the 
widest range of business application software for 
your IBM PC and compatibles at the lowest possible prices Not 
only that we offer same day shipment on most itemsand we accept Visa 
Mastercard and also American Express We ll even pay the shipping charges if you 
send us a money order, cashiers company or personal check Purchase orders are 
gladly accepted from qualified organizations and we welcome dealer irtquines 

^TO ORDER CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-227-0545 

> Diamond Software Supply 484 Lake Park Ave Suitel23, Oakland CA94610 

For price Quotes, mtormation. or in California call 1-416-893-7676 We credit your order lor 
tnecali Technical DeparimeM (415)893-7678 tnternationaiTeiex336i39i8ttn 1491 

Software Specialists For The IBM PC 

Call tor shipping charges IBM is a registered trademark ot Iniernaltonal Business Machines 
CPa M IS a registered trademark of Digital Research 
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To find out wlwra wa’ra showing 
off tho P1350 printor, caR on* of 
theso Toshiba distributors: 


HLECOMMAND 


the parameter. That causes no end of prob- 
lems if the directoiy of a nondefault disk 
has more than the maximum number of 
fdes. You can't append to a full directory, 
and you may not even get a complete 
directory of the disk in question. A beep 
warns you of the problem, but there’s no 
specific error message connected with it, 
and despite what the manual promises, the 
infamous CHR$(19t) does not appear. I 
fooled around with the program for hours 
before discovering, on page 48 of the 52- 
page manual, what the beep meant. For- 
tunately, you can change the default per- 
manently. 

There's also a limit to the number of 
directories, subdirectories, and filespecs 
you can append. The default is 8, but you 
can go up to IS. Again, this default can be 
modified for keeps. 

The reason the defaults are so small is 
that increasing them eats away at memory. 
Every file added to the maximum number 
chews up 46 additional bytes, and every 
directory or fdespec munches another 16 
(79 in DOS 2.0). A table on page 5 1 of the 
manual lets you figure it out. But unless 
you’re using a machine with 64K RAM or 
a program that requires every last byte of 
memory, I can’t imagine large parameters 
creating any problem. 

The manual cryptically notes that File- 
Command must be the last resident exten- 
sion of the DOS command processor cur- 
rently in memory before it can be can- 
celled. Apparently, this means it should be 
loaded last, after such things as keyboard 
enhancers, spoolers, and fake disks — 
none of which IBM recognizes. I loaded it 
after SuperDrive, ProKey, and WordStar 
to no apparent ill effect. FUeCommand, 
incidentally, can be copied. It will work 
from an AUTOEXEC.BAT file. 

The Final Mystery 

Sure, I can see some nifty ways this 
thing can work. As I mentioned, it was 
very handy for a disk-wide FIND. You 
could conceivably get a date-sorted direc- 
tory at the end of the day, then go through 
a whole mess of copy conunands with 


equal signs and have FUeCommand exe- 
cute them all at once. But the Backup 
function of DOS 2.0 does this already 
(will somebody please find me a simple 
program that does exactly what that pro- 
gram does, but for diskettes?). And for 
months I’ve been using a public-domain 
directory sotting program that’s not as fan- 
cy as this one but certainly suffices for my 
needs. 

I suppose folks with DOS 2.0 and lots 
of subdirectories might find FileCom- 
mand useful, particularly its ability to 
append and sort directories to see what’s 
out there in fixed disk heaven. But in 
many ways this program is overiy com- 
plex and confusing, and it requites learn- 
ing a whole new set of commands. One 
truly annoying aspect of FUeCommand is 
the way it can execute a bunch of com- 
mands you didn’t intend, because they 
appear on a screen of the directory you 
forgot to look at. An important function 
that’s missing is a simple key that will 
clear all the commarxl lines without exe- 
cuting any of the conunands. As it stands, 
you have to check each line to make sure it 
doesn’t contain anything you didn’t mean 
to include there. A couple of simple help 
screens, or even a quick reference card, 
would also have made life with this pro- 
gram much, much nicer. And the omis- 
sion of a Stop conunand is absolutely 
intolerable. 

Yes, this program makes certain things 
easier. Theoretically, it’s delightful to be 
able to move the cursor to a particular line, 
hit a function key, and watch the file get 
copied, just like that. But which method 
really is easier finding BATCHFILE- 
NAME by moving the cursor through a 
multi-page directory and then typing /n 
PARAMETER, or simply typing 
BATCHFILENAME PARAMETER? 

The visual shell awaits, folks. FUe- 
Command is not a terrible program; it 
worked and didn’t produce any unseemly 
errors while I played with it. But the teal 
mystery is why IBM bothered releasing it 
instead of giving us a genuinely user- 
friendly operating system. ■ 
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Nothing shov\» off 
your IBM PC 
like'foshiba^ P1350 



Now there’s one three-way printer 
that fully equals the word processing, 
data and graphics capacity of your 
IBM PC: Toshiba’s P1350. 

But the P1350 is more than com- 
patible with PC hai dwai e. It will 
print programs like Lotus 1-2-3 data 
processing and graphics output with 
remarkable character definition?' 

For even more flexibility, the 
Toshiba P1350 with Qume SPRINT 5 
emulation handles all popular word 
processing programs. Under software 
command, the P1350 will print high- 
speed drafts orswitchtoletter-quality 
text and graphics. 

The innovation behind this three- 
in-one flexibility is Toshiba’s print 
head. Pin diameter has been reduced 
to just eight mils. And the number of 


pins in the print head 
has been increased to 24. 

The result is a superior 360 by 180 
dot-per-inch density pattern in the 
text mode. Instead of spinning your 
wheels at 40 cps, the FT350 produces 
letter-quality printing at idO cps. In 
its draft mode, Toshiba’s P1350 can 
accelerate up to 192 cps. 

When it comes to graphics, the 
P1350 really shows its stuff. Whatever 
your computer displays. Toshiba’s 
P1350 prints.With astonishingly 
clear definition. And extra-fine repro- 
duction that can only come from a 
print head capable of 200 million 
impressions and exclusive 180 by 180 
dot-per-inch graphics density pattern. 


Then, if that’s not 
enough to pique your 
W interest, the P1350 also 
features three differentfonts. Variable 
pitch. Subscripts, superscripts and 
underlining without the need of a 
second pass. Asuper-reliable.optional 
sheet feeder. And more. 

So show off your IBM. OR ANY 
OTHER PERSONAL COMPUTER. 
With the superior quality and 
flexibility of Tbshiba’s spectacular 
P1350 printer. 

Distributors on the adjacent list 
make it ea^ to find the P1350. Or 
get more information by calling, 
toU-fi^, 1-800-457-7777. 

‘IBM PC to Pl.'iso CTai^ics utilize* PaperScreen and color' 
CTaphirs adapter. IBM PC is a Trademark of Internalional 
Husiness Machines. Lotus and 1-2-3 arelVadeinarksorLotus 
Development Corporation. ® 1983 Toshiba America. Inc 


In 1buch with Tomorrow 

TOSHIBA 

Information Syatema Division, TOSHIBA AMERICA, INC. 
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Now the excitement of original 
arcade graphics and sound effects 
comes home to your computer 

Introducing ATARISOFT™ A new 
source for computer software. 

If you own a Commodore VIC 20 
or 64, a Texas Instruments 99/4A, an 
IBM or an Apple II, you can play the 
original arcade hits. 

DONKEY KONG by Nintendo, 
CENTIPEDE™ PAC-MAN, DEFENDER 
ROBOTRON: 2084, STARGATE and 
DIG DUG. (On the Tl 99/4A you can 
also play Protector II, Shamus, Picnic 
Paranoia and Super Storm.) 

So, start playing the original hits 
on your computer 

Only from ATARISOFT 
Some g ames also available on 
ColecoVision and Intellivisinn 


ATARISOFT 

Now your computer fits 
the arcade hits. 


" “^I'y Co sublicensed to Atari. Inc byNamco- 

Amenca, 1^ DEFENDER ts a trademark of WiBbitb Electronics 
Wiliams Electron«s. Inc ' 

® trademark and O of Williams 1982 manu- 
fac^red under license from WiHiams Electronics. Inc STARGATE 
«atredefnark md O of Wiflams 1981. manufactured under license 
>s created and designed 

by Namco manufactured under license by Atan Inc Tr^ 

protector II is a trademark oTsyrw 
''cense by Atan. 

0^ Synapse Software Corporation 
m^actur^ under license by Atan Inc PICNIC PARANOIA a a 
AtoJ^Rnpro^rim^r*®^ Corporation, manufactured by 
^ IS engineered and designed by Synapse 

under Icense by Atan^ Inc 
are manufactured by Atari, Inc foruseon 
the above^ferenced machines and are not made, licensed or 

COMMODORE 

64, VIC 20, TEXAS INSTRUMENTS 93/4A IBM APPLE CHIP 
COJA^and INTELLIVISION are 

Comm^jreE^tronics Lmted. Texas Instruments, International 
a'IS Coleco Industnes. 

^ AO Warner Communications Company 
0 1903 Atan, Inc All nghts reserved 


Complete this coupon and we'll keep you ' 

up to date on the newest hits from ! 

ATARISOFT” 

Name 


Address 


City State 

Zip 1 

Telephone 


PRODUCT OWNED (Check one) { 

1 □ TI-99/4A 

5 Commodore 1 

Vic 20 1 

SQ IBM PC 

sl 1 Intellivision * 

3 [ ] Commodore 64 

y\ 1 Apple II 1 

4(~1 ColecoVision 

sQ i 

Mail to: 


Atari. Inc., RO. Box 2943 


So. San Francisco, CA 94080. asm is 1 


CIRCLE 107 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


WELCOME TO 
THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA. 



It could be Wall Street tracking 
the ten most traded . . .Detroit fore- 
ca.sting automotive sales trends... 
the bt>ardriH)m analyzing cash fitiw 
requirements. 

The District of Columbia could 
be anywhere from the production 
line to the Ixutom line, because 
Columbia is the persi>nal computer 
designed for results. 

In business and profes-sional 
applications, compatibility is critical. 
That’s why Columbia computers 
are the most compatible on the mar* 
ket Rxjay. Truly compatible with 
the software designed by IBM or 
for IBM. Compatible with IBM 
PC’s and compatible with each 
other. And Columbia uses lx)th the 
MS-DOS" and CP/M-hb" oper- 
ating systems to give yt)u access to 
the widest possible range of appli- 
cations software. 

Business needs flexibility. That's 
why Columbia offers three mtxlels: 
the VP Portable for when you're on 
the nn>ve. or the MPC Desktops for 
when you're not. in your choice of 
dual flt^ppy disk or hard disk drive. 

Business appreciates value. That’s 
why Columbia persimal computers 
are aggressively priced, and every 
i>ne comes complete with an exten- 
sive library of software. No extra cost. 

The District of Columbia. It’s the 
place to be if your place is in busi- 
ness. .See the Autht)rized Columbia 
Dealer w'ht>’s right In your district 
or write us at 4I.S0 Rumsey Road. 
Columbia. MD 21043. 


IBM and IBM PC are rcgistared trademarks of 
International Business Machines CP/M 86 is a 
registered trademark of Digital Research Inc 
MS DOS IS a registered trademark of Microsoft 
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SANDLER’S SCREEN/COREY SANDLER 


A Secret Inside The ROM 

Sandler ruminates about the importance of keyboards, and 
PCyr’s keyboard in particular. He reveals a secret and brings us 
the latest in entry devices, a six-key board that does it all. 


A h, keyboards. Can’t live with them 
and can’t live without them. 

Many of us who write about microcom- 
puters really couldn’t give a bouncing 
baud over the nature and brand of the latest 
CMOS microprocessor or VLSI graphics 
controller in the new Model 6SJ7 PC- 
compatible super-duper computer and cof- 
feemaker. All this is just fodder for the 
computer technoids. We writers want to 
know what it can do for us. We’re inter- 
ested in knowing how to work our com- 
puters. not how our computers work. 

But gather any two electronic micro 
journalists (we used to be called "ink- 
stained wretches” when I first broke into 
newspaper business) at the bar of a trade 
show hospitality suite these days, and all 
you’ve got to do to touch off an argument 
is mention the word keyboard. 

Take the IBM PC keyboard — please. 
For some of us. it is Big Blue’s biggest 
blunder. The keys are in the wrong places; 
it has a touch possessed of all the subtlety 
of a diamond cutter with a bad case of the 
hiccups and makes a noise that sounds like 
a rusted-out Corvair crossing a triple set of 
Chesapeake & Ohio railroad tracks at an 
imprudent rate of travel. 

But then there are those who simply 
cannot stand the other extreme — the 
whipped cream contacts of the Compaq, 
Columbia, and many of the other pretend- 
ers to Big Blue’s throne. 



And I’m not even going to get into the 
whole argument about the disadvantages 
of the so-called Qwerty keyboard. (In case 
there’s one reader left who hasn’t heard 
the tale, the QWERTY arrangement, 
which gets its name from the first six let- 
ters in the top alphabetic row, was intro- 
duced in a deliberate attempt to slow down 
the early users of the typewriter, who had 
been jamming the keys too readily.) There 
is an alternative layout, with its own band 
of proselytizers, called the Dvorak key- 
board. And if you really want to be arcane, 
I worked my way through college as a 
printer, often tripping my fingers across 
the Linotype keyboard, which had a home 
row of ETAOINSHRDLUC. 

What brings all this to mind, though, is 
the current round of verbal fisticuffs 
among chip-stained wretches and between 


these wretches and IBM. In November, 
the company finally unveiled its Peanut 
home computer, which turned out to be 
neither called Peanut, nor aimed solely at 
the home market. But who ever accused 
rumormongers of telling the whole truth 
and nothing but? 

Not Amused 

On the morning after the Big An- 
nouncement, 1 was summoned to appear 
on a national morning television news 
show to give 31.2 seconds’ worth of 
appraisal of the PCjr. I said all kinds of 
nice things about the machine and praised 
IBM for maintaining compatibility with 
the huge PC-DOS software library and for 
its continued commitment to quality of 
construction. And then I tossed off a mild 
rebuke about the input device, calling it a 
“Chiclet” keyboard and describing it as 
neither wonderful nor terrible, but certain- 
ly a bit odd. 

Big Blue was not amused. 

Well, I’ve got a little more than 31.2 
seconds here, so let me go on: The PCjr’s 
keyboard is neither fish, nut, nor fowl. It 
has all of the necessary keys for PC com- 
patibility, and the spacing of the keytops 
has the same % inch separation as that of 
any other typewriter, but the appearance, 
feel, and sound is^ — well, different. 

Okay, so I raised IBM’s corporate 
blood pressure a few points when I spoke 


PC MAGAZINE •FEBRUARY21.1984 


323 



SANDLER’S SCREEN 


of "Chiclets.” "Not tnie,” it squawked. 
“Who said keytops have to be square?" it 
asked us. "The.se just happen to be rect- 
angular, and we think they're quite nice.” 
Like Chiclets. 

The next thing we computerized scrib- 
blers did was complain that our clumsy 
little fingers kept slipping off the 
ASDFGHJKL:” row where they belong- 
ed and that our usual furious pace of 12 
words a minute had dropped to a shameful 
7. And the touch — well, one wag said it 
was like massaging fruit cake. Personally, 
1 found it mote like jamming Plastic Wood 
into nail holes in my latest attempt at mak- 
ing another book.shelf for my home office, 
and that is not my favorite task in life. 

"Well, the test group of secretaries we 
had try out the PCjr keyboard for us said 
they loved it," IBM replied. “And they 
started out and finished at 55 words per 
minute." 

Peanut Butter Proof 

Then we thought we really had them 
when IBM began talking about the advan- 
tages of its "rubber dome technology," 
which serves as the ultimate peanut butter 
proofing for any keyboard yet devised. 
This didn't impress us a bit until we real- 
ized that this would also mean that a 
spilled Scotch or a tumbled Tanqueray 
would do our PCjr keyboard no harm — 
perhaps it might lubricate the word 
machine a bit. Now that's an argument 
sure to please the heart of many an elec- 
tronic hacker. 

Well, we could see that this argument 
could lead only to an unhappy conclusion: 
25 rounds of "The quick brown fox 
jumped over the lazy sleeping dog,” at 20 
paces. Then almost by accident we made a 
little discovery. 

I was down in Boca Raton doing some 
almost nondestructive testing of the PCjr 
with a few of the writers from that other 
magazine where I now hang my hat, PCjr. 
Magazine (on sale now at newsstands or 
by subscription) when we found a deep, 
dark secret buried in Junior's ROM. 

Yes, folks, IBM will defend its deci- 
sion to go to the strange 62-key PCjr pea- 


nut butter proof, fruitcakelike. Chiclet- 
topped keyboard. But we found inside the 
ROM a diagnostic test to check out the 
functioning of a (gasp!) — 83-key key- 
board, one that looks ju.st like the key- 
board I'm clacking along on now to write 

IBM will defen(d its 
decision to go to the 
strange 62-key PCyr 
peanut butter proof, 
fruitcakelike, Chiclet- 
topped keyboard. 

this column. 

What does this mean? Only time will 
tell, but one thing for certain is that IBM 
has left its options open. Another key- 
board for the PCjr may emerge: there 
could be a PCjr workstation, or there just 
might be a flood of upgraded keyboards 
from other quarters of the multibillion dol- 
lar subindustry spawned by IBM. 

All of this, though, is mere chewing 
gum when it comes to the plans of an 
American/British Company called Micro- 
writer, which has abandoned the entire 
Qwerty keyboard, scorned the Dvorak 
alternative, and eliminated 77 keys from 
the PC board! 

The company's device, also called 
Microwriter, has only six keys, but with it 
you can write all of the words and num- 
bers you will ever need, with one hand. 

What these hopeful, hardworking capi- 
talists are promoting is a 2-pound hand- 
held word processor about the size of a 
paperback book. With a $499 pricetag, it 
has a 14-character liquid crystal display 
and 8K of nonvolatile memory that can 
store about five pages of double-spaced 
text. Its programming includes a text edi- 
tor with capabilities for typing, inserting, 
deleting, and formatting. It also offers 
serial communications for dumping text to 
a printer, modem, an IBM PC, or a micro- 
cassette for storage. (It is available from 
Microwriter (U.S.A.), Inc., 17 East 71 


St,, New York, NY 10021.) 

The Microwriter is said to be a reason- 
able success in the United Kingdom, with 
more than 1 ,000 sold already. It is making 
its American debut this year. 

This new product is exciting for its 
implications about the future of the porta- 
ble office. But we're gathered here to 
argue about the keyboard, and this one is a 
real red herring: six keys for every letter of 
the alphabet, all ten numbers, most com- 
mon ASCII characters, and a set of com- 
mands for word processing. It works, 
obviously, through combinations of keys 
in a system that proved unexpectedly easy 
to learn. 

The device, produced for now in a 
right-handed version only, has a platform 
shaped to fit the hand quite nicely. There 
are four keys spread across the top, which 
match the typical lengths of the index, 
middle, ring, and little fingers. re.spective- 
ly. There are fifth and sixth keys in easy 
striking distance of where the thumb 
would fall. You are asked to "draw" the 
letters through key combinations; a J- 
shaped combination of key.strikes for 
example, produces the letter J on the 
screen. It sounds complicated, but is not. 
Despite my years of QWERTY-pounding, 
I was able to click along at about 10 or 15 
words per minute. 

1 tried it and I sort of liked it. It's a great 
way to meet women or start conversations 
with unusual folks on the 5:44 to Croton- 
Harmon. Here I was clicking away on this 
funny-looking brown package. One of my 
seatmates one evening was convinced it 
was one of those table-top Pac-Man 
games. 

Anyhow, it remains to be seen whether 
Microwriting will replace Qwertying (I 
wonder if it will plug into the PCjr?). But I 
did have a wonderful thought: I'm going 
to ask the Microwriter people to come up 
with a left-handed version of the machine 
for me. Then 1 could sit on the couch at 
home and write my column with one hand 
and a chapter for my next book with the 
other. As long as the left hand didn't know 
what the right was doing, I could meet all 
of my deadlines. ■ 
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For IBM Personal Computers in 
Education, Home and Business Use 
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F ulfill all of your expectations for your IBM 
personal computer with PCjr, the applica- 
tiohs masazine written for you and your house- 
hold! Whether you’re completing your banking 
from home, cataloging your book, record or 
recipe collections, teaching your pre-schooler 
math or the alphabet, preparing your taxes or 
term papers, or just playing games, PCjr will 
enable you to get the most out of all IBM PC's or 
compatible computers! 

PCjr is written for all members of your house- 
hold as a tool to utilize your computer to its 
fullest extent 

SUISCRIBE TODAY AND SAVE UP TO 35%! 


FbrIBM Ptrsonal Compuietsin 
tducaiion, Homcand Business Use 


eH2U 

K) BOX S4Sq BouUrr. Colorado 8039S 


YES, please enroll me as an introductory Subscriber to PC JR. for: 
□ One year (12 issues) □ Two years □ Three years 

$14 97 and SAVE 25% $2797 a 


7 and SAVE 30% 


$3897 and SAVE 35% 


please ffame m full 


Gty_ 


_Zip_ 


CHECK ONE: □ Payment enclosed Q Bill me later 
Charse My. □ American Express □ Visa G MasterCard 


Savinss based on fuM or«-year sobscripMn price or S W97 
Please allow 30 to 60 days tor delivery or rirsi issue 


. Exp Date- 
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dot pitch, 60 cotuorvi text. 


THE PRINCETON HX-t2 

HIGH RESOtUTION RGB COLOR MOMTOR 
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DON'T COMPROMISE 


coHpapp COMPARE | 

coMpare COMPARE I 
coHpare COMPARE I 

coHpare COMPARE I 


Share and share alike. 






The extras youll like 

You'll appreciate the specialized network 
utilities available with PCnct. Like print 
spooling, multi-tasking, and file-lock- 
ing. Plus the ability to communicate 
with IBM PC look-alikes. In addition, 
the Pascal Bubble”* is supported under 
MS DOS. 

Full customer support 

Only Santa Clara Systems offers you 
worldwide support with PCnet. A full 
90-day warranty. And a complete line of 
hard-diik storage products tailor made for use 
with the PCnet. featuring up to a V 2 giga- 
byte of storage per PC and removable 
Winchester cartridges for backup. 

See the difference sharing can make in 
your business. Our starter kit has every- 
thing you need to network two PCs right 
away — two PCnet boards, cable, and 
documentation. For more information, 
call or write us today! 


Santa 

Clara 

Systems, Inc. 


1860 Hartog Dr. , San Jose, CA 95 13 1 
(408) 287-4640/Telex; 176309 SCSSNJ 

PCnrt II * regiKcrcd irademuk of Orchid Technology 
PMtii Bubble It a tegiuerrd indemarkof DATALEX 


PCnet;:. 
atniedow-cost 
network for IBM 
Personal (Computers. 


Share and grow with PCnet from Santa 
Clara Systems . . . the true local area net- 
work for the IBM Personal Computer 
(PC) and its MS-DOS operating System. 
PCnet allows the sharing of hard disks, 
floppy disks, letter-quality printers, 
modems, and internal memory by all 
networked PCs. So you can add new 
dimensions of capability to your system 
while reducing your per station costs! 

True network news 

With its proprietary, on-board intelli- 
gence, P(inet permits direct communi- 


Service for thousands 

You have plenty of room to grow. And, 
as you add more users, your peripheral 
resource power and memory capacity 
increase linearly. For all that it offers, 
PCnet is surprisingly easy to install. Just 
plug a PCnet board into an I/O slot of 
each IBM PC you want to include in your 
network. Then tap into the standard 
coaxial cable — offered in lengths of 
more than one mile with PCnet! 


cation between all PCs in your network. 
If one goes down, the others don’t. 
Unlike other network products, a dedi- 
cated disk server is not necessary, saving 
you money. In fact, no extra hardware is 
required to add more stations; just one 
PCnet board for each and you’re set. 
Plus, PCnet is transparent to all IBM 
and compatible software. 



How HP business graphicsi 



Enhance your reputation for being more pro- 
fessional, persuasive, credible and effective 
than your competition with the new HP 7475A 
Business Professional’s Plotter. 


Make a first impression that lasts 



The vital importance of graphics to today's business professional 
cannot be overstated. In survey 
after survey, statistics prove 
graphics can help you 
spot trends and relation- 
ships quickly, 
analyze data 
accurately, and 
communicate 
your ideas 
with more 


clarity 
and power 
than in any 
other way. 

Even more im- 
portant, graphics 
can actually increase 
personal and company 

f productivity. And create a 
irst impression of quality and 
professionalism that lasts and lasts. 


Graphics: the end to meetings 
that go nowhere 

In a fascinating research project conducted by The University of 
Pennsylvania, 123 MBA candidates were involved in a study 
designed to test the effectiveness of business graphics in meeting 
situations. The results were startling. In the group wlKre visual 
aids were used: 

• Meetings were shorter: The study showed a 28% reduction in 
meeting length when transparencies were used. 

• Group consensus was faster: Agreement was reached by 79% of 
the group using transparencies, compared with only 8% among 
the control group using no visual aids. 

• The decision process was accelerated: 64% of study participants 
said they made their business decisions immediately after the tns- 
ual presentation. When overheads were not used, the control group 
said they delayed decision-making until some time after the group 


discussion following the presentation. 

• Presenters with visual aids were perceived as being more profes- 
sional, persuasive, credible and effective than those not using 
visual aids. 

Now, with the new HP 7475A Business Professional's Pbtter, 
your meetings can have immediate and productive results like 
these. 


How the quality look 
of HP graphics can help 

The way you present your information can be equally as important 
as the actual information you're presenting. And that's whm the 
new HP 7475A Business Professional's Plotter lets your profes- 
sionalism shine through. 

Standards unsiurpassed in the 
plotter business 

The technical standards of the HP 7475A have no equal for pro- 
ducing quality graphics. With a resolution of one-thousandth-ot-an- 
inch, curved lines are smooth, not tagged, and straight lines are 
consistently straight. Its exceptional repeatability (the ability of a 
pen to return prectse/y to a ^ven point) assures that intersecting 
lines and drcular shapes will meet exactly The result is high-quality 
charts and graphs youll be proud to present. 

Why 6 pens when experts say 4 will do? 

Graphics industry experts maintain that 
good graphics contain four colors per 
chart. But Hewlett-Packard g( 
experts two better by providi 
six-pen carousel, so you a 
store and use pens of dinerent 
widths — thick pens for 
bold headings and thin 
pens for details. And 
with six pens, you 
won't have to 
waste valuable time 
changing them. That’s 
important when "the 
boss wants to see your pre- 
sentation in twenty minutes!” 

WiththeHP7475A,you ali 
get automatic pen capping to . 
vent pens from drying out between 
uses, and special "pen damping' 

(gently lowering the pen to the paper 
transparency) to increase pen life and ensure better line quality. . . 
use after use after use. You also get a rainlx>w of 10 colors to 
choose from , in two line widths. 




Your choice: 2 paper sizes and today’s 
most popular graphics software pack^es 

While most professional business applications will be satisfied with 
standard 81^ x 11" paper or transparencies, the HP 7475A adds the 


can be the key to your success. 



capability of plotting cm larger 1 1 x 
17" media, too. The larger plots are 
especially well-suited for time lines, 

P^T charts, schematics and engineering 
drawings. 

Best of all, you don't have to be a programmer 
to produce quality graphics on the HP 7475A. 

It’s supported by a variety of professional graF^ics 
software packages for both HP and non-HP desktop 
and personal computers. 

Naturally, speaking of software compatibility leads us to 
hardware compatibility. . . . 


and you can easily change the pens 
yourself for multi-color plotting. Best of 
all. the HP 7470A 2-pen plotter lets you 
turn your personal computer into a personal 
graphics workstation for only $1095. 

Send for your FREE “Better 
Presentations Packaged’ today! 

For a FREE sample plot, overhead transparency, and more 
details, mail the coupon below today. Well also enclose a list 
of software packages you can use with the HP 7475A or HP 7470A. 


Compatible with almost any personal 
computer in the marketplace today 

With two interfaces available, the HP 7475A quickly “makes friends" 
with most models of today's most popular personal computers, 
including IBM? Apple.™ Compaq?* Osborne* and Commodore™ 
—as well as a host of HP computers. 

The cost? Surprisingly affordable 

The new HP 7475A Business Professional's Plotter is an amazingly 
affordable $1895. When you consider that a typical fee for a single 
five-color transparency from a graphics service is $50— and that 
the same transparency can be prepared for about $1 in materials 
on the HP 7475A— the return on your investment is almost 
immediate. 

Another choice: HP’s low-cost, 
high performance 
Personal Computer Plotter 

For the “business on a budgetr you may also want a look at our 
2-pen Personal Computer Plotter, the 7470A. Its low cost (only 
$1095) is as remarkable as the quality of its plots. With many of 
the same features as the new HP 7475A, the HP 7470A plots 
on a single paper size (81^ x 11"). It stores and caps two pens, 


For the name of your nearest 

Hewlett-Packard dealer call HEWLETT 

toll-free 800-FOR-HPPC. ILKM PACKARD 

1101303 


YES! I'm ready to gain a reputation for being more profes- 
sional, persuasive, credible and effective than my competition. 
Please send me your FREE “Better Presentations Package," so 
I can learn more about the new HP 7475A Business Profes- 
sional's Plotter and the HP 7470A Personal Computer Plotter. 

I understand I will receive this valuable package without cost 
or obligation. 

Name Title 

Company 

Address 

City/State & Zip 

Phone Number ( ) 

My computer is 

Send to: Hewlett-Packard 

16399 W. Bernardo Drive. San Diego, CA 92127 
Attn: Marketing Communications ii 303 PM 2 
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StatPac' 


THE 

GREATEST 


USER FRIENDLY 
STORY EUER TOLD 



Scripture Scanner™ by Omega Software™ brings you the 
complete Bible on diskettes. Scripture Scanner is based on 
two important truths: first — The Bible is more than a book 
simply to be read; it is a precious resource that should be 
used to its maximum advantage, and second — the personal 
computer now gives us complete, instant access to the eter- 
nal, living, truths of God’s Word. 

Scripture Scanner provides a menu driven program with 
continuous HELP options which make it perfect for group or 
individual Bible study. 

You may also: 

• Document lesson plans, sermon notes, or your own “Spir- 
itual Notebook” with your notes and verses retrieved from 
the Bible text. 

• Insert scripture text into your own word processor files. 

• Read, scan, print, or view two passages at the same time on 
a split screen. 

• Create a reference library from your own Bible study or 
automatically create a topical reference library from a scan 
for key words or phrases. 

Entire Bible New Testament Old Testament 
$249.95 $159.95 $129.95 



OAAEOA 

SOFTWARE 


P.O. Box 355 / Round Rock, Texas 78680-0355 
Toll Free 1-800-531-5223 or 512-255-9569 in Texas 
□ VISA □ AMERICAN EXPRESS □ MASTER CARD 

King James Version, Oihers Available Soon! 

Now available for the IBM PC, PC-XT, and Compaq. 
Available soon for the IBM PC jr. 
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Statistical Analysis Package 

A complete data manager and statistical analysis package 
similar to mainframe SPSS', 

StatPac's features include: 

batch processing, variable and value labels, select if, 
recode, recode if, compute, compute if. sort cases, list 
cases, write subfile, frequencies, descriptive statistics, 
crosstabs & chi-square, correlation & linear regression, 
Hest for matched pairs or Independent groups, multiple 
regression, one and two-way anova, two kinds of multiple 
variable response. 

StatPac can handle fixed or free format data files and 
5000 cases with up to 255 columns of information per 
case. Statistic selections and printing options are 
available on all analyses including paper saving ecology 
feature. 

Walonick Associates 

5624 Girard Av. S. 612-866-9022 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 


The Quality Analysis Package for 

the Professional * SPSS a a trademarK of SPSS. Inc. 
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BREAKTHROUGH 

SOFTWARE. 

Ota breakthrough price. 



List Management System 


This powerful piackage includes lull name and address 
iniormation plus 2 phone numbers, 5 mail profile 
codes (user defined), and 4 activity codes with dates!^ 
Phone directones. Labels up to 4 across (with / 

optional message). Master list and files for Easy y 
Writer. WordStar, or other word processors 
Instantly locate a record by Name, y/ 

Compiany, City, State, or Zip Merge $05 

files or create sub-liles. Up to 2,400 RKiudes dt«k«tte 

records per diskette depending on y’' wnun and trapping 
capacity X *t* tor only 



i software 


6107 West MHI Road, Flourtown, PA 1903t 215-836-1406 

CIRCLE 465 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

PC MAGAZINE a FEBRUARY 21, 1984 



PC ARCADE/PHIL WISWELL 


Mental Gymnastics in the PC 

Two new games for the PC offer adventure and excitement 
in a gold mine maze, and team fun in a computer version 
of the television classic, Concentration. 



T his is my fust column for PC, and 
I’m excited to be here. PC Arcade 
will now offer in^lepth reviews of simula- 
tion, adventure, war, fantasy, and other 
nonarcade games, in addition to the usual 
arcade favorites. 

The IBM PC is no toy when it comes to 
playing games. It is a machine with large 
memory capacity, capable of impressive 
graphics and good sound effects. These 
capabilities will be kept in mind, particu- 
larly when reviewing software that was 
originally designed for another system. 
After all, it is important that even game 
software utilize all the advantages of the 
PC. 

Shultz's Treasure may not ring as an 
appealing title, but this is one program that 
maze/action fans will be delighted to own. 
If you like the Hall of Mirrors at the 
amusement park, where every turn looks 
strangely familiar, you’ll love roatrring the 


Shultz’s Treasure 
Computer Easy 
414 East Southern 
Tempe, AZ 85224 
(602) 829-9614 
List Price: $34.95 

Requires: 64K RAM, one disk drive, 
PC-DOS 1.1, color graphics board, 
and color or monochrome monitor 
with graphics adaptor. 

CIRCLE 760 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


hallways of Shultz's Treasure as much as I 
do. It is cleverly constracted, attractively 
designed, and thought provoking. It rein- 
forces the skills of orientation and map 
reading on multiple levels. 

The title screen presents game options, 
which include the choice to play from the 
keyboard or with a joystick, with or with- 
out sound, and you can select various 
background colors. The player can also 


save and load games in progress. Shultz's 
Treasure offers 7 different skill levels. 

Two-thirds of the screen displays a 
first-person, pigeon-hole view of the 
maze, which recedes nicely into the back- 
ground, creating the illusion of depth. The 
remaining third of the screen displays an 
overhead view of the entire maze with a 
dot that indicates your position. 

The object of Shultz's Treasure is to 
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roam the hallways in search of hidden 
gold, fighting off attacking creatures and 
picking up useful tools along the way. To 
be successful, the gold must be blasted out 
of the walls and earned back to the starting 
point of the maze. 

Foitunately, when you select an easier 
level of play, you will be equipped from 
the start with a gun for defense, night gog- 
gles (essential to see anything in the 
maze), an overhead map with pathfinder 
dot, a compass, an ore detector to pinpoint 
the gold, dynamite to uncover it, and a 
mining car to haul it back. On the most 
difficult level, the player starts out with 
only a gun and mining car. Until you 
stumble across the night goggles, you 
can't see a thing. 

Creatures 

Of course, you are rarely alone in the 
halls of Shultz's Treasure. Creatures, such 
as bats and dogs, fly or walk toward you, 
gening larger as they approach. At this 
point either you get it or it gets you. The 
game would pose little challenge without 
these creatures, but bear in mind it’s gold 
you're after — don’t waste time looking 
for a fight. 

Of the many creanires, bats are your 
worst enemies because their sole object is 
to bump into you and steal your posses- 
sions. You’ll realize how devastating this 
can be the first time one steals your path- 
finder, and the dot representing your posi- 
tion on the map disappears! Stolen posses- 
sions are dropped in a random maze cor- 
ridor and remain there until you run across 
them again. A list of your possessions 
appear in the upper right comer of the 
screen. 

Creatures other than bats will not steal 
your physical possessions; they will just 
sap your strength. If one of them gets too 
close to you, the screen will briefly flash 
red, and a bar at the top representing your 
strength will shrink. The game is over 
when the bar disappears. 

The Ore 

In addition to watching your position 
334 


on the overhead map, there is one other 
important item to monitor — the ore detec- 
tor. This little box begins to fill up with 
gold color the closer you get to the loca- 
tion of the gold. It will turn solid red when 
your character teaches the exact spot 
where the dynamite should be dropped to 
uncover the ore. If you ate successful, the 
ore will automatically be loaded into the 
mining car. 

The maze itself is intricate and too large 
to easily memorize. Furthermore, the 
maze for each new game is randomly gen- 
erated from among 10,(XK) possibilities, 
which makes Shultz's Treasure highly 
replayable. 

On PC's game rating scale of one to 
six, Shultz's Treasure rates: 


FUN: 4.5 
CHALLENGE : 5.0 
GRAPHICS/SOUND: 4.0 
TOTAL: 13.5 


Match Wits 
CBS Software 
One Fawcett PI. 

Greenwich, CT 06836 
(203) 622-2500 
List Price: $29.95 

iRequires: 64K RAM, one disk drive, 
PC-DOS 1.1, color graphics board, 
and color or monochrome monitor 
with graphics adapter. 
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Match Wits is a computerized version 
of the classic television game show ‘ ‘Con- 
centration.” It acconunodates a large 
group of players at one time, by splitting 
them into two teams. Match Wits is equal- 
ly challenging when played alone, but not 
as much fiin; the solitaire player has to 
take turns for the imaginary player. 

To begin a game, each player types in a 
team name so the computer can identify 
which player is to move next. Then a list 
of six general subject categories appears: 
Sports, Words, Cities, Fatiwus People, 
Multiplication, and Animals. Selecting a 
category causes three subcategories to 
PC MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 21, 1984 



Flip the pages. You see PC modem cards with 
fewer features advertised for as much as 
$599. Up until now that's how much it cost to 
make a modem capable of transmitting at 1 20 
characters per second (1200 baud). It doesn't 
take a computer to figure out the savings in 
phone line charges when you communicate 
four times faster than the 30 character per 
second modems (300 baud). Now you can have 
the solution to your communication needs at 
an affordable price. 

SEE HOW THEY WORK 

You can image how precise the components 
have to be to convert tones over a phone line 
into 1 20 characters every second. Precision 
equates to cost. With the advent of the mass 
market in personal computers the economies 
of scale drove the costs of manufacture down, 
but did not effect the precision required. The 
technology used is called "analog filtering". It 
is the process of sending (modulating) and 
receiving (demodulating) tones with perfect 
pitch. A lot of adjusting, noise suppression, 
and a little magic is required. Rea) expensive. 
Some use lots of chips and filters (known as 
discrete components). The latest rage is LSI 
(Large Scale Integration) technology. Which is 
the same old analog stuff condensed onto 
fewer chips. 


ADVANTAGE ffl 

Digital Signal processing 



A NEW IDEA 

We took a different approach. Through the use 
of four microprocessors the tones are chopped 
up digitally and measured millions of times per 
second, eliminating the need for analog cir- 
cuity. Two microprocessors do the modulating, 
two the demodulating. The chips are pro- 
grammed to emulate the 103 (30 characters 
persecond)or212(120charactersper second) 
standards and determine the correct speed 
automatically. It's a proven technology that 
provides outstanding performance. Best of all, 
it's inexpensive and reliable. 


U<'*kM<lil<il*ili 





1 200 Baud. 
Auto-Dial, 

Modem for IBM PC 


PC212A/1200: 

A GENUINE BREAKTHROUGH 



NO CORNERS CUT 

We included every feature you would want in a 
modem card. It's FCC registered for direct 
connection to your modular phone jack with 
the cord which is included. There is a separate 
modular jack for your telephone or you can 
listen through the onboard speaker. The auto- 
dialer works on rotary lines, tone lines, or a 
combination of both, and will pause for use 
with Sprint or MCI. It will work in originate 
or auto-answer modes. A separate micropro- 
cessor, a ZB. controls all the functions. 


ADVANTAGE #3 

Just one slot in PC or XT 


AN ASYCHRONOUS ADVANTAGE 

The modem board is addressed in the 
software as C0M1 or COM2 and we 
have a harvdy little option you ought to 
consider. If you would like to use the 
asyrKhrorvMJS communications port when 
your modem is not in use, we will add a 
connector ar>d the necessary circuitry for 
just $20. This saves you the hundred 
bucks or so you would spend for arxither 
async card and saves a valuable slot. It 
can be configured as COM1 or COM2 
ar)d works just like IBM's does. 

THIN IS IN 


LET'S TALK SOFTWARE 
Our modem is 100% compatible with the 
Hayes software commands so you can use any 
of the popular communications packages like 
IBM's Asynchronous Communications Sup- 
port. CrossTalk, Transend, or PC Modem. We 
go one better than the competition. We include 
PC-TALK III. PC WORLD magazine referred to 
it as "the benchmark that other PC communi- 
cations packages are measured against." It 
stores phone numbers, handles setting the 
modems characteristics, saves to disk files, 
transmits from disk files, even binary files. You 
can program up to forty keys to have things like 
passwords and log-on information be entered 
when you hit them. And to make sure data is 
sent and received accurately, the XMODEM 
protocol detects errors caused by poor line 
quality and automatically retransmits the data. 


ADVANTAGE #2 

Optional external serial port connector 


It plugs into your IBM PC or XT and occupies 
any one slot since it is just 1/2 of an inch 
thick. This is made possible by using a special 
speaker which is just 1/8" tall. Competing 
brands either use a convential cone type 
speaker, or they just skip the speaker alto- 
gether. Some modems also have large trans- 
formers which allow rob valuable space. 


WHY BUY FROM US 

Because besides having the best product on 
the market, we stand behind it and you. You 
get factory direct technical support after the 
sale. If an any time during the one year war- 
ranty period your modem should require ser- 
vice, we will fix or replace it within 48 hours. 


Notice also there are no hidden charges in our 
price. Nothing extra for credit cards or COD 
charges. We even pay UPS shipping. If you still 
are not convinced, and are ready to buy another 
brand of modem, ask them if they will take our 
acid test. 


THE ACID TEST 

Qubie gives you a 30 day satisfaction guaran- 
tee on your modem. If you are not completely 
satisfied we will refurnl the entire amount of 
your purchase including the postage to return 
it. If you can, get anyone selling one of our 
competitor's products to give you the same 
guarantee. Buy any modem you like and return 
the one you don't like. We know which one you 
will keep. 



ORDER TODAY 

It's easy to order by mail or by phone. 



BY PHONE: Call us and one of our 
sales staff can answer any questions 
you have and take your order. Have your 
Visa or Mastercard number handy when 
you call. 

( 805 ) 987-9741 

BY MAIL; We need your name and 
street address, daytime phone number, 
how many modems you want, and 
whether your computer has single or 
double sided drives. 

$299 includes; PC 21 2A/1 200 auto- 
dial modem card. PC-TALK III software, 
cord to connect to modular phone jack, 
and manual. 1 year limited warranty. 

Optional. Connector and circuitry to use 
serial port for another serial device $20. 

SHIPMENT 

We pay UPS surface charges. UPS 2 day 
air service add $5 extra. Credit card or 
bank check orders shipped next day. 
(Personal checks take 18 days to clear) 
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4809 Calle Alto. Camarillo, CA 93010 

Tempo House, 15 Falcon Road 
London SW11. United Kingdom 
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appear. For example. Actors is a subcate- 
gory of Famous People. 

The two players, or teams, then take 
turns selecting any two boxes, numbered I 
through 30, from the 5-by-6 grid. Behind 
each box is a name, a word, or a “wild 
card” symbol, which has a match else- 
where on the grid. If a player selects two 
boxes that do not match, the turn passes to 
the other player. If there is a match, that 
player receives ISO points, and the pro- 
gram reveals whatever parts of the rebus 
puzzle are hidden behind those two loca- 
tions. The object, of course, is to be the 
first to figure out what common saying or 
famous name the puzzle illustrates. 

Strategic Tension 

A player who makes a match is given 
30 seconds to type in the solution to the 
puzzle. He may pass by hitting Enter, in 


which case it would be his turn again to 
select a pair of boxes. If he fails to answer 
or does so incorrectly, the opponent is giv- 
en a chance to win the round. Remember: 
anything you see on the screen is public 
information — a design element that 
helped "Concentration” gain popularity. 
It produces a good deal of strategic ten- 
sion. “Should I bide my time or go for 
it?” is the question here. 

A significant complaint about Match 
Wits is that the players have only 30 sec- 
onds to type in the rebus solution and hit 
Enter before the computer reads no input 
and allows the other player to take a turn. 
Let’s assume, for example, that after 
about IS seconds you figure out the rebus 
must stand for “The Midnight Ride of 
Paul Revere.” What should you do? If 
you pass, you might give your opponent a 
chance to win the round on the next turn. 


And if you try to quickly type in the 
answer but tun out of time, you’ve given 
the solution to the opponent. 

Match Wits displays an option to quit 
the game or change players at the end of 
each session, which makes it easy to play 
round-robin tournaments. The winner is 
allowed to play the same opponent again, 
take on a new opponent, or retire and 
make way for two new players. 

At first I was quite skepdcal about the 
replay value of Match Wits. I thought once 
I knew all the puzzles and rebuses that 
there would be no more reason to play. 
There is some tmth to this complaint, but 
the puzzles are constructed to minimize 
this problem. The 15 pairs of matching 
items that go into any single puzzle are 
drawn at random by the computer from a 
file of 30 pairs in that particular category. 
Also, the same rebus concealed behind 



STASDASD SUPPORT: 

LIGHT PEN 
MIcroialt Moum 

KoalaPad Touch Tablot 

JOYSTICK 


OPTIONAI. SUPPORT: 

ODUMPIUS' 

TRANSTAR COLOR PRINTER 
IBH COLOR PRtNTER 
ROBOTICS EYE CAMERA 


COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN 
ANIMATION 

(Soundtracks, Spectat Effaces 
Scanorles, Graphic Casts) 

ANIMATED BUSINESS GRAPHICS 
ANIMATED FLOHCHARTINC 
GRAPHIC PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
(Autoaiatlc creation of GRAPHIC 
GET/PUT/DRAH BASIC formats) 
EXECUTIVE PRESENTATIONS 
PROFESSIONAL SLIDE CREATION 
VIDEO CHARACTER GENERATION 
FLOOR PUNNING, FASHION DESIGN 

• ART, ARCHITECTURE, ELECTRONICS 

• GRAPHIC NETWORK DEVELOPMENT 

ii Si pyst iy p 


3 CONFIGURATIONS: 
LENIPEN/Jr.. .5305.00 
LENIPEN/PC...S095.00 
LENIPEN/XT...S695.00 
**»DEM0DISK. . . 855.00 




DUNCAN-ATWELTI tT^em : 

COMPimMIZCD TCCNMOLOGICS, INC. I _ ^ >. m 

1200 SALEM AVENUE ,■ UNLEASH THE Graphic POU/ER of the 

iW HILLSIDE NJ 07205,B 

TCL:201-355-1690 '\ IBM PC XT IBM PC IBMPqr 


COMPimNIZCD TCCNNOLOGICS, INC. 

1200 SALEM AVENUE 
HILLSIDE NJ 07205, 1 
TEL:201-355-1690 

version of the popular LENIPEH Color Graphics Systen 
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GENERATION (Very Compact 
Graphic Program Screams). 

9 HUMAN ENGINEERED with 
VISUAL & MUSICAL ICONS 
9 COMPRESSED GRAPHIC DATABASES 
(Up to 98X savings over BASIC 
BSAVE PICTURE STORAGE SPACE). 
5 DYNAMIC GRAPHIC WINDOWS 
^ IMAGE COUPLING, COLOR MIXING 
3 MODEM TRANSMISSIBLE ! 

9 64a. SHADING PATTERNS, VIDEO 
GRIDS, ELECTRONIC CRAYONS 
9 5 Levels FREE-HAND ART 
! 3-D BUBBLE ART, CUT/PASTE 
e BIPLANAR GRAPHIC SCREENS 



IT’S WORTH $2,500 


We re betting it won't be. And so 
is a million dollar blanket coverage 
policy from a world renowned 
insurance underwriter based in 
London, England. It insures your 
equipment against the same dang- 
ers that our products protect against. 

Let those unpredictable “surges, " 
"spikes," “glitches" and other 
powerline problems occur, (and 
they Will). 

A wide range of causes, from 
lightning to on-off switching of 


electrical motors can produce these 
destructive surges that endanger 
both hardware and software, but 
EPD will be standing behind you 
with unsurpassed technology and 
up to $2,500. 

The Lemon The Lime'", 

The Orange , The Peach , The 
Grizzly ’” and The Hawk " are all 
protection devices that promise to 
carry out their assigned tasks or 
we will repair or replace your equip- 
ment for up to $2,500. 


This is our guarantee and we re 
betting on it. No matter what 
happens, you win. 

DON T PLUG IN r.’ilHOU: US 


El^ctr.-.n;- protection Oc ' --- 

PO Box 673. Waltham, MA 0225* 
(617) 891-6602 • 1-800-343-181: 
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Unlock The 
Full Fbwer 
of Lotus vm : 



KEY n'" Data Management for 1-2 -3 is a macro program 
that helps you process databases in 1-2-3 worksheets faster and 
easier than ever before. Its simple and logical menus put 1-2-3’s 
powerful analytical tools at your command, while reducing 
your keystrokes by up to 90 piercent. 

You define the results you want with just a few keystrokes. 
KEY n takes care of the details. 

Ask for KEY II at your dealer or call today. 



P.o. Box IS, Hilton Head UbnJ, SC 2‘NW 
(803) 7854949 

KEY 11 and UnkKk the Full Pou or are trademarks of Li{^iht>u.*« Software Corporation. KEY 11 operates on 
the IBM® PCP’ and all 100% IBM-PC compatible computers. Lotus and 1-2'^ arc trademarks of 
Ltinjs Development Corporation. IBM PC and XT arc trademarks of IBM Corporation. Price for KEY 11 is 
$189.00. Add $5.00 per tnxier for shipping and handling. Dealer inquiries invited. 
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PC ARCADE 


two different puzzles gets uncovered in a 
different manner, which helps further 
mask the others. 

Let’s assume, however, that despite 
these masks, you are familiar with the 
facts pertaining to Cities, or that the 
vocabulary given in the Words section is 
beyond your level. No problem, you can 
alter the preprogrammed files or create 
your own from scratch. To do so, select 
the Secretary program from the main 
Game Menu, which will allow you to cre- 
ate an entire game. You must create three 
files, one for each round or set. Each file 
must have enough space to contain up to 
30 matching pairs if you want to take 
advantage of the computer’s ability to ran- 
domly create different puzzles from the 
same category file. The Secretary program 
also prompts you to create and save a new 
Game Menu whenever a new file is creat- 
ed so that it may be accessed for play. 

There is no need for a blank formatted 
disk, because the game disk stores up to 16 
completed subject categories of three 
game files each. 

The most significant achievement of 
Match Wits is that everything about the 
matching pairs and subject matter can be 
controlled and fine-tuned to interest any- 
one from age three to ninety-three, which 
makes Match Wits a good educational 
tool. You can create games about mythol- 
ogy, history, children’s literature, lan- 
guages — the possibilities are endless. 

It would have been nice to have, say, 
100 different rebuses stored on the disk, 
even if this meant having to store my own 
game files on a blank disk. A rebus gen- 
erator would have made Match Wits a 
nearly perfectly designed game. 

But until something better comes 
along. I’ll be putting Match Wits to good 
recreational use. 

On PC's game rating scale of one to 


six. Match Wits rates: 


FUN: 

5.0 

CHALLENGE : 

4.5 

GRAPHICS/SOUND: 

4.0 

TOTAL : 

13.5 


■ 
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A flawless future is in sight with 3M diskettes. 


When it comes to keeping track of precious data, predictable 
means reliable. Being able to count on every diskette, every time. 
At 3M, reliability is built into every diskette. \^ ve been in the 
computer media business for over 30 years. And we've never settled 
in. We re constantly improving and perfecting our product line, 
from computer tape and data cartridges to floppy disks. 

3M diskettes are made at 3M. That way, we have complete control 
over the entire manufacturing process. And you can have complete 
confidence in the reliability of every 3M diskette you buy. 

Look in the Yellow Pages under Computer Supplies and Parts for 
the 3M distributor nearest you. In Canada, write 3M Canada, Inc., 
London, Ontario. If it's worth remembering, it's worth 3M diskettes. 



3M hears you... 
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Powerbase 
for the powerhouse 


At last: a completely new relational 
data base management system that 
fully utilizes and enhances the power of 
the best micro on the market today. 
And makes it available to those whose 
expertise is business, not computers. 
We call it POWERBASE.™ Software 
clever enough to meet your informa- 
tion needs, easy enough to be 
mastered in half an hour. No fancy 
programming. No unnecessary com- 
puter jargon. You simply paint your 
screens and define the information you 
need. PowerBase does the rest. 
Pleasurably. 

FOMRBASEandDATAZOOMare hodenxxlu Of G MS SfOtsmi. bfC. 


PowerBase introduces DATAZOOM™ 
and the exclusive Zoom Key which, at 
the touch of your fingertip, explodes 
data to deeper and deeper levels of 
revealing detail. Other features include 
ultra-fast b-tree access, multiple files, 
powerful editing and table look-up 
functions, flexible report rwriter, the ability 
to search, sort, and scan other files. . . 
and many more. 

Master data without having to master 
computers. The power of the micro 
is now fu/Zy yours with PowerBase, the 
new breed of software that makes 
data management basically simple. 
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12 W. 37th Street N.Y., N.Y. 10018 
(212) 947-3590 
Dealer Inquiries Invited. 




BOOK REVIEW/JOHN M. WORAM 


Lost In The PC Jungle 

Ashton-Tate has published a reference manual to guide novices 
and experienced users through the undergrowth of computer 
terminology. Unfortunately, this guide has lost its way. 


W ith the abundance of software 
directories and PC manuals on the 
bookshelves today. Ashton-Tate’s recent 
announcement of a reference encyclope- 
dia was welcome news. The two-volume 
Reference Encyclopedia for the IBM Per- 
sonal Computer promised to clarify the 
details of programming while "re- 
view(ing) IBM and non-IBM programs 
and add-ons realistically, so you don’t get 
trapped in the software/hardware jungle. ’ ’ 
Ashton-Tate advertises that the book will 
expand our knowledge of IBM PCs and 
tell us "what IBM won't.” When it comes 
to manuals, Ashton-Tate points out, 
“IBM makes terrific computers.” Unfor- 
tunately, when it comes to manuals, Ash- 
ton-Tate makes teirific software. 

Consider, for example, the way the 
encyclopedia handles command listings. 
The first entry in the encyclopedia is: 
"A — Append Lines. Command in ED- 
LIN.” The four-paragraph definition that 


Reference Encyclopedia 
for the IBM Personal 
Computer 
Ashton-Tate 

10150 West Jefferson Blvd. 

Culver City, CA 90230 
$69.95 

ISBN 0-912677-01-5 
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follows consists of a two-paragraph 
description of EDLIN followed by two 
paragraphs about the A(ppend) command, 
which I quote in part: ". . . you may 
append lines from the original file by using 
the A command. A appends lines into 
memory from the original file being 
edited. This is used only with files too 
long to fit into memory.” 

The first two sentences of this state- 
ment need to be run through a merge com- 
mand. If the file is already too long to fit 
into memory, how can more lines be 
appended to it? The definition is, at best, 
vague when it states: “A(ppend) is ordi- 
narily used after W(rite) has freed up some 
memory. ...” In contrast to Ashton- 
Tate's ambiguous comments, the IBM 
E)OS manual clearly states: “To edit the 
remainder of the file that will not fit into 
memory, you must write edited lines in 
memory to diskette before you can load 
unedited lines from diskette into memory 
by using the Append Lines command.” 

The A — Append Lines definition con- 
cludes with the cross-reference “See 
EDLIN.” The EDLIN section of the man- 
ual is a five-and-a-half-page explanation, 
which I quickly scanned for remarks on 
A — Append. I finally found a reference to 
the A(ppend) command on the very last 
page, right after the definition W (Write) 
and before E (End Edit). Having found it, 
I discovered that it copies the earlier defi- 


nition almost word for word. 

Since this clearly was not satisfactory, 1 
began reading from the beginning of the 
section. A page-and-a-half in, I hit pay 
dirt. Referring to a diskette file, the ency- 
clopedia states: “In case only part was 
loaded (and only in this case) the A and W 
command may be used. You can use the 
W(rite) command to write some of the 
edited lines to diskette. Then use the 
A(ppend) command to load more lines of 
your file into memoiy.” In other words, 
before you use Append, you must make 
room in memoty by using the W(rite) 
command. In this instance, the DOS man- 
ual was clearer and more concise. 

Throughout the two volumes, there are 
many entries followed by an a.sterisk. 
These denote descriptions of a variety of 
IBM<ompatible hardware and software. 
For example, "Anaconda” was annotated 
in this manner to indicate PC compatibili- 
ty. The definition itself read, “Anacon- 
da'* — Similar to the old Blockade game, 
this program has several new and interest- 
ing twists.” Like the A — Append defin- 
tion, this one revealed little to me. 
Attempts to cross-reference were equally 
unsuccessful as “Blockade” is not even 
listed in the encyclopedia. 

The next definition, “Analog — It has a 
continuous range of voltage or current val- 
ues. Contrast with: digital,” is also vague 
and confusing. Any dictionary can pro- 
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man 


The truth about information management: 

Hie Knowle^e IVbnager 
beats dBASlTover 250 ways. 

*‘. . .the leading seller is no longer the best. 

You get more from the Knowledge 
Manager. Relational data manage- 
ment, ad hoc queries (like IBM's 
SQL/ DS), spreadsheet, math and 
statistics, printed forms manage- 
ment, screen I/O management, a 
full-scale programming language. 

All for less than the list price 

of dBASE. Plus you can now get a text processor, a forms 
painter, color graphics and a run-time version 


Time (in minutes) to sort* a two-field 
record on one numeric field. 


Records 

dBASE II 

KnowIcdfcMan 

1.000 

6.15 

5.38 

2.000 

14.93 

11.13 

5.000 

64.16 

33.73 

lO.OOO 

205.50 

69.53 


K-MAS VI.05. dBASE II V2.3D 
IBM XT. 256K RAM. heavily 
populated directory. 


All completely integrated: So you can do just about 
anything you wish. Like financi al mod eling, 
order entry. Job costing^ 
decision support. 






Dealer inquiries invited. 


KnowledgeMan is a trademark of Micro 
Data Base Systems, Inc., dBASE II of 
Ashtort-Tale, SQL/DS of IBM. 

Current release is 1.05 as of II/I/83. 


Please send me: 

□ Free feature-by-feature 
comparison 

□ Forms painter information 

□ Graphics information 

□ Text processor information 

□ Run-time package information 

□ Please accept my order for 
Knowledge Man Package SSOO.OO 

□ Shipping and Handling* 10.00 
(Indiana residents must 

add 5% sales tax — $25.00) 

Machine: 

Operating Systems: 

□ PCDOS □ MSDOS □ CP/ M-86 


□ 5’//' IBM PC SS 

□ 5'/*" Victor/ Sirius 

□ SV*" DEC Rainbow (Dig. RX50) 
*Add $20.00 if outside U.S., Canada 

or Mexico 

□ Check or money order enclosed 
(must be drawn from U.S. bank 
in U.S. currency) 

MasterCard No 

VISA No 

American Express No 

Expiration Date 

Bank No. (if M.C.) 

Signature 


Name . 
Title— 


Company- 

Phone ( 

Address 

City 

State 

Send To: 


Q MDBS/Co 
P.O. Box 2 
Lafayette. 1 
© Phone: (31* 


MDBS/Consumer Products 
: 248 

. IN 47902 
: (317) 463-2581 


Li 


Disk Format: 

□ 8" IBM-3740 SS/SD 


VISA and MasterCard orders may be Or Contact Your Local Dealer. I 

placed by phone (317) 463-2581 • PRICES SUBJECT TOCHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE | 
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vide a better definition of the cross-refer- 
enced term, digital. The one in Ashton- 
Tate's encyclopedia offers little clarifica- 
tion of the term: “Digital — Having Dis- 
crete States. Digital logic may have from 2 
to 16 states. Most logic is binaiy logic, 
with 2 states — on or off.” 

Returning to the listing for Analog, I 
came across an additional entry, “Analog 
RGB Monitors*.” This was defmed as a 
“monitor featurfing) RS-343 analog in- 
put, in-line gun, . . . Control Systems.” 
Checking for cross-references, I discov- 
ered that the only listing under RGB is 
“RGB Cable for Sony Profeel* — This is 
a cable for interfacing IBM PC to Sony 
Profeel. Strict & Associates.” There are 
no listings for RS-343, Sony, and/or Pro- 
feel. The listing for Monitor begins, “The 
software which is in the PC with a pro- 
gram to be tested, which may determine 
your ability to detect and interpret 
errors.” 

Dead End Checks 

All of my attempts to check possible 
cross-references to obtain useful informa- 
tion were futile. 

An examination of the definition of 
“Array” revealed a similar problem. 
“Arrays — BASIC. See DIM (vari- 
able)(subscripts) and OPTION BASE 
(n).” There are no listings for anything 
beginning with DIM or dim. As for 
OPTION BASE, the encyclopedia said 
that it “declares the minimum value for 
subscripts in an array.” Unfortunately, 
subscript is also unlisted. Clearly the 
entries need to be more fully defmed and 
additional entries insetted for cross-refer- 
encing if this is to be the compendium of 
computer references Ashton-Tate adver- 
tises it as. 

In addition to defmitions, Ashton-Tate 
also includes software listings and reviews 
of the same. An example is the entry, 
“dBASE II * — A powerful software pack- 
age driven by an English-like program- 
ming language.” 

This brief description is followed by 
more than 1 3 pages outlining this Ashton- 


Tate software package. As for some of 
dBASE ll's competition (KnowledgeMan, 
MDBS III, Revelation, PC-File), there are 
no listings provided. So much for objec- 
tive reporting. 

For those interested in spreadsheets, 
entries on SuperCalc and VisiCalc can be 


A ten-page table of 
the BASIC 
vocabulary contains 
clear and concise 
descriptions. 


found easily. The entries were approxi- 
mately two pages each. It was a little more 
difficult to locate the entry for 1-2-3. After 
some searching I found it listed under 
Lotus 1-2-3. It was detailed in Just over 
one page. These explanations are most 
useful and provide a concise overview of 
each package, though none are as thor- 
ough as the dBASE II entry. 

To quickly review the encyclopedia's 
treatment of hardware, I decided to look 
up “mouse.” Someone had just asked me 
what a mouse does, and I had been won- 
dering myself how they work. 

As it turned out, “Mouse” isn't listed 
in the encyclopedia. However, “Mouse 
Controller” is listed. Under that heading, I 
read that it is “a simple way to move the 
cursor anywhere on the screen by moving 
a 'mouse' on any surface. Tecmar, Inc.” 
Since this statement left much unsaid, I 
decided to try my luck by searching for a 
definition of light pens. This I found, and 
it read: “Light ftns — See FT-156. A 
practical alternative to a keyboard for 
interaction with a computer, the Light Pen 
is operated by touching the push-activated 
device to the screen, and the computer 
takes appropriate action. . . . The Light 
Pen is useful in educational areas . . . 
Games are fun, and demonstrations are 
striking with a Light Pen. FTG Data Sys- 
tems.” Although this is a considerably 
better definition than that of “Mouse Con- 


EXPANSION 

MODULES 

EXPAND THE CAPABILITIES 
OF YOUR PC SYSTEM 


DISK DRIVE EXPANSION MODULE 

• ALLOWS YOUR PC TO OPERATE 
2 ADDITIONAL PC-COMPATIBLE 
FLOPPY DRIVES (NOT INCLUDED) 

• INTERFACES THRU IBM-PC DISK 
CONTROLLER CARD 

• SYSTEM INCLUDES CABINET WITH 
POWER SUPPLY AND INTERFACE 
CABLE — $345 




BUS EXPANSION MODULE 

• DOUBLES THE EXPANSION BOARD 
CAPACITY OF THE PC 

• INTERFACES TO PC THRU SIGNAL 
CONDITIONED CABLE ASSEMBLY 
WHICH OCCUPIES A SINGLE SLOT 
IN PC 

• SYSTEM INCLUDES CABINET WITH 
6 SLOT BACKPLANE AND 4 LEVEL 
POWER SUPPLY. INTERFACE CARD 
AND CONNECTING CABLE — $645 


CALL OR WRITE FOR 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


kr DESERT 
TECHNOLOGIES 

P,0. BOX 41628 
TUCSON. ARIZONA 85717 
(602)882-1741 
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WE COULD SHOW 
THE OLD WOMAN 
WHAT TO DO 
WITH THE SHOE. 



INVESTOR nr'' makes rhyme and 
reason out of real estate investing. 

Now you can maxiniize your real estate profits 
and avoid questionable ventures with the help of 
Investor nr". 

Investor in™ was conceived and developed by a 
real estate company. So it’s practical and com- 
prehensive. Ready to meet the needs of the aver- 
age investor or professional user with capabilities 
like pro-forma, "what-if analysis, cash flow before 
and after taxes, depreciation and more. 

%t Investor III™ is as simple as Mother Goose — 
you can learn to use it in less than one hour. 

So whether you're looking at a multi-million-dol- 
lar high rise or a cozy rent house with some unique 
qualities. Investor III™ can help you determine the 
wisdom — and profitability — of your choice. 

Write or call for more details today. 
Investor III™.,. for investments that fit. And that's 
no fairy tale. 

Good Software is proud to announce an easy-to- 
use amortization package — the Amortizer III™, 


Good 

50f=TUjpne oonp 

A Division of The Goodman Group, Inc. 

12900 Preston Rd.. Dallas. Texas 75230 (214) 239-6085 
Compatible with Radio Shack TRS-80 and BM PC. 
Investor Iir**: $249.00 plus $5 shipping and handling. 
Amortizer UI^"; $49.95 plus $5 shipping and handling. 
American Express. MasterCard and ^isa accepted. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 

Making dollars and sense 
out of Information. 


trailer,” a little something about what 
light pens are and how they woik should 
also have been included. 

Math Problems 

The math listings are similarly vague. 
The definition of HEX, for example, 
reads: “HEX is the extension fora file that 
contains Hexadecimal data in ASCII rep- 


A five-page essay 
on batch processing 
makes the same 
topic easier to 
understand in the 
DOS manual. 


resentation.” It adds that the “HEX$ 
function returns the string representation 
of the hexadecimal equivalent of the dec- 
imal argument.” While accurate, this is 
hardly a complete definition. 

The listing for "Binary” fares only 
slightly belter. A binary number is a ' 'rep- 
resentation of an integer as a sum of pow- 
ers of two, using a sequence of zeroes and 
ones.” True enough, but what about non- 
integers? Don’t they somehow or other 
find their way into some sort of binary 
format? There’s no comment in the ency- 
clopedia. 

Despite these shortcomings, there are 
some very helpful entries in Ashlon-Tate’s 
encyclopedia. There’s a nice section 
called “BASIC-Slalements Cross-refer- 
enced by Function.” For example, if 
you’ve forgotten how to erase a BASIC 
file, look it up here, under “Erase,” and 
you’ll be referred to the truculent-sound- 
ing but useful command KILL. 

There’s also a handy ten-page table of 
the BASIC vocabulary, which feature 
clear and concise descriptions. These are 
tabulated under columns labelled State- 
ment, Type, Description, and Versions 
(that is. Cassette, Disk, Advanced, and 
Compiled). Every word, including the 
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commands and functions, appear in alpha- 
betical order under the Statement column, 
and the Type column indicates S, C, or F, 
as appropriate. As in the IBM BASIC 
manual, asterisks indicate which BASIC 
version(s) apply. However, a plus sign in 
the Compiled column clearly indicates to 
you that the statement functions different- 
ly- 

There’s a brief summary of BASIC 
2.0, which objecdvely highlights the sig- 
nificant changes over earlier versions. 
And the BASIC Compiler entry presents a 

To its credit — and 
like other Ashton- 
Tate products — the 
encyclopedia 
is sturdily 
packaged. 

good one-page overview of compiled and 
interpreted BASIC. 

Batch processing is treated to a five- 
page essay that will make the same topic 
easier to understand in the DOS manual. 
And the CHKDSK entry gives a little 
more information than is found under the 
same heading in the DOS manual. Still 
later, there’s a section called DOS Mes- 
sages, which contains a complete alpha- 
betical listing of ail DOS messages. There 
is also a seven-page overview and com- 
parison of DOS 2.0 and DOS 1.1, fol- 
lowed by a good review of the DOS edit- 
ing keys. 

A Mixed Bag 

At $69.95, Ashton-Tate’s R^erence 
Encyclopedia for the IBM Personal Com- 
puter is almost, but only almost, worth the 
price. To its credit — and like other Ash- 
ton-Tate products — the encyclopedia is 
elegantly and sturdily packaged. The type 
styles ate well-chosen and typos have been 
kept to a minimum. Lettered tabs are 
printed on heavy stock, which is rein- 


forced near the three-ring holes. The two 
binders and the pages within are slightly 
larger than the IBM series of manuals, 
with the slip case standing about an inch 
taller than Big Blue’s. 


As noted, the entries are a mixed bag of 
good, bad, and indifferent. Nevertheless, 
if you can manage to overlook the extra- 
neous, here and there you may find a page 
or two of useful informatioo. ■ 


Look Again. 


VTIOil 

VT102 

VT52 
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I'M YOUR NEW 
DECOR DASHER' 
CRT! 

(and maral) 


DASHER 
D400 
D200 
k DIDO 
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SMARTERM^ does IT! 

You may have just bought your last DEC* or DASHER"* terminal. Now, with our 
SmarTerM software you can turn an ordinary IBM PC* into a D100, D200 or D400 
terminal. Or, choose VT100, VT102, VT52 or VT12S capability. And. whafs more, 
you get powerful ASCII and binary file transfer, Including an Vror-freS' ntode. 

SmarTerm features include full keyboard emulation, multiple setup configura- 
tions. ‘^smart" softkeys and command files, 75 to 9600 baud operation, online help 
screens and full printer support. 

With each order you'll get a complete user manual, reference card and keytop chart. 

Hard to believe? T^y It! 

If you’re not satisfied, return it within 30 days for a full refund. 

Call us NOW for more information. 

Avs/tebf* through your focal »ottw»n daafar or tUneily from: 


= = Persoft 

^=1: Ii 


Lnc. 


2740 Ski Lane 
Madison. Wi 53713 
(608) 273-6000 

Software for Profass/onaft . . . 

by Pro/essfonafs. 


*On your monochrome monitor using the new Supervision'* board! Ask about our special 
board pricesi 
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COMPT FTF 

DATA COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM NOW AVAILABLE 
AT YOUR NEAREST 
OUTLET 




Introducing 




Novation PC1200B™ Modem 

+ 

Crosstalk XVI™ software 

+ 

all accessories. 



Access 1-2-3 is a simple idea. ^ 

It means you can now walk 
into your nearest computer 
outlet, buy one package off 
the shelf and walk out with 
the best fully integrated communications 
system for your personal computer. 

What we’ve done is taken the best 1200 Baud mixlem, 
our PC1200B — plus Crosstalk XVI, the best available 
software — added instructions and whatever else is 
needed for your particular computer — and put them all 
in one box. 

The advantages: 

First, you get a total system. No missing parts. No 
wrong parts, either. You can be sure you have all you 
need and all you need to know. 

Second, it’s the best system you can put together. 
Absolutely no compromises. You simply take it home, open 
the box, hook it up, and start up. Your only surprise will 
be how really easy it all works. 

The best modem. 

It’s our PC1200B modem in a format to fit your par- 
ticular computer. 

The Large Scale Integrated circuitry is our own 3rd 
and 4th generation design. It’s the most advanced tech- 
nology, eliminating all kinds of parts and running better 
and cooler. 

The right software. 

The Crosstalk XVI programmers have ' 
pulled off a little magic. Without com- 
promising a bit on all the things you want 
and need to do, they’ve made them all 
easier to do on our PC1200B modem. 

No wonder Crosstalk XVI is recog- 
nized as the best in its field. 




Easy 1'2'3 instructions. 

The new instructions that go 
with the Access 1-2-3 series 
help make your life 
easier, too. You don’t 
have to know a byte 
from a baud to get 
going. High-tech talk 
is out. Plain English is in. 

Cables and connectors 

If your particular computer needs 
a cable and connector, they’ll be in the package. No big 
deal, of course — unless you’ve gone through the frustra- 
tion of piecing together a system with something less 
than expert help. Well, no need to worry here. With 
Access 1-2-3 it doesn’t matter who’s minding the store. 

The expertise is built in. 

Available now. 

IBM PC, IBM PC XT, 

Columbia Multi-Personal, 

Compaq Portable, Corona 
Portable PC. 


The first models in our Access 1-2-3 series 
are at your dealers right now. 

More models are being added and we’ll 
sixin cover all of the important personal 
'computers. See your dealer for the latest list. 

And the price. 

Packaging up a sensible system has let us do some- 
thing sensible for the price, too. Entire system — 
only $595. 

Included: CompuServe 

Your Access 1-2-3 system now carries an extra 
bonus — two hours of free demonstration time on one of 
the most extensive and best data banks, CompuServe. A 
nice way for your computer to meet the data world. 

Talk to your dealer today. 

All of the features you want and need. 

• LSI smart modem, 300 or 1200 baud, full duplex, uses just one 
slot on all models. 

• Crosstalic XVI software. 

• Directory for single stroke log-on to 40 separate entries. 

• Auto dial (TouchTone or rotary), auto log-on, auto answer. 

• Telephone line status, bus^ detect and automatic redial. 

• Auto monitoring through computer speaker. 

• Captured data to printer, dish or buffer transfer. 

• Disk to dish trans/er. 

• Extensive error-checking and automatic retransmission. 

• Display of transmission time for each file with baud rate and 
available disk space. 

• Complete on-line control of stop bits, parity, baud rates, duplex. 

• Modem self-test. 

• Full 2 year u;arTant> 


ACCESS 1-2-3 by 



Novation, Inc., 20409 Prairie St., Box 2875 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 • (800) 423-5419 
In California: (213) 996-5060 

Access 1*2'} and PCIZOOBare trademarks of Novation, Inc. 
Crosstalk XVI is a trademark of Micrustuf Inc. 
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HypeiGraphics is the unique new authoring 
system that allows you to create custom color 
graphic screens and animation in minutes. 
This unique communications language was 
written to provide the easiest to use graphic 
software available for the IBM pc, xt, pc jr. 
and compatibles. Only software application 
programs written in HyperGraphics*allow the 
user to store up to 1,000 color graphic screens 
in 320 kb. and to create any graphic symbol 
and even animation using only the 10 function 
keys and two key strokes! Two application 


programs are available at your local computer 
retailer. The Authoring System is a complete, 
easy to use graphic editor for creating diskette 
based tutorials, help facilities and marketing 
presentations. The Presentation System is a 
menu driven tool featuring easy to construct 
business graphics. These nne products retail 
for only $395.00 and $349.00 respectively. 
You won’t believe how easy it is to create 
sophisticated color graphic presentations and 
CAI programs . . . absolutely no previous 
programming experience is necessary! 
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BREATHES LIFE INTO STATIC SOFTWARE! 

For more information call or write: HyperGraphics Corp. 100 N. Central Expry. Suite 1208, Richardson, Texas 
75080 12141 783-9900 



WRITING/HOWARD A. KARTEN 


An Automated Way With Words 

For professional writers, word processing can open 
opportunities and eliminate wasted time as it teaches new skills 
and encourages new work habits. 


I n the dark ages before word processors 
were in wide use (2 years ago), as a 
professional writer I relied on a limited 
range of supplies, I used three types of 
stationery: letterhead, goodK)uality white 
bond, and some cheap yellow junk (used 
in editorial offices throughout the world) 
called railroad manilla. Other supplies 
gobbled up by my aging but nonetheless 
trusty IBM Model D typewriter included 
white correction tape, correction fluid, 
ribbons, and carbon paper. 

In the almost 2 years since 1 bought my 
IBM PC, I've had to buy new supplies to 
support my word processor’s habit: rib- 
bons for my two printers (an NEC formed- 
character printer and a C. Itoh dot-matrix); 
one-part teletype paper; two-part teletype 
paper; one-part blank pinfeed paper; self- 
sticking labels (often called "peel and 
stick”); three print thimbles for my 
formed-character printer, assorted printer 
cables; a holder for the teletype paper; 
disks; and platen cleaner, for when I try to 
print without paper in either printer. 

It’s not always easy to find these sup- 
plies, and they’re not always cheap. I 
waited 6 weeks to receive the C.Itoh rib- 
bons (they were back-ordered from the 
distributor because of heavy demand), and 
my NEC printer seems to have developed 
a gourmand’s appetite for $12 to $14 
ribbons. 

The cost and difficulty of obtaining 


supplies is a common inconvenience for 
anyone working on a word processor. But 
for me, the advantages of working on a 
word processor have been more signifi- 
cant than these drawbacks. 

The Easy Life 

I bought my IBM PC with the IBM 
word processing package EasyWriter 1.0 
in March of 1982. At that time, EasyWrit- 
er was one of the few word processing 
packages available, and I figured that I’d 
be safest going with a product from Big 
Blue. EasyWriter 1.0 received a lot of bad 
press and was widely regarded as a weird 
product. One reviewer said EasyWriter 
1.0 “acted like it was on drugs.’’ But 
although it did sometimes seem slow and 
cumbersome (files could not be trans- 
ferred from the EasyWriter format to the 


DOS format, for instaiKe). I used it for 
several months with no significant prob- 
lems. 

Then IBM offered a free upgrade, 
EasyWriter 1.1, which corrected many of 
the problems of the earlier version and 
made it possible to transfer files to the 
standard DOS format so they could be 
read by other software. I’ve used Easy- 
Writer 1.1 for about 8 months now, and it 
suits me fine. It was easy to learn, and I’ve 
found only two or three things it can’t do 
gracefully. And if you’re clever, work- 
arounds can compensate for many of the 
word processor’s remaining limitations. 
(EasyWriter 1.1, for example, does not 
support wild-card searches. Say you 
wanted to search for all occurrences in 
your text of the words affect and ^ect. In 
a wild-card search, entering 7FFECT 
would produce a hit on either word. With 
EasyWriter 1.1, a good work-around 
would be to conduct a search-and-replace 
operation by entering FFECT and then 
replacing selectively. It’s not elegant, but 
it works.) 

Editing is one area in which word pro- 
cessing has changed my life for the better. 
The first draft of anything coming out of a 
typewriter — a letter or article for exam- 
ple, — is usually littered with strikeovers, 
deletions, and inserts. Editing a draft 
that’s full of chicken tracks, arrows, and 
inserts can be distracting. Obviously, 


PC MAGAZINE* FEBRUARY 21. 1984 


349 


WRITING 


How 

FORTH level 2 
makes your PC 
412% 

more powerful 

What used to take 40 hours can now ha 
done in 7.6 hours - that's 412% - and it 
is only one way of measuring power. There 
are others - convenience, debugging ability, 
run-time, compile-time, memory size . . . 
name iti FORTH level 2 will increese your 
power beceuse it provides an interactive, 
integrated environment which promotes 
immediate debugging and modular design. 
Other benefits such as reaFtime performance 
depend on the quality of the implementation. 
Not all FORTHs are equal, so compare before 
buying. This one is a subset of polyFORTH, 
designed by FORTH, INC., tested end proven 
in the field for more than 5 years. 

At lest it is available at an affordable price of 
4141 - and features the following: 

■ Meltititking 

Any number of beckBround lesks. Concurrent 
operation of monochrome and color monitor. 
Concurrent printer operetion. 

■ Compatibility 

IBM DOS fie mierface utity ellovirs access to fies 
created under IBM DOS with FORTH'S improved 
performance and power. 

■ Oo-Lino Doeonifiitatioii 

As well as over 700 papas of supponing documen- 
tation mdudng St$ning FORTh by Leo Brodw and 
360-pege Urn's Msnusl. 

■ Turnkoy-compilor^ 

Utlbty for making binary turnkey applications. Such 
programs can be resold without license fee under 
specific condiiions. 


Options: 


■ 1017 support 

4121 

■ Otta Bats topport 

47S 

■ Itapsrt Writor 

426 

■ DocoRWRtor 

476 

■ Molti-Uoar eapability 

4129 

■ Orsphica modulo 

4100 

Th ; Is not 8 complete kst end you mey tieve questions 


not covered m dus maianal - give us e cai! We wiN 
address them and send you a brochure. 

Act nowl After all. If this is the right 
software tool for you, shouldn't you know 
about it? 

Forth Technology 

432 15th Street ■ Santa Monica, CA 90402 

( 213 ) 372-8493 
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word pixxressors avoid all that — you just 
backspace and rewrite. But although first- 
draft outputs ftom word processors look 
clean, I still tend to go back to the key- 
board to play with the words and tweak a 

Paradoxically, 
because word 
processing with a 
computer is so easy, 

I began to devote 
more time to work, 
not less! 


word here or move a paragraph around 
there. 1 can't imagine continuous tweak- 
ing on a typewriter — it would mean too 
much work retyping the document. 

More Time to Work 

Flush with all my newly saved time, I 
decided to take on additional work. I vol- 
unteered to write for a PC users group 
newsletter. Paradoxically, because word 
processing with a computer is so easy, I 
began to devote more time to work, not 
less! 

A word processor is particularly useful 
when writing letters. After I write a letter, 
I often think of a more effective way to 
make a point. When I worked at a type- 
writer, this meant yet another retyping. 
With a word processor, I write the letter, 
put it on the disk, and forget about it for a 
few hours. Invariably, my second pass 
several hours later produces a much better 
letter. 

Because it’s so easy to do letters on a 
word processor, I find I write more of 
them. 1 save time on each letter, but I turn 
out more. This means keeping track of 
more letters, more subjects, and more let- 
ter recipients. 

Some of the time I save with my word 
processor goes into learning how to make 
the most of my software and my printeis. 
EasyWriter is relatively easy to use — I’ve 


shown other writers how to use it in less 
than 5 minutes. But EasyWriter, has many 
useful features that can be attempted only 
after the basics have been mastered. 

I found the manual less than helpful in 
many instances and I spent Lord knows 
how many hours experimenting. Manuals 
are often maddeningly opaque until 
you’ve been able to decipher them, at 
which point you no longer need the man- 
ual. Catch-22, sort of. 

One advanced function I ftnally got 
around to learning is manuscript prepara- 
tion. Journalism standards call for the 
word MORE at the bottom of every manu- 
script page, and a story slug (identifier) 
and page number at the top of every page. 
For a long time, I did these manually. 
First, on the CRT, Td count off groups of 
27 lines, then eject the page. When I had 
printed the entire manuscript. I’d go back 
and re-insert the pages in the printer, posi- 
tioning them so that the print head was at 
page bottom, and then print the word more 
in a second pass of each page. 

Alternatively, I’d count off groups of 
27 lines and insert the word more as the 
28th line. But, after doing this for a few 
weeks, I decided that there had to be a 
better way. I spent a few hours tinkering 
with the program and fmally came up with 
a way of putting both the word more and 
the page numbering on each page auto- 
matically. 

Conserving the Mess 

Then, there’s also what I call the Law 
of Conservation of Mess. I’m not a neat 
person: Visitois to my office have been 
known to shudder and mutter about 
“cleansing the Augean stables” after see- 
ing where and how I woric. There are 
papers, notes, telephone numbers, news- 
papers, mail (read and unread), maga- 
zines, files, and other detritus every- 
where. 

This mess, unfortunately, threatens to 
extend to my disks. I’ve labelled each disk 
with the name of one of my clients, and 1 
try to keep material for, say, PC Maga- 
zine, on that disk exclusively. But sotne- 
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times I forget. The result is that after a 
hard week of sweating and slaving over a 
hot keyboard, 1 find that files I’ve worked 
on are scattered throughout a box of disks. 
This, in turn, means I tty to set aside an 
hour or so each week to clean up my 
files. 

Manuals are often 
maddeningly 
opaque until you’ve 
been able to 
decipher them, at 
which point you no 
longer need the 
manual. 


I'm not always as successful as I'd like 
to be — an inventory I took in preparing 
this article showed 196 files scattered over 
IS disks. (Not to mention the 59 files on 
the two disks labelled “ARCHIVES.”) 
Still, good disk discipline is easier than the 
seemingly incessant filing I used to do, 
and it probably takes far less time. 

International Word Processing 

I also write for a British newspaper, 
and to make it easier for my British editors 
and copy editors to process my copy, I try 
to stick to British spellings — endeavour, 
flavour, organise, for example. Some- 
times, in the msh of getting stories ready, I 
forget to put on my bowler, and I use 
American spellings. In those cases, I sim- 
ply search for all occurrences of “ize” and 
replace them (when appropriate) with 
“ise” for instance. 

But I've saved the best part of using a 
word processor for last. A word piiocessor 
can help you make a few bucks writing 
articles like this one! ■ 


Howard A. Karten is a systems program- 
mer turned free-lance writer, who lives 
and works in the Boston area. 


Announcing ooo 
4-5-6 Auloplales' 

139.95 


Used with 1-2-3™ Replaces the costly 
software of the past 

4-6-6 Antoplateo . . . 

maximize the full power of 1 -2-3 without the 
drudgery of learning commands you’ll only 
use once. 

4-5-6 AntopUtoo . • . 

save you time by making the IBM PC™, with 
your 1-2-3 pro^ams. ready to run.. .NOW! 

4-5-6 Aiitoplateo • . . 
are so ea^ to use that all you do is fill in the 
blanks, 4-5-6 does the rest. 

4-5-6 Antoplateo . . . 
are professionally designed for small businesses 
and personal Hnemce and are comparable to 
BASIC programs costing 10 or 20 times more. 

What are Autoplates? 

Interactive programmed models stored on diskettes that when loaded into 1-2-3. 
replace software programs written in BASIC. The Autoplates are menu driven 
templates with automated functions for ease of operation. 

I Send Check, Money Order, or Credit Card * to 

_ _ , J Software That Coasts* lac. 

^ 1 528 N.Milpas St. Suite 456. Santa Bart)ara,CA 93103 
1 Or CaU (805) 962-6328 




4-5-6 PROGRAMS 

Order • 

Price 

Quantity 

Ordered 

Extended 

Price 

4'5-€ Personal Organizer 

123456 - 1 

839.95 



4-5-6 Personal Bookkeeping 

123456 - 2 

S39.95 



4-5-6 PayroU* 

123456 - 3 

S39.95 



4-5-6 Accounts Receivable* 

123456 - 4 

$39.95 



4-5-6 Sales Order Entry* 

123456 - 5 

839.95 



4-5-6 Inventory Control* 

123456 - 6 

839.95 



4-5-6 Accounts P^able* 

123456 -7 

839.95 



4-5-6 General Ledger* 

123456 -8 

839.95 



4-5-6 Mailing List 

123456 - 9 

839.95 




Card •_ 


Exp. Date _ 
Signature - 


Check One: □ Charge nxy: 

□ American Express □ MasterCard □ \Tsa 

□ Please send me a FREE 4-5-6 Catalog immediately 
Name 


Amount for Programs $ 

California Add 6% S 

Add Shipping $ 

Ps^ment Enclosed $ 


1.00 


Street. 


-State. 


-Zip. 


City 

All 4-5-6 Accounting Autoplatet Con^>ly with Sundard Accounting Principles. 

IBM PC is atndemarkoriBM Cofp> 1-2-3 is a trademark of Lotus Development Inc. 
4-S-6 is a trademark of Sc^tware That Counts Inc. 

REQUIREMENTS: IBM-PC.XT LOTUS 1-2-3 -lA 
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IBM PC 


IBM PC XT 


HP 150' 


D D D □ 

/.W-VAN /;v«V.W\ 

RAINBOW 100 RAINBOW 10Q+ EAGLE 1600 EAGLE PC 


□ 

Tl PRO 


a 


EAGLE PC 


□ 

Tl PRO 


□ 

IBM PC 


D 


IBM PC XT 


WordMARC 

Formerly known as MUSE. WordMARC 
was originally created for mainframes and 
minis in 1980. WordMARC is simply the 
best piece of office-quality word process- 
ing software a micro user can buy. 

WordMARC operates on the IBM PC, 
Eagle, DEC Rainbow and Tl Professional 
computers. 

And because WordMARC is office-quality 
word processing, you get all the features 
that make word processing fast and easy. 
Menus, prompts, messages, single key- 
stroke functions, and what-you-see-is- 
what-you-get screen display are but a few 
of WordMARC’s powerful capabilities. 

To see for yourself how important 
WordMARC oflfice-quality word processing 
can be to your office call us at 4 1 5 -326- 1 97 1 . 
•Coming Soon 


MARC SOFTWARE 
INTERNATIONAL. INC. 

260 Sheridan Avenue, SuHe 200 
Palo AHo. CA 94306 
(415)326-1971 


WordMARC aUo runs on all models of Prune and DEC mini 
and mainframe computers 



a 

HP 150* 


s 

RAINBOW 100 
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MEDICINE/DR. DONALD GUTKIN 


Dentistry Made Painless 

The Dental Office Management System is an accounting and 
patient management system designed especially for dentists. 
It can be custom-tailored to meet specific needs. 


W hen a dentist hears the term high 
lech used in relation to his profes- 
sion, he probably thinks of supersonic 
drills and optical-scan X-ray machines. 
But high tech describes not only the equip- 
ment a dentist uses, but also the methods a 
modem dentist might use to keep track of 
appointments, pharmaceutical inventory, 
patient files, and accounts. 

These high-tech tools often include 
software written for the IBM Personal 
Computer. One such program is the Den- 
tal Office Management System, more 
commonly referred to as the MS80. from 
MICRO/SYS80, in Southhampton, Penn- 
sylvania. MS80 is easy to implement and 
provides a relatively inexpensive (and 
therefore painless) way to computerize a 
dental office’s accounts receivable , month- 
ly billings, insurance claims procedures, 
word processing, and recordkeeping. As a 
practicing dentist at The McPhillips Dental 
Health Centre, in Winnipeg. Manitoba. I 

Dental Office Management System 
(MS80) 

M1CRO/SYS80 
236 Waverly Rd. 

Southampton, PA 18966 
(215) 355-5706 

Price: U.S., $2,400; Canada, $3,800. 
Requires: MS-DOS, 128K RAM, hard 
disk, one disk drive, printer. 
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started using MS80 2 years ago. 


Before the clinic made the purchase, 
MICRO/SYS80 provided us with a com- 
plete demonstration system, which en- 
abled us to create a mock office situation. 
The demonstration helped us to choose a 
specific software package, because we 
were able to actually observe the program 
in operation and determine whether it was 
feasible for our office. 

We needed a software package that 
could accommodate between I0,(X)0 and 
12,000 patients, three dentists, three 
hygienists, several hundred procedural 
codes and fees, and approximately 10,000 
transactions a month. MS80 handles up to 
l(X) insurance companies, up to 100 den- 
tists/hygienists, and up to about 10,000 
patients (or more, depending on which 
hard disk is used). The history files and 


transaction records are also regulated 
accordingly. MS80 was made for us. 

But letting go of old ways and starting 
fresh is always difficult. Once we decided 
on this system, we had to start the transi- 
tion. For about 60 days, we ran the new, 
computerized system and our old manual 
system in parallel. This allowed the staff 
to relax and familiarize themselves with 
the new system. 

The system operates on the IBM PC- 
XT computer under the MS-DOS 2.0. It 
requires a hard disk and a good-quality 
high-speed printer. The end-user program 
was written in COBOL by Ryan-McFar- 
land. The COBOL program is delivered to 
the dental office as a machine-language 
program on two S-lA-inch floppy disks. 
Since the program is written in machine 
language, the speed of execution is ten to 
30 times faster than similar programs in 
interpreted BASIC. 

Every dentist in the clinic is assigned 
his own fUe for the maintenance of iden- 
tification numbers, addresses, telephone 
numbers, social security/insutance num- 
bers, and other information. These fUes 
are used for third-party insurance-claim 
forms. 

Patient files include addresses, tele- 
phone numbers, and accounting informa- 
tion necessary for the completion of 
monthly statements, records, analysis, 
and third-party insurance forms. The 
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How the Big Guys Ex] 



H/legaRak'“), and a game port. 
It's new brother, SIxPakHus™, 
is the perfect match for the 
new XT, and PC with 256k 
internal capacity. It's features 
include: clock/calendar, printer 
port, serial port, memory up 
to 384k, and game port. And 
l/O-Plus ir“ is the answer for 
those who need serial and 
ports and automatic 




Vf-wn pltyotca. • 


\.Am)lD CORPORATION 


control. >~' 






When you are going to 
expand a thousand PC's you 
want to get it right. Fact is, if 
your going to expand one PC 
you want to get it right. 
Selection of a supplier for an 
expansion board is more than 
guess work. Take a look at the 
organizations that buy from 
Qubie'. World leaders in 
computers, energy, manufac- 
turing, medicine, research and 
education. Small business and 
professionals like doctors, 
lawyers and retailers. And of 
course, the thousands of 
individual computer owners 
looking for maximum 
expansion for a minimum of 
wampum. 


THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE 

You can't gather an 
impressive list of customers 
without impressive products. 
You just have to be impressed 
with MegaPtus 11’" and 
SixftikPlus'” from AST 
Research. MegaPlus 11'“ is the 
most flexible expansion 
product available for the PC. 
it's capabilities 
include: . 
clock/calendar, 
printer port, two 
serial ports, up to 
512k of memory (or 
384k with a 128k 


and their PCs & XT's 


I 

ime and date loading, but 
Iready have their memory 
leeds satisfied. All three 
nclude comprehensive 
nanuals which are clearly laid 
)Ut so even the novice 
omputer owner can install his 
)wn board. Also included is 
he AST SuperRak'“ software 
vhich includes electronic disk 
rmulation and printer spooling 
ioftware. These programs 
were picked by the readers 
/ of PC WORLD as the best 
available. It's no wonder 
\ST has become the #1 
(upplier of enhancements for 
BM PC and XT. 


MegaPlus 11"' 

$229 includes: 

Clock/calendar with battery 
back-up 

Asynchronous communications 
port, (RS232C serial, COMl or 2) 

Memory sockets for up to 256k 

SuperDrive & SuperSpooler 
software 

One year Parts & Labor warranty 


Options: 


Each 64k of memory 

$55 

Second async port 

$35 

Printer port 

$35 

GamePak 

$40 

MegaPak with 256k 

$299 

MegaPak with 128k 

$199 



WHAT IS SERVICE? 

Lots of things. Like answering 
your questions before and 
after you buv- We don't have a 
separate phone line for orders 
and information. That's 
because we feel that they both 
go hand in hand. It's being 
able to ship your order the day 
after you call. It's repairing 
your board if needed within 48 
hours in our service 
department — not just being a 
relay point to the manufac- 
turer. It's designing our own 
bracket for the ribbon cables 
which holds cables firmly 


SixRakPtus"' 

I $229 includes: 

I Clock/calendar with battery 
j back-up 

j Asynchronous communications 
j port, (RS232C serial, COMl or 2) 
Memory sockets for up to 384k 
Parallel Printer Port (LPTl or 2) 

1 SuperDrive & SuperSpooler 
I software 

I One year Parts & Labor warranty 

j Options: 

I Each 64k of memory $55 

1 Game Option $35 

without robbing another slot. 
And it's offering extra service 
when you need it like our 
PREFERRED CUSTOMER 
PLAN. For $50 extra the plan 
offers 24 hour repairs on 
warranty work, and gives you 
a second year of warranty 
coverage. 

DON'T FORGET THE 
BOTTOM LINE 

If. you do feel compelled to 
skim through the magazine 
and make a strict price 
comparison remember our 
price is the whole price. No 
extra charges for shipping, 
testing, insurance, credit cards 
or COD fees. If you are in a 


hurry, two day air service is 
just $5 extra. And if you are 
not completely satisfied with 
the product after 30 days, you 
can return it for a full refund. 
We will even reimburse you 
for the freight to return it. 

Join our list of impressive 
customers. You'll be glad you 
did. 

TO ORDER BY PHONE: 

In California: (805) 987-9741 
Outside California, 

TOLL FREE (800) 821-4479 



l/OPIus IE" 

$119 includes: 

Clixk/calendar with battery 
back-up 

Asynchronous communications 
port, (RS232C serial, COMl or 2) 

SuperDrive & Superspooler 
software 

One year Parts & Labor warranty 


Options: 


j Game Port 

$35 

j Printer Port 

$35 

j Second Async Port 

$35 


TO ORDER BY MAIL: 

Send a complete description of the 
products you wish to order, and a 
daytime phone number. Include 
check or credit card with expiration 
date. (Personal checks take 14 days to 
clear). California residents add 6% 
sales tax. 

CORPORATIONS & 
INSTITUTIONS 

Cal! for details on terms and delivery 
before mailing your purchase order 
If yc>ur organization needs large 
quantities we have the prices and 
quick delivery you need. 

QUBIE' 

4809 Calle Alto, 

Carparillo, California 93010 
Tempo House, 15 Falcon Road, 
London SWll, United Kingdom 
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Instant one-button color printins 



Press here. 


It's just that easy) Any time you want to print what's on your 
Apple's screen just hit the copy button on your Transtar 315 
color printer with our PICS card installed, and it's done! No 
special programming, no lengthy code sequences, no need to 
exit your program! Just press the button and it prints! 

By adding the optional PICS card to your $599 Transtar 315 
color printer, you've opened up a whole new world of easy color 
printing. For the first time ever, our PICS parallel interface card 
enables you to screendump virtually any program - graphics, 
charts, games *• even copy-protected sohware! Specially design- 
ed only for the Apple II. ll-<-. He, and Franklin computers, the 
Transtar 315 PICS card does the work of a parallel card and a 
lot more and costs only $119.95. 

At the push of a button, Transtar's innovative new 4-color dia- 
gonal ribbon will print up to 7 colors and more than 30 shades 
in a single pass. 

The 315 Is precision-built to exacting standards by Seikosha, 
the most experienced company of the famous Seiko group-- 
recognized worldwide for quality and dependability. In fact, 
one of the nicest things about Transtar's 6-month warranty 
on parts and labor is that you'll probably never use it! 

Innovative, inexpensive, dependable, easy: the Transtar 31 5. 
Color printing has never looked so good! 

Only $599. 



*PICS c«rch are currentlv available tot Applet and Fianklint 
PICS cards lot oitxr computen will be available m the luiuie 


Transtar 

A Vivitar. Computer Product 
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MEDICINE 


accounting and patient data are presented 
to the receptionist as easy-to-read, form- 
type ledger cards. 

Since implementing the Dental Office 
Management System, we have greatly 
enhanced our efficiency. Staff is kept to a 
minimum, and tedious tasks are elimi- 
nated. The system locates patients by their 
names , account names or numbers, or par- 
tial entry of names. You can access the 
name. Smith, for example, by entering the 
letters SM or SMI . Since the charges, pay- 
ments, appointments, and recalls for each 
patient are so simple to enter, even nonex- 
perienced staff members can quickly and 
easily learn to enter data. 

The manual we received with the sys- 
tem is spectacular. It is a tutorial-type, 
walk-through guide for the computer-illit- 
erate dentist and his staff. We knew next 
to nothing about computer data processing 
at fust, but now we are all comfortable 
with the system. 

Production and collection transactions, 
along with recalls and appointments, can 
all be recorded during a single processing 
procedure. Insurance forms can also be 
generated along with receipts. One entry 
updates accounts receivables, production 
analysis, collection analysis, and insur- 
ance receivables. At the same time, 
account aging is accomplished, statements 
ate created and stored for retreival, and 
many other valuable reports are stored for 
the dentist’s use. This means we can keep 
our insurance company receivables to 
under 30 days and keep on top of patient 
accounts that are outstanding. 

MS80 accommodates the needs of den- 
tists in both Canada and the United States. 
It produces both American Dental Associ- 
ation and Canadian Dental Association 
third-party insurance claim forms. 

Information in any file can be added to, 
changed, deleted, displayed, or sent to the 
printer for hard copy at any time. By hav- 
ing these facilities at our flngertips, we can 
easily correct mistakes. Our files are pro- 
tected by creating daily backup fries, 
which are stored off the premises. 

This system generates a recap of all dai- 


ly activities in report format. By produc- 
ing this type of report each day, we 
enhance our diskette backups with a hard 
copy backup. The report is broken down 
by patient and then separates them accord- 
ing to their dentist and type of payment. 
The daily function also incorporates 
patient charge slips for the next day’s 
appointments and produces the next day’s 
appointment list. It used to require an hour 
at the end of every day to accomplish this 
task manually. The computer does it in 5 
minutes. In addition to cross<hecking the 
procedures, the breakdown of payments 

It required an hour 
at the end of every 
day to accomplish 
my task manually. 
The computer does 
it in 5 minutes. 


by type and amount makes banking much 
simpler. 

We can generate monthly billing 
reports, receivable reports, production 
reports, and collection reports for each 
producer in the office and for the office as 
a whole. We also have the ability to 
produce a practice profile that enables us 
to see the pros and cons of each individual 
dentist’s style of practice. Monthly ac- 
count statements are easily created. What 
once took our office weeks of hard work 
and endless pulling of ledger cards, now 
takes 45 minutes. 

The Purging of History 

Every month the system is put through 
a cleanup process called “the purge func- 
tion.” This eliminates all current 
transactions for the present month and 
lumps the total balances into a sum called 
“previous balance.” This function then 
correctly ages and updates all the accounts 
and insurance company data. Purging 
these functions is required so statements 


do not become mnning reports for an 
entire year’s transactions. 

Patients’ histories are retained during 
the purging by placing those transactions 
into a history file to be stored for a desig- 
nated time period, depending on how long 
the dentist wishes to save this information 
for reference and the capacity of the hard 
disk. We store our history records for 1 3 
months. We then have the ability to print 
out a hard copy of a patient’s collection 
history for any part of the year. 

It’s now been almost 2 years since we 
abandoned our manual procedure. We ate 
happy with the results and optimistic about 
the future. The system is very well sup- 
ported. We now belong to an end-user 
group in the United States as well as orre in 
Canada, and we receive a useful commu- 
nications and fact-finding newsletter from 
MICRO/SYS80 every month or so. The 
system’s programmers are always looking 
for ways to upgrade and improve the sys- 
tem. Most upgrades and enhancements 
have been made at little or no additional 
charge to us. Most requests were accom- 
modated quickly, and they were bug-free. 
All support needs have been handled by 
telephone or via the mail, which, so far, 
has been satisfactory. 

We looked at many systems before we 
settled on the MS80. The cost of imple- 
mentation was extremely reasonable, in 
terms of both hardware and software. The 
package currently costs $2,400 in the 
United States and $3,800 Canadian. (The 
price is higher in Canada, because the pro- 
gram had to be customized to match the 
insurance forms.) Maintenance costs are 
minimal, and breakdowns have been few 
and far between. More than 50 progres- 
sive dental offices in the United States and 
Canada have already used the Dental 
Office Management System to move pain- 
lessly into the world of computerized 
office management. ■ 


Dr. Donald Gutkin is currently working at 
The McPhillips Dental Health Centre, in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, where he 
uses the MS80 system. 
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Is your word processor losing files 
because of minor disk problems? 


michael shrayer’s 



QUIT BITCHING! 


Electric tocil PC 


. . . will load the files from this 
disk* — or any other disk that 
is damaged. It is the BULLET 
PROOF (and knife proof) word 
processor for the IBM PC/XT. 

You do not lose data working 
with ELECTRIC PENCIL PC 
— no matter what you or the 
kids or the dog accidentally do. 

See for yourself. Ask for a 
personal demonstration at your 
computer dealer today. 

Electric Pencil PC . . . $299.95 

Pencil Tutor $49.95 

Pencil ACE $149.95 

$50 rebate when you buy all 
three as the PROPAK!! 

must be intact) 

Available at B. Dalton 
and major bookstores. 

Micro D and other 
nationwide distributors 
or order direct. 

The Thoughtware Campany. 



^ Disk on file at IJG corporate 
headquarters. (The directory 
entry of files to be recovered 


Order from your favorite distributor or order direct. IJG. Inc.. 1953 West 11th St.. Upland, CA 91786 (714)946-5805 


* IBM is a regislend irademark of International BumneM Machines Corp 
•• Electric Pencil PC u a trademark of IJG. Inc. 
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Drowning in 
asea^ 
sohilions? 


Hel^ within 
reach... 



Applications backlog. Technology blur. Mounting user 
pressures Staying abreast of changing prices. A tidal wave of 
problems! 

Even if some answers are available, you have to go to too 
many sources and sift through so much informatioa therets not 
enough time to locate the solutions to your immediate and most 
important problems. 

Well, help IS within easy reach — in the form of an informa- 
tion system that displays all your current software, hardware and 
commuracations options for instant reference. 

That system is DATA SOURCES, and you're invited to make 
it work for yoa Simply fill in the coupon and we'll send you DATA 
SOURCES 4 quarterly editions at 33% off their regular price. 

What DATA SOURCES does is organize your options. It 
guarantees that you've considered all relevant products by guid- 
ing you to those with the best possibility of success. 

DATA SOURCES is a conveniently sized, extremely well- 
organized and skillfully indexed 2-volume reference,. .maintained 
on a data-base, constantly updated and published quarterly 

■rouGET... 

HARDWARE — Over 16,000 products from Micros to Mainframes 
includmg peripherals — terrtiinals, printers, memory devices, etc. 
...organized by systems compatibiUty 

SOFTWARE — The largest available inventory of 18,000 business 
packages for micros, minis, and mainframes including operating 
systems, utilities, and application packages. 



COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT — From modems and multi- 
plexors to local networks, earners and services, plus all diagnos- 
tic and test equipment 

SERVICES, SUPPLIER, SUPPORT — Most complete organized list- 
ing of supphers from installation design to maintenance and data 
center operations — over 8,000 companies. 


NEWrCJlTIlRES-. 

^ Software Indeic — by package name. 

Qidcfc-reie r ence prodnet co m parfeon charta. 

K* B eioe e yo u -bny i ele cU on cri te ria and chetJdiet. 
Prod u ct HotBne— the very l at e it iiii o ni iation OP 
peodneta announced b e tw een teroe. of 
Data Sources. 


ORDER NOW AND SAVE $60 

Rush me the latest two-volume edition of DATA SOURCES 
loo! and enter my subscription at $120.00 for 4 quarterly edi- 
tions 1 save a full 33% off the re^ar price of $180. 


Name 

Title 

Company 

Address 

City State Zip 

Telephone 

Nature of Company^ Busmess 

Please check appropriate box. □ END USER □ VAR/OEM 
□ DISTRIBUTOR □ DP MFC □ OTHER 


An mformation product of Ziff-Davis Publishmg Company Satisfaction 

SAVE TIME-CALL DIRECT 1 - 800 - 227-1617 


Return coupon to: 


EXT. 251 

(In Ca., 1-000-77^3545 £30.251) 


PO. Box 5845, Cherry Hill, N.J. 08034. 

Residents of Ca., Co., Ct. DC, fl , tl, Ma . Mi . Mo , N Y, Vt . please add applicable slate taxes 



DEC RAINBOW 100® 

limb INTERNAL HARD DISK DRIVE - Installs in second Floppy Space 

—with 64K RAM $2,495.00 

-with 192K RAM 2,995.00 

—with 320K RAM 3,495.00 

— 1 year warranty 

Runs MS-DOS and CP/M 80-66. complete with archiving & RamDisk. 

MEMORY BOARDS 

— 64K expandable to 192K 295.00 

— 192K Memory Board configuration 550.00 

— 448K Memory Board configuration 1.195.00 

— 1 year warranty 

Ramdisk Software shipped with Boards at no extra charge j 


IBM® PC/XT 

• lOmb INTERNAL HARD DISK DRIVE $1,795.00 

—EXTERNAL version 1.995.00 

— One year warranty, fully Software compatible 

• 20mb INTERNAL HARD DISK DRIVE 2.295.00 

—EXTERNAL version 2.495,00 

—One year warranty, fully Software compatible 

■ MEMORY BOARDS 

— 256K complete 499.00 

— 512K complete 899.00 

—One year warranty 


VICTOR 9000/SIRIUS® 

• 11mb EXTERNAL HARD DISK DRIVE 

• 20mb EXTERNAL HARD DISK DRIVE 

1 year warranty. Runs MS-DOS and CP/M-86. Built In Clock/Calendar 

• MEMORY BOARDS 

— 128K non-expandable Memory Boards 

— 128K expandable to 384K Memory Boards 

— 256K expandable to 364K Memory Boards 

— 384K non-expandable (complete) Memory Boards 

—One year warranty, shipped with Ramdisk Software at no extra charge 

• Clock/Catendar Board for “Real-Time" operation of on “Board Clock" 


. $2,495.00 
3.495.00 


250.00 

595.00 

695.00 
1.095.00 

195.00 


NEW PRODUCTS 


computer products now supports; 


-Televideo 803. 1603. 1605 
-PC JUNIOR 
-VICTOR PORTABLE 
— A.C.T, "Apricot" Transportable 
-COLUMBIA 


All Memory Boards carry a 1 year warranty. Hard Disk Systems warranted for 1 year. 

‘computer products international, inc.. promises delivery in 2 working days via 
UPS Blue Label Air. 

*Dec Rainbow® and Victor 9000/Sirius® Memory Boards shipped 
with RamOisk Software at no extra charge. 



Technical information and Dealer packets available 
upon request 
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LAW/ROBERT P. WILKINS 


Starting On The Right Foot 

Lawyers who are ready to computerize their offices need to look 
before they leap. Before buying a microcomputer, the first 
matter to decide is the kind of work it should do for you. 


O ne of the obstacles keeping lawyers 
from joining the microcomputer age 
is the limited amount of information avail- 
able to help them decide whether they 
need micros at all. Most lawyers therefore 
start the educational process at the wrong 
level. 

A common wrong-level remark heard 
is, “I think I’ll take a course in data pro- 
cessing.” Or worse, “I need to know 
more about computers. I think I’ll take a 
course in programming.” Or, “I think I’ll 
go to the local computer store and see what 
they have.” None of these approaches 
addresses the fundamental question: 
“How can the computer help me in my 
law office?” Here are some of the key 
points lawyers need to consider. 

Remember this rule: Anything a com- 
puter can do, you can do by hartd. The 
computer just does it faster and, in most 
cases, more efficiently. 

Every law firm is different, and each 
has different uses for a computer. But all 
law office applications fall within these 
general categories: word processing, in- 
formation management, number crunch- 
ing, electronic spreadsheets, communica- 
tions, and miscellaneous. 

The Almighty Word 

Words are a lawyer’s primary tools, 
and word processing is the most useful 
application for many law firms. It requires 



a word processing software package, of 
which there are more than 100 ranging in 
price ftom less than $100 to more than 
$500. Since an entry-level computer, 
printer, and word processing software 
package can be purchased for between 
$3,000 and $5,000, this is an inexpensive 
introduction to computers for a lawyer. 
Many small firms justify the purchase of a 
computer by using it first as a word pro- 
cessor. Later they leam how powerful the 
computer is, and its other applications 
become a dividend. If your office already 
has a dedicated word processor, then the 
computer can be a backup or can be used 
for special word processing applications. 

With word processing in place, the next 
step might be to set up an information 
management system. The object of infor- 
mation management is to keyboard (type) 


the basic information just once, then use a 
database management software package to 
sort and select specific information. 

You can also sort and select by culling 
out the names of all client matters handled 
by each lawyer, or sort and select by law- 
yer and court to determine the cases in 
each court by each lawyer. This same 
application can apply to a calendar control 
system and time and billing system. The 
sort and select process is limited only by 
your needs. 

Playing The Numbers 

In law offices with many procedures 
involving entries that require addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division, 
number cmnching is an invaluable appli- 
cation. It lends itself particularly well to 
bookkeeping and payroll. 

A general ledger (bookkeeping) pro- 
gram allows you to assign accounting 
code numbers to expenses, income, atxl 
other bookkeeping entries. This will nor- 
mally be done with the assistance of your 
accountant. You then keyboard the date, 
amount, payee, and accounting code num- 
ber of each check, as well as the date, 
amount, and designation of each deposit. 
The computer automatically produces a 
printed list of all posted items, a ledger 
account according to account number of 
each posted item, a trial balance, a state- 
ment of income and expense with monthly 
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jp :-- For users of Apple, IBM, TRS/80, Atari, Commodore, Texas Instruments, and other brand name computers: 

the easiest wiQT to Iniy 
diskettes at discount prices 


Now you can get error-free double density diskettes by 
IBM, Control Data, Maxell and Verbatim delivered to your 
door. For some of the lowest prices around. 

You save because we ship huge volumes of magnetic 
media in boxes of 10. 


To order, use this form.. - ... ■ 

For even (aster service, call toll-free. 


1-(800)-FLOPPYSor 




1-(800)-521-5700 

( # 1 Michigan • 1-800-482-4770 
\lr y Canada • 1-800-265-4824 

Alaska/Hawaii • 1-800-821-9029 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Shipping & handling F.O.B. Southfield 

Transaction Storage Systems Inc.. Southfield. Ml ^ 9 | JlJ > 


EXPECT A MIRACLE 


Size 

IBM 

Qty. 

\fefba1iin« 

Qty. 

Control 

Data 

Qty. 

maxBlI 

i 

Qty. 1 

S-’A" SS 
S-’A" DS 
8" SS 
8” DS 

24.90 

39.90 

24.90 

39.90 


23.90 

34.90 


19.90 

29.90 
26.00 
29.90 


26.90 

41.90 

1 

Sub 

Totals 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ i 


V — 

jCompany 
I Address . 
jcity . 

I 


State . 


□ AMEX 


□ MASTERCARD 


-Zip. 


□ VISA 


iCard # . 


Exp. Date 


{Shipping and handling 1-6 boxes add $4.00 per order 
|7 or more add $6.00 per order. 

j ” Clip and mail today to: Transaction Storage Systems, Inc., 
22255 Greenfield Road. Southfield. Ml 48075 
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N0«( ALL IT TAKES IS ONE SCREEN TO DO 
EVERYTHING YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO DO, 

AT ONE TIME. 


Word processing. Spreadsheets. Data base man 
agement. Charting. JACK2 is the first integrated 
software product to do them all, simultaneously, 
on a single screen. All without ever changing 
disks or exiting programs. 

No need for windows. No need for additional 
monitors or hardware of any kind. No need to 
close one file before you open another. 

JACK2 is cis easy to master as it is powerful 
to use. Picture a screen that graphically displays 
your disks and names them. With envelope icons 
that can be scrolled up or down from 1 to 50 
showing you all your files. JACK2 will even 
show you the forms inside your envelopes. 

And then let you choose the one you're 



looking for simply by pointing to it. All commands are 
in English. All are displayed on a single line and 
all have the identical function throughout JACK2. 

So, if you’ve been searching for a new breed 
of inte^ated software, you’ve found it. From word 
processing, to spreadsheets, to data base manage- 
ment and chtu'ting only JACK2 will let you do every- 
thing you’ve always wanted to do. On the same 
screen. At the same time. 

CmCLE 113 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

JACK2 is available lor the IBM-PC with I28K and Iwo double 
sided disk drives, the I8M XT with 128K and one double 
sided disk drive with supplemental JACK2 XT InslalUtinn 
as well as other IBM PC compatible computers 



, Business Soiutions. Inc. 

60 East Main Street. KingsPark. NY 11754 ‘(SIO) 269-1120 
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KEY TRONIC 
PERFECTS THE 
IBM* PC KEYBOARD 



Familiar Key 
Legends Rather 
Than Symbols 


SHIFT Key in Familiar 
Typewriter Location 


Convenient 
ENTER Key 


RETURN Key in Familiar 
Typewriter Location 


Enhance your IBM* Personal Computer System with a Key Tronic keyboard peripheral. 
This low-profile keyboard is plug-compatible and has familiar key placement. It also 
features reliable microprocessor electronics, solid-state capacitance switches, 
and positive tactile feedback. 

*IBM is a rc»*Utcrcd trademark of lltM Crirpvratkin 

Suggested Retail I’rice: S20(l.(l() 

To order Model Klt SI.KI call Toll Free 1-8(M)-2H2-H00t) 
for the retailer closest to you, (7am-3pm Pacific Time) 
Warranty information may be obtained, free of 
charge, by writing to the addre.ss below. 

_ THE RESPONSIVE KEYBOARD COMPANY 

DEPT.E • P.O.BOX 14687 • SPOKANE. WASHINGTON 99214 USA 

RETAILERS: For the Distributor in your area, call Toll Free 1-800-262-6006 Dept. D (7am-3pm Pacific Time) 


Special keybrrard available for the handicapped — factory direct. 
Alco available in Foreign and Dvorak layouts. 

key tronic 
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LAW 


totals and year-to-date totals together with 
percentages, and a balance sheet for the 
month with year-to-date totals and per- 
centages. In the past, 1 could never afford 
the time to prepare monthly statements. 
Now my monthly statements are prepared 
by the computer in less than an hour, and 1 
can immediately have a year-end state- 
ment as soon as the bank account is 
received for the twelfth month. 

Other examples of number crunching 
involve income tax projection or estate tax 
projection programs. These packages al- 
low you to perform calculations that might 
otherwise be impossible because of the 
time they take. 1 use an estate tax program 
to make projections for my clients. If 1 had 
to perform the calculations by hand, it 
would take 5 to 6 hours. The computer 
makes the calculations and prints a report 
in 15 minutes. 

Better yet, there are income-tax pro- 
grams available that perform “what if’ 
projections. If you have entered all the 
income and deductions for a client, the 
computer instantly calculates income av- 
eraging, alternate minimum tax, and net 
tax liability. Once these numbers have 
been entered into the computer, you can 
change an item of income or expense, and 
the computer will calculate instantly the 
changed amount of alternative minimum 
tax and net tax liability. 

Among the most popular types of soft- 
ware available for personal computers is 
the electronic spreadsheet. Visualize a 
sheet of paper divided into vertical col- 
umns and horizontal rows. Most spread- 
sheet packages have more tows and col- 
umns than you will ever need (one offers 
63 columns and 254 tows). These spread- 
sheets allow you to enter information and 
mathematic formulas; when you change 
the numbers within the columns, each 
mathematic formula will electronically 
produce new calculations based on the 
change. 

Electronic spreadsheets are especially 
useful when you are trying to make finan- 
cial projections for a client and want to 
make some “what if’ calculations on the 


effect of various changes on the fmancial 
projections. 

A Wealth of Information 

Most law firms have extensive librar- 
ies, but a computer can put lawyers in 
touch with vast wells of information. 
There are now hundreds of on-line data- 
bases (not to be confused with database 
management systems) available to any 
lawyer who has a computer and a mrxlem. 
(A modem allows your computer to com- 
municate with another computer over reg- 
ular telephone lines.) Databases probably 
already familiar to lawyers are Westlaw 
and Lexis. In addition, lawyers can access 
many other databases on numerous sub- 
jects. Most database services charge based 
on on-line time. Some have minimum 
charges; some have monthly service 
charges. 

The computer and modem can also 
transmit documents you produce from one 
office to another. If you have a branch 
office and both the branch and the main 
office have a computer and modem, you 
can prepare a document in one office on 
your word processing equipment and send 
it electronically over the telephone lines to 
the other office. Indeed, you can send a 
document to anyone who has a computer 
and a modem. It is quite likely that law- 
yers will electronically transmit pleadings 
and briefs to court at some point in the 
future. 

Numerous companies operate electron- 
ic bulletin boards that allow lawyers, 
through their computers and modems, to 
post notices for other lawyers around the 
country to read. Interested readers can 
then contact the posting lawyer, either via 
computer and modem or by telephone. 

There are other applications useful in a 
law office that don’t conveniently fit into 
any of the previous categories. Extremely 
helpful is software that automatically 
produces income tax returns. Other soft- 
ware allows you to retrieve documents and 
information using a key word search tech- 
nique similar to Westlaw and Lexis, rec- 
oncile your phone bill, or fill out immigra- 


tion and naturalization forms. 

Once you know what computers can do 
for lawyers in the abstract, it’s up to you to 
analyze your own office and determine 
whether a computer will really help you. 
You might start by addressing this ques- 
tion: Will it be cost effective? 

In my own practice, 1 resisted the com- 
puter because the initial cost was mote 
than I was willing to pay. It was not until I 
reduced it to a financed monthly payment 
that I realized I could not afford to be with- 
out it. Here’s a financial analysis: You can 
acquire an entry level system for between 
$3,0(X) and $5,(X)0; $5,000 financed at 14 
percent over 36 months results in a month- 
ly payment of $170.89. Taking this calcu- 
lation one step further, if the computer is 
properly used in yom office, it could be 
busy 40 hours a week, which is about 172 
hours per month. If you divide the month- 
ly payment by 172, the computer will cost 
you 99 cents per hour. 

To be hard-nosed about your analysis 
ask yourself, “Am 1 willing to pay 99 
cents an hour so that my staff will be able 
to produce more efficiently? 

Of course, there are factors that this 
analysis leaves out. For example, a com- 
puter may allow you to offer a new service 
to your clients, and this may result in addi- 
tional fees. Possible new services are 
estate tax projections, income tax projec- 
tions, preparation of income tax returns, 
and financial projections. 

If you have decided that you might be 
able to use a computer in your law prac- 
tice, don’t dash right out and buy one. You 
need to know tfuee additional things. 

• How much do I need to know about 
computers and where can I find that infor- 
mation? 

• What equipment do I need to buy? 

• Who will help me get it up and running 
and keep it operating smoothly? 

I will explore these topics in greater depth 
in subsequent columns. ' ■ 


Robert P. Wilkins is a lawyer and the edi- 
tor o/The Lawyer’s PC, a newsletter for 
lawyers using the IBM PC. 
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Business 
Decision 


Lcrt be honest. 

Despite the “personal computer 
revolution” in today’s office, 
a lot of business decisions get made 
in some pretty arbitrary ways. 

That^ because most of the saftwHin for 
personal computers isn’t up to the job of 
helping you draw conclusions from the mass 
of information in vour business. 

THE GREAT PERSONAL COMPUTER 
"UN-REVOLUnON." 

Up to now, to use a personal computer 
effectively in the real world, you needed to 
use five different types of software packages: 

Electronic spreadsheet, information manage- 
ment, graphics, word processing, and tele- 
communications. 

Ton had to learn how to use these five different, 
unmatched software packages before you could 
make the computer do what you wanted it to do. 

And information stored in one of these packages 
would rarely fit into another without a lot of trouble. 
This means you had to spend your valuable time 
pushing buttons and learning to become a computer 
expert. 

Instead of using the personal computer as a tool for 
business decisions. 

Not exactly a shining moment in the personal 
computer resolution. 

THE CONTEXT NBA:’ 

A SIMPLE IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME. 

Tlie Context MBA is software for the IBM PC, PC- 
XT, and Hewlett-Packard Series 200 personal com- 
puters that combines all the functions sou’ll eser need 
- spreadsheet, information management, report ss rit- 
ing, graphics, and communications - into a single, 
easy-to-use package. 

The result is a software package that’s literally “greater 
than the sum of its parts.” 

FIVE SCREENS - NO WAITING. 

With the MBA you can connect your personal 
computer to your company’s main computer and 
retricTc- all kinds of business data. Like sales, product, 
or customer figures. 

Sort, search, update, and store this information in 
your personal computer. Analrae it, prepare sales 
forecasts or study new business opptsrtumties in 



minutes, instead of 
hours. 

While you’re using the spreadsheet, use the 
MBA^ graphics function to make spreadsheet figures 
come alive on your screen in charts or graphs. So you 
can visualize the effect of prassible changes to vour 
business. 

This year, or five years from now. Instantlv. 

When you’ve made sense out of the possibilities, use 
the MBA^ full-function executive report writer to put 
these words, numbers, and graphs into a finished, 
printed repmrt. 

At last, you can use a personal computer as a decision 
tool to turn more profit from the mountain of 
information that crosses your desk everv day. 

So now e\'cn “non-computer people” can make heads- 
or-tails out of the personal computer revolution. 

A GOOD BUSINESS DECISION. 

Make a good, well-informed business decision right 
now: 

Call us at 1-800-437-1513 (in California, call 
1 -800-592-2527X and get the name of vour nearest 
computer store for a live demonstration of the 
Context MBA. We’ll also send vou a copv of our tell- 
it-like-it-is brochure, S(^are Explained. 

If you have an IBM Personal Computer, ask for our 
free Context MBA Sampler Disk for a live demo of 
the MBA on vour own PC. 

Context 


CONTEXT MANAGEMENT STSTEMS 
23868 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Torrance. CA 90505 
(213) 378-8277 


MBA 


Paraonat Computer Software for Business Deoislons, 
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EDUCATION/TONY FABBRI 


Computer Kids At College 

Teaching children to use computers is a difficult proposition. 
Some of the problems could be solved by modifying a program 
for gifted children that’s already in use. 


T here are two major hurdles to teach- 
ing children about computers: educa- 
tion of the teachers and funding for the 
computers. 

Most teachers want to learn about com- 
puters and share that knowledge with their 
students, but their classrooms and sched- 
ules are already overloaded. The time they 
need to learn about computers infringes on 
other efforts and activities. Rudimentary 
knowledge of computers is not sufficient; 
especially since many students may be 
highly skilled in programming. 

The dynamic computer field is chang- 
ing so fast that even the manufacturers of 
computer systems have a difficult time 
keeping track of market conditions. This is 
evident in the recent problems of Texas 
Instruments, Timex, and Atari with their 
home or school computers. It seems 
unfair, then, to expect classrooms to keep 
up with the technology. 

These ate the early days of the mictr> 
computer revolution; indeed, it is only IVi 
years since IBM introduced the PC, giving 
credence to the microcomputer revolution. 
Compounding the problem of large num- 
bers of teachers who still need computer 
training is the sad fact that most schools do 
not have enough computers to train their 
students adequately. This generally makes 
it difficult for large schools, with 400 or 
more students to teach about computers 
with any thoroughness. Funding is also an 



issue. With cuts in government spending, 
especially at the local level, it's increas- 
ingly difficult for school systems to pur- 
chase the needed numbers of micros. 

Even when parents purchase a comput- 
er for their child, formal training at the 
correct level may be difficult or impossi- 
ble to obtain. And with college computer 
faculty leaving academia in droves to 
accept higher-paying positions in indus- 
try, training the teachers becomes even 
more difficult. 

One way to alleviate this confusion is 
with a modified version of the Gifted Pro- 
gram taught at some colleges (including 
Chattanooga State Technical Community 
College in Tennessee, where I teach). In 
this 12-week program, intellectually gift- 
ed children in the vicinity of the college 
are invited to attend special classes at the 


college. College faculty teach classes in 
computer science, biology, chemistry, 
physics, and engineering geared to these 
special students. At some institutions, the 
program includes ten or more courses. 
Most of the classes meet for 3 hours on 
four consecutive Saturday mornings. 

At Chattanooga State, the demand for 
the computer class was huge. To accom- 
modate this response, as well as to allow 
other children besides gifted ones to par- 
ticipate, the college decided to allow 
selected faculty members like myself to 
start independent courses in computers. 
Most of these courses are taught year 
round, using the computer facilities of the 
college. A nominal fee is generally 
charged and the proceeds split between the 
faculty member and the college. Not only 
are the children uained by proficient 
instructors, but the school also invests the 
profits in additional computer equipment. 
And, because of market forces, the 
courses must be interesting and informa- 
tive and must meet the needs of partici- 
pants in order to survive. 

A similar approach can be used at area 
high schools and elementary schools. By 
pooling computer systems on Saturday, 
one or more classes might be offered on 
four consecutive Saturday mornings. A 
fee of approximately $20 to $35 per child 
can then be charged for the sessions with 
the proceeds split between the insttuctor 
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and the school. 

The ultimate challenge for any program 
involving children and computers is to 
make it interesting. Sessions must excite 
as well as inform students. Instead of busi- 
ness or math problems, the students need 
examples that they can relate to. The ideas 
incorporated in arcade games can help 
tempt children into learning. 

For example, it is much easier to teach 
the FOR NEXT statement and the use of 
the comma with this program: 

NEW 

100 CLS 

110 FOR J = 1 TO 200 
120 PRINT • 'TONY' ' . 

Put your name here. 

130 NEXT J 
RUN 

than by using a business or math problem. 
The student can replace the comma with a 
semicolon to fill the screen with his name. 

The teachers of these courses must pos- 
sess a certain type of imagination to hold 
the students’ interest. A series of exercises 
for the student must be designed to accom- 
plish the goals of the course. For example, 
to demonstrate the TAB statement, the 
teacher could use this program: 

NEW 

100 CLS 

110 FOR C = 1 TO 30 

120 PRINT TAB (C) ‘ 'TONY' ' 

Put your name here. 

130 NEXT C 
RUN 

The student can then enter 
NEW 

100 CLS 

110 FOR R=1 TO 20 

120 PRINT TAB (R) "TONY'' 

Put your name here. 
130 PRINT TAB (21-R) ' 'MARY' ' 
Put your friend’s name here. 
140 NEXT R 
RUN 

By changing each PRINT to LPRINT, the 


student can print out giant Xs containing 
his name and that of a friend. The student 
also learns how to insert paper in a printer, 
perform line feeds, take the printer off 
line, and put it on line. 

Movement on the screen is easy to 
grasp if the student can draw a creature 
and make it move. The program 

NEW 

100 CLS 

110 FOR C = 1 TO 30 

120 LOCATE 1 , 1 

125 REM PUT A SPACE ON EACH 

SIDE OF THE ALIEN 

130 PRINT TAB (C) " \— -/' ' 

140 PRINT TAB (C) ' ' [00] ' ' 

150 PRINT TAB (C) ' '/— \' ' 

155 REM SLOW THE COMPUTER 
DOWN 

160 SOUND 30000, 10 

170 NEXT C 

RUN 

teaches how to home the cursor, how to 
use SOUND to slow the computer down, 
and how to use a loop to produce multiple 
images. Since the computer is infinitely 
patient, it also encourages the student to 
use his or her imagination to create new 
and different pictures. 

This is the clue to the success of com- 
puter training. Computer exercises can be 
expanded to use all the computer system’s 
resources. For example, the screen be- 
comes alive with noise and action when 
line 160 of the preceding program is 
changed to 

160 SOUND 200,10 

161 SOUND 1000,10 

A quick physics lesson on sound produc- 
tion can easily be taught at this point in the 
course. 

Exploring New Worlds 

Students must be encouraged to draw a 
variety of pictures with the programs. This 
encourages the students to think indepen- 
dently and experiment with the computer, 
and it will eventually help them grasp the 
full meaning of the BASIC and the power 


of the computer. Here’s a program that 
illustrates upward movement: 

NEW 

100 CLS 

110 LOCATE 24,1 
120 PRINT " // " 

130 PRINT "II" 

140 PRINT "II" 

150 PRINT "II" 

160 PRINT " " 

170 PRINT " VV " 

300 FOR R=1 TO 24 

310 PRINT 

320 SOUND 2000,100 

330 NEXT R 

RUN 

It opens up the worlds of outer space travel 
and science fiction. With encouragement 
to draw an alien spaceship, the space shut- 
tle, superman, or superwoman, the stu- 
dents learn how to manipulate selected 
segments of the code to produce the results 
they want. Inserting 

294 REM PRESS ANY KEY TO FIRE 
ROCKET 

295 A$ = INKEY$ 

296 IFA$ = " "THEN 295 

shows how the keyboard can control 
action on the screen. The idea behind vid- 
eo games unfolds as students leam to use 
BASIC commands. 

The beauty of this technique is that not 
only are the students learning how to pro- 
gram the computer, debug, and change 
programs, they also are learning to use 
deductive reasoning and pure logic to 
solve a problem. Once they grasp the con- 
cepts, the mystique is replaced with under- 
standing of the computer as an important 
tool to accompany them in their search for 
knowledge. ■ 


Tony Fabbri is author of the book An- 
imation, Games, and Sound for the 
IBM PC. He has taught college for 13 
years, including 3 years teaching chil- 
dren in the gifted program at Chatta- 
nooga State Technical Community 
College. 
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SALVO Shatters 
The Information Barrier! 


At last. Create your own applications in a fraction of 
the time compared to BASIC, COBOL or any data 
base language. You know exactly what you want. Now, 
let your personal computer generate that information 
by using SALVO, the fourth generation information 
manager from Software Automation, Inc. It’s Better. 
Faster. And Easier to use. 

Natural Language Interpreter: Unique to SALVO, 
this allows you to enter the following type command, 
“List my customers and their orders.” Watch as 
SALVO generates the application. It truly shatters the 
information barrier. In minutes you get what you want, 
the way you want it. Inventory, Accounting, Mailing 
Lists, Sales Reports and more. 

Fourth Generation Language. SALVO is a powerful 
nonprogrammer’s language combined with a true 
relational DBMS. This method increases your 
productivity 10 to 20 times normal! People in all 


professions can benefit from SALVO. Regardless of 
their level of expertise. 

Applications Development Packi^e. SALVO is a 
complete tool for information management. Develop 
your own applications. Maintain your data base. 
Retrieve information using natural language. All of 
these functions can be performed by rumprogrammers. 
SALVO is also a complete application generator 
for advanced users and professional programmers. 
SALVO’s secret is simple. Technological innovations 
including artificial intelligence (expert systems, ttatural 
language processors) combined with relatiorral 
data structures. 

SALVO runs on most personal computers. Compatible 
with MS-DOS, PC- DOS and CP/M. SALVO requites 
only 64K memoty. SALVO is available at your local 
computer store or you may contact us for information 
on how to get your own personal preview copy. 


^^off\A<xeAufornafibniTC 


14333 Proton Rood, Dallas, fexos 75234 
(214) 392-2802 
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It Reads, Writes and 
It Paints in 3-D, Keeps: 

and Talks to 




It’s called “OPEN ACCESS,” 


result of 60 man-years of 


create a truly do-it-all, super- 


task you’re ever likely to encounter. 


The beauty of it is, all that capability 


resides on a single program. You don’t 


have to re-enter data. Or spend time 


trying to get unmatched programs to 


work together. 


OPEN ACCESS takes its name from 


the source of its power-a relational 


data-base manager that gives you access 


to more data in more ways than any 


comparable software. 


OPEN ACCESS includes an electronic 


spreadsheet, 3-0 graphics, word 


prcK'essor, appointment scheduler and 


telecommunications module— all 


revolving around the powerful 


information manager. 


SPP 


,Ar liiW'iHi'* 




INFORMATION MANAQEMENT-THE 
MASTERMIND. ThI* advanced data*baaa 
manager storea and retrievea multiple fllea 
quickly, eaaily and reliably. What'a more, It 
aharea ail Information with the other programa, 
ao you never have to reenter the aame data 
twice. 


ELECTRONIC SPREADSHEET-NUMBER 
CRUNCHING AND GOAL SEEKING. It helpa 
you produce forecaata, coat eatimalea and 
‘‘break>even" pointa— In aeconda, Inatead of 
houra or daya. Beat of all. It allowa “goal 
aeeking." Aak, for taample, “What aalea muat I 
have the reat of the year to net SI million?,'' 
and OPEN ACCESS will figure It out! 


3-D QRAPHICS-NOT JUST PRETTY 
PICTURES. Theee graphica dlallll raw data 
Into trenda that can be inatantly vlauallzed, 
helping you diacem the Important facta from 
a wealth of Information. 




















10240 Sorrento Valley Road 
San Diego, CA 92121 


There’s just one wnclusion: At $S95, 
OPEN ACCESS can do more for you than 
any other comparable business program 
on the market. Bar none. But the only 
way for you to be convinced is for you 
to see OPEN ACCESS work its magic on 
your work load. So call your ItKal 
software dealer today, or call us at SPI, 
at 619-450-1526. 


Because they do not have a dedicated 
relational data-ba.se manager that can 
quickly direct massive amounts of data, 
other programs simply can’t do what 
OPEN ACCESS can. Some don’t have a 
communications program, others no 
dedicated word pnxressor. None have a 
time management program. 


Ime 


\ 

pivcesn/Kj 


CctUMUHictlitHiS 


sorrow nmjos intwnahonai 
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WORD PROCESSING-EDITOR 
EXTRAORDINAIREI Superior word procosoort 
mako H oMy to corroct typot. chofi9o words, 
shutflo paragraphs and format documants. 
This Is on# of that broad. Usa H to wrtta 
attlciant momos, lattars, proposals and 
raports. 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS-YOUR LINK WITH 
THE WORLD. This program givas you accass 
to virtually any othar computar syslam In tha 
world. Not only can you transmit ar>d racalva 
raports from your collaaguas, you can also 
subscriba to spaclal data banks that know 
avarything from QM*s stock prica to tha 
ralativa humidity In Ganoa. Now that’s powarl 


TIME MANAGEMENT-CONSERVING YOUR 
MOST PRECIOUS RESOURCE. This modulo 
halps you kaap track of ail your appolntmants, 
hour by hour, day in and day out it alarts you 
to standing obligations, automatically 
coordinatas maating timas with othar busy 
profasslonals. and lists all your associatas on 
a Rolodax^***like file. 






GRAPHICS TO GO 


Take Your CRT Graphics To Your Next Meeting. 

Use DATACAM™For Instant Color Photos And Slides From CRT Monitors. 


Getting your CRT graphics to a meeting shouldn’t be 
time consuming, expensive or difficult to accomplish. 

DATACAM"" 35 and DATACAM™ I meet the fast rising 
demand for photographic records of images from CRT 
monitors for reference and presentations. With a 
DATACAM '“color recording camera, your display informa- 
tion can be communicated economically, in an instant. 
A DATACAM'" is extremely easy to use. All you have to do 
is place a DATACAM'" on any CRT monitor, press a button 
to shoot and within minutes have 
the finished print or slide. 

DATACAM'" is portable, too. 

A DATACAM'" Is not hard-wired to a 
fixed single video system and does not 
require customizing for a particular 
video display screen. Anyone can use 
it from engineers, designers, medical 
professionals, educators, to business 
professionals. 
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DATACAM'" 35 comes in two monitor sizes— 12”/13” 
and 19"/2r' to fit almost every available screen size. It is 
perfect for photographically recording CRT graphics in a 
slide format. When you need an instant audiovisual pre- 
sentation, your DATACAM'" 35, loaded with Polachrome 
35mm film will produce color slides which can be 
processed on an AutoProcessor and mounted within a 
matter of minutes. Or, you can use conventional 35mm 
color film and send it out for developing. 

DATACAM'" I is also available in the 
same sizes as DATACAM'" 35. It is ideal 
for making instant hard copy 3x4 
photographic prints for reference data, 
notebook presentations or file Informa- 
tion. DATACAM'" I can be used with 
Kodak Instant Color Film. 

To place your order call toll free 800-962-7370. 
InN.Y.S. call 800-828-3030. 

770 Basket Road 
RO. Box 338 
Webster. NY 14580 



DATACAM 

Hard Copies Made Simple 



PHOIOGRAPrtC 

SCeCESCORP 


SCIENCE/RICHARD H. ZANDER 


The New Computer Curators 

Database management concerns museums as well as profit- 
making businesses. But, lacking large amounts of capital, 
museums must explore alternatives to large in-house systems 


A fter many years of storing informa- 
tion on cumbersome card files, 
museums are coming out of the dark ages 
of manual recordkeeping and data storage . 
Increasingly, institutions known for their 
love of antiquity are turning to computers 
to help them maintain their collections. 

Take, for example, the Strong Museum 
in Rochester, New York, which houses a 
specialized collection of manufactured 
goods from the nineteenth century, includ- 
ing large numbers of dolls and toys. The 
museum began to computerize flies of its 
300,000 specimens in 1975 and, to date, 
has transferred 50,000 records to a main- 
frame at the Univeisity of Rochester. The 
museum pays $3,300 a month to rent an 
IBM 3350 disk that stores 66 megabytes of 
information. Recently, the museum in- 
stalled three IBM PCs and two XTs to 
unbundle word processing from the main- 
frame and to perform -office woik. 

The Strong Museum spent $140,000 
on computerization between 1978 and 
1982. Its staffs commitment to the com- 
puter age is equally strong: 45 of the 100 
staff membeis have signed up (at the 
museum’s expense) for a microcomputer 
course at the local university. 

Systematic Collections 

The nature of museum work creates an 
important and obvious role for the com- 
puter. Aside from their display and educa- 



tional functions, museums serve the scien- 
tific community by gathering objects 
together in groups, preserving them, and 
organizing them according to some easily 
understood filing system. 

These “systematic collections" pro- 
vide the basis for scientific studies involv- 
ing taxonomy (how many kinds of zebras 
ate there?), distribution (where have 
Stone-Age tools been unearthed in Afri- 
ca?), morphology (how many stamens are 
in the average rose?), and ecology (when 
and where has DDT shown up in bird egg- 
shells?), and other specialized topics. 

But to be worthwhile to science, each 
specimen must be adequately labelled 
with name, provenance, date of acquisi- 
tion, and other information. Because col- 
lections in a single institution may be very 
large, managing scientific collections as 


databases can be a difficult and time-con- 
suming job. Thanks to the computer, how- 
ever, this no longer needs to be the case. 

After studying the advantages of com- 
puterization, many larger museums began 
to automate their collection systems in the 
197()s. Unfortunately, small, less well- 
funded institutions cannot always afford 
the luxury of installing an in-house, com- 
puterized collection database. Smaller in- 
stitutions for the most part found the 
installation and staffing costs overwhelm- 
ing. For these museums, however, a num- 
ber of more cost-effective methods of 
establishing computerized collection data- 
bases are being explored by institutions in 
the United States and Canada. 

Lower-Cost Alternatives 

Networking is one alternative being 
explored by the Waterloo Museum Com- 
puter Network in Ontario, Canada. The 
network is comprised of ten museums, 
each of which has developed its own par- 
ticular collection data-management proce- 
dures. IBM PCs at each museum are used 
as terminals to a linked system of six IBM 
4341s at the University of Waterloo. This 
arrangement provides users with a poten- 
tial 66 megabytes of RAM memory and 43 
gigabytes of storage. 

At peak times, as many as 500 users are 
on line, according to Dr. Elliott Avedon, 
director of the Museum and Archive of 
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PC-PLOT 
TEKTRONIX 4010 
TERMINAL EMULATOR 
FOR THE IBM PC 

THE GRAPHICS LINK 
BETWEEN THE IBM PC 
AND YOUR COMPUTER NETWORK 


Turn your IBM Personal Computer into a 
powerful graphics workstation with PC-PLOT 
and your mainframe graphics software from 
ISSCO, SAS, Precision Visuals, or 
Tektronix. Allows direct access to Chemical 
Abstracts CAS OnLine and Questel DARC 
chemical databases. Save picture files on 
PC diskette and redraw on IBM graphics 
printer or Hewlett-Packard 7470A plotter. 

VT-100 emulation and autodial 
modem support. 

Call for immediate shipment with purchase 
order number or VISA/MasterCard number 
or send check. 

Call or write for complete technical brochure. 

$95 


1897 Red Fern Dr. 

Columbus, Ohio 43229 
614-882-4786 TelexEASY LINK 62186730 

O CAS Onlin* 







MicroPlot 


A 




Systems 

. 
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Games at the University of Waterloo. 
Each PC in the network has 512K RAM, 
an asynchronous adapter, a modem, 
graphics and monochrome boards, a virtu- 
al disk, and an Epson FX80 printer. Soft- 
ware for standalone use includes VisiCalc, 
WordStar. ProKey, PC-File, and the IBM 
DOS 2.0 utilities. 

Another alternative is the system devel- 
oped by Dr. Clifford M. Wetmore of the 
Department of Botany. University of Min- 
nesota, St. Paul. Wetmore is a specialist in 
lichens. Systematic collections of lichens 
are useful to scientists studying the nature 
of fungus species and ecology. About 
60,000 specimens of dried lichens are 
filed in the cabinets of the University of 
Minnestoa, curated by Dr. Wetmore. 

The entire Collection has been comput- 
erized, meaning that label data such as the 
lichen’s name, where it was collected, 
what it was growing on. who collected it 
and when, and museum access number, 
are now available in a computer database. 
Among other scientific uses, maps of the 
geographic distribution of different spe- 
cies can be called from this information. 

A computer buff, Wetmore built a 
"home design" 12-bit minicomputer 



from scratch 10 years ago by making his 
own circuit boards and power supply. Lat- 
er he put together an 8-bit Altair 680 MITS 
from a kit. For office work, Wetmore uses 
a PC with 256K RAM, which he config- 
ures as a terminal for the University of 
Minnesota's Cyber 74 when working with 
the lichen collection database. His com- 
munication with the mainframe is through 
a Hayes SmattriKxlem 1200 at 1200 baud 
with an inexpensive but sophisticated soft- 
ware package developed by the University 
Computer Center. For information on this 
package, write to the university at 227 
Experimental Engineering, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 55455. He 
uses System 2000 (S2K) software pro- 
duced by the MRI Systems Corporation in 
Austin, Texas, for input and manipulation 
of data on the mainframe. Wetmore has 
written an interactive program in BASIC 
for easy entry of herbarium specimen label 
data and another program that alphabet- 
izes long lists of species names. He's will- 
ing to share them with anyone who sends a 
formatted IBM diskette and postpaid mail- 
er to him at 220 Biological Sciences Cen- 
ter, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, 
MN 55108. 



Testing Ground 

Museums make ideal testing grounds 
for the data management capabilities of 
the IBM PC and the software written for it. 
The computerization of museum collec- 
tions, however, is also a trial for the cura- 
tor. Typically, specimen labels are often 
scrawled in longhand, in foreign lan- 
guages, with place names absent from 
modem maps, and often misspelled to 
boot. Curators have to make some basic 
decisions about the format and vocabulary 
to be used in entering data before they first 
lay hands on a keyboard. Distinctions such 
as, "Is this an arrow head or an arrow- 
head?” are enormously important for 
good data retrieval. A lack of precisely 
this kind of planning torpedoed many of 
the collection-computerization projects 
begun in the 1970s. 

Great strides have been made in data 
management of systematic collections, 
and talented curators such as Avedon and 
Wetmore continue to push back the fron- 
tiers every year. But the task is complex 
and large problems remain. Success still 
requires a hefty portion of individual skill 
and dedication. In other words, it’s up to 
you, and your PC. ■ 



Three dolls from the Strong Museum's extensive collection. 
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That’s right. You can win a brand new Chevy S-10 
Blazer. FREE. All you have to do is submit the 
best name for our exciting new "ELECTRONIC" 
DISK. A name that reflects its function and per- 
formance as a floppy disk replacement. 

WHAT IS AN “LLECTRONIC” DISK 

“ELECTRONIC" DISK is the functional name 
we’ve given to this first-of-a-kind product for the 
IBM PC & XT. It’s an operation-ready module 
offering to 368 KB for new or existing PCs. 
There’s no software or sub-routines required. 

Just plug one in and you get instant data access 
... up to 50x faster than a conventional floppy 
disk. And without inherent head and disk wear. 
Or electro-mechanical failures and data loss. 

The module also offers a U.P.S. (uninterruptible 
power supply) to make sure you won’t lose data 
from power "glitches” or when power is tempo- 
rarily removed. 


Company;* «prir3(». 
ArJdress 


look-up records, sort 
data and other disk bound 
processes at high speed. All without 
the start-stop aspect of typical operations 
regardless of operating system used. 


SUBMIT YOUR WINNING ENTRY TO THE 
“NAME OUR PRODUCT" CONTEST 


There is no obligation when you enter the 
“Name our Product" contest. Simply pick up 
an official entry blank from any participating 
IBM PC dealer. While you’re there, your 
dealer can give you complete details on the 
"ELECTRONIC" DISK. Or, you can request 
an entry form and details directly from the 
factory by writing to the address below. 
Please include a stamped, self-addressed 
business size envelope. 


I WANT TO ENTER YOUR 
“NAME OUR PRODUCT" CONTEST 


Please send me an official entry blank 

Please tell me the name of the nearest 

participating IBM PC dealer 


WHY YOU’LL WANT ONE 

The “ELECTRONIC" DISK gives your computer 
greater power for personal, multi-tasking or 
multi-user applications. You’ll be able to con- 
tinuously scroll documents, instantaneously 
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PRODUCTS 
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DILOG PC PRODUCTS 
Distributed Logic Corporation 
12800 Garden Grove Blvd. 
Garden Grove, CA 92643 
Phone: (714) 534-8950 
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You need software insurance. Copy n PC 


Diskettes are fragile, and when a protected program is 
damaged, the results are expensive and inconvenient. If 
you have a backup diskette, though, you can have your 
Apple, IBM or compatible computer back on line within 
seconds . . . affordably. That's software insurance. 

Copy n Plus 


This is THE disk backup program for the IBM PC, 
PC/XT and PCjr that copies almost anything. Others 
may make similar claims, but in reedity, nothing out 
performs Copy II PC ... at any price. Copy II PC even 
includes a disk speed check and is another "best buy" 
at only $39.95. 



This is the most widely used backup program for the 
Apple. Rated as "one of the best software buys of the 
year" by InCider magazine, its simple menu puts nearly 
every disk command at your fingertips. The manual, 
with more than 70 pages, describes protection 
schemes, and our Backup Book'* lists simple 
instructions for backing up over 300 popular programs. 
The Backup Book is expanded bimonthly, and is always 
available to Copy II Plus owners for only $1.00 (and a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope). Best of all. Copy II 
Plus is still only $39.95. 

wildcard 2 (formerly The Alaska Card) 

Designed by us and produced by Eastside Software, 
Wildcard 2 is the easiest-to-use, most reliable card 
available. Making backups of your total load software 
can be as easy as pressing the button, inserting a blank 
disk and hitting the return key twice. Wildcard 2 copies 
48K, 64K and 128K software, and, unlike other cards, 
is always ready to go. No preloading software into the 
card or special, preformatted diskettes are required. 
Your backups can be run with or without the card in 
place and can be transferred to hard disks. For the 
Apple II and He, $139.95 complete. 


We are the backup professionals. Instead of diluting 
our efforts in creating a wide variety of programs, we 
specialize in offering the very best in backup products. 
So, protect your software investment, before things get 
too hot. 


C ENTRAL POINT 
Software, Inc. 


Important NMko: Thoso products oro providod for tbo purpoMof onoblingyou to 
moko orcblvm! copios only. Undor tbs Copyright Low. you. oo tbo ownor of o computor 
program, oro ontltlad to moko o now copy for orchivol purpoooo only and tbeao 
products will onablo you to do so. 

Thoso products aro suppliod for no otbar purposa and you aro not pormittod to 
utlllso thorn for any othor uso, othor than that spociflod. 


The Backup Professionals 

To order, call 503/244-5782, 8:00-5:30 Mon.-Sat., or 
send your order to: Central Point Software, 9700 SW 
Capitol Hwy, Suite 100, Portland, OR 97219. Please 
include $2.00 for shipping and handling. 
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New On The Market 


HARDWARE 


PC Bubble Disk 

A memoiy expansion board 
built around a half-megabyte 
of bubble memory chips, 
designed to emulate a hard 
disk drive. The board pro- 
vides many of the conve- 
nient features of hard disk 
storage units without requir- 
ing external power supplies. 

The PC Bubble Disk 
board responds to fixed disk 
conunands under PC-DOS 
2.0, Softech Pascal IV. 13, 
and CP/M-86. Software fea- 
tures such as the RESTORE 
and BACKUP commands, 
as well as the ability to par- 
tition memory to hold sever- 
al operating systems, ate 
available to the user. With 
the AUTOSCAN ROM 
BIOS option installed, the 
board can also cold boot 
any of the above listed op- 
erating systems. 

The PC Bubble Disk 
card contains four Intel 
7110 bubble memories with 
one-eighth megabyte capaci- 
ty each. Mean access time 
(40 msec) and data transfer 
rate (400 k/sec) allow file 
transfer operations to take 
place several times faster 
than with floppy drives. 

(List Price: $1495) 

Helix Laboratories, Inc. 
16776 Bernardo Center Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92128 
(619) 451-0270 

CIRCLE 800 ON READER 
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with all necessary cables to 
connect to a serial or paral- 
lel port in the user’s system. 
(List Price: 32K $299: 64K 
$349; I28K $445) 
Interactive Structures Inc. 
146 Montgomery Ave. 

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
(215) 667-1713 

CIRCLE 799 ON READER 
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Micro D-CAM 

A digital image sensor, per- 
mitting a user's system to 
accept visual images as in- 
put. Using a 256 x 128 sil- 
icon array and menu-driven 
software, the Micro D-CAM 
can interpret, enhance, or 
store images in computer 
memory. The complete unit 
consists of the lens. Optic 
RAM, interface card, re- 
mote housing, extension ca- 
ble, operator's manual, and 
utility software. 

Typical uses for the Mi- 
cro D-CAM include graph- 
ics, pattern and character 
recognition, robotics, pro- 
cess control, and security. 
The included software pro- 
vides utilities for automatic 
exposure control, multi-level 
grayscale, screen dumps, 
picture storage, and image 
enhancement. 

(List Price: $295) 

Requires: 

Micromint Inc. 

561 Willow Ave. 

Cedarhurst, NY 11516 
(516) 374-6793 
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SkuBteBuffer, Interactive Structures 


ShufHeBuffer 

A printing buffer with a 
random access printing 
mode. This capability per- 
mits “shuffling” of text, 
graphics, spreadsheet data, 
and other computer-generat- 
ed material, into any desired 
combination for printing, 
plotting, or telephone trans- 
mission. 

The unit also has two ad- 


ditional modes of opetadon: 
the standard buffer function 
of first-in, first-out (FIFO) 
printing of material that 
does not need rearranging or 
reprinting, and Bypass, to 
interrupt a long printout in 
order to produce a separate 
document on an immediate 
basis. 

The ShuffleBuffer front 
panel controls permit equip- 
ment stacking, and comes 


Micro D’CAMf Micromint Inc. 
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HARDWARE 


The Data Library 

A 64 megabyte removable- 
cartridge drive with inter- 
face. The unit appears to a 
user’s system as four I6-Mb 
drives accessible as drives 
C, D, E, and F. The includ- 
ed interface adapter comes 
with 64K RAM on-board 
for directory storage. This 
memory may be increased 
in increments of 64K up to 
a total of 2S6K. The addi- 
tional RAM may serve as 
either a data buffer or as 
system memory. 

The Data Library utiUzes 
a pre-formatted removable 
tape cartridge. The tape 
used provides modified fre- 
quency modulation record- 
ing on 16 tracks with a den- 
sity of 10,000 bits per inch 
and unlimited record re- 
placement. Pre-formatting 
makes use of permanent for- 
ward/reverse-reading block 
keys that establish block lo- 
cations. Each block contains 
1 ,024 bytes of user data, 
plus synchronization, head- 
er, and error detection infor- 
mation. 

The unit can transmit 
data in either of two modes. 
In burst mode, it can trans- 
fer at a rate up to 4 mega- 
bytes per second. The aver- 
age data transfer rate is 35 
megabytes per second. 

(List Price: $2,900 to 
$4,900, depending upon 
system configuration) 
Advanced Digital Informa- 
tion Co, 

723 Ninth Ave., Bldg. A 


Kirkland, WA 98033 
(206) 822-5579 
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Brother HR-25 
Printer 

A daisy wheel printer pro- 
viding a 23 characters-per- 
second print speed with fea- 
tures such as proportional 
spacing, auto space under- 
lining, super/sub script, 
bold printing, a copy fea- 
ture, character pitch selec- 
tion, line pitch selecUon, 
memory clear, and two-col- 
or printing using a cassette- 
type ribbon. 

The HR-25 is available 


with either a serial or paral- 
lel interface. Options avail- 
able include a bi-directional 
tractor feed that eliminates 
slack that occurs with sin- 
gle-direction tractors, and an 
auto cut sheet feeder. 

(List Price: approx. $1,000) 
Dynax, Inc. 

5698 Banditti Blvd. 

Bell. CA 90201 
(213) 260-7121 
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IBM PC Color 
Printer 

A color dot matrix printer 
that can produce documents 
and graphics in as many as 


eight colors. The unit offers 
user-selectable operating 
speeds of 200 characters per 
second (cps) in draft mode, 

1 10 cps for correspondance, 
and 35 cps for high quality 
printing. The Color Printer 
can accept single sheet, fan- 
fold, and continuous rolls of 
paper without additional 
feeders or optional attach- 
ments. 

(List Price: $1,995) 

IBM Corp. 

Entry Systems Div. 

P.O. Box 2989 
Delray Beach, FL 33444 
(305) 241-7662 
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CC 141 Color 
Display 

An RGB color video display 
with a resolution of 640 x 
200 dots in a 5 X 7 matrix, 
capable of displaying 80 
columns by 25 lines. The 
14-inch diagonal monitor is 
fully compatible with 16-bit 
operations, and can display 
up to 256 colors simulta- 
neously from either digital 
or analog input signals. 

The CC 141 Display fea- 
tures a synchronizing polari- 
ty switch permitting it to be 
used with many personal 
computers. Connection to a 
user's system is via a stan- 
dard square 8-pin connector. 
User controls include power 
on/off, brightness, contrast, 
V-hold, H-hold, V-size, and 
V-position. 

{List Price: $795) 

Roland DC 
7200 Dominion Cir. 

Los Angeles, CA 90040 
{213) 685-5141 
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SERVICE CARD 


Gen*net 1261 

A data concentrator, de- 
signed to multiplex four or 
eight asynchronous comput- 
er data-entry stations over a 
single communications link, 
at composite data rates up 
to 19.2 kilobytes per sec- 
ond. The device also offers 
fifteen channel data rates, 
down line loading, diagnos- 
tic circuitry, CCITT com- 
patibility, and local echo- 
plex. It can be used with 


most networks without mod- 
ifications to hardware or 
software. 

{List Price: Two units: 4 
channels $1,330; 8 channels 
$2,090) 

General DataComm Indus- 
tries, Inc. 

I Kennedy Ave, 

Danbury, CT 06810 
{203) 797-0711 
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CB-141 Color 
Display 

A color monitor utilizing an 
NTSC composite color input 
signal, and incorporating au- 


dio circuitry and speaker. 
The monitor's 13-inch diag- 
onal screen can produce 40 
columns by 25 lines on a 5 
X 7 dot matrix, with a hori- 
zontal resolution of 270 
lines. The unit can be used 
as a video monitor in com- 
bination with a user's sys- 
tem and/or a videotape re- 
corder. 

The CB-141 Display is 
protected from erroneous 
operation of a floppy disk 
drive, and is shielded 
against magnetic interrup- 
tion from other electronic 
devices. Input for both au- 
dio and video signals is via 



VideoPrifUer S, Polaroid Corp. 


twin RCA-type jacks. Inter- 
face cables for a range of 
personal computers are 
available separately. 

{List Price: $395) 

Roland DG 
7200 Dominion Cir, 

Los Angeles, CA 90040 
{213) 685-5141 
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VideoPrinter Model 8 

An instant color film record- 
er for making 8 x 10 inch 
photographic reproductions 
of screen images. The Mod- 
el 8 is a microprocessor- 
controlled unit that digitizes 
the video signal, calculates 
gray-scale transfer functions 
for each color, and matches 
contrast, density, and other 
exposure parameters to the 
film type being used. The 
device can make continu- 
ous-tone, full-color 8 X 10 
inch overhead projection 
transparencies on Color- 
graph instant film, and 8 x 
10 inch color prints on Po- 
lacolor ER instant film. 

Automatic settings for 
brightness, contrast, and 
color balance can be manu- 
ally adjusted to enhance 
highlight and shadow detail 
in the photographic copy. 
{List Price: $6,600; with 
processor, film holder, and 
loading tray $7,753) 
Polaroid Corp. 

575 Technology Sq. 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
{617) 577-2000 
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Smart Switch 

A device permitting up to 
eight RS-232 ports to be 
used in any interconnection. 
Push buttons for each port 
define the port as either 
DTE or DCE. Up to four 
pair of ports can communi- 
cate at the same time. 

The Smart Switch is con- 
trolled by software com- 
mands, with a two character 
sequence for port selection, 
status determination, and 
log-off. If the selected port 
is busy, the unit will inform 
the user’s system when it 
becomes available. 

The device can operate at 
baud rates from ISO to 9600 
bps, with all ports operating 
at the same selected rate. 
(List Price: $895) 

Western Telematic Inc. 

2435 S. Anne St. 

Santa Ana, CA 92704 
(800) 854-7226 
(714) 979-0363 
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DXY-101 Plotter 

An X-Y plotter with an in- 
terchangeable pen, capable 
of plotting at speeds up to 
ISOnun per second on any 
type of paper. The unit can 
accommodate paper up to 
11x17 inches in size, and 
has a 10'/4 x \4'A inch 
plotting area. Features in- 
clude both a serial (RS-232) 
and a parallel (C^tronics) 
interface, 16 different print 
sizes, and 8K of on-board 
memory to help simplify 
program conunands. 


The device also incorpo- 
rates dual speed switches, 
BASIC language compati- 
bility, and an L.E.D. indi- 
cator for power on (steady 
state) or error condition 
(blinking). 

(List Price: $750) 

Roland DC 
7200 Dominion Cir. 

Los Angeles, CA 90040 
(213) 685-5141 
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Supercord 

A typewriter interface, per- 
mitting a variety of type- 
writer models to be used as 
computer printers. Super- 
cords are available in serial 
RS-232C, IEEE-488, or 
Centronics parallel connec- 
tors, and can be user-in- 


stalled in typewriters from 
Adler, Brother, Royal, 
Smith-Corona, Silver-Reed, 
and other manufacturers. 

Also available is Super- 
cord II, containing a 4K 
print buffer memory which 
permits a user’s system to 
continue receiving input 
even while the typewriter is 
printing the previous input. 
Both versions of Supercord 
allow typewriters to contin- 
ue to be used as stand-alone 
devices. 

(List Price: Both versions 
$295) 

Cord Ltd. 

1548 Brookhoilow Dr. 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 
(714) 545-1643 
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PC-CARD 

A credit card reader that at- 
taches to a user’s keyboard. 
The user slides a credit card 
or similar card with a mag- 
netic stripe into the PC- 
CARD stot to enter the 
card’s data into the system. 
The device can be used for 
virtually any identification 
purpose such as security ac- 
cess control, password input 
validation, credit card 
transactions, and data log- 
ging. A sample BASIC pro- 
gram is provided with the 
unit. 

(List Price: $279) 

Alloy Computer Products 
100 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Framingham, MA 01 701 
(617) 875-6100 
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RX-80 F/T Printer 

A new version of the Epson 
RX-80 dot matrix printer, 
featuring both tractor and 
friction paper feeds. The 
unit can print at speeds up 
to 100 characters per sec- 
ond, with a choice of two 
96-character ASCII sets plus 
nine international character 
sets and 32 special graphics 
characters. Users may 
choose from 128 type 
styles, including empha- 
sized, doublestrike, elite, 
and italics. 

Other features of the RX- 
80 F/T include a disposible 
printhead; logic-seeking, bi- 
directional printing; an un- 
derline mode; and a special 
Quiet Mode that reduces the 
unit’s overall noise level. 
(List Price: $599) 

Epson America, Inc. 

3515 Kashiwa St. 

Torrence, CA 90505 
(213) 539-9140 
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Multifunction Boards 

Two boards fitting one slot 
each in a user’s system, 
providing additional RAM 
memory and addition paral- 
lel and serial ports. The 
RIO PLUS board has the 
capacity for adding up to 
384KofRAM, plusan 
asynchronous RS-232 serial 
conununications port, a par- 
allel port, a battery-operated 
elock/calendar, and a game 
port compatible with joy- 
sticks. 

The SUPER I/O board is 


designed to fit the short slot 
of a PC-XT as well as a 
regular slot in the PC, and 
provides a parallel I/O port, 
an asynchronous RS-232 se- 
rial conununications port, a 
battery-operated clock/cal- 
endar, as well as a joystick 
game port. 

Both boards include PC 
Accelerator software, pro- 
viding the user with an elec- 
tronic RAM disk and print 
spooler. 

(Ust Price: RIO PLUS 64K- 
384K $385-$845: SUPER 
HO $229) 

STB Systems, Inc. 

601 N. Gtenville, #125 
Richardson, TX 75081 
(214) 234-8750 
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One Megabyte 
RAMPLUS 

A single plug-in board in- 
corporating new 2S6K 
RAM chips, for a total of 
one megabyte of memory 
on-board. The board can 
also accept 64K chips, or a 


combination of both types 
for special applications and 
memory management. 
RAMPLUS has a propri- 
etary PROM-controlled 
memory mapping facility 
that automatically translates 
memory locations in the 
hardware. 

RAMPLUS accepts up to 
four banks of RAM, each 
bank configur^ as eight 
data bits and one parity bit. 
Parity error detection logic 
on the board may be en- 
abled or disabled with a 
DIP switch. Other functions 
of the RAMPLUS board in- 
clude both a serial and a 
parallel port and clock/cal- 
endar with battery back-up. 
(List Price: Board without 
RAM $319; IMb RAM 
$1,839) 

Raytronics 
4901 Morena Blvd. , 

Bldg. 900 

San Diego, CA 92117 
(800) 854-1085 
(619) 270-4000 
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SOFTWARE 

Genieolo^ 

A genealogical program, al- 
lowing a user to track and 
maintain data on family 
members. Data fields in- 
clude member’s full name, 
with a separate entry for le- 
gal name if different; birth- 
day and place of birth; date 
and cause of death; spouse 
data, including names, dates 
of birth, dates and places of 
marriage, children’s names 
and birthdays, etc. 

The program includes 
provisions for entering a 
running log of research doc- 
uments related to family 
members, and to print out 
family records (including 
pedigree charts of foiu or 
five generations) through as 
many generations as ate in- 
cluded in database, without 
limit to the number of an- 
cestors for which informa- 
tion can be stored. The pro- 
gram can search for mem- 
bers by name, birthday, or 
the name of spouse, and al- 
lows a user to custom code 
data to facilitate transferring 
existing reconls. 

(List Price: $359) 

Requires: 128K, two disk 
drives, PC-DOS or CP/M- 
86, monitor, printer. 

Warner Enterprises 
P.O. Box 6276 
Glendale, CA 91205 
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Cmnputer Outlet 


CGhiiTi ^ j ^ largest selection of scftware and hardware 

'"'-^■I lLrUT ER O UTy j^ for Apple, Atari, Contmodore, IBPI and Ka^pro at 

25 to 40% off retail 

1095 East Twain, LasVegas, IW 89109 • non.-rri. SAN to 6Pn, Sat 9An to 5Pn 



Printers 


new Products Monitors 


NEC 


NECe023A $449 

NEC 3530 $1599 

NEC 7710 $2059 

NEC 7730 $2059 

NEC 3550 $1899 


DtaMo 


D4abk>620R(29CPS) $989 

630R (40CP8) $1839 

Diablo 830K8fl(40CP$) $2599 

Epson 

FX80 $ 599 

FX100FT $789 


OkIdaU 


ML82A 

$399 

ML83A 

$615 

ML84P 

$1049 

ML84S 

$1149 

ML92P 

$469 

ML93P 

$789 


IDS 

Micrapriam $ 480 

Priam 132 (w/Sbeatfaad & Qraphica) .$1429 
Priam 132 (w/Shaetfaad, Oraptilca 

*Cotor) $1829 

Priam to IBM Cabia $ 46 

CHoh 

8610 Prowrilar $ 385 

FlOStarwhlar $1349 

F10 Printmaatar $1599 

Mannaamann Tally 

MT180L $ 829 

MTl802(Parailal) $1889 

MTl806{Sana9 $1866 


Gemini 


OamtoMO $ 315 

GamlnllS $439 


Qume 


Qume sprint II $1429 

Tractor Feed $ 175 

Printer Interface $ 89 


CP/M 8" 

INgKal Raaaarcti 


CBasic $ 99 

C Basic Compiler CB-80 $ 329 

Pascal/MT + $299 

Speed Programming 

Package $ 129 

ClSCobol $ 559 

Access Manager $ 199 

Display Manager $ 263 

Supersort $ 149 

Spellstar $ 149 

Calcstar $ 89 

Infostar $ 299 

Reportstar $ 209 

MicroPro International 

Wordstar $289 

OataStar $179 

MaHMerga $139 

WordStar (CPfM 88) $299 

MallMarga(CPfM88) $149 

8pall8tar(CPMa8) $149 



1^ System 

$ 3 , 029 . 

Call for Pricing and Configuration 


Colorplus color graphics card 
w/parallel port $445 


Quadram 64K Ram Chips $ 69 

Quadboard (64K Ram installed) 
one parallel port, one serial port, 

clock calendar $269 

Quadram 256K installed $409 

Quad 512 # installed $649 

Quadlink(Apple/IBM interface) $499 

Quadcolorl $215 

Quadcolorll(hi-resolution) $199 


Specials of the Month 

Microsoft Mouse $134.00 

Hayes Smartmodem 12006 w/Smartcom II 

Complete Plug In System $429.00 

Elephant Disks D/D $ 30.00 

Verbatim DIaks (S/D w/library case) $ 25.00 

Maxell Disks (D/D) $ 40.00 

Flip & File Diskette Box (Holds 50 Disks) $ 21.00 

Flip & File Diskette Box w/lock (Holds 25) $ 18.50 

Diskette Mailers (5 to pkg) $ 3.50 

Diskette Holder Box (multi-color, holds 10) $ ^50 

Disk Savers (Protector Sleeves, Box of 1 2) $ 4.50 

Orange Surge Protector $ 95.00 

Perfect Data Head Cleaning Kit $ 19.00 

Koala Touch Tablet $115.00 

Lotus 1,2, 3 $329.00 


Amdek 


Amdek Color II $449 

ColOflll $399 

Amdek V310 Green $179 

AmdekStOAmber $169 

NEC 

NECJB1201M $180 

NECJB 1280 $108 

Leading Edge 

Gorilla Monitor (Hi-Res) Green $85 

Gorilla Monitor (Hi-Res) Amber $69 

USl 

Amber Monitor 12" $159 


Quadram 

Quadchrome 

• Hl-Res RGB Monitor 

• Non.Glare Screen 

• 690 X 240 Resolution 

$549 

Peripherals 


Kraft Joystick $ 45 

TG Joystick $ 45 

TO Trackball $ 30 

Microsoft 64K Ramcard $230 

MIerosoH 2S6K Ramcard $589 

Hayas 8martrT>odsm 300 200 

Hayaa Smartnriodam 1200 $499 

Hayes Smartcom II Terminal Pk. $ 72 

Artchor Automation Mark VI Modam ..$170 
Ouadram MIcrofazar w/Powar 

Supply 32K $186 

Varsawriter Graphics Tablat $236 

Koala Touch Tablet $ 85 


We carry the full line 
of AST Research 

Megaplus II 64K. . $289 
Comboplus 64K . . $289 
Comboplus 256K . $525 

Corona 

Desktop Computer 

IBM Compatible Includes Two drives. 

126 K memory. Graphics, serialfparallel 
ports, hl-resolutlon rrtonitor, MS DOS. 
QW BASIC. Mullimate wordprocesaing, 
PC Tutor, 

$2595 

Corona 

Fortabte Computer 

IBM Compatible two 320 drives, 128K 
memory. Graphics. seriaUparallei ports, 
hl-resolutlon monitor. MS DOS, Muttimate 
wordprocessing, PC Tutor, GW Basic 

$2545 



Business St utilities 


Advtnoad Opmtkig Syatanw 


Th« ProQf vnn>«r SI 29 

ApplM Softwara 

VfrMtorm 9249 

Ashton Tats 

OBssalMCP/MSe) 9490 

dBase II (MS DOS) 9499 

The Finenclal Planner 9459 

Friday 9196 

Bn Sy*t«n* 

BPI Personal Accounting 9139 

Comprehsnsivs Softwars 

PC Tutor 9 39 

PC Pal 9 27 


Computsr Softwars Tsehnology 

VWorrVPC 9 49 

Continsntal Softwars 

The Home Accountant Plus 9 95 

FCM 9 79 

Property Managment 9300 

Ultra File 9106 

Data most 

Write On > U 


Denver Software 

Executive Acct'ng System (128K) . . . .9489 


Digital Rsssarch 

Concurrent CP/M 86 9229 

CBaslcSe 9129 

Pascal/MTi86 9269 

Speed Programming Pkg.86 9129 

CiSCoboiee 9569 

CP/Mee 9 39 


Eagis Softwars 


Money Oeclelorto (Vol. I) 9129 

Money Oeclelona(Vo(. II) 9149 

Money Pec (Vot.1 Alt) 9249 

Elnatsln Corp. 

EIntteIn Writer 9196 

Einstein Speller 9 99 

Einstein Mailer 9 53 

Einstein letter aeries 9196 

Social ACIvIc 9 33 

Writer. Letter. Spell. Social 
ACMc 9263 

Fox A Qsllsr 

Quick Coda (CPM 66) 9194 

Quick Code (MS DOS) 9194 

Haydsn Softwars 

Pie Writer 9129 

Pie Speller 9 66 

Hayat MIcrocomputar Produeta 

Smartcomll 9 72 

HayeeTermlrral Program 9 65 

Howard Softwars 

Real Estate Analyzer II 9159 

Creative Financing 9159 

Tax Preparer 1963 9159 

Individual Softwars 

The Instructor 9 29 

Innovativs Softwars 

TIM III 9325 

Fast Graphs 9189 

lUS 

Easy Filer 9239 

Easy Writer II 9229 

Easy Planner 9159 

Am.A/P.G/L EA9d89 

Easy Business System 9979 

Financial Management Series 9699 


Link Systwiw 

...9199 

Mlerocom 


Microterminal 

....9 62 

Micro Lab 


The Tax Manager 

....9159 

MicroPro 


3 PakWordMail/Spel I/Star 

....9419 

2PakWordMall 

....9415 

2PakWord/Speli 

....9429 

Wordstar 

....9315 

Mailmargt 

....9159 

Spelletar 

....9159 

Infoatar 

....9299 

Reportstar 

....9206 

Starburat 

....9119 

Monogram 


Dollars A Senas 

...9109 

MIcraaoft 


Basic Compiler (MS DOS) 

. . .9249 

Buaineaa Basic Compiler (MS DOS) .9379 

MS Psecal Compiler (MS DOS) . . 

. ...9329 

Microsoft C Compiler 

.9329 

MuLlsp/MuStar 

. 9166 

MuMath/MuSlmp 

9189 

Multiplan (MS DOS) 

. 9179 

MicroBtuf 


Crosstalk 

...9126 

North Amatfcan 


Butinaaa Syatama 


Answer 

...9159 

PBL Corporation 


Personal Investor 

9129 

Paachlrea 


General Ledger 

9239 

Accounts Recelvabia 

9239 

Accounts Payabla 

9239 

Peach Pak(QUAR/AP) 

$239 

PeachiaxtSOOO 

$239 


Psrfsct Softwars 

Perleet Writer 9179 

Perlect Speller 9106 

Perfect Filer 9215 

Perfect Calc 9105 

Perfect Writer/Speller 9249 

Perfect Filer/Calc 9279 

Patar Norton Computing 

NononUtlllllM I 59 

Satact 

Select Word Processing System 9269 

Softwars Products Intsmattonal 

LogiCalc 9129 

Pro Calc 9229 

Logi Quest II 9i66 

Log! Quest III 9369 

Software Publishing 

PF8 Report I 66 

PFSFIIe 6 96 

Softword Systems 

Multimate 9269 

SorcImflSA 

Supercalc & Supercalc II Ea. 9179 

Supervrrlter 9236 

Sp^lguard 9125 

Southaaatam 

DataCapture 9 75 

Synipta 

File Manager * 965 

VIsIcorp 

Visicalc(256K) 91K 

Desktop Plant 9199 

Visltrend/Plot 9199 

Visifile 9199 

Visidei 9166 

Vislscheduie 9199 

Business Forecasting Model 9 69 

Visiword 9249 

Visispell 9149 


Education 


Acorn Softwars Products 


Everest Explorer 9 IS 

Lost Colony 9 20 

Armonk 

Executive Suite 9 27 

Avalon Hill Qams Co. 

B*1 Nuclear Bomber 9 15 

Midway Campaign 9 15 

Computer Slocks A Bonds 9 17 

Andromeda Conquest 9 16 

Galaxy 9 17 

Dnieper River Une 9 23 

Voyager 9 17 

Draw Poker 9 15 

Computer Football 9 15 

Computer Facts and Five 9 17 

Avant-Qarda Craatlona 

Air Traffic Controller 9 20 


Blua Chip Software 


Entertainment 


Tubeway 9 23 

Swashbuckler 9 23 

Infocom 

Witness 9 34 

Planetfall 9 34 

Deadline 9 34 

Zorki.ll.lll Ea.9 27 

Starcross 9 27 

Epyx/Automatad Simulations 

Crush, Crumble A Chomp 9 20 

Jumpman 9 27 

Temple of Apshal 9 27 

Upper Reaches of Apahai 9 IS 

CurseofRa 9 15 


Omric Corporation 


Space Guardian 9 20 

BlIngSplatz 9 23 

Screen Machine 9 27 

Slarra On-Llna Syatama 

Frogger 9 23 

Ultima II 9 44 

Ulysses A The Golden Fleece 9 23 

Crossfire 9 20 

Mouseatlack 9 23 

Santlnant 

Cyborg 9 23 

Slrlua Software 

Call to Arms 9 20 

Space Eggs 9 23 

Fowl Play 9 27 


Davtdson A AttociatM 


Speed Reader 9 49 

Word Attack 9 34 

Mathbiaster 9 34 

Daalgnwara 

Speilicopter 9 27 

Edu*Wara 

Algebra 1 9 27 

Epyx/Automatad SImutatkMia 

Jabbertalky 9 20 

Harcourt Braca 

S.A.T 9 89 

Inat 

Speed Read + 9 53 

Lightning Softwara 

Mastertype 9 34 


Innovatlva Dasign Softwara 

Pooll.5 9 23 


Sir Tach 

wizardry 9 


Strlua Softwara 

34 TypeAttack 9 27 


Intolllgent StatwiwnU 

BrodaitMind Softwara Uston's professional Blackjack . . 9 45 


Apple Panic 

...9 20 

Dunzhln 

,,..$27 

Serpent lr>a 

...9 23 

Micro Lab 


Datamost 


Miner 2049er 

. .9 29 

Pig Pen 

...9 20 



Space Strike 

..,.9 20 

MIcroaoft 


Aztec 

....$27 

Flight Simuletor 

....9 34 


Stratagic Simulations 


Epidemic 9 

Battle for Normandy 9 

Galactic Gladiator 9 

The Warp Factor. 9 

Tigers in the Snow 9 

Sublogic Communication 

“Night Mission" Pinball 9 


Spinnakar Softwara 


23 Snooper Troops tl 9 30 

27 Sr>oo^ Troops *2 S 30 

27 Story Machine 9 25 

27 FaceMaker 9 25 

27 Rhymes A Rlddlee 9 22 

KIndercomp 9 22 

Hey Dlddie Diddle 9 22 


27 In Search of the Most Amazing Thli>o . 9 29 


To Order Call Toll riee 1 * 800 - 634-6766 

InfixmatHMi 8t Inquiries 1'702*369*5523 • We accept VISA and PlasteiCanl 

OffOERfNO /MFORMATfON ANO TERMS: For Fast DaHvary send caanier checks, money orders or d/recr bank wira transfars. Persona/ end company checks e//ow 3 weeks ro c/eer. 
Chargas for C.O.D. orders ara 93.00 m/n/mum or for ordara over 9300. School purchaaa otdars welcomed. Prices raHact a cash discount only and ara subiact to change w/rhouf 
nof/ee. P/eese enc/ose your phone numbar with any orders. SHfPPfNQ; — Benieere; 93.00 minimum. SNIPPING — Nardware; fP/eese call} SNIPPING — Foreign Orders: APO A FPO 
Ofdars: S10 minimum and ISVt of all ordara over tIOO. Nevada rasidants add S 3M% sa/aa lax. All goods ara new and Inciuda factory werranfy. Duo to our low pheea. all aalea are final. 
AH refums must ba aceompanlad by a ratum authorization numbar. Call 709-389-5523 ro obtain one before ratuming gooda lor replacemenr. 
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SOFTWARE 



OperS 

A set of three interactive 
programs, intended primari- 
ly for the PC-XT, to help 
managers control sales, pur- 
chasing, and inventory oper- 
ations. The software is writ- 
ten in dBASE II, and both 
single and multi-user config- 
urations are supported. The 
Purchasing and Sales Order 
Control programs can oper- 
ate independently, while the 
Integrated Inventory Man- 
agement program requires 
both. 

The Purchasing pro- 
gram's features include an 
open purchase order file; a 
purchase order history file; 
the ability to print purchase 
orders; the ability to record 
receipt of goods or services, 
as well as verify vendors' 
invoices; and the ability to 
cancel orders and return 
goods to vendors for credit. 

The Sales Order Control 
program can create and 
maintain a sales backlog 
file, and print work orders 
and backorders; modifies 
existing orders as needed; 
records shipments, prints in- 
voices; credits and restocks 
returned goods; and main- 
tains a sales history file. 

The Integrated Inventory 
Management program up- 
dates inventory as a result 
of sales and purchasing; 
supports both finished goods 
and component inventories; 
provides multi-level Bill of 
Materials printing capabili- 
ties; provides time-phased 
material requirements plan- 


ning capabilities; and sup- 
ports pnxfucts with options 
and complex pricing. 

(List Price: Purchasing 
$5(X); Sales Order Control 
$750; complete InverUory 
Matmgement $2,250) 
Requires: PC-XT, 128K, 5 
Mb Hard Disk, PC-DOS 
2.0. 

Selkirk Computing Systems 
17I3I Hofer Ct. 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
(503) 241-8448 

CIRCLE 769 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


PICTUREWRITER 

A children's graphics pro- 
gram, featuring built-in tuto- 
rial sets showing the user 
how to control joysticks and 
keyboards to manipulate 
drawings on the screen. The 
on-screen command sets al- 
low the user to begin work- 
ing with the software with- 
out extensive study of the 
accompanying manual, to 
alter shapes, change de- 
signs, and fill-in with colors 
chosen from the software's 
on-screen color palette. 

Users of PICTURE- 


WRITER can create original 
drawings, or choose from a 
collection of included pre- 
programmed artwork. Pic- 
tures can be saved to disk, 
for later redrawing or re- 
coloring. 

(List Price: $39.95) 
Requires: 64K, one disk 
drive, PC-DOS, color moni- 
tor, color/graphics adapter. 
Scarborough Systems, Inc. 
25 N. Broadway 
Tarrytown, NY I059I 
(914) 332-4545 

CIRCLE 780 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


NAMOR 

A mailing list management 
program featuring five menu 
screens providing the opera- 
tor with control over the 
program's functions. NA- 
MOR can sort lists on any 
or all of the 10 elements of 
each listing, and provides 
searching and selecting ca- 
pability, match searching, 
tagging of entries, and for- 
matting of printouts for la- 
bels and directories. The 
program is compatible with 
most wtad processing soft- 
ware. 

(List Price: $150) 

Requires: 64K, two disk 
drives, PC-DOS or 
CP/M-86. 

Shape, Inc. 

122 Spanish Village, #615 
Dallas, TX 75248 
(214) 644-6599 

CIRCLE 777 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 
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101 Business Letters 
Ready to Use... 
On Disk... 


. NO WRITING! 

. NO TYPING! 

. NO DICTATION! 

. PRINT A PROFESSIONALLY 
WRIHEN LEHER 
IN SECONDS! 



Only $159“ 

(DnIw InquIrtM Invtiei) 

Total tactinlcol »uppo<t providod 
tor Gold Ldttan. Chdckt. mon*v 
ordtri. COD’! occdptad. Vtoo or 
■■■ MottarCord In wrttino or by 
KKm* j phood. $5 tor shipping Coiltomlo 
' rodddriti odd 6% tax OwrtMs, 
odd $15. 


MottarCord 

y 


El 


Letter Listing 

I 9 crddtt Idttori 
I 4 morkdttng lottdrs 
I 13 custamdr rdtatloni Idltors 
I # dmplovM Idttofs 
I 12 conhoctlng products Idttar 
I 6 tallow up Idttars 
I 9solMl«ttors 
I 4 m«dta Idttdfs 
I 7 cdtodton taftors 
I 2 sympathy Idttors 
I 9 sdrvtcds Idttars 
I 4 procurdment idttdrs 
I 21 othdr busJrtdu IdttdrsI 


Phone in your order 

call toll free 

1 - 800 - 922-5555 





YM.Mndmd 

eopidsorGoldLdndrs«or$i59doeh ■ 

Encioedd it i 



tavTid 



Company 



Addrdtt 



Cdy/atotd/ZIp 



Tdidorwnd 

Tfirin 


Vlto/tylC* 

OMsImMmMm 






(aiustpddii 



^ ■ 21 

Doto Bo/e Indu/trie/ 330 UJest Felicito Avenue, Suite D6, €scondido 

CA 92025 
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THE 808Z IS IN SIOCK! 


MlcroWare is the wortcfs leading 
retailer of 8087s. We also have 
the most accurate statistics on 
chip reliability. They are: .01% 
Infant mortality, .00% adult mortal- 
ity and .02% 8088 Incompatibil- 
ity. As for ease of Installation, we 
have never had a customer return 
a chip because of bent pins. We 
are so confident that you will be 
able to successfully Install and 
use the chip that we offer a 1 80- 
day warranty with every chip we 


sell Thafs 90 days more than 
anyone else! To support the 8087 
we stock the largest selection of 
8087 software anywhere This 
includes: three FORTRANS, three 
PASCALS, APL, Inters ASM86 
(the assembler used by IBM to 
design the PC), PU/M-86, several 
Cs, 87 BASIC, 87 MACRO and 
MATRIXPAK for very large 
matricee If you have a real time or 
multi-user application, then you 
ought to consider RTOS”. It Is 


our implementation of Inters Real 
Time Multi-tasking Executive 
(IRMX). If you have a question 
about which language, compiler, 
operating system or application 
package is best suited to your 
problem, we can answer it Just 
calk 

Information and Orders— 
617-746-7341 
UnIvarsity, Corporate and 
Government Buyers— 
617-746-7364 



8087 Support from 

Micro 

Inlare 


87FORTRAN/RTOS' is a MicroWare 
adaptation ot the Intel Fortran-86 compiler a 
full ANSI-77 sutoet with 6067 extensions and 
overlays. It generates in line 6067 code 
allowing use erf all 8067 data types, including 
60 bit reals and 64 bit integers The complete 
subset I/O is supported including Internal and 
External Files and List Directed VO. 

87FORTRAN/RTOS uses the Intel large 
memory model, allowing data/code structures 
which utilize the full megabyte. The compiler 
provides direct access to 80^ ports and 
supports logical operations on 8 and 16 bit 
operands normally treated in assembly 
language It is ideal for large ap^ications which 
are number intensive or control hardware 
87PASCAURTOS~ is Inters ISO- 
Standard Pascal with 6067-60dd exceptions 
These make it po^ble to use all the 6087 data 
types directly, while generating modules in one 
of the three Intel Memory Models 

87FORTRAN/RTOS and 
87PASCAURTOS include RTOS and 
support for one year each $1 350 

RTOS" — Real Time Multi-Tasking Operating System 

RTOS is a MicroWare configured version of iRMX-66. Inters legendary operating system It in- 
cludes the Intel Assembler, ASM-86, which supports the 8086. 8087. 8086 and 80166. All mod- 
ules produced bv the compilers or ASM-86 are combined, loaded and managed with the Utilities 
LINK-86. LOC-86 and LIB-86. These products make it possible to load modules anywhere in RAM. 
and resolve external references between runtime modules Overlays with a single root job are 
supported by the linker. RTOS/ASM-86/LINK-86/LOC-86/LIB-86 $600 

MicroWare not only provides quality products but the support to make 
them work! Our users receive newsletters, free software updates, and 
have access to a HOTLINE for 8087 related advice. MicroWare is your 
complete CLEARING HOUSE for 8087 related products. We sell the 
chips, compilers and programs you need at affordable prices 


PC TECH JOURNAL REVIEW: 

“The MicroWare package is preferable 
... It executes the t>asic operations 
more rapidly and MicroWare provides 
a free update service.' 

STBASIC" includes patches to the IBM 
Basic Compiler and both runtime libraries for 
USER TRANSPARENT and COMPLETE 8087 
support Provides super fast performance for all 
numeric operations including trigonometries, 
transcendentals, addition, suotraction. 

multiplicatioa and division $150 

87MACRO~ - our complete 8087 software 
development package It contains a “Pre- 
processor' which converts 8087 instructiorrs 
into 8088 escape codes source code for a set 
of 8067 macros, and an object library of 8087 
functions which include transceridentals, 
trigonometries hyperbolics encoding 
decoding and conversions $150 

PLM-86 with RTOS $1100 


Micro 

INare 


PO Box 79 
Kingston. MA 
02364 

(617) 746-7341 


YouCan 

TalklbUs! 


MICROWARE BEST SELLERS! 
8087-3 CHIP in Stock with 1 60 
day warranty and 8088 exchange .... $1 99 
FASTPAK" -1-8087 includes one runtime 
Nbrary (87BASIC or 87MACRO). the 8067 chip 
the 8W88GUiDE ar>d installation 
instructiorrs $375 

MATRIXPAK' manages a MEGABYTE! 

Written in assembly language, our runtime 
package accurately manipulates large 
matrices at very fast speeds. Includes matrix 
inversion and the solution of simultaneous 
linear equations Callable from MS Fortran 
3 . 13 . MS Pascal 3.13, SSS Fortrarv and 
MicroWare 67MACRO. 87BASIC. and RTOS 

compilers each $1 50 

87 / 88 GUIDE • an excellent tutorial on 
writing 6087 code and interfacing it with 

compilers Full of code that runs! $30 

MICROSOFT FORTRAN 3.13 
MICROSOFT PASCAL 3.1 3 These 

new IEEE compatible compilers support both 
double precision and the 8067 . . . each $289 

MICROSOFT C COMPILER 

includes Lattice C and the MS Librarian. $399 

64K RAM Upgrade $59 

SuperSoft Fortran 340 

SSS 8087 Support 50 

SuperSoH Voice Drive 895 

87BASIC+ 75 

TRACE86 Utility 125 

Microsoft Business Basic Compiler 495 

Computer Innovations C86 345 

ST^ APL* PLUS/PC 545 

64K QUADRAM 319 

Sandstar WS2 Hard Disk System 1 355 

Novation 212 SmartCat 495 

HALO Graphics call 

Energraphics call 


Jorix 8087, 

iRMX-86, LINK-ee. FORTRAN-86. ASM-66. lOC^ 
PL/M-M and LIB-66 are trademarks of InW Com. 
87FORTRAN/RTOS. 87PASCALyRTOS. 87BASic; 
87MACRa FASTPAK. MATRIXPAK e7/88GUI0E. 
RTOS and 876ASIC-1- are trademarks of MicroWare, 
Inc 
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SOFTWARE 



AMP-PC 

A portfolio management 
program permitting all secu- 
rities transactions and simi- 
lar data to be entered in real 
time and immediately affect 
the database. AMP-PC uses 
standardized screens and 
menus, and allows for secu- 
rities transactions under tax- 
lot (FIFO, LIFO, High'’x)w 
Cost) and average accou '- 
ing methods. The prograi.. 
has provision for sector 
analysis, performance mea- 
surements, and for modeling 
and forecasting. Prices may 
be changed on-line and im- 
mediately affect all pro- 
duced reports. 

AMP-PC can produce 
more than 20 reports on-line 
or directed to a printer. Re- 
ports include operational 
and client oriented trade 
blotters, holdings and fore- 
cast evaluations; realized 
and potential gain and loss 
reports; and performance 
measurement on absolute, 
comparative, and strategic 
bases. 

The program is also 
available for use with main- 
frame systems. Each AMP 
implementation can commu- 
nicate with any other AMP 
installation, allowing up- or 
downloading of data be- 
tween different systems. 
(List Price: Rentals start at 
$I ,000 per morah) 
Requires: 2S6K, 10 Mb 
Hard Disk, PC-DOS. 
Securities It^ormation 
Services, Ltd. 

23 E. lOth St. 


New York. NY 10003 
(212) 477-1005 
(212) 460-5053 

CIRCLE 747 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


SONGWRITER 

A music composition pro- 
gram featuring graphics and 
a simple to follow corrunand 
strucnire which remains on 
the screen throughout the 
program. The software al- 
lows a user to compose mu- 
sic, with one-key control 
over the position of notes 


on the scale, the tempo of 
the new composition, and 
the saving of the composi- 
tion to diskette. The pro- 
gram also includes a pre- 
programmed library of 28 
songs, including "Row, 
Row, Row Your Boat” and 
Mozart’s "Minuet in G.” 

SONGWRITER can be 
used as an illustrative tool 
to depict the mathematical 
basis of musical forms, and 
as compositional aid for 
linking different musical 


ideas together quickly. Out- 
put can be through a home 
stereo via an included con- 
nector, and/or through a 
printer, providing a note-by- 
note printout for future use. 
(List Price: $39.95) 
Requires: 64K, one disk 
drive, PC-DOS, color moni- 
tor, color/graphics adapter. 
Scarborough Systems, Inc. 
25 N. Broadway 
Tarrytown, NY 10591 
(914) 332-4545 

CIRCLE 779 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


SCREEN.COB 

A COBOL screen code gen- 
erating program. Once the 
programrrter has positioned 
literals and defined vari- 
ables, SCREEN.COB auto- 
matically generates four 
COBOL files: an input 
screen (entry), an output 
screen (display), an edit 
module, and a record decla- 
ration. The program elimi- 
nates counting out rows and 
columns to position literals 
on a screen. Variables can 
be defined as required, or 
set for auto, or neither. 
Multiple screens can be set 
up at once. 

(List Price: $49.95) 
Requires: 64K, two disk 
drives, PC-DOS, monitor, 
IBM or Microsoft COBOL. 
Remrol Computer 
Services, Inc. 

215 Brighton Ave. 

Boston, MA 02134 
(617) 783-1981 

CIRCLE 731 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 
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SOFTWARE 



The Individual Tax 
Program 

A tax estimation program 
for 1983 tax planning. This 
release in the MCM Tax Se- 
ries allows users to evaluate 
the effects of different tax 
strategies and investment al- 
ternatives on tax liability. 
The Individual Tax Program 
calculates tax liabilities us- 
ing IRS tables and rate 
schedules for standard, in- 
come averaging, and alter- 
native minimum tax meth- 
ods of calculation. 

(Ust Price: $189) 

Requires: 128K, one disk 
drive, PC-DOS. 

MCM Systems, Inc. 

2706 Richmond, #100 
Houston, TX 77011 
(713) 522-1700 

CiRCLETTS’ONREADiR 

SERVICE CARD 


The Technical 
Investor 

An investment data manage- 
ment program, containing 
communications, charting, 
and technical analysis mod- 
ules. The program features 
a graphic command screen 
that relies on numeric data 
entered to access the pro- 
gram's various modules. All 
of the program's compo- 
nents can be accessed from 
a single screen, instead of 
from a series of menus. The 
program can handle data on 
every type of security for 
which historical or daily in- 
formation is provided by the 
Dow Jones News Retrieval 
Service database, including 
the Dow Jones Industrial, 


Transportation, Utilities, and 
Composite averages. 

The program's communi- 
cations module can automat- 
ically dial-up and access re- 
quired data from either the 
Dow Jones or the Warner 
Computer Systems data- 
bases, and can update any 
or all of the securities on 
disk. After each update, a 
summary report is prepared 
of the prices, volumes, and 
changes since the previous 
update. Up to a year of data 
can be accessed and re- 
trieved with a single key- 
stroke. 

The securities database 
component of The Technical 
Investor allows a user to 
follow stocks and other se- 
curities at varying time in- 
tervals per type of security 


without requiring different 
diskettes. An included editor 
allows manual entering aixl 
editing of data. 

The charting module per- 
mits a user to choose one to 
four independently con- 
trolled windows on-screen, 
each one capable of display- 
ing any of the charts avail- 
able. This module also per- 
mits a user to define up to 
26 procedures to keys, in- 
cluding the 10 function 
keys. All user-defined pro- 
cedures and key defmitions 
are stored on the program 
disk, instead of on data 
disks. 

Charts available include 
price and volume bars; 

High, Low, and Close 
prices; point and figure 
charts; five different price/ 
volume indicators; regres- 
sions; oscillator functions; 
exponential and moving av- 
erages; and relative strength 
plots. Multiple stocks can 
be plotted on the same 
screen, or charts can be dis- 
played side by side for com- 
parisons. 

(List Price: $395) 

Requires: I28K, two 320K 
drives, PC-DOS, color or 
monochrome monitor, col- 
or/graphics adapter, Hayes 
Smartmodem or Novation 
SmartCat, graphics printer. 
Savant Corp. 

P.O. Box 440278 
Houston, TX 77244 
(800) 231-9900 
(713) 556-8363 

CIRCLE 781 ON READER 
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THE FIRST AND ONLY INDEPENDENT STORE IN NYC 
DEDICATED TO IBM* PC SOFTWARE AND PERIPHERALS 


IN STORE WE DEMONSTRATE MOST PRODUCTS WE SELL— BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

CIRCIE KB ON READER SERVICE CARD 

STORE HOURS: 9:00 A.M.-5:30 P.M. E.S.T. MON.-FRI. 

10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. E.S.T. SAT. 

PC im, coHP. 29 WEST 38TH ST. 2ND Ft., NEW YORK, NY 10018 


WE WILL CARRY PRODUCTS FOR PC JUNIOR AND PC3750 CALL 


BUtINEM EOrrWARB 

ALPHA SOFTWARE 

DATA BASE MANAGER II $205.00 

EXECUTIVE F%CKAQE 109.00 

MAILING LIST 79.00 

TYPE FACES 89.00 

APPUED SOFTWARE 

VERSAFORM 275.00 

ASHTON-TATE 

dBASE II (PC DOS) 369.00 

BOTTOM LINE STRATEGIST 299.00 

FINANCIAL PLANNER 449.00 

FRIDAY 199.00 

CACTUS SOFTWARE 

COLORGRAPHY CALL 

CONTINENTAL 

HOME ACCOUNTANT PLUS 89.00 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 85.00 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 319.00 

EAGLE SOFTWARE 

MONEY DECISIONS I & II 249.00 

FOK&GELLER 

D. GRAPH CALL 

DIUTIL CALL 

GRAFOX CALL 

QUICKCODE CALL 

HARVARD SOFTWARE 

HARVARD PROJECT MANAGER CALL 

HAYES 

SMARTCOM II 85.00 

HOWARD SOFTWARE 

REAL ESTATE ANALYZER 180.00 

INNOVATIVE SOFTWARE 

TIM III 329.00 

I U S 

ACCOUNTING AR/AP/GL CALL 

INVENTORY CONTROL CALL 

ORDER ENTRY CALL 

fWTROLL CALL 

EASY WRITER II 210.00 

EASYSPEUER 119.00 

EASY FILER 240.00 

EASY PLANNER 169.00 

UNK SYSTEMS 

DATARO< 199.00 

UFETIME SOFTWARE INC. 

VOLKSWRITER 1.3V CALL 

LOTUS DEVELOPMENT CORP. 

LOTUS 1-2-3. (NO MAIL ORDERS) . . CALL 
MICRO PRO 

CALCSTAR CALL 

INFOSTAR CALL 

WORDSTAR CALL 

WORDSTAR PROFESSIONAL CALL 

SPEaSTAR CALL 

MAILMERGE CALL 

SUPER SORT CALL 

MICROSOFT 

MULTIPLAN 179.00 

C COMPILER CALL 

NORTH AMERICAN BUSINESS 

MEMORY SHIFT 69.00 

NORTON COMPUTER 

NORTON UTILITIES 59.00 


PC SOFTWARE 


CREATABASE 

65.00 

SAWNEY SOFTWARE 


TAX MODE 

CALL 

SOFTWARE ARTS 


TX SOLVER 

CALL 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

CALL 

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

CALL 

SOFTWARE SYSTEMS INC. 


MULTIMATE 

CALL 

SORCIM 


SUPERCALC II 

159.00 

SUPERCALC III 

CALL 

SOURCE 


SOURCE 

70.00 

T.M.Q. 


FILE FAX 

115.00 

TEXASOFT 


VERSATEXT 

119.00 

VISICORP 


VISICALC FOUR 

179.00 

VISICALC ADVANCED 

329.00 

DESKTOP PLAN 

219.00 

VISIFILE 

219.00 

VISITREND/VISIPLOT 

219.00 

VISfWORD 

249.00 

DISK DRIVES 


TANDON TM 100*2 

229.00 

TANDON TM 50*2 

450.00 

MULTIFUNCTION EOAROS 


R4RADISE SYSTEMS 


MULTIDISPLAY CARD 

CALL 

64 RAM CHIPS 

CALL 

AST CARDS 

CALL 

QUADBOARD CARD 

CALL 

AMDEK MAI CARD 

CALL 

QUAD LINK 

CALL 

PC MOUSE 

CALL 

FTQ LIQHTPEN 

CALL 

OUADCOLOR CARD 

CALL 

PLANTRONICS COLOR PLUS CARD . . . 

CALL 

HERCULES 

CALL 

ENTERTAINMENT E EDUCATION 


ATI TRAINING PACKAGES ea. 

65.00 

BUG OFF 

27.00 

COMPUTER FACTS IN 5 

22.00 

CROSSFIRE 

27.00 

DEADLINE 

37.00 

FLIGHT SIMULATOR 

35.00 

FRIENDLY ARCADE 

39.95 

FRIENDLY PC INTRO SET 

39.95 

' FROGGER 

25.00 

GORGON 

29.00 

HIDE & SINK 

22.00 

HI RES #4 

27.00 

LETTERMAN 

26.00 

MY LETTERS, NUMBERS & WORDS . . . 

32.00 

PC CRAYON 

39.00 

PC TUTOR 

49.00 

PINBALL 

32.00 

PLANET FALL 

39.00 

PROFESSIONAL BLACK JACK 

45.00 

SERPENTINE 

25.00 

SR4CE STRIKE 

254)0 

SPINNAKER SERIES 

CALL 

STAR CROSS 

29.00 

SPYOER 

29.00 


SUSPENDED 

TACHYON 

TYPING STRATEGIES 

VYITNESS 

WIZARDY 

Z(5RK 1. 11. Ill 

ZURAN DEFENDER 

FUNTASTIC 

BIG TOP 

COSMIC CRUSADERS . 

MASTER MINER 

SNACK ATTACK 


39.00 

29.00 

26.00 

39.00 

49.00 
ea. 27.00 

25.00 


27.00 

27.00 

27.00 

27.00 


ACCESSORIES 

CURTIS PRODUCTS 

DISPLAY PEDESTAL $55.00 

MONO CABLE 40.00 

KEYBOARD CABLE 30.00 

SYSTEM STAND 19.00 

DIABLO RIBBON 5.50 

EPSON TWIN PAK RIBBONS 70/80 .... 15.00 

FLIP N FILE 24.50 

KRAFT JOYSTICK 45.00 

DISKETTE CASES 2.95 

DESKTOP PRINTER STANDS CALL 

KEYBOARD DRAWER 75.00 

CRT. 0/DRIVE & KEYBRD COVERS .... CALL 

HAYES MACH III JOYSTICKS 42.00 

MONITORS 

AMDEK 310A $189.00 

COLOR 11+ CALL 

NEC JC1203 RGB 649.00 

PRINCETON GRAPHIC HX-12 509.00 

ZENITH RGB MONITOR 525.00 

MODEMS 

HAYES SMART MODEM $205.00 

HAYES SMART MODEM 1200 485.00 

HAYES SMART MODEM 1200B 449.00 

DISKETTES 

DYSAN 

5.5. /D.D $33.00 

D.S./D.D 39.00 

MAXELL 

5.5. /S.D 25.00 

D.S./D.D 38.00 

VERBATIM (S year (warranty) 

21 144 HEAD/CLEAN KIT 10J0 

5.5. /D.D 26.00 

D.S./D.D 37.00 

FRUITERS 

DIABLO P32 D'MATRIX CALL 

DIABLO 630 CALL 

DIABLO 630 TRACTOR FEED $249.00 

C ITHO PRCWRUER 15P 675.00 

IDS PRISM 132 COMPLETE 1499.00 

OKIDATA 92P 465.00 

03P 699.00 

NEC B023A 4194W 

SANYO PRS500 DAISY PRINTER 609JW 

SILVER REED EXP 500 439.00 

SILVER REED EXP 550 639.00 

TOSHIBA PI 350 CALL 

EPSON FX SERIES CALL 

DYNAXDX-16 0RDX-25 CALL 

NEC 2050 CALL 

NEC 3550 CALL 

PRINTER CABLE/R4RALLEL 29.00 


callTOLL FREE 800-221-0343 

TEAMS AND CONDITIONS 

Wa raaerve the right to repair, replace or return to manufecturer lor repair, all goods 
•cfcnoiwtedged faulty or darnaged on receipt by customer. Cuetomef imief cad tor Neftim 
AuthoftzoUort Mumbor botoro roturrOng any goode. Prompt attention witl be given to aH 
damaged and faulty returned goods. Any (^ods returned for credit are subject to 10% 
restocking charge, plus shipping charge. No returns lor credit on any sofhware. Customer 
mutt deal (with the manufacturer dire^ if the custorrter lirids any tales datms made by 


IN NEW YORK callI-212-730-8036 


the manufacturer. All goode ere sNpped U.RS. only. Add 2% of price, or minimum of $3.00 
for shipping. We do not ship C.0.0. Rease allow one to hwo (weeks for personal or cor- 
porate che^ to dear. 1b eKpadite shipping send money order, certified ca^iert check, or 
charge to your VtSA, MaaSerCerd, OInert, Carte Blanche WE DO NOT Add a Servlee 
Charge For Credit Card Usage. Prices subject to change without notice. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 



SOFTWARE 


SCREEN 

MANAGER/ 

PASCAL 

A Pascal programming tool, 
providing the programmer 
with a means to develop full 
screen interactive applica- 
tions quickly. Screen Man- 
ager includes a “screen 
painting” editor used to lay 
out displays for the applica- 
tion. The program then 
produces a screen map file 
for mn-time use, and a Pas- 
cal record description for 
the application. At mn time, 
the application uses high- 
level Screen Manager func- 
tions to display screens of 
output and obtain input. 

(Ust Price: $89; demo disks 
and manual $29) 

Requires: I28K, two disk 
drives, color or mono- 
chrome monitor, IBM Pas- 
cal Compiler. 

AT Systems 

6550 Crystal Springs Dr. 
San Jose, CA 95120 
(408) 997-6138 

CIRCLE 751 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


A.C.E. 

(Asynchronous 

Communications 

Emulator) 

A terminal emulator pro- 
gram allowing a user to link 
with a Honeywell distribut- 
ed processing network 
through emulation of Hon- 
eywell VIP7200/7201 termi- 
nals. Features of A.C.E. in- 
clude: the use of the stan- 
dard Honeywell terminal in- 


terface; full cursor control 
and use of the standard sev- 
en function keys of the 
VIP720X terminals; data 
transfer rate selectability 
from 300 to 9600 baud; 
auto redial/connect for dial- 
up networks; and the ability 
to select COM 1 or COM2 
as the user's communica- 
tions channel. 

(List Price: $495) 

Requires: 128K. one disk 
drive, PC-DOS, asynchro- 
nous communications port. 
Insurance Technology 
Consultants 
1437 W. Palmyra, #F 
Orange, CA 92668 
(714) 773-1754 

CIRCLE 738 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


METAFILE 

A database management/ap- 
plications development sys- 


tem, providing facilities for 
high-level programming, 
word processing, database 
creation and management, 
Tmancial data modeling, and 
report generation in an inte- 
grated manner. Intercomput- 
er telecommunications, file 
format conversions, and ac- 
cess to other programs are 
standard features of META- 
FILE. 

The software incorporates 
an “Assistant” facility to 
aid the user through on-line 
documentation of the soft- 
ware's features, providing 
prompts, multiple window 
displays, and selection 
menus for ease of use. As 
the user becomes more flu- 
ent with METAFILE, it is 
possible to override the 
prompts and menus to enter 
data directly into the appli- 
cations created by the user. 


METAFILE permits: 

• Formulae (calculations) to 
refer to any database item 
or variable; 

• Text to contain embedded 
formulae to be evaluated 
on-screen or in print; 

• User menus to be de- 
signed and edited on-screen; 

• Users to write their own 
procedures to extend the 
command language; 

• Binary as well as charac- 
ter data to be communicated 
via the METAFILE trans- 
mission protocol. 

(List Price: $995) 

Requires: I28K, two disk 
drives, PC-IX)S, async 
communications port. 
Sensor-Based Systems 
15 E. Second St. 

Chatfield, MN 55923 
(507) 867-4440 

CIRCLE 783 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 



METAFILE, Sensor-Based Systems 
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Never again worry 
about computer theft or damage 


What could be better than 
full replacement? 

B> now. you've probably heard or 
read about SAFEWARE^w Insur- 
ance for microcomputers. But you 
may still wonder just what it pro- 
tects, or whether it's really worth the 
investment. If you've never lost any 
pan of your computer system or 
software, you probably don't yet 
realize the limitations of most 
standard insurance coverages. Or 
the agonies you could face in trying 
to recover even the simplest piece of 
peripheral equipment. 

What do you mean 
not covered?! 

Operating your computer system 
without SAFEWARE protection is 
fine as long as you don't have to 
worry about an accident or loss 
Bui what if you came to 
your office one morning 
to find you'd been 
robbed? Or your home 
had been ransacked? Or that a 
pipe had burst and caused water 
damage? Or that your system, 
too. had fallen victim to a leading 
destroyer of micro-systems — a 
power surge? All events beyond 
your control. If something like 
this should happen to you. you're 
likely to find out the hard way Just 
how limited your standard insur- 
ance policy's protection really is. 
And no matter how little or how 
much you have invested in your 
computer system, discovering that 
it's not covered can be an expensive 
lesson. 

Now you can be sure 

SAFEWARE was developed by an 
insurance professional w ho was 
shocked to learn that his very own 
personal computer was at risk. Can 
you imagine? What he discovered 
was that his homeowners insurance 
policy excluded coverage as soon as 
he began operating his first business 
program. Even his simplest spread- 
sheet voided coverage. Because 
most homeowners policies won'f 
cover arty equipment used for busi- 
ness, no matter how infrequently, 
Out of this need was born 
SAFEWARE. A simple, easy-to- 
understand coverage you can count 
on. Full replacement coverage of 
hardware, software and media, 
after a low $50 deductible. 

With SAFEWARE there's no 
need for you to schedule equipment 
or software as you do with the 
“rider" type of policies. So your 
coverage can grow with your sys- 
tem. providing protection for its full 
value rather than for each individual 
item. This will be especially impor- 



tant to you if you're ever planning 
to buy additional equipment or 
software. Even just one peripheral. 

What the editors are saying 

Desktop Computing: . . ."Given the 
amount of money that business 
users spend on computer equip- 
ment . . . it's not too farfetched to 
say that an insurance policy may be 
the most important new accessory 
that you could add to your desktop 
computer system.” 

Computer Decisions: . . . "Your per- 
sonal computer might not be safe at 
home. If it is not insured, then 
you're running the risk of losing the 
thousands of dollars you've 
invested . . .” 

Persona! Computing: . . ."Replacing 
hardware may be more of a prob- 
lem than you thought it would 
be . . . That's why (a computer con- 
sultant) suggests that you gel the 
computer insured.” 

Wall Street Journal : . . . 
"[SAFEWARE) introduces cover- 
age that insures home computers 
regardless of use. The usual pre- 
mium: about $75 a year" 

An All-Risk, no risk offer 

SAFEWARE is stn All-Risk plan of 
insurance, which means that it 
covers^// hardware, all purchased 
software, and a// media. Your com- 
plete system is protected against 


mine your rate of coverage, just add 
up your total system value. Then, 
find the premium in the table. 

Easy to order 

Choose from three simple ways to 
pay for your complete SAFEWARE 
protection; Call the toll-free phone 
number listed and we'll charge your 
premium to your VISA or 
MasterCard. Or. you can mail us 
your order along with your check. 
Or. send us the coupon and charge 
to your credit card. 

Total Hardware, Media & .Annual 
Software S\siem Value Premium 


M UpioS 2.(X)0 

$ 35 

n s 2.001-$ 5.000 

$ 60 

/ $ 5.001-$ 8.000 

$ 75 

) $ 8.00I-$I 1.000 

$ 90 

' $ll.00l-$l4.000 

$105 

Call toll-free for rates on 

1 higher coverages 

Coverage differs in Texas 


800 - 848-3469 


(In Ohio call 614/262-0559) 
Phones open 8a.m. io8 p.m.. 
Monday through Saturda) 


theft, fire, accidental damage, even 
damage sustained while the com- 
puter is being transported in your 
car. SAFEWARE even covers dam- 
age caused by power surges ... the 
leading destroyer of microcomput- 
ers. And. now. SAFEWARE is 
available on a no risk basis. If you 
are not completely satisfied with the 
protection afforded by 
SAFEWARE. you may return the 
contract fora full refund within the 
first 10 days after you've received it . 

Thousands have said ‘^esT 
Since it was first introduced in 1982. 
thousands of computer owners, like 
you. have said 'yes" to the 
SAFEWARE offer. Owners of sys- 
tems from the smallest portable 
micros to larger sophisticated busi- 
ness systems arc finding that 
SAFEWARE offers the most af- 
fordable and complete security. 

And the simplest peace of mind 
available to ensure carefree 
computing. 

The cost pennies a day 
As you can see from the table, (he 
annual premium for a typical sys- 
tem consisting of a $3.()(X) proces- 
sor. a disk drive and printer worth 
$1,100. and $900 in softw'are. is just 
$60. And you can save even more 
since the cost of insurance for per- 
sonal computers used for business 
may be tax deductible. To deicr- 



SAFEWARE. The Insurance 
Agency Inc. 

P.O. Box 02211 
2929 N. High St. 

Columbus. OH 43202 

With SAFEWAREyou get . . . 

• Full replacement coverage. 

• Freedom from worries of fire, theft 
or accident. 

• Ultimate in power surge 
protection. 

• Costs as low as $35 a year. 


Yes. m> computer needs immediate 
protection 

Please issue my SAFEWARE Insurance 
Contract. 



□ Check EnclosedOVISA 

□ MasterCard 


Esp, Date 

No risk. You may return contract for full 
refund within lO'days. Coverages and 
limits are subject to the terms, conditions 
and esciusions in the contract. 

Mail to SAFEWARE. P.O Box 02211. 
PCM Columbus. OH 43202 


SYSGEN 
ANNOUNCES 
TAPE BACKUP 
FOR THE IBM PC: 
WITH OR 

WITHOUT HARD DISK. 



'All prices suggested retail IBM HC at 


ot interi 


Machines CP/M-86 isa trademarh of Digital Research, Inc 


Sysgen II-IO Fast 
streaming cassette backup 
with 10 Mbytes of disk: 

$2995.* 

Sysgen 11-20 Fast 
streaming cassette backup 
with 20 Mbytes of disk: 

$3795. 

Sysgen Image " Fast 
streaming backup for IBM’s 
XT: $995. (Right. Nine 
hundred ninety-five dollars!) 

Sysgen is delivering 
complete low-cost Winchester 
systems with high-speed tape 
cassette backup. 

Low cost means that 
everyone can afford to keep 
their valuable data safe and 
movable. 

High-speed means you 
can back up an entire Sysgen 
II 20 Mbyte hard disk system 
in lour minutes max. 

Our hard disk systems 
operate under PC-DOS"' or 
CP/M-86!’'. 

Under PC-DOS, they look 
like disk drives C: through L: 

Under CP/M-86, you get 
fourteen new "disk drives!' 

And if you own an IBM XT, 
which includes a hard disk, 
you can get safe, fasf backup 
with our new Image streaming 
tape cassette backup system 
for only $995. 

Look to Sysgen tor fast, 
inexpensive backup. With or 
without hard disk. 

For complete information, 
see the smartest computer 
store in your neck of the woods. 
Sysgen, Inc., 47853 Warm 
Springs Road. Fremont, CA 
94539.800-538-8157 ext.970; 
in Calif,, 800-672-3470 ext.970. 

SYSGEN 

•I NCOR PORAT t D- 
CIRCLE 474 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


SOFTWARE 


Jack2 

A database management 
system permitting a user to 
perform word processing, 
spreadsheet, graph charting, 
and file management tasks 
within a single integrated 
format, on one display 
screen without requiring the 
use of multiple “windows.” 
The software makes use of 
icons (graphic representa- 
tions of commands) and on- 
screen command lines, al- 
lowing a user to simply 
point to a command using 
cursor controls to perform 
required tasks. 

Among the features of- 
fered by Jack2 is the ability 
to handle multiple columns 
of text on the same page. 
Text entered or deleted in 
any of the columns does not 
change the layout of the 
other columns, as wordwrap 
occurs only within each col- 
umn of text. Pages may be 
up to 2S'/^ inches wide, as 
the software can automati- 
cally scroll horizontally as 
needed. 

Another feature of the 
software is the ability to 
hide scratchpad and confi- 
dential information within a 
text. A “transparent" band 
allows the user to view and 
manipulate data in the band, 
but the information does not 
appear when the text is 
printed. 

Jack2 also eliminates the 
need to identify spreadsheet 
cells by coordinates such as 
A22 or BS7, and users need 


not move from cell to cell 
to establish a formula. The 
user can simply name the 
figures for which computa- 
tions are heeded. The soft- 
ware’s spreadsheets can ac- 
comnxxlate up to IClOO col- 
umns and rows, each of 
which having up to 255 val- 
ues. Numeric values can be 
stored in up to 24 digits for 
precision. In addition, a 
user can mask a field so 
that it will accept only for- 
matted values (i.e. social se- 
curity or telephone num- 
bers). 

Jack2's database capabil- 
ities provide for the selec- 
tion of records based on any 
user-definable criterion. It 
also allows three-level as- 
cending, descending, alpha- 
betic, and numeric sorts, 
through icon-driven com- 
mands. In addition, database 
structures can be altered or 
modified (fields added, de- 
leted, or contracted) without 
the need to rewrite existing 
records. 

(jtaphic charting capabil- 
ities allow a user to choose 
to specify the titles and val- 
ues of the X and Y axes, 
determine scale, select 
whether headings fall below 
the line or above individual 
bars, plot the graph — or de- 
fault to JackZ, which can 
set the above parameters au- 
tomatically. 

Two support programs 
for Jack! are also available: 
Jack! Report, a report gen- 
erator with the ability to cal- 
culate and count as well as 


summarize data in user-de- 
finable reports; and Jack2 
Utility, which is used to 
transfer files to and from 
Jacid files, DIF files, and 
standard PC-DOS files. 

(List Price: Jack2 $495; 
Jack! Report $250; Jack2 
Utility $125) 

Requires: 128K, two 320K 
drives, PC-DOS, mono- 
chrome monitor. 

Business Solutions, Inc. 

60 E. Main St. 

Kings Park, NY 11754 
(516) 269-1120 

CIRCLE 778 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


MATHLETICS 

An educational program in 
the basic arithmetic opera- 
tions of addition, subtrac- 
tion, multiplication, and di- 
vision. The user selects the 
operation to be drilled, the 
number of problems, the 
range of numbers from 
which the problems will be 
selected, and the number of 
incorrect attempts at the an- 
swer that the program will 
allow. Additionally, three 
special modes of operation 
are allowed: random com- 
puter selection of the opera- 
tion; preschool mode; and 
repeat mode to reselect the 
most recent drill with a new 
set of problems. 

Each drill is personalized 
with the operator’s name 
and is scored in a manner 
similar to school tests. The 
five most recent drill results 


are saved and may be re- 
called for a summary pre- 
sentation of progress. 

(List Price: $34.95) 
Requires: 64K, one disk 
drive, PC-DOS. 

ABS Software, Inc. 

P.O. Box 309 
Blue Bell, PA 19422 
(215) 277-0304 

CIRCLE 743 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


MailList/VW 

A mail-merge program de- 
signed for use with the 
Volkswriter word processing 
software. MailUsl/VW in- 
cludes utilities providing the 
capability to create and 
maintain multiple name and 
address files, and to use this 
data to automatically gener- 
ate correctly formatted con- 
trol files for use by Volks- 
writer in preparing form let- 
ters or addressing enve- 
lopes. 

Programs are also includ- 
ed for listing name and ad- 
dress information and pre- 
paring mailing labels. The 
program is written in Micro- 
soft BASIC, and is provided 
in source code form to al- 
low user modification and 
enhancement. 

(List Price: $55) 

Requires: 64K, two disk 
drives, PC-DOS 1.1, Volks- 
writer. 

Mascot Systems 
7022 Bridgeport Cir. 
Stockton, CA 95207 
(209) 952-4488 

CIRCLE 752 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 
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Another Modem Good Enough lb Be Called RIXON 


The Rixon PC212A Card Modem 


. 472. 

PC212A S499. 

PC212A WITH 
ASYNCH PORT $539. 


* IBM is a registered trademark of the 
Internationa] Business Machine Corp. 

** Hayes Smartmodem is a product of 
the Hayes Stack series, a 
registered trademark of Hayes 
Microcomputer Products Inc. 
CROSSTALK is a trademark of 
Mkrostuf Inc. 

^ PC COM I is a trademark of 
Rixon Inc. 


« The Source u a servicemark of 
Source Telecomputing Cwp. 


3043B 


RIXON INC. 1983 


The Rixon PC212A.. 

The Perfect Modem 
For Your IBM® PC 
...Only ^499 

The Rixon® PC212A offers you the only 300/1200 BPS full duplex card" “'I 
modem with auto dial and auto answer that plugs directly into any of B 
the IBN>PC® • card slots. Because the Rixon PC212A was designed " 
specifically for the IBM PC, it is loaded with user benefits. 

The PC212A eliminates the need for an asynchronous communications 
adapter card and external modem cable, this 
alone saves you approximately S190. The 
PC212A provides an extra 25 pin ElA RS232 
interface connector, a telephone jack for 
alternate voice operation, and a telephone line 
jack for connection to the dial network. 

Without question, the PC2I2A is the 
most user friendly, most reliable, and 
best performing modem for your 
IBM PC. An internal microproces- 
sor allows total control, operation, 
and optioning of the 
PC212A from the keyboard. 

A user friendly HELP list of 
all interactive commands is 
stored in modem memory for 
instant screen display. Just a 
few of the internal features 
are auto/manual dialing from 
the keyboard, auto dial the 
next number if the first 
number is busy and instant 
redial once or until answered. 

In the event of power disrup- 
tion a battery back-up pro- 
tects all memory in the PC212A. In 
addition, the PC212A is compatible 
with all of the communication pro- 
grams written for the Hayes 
Smartmodem™ ••such as 
CROSSTALK.™+Also available 
for use with the PC212A is the 
Rixon PC COM l,™#a communications software pro- 
gram (Diskette) and instruction manual to enhance 
the capabilities of the PC212A and the IBM PC. PC COM 
I operates with or replaces the need for the IBM 
Asynchronous (Ik>mmunications Support Program. The pro- 
gram is very user friendly and provides single key stroke control of 
auto log on to multiple database services (such as The Source™^), as well 
as log to printer, log to file transfer and flow control (automatic inband 
or manual control). PC COM I is only $49.00 if purchased at the same 
time as the PC212A. The PC212A comes with a 2 year warranty. For 
more information contact your nearest computer store or Rixon 

direct at 800-368-2773 and ask 

for Jon Wilson at Ext 


SANO AMO WESTON 


Schlumberger 


2120 Industrial Pky., Silver Spring, Md. 20904 
301-622-2121 TWX 710-825-0071 TLX 89-8347 
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SOFTWARE 



Real Estate Overlays 

A set of five templates for 
real estate, designed for use 
with the Multiplan spread- 
sheet program. The tem- 
plates allow a user to gener- 
ate 10-year analyses of cash 
flows and sales proceeds. 
Calculations possible with 
the software include depre- 
ciation (including capital 
improvements), by ACRS 
or S/L; annual debt service; 
annual interest and payoff 
amounts for three mort- 
gages; capitalization rates, 
net operating income, be- 
fore- and after-tax cash 
flows, costs of sale, cash- 
on<ash return and internal 
rate of return; projected sell- 


ing price by capitalization or 
inflation rate, adjusted basis, 
capital gain, excess depreci- 
ation, recapture, and federal 
income tax calculations. In 
addition, the software can 
produce loan amortization 
schedules and IRR calcula- 
tions, and create annual in- 
come-and-expense state- 
ments. 

(List Price: $120) 

Requires; 128K, two disk 
drives, PC-DOS, Multiplan. 
RealData, Inc. 

P.O. Box 691 
Southport, CT 06490 
(203) 255-2732 

CIRCLE 753 ON READER 
SERVICE CARD 


CREATIVE 
GRAPHICS, Ver. 

2.0 

An interactive graphics de- 
sign and presentation pro- 
gram, featuring drawing 
routines pre-mapped on 
function keys, assembly lan- 
guage routines for organiz- 
ing slide show presenta- 
tions, and user-definable 
shade mapping, allowing 
customization of both color 
and monochrome dumps. 

New features of version 
2.0 include: high resolution 
drawing utilities, with se- 
lectable foreground color; 
customizable text fonts 
which can be scaled and ro- 
tated; additional symbol util- 
ities, enabling the creation 
of vector symbols which 
can be scaled and rotated 
when placed in a drawing; 
an auto-draw feature, allow- 
ing a user to draw a figure, 
then have it recreated step- 
by-step automatically (useful 
in creating simple anima- 
tion); cursor movement ca- 
pabilities including diagonal 
movement, and dynamically 
adjustable cursor increment 
and line width; and color 
features including recolor- 
ing, intensity variations, and 
a new palette of available 
colors. 

(List Price: $139.95) 
Requires: 64K, one disk 
drive, PC-DOS, color moni- 
tor, color/graphics adapter, 
BASICA, IDS Prism or Ep- 
son printer with GRAF- 
TRAX. 


Accupipe Corp. 

222 IP. Lancaster Ave. 
Paoli, PA 19301 
(215) 296-7376 

CIRCLE 749 ON READER 
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DataStar & 
ReportStar Tutorials 

Two interactive tutorials in 
the use of the DataStar and 
ReportStar programs. Each 
tutorial includes a two-disk- 
ette training program and a 
SO-page handbook with ex- 
ercises, a reference section, 
and sample applications. 

All principal procedures 
in both DataStar and Re- 
portStar programs are ex- 
plained, including the more 
advanced procedures such 
as the use of key fields, re- 
sorting data files, and using 
logical expressions. The 
sample applications describe 
how the two programs can 
be applied to business sales 
analysis, academic and pro- 
fessional research, profes- 
sional billing on preprinted 
forms, keeping track of 
itemized tax deductions, 
high volume transaction pro- 
cessing, and other applica- 
tions. 

(List Price: $59.95 each) 
Requires: 64K, two disk 
drives, PC-DOS, DataStar 
or ReportStar. 

Witech Corp. 

763 Vallejo Way 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
(916) 441-7772 
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SOFTWARE 


Canadian Payroll 
System 

A payroll program support- 
ing up to nine user-definable 
deductions and four rate car- 
egories per individual em- 
ployee. Reports issued by 
the software are monthly, 
range-of-dates, or year-end 
payroll summaries, input 
registers, two versions of 
employee lists, and check- 
stubs. Twenty-week U.l.C. 
eligibility tables are main- 
tained for each employee, 
along with all relevant year- 
to-date totals. Records of 
employment (separation 
slips) and T4 slips are print- 
ed directly on government- 
supplied forms. 

The payroll accounting 
program provides password 
security at several levels, in- 
cluding password protection 
of all salaried employee 
records. Salaried employee 
files have provisions to en- 
able the user to issue cash 
advances, bonuses, and 
lump sum payments. 

Payroll can be calculated 
concurrently for hourly, sal- 
aried, commissioned, and 
piecework-paid employees. 
(List Price; $795 Canadian: 
$635 V.S.) 

Requires; 64K, two disk 
drives, PC-DOS or 
CP/M-86. 

Arctic Data Carp. 

1839 First Ave. 

Prince George, BC 
Canada. V2L 2Y8 
(604) 562-5240 
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DataFiler 

A database management 
program allowing data files 
with as many as 4S items 
per record. DataFiler allows 
the user to assign up to ten 
key phrases to the function 
keys to simplify data entry. 
Records can be selected 
through up to five selection 
criteria. Sorting of selected 
records can be as many as 
three levels deep. 

The user may specify up 
to nine report formats for 
each file, and reserve up to 
SI2 characters for com- 
ments or other textual mate- 
rial. Menu options eliminate 
the need to learn complex 
commands, and the program 
incorporates sub-menus at 
the end of each major pro- 


gram component to elimi- 
nate the need to return to 
the master menu after each 
function. 

(List Price: $225) 

Requires: I28K, two 320K 
drives, PC-DOS, monitor, 
printer. 

MBS Software 
12729 N.E. Hassalo St. 
Portland, OR 97230 
(503) 256-0130 

CIRCLE 775 ON READER 
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The Tax Depletion 
Program 

An oil and gas tax program 
which provides complete 
depletion calculation on a 
property-by-property basis. 
This MCM Tax Series re- 
lease includes features such 


as cost and statutory deple- 
tion; 50% net income limi- 
tation calculations and allo- 
cation of the 65% limitation 
to properties; net income 
from oil and gas revenues, 
preference IDC, and alloca- 
tion of overhead to proper- 
ties; sorting of information 
required for state tax calcu- 
lations; and the preparation 
of schedules which can be 
attached to a user's Federal 
income tax returns. 

(List Price: $1,750) 
Requires: 128K, two 320K 
drives, PC-DOS. 

MCM Systems, Inc. 

2706 Richmond, #100 
Houston, TX 77098 
(713) 522-1700 

CIRCLE 773 ON READER 
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We have developed an 8* diskette system called 
THE FILE CONNECTION" that can be used to ex- 
change source, data, and word processing files be- 
tween the IBM PC and hundreds of other computer 
systems. We use a modified IBM diskette controller 
card to attach either 1 or 2 external 8” drives to 
the IBM PC. Our utilities work with all IBM models 
including the 3741 . 51 20, S/1 . S/34. S/38. S/37D. 

43XX. and Displaywriter. Other systems include 
DEC. NCR. TRS80. Univac, Burroughs. Honeywell, 
and CP/M. 

Our programs provide automatic format identifi- 
cation and accept diskettes with 1 or 2 sides, single 
or double density, and 128, 256, 512. or 1024 
bytes/sector. Source file reformatting and ASCII- 
EBCDIC conversion is included. The diskette can also 
be used as a 1 .2 Mbyte or 320 Kbyte DOS drive. 

The complete system price including TANOON 
848-2, enclosure, cable, and basic utility programs 
is $1295 for one drive and $1995 for two drives. 

For users who want to use their own drives, the 
basic utility programs and documentation are avail- 
able for $695. Payment is by check or COD with 
delivery within 10 days. 
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“THE FILE CONNECTION” 

8” DISKETTE SYSTEM 


FLAGSTAFF ENGINEERING 

2820 W. DARLEEN / FLAGSTAFF. AZ 86001 
(602) 774-5188 TELEX 705609 


WORRIED? 

Your data is in danger 

without the powerful file recovery 
routines in the Norton Utilities. 


Protect your data 

with the essential file recovery routines 

• Recover erased files 

• Recover from damaged diskettes 

* Recover scrambled data 

Dozens of extra functions 

included in the Norton Utilities 

* Disk labeling 

* Screen controi 

• Sound, timing, file printing and more! 



SNOOPY? 

Explore your disks 

and learn the mysteries of disk 
data with the Norton Utilities. 






Explore your disks 

with the powerful and educational snooping tools 

• map disk formats 

• Browse through alt files 

• Explore and patch all disks 


Works on ALL models of IBM 
Works on ALL versions of DOSI 


“Nothing short of superb!” 

— P C. Age 

You can’t afford to be without them! 


The Norton Utilities Power Tools for the IBM/PC 

Available from ComputerLand, other dealers, and directly from me for $80.00. 

Peter Norton 221 0Wllshlre Blvd., #186D, Santa Momca,CA90403 

PHONE ORDERS — (213) 389-3948 
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HOW TO USE COMPUTERS TO TEJICH MATH! 



A SOURCEBOOK OF IDEAS-EDITED BY DAVID H. AHL 


|~CRE ATIVE COMPUTING PRESS Dapi NLSC 
I 39 East Hanorex Ave.. Morris Plains. NJ 079S0 

I Please send me copies of COMPUTERS 

I IN MATHEMATICS, at $15.95, plus $2 postage 
I and handling,* each #12D 


Here's a goldmine of learning 
ideas, problem-solving strate- 
gies, programming hints, puz- 
zles, brain leasers and more for 
the math teacher or student with 
access to a computer! 

This book of reprints from 
Creative Computing magazine 
covers nine important subject 
areas; 

• Computer literacy. 

■ Thinidng strategies and prob- 
lem solving techniques. 

• Computer simulations. 

■ Probability, 

■ Mathematical miscellany, 
from circular functions to dif- 
ferential equations. 


■ Art and graphics in math. 

■ Computer Assisted Instruc- 
tion. 

■ Programming style, 

■ Puzzles and prokdems. 

In all. COMPUTERS IN 

MATHEMATICS contains 77 
fascinating articles, over 200 
problems and nearly 100 pro- 
grams. This practical volume is 
an invaluable classroom tool for 
math teachers and students in 
Grades 6-12. 8H" x 11”. soft- 
cover, hundreds of illustrations 
and diagrams. 

USE COUPON TO ORDER 
TOUR COPT TODAY 


CHECK ONE: I 

□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED $ (CA 

N] and NY STATE residents add appbcable i 
sales tax.) I 

□ CHARGE MY: Q American Express I 

□ MasterCara Q Visa ■ 

*Outside USX add (3 00 pet order I 

Card No Exp Date | 

gignatiiTo . 

Print Name i 

ArlHroae Apt j 

City I 

State Zip I 

Fbr faster service. j 

CALLTOLLFREE:800-63I-8112. \ 

L _ _ — J 
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DISK DRIVES DISK DRIVES DISK DRIVES DISK DRIVES DISK DRIVES DISK DRIVES DISK DRIVES DISK DRIVES 


PRICE BREAKTHROUGH 


Super Sale on New Disk Drives 

Starting at $ 169 . 00 ! 

Tandon — Siemens — Remex — MPI — Jeac — Shugart — Tabor 

40 or 80 Tracks — Single or Dual Head — New SVz" Drivette™ 

Our Disk Drives Are Capable Of Single And Dual Density Operation 

The NEWEST Technology Capable Of Operating On: 


IBM P.C./J.R. — IBM Work-A-Like 

Drive a Hard Bargain!!™ — 5 M.B.-20 M.B. Compiete Systems from $999.95 

Since We Are Always Finding Ways To Save You Money, 
Please CALL For Our Most Current Pricing. 


TOLL FREE ORDERING GENERAL AND TECHNICAL 

1 - 800 - 343-8841 1 - 617 - 872-9090 


Model l/lll/IV Drives (012 3) 

Color Computer Drive (0 12 3) 

Apple/Franklin Compatible Add-On Drives with Case & Cables 

Apple/Franklin Compatible Drives with Controller 

Model l/MI/IV Memory Upgrade 

Printers — Daisywheel/Dot Matrix 

Diskettes in Library Cases 

Cases and Power Supplies — (Single-Dual-1/2 Height) 

Printer Buffers 8K to 512K 

Percom Double Density Controller (Model I) 

Holmes Model I/Ill Speed-up Mod-VID/80 

Color Computer Printer Interfaces 

Cables — Printer/Disk Drive 

DOSPLUS 

Repair Services Now Offered — FAST Turn-a-Round 


. starting at $169.00 

$ Cali Toll Free 

. . . / $219.05 New Low 

.1 $259.95 Prices 
. ..... Call Toll Free 

$ Call Toll Free 

$1>;95 New Low Price 

. . Starting at $44.95 
. Starting at $143.95 

$ Call Toll Free 

. . Starting at $90.00 
. . starting at $29.95 
. . starting at $23.00 
. $ Special Prices 
$ Call Toll Free 


Warranty on Disk Drives — 6 Months — Extended Warranty $ Call Toll Free 

SOFTWARE SUPPORT, INC. 

One Edgell Road, Framingham, MA 01701 (617) 872-9090 

Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9:30 am to 5:30 (E.S.T.) Sat. 10 am to 4:30 pm 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

TERMS: 

M.C./Visa/Amex and personal 
checks accepted at no extra charge. 

C.O.D.. please add S3. 00. 

Shipping: Please call for amount. 

Not responsible for typographical errors. 

© Copyright 1983 


CANADA 

MICRO R.G.S. INC. 

751, CARRE VICTORIA, SUITE 403 
MONTREAL, QUEBEC, CANADA, H2Y 2J3 
Regular Tel. (514) 845-1534 
Canadian Toll Free 800-361-5155 


Service! Service! 

A// in stock products are shipped within 
24 hours of order. Repair/Warranty 
service is performed within 24 hours of 
receipt unless otherwise noted. We 
accept C.O.D., foreign and A PO orders. 
Schools and DAB corporate P.O.s 
accepted. 


SBAiUQ >isia saAiuQ xsia saAiuo >isia sbaiuq >isia sbaiuq >isia sbaiuq >isiq sbaiuq >isia sbaiuq msiq 
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SOFTWARE 


STORK 1.0 

A program for managing 
stock option plans. STORK 
I.O keeps track of Incentive 
Option Plans, non-qualified 
options, and stock apprecia- 
tion rights. Full screen data 
entry onto pre-programmed 
formats allows the user to 
add data as grants and exer- 
cises occur. The program 
can generate 13 standard re- 
ports, and answer current 
and historical questions on 
exercised or outstanding op- 
tions. 

STORK 1 .0 is written in 
dBASE 11, and data files are 
standard ASCII text, provid- 
ing compatibility with other 
software. Files may also be 
downloaded from main- 
frame systems directly into 
the program's files. 

(List Price: $6,(XX) for li- 
cense, plus dBASE II li- 
cense cost) 

Requires: I28K, two 320K 
drives, PC-DOS or CP/M- 
86, dBASE II. 

The Body Co. 

36150 Pauba Rd. 

Temecula, CA 92390 
(714) 676-2273 

CIRCLE 737 ON READER 
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microCELLAR- 

MASTER 

A wine and beverage inven- 
tory program for restaurants, 
bars, and hotels. The pro- 
gram can maintain inventory 
for up to 40 locations. It 
can print administrative re- 
ports giving descriptive in- 
formation, usage and reor- 


der data, suppliers’ names, 
cost, and inventory value 
analysis. All reports can 
cover any range of stock in 
a particular location or in 
the inventory as a whole. 
The program can also print 
inventory worksheets and 
bin labels. A password se- 
curity system provides re- 
stricted access to data. 

In addition, the program 
can print wine lists which 
are suitable for presentation 
to the customer. 

(List Price: $750, for sin- 
gle-user; $! ,500 for multi- 
user system) 

Requires; 64K, two 320K 
drives, PC-DOS, monitor, 
132-col. printer. 

Jupiter Island Corp. 

1900 Powell St., #1135 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
(415) 655-0840 

CIRCLE 734 ON READER 
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PRO WORKS 

A series of applications tem- 
plates/programs for the Lo- 
tus 1-2-3 spreadsheet pro- 
gram. Initial releases of 
PRO WORKS software in- 
clude: 

• Executive Assistant, a 
program providing users 
with a collection of time 
and work management 
tools, including files for or- 
ganizing time and tasks for 
accessing customer data. 

• Key Business Measures, a 
program to convert financial 
data into easily accessible 
displays. 

• Business Forecasting, 


providing an array of busi- 
ness statements and balance 
sheet forecasts, automatical- 
ly generating cash flow 
forecasts and financial 
changes ftom a base year. 
(List Price: $1(X) each pro- 
gram) 

Requires; 236K, two 320K 
drives, PC-DOS I, \, Lotus 
1-2-3 version lA. 

Reston Publishing Co. Irtc. 
11480 Sunset Hills Rd. 
Reston, VA 22090 
(703) 437-8900 

CIRCLE 754 ON READER 
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Bristol’s Integrated 
Accounting System 
(BIAS) 

A line of accounting pro- 
grams written in Databus 
for mainftame systems and 
recompiled for personal 
computer systems. Among 
the modules available for in- 
tegration into a custom ac- 
counting system are General 
Ledger, Payroll, Accounts 
Receivable and Payable, 
Fixed Assets, Inventory, In- 
voicing, Property Manage- 
ment, and Time Accounting. 

BIAS features common to 
all modules include a choice 
of accounting functions 
through menus, unlimited 
file size (up to the capacity 
of the user's hard disk), 
multi-company/multi-file/ 
multi-user capabilities, pass- 
word security, and simpli- 
fied data entry procedures. 
(List Price: $200-$4,000 per 
module, depending upon 
module) 


Requires: 128K, Hard 
Disk, PC-DOS 2.0, 132- 
col. printer. 

Bristol litformation 
Systems, Inc. 

84 N. Main St. 

Fall River. MA 02720 
(617) 679-1051 
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Rainbow Writer 
Color Text Formatter 

A utility program for print- 
ing color text and graphics 
on users' systems equipped 
with Prism Printers. Color 
Text Formatter can be used 
with any word processor us- 
ing ASCII format files. 

Over 60 commands are pro- 
vided for the following ca- 
pabilities: color text, with or 
without graphics; true pro- 
portional spacing; setting 
margins; paginabon; forward 
page referencing; wordwrap; 
mail merge; table of con- 
tents with page numbers; in- 
dex with page numbers; 
variable character size and 
spacing; variable form 
length; multiple copies; con- 
ditional processing; page 
headers and footers; and 
other feahires. All values 
are expressed in inches. 

(List Price: $149) 

Requires: 64K, two disk 
drives, PC-DOS, IDS Prism 
printer. 

Application Technitpies, Inc. 
80 Townsend St. 

Peppered, MA 01463 
(617) 433-5201 
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ACCESSORIES 

Micro-UPS, GSU 
3056 

A new version of the manu- 
facturer’s 500-watt rated 
Unintemiptible Power Sup- 
ply (UPS). The on-line de- 
vice provides continual volt- 
age regulation and noise 
elimination as well as bat- 
tery reserve power during 
complete power outages. 
The model GSU 3056 unit 
incorporates a 10-minute 
battery, or can be used with 
external 48-volt batteries for 
periods up to several days. 

The UPS utilizes power 
MOSFETs switching at 
70MHz to produce a pure 
power output sine wave ca- 
pable of maintaining 1 20 
volts output value even 
when powering non-linear 
loads. The device includes 


features such as line syn- 
chrxmization with slow skew 
acquisition, table or rack- 
mounted design, and an op- 
tional static switch. 

(List Price: $1,450) 

Gould. Inc. 

2727 Kurtz St. 

San Diego, CA 921 JO 
(619) 291A211 

CIRCLE 768 ON READER 
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Portable UPS (PUPS) 

A portable, self-contained 
uninterruptible power sys- 
tem (UPS) providing prrrtec- 
tion against power outages, 
spikes, surges, noise, or 
brownouts. Back-up or por- 
table operating time ranges 
from five hours at 25 watts 
output, to one hour at 1(X) 
watts output. The self-con- 
tained, rechargeable batter- 
ies have a life expectancy of 
three to four years before 
requiring replacement. 


Input power is switch-se- 
lectable for either 1 15 VAC 
or 230 VAC, 50/60 Hz. 
Battery energy level condi- 
tion is indicated by a seven- 
state L.E.D. readout. The 
internal charging system is 
automatically controlled and 
regulated. 

A 12 VDC power cord is 
included with the unit, per- 
mitting mobile operation 
from an automobile or from 
an auxiliary 12 volt power 
pack to extend operating 
time. The 12 VDC port of 
the unit may also be used as 
an output to power external 
12 volt equipment. 

(List Price: $495) 

BITS Power Systems, Inc. 
11020 Audelia Rd.. #BI]4 
Dallas. TX 75243 
(800) 527-1378 
(214) 340-1208 
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Workstation 

Furniture 

Hand rubbed wood furni- 
ture, featuring a modular 
design that allows a user to 
purchase either the entire 
workstation at once or by 
separate components as 
needed. The workstation is 
available in a variety of fin- 
ishes and woods, including 
oak and walnut. 

Other features of the 
workstation include an en- 
closed power buss, right- or 
left-handed orientation, and 
lockable cabinets. 

(List Price: Complete unit 
$895) 

Computer Compliments 
P.O. Box 770843 
Houston. TX 77215 
(713) 664-4897 

CIRCLE 745 ON READER 
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Data Spec Joystick 

A joystick cursor-controller 
designed for commercial 
and industrial applications. 
The unit features ultra-linear 
potentiometers and all-metal 
enclosure for maximum 
shielding. It is self center- 
ing, with dual X-Y fine 
centering adjustments (trim 
tabs), two long life positive 
feel push buttons, and a 
four foot cord. 

(List Price: $69.95) 

ORA Electronics 
18215 Parthenia St. 
Northridge, CA 91325 
(213) 701-5848 
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NEW VISUAL 
ENHANCEMENT 
SCREEN 

See what you read... without 
fatigue! 

We've engineered our new visual 
enhancement screen for the IBM PC* 
to eliminate reflection and glare while 
enhancing the characters displayed on 
the PC monitor. This is especially of great 
value in reducing eye fatigue for people 
who are required to spend long hours at 
theVDT. 

Our visual enhancement screen is manu- 
factured with woven black optical fiber 
mesh and is housed in a sturdy polycarbo- 
nate frame with a handy pull-out tab for 
easy removal. The frame also has a foam 
gasket around its perimeter to hold the 
screen securely in place during operation. 

FOR MONOCHROME MONITORS 


PROVEN PC DUST 

COVER SET 

Protect your PC! 

Protect your PC from damaging air- 
borne dirt, dust, and smoke with our cus- 
tom designed disk drive and keyboard 
dust cover set. 

Both covers are made of high quality, 
smoke colored crystal styrene that will 
protect your PC and last for years to come. 
You depend on your PC to fulfill your infor- 
mation processing needs. Protect it! 

For more information on where to get 
the IBM PC visual enhancement screen or 
dust covers call us at 800 / 222-2332. In 
California call 800/821-0684. and in 
Alaska and Hawaii call 714/635-7330. Dealer 
inquiries are welcomed. 

C '^ COMPUCABLE 
Hi CORPORATION 

Developing, manufacturing, and distributing 
quality computer products and accessories. 
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ACCESSORIES/PUBLICATIONS 



TouchBase 1 

A static control device in- 
corporated into a wrist sup- 
port and keyboard stand. 

The user’s keyboard is 
placed on the unit, and is 
supported by the TouchBase 
at a comfortable angle for 
use. The padded wrist sup- 
port area dissipates static 
electrical charges during 
normal operator contact. An 
eight-foot grounding cord 
can be installed to any 
grounded electrical wiring. 
(List Price: $69) 

Omnium Corp. 

201 N. Second St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
(800) 328-0223 
(612) 430-2060 
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Keyboard 

Companion 

A computer copystand that 
attaches directly beneath the 
user's CRT screen with vel- 
cro fasteners. The device 
provides a viewing surface 
for copy that is directly in 
line with the display. The 
Keyboard Companion also 
features an attached line 
guide, and is hinged to per- 
mit access to the disk 
drives. 

(List Price: $36) 

Pkay Corp. 

P.O.Box 11463 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
(714) 548-2081 
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Janus Floppy Discs 

A line of S'A-inch floppy 
diskettes, featuring color- 
coded stripes to delineate 
differing densities and con- 
figurations. The color code 
is as follows: 

• Red Stripe — Single 
sided, single density, soft 
sector; 

• Green Stripe — Single 
sided, double density, soft 
sector, 

• Blue Stripe — Double 
sided, double density, soft 
sector, 

• Orange Stripe — All 
other diskettes with less 
common configurations and 
special requirements, such 
as hard sectoring. 

All diskettes are guaran- 
teed. 


(List Price: 5'A-inch $4.20- 
$6.40: 8-inch $5.50-$7.50) 
Janus Dysc Co. 

I860 Barber Ln. 

Milpitas. CA 95035 
(408) 943-1600 
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SERVICE CARD 


PUBLICATIONS 

Computer Bridge 

A guide to Bridge software. 
Written by Thomas Throop, 
the book critiques computer 
bridge programs such as 
Bridge Challenger, Bridge 
2.0, Goren Bridgemaster 
and Bridge Tutor. These 
and other programs are 
evaluated, and advice and 
tips ate provided for those 


contemplating Bridge soft- 
ware development. In addi- 
tion, trends in dedicated 
electronic Bridge games and 
experiments in cable-deliv- 
ered teletext Bridge ate ana- 
lyzed. Sample hands gener- 
ated by Bridge software il- 
lustrate bidding and playing 
options. 

(List Price: $9.95) 

The Hayden Book Co., Inc. 
50 Essex St. 

Rochelle Park. NJ 07662 
(201) 368-2202 
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Absolute Reference 

A monthly journal for users 
of the Lotus 1-2-3 spread- 
sheet program. Absolute 
Rrference offers its sub- 
scribers regular columns on 
the features of the spread- 
sheet software (including 
database management, 
graphics, and macros), and 
guest columns by 1-2-3 ex- 
perts. Other regular features 
include examples of busi- 
ness applications for 1-2-3; 
helpful lips on using the 
software; reviews of prod- 
ucts being marketed to 1-2- 
3 users, such as training 
courses, templates, and 
books; as well as general ar- 
ticles of interest to users of 
the Lotus software. 

(Annual subscription: $60) 
Que Corp. 

7960 Castleway Dr. 
Indianapolis. IN 46250 
(317) 842-7162 
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PUBLICATIONS 


USMI: Market 
Directory 

A guide, in looseleaf form, 
to doing business with soft- 
ware producers and publish- 
ers. The book provides pro- 
files of over 500 current 
publishers, ranging from 
large software firms to small 
entrepreneurs. It is designed 
to be updated six times a 
year, with revised and new 
data to be added to each 
looseleaf. 

USMI is an acronym for 
Universal Software Market 
Identifier, a software regis- 
try system used in categoriz- 
ing publishers and their 
products. Included in the 
USMI: Market Directory are 
the following kinds of infor- 
mation: descriptions of com- 
panies and their product 
lines; technical support 
available; retail account pro- 
cedures; point-of-sale sup- 
port provided; warranty in- 
formation; as well as contact 
names and phone numbers 
for each company listed. 

Companies listed in the 
guide are indexed six ways; 
by key subject area (such as 
education, financial analy- 
sis, etc.); by computer/oper- 
ating system for which the 
software is intended; by 
company; by geographic lo- 
cation; and by USMI regis- 
tration number. 

(List Price: $195, including 
updates) 

Technique Learning Corp. 
40 Cedar St. 


Dobbs Ferrv, NY 10522 
(914) 693-8100 

CIRCLE 764 ON READER 
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Computer Products 
Catalog 

A catalog offering over 
1 ,600 products and accesso- 
ries. including dot matrix 
printers and supplies. The 
48-page booklet lists prod- 
ucts from such manufactur- 
ers as Epson and NEC, as 
well as a range of software 
from Micropro, VisiCotp, 
Sorcim, Ashton-Tate, Mi- 
crosoft, and American 
Training International. 

(List Price: Free) 

Pryor Corp. 

400 N. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 6061 1 
(800) 558-6866, ext. 6000 
(312) 644-5650 

CIRCLE 736 ON READER 
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32 BASIC Programs 

A book, by authors Tom 
Rugg and Phil Feldman, 
providing code for 32 test- 
ed, leady-to-run BASIC 
programs. The programs 
can either be entered into a 
user’s system manually, or 
the user may choose to pur- 
chase the accompanying dis- 
kette with all software ready 
for immediate use. 

The book, titled More 
Than 32 BASIC Programs 
For The IBM Personal 
Computer, includes guide- 
lines for making modifica- 
tions and alterations to the 
programs as required, and 


the software allows a user 
to make more extensive 
changes at will. Contents of 
the book include Applica- 
tions Programs (for home 
and/or work); Educational 
Programs; Graphics Display 
Programs; Mathematics Pro- 
grams; and Miscellaneous 
Programs, covering a vari- 
ety of programs providing 
useful functions. 

(Book alone: 350 pgs., 
$19.95; with diskette 
$34.95) 
dilithium Press 
8285 SW Nimbus, #151 
Beaverton, OR 97005 
(800) 547-1842 
(503) 646-2713 
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Software Consultants 
Directory 

A directory indexing and 
listing more than I ,(X)0 con- 
sultants with knowledge of 
software specifically for the 
IBM PC. The directory pro- 
files each consultant, giving 
name, address, telephone 
number, company name, 
number of employees, and 
years in business. Modem 
availability, hardware brand, 
applications, specialties, ex- 
pertise, languages, and city/ 
state are indexed. 

(Price unavailable at press 
time) 

J. Dick & Co. 

500 Hyacinth PI. 

Highland Park, IL 60035 
(312) 433-0824 
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SERVICES 

Computer Data 
Service 

A database research service, 
providing subscribers with 
information identifying 
sources of data accessible 
by computer. The aim of 
the service is to assist users 
in locating existing free or 
fee-based databases which 
can meet their needs for ex- 
ternal data. 

The service issues a 
quarterly newsletter. Com- 
puter Data Report, which 
features these external data 
sources, concentrating on 
little-known sources of spe- 
cialized information. Issues 
of the newsletter identify 
free or low-cost data sources 
which can be used to estab- 
lish a comprehensive in- 
house database, and provide 
tips and helpful suggestions 
for designing and maintain- 
ing in-house databases. The 
newsletter is available free 
to those who request it on 
company letterhead, and is 
also available to private in- 
dividuals on a subscription 
basis. 

(Newsletter yearly subscrip- 
tion: $48) 

Information USA 
Computer Data Service 
12400 Beal! Mt. Rd. 
Potomac, MD 20854 
(301) 983-8220 
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NOW YOU CAN GIVE 

YOUR IBM PERSONAL COMPUTER 

A VOICE OF ITS 




With SMCs PC TALKER'" 
board, your IBM* personal 
computer can actually talk to 


you. Simply plug this low 
cost speech sy I " 
any IBM-PC bi 


synthesizer into 
loard slot and 


it will provide complete 
speecn through an external 
speaker. What's more, you can create 
an unlimited vocabulary through a BASIC pro- 
gram. With PC TALKER, your computer continues 
to provide useful information even when your eyes aren't on 
the screen. It also lets you create and play video games that havi 
speech capability. SMC's PC TALKER I You have to hear it to 
believe it. For more information, contact Standard Microsystei 
Corporation, 35 Marcus Boulevard, Hauppauge, NY 11788 
(516) 273-31(X). 


STANDARD MICROSYSTEMS. 
THE ONE TO WATCH. 


IBM* is a trademark of the International Business Machine Corporation 
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Tektronix 40XX 
Terminal Emulation 

EMU-TEIC' IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
IBM PC, XT, AND MOST COMPATIBLES 

• Access powerful mainframe graphics using: 

—PLOT 10 (trademark of TEKTRONIX, Inc.) 

— DISSF^A (registered trademark of ISSCO) 

— SAS/GRAPH (trademark of SAS INSTITUTE, Inc.) 
— DARC (available from QUESTEL, Inc.) 

— and most similar packages and services. 

• Upgrade from dim storage tubes to bright raster scan 
technology, with complete software compatibility. 

• Increase versatility with options such as: 

— High resolution board support (HERCULES, etc.) 

— Local pen-plotter support (HP, AMDEK, etc.) 

— Hard copy on EPSON or IBM matrix printer 
— LIGHT PEN tor graphic input 
— Advanced communications program features 
—Other terminal emulations, including: 

— VT1(X3 (trademark Digital Equipment Corp.) 

— ADM3 (trademark Lear Seigler, Inc.) 

— RETRCi-GRAPHICS (trademark Digital 
Engineering, Inc.) 

• $395.00 PLUS OPTIONS 

• 30 DAY NO-RISK TRIAL PRIVILEGE. 

Call or write us. or see your paitidpatiog dealer. 
f/\ F TG) SURO. Box 615 

(• fi; rsrrr-. on/ot ck acs Starrton. CA 90680 

L data SYSTEMS (714)995-3900 


FTG will soon become PC INNOVATIONS 


THE 

LIGHT PEN ; 

FOR YOUR PC 

IS NOW 
EVEN BETTER! 


■ New photo-optical push-tip 
switch lor super reliability. 

• 30 DAY NO-RISK TRIAL PRIVILEGE, and TWO year 
limited warranty. 

• Ideal keyboard alternative for INTERACTIVE 
GRAPHICS, MENU SELECTION, EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS, and just plain fun. 

■ Compatible with a growing library of software: 

— PC-DRAW (trademark of MICROGRAFX) 
-MICRO-CAD (trademark of COMPUTER AIDED 

DESIGN) 

— SARCSON 3.0 (trademark of HAYDEN PUBLISHING) 
— and much much more. (Complete list on request). 

• Very high performance and reliability for just $195.00. 
(OpAional three diskette software package Is just $39.00) 

• Ultra-deluxe version soon available ($295.00). 

■ Got another pen?? Ask about our trade-in special. 


FTC3) '0801 Dsle Sl/RO. Box 615 

(L/OUl 7 I-I /\T-A 'coN^-rirx /ico Slantoo, CA 90680 

I U I (' DATA SYSTEMS (714)995-3900 

FTG will soon become PC INNOVATIONS 
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DBMS? 

DBMS, n., A buzzword for Data Base Management System. A structure in which to collect inforrriation on a given subject in one or more files. 
A software program enabling you to store, manipulate and retrieve your information contained in those files. 



Fully relational data base management 
-Multiple file and disk access. 

Fully menu driven - Presented in 
"English" 

3 simple and automatic program 
generators - A complete package. 
Calculates and compares figures 
-Quickly generates valuable reports. 


Probase ' PROBASE Group 

Fully Relational Data Base Management System (DBMS) 

Probase's' Qutcfc Cen "tells" your computer how to enter, find, sort, 
calculate, analyze and present information. Easily add, change, delete, 
or browse through your data. Probase's a6i//ty to combine and collect 
data on a given subject from many separate files allows you im- 
mediate access to all of your information - Bookkeeping, Cost 
Accounting, Inventory, Personnel, Portfofio Analysis. Sales, etc. Menu 
Cen joins files together in an easy-to-use selection list. Report Cen 
compiles virtually any comparative reports you need, including projec- 
tions and forecasts. And prints them in any format you choose. 

Probase'^Requires No Training 

Press a 'function' key for help. Concise documentation with 
samples on-screen assists you with your current task. And returns 
where you left off. Complete documentation includes a handy 2-part 
tutorial manual. 

Easy Enough For Non-Technical Users 

Probase's three program generators (Quick, Menu, Reportj create data 
base management applications according to your direction 
-automatically. Enter your requests using simpfe selections and fill-irh 
the-blank menus. Inquire, generate a report, create or up-date your 
data bases, design entry screens... Programming and code entry are 
completely eliminated, so you don't need to be a programmer, or 
even have computer experience, to produce professional automated 
business reports. 

Powerful Enough For Programmers 

Access 3 different files at once and work with as many as you need 
within a single program. Combine your files in "one-to-many" or 
"many-to-one" relationships. When you program in Probase; all of 
your tools are immediately available: Macro instruction Language, 
Subroutine Calls. Programmab/e Function Keys and more. Program, 
test and debug without an outside editor, cssembler or compiler. 

Make changes and corrections instant/y. 

free disk space... Probasei efficiently compresses screens and program 
tables onto your disks. And Probasc'need not be present on disk when 
you run your applications. Enjoy more disk storage capacity and faster 
throughput by eliminating extra program code. 

Write or Call Today and Find Out How You Can Put Probase To Work For You. 



Try Probase Free For 30 Days^ 

Visit your local dealer or call 
800-25&-7070 for your copy Of \ 
Probase. If not satisfied, simply' 
return it within 30 days for a 
prompt, courteous refund. 

whatever the reason. 

See for yourself how 
useful Probase can be 
for you. 


Available in PC-DOS, MS-DOS and 
CP M86 (all using 128k) and CP M (64k). 
Enioy the newest, most ettective 
data base management systems 


Probase® 

Another Solution® from 

Data Technology IndustriesiM 
701 A Whitney Street San Leandro, CA 
94577 

800-258-7071 (415)638-1206 
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EDITED BY PAUL SOMERSON 

User-To-User 

PC readers help one another by passing 
along their persistent problems, 
inspired comments, and helpful solutions. 


120 OUT 66. 127 

130 0UT97,(INP (97) OR 3) 

Line 100 sets up the speaker for lines 1 10 
and 120. Lines 1 10 and 120 in turn, send 
the low and high bytes, respectively, that 
control the sound mode. The integer in 
this case is (l27»256)-l-255, or 32767. 
Line 130 turns on the speaker. Changing 
the values OUTed in lines 110 and 120 
will change the sound produced. 

The sound in the above example is very 
much like the motor drone used in Micro- 
Soft’s Flight Simulator, and will continue 
even after the program has stopped run- 
ning. There are many ways to turn it off. 
You could, for instance, add a line: 

140 OUT 97, (INP(97) and 252) ) 

If you turned off the sound this way you 
might want to add a delay loop: 

135 FOR A=l TO I000:NEXT 
to give the sound a chance to play before 
you turned it off. And, of course, you 
could stop the sound by hitting 
CTRL-t- BREAK. 

Adam Barr 

Mount Royal, Canada 

By playing with the value in lines 119 <tnd 
129 you can create some truly unusual 
rutises, especially ^ you replace the 255 
and 127 with variables in a 
FOR. . . NEXT loop. 

In addition, you can do certain things 
with this technique that you just can’t do in 

Sounding OfT 

Here are some neat little programs: 

The fust finds out how much memory 
your PC has: 

100 RE3<-memory checker 

110 SCREEN 0:KEy OFF 
:C0L0R 2. 0, 0:CLS 

120 DEF SEG=&H40 

130 X=PEEK(&H13)-f 
256*PEEK(«dll4) 

140 LOCATE 11. 28 

150 PRINT "You have" ; 

: COLOR 23 

160 PRINT X; "K" ; : COLOR 2 
: PRINT" of memory" 

The second lets you create interesting 
sounds: 

100 OUT 67, 182 

110 OUT 66,255 



CONVERT 
AS25 
PHONE 
INTO THE 

most «« 

SOPHISTICATED 
TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
AVAILABLE WITH THE 
IBM PC WITHOUT 
AFFECTING 


ITS OPERATION 




TELEPHONE FEATURES 
• Call Hold • Last Number 
Redial • Automatic Redial on 
'Busy • Speed Dialing • Auto Call 
Back • Call Waiting & Forwarding 
• Message Waiting Signal • Call Restriction 


ELECTRONIC DIRECTORY 
(TELEFILE) 

• Accessed using Touch 
Tone from both Inside & 

Outside system • Personal 
Phone Directory. Limit set by user. 



VOICE SYNTHESIS 
The system can talk to the 
user providing help or 
information from the Electron 
Directory. 




ATHENA WORD 
A sophisticated Word 
Processor integrated with 
the telephone operation. 


PROGRAMMABLE 
BY THE USER 
Extension Number and All 
Features can be User Configurable. 


DIGITAL TELEPHONE 


ANSWERING 



REMOTE & LOCAL 
DIAGNOSTIC 


VOICE STORE 
AND FORWARD 


CALL ACCOUNTING & 
TRAFFIC ANALYSIS 



_ _ Athena 

PROFESSIONAL 
PHONE SYSTEMS 

fitiax 

Systems Inc. 

TELEX: 261355 INFOR (404)452-7501 


3597 Clearview PI. 
Atlanta. Georgia 30340 
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magnum 

p.c. 

1 - 800 ^ 44 ^ 



GA Residents 


VK/r 

404^1-3351 



4056 WETHQIBURN WAY. SUITE 205. ATLANTA. GA 30082 


PRINTERS 

1 RITEMAN ABSOLUTELY BEST PRICE I 

C.ITOH 8510 Prowriter 

399 


CALL 

F10-40CPS 

1169 

55 CPS 

SAVE 

OKIOATA 83A 

SAVE 

84 

CALL 

IDS 

CALL 

NECSPINWRITERS 

CALL 

EPSON — MX. FX.RX 

CALL 

TOSHIBA 

CALL 

MICROFAZERS 

CALL 

DISKS 

TANDON TM1002 

240 

10 MEG HARD 

1395 

QUADDISK 6 MEG REMOVABLE 

CALL 

DAVONG 

CALL 

1 - 1 

BOARDS 

QUADRAM 64K/256K 

CALL 

MONTE CARLO 

CALL 

IRMA 

BEST PRICE 

OUADLINK 

CALL 

TECMAR 

CALL 

MONITORS 


TAXAN 1 05 AMBER OR 100 GREEN -1 2 ' ’ 135 

IBM LOOK ALIKE CALL 

RBG-IMEO. RES 325 

RBG-III SUPER HI RES CALL 

COMPOSITE/RGB CALL 

AMOEK 300 A0RG‘12" 144 

310AMBER*12*’ CALL 

QUADCHROME CALL 


MODEMS 


NOVATION SMART-CAT 1200 449 

1 2000 W/CROSSTALK XVI CALL 

J-CAT300 11T 

APPLE-CAT CALL 

HAYES SMART MODEM 1200 499 

1200B CALL 

300 212 


SOFTWARE 


FRIOAY CALL PEACHTEXT5000...229 

D-BASEII 420 WOROSTAR CALL 

BOnOM UNE...CALL EASYWRITER CALL 

MULTIMATE ....CALL CHAMPION CALL 

MULTIPLAN CALL SUPERCALC CALL 

PEACHTREE ACCOUNTING SERIES ...BEST PRICE 


ACCESSORIES 


STANDBY POWER SYSTEMS CALL 

SURGE PROTECTORS FROM 35 

CHIPS -64K 55 


DISKETTES 



CASE 100 

BOX to 

VERBATIM SS/DD(1 YEAR) 

220 

26 

SS/DD (5 YEAR) 

250 

30 


330 

39 


230 

27 


330 



250 

Kl 


APPROVED CORPORATE ACCOUNTS WELCOME 

SPECIAL USER GROUP PRICING 
- CALL FOR DETAILS - 


CASH PRICES ADVERTISED AND QUOTED AVAILABILITV AND 
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHAN6E WITHOUT NOTICE 
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USER-TO-USER 


BASIC. For instance, you can create a 
lower sound that the bottom BASIC bass 
note by running this short program: 

100 REM— low sound 
110 OUT66,0:OUT66.0 
120 OUT97, (INP(97) or 3) 

130 C1.S: LOCATE 11.23 
140 PRINT "Hit any key to 
stop this low sound" 

150 I* = INKEY$:IF 1$="" 

THEN 150 ELSE SOUND 37.0 

Or you can make a game laser-zap sound 
with: 

100 REM— zap sound 
110 FOR A=0 TO 20 
120 OUT 66,A:0UT 66. A 
130 OUT 97. (INP (97) or 3) 

140 NEXT A 
150 SOUND 37,0 


Color Tricks 

Here’s an easy way to spice up any medi- 
um resolution graphics and/or text. All 
you have to do is add this little routine to a 
program after you draw an image: 

1000 COLOR , 0 
1010 COLOR . 1 
1020 GOTO 1000 

That’s it. Unfoitunately, this “rolling col- 
ors” effect won’t woik if you screw up the 
speed at which it executes, by putting 
everything on one line, using a FOR. . . 
NEXT loop, or adding any other tricks. 

You can also get the same effect in a 
medium resolution background by adding 
this routine: 

2000 OUT 985 . W : OUT 985 , X 
2010 OUT 985 . Y : OUT 985 , Z 
2020 GOTO 2000 

where W,X,Y, and Z are integers between 
0 and IS. For this routine you also have to 
put two OUT statements on one line, oth- 
erwise the background will flicker annoy- 
ingly. 

In color text mode you can play with 
the border the same way with this rou- 
tine: 


1000 COLOR . .X 
1010 COLOR . ,Y 
1020 GOTO 1000 

where X and Y are integers between 0 and 
1 S. Again, don’t add anything or the effect 
will be spoiled. 

Chuck Coiby 
Buffalo, NY 

These routines may look trivial, but they 
actually do interesting things onscreen. 
We've put then into small programs (Fig- 
ures 1, 2, and 3} to better illustrate how 
they work. You can irKorporate the basic 
routines into your own programs to 
enhance your static screens. 


Printer Test 

A veiy nice feature in any program is to 
flist check to see if the printer is on line 
before sending anything out to it, prevent- 
ing a possible program crash. You can do 
this in BASIC by checking the status of 
port #957. If it returns a decimal 233 the 
printer is on line; anything else means it’s 
not. You can insert the following lines into 
your BASIC programs to tell you whether 
the printer is actually on-line: 

100 REM— printer test 

110 IF INP(957)=223 THEN 
150 

120 PRINT "Your printer is 
not on-line." 

130 PRINT "Fix. then hit any 
key . " 

140 I»= INKEYS: IF IS="" THEN 
140 ELSE 110 

150 REM — the program 
continues here 

160 BEEP : REM — 1 f beeps , 
printer is on-line 

Bert Sirkin 
Enfield, CT 

This works well, and is far less trouble 
than using ON ERROR . . . GOTO trap- 
ping. The program won't proceed unless 
the printer is turned on and is on-line. 
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IBM K70WNERS: 

HARD DISK STORAGE WITH BACKUP 
THAT LETS YOU FIHD A HEEDLE 


IH A HAY STACK. 


Now, in a single package, 

hard disk storage and file-oriented 

backup: Alloy’s PC-STOR? 

The remarkable new PC-STOR combines the latest Winchester 
hard disk technology with the industry’s finest file-oriented tape 
backup. With this system you can locate, retrieve and re-position 
backup data quickly, precisely and easily. The PC-STOR makes 
recovery from awkward floppy disk or streaming backup systems 
a memory of the past for users of IBM or IBM-PC compatibles. 

The new Alloy Winchester hard disk comes with 35 megabytes 
of formatted storage, is 4 times faster than the IBM-XT system, 
and is especially designed for ease of use. It can be purchased 
as the PC-DISC ^ a hard disk system without backup, or as a 
PC-STOR, a hard disk with file-oriented tape backup. 

If you already have a hard disk system, you should add file- 
oriented tape backup: Alloy’s PC-BACKUP’? 

For the ultimate in hard disk and hard disk backup systems, 
find out more about Alloy’s advanced product line, today. 
for more information, please contact your local computer store, or call 



Alloy Compuier Prtxiucts 
100 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Framingham. Mass, 01701 
(617)875-6100 


In Europe, contact: 

Alloy Computer Products {Europe) Ltd. 
Cirencester. Gloucestershire, ^gland. 
Tel: 0285-68709 Tlx:43340 



IBM FCisaregisured irtuUmarkitflBM Coqi. PC-STOfI, PC-BiiCKL/P amt PC-DtSCarr trademarks 
AUm Ctmtpuier Products. 

jmenr 
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Computer Producls 




ANTI-GLARE SCREEN FILTER 
Model #AG820 $35.00 

Reduce eye strain and increase operator 
comfort with this screen filter for the IBM 
PC monochrome monitor. The filter reduces 
excessive glare from overhead lighting. It 
fits snugly into the face of the monitor due 
to the vinyl foam bordering the narrow but 
sturdy aluminum frame. The screen is made 
of black nylon monofilament fibers in a 
square weave 


KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAWER 
Model #SS610 $89.00 

This IS the perfect solution to narrow 
credenzas or typewnter return locations. 
The keyboard drawer rolls smoothly on 
industnal strength ball bearing slides. The 
drawer locks open for stability and has a 
built-in wrist rest pad. The 20 gauge metal 
frame has a baked enamel grey finish with 
the drawer in putty to match the IBM PC 
color scheme. Holds any keyboard 2-3/4'‘ 
lh)x 19.3/4"(w)x9-1/2"(d). 

$5.00 Shipping/Handling* 


ROLLTOP 100 DISK FILE ** 

Model «RT1 00 $36.00 

T wice the capacity 11 00 - 5-1 /4" Disks) of 
the leading "flip top" file But it takes no 
more desk space! An outstanding design 
that combines contemporary styling with 
the elegance of a rolltop enclosure and a 
textured buff plastic body It includes 10 
diskette dividers and anti-skid feet 
Locking Model #RT100L - $46.00 


ORGANIZE 


INCREASE COMFORT 


PROTECT 


PROTECT 


INCREASE COMFORT 


INCREASE COMFORT 



0 




E 


H 

H 


■ 


r 

F 

n 

t 





DISK DRIVE COVER 

Model #DC310 $10.00 

A cover to protect the IBM PC disk drive 
area from dust and dirt. Molded in black 
plastic to match the IBM styling. A vinyl 
foam seal prevents harmful elements from 
entenng the disk drive area. 

•KEYBOARD COVER 
Model #KC210 $12.00 

Protect your computer keyboard with our 
dustcover made from ngid smoked bronze 
plastic. A low silhouette design that fits 
keyboards such as the IBM PC and the 
Keytronics keyboard 


EASY-VUE EASEL 

Model #EV410 $20.00 

The ultimate design m a manual easel. 
Provides ideal viewing angle. Protective pads 
prevent skidding. 10" x 15" in size, it even 
properly displays an 8- 1 /2” x 1 1 " three ring 
binder. An elegant accessory in smoked 
bronze, molded from tough durable acrylic. 


TILT N TURN 

Model #PA900 $40.00 

Work easier! Reduce glare and eye strain, 
eliminate neck craning with this sturdy CRT 
display stand. Completely stable 30^ tilt 
and 360® turn without removing CRT. 
Attractive molded ivory hard plastic and 
steel construction. Rubber pads on top and 
bottom assure no slipping. Fits any CRT 
with feet separation less than 11 " in width 
and 10-1 /4" in depth 



SAVE AT ELEK-TEK 
ON PRINTERS 


USER-TO-USER 


Share Your Discoveries 

Tell the world about your latest discovery 
through User-to-User. You’ll encourage 
others to return the favor, and we’ll pay 
you $50 for your trouble, plus an extra 
$20 if you submit them on a disk. If you 
send a disk, please include a printout of 
your submission to ensure against damage 


writing to us. Mail your contributions to: 
User-to-User, PC Magazine. One Park 
Avenue, New York, NY 10016. 

Furthermore, all programs that create 
■ COM or BSAVE’d executable code from 
decimal or hex data must be accompanied 
by the source code in assembly language. 
This, too, will reduce errors and will be 


in transit. Please use double spacing when 

instructive to readers of User-to-User. I 

100 

' rolling colors 1 




110 

ON KEYtl) GOSUB 190 

:KEY(1) 

ON 


120 

SCREEN l.OrCLS 




130 

LOCATE 25, 15:PRINT 

"Hit FI 

to 

erid" ; 

140 

CIRCLE (160, 100), 90 

2 



150 

PAINT ( 160, 100), 1, 2 




160 

COLOR , 0 




170 

COLOR , 1 




ISO 

GOTO 160 




190 

LOCATE 1,1: END 




Figure 1 : 

Rolling colors 1 (use BASICA only). 



100 

‘ rolling colors 2 




110 

ON KEY(l) GOSUB 190 

KEY(l) 

ON 


120 

SCREEN 1,0:CLS 




130 

CIRCLE <160, 100), 90, 

2 



140 

PAINT ( 160, 100), 1, 2 




150 

LOCATE 25, 15:PRINT "Hit FI 

to 

end" ; 

160 

OUT 985, ItOUT 985, 2 




170 

OUT 985, 3: OUT 985,4 




180 

GOTO 160 




190 

LOCATE 1,1: END 




Figure 2: Rolling colors 2 (use BASICA only). 

100 

' rolling colors 3 




110 

SCREEN 0: WIDTH 80: COLOR 2,0 

,0: 

CLS 

120 

LOCATE 12, 30, 0 : PRINT 

"Hit any 

key to start" 

130 

ON KEY(l) GOSUB 190: 

KEY(l) 

ON 


140 

I9=INKEY9:IF 1#="" THEN 140 



150 

LOCATE 12, 30: PRINT " 

Hit <F1> 

to stop 

160 

COLOR , , 4 




170 

COLOR , , 5 




180 

GOTO 160 




190 

COLOR 2, 0, 0:CLS:G0TQ 

120 




Figure 3; Rolling colors 3 (use BAS/CA only). 


HUGE SAVINGS ON 
ALL EPSON PRINTERS 


CALL FOR SUPER 
LOW PRICES ON 

RX 80 FT FX 80 FX 100 



EPSON RX-80 
275.00 


B750 Ribbon Cartridges for Epson 
00 Cofumn Printers 4.00 



EPSON MX-100 
S500.00 


(15 in. wide carriage] 

includes Tractor & Friction 

8755 Ribbon Cartridges for Epson 
132 Column Printers 7.00 


Cables for Epson 

PA10A 10 ft. 36/36 pm 
starxjard parallel 25.00 

IB-P10 10 ft. 36/25 pm parallel 
for IBM 25.00 

PAST 6 ft. 36/16 pin parallel 
for TI-g9/4A 25.00 

RS10A 10 ft. 25 pm 

standard RS-232[full loaded] 21.00 

RS1Y RS-232 Y cable for TI-99/4A 35.00 

Interfaces 

Microtech MCC 2064 65.00 

GRAPHSTAR 70.00 

GRAPPLERPLUS 120.00 

6RAPPLER PLUS {32K] BUFFER 165.00 

B14B Sen [For FK or FX Models] 90.00 

8161 IEEE-488 Interface 60.00 


DUST COVERS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
ALL MODELS 


LETTER QUALITY PRINTERS 
S500— S1,550 
TTX — COMREX — DIABLO 



ELEK-TEK, inc. 

6557 N. Uneetn Ave.. CMcoee IL«0«45 
(BOO)621-12M (312}577-7M0 
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Fi]eP]an.C)rga 
a ^readsheet (Mmn 



Here's the first electronic filing system that 
lets you see the big picture. On th e IBM PC 
and most personal computers 

Like a spreadsheet, File- 
Plan” puts data in rows and 
columns. You can scroll 
your entire worksheet to 
everything. 

Type in any information you need to 
file and update— customer lists, expense 
records, addresses, projects due, pen 
sonnel records, purchase orders. 

It's easy because FilePlan works 
like you thirik. You don't have to set up a 
program. Just plunk in the data, then decide 
how you want to sort it, update it, retrieve 
it, combine it, display it on the screen and 
print it out. A menu of actions is always 
available. Help is a keystroke away. 

If you'd rather see one entry at a time, just flip 
into "forms" mode. You can enter data either way 

'The information is totally under your control. 

Say you've made a file of customer orders with 
amounts and dates. FilePlan will automatically re-sort the 
list with every entry 

'Then, before your next trip to Cleveland, you can: 

List everyone in Qeveland who ordered within 
the last six months. 

Exclude anyone whose order was under $500. 

Rank the customers by their total orders. 

Print out mailing labels. Formats are easy to set up 
with MemoPlan" or any word processor. 

Have FilePlan generate a personalized letter to 
special customers so they know you're coming. It's far 
easier than using a typical "mail merge" program. 



nizesyour files like 
izes yourmunbers. 






2es-342’89ee 
CAN 313-2S6-788S 
nc 216*345-7296 
I 212-333*6600 
INC 216*561*9428 
TD 216-974-4278 
INC 303-444-4480 
32-48-654*01 
T CO 316-985-6738 
OIL 817-667-3475 
TANK 716-589-5732 
INC 513-902-7454 
0 209-865-7773 

fOLLEY 313-363-4951 
NLY 501-825-5469 


SELNA, AL 
DETROIT. HI 
CLEVELAND. OH 
NEU YORK. NY 
CLEVELAND, OH 
CLEVELAND OH 
PUEBLO. CO 
TOKYO. JAP 
UlCHiTA, KS 
FT. NORTH. TX 
ROCHESTER. NY 
DAYTON, OH 
TURLOCK, CA 
DETROIT, HI 
FT SHITH AK 


04/01/83 

04/02/83 

04/19/83 

04/22/83 

04/22/83 

04/24/83 

04/24/83 

04/26/83 

04/38/83 

05/04/83 

05/09/83 

05/14/83 

05/14/83 

05/19/83 

05.26/83 


37 58 C*133 
996 75 8-365 
581 75 A- 183 
395 96 8-645 
775 35 8-554 
583 01 A-llt 
756 45 A-tll 
840 00 8-645 
56 76 C-133 
953 00 A-111 
901 23 A- 183 
356 75 8-554 
295 67 8-645 
981 23 A-111 
39 86 C-133 



That's just a start. 
FilePlan eliminates most 
mistakes— or helps you 
correct them. If you fon 
got to include a category oi 
need more room for a field, 
you can make changes any 
time. For someone who's 
inexperienced 
at data entry, 
just specify 

prompts and limit the kind of data allowed— for instance, nothing 
except five numerals under "zip code!' 

FilePlan even transfers data through our Link Module to 
MicroPlanl Chang Labs' renovmed financial planning spreadsheet 
You can pull sales figures from FilePlan, then do your pro- 
jections \Aath MicroPlan. ^ 

Just about anything you can imagine doing with infon 
mation, FilePlan vdll do for you. Easier than you imagined. 

See for yourself. There's a dealer nearby who'll give 
you a demonstration. .Am 

Chang Labs, 5300 Stevens Creek Boulevard, 

San lose, CA 95129. (408) 246-8020. 



) 




Chang Labs 

The fsuTiily of software solutions 




Available only from qualified dealers 
Call toU-free for the name of the 
nearest Chang Labs dealer 

(800) 972-8800 

In California: (800) 831-8080 

C 1963 Chang Labs 


ilnfemdocmd/liisinbuoon-* United Kingdom Vector House. Phone 01-943-1257 -B^gium Vector International Phone 32(16)202496* Japan Software International. Phone 03-486-7151 
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HALF-HEIGHT SHUGART DRIVE 
SYSTEM FOR IBM- PC 
ChooM 2 or 4 320K byt« hall hoights 
or 2 half-hoights plus* hard disk, 
a Powered energy ehicient direct drive 
DC motor 

• Mouniir >9 kits available for most popular 
systems 

• Clear and simple instructions 

• Full one year warranty 

IBM'PC 10 Mogabyta Hall-Naight Hard Diak 

Up grade your PC to an XT' Call 

609-799-4440 10 Megabyte Half-Height Hard Disk 

also available lor your COM PAO 

SA 712 Haif-Hgt lOMegHardDisk Call' 

SHUGART 
HALF-HEIGHT 
DRIVES 

Shugad 5A46S OS/DD 
HaH-Height96TPi 
New* Allows reading 
and writirtg in single 

or double density 5 25 

diskettes Plug compatible with tandon tm ioo- 4 
SIEMENS FDD-221-5 and similar drives 
1 YEAR WARRANTY S350each 2 @$295 each 
Formatted single density 700K bytes 



SHUGART SA860 DS/DO 
Half-Haight 8" 

A double Sided half m 
height 8 ' high speed! 
disk drive DC 

only operation 

Same as used on Zenith Z-10 
1 YEAR WARRANTY $495 each 
Formatted 
Track to track 


2 @$475 each 
1 25 megabyte 
3ms 


SHUGART $A45S DS/DD 
Half-Haight 48TPI 

Adouble headed minifloppy disc drive with up to320K 
on-line storage capacity Kiug compatible with any 
Standards'* drive Electrically the same as TM-iOO-2 
and FDO-211-5 

1 YEAR WARRANTY $246 each 

Formatted 320Kbytn& extended 360K bytes 
Track to trank fime 


HEATH ZENITH H88, 89 orSOTWOET SYSTEMS 
Dual internal half-height diak drives 
Now you can replace your built- m drive with two 
double-sid^ double or single density, internal half- 
height drives in either 46 or 96tpi formal, with all hard- 
ware. cables, power connector adaptors, and docu- 
mentation included. Our double-sided 48lpi works 
perfectly as a single sided right out of the box You can 
even use this system with your H-17 controller And we 
have the software drivers (at additional costi so you 
can run out 48 or 96lpi double-sided single density 
drives on it* 

TWOET455 TWOET465 

2 SHUGART SA-455 2 SHUGART SA-465 

haif-heighi half-height 

48tpi double-sided 96tpi double-sided 

$595 $695 

Both models are shippedcompletewith all hardware. 
Shielded metal mounting plates, data cable with chas- 
sis connectors, and complete documentation 
WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR INTERNAL DRIVEiFor 
only $60 extra plusshipping, we'M send youasmgleS'* 
case with power supply and data cable — ready to re- 
ceive your SIEMENS internal drive* A regular $80 
value The external chassis disk l/Oconnector comes 
with your TWOFT system 


W.S.T. DISK DRIVES (formerly Siemens) 

W.S.T. FDD-IOO-SBA Same model used in Heath 
computers Added Flippy" operation feature. 
Works with almost any SA-400 compatible system 
RS Model 1 . North Star. & 100 and more $235 each 
C3-$i95 each <wiih Shugad type Bezel) 

W.S.T. FDD-211-5 

Dual headed 5'*' Records data m single or double 
density, using hard or soft sector techniques Anexact 
TM-100-2 replacement Use m Nodhstar and IBM. or 
any system usir>g dual head 46 tpi drives Same as 
COMPAQ $265 each 

NUMBEROF HEADS 2 

FORMATTED DATA CAPACITY 320K bytes 

extended 360K bytes 

W.S.T. FDD-221-5 

Adouble headed. S'*". 96 tpi (80 track) disk drive 
Capable of hard or soft sector, single or double den- 
sity. It's an exact replacement tor the TANDON 
100-4 $335 each 
2 @$295 each 


Increase your on- ime storage capacity by 2 5 mega- 
bytes with Our new 6* double Sided half height disk 
drive Styling matches IBM- PC Utilizes Shugad hatf- 
height 8" double sided disk drives Allows reading 
CP-M data files with optional patch 
FD-PCaSyslem $1270 

Maynard controller $245 

(Allows use of two internal 5%’ and ihe two outboard 

8 system Add $70 lor parallel) 

JFormal $50 

JFormat-2 $50 

We have half-height mounting kits tor IBM and 

COMPAQ computers 

APPLE HALF-HEIGHT DISK DRIVES Call tor pnce 


ENCLOSURES 


MODEL 

CONFIGUARTION 

STACKING 

DIMENSIONS 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 

PRICE 

DHSAST 

2 standard 5'« 

horizontal 

17 L ■ 12 Wx5 H 

external Chassis 

$12500 





connector/ 
blank plates 


SV5A4T 

1 slandard5’« 

vertical 

ir. L*3'» Wi6 H 

verticals'* case 
IO'2 haH-height 
drives 

$5500 

or 

$7500 
lor ' 1 height 

DV5AaT 

2 standard5'« 

vertical 

11'.j Lx6 Wx7 H 

- 

$85 00 

D5HHHAaT 

2 haK-height ♦ 
space lor smgle 
board computer 

horizontal 

17 L X 12 Wx3'n H 

blank plates 
ext chassis conn 

$125 00 

5SHA8T 

1 slanoard5'<’ or 

2 halt-height dnves 

horizontal 

l2'Lie"Wx4'’H 

blank plate 
ext chaasiaconn 

$9500 

5ShHDA$T 

t standard or 

2 halt-heighi 
hard disks 

horizontal 

12"L xrWx4~M 

blank pieie 

$16500 

8 ENCLOSURCS 

Ml I00%ourdesiga theses erciosurMfeatureit'ontpanel power switchdesigned with l cieeranceoverthedriveto 
accomodate a Pg board computer or a hard cbsk controller AH 16 gauge metal corwtruction with DB 25 cutouts on the 
real panel CP- 206 supply mounting holes wfHehareatende'dforlha8’ drive industry 

DHSAST 

2 standard 8" 

honzonlal 

21 Lx17VWx6VM 

ext chassis conn 

$29500 


(SUChM 

SHUGART aOO-R 
senes or SIEMENS 
FDD too series] 
t Standards or 
2 naif height drives 
* space tor sirtgle 
board computer 
lor SHUGART 
TANDON 848 

O' Similar 8 
hart height designs 
lor SHUGART 
810 860 matches 
IBM PC or 
Zenith systems 


horizonla’ ' t6‘'l * W » 6*« r 


205 L» t; W«4 H 


MULTIDISPLAY 

For IBM-PC. contains both mono and color display 
plus printer pod. alt on one card $575 

PGS MONITOR 

The best RGB monitor going S475 




SANDSTAR MODULES FROM MAYNARD 
Sandttar Serial Pod Module 
Totally compatible with 
software written lor 
IBM Asynchronous 
Adaptor Connects to MODEM, serial printer, or any 
standard RS232-C interlace device Port may be con- 
figured as Serial Ps.d * 1 or #2 Can use IBM diagnos- 
tics MSE1301 $1(5500 

SandStar Clock Calendar Module 
Features ciockand calendar wth battery backup, which 
runs when PC power is turned off or plug is disconnected 
Correct lime and dale loaded each time system is 
powered up Software included MCL1303 $6500 

SandStar Parallal Port Module 
A Centronics compatible I/O pod Use as general pur- 
pose I/O pod or connect to printer Utilizes same type 
conr>ector and pins as IBM Parallel Printer Adaptor, and 
1 $ 1 0CPo compatible with its software Configure as Port 
■ 1 or *2 Can use IBM diagnostics MPAi:^2 $7500 
SandStar Memory Module 

Use with SandStar Memory Card Expands memory by 
320K bytes fur 640K bytes total system memory Uses 
only one IBM expansion card. No configuratron required 
before plug m 

Module may be purchased with any 64K increment and 
easily expanded to 320K. Electronic disc and print 
spooling software are also available 
MMOOOOO OK $115(X) 

MMO0O64 64K $20500 

MMO0128 I28K $30000 

MM00192 t92K $39000 

MMOD2S6 256K $46500 

MMOD320 320K $58000 

SandStar Game Adaptor Modulo 
Attach up to 4 paddles and 2 loyslicks to your IBM PC 
Can be used tor general purpose input. with4 dtg^ital and 
4 analog inputs 1<X>% compatible with IBM soft- 
ware Uses same type 1 5 pm "D' submimature I/O con- 
ncctor as the iBM Game (jontrot Adaptor 

Maynard Electronics Multi-Function 
Memory Expansion Board 

Adds form 64K byles to 256K bytes to your IBM-PC 
Expandable with either 1 or 2 optional asynchronous 
serial (RS232-C) ports Engineered for total compal- 
iblilify with IBM I/O specs Parity generation and de- 
tection included Ready to plug into 64K byte systems 
Opltonady available with 1 or 2 RS232'(3 ports with 
20mA current loop 100% compatible with IBM hard- 
ware and software, and may be used to conr>ecl your 
computer toa modem serial prmterorotherdevtceswith 
•computer inlerface Board ports may be enabled or dis- 
abled and assigned as COM 1 and/ot COM2 
MMF tOOO OK $21000 

MMF 1064 64K $30500 

MMF 1126 128K $41000 

MMF 1192 192K $51000 

MMF 1256 256K $615 00 

MMF1SER $10000 

(With one serial port added) 

MMF2SER $16000 

(with two serial ports added) 

I No parallel avail.^hifi 


Maynard Dish Controllers RET 

Description 

MODFDC (Controller w/mod ports) $265 

FDC^S (8 Controller) $245 

FDC5’«(5’« Controller) $195 

FDCPARALLEL(Contr and para ports) $275 

FOCSERIALlContr and serial ports) $265 

FOC6 PARA (8" Contr. and para ports) $31 5 

HDMjharddiskirodut^ $495 


CONTROLLERS Magnolia Micro-systoms 
for the H-89 & Z-90 Double Density Disc 
controller including CP/M 2.2 
Complete hardware & software support (or 
-Four 5' • and Four 6 smgle or double sided drives 
-48 TPI (40 track) drives 
-9C TPI (80 track) drives 

-3-SV« - drives supported by Heath Zenith controller 
H-)7 

This package includes 
-double density controller card 
-CP/M22oneilherS’« or8 media 
-r»ew I/O decoder and monitor PROMs 
Shippifig weight 7 lbs 


50 pin edge card 609-5015 50pininiir>eendconnecior 
34 pin edge card 609-3415 609-500tM 

50 pin inline chassis 34 pm mime end connector 

609 5016 609-3401 M 

34 pin mime chassis 

609 3416 


slacking bracket for AC socket 6 single sided 

5'« or8 half-height dnves Cl 120 
SB5o>S68 5' « OC connector Cl 116 

SA810/660 DC power 5't DC socket C1119 

cuts PCB-8 OC C1122 

SASSO/aSI FDD-200-8 AC (ree-standingS 
6 doublesided C1 114 DC conrrector socket C1121 
8 AC conr>eclor standard. 8 DC standard Cl 112 

smgle sided Cl 113 


We sell many other disk drive models too 
numerous to list here We encourage you to call lor 
our latest pncmg and catalog Due to production dead- 
lines prices are 60 days old Please call* Dealer 
inquiries invited In our 5th yean 
Prices and specifications subject to change 
without notice 

MasterCard. VISA accepted NJ residents, 
add 6% sales tax 

Shipping charges $3 00 first 4 lbs. $40 each 
additional lb 
COO charge $5 00 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE 800-223-0306 
In NJ. Cali 609 799-4440 9 00 am-5 30 pm est 


^FLOPPY 

IDISK 

^SERVICES 


FLOPPY DISK 
SERVICES. INC 
741 Alexander Road 
PnrKelon. NJ 08540 
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CLUB NEWS/EDITED BY SUSAN HURLEY 


PC User Groups 


This list is a partial directory of PC user groups from around the 
world. Use this listing to locate other PC aficionados in your 
area — or a continent away. 


ALABAMA 

Birmingham IBM PC User Group 
c/o Fred Hilbers 
P.O. Box 19248 
Birmingham, AL 35219 
(205) 879-3716 

The Greater Gulf Coast Users Group 

c/o Jim McGinnis 

124 Meadow Wood Loop 

Daphne, AL 36526 

(205) 626-9558 

ALASKA ~ 

The IBM PC and PC Compatible 
Computer Users Group 
c/o Mark Bolzem 
570 West 53rd St. 

Anchorage, AK 99502 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix IBM-PC Users Group 
P.O. Box 44218 
I Phoenix, AZ 85064 
(602) 954-7519 


CALIFORNIA 

Slanford/Palo Alto User Group 
c/o Linda de Sosa 
P.O. Box 3738 
Stanford, CA 94305 
(415) 856-6281 

San Diego Computer Society 
c/o John Field 
1 384 Caliente Loop 
Chula Vista, CA 92010 
(619) 421-9686 


IBM PC User Group 
c/o Lee Wetsel 
7255 Orchard Dr. 

Gilroy, CA 95020 

Modesto-Turlock IBM PC User 
Group 

P.O. Box 5103 
Modesto, CA 95352 
(209) 577-3416 

IBM Users Group of California 
c/o Neil Zachary 
P.O. Box 4136 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
(213) 937-1314 

North Orange County IBM Club 
c/o Glenn A. Emigh 
1533 Sherwood Village Circle 
Placentia, CA 92670 
(714)996-4464 

Diablo Valley PC 
c/o Alfred Hunt 
1415 Oakland Blvd,, #101 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
(415) 932-1761 


PC will publish a peritxlic listing of PC user groups and their activities. Drop a line to Club News, PC, One Park Ave., 
New York, NY 10016. New groups and address changes are shown in boldface. 
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NO 

REFLECTIONS 
ON YOUl 

with the 

SDC ANTIGLARE SCREEN 

Look at the face of your CRT Its smooth 
surface refleas light like a mirror Room lights, 
windcws, the teytxwrd. even your hands, 
clothing and jev\^fy may be visiDle in it 
Prolonged exposure to these distraaing 
refleaons causes eyestrain and unnecessary 
fatigue 

The ANTIGLARE SCREEN from Screen 
Data Corporation has Deen judged by an 
indeperK^t insurarKe company stu^ to 
be the best solution tested to eliminate 
glare Factors considered were user 
produaiviiy. reduaon of fatigue, ease of 
cleaning, tkirability adaptability and cost 



The ANTIGLARE SCREEN is not glass 
or plexiglass but a finely woven mesh of 
tough synthetic material The mesh passes 
text and graphics information from the CRT 
through to the eyes while stopping light 
from other sources from refleamg back to 
you At the same time, the appearance of 
the display is enhanced because charaaers 
appear against a dark rather than a light 
background 

The ANTIGLARE SCREEN can be at 

tached in rtfoments. Wicro buttons permit 
easy removal No tools or disassembly of 
your display is required Over 200 sizes are 
available to fit most displays 

The ANTIGLARE SCREEN is only 
39 95 postpaid Try it for 30 days 'ibu must 
be completely satisfied or your rroney will 
be refunded Most popular sizes are in 
stock for next day shipment Be sure to 
specify whether you have a monochrome 
or color display 

IJower screen" 

The Static field in front of the tube causes 
dust, smoke and pollen panicles to move 
about more freely and increase eyestrain, 
irritability and fatigue The new conductive 
POWER SCREEN completely discharges 
this static field A metal strap conneas it to 
chassis ground 

The POWER SCREEN is just 4995 with 
the same 30 day satisfaaion guarantee 

ORDER LINE 

MC VISA COD 

800 - 531-5273 
(In Tixasl 
512 - 250-8757 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

Screen Data Corporation 

oePT. CSC 

240 CEDAR KNOU ROAD 
CEDAR KNOLLS. NJ B7927 
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CLUB NEWS 


Cubic Computer Club 
c/o Pete Nelson 
P.O. Box 80787 
San Diego, CA 92138 
(714) 453-4953 

San Frandsco IBM PC User Group 
c/o Burt Alcantra 
4411 Geaiy Blvd., #33 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
(415) 922-4018 

Marin/Sonoma IBM-PC Users 
c/o William O. Ward 
21 Tamal Vista Blvd., #186 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 
(415) 927-1212 

Kem IBM PC Users Group 

Bill Peacock 

c/o CMA Personnel Inc. 

1400 Easton Dr., #107 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
(805) 322-9298 
SOURCE: CSI 076 

UCSF IBM PC User Group 
c/o Mark Slichter 
School of Nursing 
N-319Y 

U.C., San Francisco 
San Francisco, CA 94143 
(415) 666-2763 

Pomona Valley IBM PC User Group 
c/o Roy Livingston 
10282 FeUpe St. 

Montclair, CA 91763 
(714) 624-9194 

Bay Area User Group 
c/o Christian Du Lac 
P.O. Box 155 
San Francisco, CA 94101 
(415) 668-4647 


Silicon Valley Computer Society 
c/o Elvin H. Bollet 
P.O. Box 60506 
Sunnyvale, CA 94088 
(408) 243-1154 

San Fernando IBM PC Users Group 
c/o David Nussbaum 
1 1558 Riverside Dr., #207 
North Hollywood, CA 91602 

Peninsular IBM PC Users Group 
c/o Friendly Software Corp. 

376 El Camino Real 
San Carlos, CA 94070 

Greater South Bay IBM PC Users 
Group 

c/o Michael A. Immel 
P.O. Box 1937 

Redondo Beach, CA 90278-0937 

Thousand Oaks Personal Computer 

Club 

(TOPCC) 

c/o P. Larson 

1264 El Monte Dr. 

Thousand Oaks, CA 91362 

Rancho California Computer Club 
P.O. Box 651 
Temecula, CA 92390 

IBM Personal Computer Club 

P.O. Box 99130 #182 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

Fresno IBM-PC Users Club 
c/o R. Betancourt 
6750 N. Woodrow Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93710 

Redding Area PC Society 

c/o Ken Daniels 
2516 Park Marina Dr., #6 
Redding, CA 96001 
(916) 243-4411 


(eomtinued} 
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The best reason 
to choose mlp (X®(X 
fbryour IHVI/PG 

GIBSON MIX Benchmark Results 
( jlculatcd S-Prt)fik- 

( Rcl)rescntatii>e COBOL sUttemvtU mix) 


Execution time ratio 


mbp 

COBOL 

1.00 


U*\cl 

C;OBOL 

4.08 


Microsoft* 

COBOL 

6.18 


R -M*** 
COBOL 

a26 



The Gibson Mix Benchmark Results 
chart just about says it all, doesn’t it? 

Compared with CX)BOL interpreters, 

mbp^ COBOL Compiler executes pro- 
grams at least four times faster. With mbp 
on your IBM/PC,* applications that used 
to take four hours now take one. 

Why? Because interpreters translate 
and execute a program one statement at 
a time, every time the program runs. 

By comparison, mbp*^ COBOL Com- 
piler generates machine language object 
code, so the entire program is translated 
onl>’ once. It then can be executed as 
often as you want in a fast single step— with no retranslation. 
Develop programs £aster. 

Beditcl, Chase, Citicorp, Connecticut Mutual, Sikorsk)’— 
companies that make their own comparative evaluations— 
chose mbp. Certainly hster running speed was important to 
them, but that wasn’t the only reason for the choice. 

Nereis a (xinnecticut Mutual spoke^rson^ comment: 

“...It to<^ us approximately 5% the time to comert 
(COBOL) programs from the mainframe computer to mbp 
as it did to convert them to Microsoft's COBOL...” 

Put another way. mbp saved 9^% of the conversion time. 

mbp: the complete COBOL. 

GSA certified to ANSI '74 Level II; a sophisticated Screen 
Management System ( SMS ) and an Interactive S>'ml>olic IX‘-lkig 
Package included standard; Multi-Keyed ISAM Structure; listing 
options allow source & object ctxle, map & cross-reference 
checking; mbp has them all and much more. 

After >00 compare mbpls advantages, compare it'is price: 
fSOO. Convinc-ed? 

I28K system with hard disk required. *IBM/PC is an IBM TM; 

••Level II is a Micro hxiis TM; •••A MiotHoft TM: ••••A R^-an-McFarland TM. 


Qxwnd^ 



4 times fester $500 


Please send me complete mbp COBOL information and 
performance data with Gibson Mix results. 


mbp Software A Systems Ibchnology, Inc. 
7700 Bdgewater Drive, Suite 360 
Oakland. CA 94621 

Phone 4IV632-I5S5 
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All Products are Factory Fresh and Guaranteed! 


Hardware 

RETAIL 

MICRO 

Software Continued 

RETAIL 

MICRO 

& Peripherals 

PRICE 

PLASH 


PRICE 

FLASH 

AST Research MegaPlus 64K 

.$ 395.00 

$ 279.95 

Fox & Geller QUICKCODE i 

S 295.00 

$ 189.95 

SixPack Plus 64K 

. 395.00 

279.95 

Information Unlimited Software 



64K Ramchip Sets “$1 per K“ 

. 100.00 

64.00 

Easy Business System GL. AR, & AP 

1495.00 

879.95 

CDC 9409 DS/DD Disk Drive 

. 525.00 

249.95 

MicroPro WordStar 

495.00 

248.95 

Hayes Smartmodem 1 200 

. 699.00 

489.95 

WordStar Professional 

695.00 

389.95 

Hayes Smartmodem 1 2008 

. 599.00 

448.95 

Microhm Inc. R:base 4000 

495.00 

371.95 

Hercules Craphics Card 

. 499.00 

398.95 

Microsoft* 



Panasonic Vi Height 320K Drive 

. 395.00 

239.95 

Multi-Toor* Word 

395.00 

278.95 

Printers— Epson. Brother. TTX, NEC. 



Multi-TooP* Word w/ Mouse 

495.00 

348.95 

Diablo, DTC. Oki, Toshiba, others. . 


SCALLS 

Multiplan"* MS-DOS Vers. 1.1 

250.00 

158.95 

Princeton Graphics HX-1 2 Monitor . . . 

. 680.00 

528.95 

Basic Interpreter 

350.00 

244.95 

Princeton Max 12 Amber 

. 249.00 

189.95 

Basic Compiler 

395.00 

276.95 

Princeton SRI 2 

. 799.00 

623.95 

Busir^ss Basic Compiler 

600.00 

418.95 

Quadram Quadlink 

. 680.00 

498.95 

C-Compiler 

500.00 

349.95 

Seattle RAM +3 Card 

. 295.00 

229.95 

Pascal Compiler 

350.00 

244.95 

Sigma Expansion Chassis w/ SMB . . 

. 2095.00 

1884.95 

Cobol Compiler 

750.00 

524.95 

with 10MB Hard Disk 

. 2295.00 

2065.95 

Fortran Compiler 

350.00 

244.95 

Vista DynaFrame 140MB 

. 9995.00 

8494.95 

Microstuf Crosstalk 

195.00 

124.95 

Diskettes — 3M, Dysan. others 


$CALL$ 

Norton Utilities 

80.00 

54.95 




Oasis The Word Plus 

150.00 

128.95 

souwdre 



RoseSoft Prokey Vers. 3.0 

129.95 

94.95 

Alpha Data Base Manager II 

.S 295.00 

$ 179.95 

Scitor Project Scheduler 

285.00 

228.95 

Ashton Tate dBase II 

. 700.00 

388.95 

Sorcim SuperCalc 3 

395.00 

316.95 

BPI Systems Inc. 



Software Arts TKI SOLVER 

299.00 

229.95 

G/UA/R.A/P, Payroll (ea. mod) . 

. 595.00 

414.95 

Software Publishing PFS: File 

140.00 

99.95 

Continental UltraFile 

. 195.00 

124.95 

PFS: Report 

125.00 

76.95 

Home Accountant Plus 

. 150.00 

84.95 

PFS: Graph 

140.00 

96.95 

Digital Research CP/M 86 

65.00 

44.95 

PFS; Write 

140.00 

96.95 

Concurrent CP/M 86 

. 350.00 

278.95 

SoftWord Systems MultiMate 

495.00 

326.95 

Financier Personal Series 

. 195.00 

158.95 

SSI Word Perfect 

495.00 

389.95 

MANY OTHER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE! 






To Order Call: 

800 / 458-2433 

(Outside California) 



For price quotes, information, technical 
support, and California orders call: 

415 / 680-1157 


Low Prices • Lightning Service! 


Bring your computer to life with products from 
Micro Flash. We offer products for the future! 
Always the latest version, always factory fresh. 
With home banking now here, why not equip 
yourself with a telephone modem! Micro Flash 
can put you “on line" with the greatest of ease. 
Check our low prices! Micro Flash! We re up 
there on the growth charts thanks to you! You 
have helped us to build a solid reputation of 
providing fast delivery on your orders, and know- 
ledgeable technical support when you need it. 
It's the reason Chevron. IBM & Ford Aerospace, 
to name a few. have chosen Micro Flash to be 
their supplier of Personal Computer products. 



T.M. 


To order from Micro Flash, simply call one of our 
order lines and charge it to your MasterCard or 
VISA with rto credit card surcharge. (We wiH also 
accept purchase orders from qualified institu- 
tions. Call our credit manager.) You pay $6.00 
per order for UPS shipping, handling and insur- 
ance. with the exception of printers and monitors. 
UPS 2nd Day Air Service is just $3.00 more. 
Local customers can will-call their orders at our 
Concord offices. We welcome mail orders 
accompanied by certified or cashier’s checks. 
Micro Flash Computer Systems has made it 
simple for YOU to do business witti us! 

CaCLE 315 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


■ COMPUTER SYSTEMS ■ 


1110 Burnett Avenue, Suite K Concord, CA 94520 




CLUB NEWS 


COLORADO 

Denver User Group 

c/o Steve Leibson 
4040 Greenbriar Blvd. 

Boulder, CO 80303 
(303) 494-4062 

Colorado Springs IBM-PC User 
Group 

c/o Cleveland Bell 

P.O. Box 16256 

Colorado Springs, CO 80935 

Front Range PC User Group 

c/o Joan Brown 
813 Engleman PI. 

Loveland, CO 80537 
(303) 667-6059 


CONNECTICUT 

Connecticut IBM Personal User’s 
Group 

c/o Davis Foulger 
P.O, Box 291 
New Canaan, CT 06840 
(203) 744-4002 

IBM PC Club 

c/o Colette B. Squires 
P.O. Box 545 
Storrs, CT 06268 


DELAWARE 

PC Professional Users Group 
P.O. Box 2350 
Wilmington, DE 19899 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IBM PC Special Interest Group 
4910 43rd St. N.W. 

Washington, DC 20016 

Financial Institutions Users Group of 
the D.C. Metropolitan Area 
c/o Gary Eiserman 
First American Bank, N.A. 

740 15th St., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20005 


FLORIDA 

IBM Personal Computer Users’ 

Group 

c/o Wyatt Bell 
The College of Boca Raton 
3601 N. Military Trail 
Boca Raton, FL 33431 

Northern Florida Amateur Computer 
Club 

c/o Stephen D. LeBar 
10921 Kuralei Dr. 

Jacksonville, FL 32216 


DISCOUNT 

• BUSINESS. S!K5| 

• lor the IBM PC^ /PCIi^ • 

• NOW IN OUR 5TH YEAR • 


SOFTWARE SPECIALS 

•ASKTON-TATE FRIDAY! 189 

•CONTINENTAL HOME ACCOUNTANT •»■ 90 

•LOTUS 1-2-3 $319* 

We're your Lotus hqtrs. with a full 


line of support products. . . 

•KLEERTEX KEYBOARD TEMPLATE 23 

•CDEXM-Y-B USING LOTUS 1-2-3 45 

•OMEGA - THE SAVIOR " 85 

Make back up copies of Lotus 
and other proteted software 
Above Specials are wHotus pur. only 
•MICRORIM R:8ASE SER. 4000 329 

•MICROSOFT WORD W/MOUSE 309 

•PETER NORTON UTILITIES 2.0 54 

•SOFTWORD MULTIMATE 299 

HARDWARE SPECIALS 

•DC HAYES SMARTMODEM 12008 429 

•HERCULES GRAPHICS CARD 359 

•QUADRAM QUADBOARO w/64K 279 

•GRAPHICS PLUS COLOR CARD 339 

•STB SUPER RIO W/64K 299 


2‘RS232. Parallel & Game Ports Clock 

• OVER 500 ITEMS • 

AT DISCOUNTS TO 50% 

-dBASE IFCORNER- 

dBASE ir $419 PLUS... 
‘dBASE II User Guide" by Adam Green 
List $29 FREE w/dBASE II PURCHASE 

•KliERTEX TEMPUdE w/Otu commands 
List 433 ONLY 423 widBase Purchase 
•NEW' dPftOGRAMMBft from SensiM Designs 
A Simple to use. alternative Applications Generator 
For dBASE il includes an integrated eccounting 
package and modifiable source code' 

• dBASE II Plus dPROGRAMMER • 

PACKAGE SPECIAL $599 
Add $43 for User Guide & Template 

• dBASE II UTILITY SOFTWARE • 

•fox & Gelier Oi;tc*o<re(Pgrm Gen.) 295 199 
•StntibiBDBtigntdPROGRAMUen 295 249 
NEED HELP? CALL THE MICRO DOCTOR'* 
Confused about what to buy? Need product 
anatysis^compansons, system design, com- 
patability? Let our experienced pros research the 
answers tor you 

• 475/lst Hr imin. 1 hr.) • AdtI. Hrs SSOfhr • 

CALL 213-4234)787 FOR DETAILS 


^CHARGE CARDS Oflfl QAC CCOfl 

•oHLY-MiM.s 2 oo 800-o45-ooZ0# 

• MON-FRI 10AM-4PM PACIFIC TIME^ 

• CA. ORDERS • CUST. SERVICE^ 

• PRICE QUOTES • PRODUCT INFO^ 

•213-623-0767 (ioam-4PM)« 

TERMS: MAiL-OROEk ONLY-Fricas OtSCOunlM for PREPAID 
ORDERS & suOfsct 10 Change PO/Terms siighify hignor-Can 
213-B23-0767 We cannot guarantee product compaUDiiity 
ALL SALES FINAL 

PAYMENT Casflrer'S CK/MO-Other Cks-allow up to 20 days 
Bank Translers ■ CA Residents Add 6S Tax iLA SisH) 
COO-Add SH (Mm 4500 oro«f)-M<ntfnum mail order 4100 
Orders under 4200-Ad0 SlO 

SHlPPlNC/HAN0LING:Add2H|nHn S5| UPS Surlact Postal/ 
Foreign/Spociairianditng-Ad0 425 • Postage/Snippmg costs 
CRT/Prmters/Ofives-CALl for shipping costs 
MASTERCARD/VISA Add 3K 0( W Order (Urn 4200) 
AMERICAN EXPRESS Add 6S Of Total Order (Mm 4200 00) 
*03ASE ll-TM Ashton Tate *iBM PC/PC|r-TM iBM 
THE MICRO DOCTOR TMot FREDERICK E DEEP 4 ASSOCIATES 


• FREDERICK E. DEEG • 
and Associates, Inc. 

13234 A FIJI WAY 
MARINA DEL REY, CA 90292 


Central Connecticut User Group 

c/o Rich Paterson 
ComputerLand 
131 S. Main St. 

West Hartford, CT 061 10 
(203) 561-1446 

Yale Medical School IBM PC User 
Group 

c/o Philippe Jeanty 
School of Medicine 
333 Cedar St. 

P.O. Box 3333 
New Haven, CT 065 10 
(203) 785-2173 


Miami PC User Group 
c/o Eddy Cue 
6925 S.W. 16 St. 
Miami, FL 33155 
(305) 262-1891 
(305) 940-1755 


GEORGIA 

Middle Georgia Computer Club 
c/o L. Keitt Dantzler 
P.O. Box 5705 
Macon, GA 31208 
(912) 477-7009 


(cotutHued) 
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CLUB NEWS 


UNLOCK 

dBASE 



ADD FEATURES THAT 
ASHTON-TATE COULD NOT 
PROVIDE FOR THE IBM-PC! 

dB KEY is a handy, easy to use set of rou* 
tines that will enhance your dBASE II 
application progtams. 

The capabilities of these amazing routines 
will challenge your imagination, and yet 
they are as simple to use as any dBASE 11 
commands. Think of what you could do 
with these abilities: 

■ Quit to: Execute commands upon exit- 
ing from dBASE II. 

■ Window: scroll windows up or down or 
blank them out 

■ Sound: Program different audio 
prompts or any musical sequence that 
you like 

• Set the caps and num locks any way you 
want them 

• Determine capacity and free space of 
any disk drive 

• Verify system memory size and equip- 
ment status 

• Utilize both the time and date functions 
in your program 

• Print the screen as you see it 

• Change the cursor size instantly 

• And more 

Yes. for just S49. dB KEY can add a real 
touch of class. And clear, concise documen- 
tation makes it alt so easy. To order, call or 
write: 



P.O. BOX 24230 
NEW ORLEANS. LA 70184 
For phone orders call (504) 488-2266 

FOR MS-DOS TM ASHTON-TATE 
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HAWAII 

Honolulu IBM PC Users Group 

c/o Doug Long 
P.O. Box 22967 
Honolulu. HI 96822 

IBM PC User Society 

do Arthur W. Becker, Public Affairs 

Box S91 

Pearl City, HI %782 


IDAHO 

Idaho PC User Group 
c/o Bruce Bums 
ComputerLand 
687 S. Capitol Blvd. 
Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 344-5545 


ILLINOIS 

Loop & Lakefront IBM PC 
Users Group 
c/o J. A. Tanenbaum 
336 W. Wellington St. 
Chicago, IL 60657 
(312) 248-1774 


INDIANA 

ComputerLand User Group 
do Susan Shields 
ComputerLand 
5450 N. Coldwater Rd. 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 
(317) 259-7892 

Northern Indiana IBM PC Users 
Group 

do Dr. Terry Alley 
316 N. Ironwood Dr. 

South Bend, IN 46615 
(219) 289-5506 

Notre Dame PC User Group 
do Paul E. W. Hemmeter 
P.O. Box 597 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 
(219) 239-5295 


IBM PC User Club 
c/o Jo Spangler 
Microbase Software, Inc. 

P.O. Box 40353 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 
(317) 877-4304 

South Bend PC Club 
do Thomas R. Laftee 
19525 Qeveland Rd. 

South Bend, IN 46637 
(219) 277-3344 

The North East Indiana IBM-PC 
Users Group 
do George Gynn 
9904 Goshen Rd. 

Ft. Wayne, IN 46818 
(219) 693-3147 

Terre Haute PC Users Group 
P.O. Box 3174 
Terre Haute, DM 47803 


IOWA 

Cedar Falls User Group 

c/o Lee Arm Moore 

Black Hawk Village Shopping Center 

Cedar Falls, lA 50613 

IBM PC Users Group 
P.O. Box 246 
Des Moines, lA 50301 
Attn; Gary Wilcox 
(515) 967-5880 

Hawkeye-PC 

do Ben Blackstock 

385 CoUins Rd. N.E., #201 

Cedar Rapids, lA 52402 

(319) 393-5416 

Bulletin board: 

(319) 363-3314 

Quad Cities PC Users Group 
do Lew Roberts 
P.O. Box 464 
Bettendorf, lA 52722 
(319) 391-9437 

(eomimugd} 
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If 'Ibu’re an Advanced IBM™ PC User, 
Ybu’re Ready for 
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I f you are serious about microcomputeis and want to 
untap the host of possibilities offered by your IBM PC, 
PC TECH JOURNAL is the ma^zine for you. 

Brought to you from the publishers of PC, PC TECH 
JOURNAL is the definitive authority on how to maximize 
the potential of your IBM personal computer, as well as 
develop new applicauons and face creative new challenges. 

WHY A TECHNICAL JOURNAL? 

Because: 

• PC TECH JOURNAL gives you more than simple prob- 
lem solving exercises with your PC 
• PC TECH JOURNAL tells you how your PC works and 
how you can get it to do more! 

• PC ITCH JOURNAL shows you how to tailor your IBM 
PC to your own needs 

• PC TECH JOURNAL gives you information you cannot 
find anywhere else! 

EACH ISSUE IS FULL OF USEFUL ARTICLES 
ON TOPICS 

Such as: 

• How to fully exploit BIOS 

• Examinations of component hardware available for the 
IBM PC 

• Programming methodologies which exploit the IBM 
PC’s present and potential opeiatingsystem environments 
• Evaluation of the IBM PC’s communication protocols 
and standards: computer to computer connections, ter- 
minal emulation, and distributed data processing 
• PLUS networking, mass storage and new user develop- 
ment tools 


In short, if you have a genuine appetite for state-of-the-art 
information about your IBM 1^, you will want to sub- 
scribe to PC TECH JOURNAL today! Just fill in the handy 
order form! 


EGH 

[OURNAL 

P.O. Box 2966 
Boulder, Colorado 80322 


YES, please send my PC TECH JOURNAL for: 
n One year (12 issues) only $24.97 and SAVE 17% 
ri Two years only $43.97 and SAVE 27% 
r~l Three years only 57.97 and SAVE 36% 

Savings based on full one-year subscription price of $29.97. 


Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

Company 

Address 


C i ly State Zip 

CHECK ONE: Q Payment enclosed Q Bill me later 

Charge my: 

Q American Express Q Visa □ MasterCard 


Account No Exp. Date 

Add $12 a year in Canada and all other foreign countries. Please allow 60 to 90 days 
for delivery of first issue. 


Wouldyt 
lUl? □ 


)u like to receive special oRcfs from qualiRed users of our mailing 
Yes. □ No. 


J 


IBM PC 256K 

2X 320 KB DS/DD DISK DRIVES 
FLOPPY DISK CONTROLLER 
COLOR CARD 
ALL FOR $2599 



IBM PC2S6K COLOR QRAPHICS BOARD FLOPPY DRIVE CONTROLLER 
WITH PARALLEL PORT 360KB DS/DD DISK DRIVE, PRINTER, CABLE 
DOS 2.0, lONB HARD DISK SUBSYSTEM INCLUDES CABLE, 
CONTROLLER, POWER SUPPLY, CABINET, SOFTWARE 


DISK DRIVES FOR IBM PC 

Double Sided/Double Density 320KB $225 

HARD DISK FOR IBM PC 

SMB $1399 10MB $1599 15MB $2199 


MEMORY BOARDS 

AST MULTirUMCTlOn $299 

AST I/O PLUS $199 

QUADRAM 256K MULTirUMCTIOM . . . $399 

HERCULES CARD $499 

QCS BIQ BLUE CARD $479 

HAYES 

SMARTMODEM 300 BAUD $239 

SMARTMODEM 1200 BAUD $559 

MONITORS 

PQS COLOR MONITOR HX-12 $499 

AMDEK, NEC MONITORS AVAILABLE . CALL 


PRINTERS 

BROTHER HR-l $750 HR-15. 
OKIDATA 82A . $499 83A . . 

84A $999 93A . . 

QEMINI 10 . . . $359 15 . . . 
NEC 3510 . . $1499 3550 . 

7710 

EPSON RX80 . $379 FX80 . 
MX80 $449 MXlOO 


. $499 
. $699 
. $959 
. $529 
$1899 
$2075 
. $599 
. $649 


HAYES SMARTMODEM 300 BAUD . . . $239 
HAYES SMARTMODEM 1200 BAUD . . $559 


VISICALC $199 

LOTUS 1-2-3. . $359 
SUPER CALC II $199 
WORD PERFECT $349 


MULTIPLAN . . $199 
WORDSTAR . . $329 
MAILMERQE. . $179 
EASY WRITER $129 


TAVA PC 


APPLE lie STARTER SYSTEM $1599 Desk Top, IBM PC Compatible Computer, Runs 

DISK DRIVE FOR APPLE II & lie . ■ ■ $219 DOS 1.1, 2.0, CP/M86 $1025 


COMPUTER POST INC. 

22102 CLARENDON ST. 5TE. #1 
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367 

(213) 999-1041 


DELIVERIES TWO TO FOUR WEEKS AVERAGE 
ALL SHIPMENTS ARE CASHIERS CHECK ONLY. 
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHAQE WITHOUT NOTICE. 
SHIPPING AND HANDLING EXTRA 
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Price and Technical Support Makes the Difference 
Join the Team that has Both! 


CLUB NEWS 


KANSAS 

Topeka Library User Group 
c/o Becky Hinton 
Topeka Public Library 
515 W. lOth St. 

Topeka, KS 66604 

Wichita IBM PC Users Group 
P.O. Box 18422 
Wichita, KS 67218 


KENTUCKY 

Louisville Users Group 
c/o Clyde Jenkins 
Capitol Holding Corporation 
680 Fourth Ave. 

Louisville, KY 40202 
(502) 584-8157 

Bluegrass IBM PC Users Group 
c/o Diane Skoll 
Computing Center 
Rm. 72 McVey Hall 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington, KY 40506-0045 
(606) 257-2900 


MARYLAND 

I/O News 

c/o Data Unlimited 

9 Congressional CT. 

Baltimore, MD 21220 

Lutherville User Group 
c/o Bob Roswell 
1516 York Rd. 

Lutherville, MD 21093 
(301) 337-5555 

Baltimore IBM PC Users Group 
1910 Trout Farm Rd. 

Jarrettsville, MD 21084 


(continued) 


COMPUTERS: 

Columbia MPC Computer includes 
128K, Keyboard, 2 DS/DD, 320K 
disk drives, video card, MS-DOS, 
and the Super 3000 Software Pack. 

. . CALL FOR WINTER SPECIALS 

Columbia Portable Computer in- 
cludes 256K, Keyboard, 2 DS/DD 
disk drives, 9" monitor, and the Su- 
per 3000 Software Rack. 

CALL FOR SPECIAL SALE 

PRICES 


DISKETTES 

Vefbatim OataJite SS/00 $22.95 

ElephantSS'SO $17.95 

Vefoabm Oatalife DS/DD $34.95 


PRINTERS 

Oaisywriter 2000 $995.00 

Delta 10 $489.00 

Epson FX-80 $525.00 

Epson FX-100 $679,00 

Epson RX-60 $295,00 

Gemini iOX $275.00 

Gemini 15X $ call 

NEC 8023 $365.00 

Okidata 82A $399.00 

Okidata92 $445.00 

Okidata 93 $749.95 

Prowriter I $349.00 

Toshiba 1350 $ call 

MONITORS 

Amdek 300 Green $129.00 

AmdekColorl $275.00 

Amdek Color II RGB $439.00 

Princeton HX-12 $479.00 

US1 12" Amber $139,00 

MODEMS 

Hayes 300 $195.00 

Hayes 1200 $469.00 


National Order De$k 

1-800^3^-1950 i.SdW2« 

TEAM COMPUTER PRODUCTS CT Residents and Technical Support Call 
109 Church Street • Suite 303 • New Haven CT 06510 ( 203 ) 777-2284 


Call or Write tor Free Catalog 
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TAKE 


CONTROL^^ 


OF THE MOST 
POWERFUL TAX 
PROGRAM IN 
THE FIELD 

SofTax is a complete tax analysis, Simula- 





lion and preparation package for users 
of VisiCalc' soffware. 

Designed for individuals, partnerships, 
trusts, or corporations, SofTax allows 
you to prepare all appropriate forms 
and schedules for direct submission to 
the IRS— automatically. 

SofTax is comprehensive and econom- 
ical. You can set up. modify, and finalize 
a model before SofTax prepares the 
final returns. And the model itself can be simulated 
before you commit to permanent changes. 

You can try this easy-to-learn, easy-to-use profes- 
sional tax package with our special demonstration 
package available now for only $25 SofTax runs on 
IBM-PC & XT, Apple 11+ He, & III. 

Call 1-800-243-4X8 (outside CT) for details. 

SoOiax Design Trends Ltd. • P.O. Box G • Wilton. CT 06897 • 203-834-1560 

•VoC Jk B i ieg«t«Etl lialematli ol VisiCor^ Apple 8 i reystereil tuflemafk of A;;!; IBM b a regiTtPB) tiadgiurk ot ktg national B«i»e$s Mjckite 



FROM 

$199 

TO 

$850 
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THE TOWER OF BABEL 
CONQUERED! 

Direct DIsk-to-Dlsk RIe Transfer wWh Xeno-Copv PLUS" 


In the Old Testament, 
ambition and pride 
resulted in the Tower of 
Babel where no one 
spoke the same lan- 
guage. In Modern 
Tlrrtes. the microcom- 
puter trtdusfry achiev- 
ed the same result 
without divine Inter- 
vention. But you can 
cortquer the Tower of 
Babel with Xerv>Copv 
PLUS. Your PC can re^ 
and write 50 disk 
formats. Suddenly, all 
those different com- 
puters con talk to your 
PC. and to eoch other, 
without modems, 
serial links or addi- 
tional hardware. All 
you need is the disk. 

No modem madness with XerK>-Copy PLUS! Just insert a "foreign" disk into your PC's 
drive, view the directory, select the desired files end make the copies - fast ( 16K well 
urxJer 1 min.). Transfer program arxi data files between computers. For example, 
import a TRS-DOS file toyour PC disk. Then, export the file by writirvg It to a Kaypro II disk. 
Imogine the flexibility! 

Xer>o-Copy PLUS supports rrrost double-density CP/M (-80 & -86) formats, TRSDOS. p- 
SYSTEM, NECDOS. Turbodos and others. "ADVAI^ED" option odds 96 TPI and single- 
density formats (with compatible hardware), plus the ability to harxjle extra formats 
when you enter the IrKlivIdual disk parameters. 


Xer>o-Copy Rood foreign disks to import files $ 99 JO 

Xeno-Copy PIUS Reod AND write 50 foreign disk formats $149 JO 

Advanced Option 96TPI, single-den., enter disk parameters odd $ 50.00 

XefX>-Copy PLUS runs urxJer DOS on the IBM PC/XT. Compaq, ar»d most other 
compatibles with 128KB merrory. Also available for DEC Rainbow, VTI 80 arxj other 
selected computers. PCjr, available soon. Ask about new fomnerts, features arid hosts 

TURN YOUR PC INTO A DISK 
PRODUCTION MACHINE FOR $379.50 

Are you a software developer, small publisher or responsible for different computers 
In your organization? Do you reed to produce different disk fomrxjts. but can't afford 
solutioris that cost $1,600. $5,000. $10,000 or even more? Forget the big bucks! For 
$379.50. the Xer>o-DISK Software Development System allows you to import arxJ 
export disk files p>lus Intialize blar^ disks in foreign formats. Also Ireludes fost foreign 
disk duplicator arvd text/data filters. No . . . it won't replace ore of those big expensive 
machires . . . yet. 

THE ORIGINAL KEYFIXER 

No ore else con imitate our unique "hole in the middle 
design" which DOES NOT INCREASE KEY HEIGHT over other 
keys. Precision molded to fit ENTER, both SHIFT keys, TAB. 

BACKSPACE and others. Irerease keyboard accuracy and 
reduce fatigue while retaining that "IBM original 
equiprrent" look. Thousarxis of others already hove! A SET 
OF FIVE it only $14.95. 


Dept. M. 7950 W. Fourth $t. 
Los Ar>g»lM, CA 90040 
(213) 936^)057 

t uixMiiabie locoiV- send payment or VSVMC (cord * & exp dote) Phone orders OK 
Add S2 U sNp/hand CA residents odd sotes tox 
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CLUB NEWS 


Capital User Group, Inc. 
c/o Jan Withro 
P.O. Box 3189 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
(703) 978-1530 

Annapolis PC Users Group 
c/o Bill Aheme 
1409 Forest Dr. 

Annapolis, MD 21403 
(301) 268-8779 

The IBM PC Business Users Group, 
Inc. 

40 W. Chesapeake Ave., #300 
Towson, MD 21204 


MASSACHUSETTS 

SIG/86 

c/o Joseph Boykin 
47-4 Sheridan Dr. 

Shrewsbury, MA 01545 

(617) 845-1074 

(617) 366-8911, ext.-3216 

IBM PC Users Group 
The Boston Computer Society 
P.O. Box 307 
Wellesley Hills, MA 02181 

Massachusetts IBM PC Users Group 
c/o Robert L. Ward 
P.O. Box 1014 
Heritage Sq. 

Belchertown, MA 01007 


MICHIGAN 

Southwestern Michigan IBM PC 
Users Group 
c/o R. K. Schmitt 
2320 CiDsswind Dr. 

Kalamazoo, Ml 49008 
(616) 349-5381 

Washtenaw IBM PC Users 

Society (WIPCUS) 

c/o Hal Varian 

P.O. Box 7508 

Ann Arbor, MI 48107 

(eoHtinued) 
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*OKHOW TO WRITE 
EFFECTI^ BUSINESS LEHERS 
WITHOUTREALLY WRITING. 


Often, when it comes to business letter writing, 
it’s difficult to find the time. Or even the right 
words. 

Add the routine business letters you should write 
during each busy day, and writing becomes an 
endless chore. 

Even if you use a personal computer. 

So you end up not writing all the letters you 
should. Or working overtime just to catch up. 

Now there’s help. 

BUSINESS LETTERS 
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS. 

With The Business Letter Library, you get 
hundreds of concise, unique business letters, on 
disk. Superbly written by a leading business 
communications expert. 

They’re ready to go. And ready to use with your 
personal computer and almost any popular word 
processing software.. 

All you have to do is select the letter you need; 
customize, print, and mail. To clients, customers, 
business associates, vendors; anyone you do business 
with. 

You get letters to start a business deal. Set up a 
meeting. Make a point. Close a sale. And more. 

BUSINESS LETTERS 
WHEN YOU NEED THEM. FAST. 

The LetterSearcR" feature of The Business Letter 
Library helps you quickly locate the type of 
business letter you need. 


fcr routine correspondence, you can make quick 
changes to any letter from The Business Letter 
Library. 

Or use the on-screen KeyStyl? mode to write a 
custom, highly personalized version of each letter. 

Either way, The Business Letter Library can help 
you write effective business letters to fit almost any 
business situation. 

YOU’RE DONE! 

By the time you’ve read this ad, you could’ve 
written a great business letter. It’s really that easy. 

And it’s really that good: Whether you need to 
write many routine letters, or that single, very 
important one, you’ll get results. 

So turn business letter writing into a quick, easy, 
productive part of your day with The Business Letter 
Library. 

For a full demonstration of The Business Letter 
Library, see your Dealer. Or call us at 
( 714 ) 642 - 1827 , 

TheBusiness 
Letter Library 

The Business Lcller Lihrar)' can be used uith the IBM fVrM>njl Computer, 

Apple n or Me. DEC Rainbow. Commodore M and many other microcomputers. 
Compatible widt most pt^lar word processing si>rtw’aie packages. 


PeRta Poliilr* 

711 West 17lh Street, Unrt BlO.Costa Mesa. CA 92627 
{ 714 ) 642*1827 

Look for future products in the Letter Library Series to meet your business, professional, and your social letter-writing needs. 
LctterSearch. KeySiyle. The Business l-citer Library and The Letter Library Scries arc trademarks oT the Delta ftiint Corporation.^ Apple Computer. Inc. 

€ I9K.1. Delta Point Corp. All Rights Reserved. 
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Catalog 


Expansion Boards 


UT RESURCK 

All AST RESEARCH boards Ittclude SuperDrIve 
and SuperSpool software. 

MEBAPIUS II - Expands to 512K with 256 
MEGAPAK or to 384K with 128K MEGAPAK. 
Includes CLOCK/CAL & 1 SERIAL PORT. 


W/64K 265.00 

W/256K 430.00 

256K MEGAPAK 275.00 

128K MEGAPAK 199.00 

OPTIONAL 2nd SERIAL PORT 40.00 

OPTIONAL PARALLEL PORT 40.00 

OPTIONAL GAME PORT 40.00 

COmOPLUS expands to 256K. Includes CLOCK. 

PARALLELS SERIAL ports. 

W/64K 265.00 

W/256K 430.00 

1/0 PLUS II — 1/0 only (no memory). Includes 

CLOCKS) SERIAL port. 

1/0 PLUS II 120.00 

OPTIONAL 2nd SERIAL PORT 40.00 

OPTIONAL PARALLEL PORT 40.00 

OPTIONAL GAME PORT 40.00 

SIX PACK PLUS — expands to 384K, Includes 

CLOCK. PARALLEL S 1 SERIAL port. 

W/64K 265.00 

W/384K 549.00 

OPTIONAL GAME PORT 40.00 


QUADHUI 

All QUADRAM boards Include QUADMASTER 
software. 

QUROROIIRD I — expands to 256K S Includes 1 
SERIAL port. 1 PARALLEL port S 


CLOCK/CALENOAR. 

QUADBOARD I W/64K 275.00 

QUADBOARD I W/256K 430.00 

QUMMOXIIO II — expands to 256K S Includes 2 
SERIAL ports S CLOCK/CAL. 

QUADBOARD II W/64K 275.00 

QUADBOARD II W/256K 430.00 


Disk Drii/es 

All floppy disk drives are double sided, double 
density and Include complete Installation 
Instructions and all hardware. Floppy drives from 
Micro Match Include our exclusive 90 day 
replacement warranty. Call for details. 


CDC9409 259.00 

T/UUMN TM 100-2 249.00 

SHUGART (half-height. 1 year) 239.00 


aOPPY DISKETTES 


OUADBOAM SIE-t expands to 512K & Includes 1 


SERIAL port. 

QUADBOARD 51 2-f W/64K 259.00 

QUADB0ARD512-I-W/512K 675.00 


SEAHLE COMPUTER 

All SEATTLE COMPUTER RAM -E boards Include 
PUSH DISK software. 

RAM + memory & 1 serial port 

RAM + W/64K 185.00 

RAM -E W/256K 325.00 

RAM +3 memory. 1 serial port, 1 parallel port & 
clock calendar 

RAM +3 W/64K 255.00 

RAM +3 W/256K 395.00 

TALL TREE SYSTEMS 

All TALL TREE SYSTEMS boards include 
JFORMAT&JETDRIVE. 

JRAM — memory only, expands to 512K. 


JRAMOK 249.00 

JRAM512K 665.00 

Displays 

AMBER SCREEN DISPUYS 

AMDEK300A lor color card 155.00 

AMDEK 31 OA for mono card 170.00 

COLOR DISPUYS 

AMDEK COLOR II hi res RGB 435.00 

AMDEK COLOR IV hi res RGB 1125.00 

ELECTROHOME 1302-2 hi res RGB 575.00 

DISPUY ADAPTER BOARDS 

HERCULES high resolution monochrome graphics 

adapter card 375.00 

Printers 

EPSON PRINTERS 

FX 80 parallel 542.00 

MX too parallel 610.00 

FX 100 parallel 699.00 

OKIDATA PRINTERS 

ML 80 parallel 330.00 

ML92parallel 515.00 

ML 93 parallel 910.00 

2350 serial 2170.00 

2410 serial 2400.00 

NEC PRINTERS 

3510Spinwrlter 1470.00 

3525 Spinwriter 2120.00 

3550 Spinwriter 1880.00 


Ram Chips 

RAM CHIPS — All RAM chips from Micro Match 
are the highest quality components available 
anywhere. Every RAM chip comes with the Micro 
Match 90 day exchange warranty. Call for 
details. 


64K. set of 9 (200 nsec) 59.00 

Modems 

HAYES MODEMS 

SMARTMODEM 300 209.00 

SMARTMODEM 1200 499.00 

SMARTMODEM 1200B 450.00 

300 PACKAGE — Modem, Cable & SmartCom II 

software 299.00 

1200 PACKAGE — Modem, Cable & SmartCom II 
software 579.00 

Software 

ASHTONTATE 

dBASEII S425.00 

FINANCIAL PLANNER 455 00 

BOTTOM LINE STRATEGIST 265.00 

FRIDAY 17900 

CONDOR 

20-3 DATA BASE MGR 415.00 

FOX 6 SELLER 

QUICK CODE 210.00 

DGRAPH 210.00 

UFETREE 

VOLKS\NRITER1.2 135.00 

VOLKSWRITER INTERNATIONAL 169.00 

LOTUS 

123 (VERSION 1A) 335.00 

HAYES 

SMARTCOMII 85.00 

PUCHTREE 

PEACHPACK4GL/AR/AP 239,00 

PEACHTEXT5000 239.00 

SOflCIM 

SUPER CALC II 162.00 

SUPER WRITER 182.00 

SUPER SPELLGUARD 125.00 


800 - 345-4706 

To Order by phone call (213) 352-3253. Send 
Check or Money Order. Master Card/VIsa 
accepted (Include expiration date & signature). 
Add $3.50 for shipping, handling & insurance (2 
day Airmail $8.00). All orders shipped UPS 
unless otherwise specified (Continental US only). 
Other shipping methods or destinations, call for 
best way & price. California residents add 6'/^% 
sales tax. /Ml Items subject to availability. Prices 
subject to change without notice. 


DYGAN 2 sided, double density. Box of 10 . 43.00 

Personal Computer 


Quality Products 


10049 Commerce Ave • Tujunge. CA 91042 • (213) 352-3253 
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CLUB NEWS 


South Eastern Michigan Computer 

Organization IBM SIG 

c/o Danell Frappier 

P.O. Box 02426 

Detroit, Ml 48202 

(313) 532-1390 

Grosse Pointe IBM PC Users Group 
c/o Michael S. Skaff, Ph.D 
585 Saddle Ln. 

Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml 48236 

UNKNOWN PERSONAL 
COMPUTER ORGANIZATION 

c/o Dick Janson 
8902 Bath Rd. 

Laingsburg, MI 48848 
(517) 675-7453 


MINNESOTA 

Minneapolis User Group 
c/o Peter LeNeau 
100 N. 6th St. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 
(612) 339-3233 

Twin Cities PC User Group 
P.O. Box 3163 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 


MISSOURI 

Columbia PC Users Group 
c/o Jennifer DuPont 
1560 Daniel Boone Blvd. 

Columbia, MO 65201 
(314) 449-7316 

PC User Group, Greater Kansas City 
c/o William D. Meeker 
6020 Walnut St. 

Kansas City, MO 64113 
(816) 444-8104 

IBM PC Users Group of St. Louis 

c/o Dave Zumbro 
P.O. Box 837 
St. Louis, MO 63188 
CompuServe #74405, 1252 


TOTAL CONTROL: 

PC/FORTH™ 

Complies with the New 83-Standard 

GRAPHICS. GAMES. COMMUNICATIONS. ROBOTICS 
DATA ACQUISITION . PROCESS CONTROL 


. re/FOITH": interactive and conversa- 
tional, but 20 times faster than BASIC. 

. rt/FDIITH" programs: highly structured, 
modular, easy to maintain, 

. Pt FMTH”: direct control over all inter- 
rupts, memory locations, and i/o ports. 

. PC/HIITII~:lull access to DOS files and 
functions. 

.fC/fOimi” application programs can 
be compiled into turnkey COM tiles 
and distributed with no license fee. 
.re/fOimi” Cross Compilers available 
lor ROM’ed or disk based applications 
on most microprocessors. 

. PC/fORTH”: compatible with PC/XT, 
Eagle, COMPAQ, and all hard disks. 

. Pt/FOITH": for PC-DOS 1,1 and 2.0, 
CP/M-86*, Concurrent CP/M. 

Trademarks: IBM. International Business Machines 
Corpi; CP/M, Digital Research Inc; PC/Forth+and 
PC/GEN, Laboratory Microsystems Inc 


pc/fouth- $100.00 

Includes interpreter/compilerwim virtual memory 
and background multi-tasking, full screen editor. 
Assembler, utilities. 200'page technical manual. 


and "Starting FORTH'Tulorial, 

Upgrade to PC/FORTH+ available. 

PC/FORTH-F' $250.00 

Allows creation of FORTH programs up to 1 
megabyte in size. 

DEMO DISK $5.00 

Requires graphics card. 

Extenelon Package 

Forth Cross Compiler $300.00 

Advanced Color Graphics $100.00 

Intel 8087 Support $100.00 

Software Floating Point $100.00 

Interactive Symbolic Debugger $100 00 

PC/GEN'CustomCharacterSets ... $ 50.00 

PC/TERM for Smartmodem $ 60.00 

OTF+ Editor/Text Formatter $100.00 

Curry FORTH Programming Aids ... $1 50.00 

Cross Reference Utility $ 25.00 

Hierarchical File Manager $ 50.00 

B+ Tree Index Manager $125.00 

B+ Tree File and Index Manager . . . $200.00 

Intel 8087 Processor $250.00 

“Starting FORTH” Tutorial $ 16.00 


mM/ 


Laboratory Uicrosystems Incorporated 

4147 Beethoven Street. Los Angeles. CA 90066 
Phone credit card orders to (213) 306-7412 
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SEE OUR CATALOG FOR 8 DISKETTES ■ 

SAVE UP TO 50% 

5V4 DISKETTES 

SPECIFY SOFT, 10 or 16 SECTORS 

S/10 


s/so 


snoo 


• wabash 

5S00(M13Mt1X) 2100 10250 199X 

DS0D(M14M11]0 2900 142S0 279X 

DS0D-96TPI(M16A411X) 4300 20900 410X 

• control data 

SSOOICDCI242-O0) 2200 10600 

OSOO ICDC1244-00) 3050 14700 

• 3M scotch 

SSOO (3M 744[H)I 
OSOO I3M 745-0) 

0S00-96TPI (3M-747-0) 


210X 
290 X 


22X 109X 213X 

31X tSOX 295X 

4SX 212 X 399X 


SSOO (M0525OI) 

OSOO (140550011 
DS0006TPI(MOS570I| 


2520 124 X 24SX 

3650 160 X 35SX 

4560 226 X 44eX 


SSOO (MAX-MO-1 M) 
OSOO (MAX-MD2-0M) 
DS00O6TPI IMO2-0OM) 

dysan . 


2650 130 X 25SX 

3ex lesx 360X 

43X 210X 4(0X 


SSOO (DVS 104-10) 
OS00(DYS 104-201 
OSODOSm (OYS 204-201 


35X 172 X 340X 

41X 2XX 39SX 

4650 240 X 47SX 


CALL TOLL FREE 80O<824-7888 

MSA M C. C.0 0 ORDERS ONLY OPERATOR 006 

7 DAYS A WEEK 


• CHECKS. M O. VISA MC 1741 UUTWA ML #201 
■ADD S2.00 SHIP/OROER SAN JITSL CA 0SI29 
CA RESIDENTS AOO |40R 262-4210 
6% SALES TAX 

SURCHARGE ON ORDERS AN TO 5410 Pa 

SHIPPED OUTSIDE U SA RW MXt OAY 

(DEALER INQUIRIES INVITEDa 
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7 Day Return 

Most Orders Shipped 
Within 24 Hours. 

MOST HARDWARE SOLD BY US IS COVERED 
BY OUR SEVEN DAY RETURN POLICY ANY 
HARDWARE PRODUCT MAY BE RETURNED 
FOR A COMPLETE REFUND EXCEPT SHIP- 
PING CHARGES. WITHIN 7 DAYS OF RECEIPT 
ALL PARTS AND DOCUMENTATION MUST BE 
RETURNED IN RESALEABLE CONDITION A 
RETURN AUTHORIZATION NUMBER MUST 
BE OBTAINED FROM OUR TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE DEPT BEFORE RETURNING 
ANY PRODUCT 

CALL FOR MONTHLY SPECIALS 
ANO CURRENT PRICES. 


HARDWARE FOR APPLE, 
ATARI, COMMODORE, 
IBM PC, and OTHERS 

SOFTWARE FOR APPLE, 
ATARI, COMMODORE, 
and IBM PC 

GAMES— WORDPROCESSORS 
BUSINESS— UTILITIES 


WE SUPPORT WHAT WE SELU 

FREE SHIPPING-Payment w/order 
U.S. ONLY over $100.00 

CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 
ATLANTIC COMPUTER 
ACCESSORIES, INC. 

1 - 800 - 327-8020 OUTSIDE FLORIDA 

1 Q79 FLORIDA AND TECH 

|•OUJ-^^ C'OOdd assistance 

6951 N.W. 15th Avenue Se Hablas 
Fort Lauderdale. FL 33309 Espanoi 
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PC BlueBook 


Rates and Information 

PC: BlueBook is a high-response, low-cost source for 
advertising in the fastest growing computer market in 
the world. Advertisers choose between set categories and 
may include a logo. Display advertisers may cross-ref- 

erence to their current display ad. 

Circulation: 150,000 Paid Circulation Rate Base. Read- 

crship: 300,000 Est. 

AD STYLE 

1 line Heading (25 characters maximum). 7 lines Body 
Copy (45 characters per line). 4 lines for Company name, 
address and teleohone. 


RATES 

Per Issue: $150. Additional Lines: $15 per line. Logos: 
$300 (4 issues). Minimum Order: 4 issues. Terms: Pre- 
payment is required. Check, money order, American 
Express, Diners, VISA or MasterCard are accepted. 

DEADLINES 

February 10th for the April 17th issue, on sale March 
27th. Send your ad and prepayment to: PC BlueBook, 
Classified Advertising, 12th Floor, One Park Avenue, 
New York, NY 10016. Advertising sales: (212) 725-4215. 
Customer service: (212) 725-4312 


ACCESSORIES 


FURNITURE 


DESK FURNITURE FOR IBM PC 

A wood desk crafted only for the 6M PC with a 
shek for the CPU and disk drive, a sliding key* 
txiard tray that locks dosed and a large storage 
drawer. Lots of working space. Highly functionai 
wood furniture tailor-made for your BM PC Se* 
led black walnut and oak solid and wneers. 
Catalogue free. 

CFC COMPUTER FURNITURE CORP 
P.O. Box 2663 
Cha|)elHi.NC27541 
(919)967-8104 

ADJUSTABLE PC TABLE 
UooMafo* TA 10 niobie tabte. Ships IPS. Tirne 
tested, re-ordered by major companies who im- 
prove efficiency by getting kq^board and video 
screen ()FF the desk. Employee well-being Irn- 
proved without enlarging office space. Adjusts 
to iifoividual physical and optical requirernmfo. 
Furniture for COMPUTERIZED offices from: 
MicroMate Inc. 

TSHickokFtoad 

New Canaan, CT 06640 

(203)966-t571. 


THE EYE SAVERS—ONLY S19.95 

CAN YOU AFFORD to take chances with your 
eyes? (iiive them a break with a 20/20 antniiare 
niter. Reduces glare up to 87%. enhances con- 
trast and character resolution. Custom de- 
signed to ffi the BM PC. No installation req’d. 
100% satisfaction or your money refunded. PC/ 
Monochrome-$19.9S U.S. PC/Color-$24.9S 
U.S. Fast del Send check or manor order to: 
FLEX CCWPUTEfl PRODUCTS. INC./PC DEPT. 
44MarfooroDr. 

Spruce Grove. AS TOE 2C0 


ACCESSORIES 


SUPPLIES 


COMPUTER COZIES? 

Beautifuf. handnnade. quited (fost-cown A 
classy aRematlw to vin^. Vinyl can damage 
machines by retaining heat These covers are 
anti-static and machine washable. Offered in 6 
colors-i)r^. chocolate, cream, wine. navy, and 
njst Prices from S20. Send tor brochure. 
COVERSALOT 
pa Box 369 
U Honda. CA 94020 
(415)747-0352 


COMPUTER FORMS 

Cher 450 Computer forms including Checks. 
Statements. Invoices, Tax forms. "No-perf let- 
terheads. envelopes, mailing labels, etc. Forms 
designedtorAccQunlingPtus.BPI.CYMA.Con> 
tinenlal, Great Plains, MBSl, Peach^ and Stale 
of the Art. 24 hour shipment on non-imprinted 
stock, free shipping on most forms. 

CHECKS TO-GO 
6384 Hercules St 
U Mesa. GA 92041 

NA (600) 854-2750-. In CA (800) 552-8817 
Local (619) 46IM97S 

KEYBOARD EXTENSION CABLE 

BM PC 6-fool keyboard extension cable at up 
fo50%befowretailpncing.ShieUed.high(^l- 
ity moktod consbuctkm avaiabfo tfroug^ 
man. Dd: Stock to 10 wks. Only S8.95 plus S3 
ship/hanffie in U.S. (S6 s/h others). Fla. res. add 
5%. To order send check or order. Sorry, 
no charges at this super tow price. 

DATA ACQUISITION. INC 
A STATE CERTFED ENGINEERING COMRkNY 
20326 Northeast 16 Place 
N. Miami Beach, FL 33179-2706 
(305)652-2623 

CONVERT FLOPPY TO FUPPY 

DOUBLE UR diskette c^iacity. Backsides of 
diskettes have same recordable medfo. 5ki' 
FUPfT kit converts your SS diskettes so U can 
access both sides quickty 6 easily, even in SS 
disk drives. No need to; measure, make align- 
ment marks. We provide the fools. U provide 
diskettes. UR com^ does tonratting. R wD^ 
S29.95 * $3.00, S&H. ORDER TODAY! 

FUP-IT 

RO. Box 201 (PC) 

Newton Highlands, MA 02161 
617-527-FUP 

ROU PAPER 

8% MCH WIDE X 4% inch diameter 

Bleached Newsprint $4.00/rol 

White Bond «.W/rol 

Shipping charges additional 
WA residents include 7.0% sales tax. 

VtSA/MC ACCEPTED 
CHEMM DEFER INDUSTRIES 
Post Office Box 96 
Patouse.WA 99161 

RIBBONS/MEMOREX DISKETTE 

MX-60 cart/rfobon $4.50 ea. Zip Box $3.00 ea. 
MX-100 ctft/ribb. $8.50 ea. Zip Box $3.90 ea. 
Menvn S14'SS/DD$220aa. DS/DD$100ea. 
MBmDre(6’SS/SO$^10ei.SS/CO$a65ea. 

Add 10% for less than 50 diskeltes. Cal or write 
tor into on al our data supplies. 

Superstar Data Supplies, Ltd. 

PO Box 2244 

Ml. Vernon. New York 10551 
(914)66^4035. 


BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 


100 COMPUHR BUSINESSES 

YOU HAVE A MAGNIFICENT little money ma- 
chine! Your personal computer can Kteraly Start 
printing money tar you today. Opportunities tor 
operating a computer business have never been 
greater. Send $1.00 for our unique 40 page de- 
scriptive catalogue describing over 100 com- 
pute businesses you can start anywhere. 
COMPUTER BUSVESS INFORMATION 
EXCHANGE 
RO. Box 4759 Dept. PC 
Santa Barbara. CA 93103 
(606)963-9580 

ENERGY MGMT--GE TIME SHARE 
Entrepreneurs needed to establish Dealers and 
generate sales for incredfole new Energy Con- 
servation Analysis System, hckides hardware, 
software, and royalties from access to massive 
energy data base and programs on General 
Electric's Nationwide Timesharing System. IT'S 
WORTHACALU 

GENERAL ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES 

250 E 17th St., #G 

Costa Mesa. CA 92627 

Box 2062 Newport Beach. CA 92660 

(714)645-7733 


COMPATIBLES 


PC COMMDBLE SYSTEM 

ThelBM-PCcompatiblesystem.caAedtheUNI- 
SYSTBA-PC inciudes as standard an 8068 CPU. 
2SGKBytos of Interral memory. 2 ftoppy risk 
drives (A 36C>3ytes each keyb^ video mor>- 
ifor, two Serial ports, one printer port, and 6 
KBytes of EPROM. DOS 10 . Price $2,705.00. 
INTERNATIONAL SYSTEMS MARKETMG. INC. 
932 Hrmgeiford Drive, Suite #6 
Rockvie. MO 20650 
(301)279-5775 

LEADING EDGE* PERSONAL 
COMPUTER SYSTEM 

IBM* compatible-l^ memotY. hr-res moni- 
tor, dual 5% dtek drive, seven option slots. bat- 
tery-backed cfock calendar, standard typewriter 
keyboard. buHt-fri RS-232C serial intetto port, 
Leaffing Edge Word Processing''. M.S. DOS 
version 125. GW Basic softwve. Retail $2395. 
LEADING EDGE PRODUCTS 
225 Turnpike St. 

Canton. MA 02021 
(600)3463833.(617)8263150. 
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COMPUTER 

SERVICES 


REMOTE BACKUP (RESTORE 
Via a 1200 tavti maian Riis service provides 
automatic or on demand bacioip ot your data & 
programs, restore K your mtarmation is lost or 
damaged, and the necessary secunty ol envi- 
ronmentally controlled oltsite storage Daily, 
weekly, or monthly baciojp schedules available 
For tree mtormalion packet write or caN 
GUARANTEED RESTORE 
429 Pine Ave 
Albany. GA 31707 
(912)883-5249 

SERVICE CONTRACTS 
McroGuard service plan. When you start se- 
lect^ perqherals Iv you mcrocon^^ 
kxget the MooGuard uttinate penph^ It's the 
only one that could pay lor itsetl. H's designed to 
otter you 3 yr protection agamst service costs 
tor your mcrocomputer system 
^id nation wide 
MicroGuard 
80x112336 
San Diego. CA 32111 
(600)2SM2S4 


COMPUTER 

TRAINING 


VIDEO TUTOR: Pt XT. & JR. 

‘How to use your IBM K m 10 easy video les- 
sons* is an award winning video whch tutors 
you thru assembly, keyboard, usmg disks, run- 
ning software, copying disks. mstaAing DOS, 
operating systems. & 4 programs in BASIC. 
Awarded best eiteractive design. Bronze Cexty 
Award.S69 S0.21^hts VKS/Beta 
Kennen Pubkshmg 
150 Shoreline Hwy.E. 

Mill Valley. CA 94941 
(800)428-7777.(415)332-5828 


CONSULTANTS 


CALIFORNIA 


PC CONSULTING (SERVICES 
Large stall ol experts: PC configuration, person- 
alized trairwig. local nets, mamframe ir^ertaces, 
custom software. d8ASEn/1-2-3speciaists In 
business 16 years helping big & small users 
business systems, data base, graphics, com- 
munications. engineering toots, systems soft- 
ware like the PC Helper senes 
ABACUS PROGRAMMING CORP 
14545 Victory Blvd 
Van Nuys,CA 91411 


FLORIDA 


DENNIS M. NAGEL. INC. 

Consultmg service available tor cu^om hard- 
ware and/or software design, product develop- 
ment. manufacturing or appftulion of the IBM 
PC or other microcomputers Extensive ex- 
perience in commurvcations. industrial control, 
data acquisition, custom electronics and 
nwTOComputers 
Oenrus M Nagel. PE 
455N.W.35thSt..Ste D 
Boca Raton. Fl 33431 
(305)395-9515 

GEORGIA 


CUSTOM PROGRAMS/SUPPORT 

Why have sonieone else's softvrare when you can 
have your own‘> We write programs to meet your 
requirements and solve your problems G^mg 
ready lo purchase? Consulting services avail- 
able. You depend on our expertise to con- 
figure a system/software to meet yoix needs 
Over 15 years experience n data processing. 
Let It work tor you! 

YOUR SOFTWARE CO 
2960 Queens Ct. 

Norcross.GA 30071 
(404)448-1274 

MASSACHUSETTS 


KRAKOW ON-SITE SEMINARS 

Professionally developed seminars tor the IBM 
PC. Overview. Lobis 1-2-3, TK1 SoNer. and 
dBASE H are our spedatties. Seminars can be 
customized to your needs. 

IRA H. KRAKOW AND ASSOCIATES. INC 
12 Oearview Rd. 

Stoneham.MA 02180 
(617)438-6335 

NEW JERSEY 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS LABS 

IBM PC communications speo^ists. Profes- 
sional systems staff highiy experienced with 
sc4tware/hardware selecbon, training, mslatta- 
ton and appkcttons Developer of P(fnE. async 
communications software for IBM & non-IBM 
systems. Custom sottwve tor all PC/Hosi nti- 
works Cal or write lor brochure. 

HOWARD DEAN, SOFTWARE SYSTEMS 
808 Shrewsbury Avenue 
Tmlon Falls, NJ 07724 
(201)842-5800 


DISKETTE COPY 
SERVICE 


SOFTWARE PACKAGING 
Onginai program duplication to retail ready as- 
sembly Professional service organization 
sqns and produces custom packagrig tor newly 
developed programs Each package is created 
per ckent specs and integrated with marketing 
and merchandising methods Boxes, bags, 
binders, slip boxes, shrink and rack packs. 

I/O MANAGEMENT 
29e-A Ocean St 
Hyanrvs.MA 02601 
(617) 778-6522or (800) 343-1292 

EACH A PERFECT ORIGINAL 
Duplication and tormatlmg tor wtuatty al pop- 
ular personal computers Downioadmg 8 nch 
CP/Mtomost5K>inchesCP/M IBMEBCOICto 
CP/M conversions Weare experts in IBM 1S^ 
2S dupkcation Copy protection for IBM-PC 
Downloading CP/M 6 nch or CPfU 5Yi inches 
to IBM-PC DOS or CP/M-86 Five days turn 
around tor orders 2 K quantity 
DISCOPYLABS 
l600Wyatt Drive. Suite to 
Santa Clara. CA 95054 
(408)988-0438 


COMPUTER MEDIA PRODUCTS 
SOFTWARE DUPUCATION AND lormatlmg on 
OEM quahty diskettes Copy protection, seriali- 
zation. custom packaging and pnvale labeling 
available Conversion and downloading tor 
CP/M and MS-DOS Guaranteed last deirvery A 
dealer that carries accessories and supplies. 
Master distributor for Verbatim. Memorex. 3M 
&COC. 

COMPUTER MEDIA PRODUCTS 
5482 Complex Street 
San Diego. CA 92123 
(619)565-7802 

ALLEN6ACH INDUSTRIES. ING 
Allenbach crewed the ndusiry. and we've since 
been imitated— but never duplicated Copies 
supplied on OEM quality AHenbach UFETME 
GUARANTEE diskettes Virtually al formats and 
systems Serialization, copy protection, and 
packaging available Rapid delivery on 100 to 
100.000 copies 

ALLENBACH INDUSTRIES. INC 
2101 las Palmas. Suite A 
Cartsbad.CA 92006 
(600)854-1515.(619)436-2256 


HARDWARE 


ADD-ON BOARDS 


QUADBOAROS&QUADRAM 

PRODUCTS 

256K Quadboards S42500 OEUVEHEDi CO- 
CMRAM. INC has al QUAOAAM Productsai rnai 
order prices. All products carry the Quadram 
warranties We try to beat al advertised prices 
Cal) or write tor a complete pnce hst 
CODARAM.INC 
RO Box 1054 
Ubum.GA 30247 
(404)925^40 

2S6K NO SLOT MEMORY 
Let us instal up to 2S6K RAM on your E)QSTING 
SYSTEM BOARD using NO SLOTS We improve 
you IBM PC so it can address the 64K RAM ctip 
128K-$192. 192K-$256, 256K-S320 (ex- 
pandable and warranted) DO-IT-YOURSELF 
KITS-PC-KNB-$3995. PC-KPC-$69,95 
64K RAM chips-$5.59 each 
Add-MEM 
22151 Redwood Rd 
Castro VaOey.CA 94546 
(415)866-5443 

MEMORY KITS FOR THE PC 
64K (9 Claps) add-on memory kits tor the IBM 
PC and PC compatibles Kits fit memory expan- 
sion boards or trie IBM PC system board ol PC 
N's and PC XTs. 250ns. bumed-n. tested $55.00 
f $200 UPS ground. $300 UPS Blue Label. 
VISA/MC, check or money order Can or write 
PC SOFTWARE AND CONSULTING 
6^7Gienray 
Houston. TX 77064 
(713)859-5639 

AST. MAYNARD, QUADRAM BOARDS 

AST Combo Pius (SPC. 64K) $269 AST sixpak 
(SPC.64K)$269 ASTMegaPlus(Sa64K)$269 
ASTt/Oplus{SC)$114 Exba parallel or second 
serial or game $35 MAYNARD Disk ControHer 
$162-with PP add $43. SP add $63 QUAD- 
RAM Quadboard $269 Setolnne64K.200ns 
daps $55 Hayes Smattmodem 12006. $435 
VLM COMPUTER ELECTRONtCS 
10 Park Place 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
(201)267-3268 

64K MEMORY UPGRADE SET 
For t8M-PC or XT system board .$Sl,or$5.50 
per 1C. cash discount prices. We also accept 
Mastercard & Visa Prices subieci to change 
Shipping & insi^ance extra Can any hour (al- 
most) We sen an kmds ol memory ICs. We sen 
only lactory new. prime quality. We pode our- 
selves In prompt delivery. 

MICROPROCESSORS UNUMITEO 
24.000 South Peoria Ave. 

Beggs. OK 74421 
(918)267-4961 
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EPROM a MP PROGRAMMER 

PC compalibie PROM-2000 card can program 
2716, 32. 32A. 64. 128, MCM 66764 EPROMS 
and also 8748/49/51 processors. The software 
(CP/M-66. MSOOS) can read, verity and pr(h 
gram eproms and uses last programmiriQ al- 
gorithm. The zero Kisertion socket is mounted 
on an externa) txw. The external box (or BI-PO- 
LAR proms and PAL is also available. 
ACVANCED MKKICOMPUTER SYSTEMS. INC. 
3501 University Drive 
Coral Springs. FL 33065 
(305)755-2291 

ULTRA-RES GRAPHICS 

HIGH RESOLUTION graphic systems for the t8M- 
PC/XT. Display resolution programmable to 
512x512 V 1024x1024. High speed vector/arc 
drawing, hardware zoom, windowing, scrolling 
zmi character writing. Multiple controliers may 
be synchronized, software drivers included, di- 
rect drive or analog output. Prices from $4% 
C.S.D.,INC. 

RO. Box 253 

Sudbury. MA 01 776^)253 
(617)443-2750 

512KB MEMORY EXPANSION 

Smgleboard. fuKy socketed, in increments of 
64KB up to 512KB. Parity checking. 64K dy- 
namic RAM chips utilized. One year warranty. 
Futy tested. Reid upgradeable. 

PRICES: 

64K6 $199 

2S6KB $349 
512KB $499. 

Write or caU. 

MICRO MASTERS. INC. 

16 Southsand 
Irvine. CA 92714 
(714)786-3559 

DT2801 SERIES ANALOG I/O 

Pkig-in data acquisition boards with 80I/16SE 
analog inputs, w low level programmable 
gaits. 2 analog outputs. 16 lines of digital I/O, 
DMA, on-board dock, and on-board micro-pro- 
cessor. Optional software subroutines and screw 
terminal panels. 

DATA TRANSLATION INC. 

100 Locke Drive 
Martboro.MA 01752 
617-481-3700 


INTERACTIVE GRAPHICS 

MATRIGRAPH is a NEC 7220 based interactive 
graphics system. 640 X 400 pixel resolution with 
16 colors or 4 colors with prioritization are pro- 
vided. Dual channel RS2^ supports digitizer 
tablets, plotters, printers, mice etc. Resistive it- 
terlaces support joysticks, paddlesebx Light pen 
input is pro^. 15 graphics routines callable 
ftom high level languages are contained in ROM. 
A demo dek with sample programs and IBM color 
card emulation software is also provided. List 
price: $1395. 

MATRMSION. INC. 

PO. Box 377 
Burlington. MA 01803 
(617)272-7203 


TIME SPECTRUM 

Powerfd rnultMunction board enables you to add 
up to 512 KB RAM. calendar dock, parallel printer 
support and up to two additional seriaj com- 
munic^ions ports— through just one PC slol. 
Ptug-ri modular design makes expandability 
easy. Board comes with RAM disk memory and 
print spooling software to make any PC more 
productive. 

PERSYST Personal Systems Technology 
15601 RockfieidBtvd..SuiteA 
Irvine, CA 92714 
(714)859-8871 


OCP/88 

Distributed Communications Processor func- 
tions as a compalibie companion processor. 
Utilizes the Intel 6088 microprocessor, the same 
device used on the PC or XT itself. As a result, 
you can run two completely independent pro- 
grams on your PC—simuftaneously. Combined 
with PC/H^ software, lets you convert any PC 
into an Instant HA5P/RJE workstation. 
PERSYST Personal Systems Technology 
15801 RocktieldBlvd.. Suite A 
Irvine, CA 92714 
(714)85M871 

LOW PRICE MEMORY SET A BD 

100% FUUY TESTED. HIGH QUALfTY. LOW 
PRICE. ONE YEAR WARRANTY. Saves $$$. Add 
64K-2S6K to your IBM PC. XT or IBM compati- 
bles. Easy installation w. parity check. For mem- 
ory boards; $149(w.64K).$199(w. 12SK),$249 
(w. 192K). $299 (w. 256K). Also nine 64K 200ns 
chips $49. MCAtisa, check, money order, or 
aO.D Call/write. 

MICRO COMPUTER BOARDS 
40701 Stockton Way 
Fremont, CA 94538 
(415)656-1307 

LNWBUSBOARD 

Add up to 6 functions of your choice and only 
use orw slot in your PC or XT. Busboard can hold 
512K and either coprocessor or function mod- 
ules. It comes compfM with memory manage- 
ment software allowing up to 812K with print 
spooler and RAM drive. 

INFLO.mc. 

(516) 924-9229 (voice line) 

(516) 924-8115 (300/1200 baud 24 hr. modem 
tine) 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES 

IBM PC with 1 28K and 2 disk «rves-$249S. IBM 
PC with 128K. 10MB hard disk (like XT)-$3795. 
Quadram 64K clock, serial and paral- 
lel-$265.00. Tandon 360K6 disk drive DS/ 
OD-$224.00. Amdek Color il monitor-$409.00. 
Hayes Smart Modem 300 baud-$195.00. Print- 
ers, software, IBM Compatibles-at cost +5%. 
DATA GURU INTERNATIONAL. INC 
75-23 Broadway 
Elmhurst. NY 11373 
(212)429-5178 


HARDWARE 

COMMUNICATIONS 


INSTANT NETWORKING 

Compiexx Systems' new StatlonMate provides 
low-cost, sophisticated networking for PCs, 
minis & peripherals regardless of brand. Up to 
64 StationMates can be attached w/twisted/ 
shielded wires to form a kcal area network. Each 
StatlonMate also has a built-in modem for Unk- 
ing remotes sales offices, etc. Price; $1495. 
COMPLEXX SYSTEMS 
4930 Research Drive, Dept . PC 
Huntsvine, AL 35605 (205) 630-4310 


HARDWARE 

DISKDRIVES 


DISK DRIVES FOR PC 

Save on Tandon Disk Drives 
TM55-2.0S.40T;$229 
TM100-1.SS.40T;$175 
TM100-2,DS,40T:$229 
TMl01-4.DS,a0T:$315 
COC 9409, DS.40T; $239 
VISA, MasterCard or Check a C(X). NJ resi- 
dents add tax. Shipping extra. Maynard com- 
plete intemal lOM Winchester Hard Drive 
System from $969. 

VLM COMPUTER ELECTRONICS 
10 Park Place 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
(201)267-3268 

INFLOr DRIVE SYSTEM 

tnflo supplies a dual 8* DS drive system lor the 
IBM PC and XT, which holds 2.5 megabytes for- 
matted storage The system comes complete 
(ready to plug in and run) with software, con- 
troller, and cables. 8* tnfkisystem $1700.00 w/ 
512K RAM $2250.00 W/512K and Printer & se- 
rial ports and Clock $2450.00. 

INFL0.INC 

(516) 924-9229 (voice line) 

(516) 924-8115 (300/1200 baud 24 hr modem 
line) 

SMD HARD DISK CONTROLLERS 
AND SUB SYSTEMS 

Interphase brings you the most powerful disk 
controller and disk sub^stemsavaSabie tor your 
IBM PC or PC oinipatible. With the Mawrick you 
can use any of the dozens of high p^formance 
Disk Drives supporting the industry standard 
SMD Interlace. You can have capacities ranging 
from 16 to 1600 Megabytes, simds 3-5 times 
the 5.25*. Winchesters and reliable removable 
media too. Ideal for network fite services w targe 
DOM applications. 

INTERPHASE CORR 
2925 Merreli Road 
Dallas. TX 75229 
(214)350-9000 


HARDWARE 

DISKETTES 


WABASH DISKETTES 

Top quality— six year warranty by Wabash. 
SSDD with hub ring $20.50 (10). $190.00 (100) 
DSDD with hub ring $29.95 (10). $260.00 (100) 
Inrfvidualty certified 100% error-free. Ship- 
ping— $2.00 (90 or less) or $5.00 per case of 
100 diskettes. IL residents add 6% tax. VISA, 
Master Card. Money Order. Check. COO add $3. 
DIGITAL IMAGES 
1133TowerRd., 

Schaumburg. IL 60195 (800) 222-1246, (312) 
882-8315 


3M DISKEHES/COLUMBIA MPC 

•CaUMBIA VP (portable)$2995. Includes free 
Hayes 300 smart Modem, 128K mem. dual 320K 
di^, 9* mono monitor w/graphics. IBM com- 
patible keybd, RS232 ser. port, cent par port, 
8067 socket IBM exp slot -f $3000 software tree. 

• 3M bVi' SS/DD $20.50 10 box min, $22.50/ 
box of 10. 

• 3M 5V!i* DS/X $29.95 10 box min. $32.50/ 
box of 10. + £3 for shipping. NY res^Vi. Check/ 
Money order. Also call for Monitors. Modems. 
Printer & Software 

AMERICAN COMPUTER CONNECTION 
PO Box 1101 

Grand Central Station, NY. NY 10163 
(212) 225-7996, (212) 225-6600. 


HARDWARE 

MONITORS 


Leading Edge* TTL Monitor 

Offers high resolution non-glare green or amber 
screen with 90° deflection. Video band width of 
16.257 MH? with a display format of 2,000 
characters (k) cotumns x 25 lines). Fidy sup- 
ported with a one year warranty through Lead- 
ing Edge. 

LEADING EXE PRODUCTS 
225 Turnpike St. 

Canton. MA 02021 
(800)343^.(617)82&«150 

SONY PROFEEL RGB VIDEO KIT 

Converts Sony profeel for use with IBM PC or PC 
compabUes. 16 colors. Sony models KX-1901, 
KX-2501-$99. Sony models KX-1901A. KX- 
2S01A. KX-1211 HG-$139. MITSUBISHI RGB/ 
COMPOSITE VIDEO/TV. MdL AM-1301. 16cplors 
RGB. 2,000 character display. $699. RG£ Color- 
card. 'Coformaster,* Apple lie $139.00. 
Teiernax, Inc. 

PO Box 339 
Warrington. M 16976 
(215)343-3000, 
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HARDWARE 


PERIPHERALS 


PC MOUSE 

Make your existing software easier (0 use With 
our PC mouse and software, you pont to com- 
mands in a popHip ntenu Iristead ol am 
you point to where you want to move. No hard- 
ware or software changes. Fully user customs- 
able Great with Lotus 1-2-3 UsesRS-232porl. 
S295 complete 



MOUSE SYSTEMS 

MOUSF SYSTEMS CORP 
2336H Walsh Ave 
Santa Qara.CA 96051 
(406)98a-02l1 

CONVERTA BUFFER™ 

1Tie only corrtpMe prm butter tamey< Print and 
compute at the same time. Butters from 8K to 
64K Bytes (or either paraBel or serial printers 
Graphics models convert 1-2-3 and MBA 
graphics output mto high quality dot graphics 
on letter quality pnniers. Units upgradeable to 
larger butlers and graphics ProprM^ doubl^ 
buftenng Switch selectable hardware/software 
protocol Cables and power supply included 
Urnque case iTiounts to sxle o( PC without loots 
PricrtfromS229 
VonLeivendyke Enterprises 
Silverrmne Avenue. 

Norwalk. CT 06650 (203) 84M973 

LEADING EDGE" SHEHFEEDER 
THS FULLY mechanical sheetleeder is an in- 
credble value at suggested retari of S595 Ca- 
pacity is 200 sheets and can handle torw^ and 
reveme feeds lor super and subscripttig. Wi also 
accommodate legal soe paper. Weight- 10 lbs 
Supported by tul year warranty through Lead- 
ing Edge 

LEADING EDGE PFtOOUaS 
225 Turnpike St 
Canton. MA 02021 
' (600)343^.(617)826-6150 

OPTICAL CHARACTER AND BAR 
CODE READER 

Ptug-m board tor IBM PC/XT. ^em rndudes 
handheld wand or slot to read 0(iR toots OCHA. 
0CH6. E136 PC scanner ptug-in board tor bar 
code reading tor IBM PC/XT System nOudes bar 
code tight pen and decoder lor UPC and EAN. 
code o( 3 ol 9. and interleaved 2 ol 5 code 
CAERE CORPORATE 
100 Cooper Court 
Los Gatos. CA 95030 
(406)395-7000. 


HP DIGITAL WAND SYSTEM 

Hewlett-Packard t£0$-3000 bar code wand, 
interface to paratel printer connector and soft- 
ware to decode COOEABAR. UPOA/t ^ C(X€ 
39 Pnni bar code labels on Epson priilers: BM- 
PCvLobo.Kayproll.orTRS^ Softwaremod- 
ules tor BASK). BASCOM compiler and dBase- 
1 Complele package price $3^ 95 

COMPUTONE 



67890 


COMPUTONE DATA SYSTEMS 
1532Elt)rKlgeSt. 

Philadelphia. PA 19149 
(215)744-5582 


HARDWARE 

PLOTTERS 


HIPLOTOMP SERIES 

Digttal pioRers tor creating charts, graphs and 

drawings In up to 6 colors. Choice of ploi see. 

speed. inteHtgence and control oonh^bon 

Internal sell-test tealure R&-232-C with other 

intertace protocols available. Ideal tor novice or 

experienced user. See our dis(^ ad 

HOUSTON INSTRUMENT 

8500 Cameron Road 

Austin. TX 78753 

(512)835-0900 


HARDWARE 

POWER 

PROTECTION 


SPIKE SPIKER--THE SOLUTION 

Protects computers from voltage surg^ & EMI/ 
RFt conducted ime noise Helps prevent soft- 
ware 'gtoches.* unexplained memory toss, and 
eguipnient damage 120V. 15 AMPS Deluxe 
Power Console-479 95. Quad *—$59.95. Quad 
1-449 95. Mmi H-444 95. Mn l-$34 95. Ask 
lor tree literature VISA. M/C, AMEX accepted. 
KALGLO 

6564 Ruch Road, Dept 86 

Bethlehem. PA 18017 

(800) 523-9685 or (215) 637-0700 


RAMLOK 

Model 2506 provides 2S0W o( reliabto back up 
power using RAMlOK’s patented over/under 
voltage window tautt protection Ffteisspdiesand 
noise. Operation completely automatic Sealed 
battery/charger & meter provxle long service & 
rapid recharge Separate Irequency controHed 
inverter tor AC power $595 S00/1000W avail 
lAOCODEVaOPMENTCO 
PO 60x464 
Oiean. NY 14760 
716-372-0168 


HARDWARE 

PRINTERS 


LEADING EDGE* 8510 8PI 
THIS 120 cps dot malnx printer offers tOO%eM 
graphics printer emulation, 60 colwnns. 132 
compress^, high resolution graphics and fric- 
tion and tractor features standard. Supported by 
lull year warranty and national authorsed Lead- 
ing Edge Service Centers. 

LEADING EDGE PRODUCTS 
225 Turnpike St. 

Canton. MA 02021 
(800)3434833.(617)828-6150 

LEADING EDGE* 18 CPS LEHER 
QUALITY PRINTER 

THIS 18 cps daisy wheel printer has tuH word 
processing capabilities, is available in standard 
centronics paraHel or RS 232C. uses 100 char- 
acter daisy wheels with one touch load/unioad 
tealure Uses industry standard nbbons, bi- 
directional tractor option, single-bin sheet-eater 
option. Supported ^ fuM yev warranty and na- 
tional Autorized Leadmg Edge Service Centers 
LEADING EDGE PRODUCTS 
225 Turnpike St. 

Canton. MA 02021 
(800)34^4833,(617)8284150 

LEADING EDGE* 40 cps & 55cps 
LEnERQUAUTYPRINHRS 

A 40 cps letter quality printer and a 55 cps letter 
quality printer including tow prrrfile de^, in- 
dustry standard nbbons and print wheels, 
standard centronics paraRei or RS232C, and ex- 
tensive bwn-tn word processing functions. The 
printers are supported by a tul year warranty and 
national authorized Leading Edge Se^ice 
Centers. 

LEADING EDGE PRODUCTS 
225 Tixnpike St. 

Canton. MA 02021 
(800)3434833(617)8284150 


A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH 

Power Condttlon your PC with POWERUNC 
Voltage spikes or current surges randomly dis- 
rupt your PC monory and software causing er- 
rale fito and data errors, tntermiftern giffehes and 
systemtailure PCWERUNCremoi^ anxiety and 
frustration with a proteeSve. controHed power 
system. Ptug-in PC rehability with POWERUNC. 
POWERUNC INC 
106 NWitoKitRd, Suite 220 
Deerfield. L 60015 
(312)9404100 


HARDWARE 


STORAGE DEVICES 


FIXED/flEMDVABLE STORAGE 
5 Mb fixed/5 Mb removable 5V!i* ‘true* Win- 
chester disk with industiy std cartridge protnd- 
tng same access time, data rales and random 
access as fixed drive Adds mass storage, se- 
curity. data portabiMy. and back up to DOS 2.0 
ueSD-P. C6’/M46 system PC adaptor com- 
bines floppy, SASI and sehal port irrto 1/0 slot. 
MNC INTERNATIONAL 
511 11th Ave. South. Smle 429 
Minneapolis. MN 55415 
(612)3334303 

WINCHESTER SUBSYSTEMS 
Tallgrass Technologies offers a family of Win- 
chester HardFites and streaming tape by file 
backup tor the IBM PC With formatted capaci- 
ties from 6 2SM8 to 70Me. Tallgrass has a 
HardFde System to fit the most stringent of data 
processing appUcabons From $2995 xidudng 
integral tape backup 
STEVE VOLK/V.P MARKETING 
Tallgrass Technologies 
11667 West 90lh 
Overland Park. KS 66214 
(913)4924002 


MAILING LISTS 


IBM MAILING LISTS 

Over 75.000 names ol IBM personal computer 
owners (counts increase daily) avaiable tor rental 
on labels or magnetic tape Total 550.000 in- 
cluding other brands 
IRV6RECHNER 
TARGETED MARKETING. INC 
60x453 

Livingston. NJ 07039 
(201)7314382 

PROFILES OF STORES & USERS 
Cl can provide names & addresses of a) over 
2,450 retail computer stores suveyed via the 
telephone, b) new personal computer u$ers(i e . 
IBM. Apple, Osborn, etc.) Both can be tailored 
& used tor mailing lists, telemarkebng or direct 
sales Can (619) 450-1667 
COMPUTER INTELLIGENCE CORPORATION 
3344 North Torray Pine a 
La Jofla.CA 92037 


dBASEIIInENGLISHI 
Svhple-Logal-Easy to understarto Perhaps the 
finest com^ book ever written WM teach any 
novice to program m dSASE H. 234 pages tuH of 
great examples Written by a father $ son team 
who have decoded dBASE II Order your copy 
today. Dealer inquiry invited. Cal or send $29.95 
orMC/ViSAto: 

ENGLISH 1 COMPUTER TUTORIALS 
1617 North Troy SI.. Suite A. 

Chicago. H. 60647 
(312)489-1588. 
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PONY EXPRESS 

PrintsonlabelsItoSacrossorrnasterlistprint* 
out on 80 or 132 character wide paper. Also 
CHESHRE FORMAT Super fast 4 way sort. Urh 
limited hies. Mufti-rie merge. Record selection 
by unirnted user selection codes. I^^ 
list option. Correction and deletion routines for 
updating. Auto-repeat for ease of record entry. 
$169. 

COMPUTECH 
975 Forest 4we. 

Ukewood.NJOSTDI 

(201)364-3005 


PUBLICATIONS 

CATALOGS 


FREE DIRECTORY 

32 pages on top-quality software at mass-pro- 
duction prices, integrated accountino syst^ 
payroll, ultimate (tita base manager, advanced 
iTMVifory, mailing list, text formatter, and many 
more. Senda legal-sce, self-addressed, stamped 
37-cent envelope to; 

MICRO ARCHITECT RC. 

6 Great Pines Am. 

Birtngton.MA01803 

(617)273-5658 

IBM PC SOFTWARE GUIDE 

The largest and most comprehensive software 
directory available lor the IBM PC (1035 pages). 
Over 2()00 complete product descriptions in- 
cluding hardware and memory requirements, 
operating systems, and languages are cross 
reterencedinSSmaiorcategoriesandlSOsul)- 
caiegories. Cal or inal in your order now. $24.95 
plus shipping & handling. Contact us (o have 
your product listed. 

MKROffFORMATIQN PUBLISHING. INC 

15420 Eagle Creek Avenue 

Prior Lake. MN 55372 (612) 447-6959 or 1-800- 

328-7847 


PC BUYERS GUIDE 

THE INOEPENOENT GUCE TO PRODUCTS AND 
SERVICES FOR IBM Personal Computers. This 
master directory lists, describes, rates tor ease 
of use. and tels you about the latest in software, 
hardware, accessories, supplies, books, ser- 
vices, et al. Ewrything for you and your IBM PC. 
It even includes an Index of Computer Camps 
for both adults and children. From the publish- 
ers of PC. An ideal gtft at only $7.95 (+ $1 00 
shipping/handling) to U.& destinations: and 
$10.00 (-f $3.00 $/h). elsewhere. Residents of 
CA. CO, CT. K. FL lU MA. MO. NJ. NY. and VT. 
add applicabie sales tax. Checks or Ma$ter(^ 
or V1^ acceptable (with nutnber. apiation d!de 
and signature). U.S. funds only. Mail to; 

PC BUYERS GUlOe 

P.O.BOX555 

Moms Plains, NJ 07950 


dBASE II in ENGLISH I 

Simple-logical-Easy to undersold Perhaps the 
finest cornpuler book eMT wnlten. wa teach any 
novice to program in dBASE H. 234 pages fuH of 
gre^ examples. Written by a father & son team 
who have decoded dBASE I. Order your copy 
today. Dealer nquirY invited. Call or send $29.95 
orMC/VtSAto; 

ENGUSH 1 COMPUTER TUTORIALS 
1617 North Troy St.. Suite A, 

Chicago. IL 60647 
(312)469-1566. 

NOVELTY DFYDUR PC GONE? 

Unleash your PC! PC at Work newsletter helps 
you to uttize all your computer's potential. WHh 
summaries arxl buying recorrvnendations lor the 
lop office programs Spreadsheet, filing, finan- 
cial mod^, database, graphics and more. 
Busy users— stay up-to-date. U.S. Inquiries. 
FREEintonnation package; 

DELICIOUS REVIEWS. 0ept .PC2 
916-9lhAMnueS.W. 

Calgary, ABr2P1L8 
(403)233^ 

DYNAMIC DUO RETURNSI 

Two new disk magazines tor the IBM PC-PC 
FKMG UNE (for programmers) and PC UN- 
DERGROUND (for rKr-tech M) are avalable 2/ 
12/84. Send a setf-addressed stamped dbk 
mailer for your tree copies, or $6.00 and we wM 
provide the disks and pay postage. 
ABComputing 
PO. Box 5503 

North Hoffywood.CA 91616-5503 
(818)509-9002 


RETAILERS 


HAWAII 


COMPUTERLAND OF HAWAII 

IBM PC and a fuH line Of peripherals, software, 
and books. IBM authorized in-store and on-site 
service. Maintenance contracts and classes 
available. Cafl us for details. 

Stadium Mas (808)467-0030 
Kawaiahao Plaza (806)521-8002 
46-206 Kahuhipa SI. (808)247-6541 
Kaahumanu C^ter, Maui (806)871-9566 

MARYLAND 


PERSONAU2EO ATTENTION . . . 

especiaity for small busmesses & professionals. 
After evaluating YOUR needs we'l assemble the 
best system tor YOU. We offer on-site training, 
fast dekvery & service, the latest in incro knowl- 
edge & a complele line of software (as wel as 
customization). dBASE il data base manage- 
ment a spectaRy. Appointment suggested. 
ALPHA-TEXT LTD 
10905 Fort Washington Rd. 

Fort Washington, MO 20744 
(301 ) 246- 1 000 a (301 ) 292-7330 


MICHIGAN 


COMPUTERLAND 

IBM PC hardware, peripherals, software and 

books 6M authorized service center. Leasing 

available. Mon. 10-9. Tues-Fri. 10-7. Sat. 10-4. 

22000 Greater Mack Avenue 

St. Qair Shores. Ml 48060 

(313)772-6540 

3SB50 van Dyke 

Sterling Heights. Ml 48077 

(313)268-4400 


SOFTWARE 

ACCOUNTING 


SOLOMON III 
GENERAL LEDGER 

Suitable for brge and smaH businesses, banks 
and accounting firms. Unsurpassed in fleobil- 
ity, power and ease of use. Graphicafiy dis- 
play^ screens, user defined chart of accounts, 
reports, loimal and budgets. Consofida- 
tion of mutt-divisions (companies). autlH^ 
versing ard reorino transacfions, rate analy^ 
plus a complefe report generator $595 com- 
plete. Demo available. See ad this issue. 

Sokxnon 
Series 
SoKware 

ByTlB 

The Serious Accounting Software^ 

COMPUTECH GROUP INCORPORATED 
Lee Bfvd.. 80x271 
Frazer. RA 19355 
(215) SOLOMON or 644-3344 

CUSTOM PAYROU 

All systems support multiple pay categories, 
calculation of aH taxes, user-defined deduc- 
tions. excepbonal item handfing, a variety of 
necessary reports, paychecks and W-2 forms. 
Written in PC Basic with hi source irduded for 
easy maintenance. Prices start i $4(X).00 tor 
basic system and manual. 

DATASMfTH.MC. 

80x8036 

Shawnee Mission. KS 66206 
Phvir. #(913) 381-9116 

BONUS ACCOUNTING 

Doubte entry accounting tor managing money in 
you business or personal affairs. Sy^em pro- 
vides standard accounting reports plus budget 
report. Compound transactions are hiy sup- 
ported. Reviewed in Februaiy issue of PC Mag- 
azine. Menu driven software runs under PCOOS 
1.0-ZO with 64K & one disk drive. Onty $150 
complete. Documentation and demo dtokette 
$27.50. 

THE PROGRAMMING SHOP 
1l64UmbargerRd. 

San Jose, CA 95121 
(406)226-2157 



ENTREPRENEUR'S ACCOUNTANT 

Bookkeepxig System. Ideal tor smal emerging 
businesses. By MBA, CPK 13 programs. Fea- 
hjnng secuity. disk space irnrionng arto su^ 
stantial controls. Includes graphic displays, 
flexttle reporting, help module, excelerrt man- 
ual . Pries $275. Requires PCOOa BASiCM28K. 
2 drives. PC Monochrtm, PC prifiler aquiwaM 
PERSONAL SOFTWARE Ca 
PO. Box 776. 

Sait Lake City. Utah 8411(M}776. 
(801)948^. 

NON-PROFIT MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM 

totegrated. rnodutar system with GU budget^ 
accounting and job cosL utility bling, Kquu irv- 
ventory. fire managerW property activity. 
paytol/persanneL payable/puchasing. AR. park 
and rec. etc. Available tor PC/XT in COBOL A^ 
inquiries invited. Cal or ante Greg BaufieU tor 
brochure. 

Tele-Terminals 
7006 Northland Dr. 

Mmneapoks, MN 55428 
(612)536^063. 

ACCOUNTANTS SOFTWARE 

Fraly! A serfhivare souce tor the practicing ac- 
countant wfih programs designed especialy tor 
the professional practitioner. Tax Planner, 0^ 
precation. After-The-Fact P^frol. Form #1099 
Generator. Account Analysis and Client htor- 
mation System are just a tew of many. Call or 
sand tor ou comply catalog. 

OMNI SOFTWARE SYSTEMS. MC 
146 North Broad Street 
Griffith. IN 46319 
(219)924-3522 

HAI*UNEACCT,MANUFACTR 

Integrated system provktino: GL. AR, AP. inveg.. 
Sales Order Processing. lnv.BOM.SalesAftal- 
ysis Flekeeper, & Data Converter. Intertace to WP 
and productivity software. Postings generate 
unique audit reference tor control. Multi-lingual, 
system expartsion, proven flexibity, reference s 
avafiaUe. MS-OOS & XT compatible. From $495 
Holland Automation USA, Inc. 

340(H) W.MacArthuBM. 

Santa Ana. CA 92704 
(714)641-2844 


SOFTWARE 

BUSINESS 


BASICREPORT WRITER 

If you use/dewiop BASIC applications, KON- 
SCRFT pays tor Ksei on 1 St i^ of usel No more 
tedkxis reports to code. End-user designs re- 
ports in seconds by answering prompts. Han- 
dies random/seq. lies, any # of seieci criteria, 
flexble maing labels, so^ eto. Can stand 
alone a append to program.^ min. $195. 
KONNOTESYSTButS 
PO. BOX 17039 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213)384-4644 
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TIME ^COUNTING & BIUINO 

TABS is designed for use by professionats who 
bill on the basts of bme (attorneys, accoimtants. 
etc ). User-fnendly data entry and meniHirhien 
program selecbon makes TABS easy to under- 
stand and operate. STTs tun-feature software is 
currently in use by over 600 firms nabonwide. 
For details contact: 

SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY, INC 
620 No. 48th. Suite 120 
Lincoln. NE 68504 
(402)466-1997 

SOFTWARE/CONSTRUCnON 

Esbmating system. Creates estimates by divi- 
sion. subdivision. subooniracL cost item; al- 
lows overrides; many special fetiures. (1.295. 
Job cost system. Tracks labor, material, sub- 
contract costs; budget vs. actual by division; 
genertees 11 reports. S79S. Both systems S1.895. 
IBM/PC MS/0(^; Apple I. Trials available. 
SCRIPPS DATA SYSTEMS. MC 
9580 Black Mountain Road 
San Diego. CA 92126 
(619)695-1540 

POWERFUL BUSINESS SOFTWARE 

Integrated Order Entry, invoicing. Inventory 
Corteol, Accourte fteceivable. Sates Anaiyste 
on most MS DOS Compatibtes. incL history and 
forecasting graphics. rnteb-seteclM Maing Ust 
rnorhile. Call Planning and Commission State- 
ments. S69S. Complete Demo package sample 
data (50. Refuncteble or applicabte toward 
purchase. 

Distrkuted 
Computing 
Systems 


DISTRIBUTED COMPUTING SYSTEMS 
Martha and Randolph Ste.. P.O. Box 185 
Lombard. 1 60148 
(312)4954)121 

COOK'WARE 

COOK-WAF€ IS a astern Itf the instiubonal food 
service envtonmenl. It provides the capability 
to build, modify, print & update menus, perform 
nutritional analy^ of menus, re-cost menus & 
recipes, recalculate recipe ingredients and 
manage food inventory. HOWE: 128K. 2 Drives; 
Demo (29.95; (1795 system. 

COMPUTRAN SYSTEMS 1C. 

5150 SW Griffith Drive 
Beaverton. Oregon 97005 
(503) G4S^ 



AMWAY DISTRIBUTORS 

The VIANSOFT* System handtes PV bonuses. 
Transters. Returns, Back orders. Complete SA- 
13 -t- personal inventery. Whouse order based 
on your reorder levels. Wsate & Retail accounts. 
Iteuchers, SCO; Four sates tax areas: Easy ed- 
iting. Clearly written manual, more. Price (495.00. 
For intonnation & sampte output contact: 

VMN CORPORATION 
R.D. 1,60x36 
GWi Gardner. NJ 06826 
(201)537-4642 


UNDER $50 SOFTWARE 


• r«ne card & Job reporting 

(49 

• Personnel System... 

(49 

• Salesman Scheduling 

$35 

• Home budget 

(35 

•Advertising analysis 

(35 

• Name/Address mating 

$49 

• Book/Magazine Reference 

(49 

McCULLAR MICROCOMPUTING- 

-Send for 

intormation 


405 W. Collins. 


Denton. TX 76201 


{817)455-2598 



DESKTOP DEMOGRAPHICS 

MICROMARKETS R is a demographic and retail 
sales data base tor market researchers »id sates 
managers. Designed tor easy use with VisiCalc. 

1 -2-3 and other worksheet programs. Contains 
key market variables tor each state and the 200 
largest metro areas. Alter (99. Wnteorcaillor 
otff free brochure. 

ORRINGTON ECONOMICS. tNC 
RO. BOX 3756 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 
(703)527-5990 

THE SALES MANAGER" 

THE SALES MANAGER* is a professional man- 
agemertf Normaticin tool tor eecubves in sales, 
marketing and general business. The system Is 
irrtegraled and hanrSes the tracking and report- 
ing tor Customers, Prospects, Sales Represen- 
tatives. Quota, Commissions. Planning. 
Forecasting Expenses. Sales Analysis and Per- 
sonnel. THE Sl^ MANAGER* is designed to 
increase sates revenue by allowing the erecu- 
tive conbol of vital sates intoriTtation. THE SALES 
MANAGER* is easy to use, wel documented, 
flexibte. powerful and complete. Pricr (450. 
MARKET POWER. MC. 

11780 Rough and Ready Road 
Roughs Ready. CA 95975 
(916)432-1200 

FLEET ROUTING SOFTWARE 

TRUCKSTOPS* opttnizes tnick loading, stop 
setejendng, M size. Considers vehicie size and 
type, stop locations, times and quantities, time 
constraints, baddtauls. For a small fleet to as 
many as 500 and up to 2,000 stops. Runs on 
IBM PC. S/34, S/38. Apple 1. Re. n and TRS 80. 
Dernonstrabon disk ivailabte at (45. 

MICRO ANALYTICS. MC. 

OepLP 

8409 Hurt Valley Drive 
Vienna. VA 22180 


THE AHA EXPERIENCE 

PMS-H Protect Management and Schedule 
System. For managing any complex protect— 
R&O, construction, business planning. 2000+ 
events on crtocal path, bar charts. New version 
produces tnany extensive reports. Team up with 
RMS-I tor cac^ plarvwig arte load leveling. 
Also availabte is Soloinon Accounting based on 
MDBS, with job costing. 

AHA. INC. 

109 S. River St . PO. Box 8405 
Santa Cruz. 095061-8405 
(406)458-9119 

PC CASH REGISTER 

TURN YOtA PC inb a cash register with our easy 
to use point of sale soltware. 

FEATURES; Inventory, sales anatysis. credit 
control, customers base, commissions, etc. 
OPTIONS: cash drawer, purchase orders, mal 
tabete atto product Invoidng. 

2 versions ® (395 & (495. CaR tor details. 

CATA CONSULTING GROUP- 

DATA-EASY Software 

877 Bounty Or. «EE203 

Foster City, CA 94404 

(415)571-8100. 

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 
TELDff te a directofy program that stores ern- 
ptayee names, phora numbers, department 
names, and mail stops. TELDR provides rapid 
access to Ihe data arid is ideal tor operators, at- 
tendants. receptionists, mairoom persomeL 
personal uses, etc. RetiJires 129( memory and 
DOS ^0. (59.95. 

AMERK>N COMPUTBt CQMMUMCATIQN 
433 Airport BM.. Suite 310 
Burlingame. CA 94010 
(415)348-1956 

EXSELLTELEMARKEnNG SY8T. 
Tetemarkettng and sales support progran that 
toalures optional auto^lalng capaib% easy to 
use tickler system, foRow up report, data base 
management report and maAng list generation 
as wefl as instant access to customer data in- 
cluding contact order and quotation histortes. 
128K, 2 drives or XT (495. 
EXCAUBURSOURCEavC 
PO Box 467220 
Attanta.GA 30346 
(404)3954)306 

CHURCH SOFTWARE IN dBASE II 
CHURCH INFORMATION MANAGBVCNT sys- 
tem. ADAM I Is a modular software pack^ 
written In dBASE R by Melvjn Shel, a rationaRy 
known church consullant and former BM ex- 
ecutive. ADkM R is the most comprehen s ive, 
easy-to-use chirch software avaiabte R wl run 
on virtuaRy any microcomputer. For hi Infor- 
mation. caR tol tree or write. Deatar inquiries 
w ekiy ne 

OMEGA INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
P.O. Box 450125 
Atlanta. GA 30345 
(404)32B4)091 tol4ree 


CUSTOM PAYROa PROGRAM 

For srnaR businesses with 100 employees or less. 
52 weeks ol payroR. 64K IBM PC. Automatic 
federal and stale tax, FICA, heaRh insurance, etc. 
Handtes wages, s^aries. bps and other com- 
pensation; reports: check stubs. W2'$. W3’s. 
941 's. and year-tcHlate reports. Only (89.00. 30 
day rental (40.00. 

UTTLE'S INCOME TAX & BOOKKEEPING 
607 Upton Or. 

Newport News, VA 23602 
(804)874-7877 

COMPUCHURCH 

A comptete church adrninistrative system which 
can be adapted to ai denominations. Includes 
congregation, contrtwtion and financial rttan- 
agement. Systems successfully running in 
churches tor over 2 years! Cal today tar detailed 
intormation. Dealer inquiries invited 
MTS, Inc. 

312 Government PO Box 596 

Nic8vAe.a32S78 

{904)678-3328. 

TAX BUSINESS PACKAGE 

Mutbplan templates designed and used by CPA 
atton^. todudes interactive IRS 1040 income 
tax schedules; home or business double entry 
accounting astern; interactive financial state- 
mente rate) analysis; amorazabon schedule. Wry 
simple. Requires PC or compabbie. 64K. 
1 DO. Docurrwntabon included. Only (29.95. 
RAYMOND MCCAYJ.O.. cm 
1405 Calhoun St 
Cohntoia. SC 29201 
(803)779-5550 

TIME ACCOUNTANT 

TIME ACCOUNTANT is w essential time-keep- 
ing and management tool tor professionals. 
Functions include billing preview, invoicing and 
reporting by professional, cfient, protect vidac- 
Mi. Spec^ tormatted pocket calendar— bme 
she^ suppM. Requires 128K RAM. 2 double 
sided drives or Winchester. Telephone support 
30(teyrdum.S320. 

Time Accountant 
636WaverlySt 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
(415)328-7877. 

MYTEMYKE BUSINESS SYST 

COMMERCIAL GRADE INTEGflATEO PKG: 

• BUSINESS RACK. o/e. p/c. a/r, s/a. a/p, g/l. 

MV 

• MFG. CTRL; std cost, bom, oper rig, tasl-sched, 
mpp, mrp, sto. where userl, irmntory control, 
production codinQ. 

• PROTME: time and billing. 

tostaHabon and ongoing support available. CP/ 

M. PC DOS, MS DOS. UNIX. & others aval. 

MDS ASSOCIATES 

PO. Box 106 

OrchardPark. NY 14127 

(716)662-6621 


PC MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 21, 1984 


437 


BLUEBOOK 


VENTURE DEMO SYSTEM 

The VENTURE Financial Ptanning & Analysis 
System is rapidly becoming a populv business 
ptanning tool Rnd out why lor yourseH. Order 
the VOfruRE Oetno System today. For S15 you 
receive the VENTURE Diskettes (fii ^fstem wi^ 
limitod data entry), two sample models, plus a 
comprehenshie Tutorial Trairting Guide. 

V«SS ASSOCIATES. MC. 

127 lifehael Drive 
Red Bank, NJ 07701 
(201)530-9260 

LP88-UNEAR PflOGfUMMING 
A GENERAL-PURPOSE system tor solving linetf 
programs with up to 255 constraints and 2255 
variables. Featores rnetiu-driven inp^ 
output, display editing, double-precision arith^ 
rneUc. prirnal and dual soMions. serrsTtivity 
aralysis, storage problems and bases, re-start 
Irom a given basis, report generator. Required: 
128K, 1 disk ctove. priniler, DOS. Recommended: 
m hvd (V tfectronic dtok. Price: S88 tor LP88 
and user's guide. 

EASTERN SOFTWARE PRODUCTS, RC 
4804 Tarpon Lane 
Ataimtoa. VIA 22309 
(703)360-6942 

4 CAST/1 

Cornbines liriw series torecasting «rito crisp co^ 
graphics. Panel design lets you easily compute, 
gra^ and compare results oi decomposition, 
regression, smoothing a.o. methods. Develop 
your own model with general transtorm tune- 
lions. Unk to DIF and MULTIPLAN files. Plots on 
H^47xA and graphics printer. $725.00. U.S. 
Inrijiries. 

HEURK COMPUTER PRODUCTS 
RO. Box 9227. Morristown, NJ 07960 
3653 Logmoss Cr.. Mississauga. OnL L4X 3T1 
US: (201) 267-2B06. Canada: (416) 6264177 


SOFTWARE 

BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 


SOFTWARE AUTHORS 

If you have a first rate program that runs on the 
BM PC we can help you find the right publisher. 
Wb provide services simitor to those of fiterary 
agents. nJudtog assistance to fine tuni^ your 
product locatirg a pubisher and negobattog you^ 
contract Cal or write tor details. 

OOUGUS & SONS SOFTWARE AGENCY 
10 Frederick Aifenue 
Neptune. NJ 07753 
(201)922-9656 


WE WANT YOUR SOFTWARE! 

SOFTWARE DiSTRfiUTION COMPANY needs 
products tor its upcoming catalog. We need 
business, home management, games, and ed- 
ucational programs tor the BM PC and rc jr. 
We pay competitive royalties and provide de- 
sign. saies, and mark^ support. Write tor 
details, or send brief proposal (in strict confi- 
derree) to: 

SOFTWARE EXPRESS 
RO. Box 3287 
McLean. VA 22103 
(703)352-0367 


SOFTWARE 

BUSINESS 

PROJECT 

MANAGEMENT 


MicroPERT*0 

Project scheduling for BM PC, XT and Compaq. 
DOS 1.1 or 2.0 Txne-scaied Network Diag^ 
and Ganti chvts to monochrome display, cotar 
nxntor (X printer. Up to 220 activities per proj- 
ect Fiexibie calendar. Extensive manual with 
samples. Easy to use. New Version 2 has many 
enhancements. Pricr $200.00-^30.00 
SHEPRARO SOFTWARE COMPANY 
4750 Clough Creek Road 
Redding. CA 96002 
Phone:(916)222-1553 


SOFTWARE 

COMMUNICATIONS 


RELAY 

Compare and try RELAY. We think you'll buy 
It. HELP Key. Send/Receive files simultane- 
ously. send spreadsheets PC to PC with 
complete error checking. Full-screen Editor, 
Up and Down-load, APL keyboard. Works to 
9600 baud, saves phone numbers, supports 
Hayes. Don't underestimate RELAY because 
it's $149. 

VM PERSONAL COMPUTING 
60 East 42nd Street 
New York, NY 10165 
(212)697-4747 

REMOTE ACCESS 

Have complete use and control of an unat- 
tended IBM-PC. Develop and run programs, 
transfer binary or ASCII tiles, etc. Password 
protection and full simulalion of the IBM 
keyboard. Full screen support for most ter- 
minals. $69. Write for info. VISA/MC. 
CUSTOM SOFTWARE 
P.O. Box 1005 
Bedford. TX 76021 
(817) 282-7553 


NEWI OMNITERM FOR IBM PC 

Communicate with any remote system us- 
ing any modem. Complete translation ta- 
bles, definable echo/line feed, line & screen 
editing, scroll back, fHe transfer including 
XMODEM, single-key macros, auto dial/tog- 
on, VT100 & more. Sounds & color give 
feedback. Keyboard overlay, on-line help, 
complete documentation. Free telephone 
support. See OMNITERM 1 reviews. SMS. 
Lindbergh Systems, Inc. 

49 Beechmoni St. 

Worcester. MA 01609 

EMUUTE HP TERMINALS 

VOTE 2 TURNS YOUR IBM PC OR PXT into 
an HP2624, HP2646 or VT52 terminal. VOTE 
2 has a general purpose file transfer system 
that requires no special programming on the 
host computer to transfer ASCII text tiles. 
VOTE 2 supports KP%24 btock mode and a 
subset of HP2648 vector graphics. Free 
brochure. 

INNER LOOP SOFTWARE 
5456 McConnell Avenue, Suite 120 
Los Angeles. CA 90066 
(213)822-2800 

UNIVERSAL FILE MOVER 

FILE MOVER transfers any type of files be- 
tween two computers-even If they use dlf- 
ferenl operating systems! Available for CP/ 
M. CP/M-86 and PC-OOS. for IBM PC, 
Rainbow, Osborne and most other CP/M 
computers. $99.95 (tor two computers) -f $8 
(or shipping. Specif computers, o/s's and 
disk formats. Visa accepted. 
ELEKTROKONSUITA/S. INC. 

P.O. Box 846 
N-3001 

Orammen, Norway 
47 3 83 15 00 


1-2-3 A VISICALC LOADER 

LOADER converts text data downloaded from 
mainframes directly into 1-2-3 or VisICalc. 
Handles mixed text and values without spe- 
cial formatting or programming. Now you can 
move your mainframe database into 1-2-3 
or Visible & DBase-11 using just Loader and 
your terminal program. $95. 

MICRO DECISION SYSTEMS 
Box 1392 

Pittsburgh. PA 15219 
(412)276-2387 


SOFTWARE 

COMPILER 


C86-‘C- FOR PROFESSIONALS 

*C' brings great power, control and con- 
ciseness to programming. 086 brings FULL 
UNIX syntax (portability), source to a rich 
library (gives you control), no royalties, 
PCDOS & CPM-86 support, and overlays. 
Ask a friend— we are ahead. HoWne sup- 
port is solid. $395. Call your dealer or Cl. 
COMPUTER INNOVATIONS. INC. 

10 Mechanic Street, Suite J-109 
Red Bank. NJ 07701 
(201)530-0995 


De$metC-$109 

Ful K & R C Compiler, assembler, linker. Itorar- 
Ian, ML-screen editor and exaritoto solhm Both 
80B7 and floating point Araries. Rtoed 1 St or 2nd 
in B/83 BYTE Benchmarks. Newsletter. No roy- 
atoes on generated code. Unfimited updates $20/ 
each. PC/MS DOS and CP/M-86. $109. 
C-WARE 

1607 New Bmnswick Am 
S unnyvale CA 94067 
(40e)73&4905. 


SOFTWARE 

DATA 

MANAGEMENT 

PC POWER AND FLEXIBILITY 

Fas-Fie: An easy to use. Menu-driven fie sys- 
tem. Features include M-in-iorm inpuL auio- 
iTtetic disc torrnattlng and custom farms, records 
and reports. Powerful searches can be made 
using up to 100 k^ worils per record or any cither 
record data. Come with (uN tutorial and refer- 
ence guide. $145.00. 



svsmiB 


GRYPHON SYSTEMS 
922 Grange Hal Rd. 

Cardff by the Sea, CA 92007 
(619)436-1455 

FORM MANAGER 

COMBWES data entry, data base farms pro- 
cessing, and spreadsheets. Design forms on 
screen. Use them tor data entry retrieval & cal- 
culalions. Does data entry validation. Report 
vwlter sorts any 3 fields, ntits labels, reports, 
based on your own criteria. Handtesupto32.- 
767 records. $195. Demo dlsk-415.00. 

BIT SOFTWARE 
P.O.Bax619 
Milpitas. CA 95035 
(406)262-1054 

THE DATA FILER 

Hw perfect Hsl manager tor form letters, labels. 
Invoices, checks, dient/prospect records, appt. 
& calendar lunettons 4- touch rnore. Full flexibil- 
ity w/report & screen tarmats; math capabity. 

easy to use: rnenu driven. Many other ad- 
vanced edtong & file handng features, kite- 
grate w/many WP prograrm VISA/MC $195. 
fABS Software 
12729 Ni.Hassalo St. 

Portland. OR 97230 
(503)2544130 
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T.I.M. Ill 

A data base management system that gener- 
ates and summanzes tiles, mailing ksts. and 
empidyee records Thedatacanbeaccessedand 
searcbed m a number ot ways TI M provides 
help screens and function legends as user 
avts. Capacities include 32.767 records per fde. 
40 fields per record. 60 char/fieid (Ust Price 
$500.) 

INNOVATtVE SOFTWARE. INC 
9300 W noth SI. #380 
CNerland Park. KS 66210 
(913)888^154 


RELATIONAL DATA BASE SYSTEM 

REVELATION turns your IBM PC into a data base 
machme It you know about the PICK OS you 
know all about REVELATION Maximum record 
size to 64K Files can have n records Address- 
able storage to 2.4 biion bytes Engitstviike 
query language. User detmed menus, screens, 
repo^ Interlaces to 1 -2-3. WinSstar.MuIhrTiate 
CYPHER 
121 Second St. 

San Francisco. CA 94105 
(415)974-5297 


K-MANOOESITALL! 

Only KNOWLEDGE MAN gives you DATABASE. 
QUERY LANGUAGE, and SPREADSHEET in one 
easy package Hie DATABASE starts where 
dBase leaves oft The QUERY LANQJAGE is 
Engish it other packages have run out ot steam. 
GET KNOWUDGE MAN NOW tor only $350 4- 
$10 U.& shtppno. FL add 5%. MC/VISA 
accepted 

GOLNtCK-McKAY-i- ASSOC 
2817 E. Oakland Park Btvd 
Fl.Uuderdate.Fl33306 
1-800-527-8320 
1-305-563-5000 


PEOPLE BASE MANAGEMENT 

• Used by dubs, chanties: travel, daimg place- 
ment; insurance agenoes. drect mail, lurid 
raising, subscription lists 

• Simple to use. no programming required 

• Tracks user-defined "people" data, dollars, 
dates and notes/comments Word processaig 

• Sort, select, key word search, merge, prni ta- 
bets. letters, envelopes, telephone lisL 

• Mailmerge' compaltile 

• Only $3% U S. Inquaies. See your nearest 
dealer or call 

MEDIAMATICS SYSTEMS LIMITED 

ISOMalcvnRd. 

Guelph, Ontano, Canada N1 K 181 

(519)836-9201 


ResQ— THE ULTIMATE DBMS 
The only system that lets you design and create 
your o«wi forms and reports ri;^ on screen' ResQ 
caicuiates. reads, searches, sorts taster than 
other systems tested, interfaces w/word pro- 
cessing programs Plain English manual, help 
screens, password prolecUon 32.767 records per 
file. 60 fieids per record. 80 char, per field. 
$39500 

KEY SOFTWARE. INC 
2350 E. Devon Ave. Suite 138 
DesPbines.lL 60016 
(312)296-3610 


SOFTWARE 


DEVELOPMENT 

TOOLS 


SCREEN MANAGER/PASCAL 
Fnencty screen pamlmg editor supports fun 
screen & FK definition tor high quaMy xrierac- 
tne Pascal AppkcatKms Your program uses 
record le\«l SM tuncbons. SM manages kb n- 
puL data mappng/ctvtversnn. help screens. 40/ 
80/cotor/monoindepend^ $89 DemcKOoc 
$29. CA add 6 5% CaR/write lor mlo 
KT SYSTEMS 
6550 Crystal Springs Dr 
San Jose. CA 95120 
(408)997-6138 

BASIC C'' 

BASIC PROGRAMMERS-USE YOUR BASIC 
SKILLS INC BASIC (r* IS a software devetop- 
menl system speoficatty designed to help you 
move BAS^ to C It nciudes a C cornpiltt. 
tiA screen edrtv and the BASIC C* ktkary iNtic^ 
cortains aimost al the tuncOons found ft BASIC 
Call anytime toll free 1 (800) 821 -7700 ext. 303 
C-SOURCE 
12801 Frost Road 
Kansas Crty. MO 64138 
1(800) 821-7700 ert 303 

PASCAL AND C TOOLS 
TCIOLSinciudes tu> stnng use, screen handtoig. 
graphics, and a genera! BKS gale TOOLS2 
supports al DOS 2.0 tonctions, includmg pro- 
gram chaining VIEW MANAGER screens are 
painted with a Screen Painter wi stored *\ the 
Screen Database Source code is provided 
TOOLS $125. T001S2 $100. VIEW MANAGER 
$275 

BLAISE COMPUTING. MC 
1609 Acton Street 
Berkeley. CA 94702 
(415)524-6603 

CAOSAM BASIC B-TREE$95 

Call Of write tor FREE DEMO. B4ree keyed Me 

accesssystem Supplied as BASIC subroutines 

Use vtlerpreted and/or compiled No royalty 

charge Have 5 data Mes and 10 index Mes open 

sanultanaousiy Files are never sorted. Each key 

IS inserted n correct place Random search tune 

approx. 1 second 

Price $95 

CAOS.INC 

PO Box 17304 

Greenvite. SC 29606 

(803)277-0650 


ACTIVE TRACE 

A debugger & leamtog tool that leto you see how 
your base program works As your program runs. 
Acine Trace shows you your vartobles & thee 
current value & kne number (Dynamc Sym- 
boic Debugger) Ompui to screen pnmer or dsk. 
No need to single step Complete Xl^ map- 
ping. review n BYTE 4/83 p. 334. & Mcrocom- 
pubng 12/S3. p. 22. $79 % Cal tol tree for mlo 
(800) 356-9120. US. (800)862-4948. CA 
AWARECO 
RO BOX 695 
Gualaia.CA 95445 
(707)884-4019 


C LIBRARY 

"THE GREENIiAF FUNaWNS’-over 200 
routines tor CI-C86 LaOice. ot Mcrosod (X in- 
cludes DOS 2.0 string, pmter. cotar text, graph- 
cs. video, luncbon keys, lots more Mtti 180 page 
manual, examples, source code, demos ^wc- 
iycompder/ve^ $175.Chec^MCS^ THE 
MOST EXTENSIVE C UenARY ANYWHERE 
Greenleat Software 
2101 HeknryOr 
CarroItton.TX 75006 
(214)446-8641 

PASCAL/FORTRAN ROUTINES 
Perform Stnng Manipulation Transition and 
parsmg Conv^ numbers and dates behveen 
VARIOUS formats Numenc editing (smlar to 
AI6I '74 COBOL) Access the command line like 
MS-UB OR MS-UNK C/U.LABLE Irom Pascal. 
Fortran or any language that uses Mcosoft^ 
MS-SYSTEMARCHITECTURE $4995Pr8paid 
COMPUTER THAUMATURGY. NC 
1212 MomiVUtoy Tower 
40 West 4th SL 
Dayton. OH 45402 
(513)229^71 


SOFTWARE 


EDUCATIONAL 


TEST ANALYSIS PROGRAM 
For use by educators to schools or mdusiry who 
must correct multiple choice tests inpiA vta 
Mountain Computor Card Reader or SCAN- 
TFX)N 1200 Data Termnat Generates 5 reports, 
eidivtoual responses by student; disthbubon 
mean ^ and so forth number ol responses per 
choice per item. deUutod item analysis and ob- 
jective mastery report. Pnee $125 
BERTAMX 
3647 Stone way 
Nvth Seattle. WA 96 103 
(206)547-4056 


SCHOOL INFORMATION SYSTEM 
A comprehensive systom tor pubhc & private, 
etornentafy or secoridary sctxxils For the IBM- 
PC or XT Modt^ metode schedufmg. aca- 
demic records, behavioral records, demograph- 
cs. calendar, test anaiyss. admssons. outreach 
& finance Desfoned by adminetratoi DeMi- 
oped by computer professionals Over 200 
r^s. 

INTERNATIONAL SOFTWARE SaUTIONS 
335SL0ioxRd SurteTSO 
Atlanta. GA 30326 
(4(H) 233-1519 

COMPUTER APTITUDE TEST 
This test presents «ght exercises that test your 
abifety to thrik togKaly The thought process you 
go through to soNe these exercises is simriar to 
the process you would use to devetop sections 
ol computer programs. Therefore, your abity to 
solve these enretses wouM be a good indcalcir 
of your ability to understand or even to vwite 
coTTfolex computer programs Reqjves 64K. 1 
disk DCiS $39 95 Sand check or money 
ordeiio 

TRKWTA CORPORATION. 

3057 CoBege Heights etvd.. 

Aientown, PA 18104 (215) 820-9577 

SpeedRead-f 

Read faster and more dhcientty m |ust 15 min- 
utes a day* Easy to operate. SpeedRead «- Ms 
you set your o«im pace from 5 to 5000 iwrds per 
minute and seied from rnultpte trammg modes 
Excetent reviews n Creative CompuBng and 
IntoWorld. Apple and Atari-$64 95/lBM- 
$7995 Ask your dealer or cal 
INETCORP 
536 Weddell Drive 
Sunnyvaie.CA 94066 
(406)734-0311 

MR. MATH 

TIvee programs (ARITHMATIC MONEY. FRAC- 
TIONS) tutor basic math skAs Each program 
features four dtovent games, optional siep^iy- 
step tutorng, annotated step-by-step solu- 
tions AR answers worked out deectty on the 
screen— no panel or paper needed* Itoq 1 DO. 
64K. $34 95 ea. 2 tor $65. all 3for $90 
TEAM COMPUTER SERVICES 
PO 00x725 

New Providence. NJ 07974 
(201)6630923 


SOFTWARE 


8087 


8087 MATH PACKAGE 
Increese math pertormaice (2x to t80«) and get 
more accurate results (18 precston) with 
our 8067 Math Paefoge for the mK. k>- 
ciuded are an easy to instal 8087 Numeric Pro- 
cessor chfo with latest 8068 toduded too and 
easy to use interlace kbraries (with source code) 
tor the IBM RASCAL CoiTtpifer IBM Fortran Corn- 
pier and the I8M MACRO Assembler. $325 
HAUPPAUGE COMPUTER WORKS. NC 
358 Veterans Memorat Highway. Suite MSI 
CommactoNY. 11725 
(516)360-3827 
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SOFTWARE 


ENGINEERING 


TECHNICAL SOFTVMRe 

setoctton Of ongneerinB 

Heal & Mass Row. structural. StatisUcai Anal- 
ysis arid rnuch rrm. MicnxxNnputar programs 
tor Mechanicai. Chemicat. Civil. Gacbtai Engi- 
neers. Architects. Scientists. Contractors. Send 
tor detailed catalog-include S2.W for postage 
andhandltog. 

TECHMCAL SOFTWARE MC 
3961 Lancaster Rd.,#lOt 
Cleveland. OH 44121 

nPR04010 

TEPRO 4010. a software pacloge, permits the 
IBM PC owner with graphics arto cornmunica- 
tion capability to emulate the TEKTRONIX 4010 
terminal. It offers alphanumeric, graphics, file 
transfer, and hard copy when connected to a host 
systom. Price: $400. Also ConsuKants. CUS- 
TMMZEO SOFTWARE. For further information 
caH: 

TECHNOLOGICAL SYSTEMS GROUP 
3852 Foxtord Drive 
Atlanta. GA 30340 
(404)939-3526 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 

CMI Engineering programs tor the IBM-PC. Sin- 
gle copy $37 per program. Reqjire DOS & 128K. 
Earthwork w/superetovabon. Roadway Aiign- 
ment. Coordinate Geometry w/traverse adjust- 
ment. Water Distribution Analysis. Continuous 
Beam Analysis w/vahable X-sect. Pressure 
Sewer Anah^. Surveying Package. 
SYSTEK.INa 
P.O. Box 6234 
Miss. State. MS 39762 
(601)32^6905 

PROCESS ENGINEERING 

16 menu selected programs for equipment se- 
lection and evaluation, fluid flow, heat transfer. 
FrienOy format Includes sin(^ screen input/ 
output torm. orvine heto. unit conversion and 
error trapping. Copy results to printer or disK. 
Save/recall inpuL Complete documentation, 
send tor brocfue. 

Engineering Software, toe. 

2000 Washington a 
Wbminglon. 0619602 
(302)571-9575 

ENGINEERING PROGRAMS 

PSI is the foremost producer of serious engi- 
neering applications tor the PC. PAKS available 
handle chemical, mechanical, civil and power 
design & analy^ problems. Our catalog Is 
IpNing dtfy. Cal or write for your free copy. See 
review PC Magazine. Nov 19^. page 567. 
PSI/SYSTEMS 
Research ParKP.0. Box 3100 
Andover. MA 01810 
(617)475-9030 


PETROLEUM ENGINEERING 

SOFFW is a sofivvare pubisher with a wide range 
of petroleum enginefftog/economics software 
avaiiabie tor MS-DOS. PC-DOS. or C/PM com- 
patible computers. Programs Inciude: economic 
analysis, log analysis, Homer build-up plots, 
hydriica^ properties, and interactive reserve 
calcutations. We supply software or complete 
turnkey systems. H you are author of engi- 
neertog software we would ite to hear from you 
too. 



Boffin, toe. 

7557 Rambler Road. Suite 1050 
Dallas, TX 75231 
(214)890-7016. 

STRUCTURAL DESIGN 

Quick, versatile, interactive structural pro- 
grarns—bearns. cohjtrins & trarnes of any rna- 
lerial efficiently analyzed & designed. Extremety 
friendly input & output with opbonai COLOR 
graphics. Spec^ PC configuration and send $25 
tor demonstration disk to: 
c^b^software design 
763 27th /Wenue 
San Francisco. CA 941 21 
(415)751-1337 

STATISTICAL QUAUTY CONTROL 
PACKAGE 

• XBAR-fl charts wP-Charts •C-Charts*U- 
Charts • Cause and effect efiagrams • Histo- 
grams • Basic Stetisbcs • Frequancy distrt)u- 
tion • PARETO Charts • MenuHlrMn • TiXorial 

• Convpiete docufTwitition • Sarnple probtetns 

• High resolution graphics vxl printer output • 
Also available tor Apple* SQC-Pack$38S. 
CULVERIN CORPORATION 

245 West Elmwood Dr. 

Dayton, OH 45459 

(513) 435-2335 or 1 (800)547-1565 


SOFTWARE 

HLE 

MANAGEMENT 

CATalog* DISKEHE/UBRARIAN 

A NECESSARY organizational tool. EASY and 
TIME SAVING. ADO, DELETE, EDIT. UPCATE, 
LIST volumes on screen, printer, or disk file in 
several formats. Supports user comments on 
volumes and files. Maintains up to 150 voiurnes 
on one 320lto (fisk. vm run from Hard Disk. Req: 
aN DOS 2.0. VISA. M/C MO. CHECK, COO. Only 
$34.95. 

MuNiPro 
P.O. Box 342 
Saline, Ml 46176 
(313)429-2344 


dBASEIIAPPUCATIONS 

dBCTTATIONS. Scholar/writer tool. Stores fool- 
notes, author’s worktog notes and bibliography 
entries. Random search and disptay. Merges to 
wordprocessor, $75. X-CHECKER. attorneys 
and negottators. Displays interconnections of 
contract slides. $125. For dBASE R. 2J or 2.4. 
OOSorCP/M-86. 

TASK THMK WORKSHOPS. INC. 

RQ Box 2363^ 

Kalamazoo. Ml 49003 
(616)343-2363 


SOFTWARE 

FINANCIAL 


FINANCIER. INC. 

PERSONAL SERIES-A complete inlegrated 
state-of-the-art data system tor bank account, 
credR card, budget and tax record keeptog. Also 
toduded. properly inventory and check pririling 
with one data an^. TAX SEMES— Perform tax 
analysis with pre^matted spreadsheet and 
grteihics. Cornpute 1962, 'S3, '84 taxes. On 
screen help. Fii use of function keys, totertaces 
with personal series. 


FINANCIER. MC 
2400 Computer Dr.. Box 670 
Westboro.MA 01561 
(617)36&69S0 

BANCLOAN 

Dedsion support software for the b artongcom^ 
munNy. Computes commercial and installmant 
bans, automatically caicutates fees and insur- 
ance. and prints aM loan documents. Forms 
generator allows using your own forms. Re- 
quires CM PC 128K. 2 drives. $1,295. 
BANCSOFT SOFTWARE 
PO Box 17850 
Salt Lake City, UT 64117 
(801)486-8746 

SOFTWARE tut MCKAGES 

1962 individual tax program tor extensions and 

1963 interview sheets. $100. 1963 Federal tax 
program. $500 ($iro/each per state avaiiabie). 
1963 Federal and avaiiabie Slate tax planner, 
$ 200 . 

PENCl PUSHERS UMTECNC 
Dept. PC. 25 South Greeley Avenue 
Chappaqua, NY 10514 
(914)238-9600 

INVESTWARE- 

Gives Investment managers a comprehensive 
method tor accumdattog, preparing. & present- 
ing porttoRo itotormation to dienis and man- 
ageiwit in an organized & Qrnely rnanner so he/ 
she is rnore effidenl & dfective in completing 
investment management tasks. User friendly. 
Single User-SaOO; kiMstmeni Managers $1500- 
$2000. both w/comm. 

NEMS 

345 Whitney Avenue 
New Haven, CT 06511 
(203)787-3452 


THE ORGANIZER 

A hsl organizer, provides a photographic busi- 
ness memory of dents, prospects, noing ists, 
arto assodatod office ting procedures. Fleidble 
visualinquirYandprintedlistsitothacoinbina- 
tlon of 13 search and 8 sort parameters. No file 
definition required. Requires IBM PC 96K, 2 
drives. $129.00. 

BANSCOFT SOFTWARE 
PO 80x17850 
Salt Lake City. UT 84117 
(801)486-8746 

THE HNANCIAL COUNSELOR” 

^ the 0M PC Provides a comprehen si re 
analysis of yoa pereond Itoandal condNion and 
devetopsaneasNy-accessed.up-kHteteltoin' 
dafdatabaseanddocumentaliontoruseint- 
nandal planning strategies, todudes financiaL 
net worth and budget statements, piaming 
worksheets, accoutfng journals, Morrr^ 
aiWce. glossary, bibiography & docurnantation 
binder. For brochure & details contact: 
RMNOAL COUNSELMG PROGRAMS MC 
1830 Arch Street 
Berkeley. CA 94709 
(415)644^3699 

NCTWOHTH- 

Free sampte reports arto desoiplve brochure wl 
let you decide tor yourself how this comprehen- 
sive program vWI iel you keep abreast of your 
investments, assets and liabities. Secifity 
tracking and graphics cipabity are also atnong 
its many features. For the IBM PC Runs on 64K 
or128K.$295. 

BULLISH INVESTMENT SOFTWARE* 

P.O. Box 853 
MansMd,TX 76063 
(800)433-3605.(817)473-9249 

IMPACT DECISION SUPPORT 

IMPIACT to a powerfd tool designed tor business 
peopte and used to perform fjnandai planning, 
reporting, modeling, and analysis. AvaRabte tor 
micro to tnainfraiTW, MMCT provides the next 
generation of power arto sophisti ca t i on a^ 
and beyond the spread sheets. Features in- 
clude: consolidation and rolups. menu design, 
fufl screen edking. corrmand its. whal-tf, goal 
seeking, comparatire analysis, simultaneous 
equatiorB. txfiirtess and torecasting kfcttans, 
flextoto report writer, and so much more. Free in- 
tormahonldt on request. 

MDCR.MC 
TBOKwaylB 
E.tevjnswick.NJ 06616 
(201)257-5700. 

COMMERCIAL CREDIT ANALYSIS 

CLDS to a tool used by credN analysts and foan 
officers to help improve the quiMy of analysis 
arto batter quandly lending risk. R to rnerw driven 
and gener^ common-sized statements, ra- 
tios, funds flow, projections and graphs. Deaf- 
ers with banking contacts being sought tor 
(kstribution. 

BAKER HIL&CO. 

PO. Box 4065 
Englewood, CO 80155 
(303)626-9609 
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1-2-3/VCFORMULEA PRINT 
OocuCtic is used by CWs and tnanaai ana- 
rysts to revww con^ models during devel- 
opment Gnd anangement shows equations n 
correct posibon without truncation All global 
(Mals. ranges, graphs etc. pmled. Shows blank 
cells which take space in rnodel and (giERR cells 
$95 

MICRO DECISION SYSTEMS 
Box 1392 

Pittsburgh. PA 15219 
(412)27&.2387 


PERMANENT PORTFOLIO 
ANALYZER 

FOR THE LONG-TERM INVESTOR Designs, 
analyzes and tracks a ' permartent" porttoM th^^ 
is balanced ior the loi^ term, otienng capital 
preservation and appreciation, no matte what 
course the economy takes Apple and IBM PC 
$295 Tutonai on long-term investing also avaH- 
3bieloriUSl$2S MC/V1SA. 

C.R. HUNTER & ASSOC. INC 
1527 Northwood Or 
Cincinnati. OH 45237 


SOFTWARE 


GAMES 


YOUR OWN STARSHIP 

Star date 2653.7— You lock course lor Starbase 

4. 12 miured. energy down to 547 Suddenly. 

you're traclored to quadram 8/1 A Klingon 

command ship appears, opening fire SOS to 

Starfieet. is rt in bme? STARSHIP CHAUENGE. 

a game of strategy & tactcs. uses Artitictal In- 

leKgence response algorithms $34 95VtSA/MC 

15 day fua money back guarantee DOS. 64K. 

monocttfome or color 

MICKLYN DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 

3613 Arxtover Drive 

Bedlord.TX 76021 

(817)571-5714 


Cheapware' 

POKER up to 7 players can pariictpate in 3 dil- 
lerenl games ol DRAW POKER Play tor points 
to beat your highest scaes; play agamsi the 
dealer tor most wins, play against each other tor 
tun or money Program comes on diskene in un- 
protected BASIC Requires DOS 1.1 & color 
adapter Price $17^ MOres addSi tax 
Robert L Ncdiai 
4038N Ninth St. 

St Louis. Missoun 63147 


SFINKS PC CHESS PROGRAM 

The number 1. USCF rated 1793, chess game 
tor the TRS-80 IS now available tor your IBM PC. 
Featuring problem mode, audio, opening book, 
lakeback. save game, ctoc^ printer, hmts, su- 
perior o^/monochrome graphics. SFINKS PC 
is unsurpassed' 64K disk, only $49 95 ptus $2 
S+H MC or VISA. FL residents + 5% tax 
Wiliam ftok 

Suite 24-6. 1105N Mam St. 

Gainesville. FL 32601 
(904)377-4847 


PROFESSIONAL 21 TUTOR 
FR&tOLY64K program deals 21 Begmersand 
professional card counters get tast teedback on 
play lesuRsandimsiakes Grves tests. HELP & 
tables ALSO A REAMBLE (I) book with new ups 
and Ideas Program $60 Book $20 Or send $2 
tor catalog with delate on aR BLACKJACK prod- 
ucts and credentials. PC, Apple & TRS 
OAVK) EMANUEL 
4560 Fremont Lane 
Plano. TX 75075 
(214)867-5072 

GUNBOATS ADVENTURE 
ENJOY HOURS ON end ot tun and adventure as 
you seek out and destroy the en«Tfy fleet ol sh^is. 
But beware, tor every missile that you send 
wtistlng across the computer screen you get one 
back. Wastes little time m stnlong you once rt 
scoiesahit $16 50 48K monochrome or color 
display 

WINSLOW SOFTWARE 
5465 Candle Wood Circle. Surte B 
Anahexn.CA 92807 
(714)779-2584 

BACKGAMMON 

Our popular Backgam 1 * lets you challenge the 
computer to a great game backgammon 
whether beginner or adranced GameaUowstor 
several ditterent levels ot abihty Improve skits 
a )ust have ton For IBM PC. XT. Compaq, or 
compatible Send$3995Check.MO.V)SA/MC 
or caD tor dealer near you Requires 64K. any 
version DOS. 80 col monochrome or color disp. 
Sears Electronics Inc 
TmeH Hill 

Gottstown.NH 03045 


SOFTWARE 


GAMES— 

EDUCATIONAL 


NAVSIM-AREALSIMFROMTCA 

Rcto-playing war gaming m a tactical and stra- 
tegic simulation You are the task force com- 
mander whose mission is lo seek out the enemy 
anddestroyhim Assume command of the USS 
ESSEX and her escorts in the Western Paalicol 
1944 ldd.64k.A8ASlC.andmonodtsplay.No 
locksoncode $25tlat(top) 

TCAREALSIMS 
1773 Wainwnght Orwe 
Res(on.VA 22090 
(703)471-6325 


SOFTWARE 


GENERAL 


PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE 
Our users group library diskettes are now avail- 
abie lo all PC users They're loaded with useful 
and mterestmg games, utilities, etc. Send $10 
plus $2 shipping &handhng tor Volume 1 and 
DiTBctory tislmg ot other voluiTies. 

CENTRAL CALIFORNU USERS GROUP 
PO 80x8140 
Santa Cruz. CA 95061 


DYNACOMP PC SOFTWARE 

SOFTWARE tor aR applications business, sa- 
ence. engmeenng. statistics, educatun. pv- 
sonai finance, slocks/bonds. utrtrties. games, 
adventure Largest seiecbon available Also. SS/ 
DO diskettesw/hub rings $26 95/box ol 10. In- 
cludes FREE plastic storage box Wnte tor FREE 
112 page catalog 
DYNACOMP 
1427 Monroe Avenue 
Rochester. NY 14618 
(716)442-8960 

VIDEO TAPE TRACKER 
This ready-lo-fun program is juti what you need 
to manage your video Rxary I stores up to 1.500 
ittles/hie, pmts numbered labels, tsis in tapeoi 
title sequence, searches by lape/title/per- 
former, andisverylastandeasytouse Needs 
64K PC with one disk Just $39 95 Check. MC. 
VISA ok 

PROSOFT.Oep’IM 
7248 BeUaire Awe. 

No Hottywood.CA 91605 
(213)764-3131.(600)824-7888 Oper 577 

RESERVATIONS SOFTWARE 
FRONT DESK-A menu driven reservahons sys- 
tem tor destination resorts Features wvctode; a 
complete reservatons display board (n color), 
reservations booiong arto control, occupancy and 
management reports, unit file maintenance and 
much more. Re^es 128K. 2-320K drives. 80 
column. XSOnly $650 Demo disk with doc- 
umentation ^ Write 
HANSEN MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS. INC 
PO. Box 688 
Kihei. Maui. HI 96753 
(806)879-9943 

ESi-CALCULATOR 

TURN your PC keyboard mto a calculalor Adds, 
subtracts, mutiiptes. and divtoes With mem- 
ory. printer on/ofl, up to rane (999.000.000) ieli 
o( decimal and seven (1234567) rif^i ol dea- 
mal Otspiays last 18 entries About bme sorne- 
onedidittONLY$1295 Ind documerXation US. 
tnquvies Dealer mqumes welcome 
ESi-SottwareInc 
#110, 60 Chippewa Rd 
Sherwood Park. Alta. Canada T8A 3Y1 
(403)464-4095 


SOFTWARE 


GRAPHICS 


VERSAWRITER 

Complete drawmg system tor IBM PC mciudes 
digitizer drawing board and software— ready to 
use Use digitizer lo trace drawngs to the com- 
puter screen. Features widude draw & dot mode, 
till & awbrush in 100 colors, add text, save and 
recall picture, dump graphcs to prmier. make 
circles, boxes. p« charts & bar graphs, create 
your own brush paldte& more $299 00 
VERSA COMPUTING. INC 
3541 Old Cone )0 Road. Swte 104 
Newbury. CA 91320-21 78 
(805)498-1956 


PLOT-10 GRAPHICS EMUUTOR 
PC-PLOT s a compiele emulation ol the TEK- 
TRONIX model 4010 grapfxcsterrnnal Thebasic 
packages range from $40 to $75 plus optional 
ptolter driver software Write or ca> tor a tech- 
ncai brochure. 

MICROPIOT SYSTEMS CO 
1897 fled Fem Drive 
Columbus. OH 43229 
(614)882-4786 

EXECUTIVE GRAPHICS 
Une. bar. pie graphs and text generation on HP- 
ptolters Quctoy prepares charts tor reports or 
overhead toils tor meetmgs Reads VisCalc. 
Multiplan or DOS hies, or enter d^ drectly 
Menu-driven F«ld tested Professional quabty 
software and suppport $15 US One year up- 
date service MC. VISA, money order U.S 
Inquiries 
CR. TORENLTO 
Suite 1060. 3700 Gilmore Way 
Btfnady.BCV564M1 CANADA 
(604)437-3521 

COLOGRAPHY- 

THIS caofl GRAPHICS EDITOR tor IBM PC/XT 
lets you create color unages on the screen with 
ease It can be used by anyone tor Busness. Ed- 
ucators. Programmers. Artsts * OesKiners Your 
next SW update is FREE' Requires IBM PC/XT. 
128K. IBM Color Board. Ftoppy or Hard Disk. 
Color Monitor. PC-OOS 11 or 20 $9995 

H'l l'M;<ilvllV. 


CACTUS SOFTWARE INCORPORATED 
PO Box 880 
Peona.AZ 65345 
(602)242-7953 

GRAPHIC PRINTER SUPPORT 
At last I6M-PC graphc character support tot yof 
dot matm printer Use the PrtSc key to produce 
quaMy dot matrix reproductions ol your display 
on your Epson. OS. Anadex. OMata. Dala- 
south. Gerwii. Tl Sk), flrfeman. Toshtoa. NEC 
8023. or C. ITOH printers If your prmtor s not 
ksted. lei us know and we wiH support it 
GRAPHICS a now available tor PC-OOS 2 0 or 
1.1 $4995 



Bonn, Inc 

7557 Rambler Road. Surte 1050 
Danas. TX 75231 
(214)890-7016 
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SOFTPLOT/BGL 

GRAPHICS NOW StMPti TO PROGRAM WITH 
BASiCA OeviK independent 
IBM PC (MS-DOS) and CP/M systems. Adds 
soplHSticated subroutines to support adv^^ 
20 viewing with windows. 2D rotation and 30 
perspective plotting. EMUPLOT feature allows 
prin^ o( high resolution graphics on printers 
without graphics display hardware, plus sup- 
ports most CRTs and plotters. Ideal lor science, 
engineering. C/^, education and business ap- 
pbcations developmenl S200.00. 

MOSAIC SOFTWARE. INC. 

1972 Massachusetts Ave. 

Camtiridge.MA 02140 
(617)491-2434. 

FORTRAN GRAPHICS PACK 

60 MicroSoltFORTRAN/RASCAL (1.0 of 3.1) or 
SuperSolt FORTRAN callable subroutines. 
Protessonal graphcs power backed by a 90 page 
user manual, filed with examples and desi^ 
to be useful to every level of user. Five packages 
in onel General utility, 2-0 interactive. 2-0 plots, 
3-0 plots, and solid models (hidden line re- 
moval!). 

MICROCOMPATIBLES 
114430ak Leaf Drive 
Silver Spring. MD 20901 
(301)593-0663 


ViOEOGRAM VERSION 1.02 
$150.00 

Stateoltheartcolortor3Smmsiidepresenta- 
tiorts. 4 palettes of 16 true analog RGB colors to 
pick from any of 262.000; 24 brushes. SO fonts. 
SO image slide show. 7 business graphics 
shapes: magnification; pick up & move, icon 
driven, tutorial manual; $150 tor 1 year (ri < 9 - 
daies. Uses inexpensive graphics boards and 
S^ Profeel monitor. 

SOFTEUINC. 

P.O.Box 257 
Stoddard. NH 03464 


SOFTWARE 


HOBBIES 


FOR STAMP COLLECTORS 

Put the Ben Franktin*' Stamp Collectors Swies 
to work tor you and new write your cotection 
inventory list again. Keeps an accurate, current 
record of your U.S. postage, airmail, special d^ 
liwy. and postage due singles. $49.95 ppd. 
VISA/MC 10 day money back guarantee. 



1 STEP SOFTWARE, Wa 
Charlotte Plaza, Suite 1300 
Charlotte. NC 28244 
(704)554-7255 


ASTROLOGY SOFTWARE 

We have everything horn hi(^>-accuracy calcu- 
lation packages (or professional astrologers to 
programs hke ASTRO-SCOPE*, that print mU- 
tipage. ratal. forecasL relationship and numer- 
ology interpretations tv everyone Prograrns print 
the chart and Include a license to sell the copy- 
righted text output. 

AGS SOFTWARE 
BOX 26. Dept. C 
Orleans. MA 02653 
(617)255-0510 


SOFTWARE 

INSURANCE 

THE AGENCY MANAGER- 

Designed by insurance professionais tor inde- 
pendent ^surance agents, this integrated 
tem performs: Customv acctg., genvaJ led^. 
client data upd^e and retrieval, over 100 mar- 
keting reports and sales loots, ACORO's. Easy 
main menu and HELP feature. IVANS. IBM-PC, 
CP/M. Turbodos. 

APPLIED SYSTEMS 
PauiingRd. 

Monee.lL 60449 
(312)534-5575 

PROPERTY/CASUALTY 

INSURANCE 

insurance agency automation package. Com- 
pletely interactive from invoicmg to P&L state- 
ments. Provides CR. CO, JE month end 
summaries, daily transaction reports. Basic pkg- 
$1500. Other options avails including on-line 
customer policy retrieve proNe. customv on- 
line daily transactions, producv reports. & more. 
PC-OOS&CP/M. 

Dimensional Business Systems. Inc. 

250 N.W. 4th Diagonal 

Boca Ratort.FL 33432 

(305)36SD270 

199 Bay St. 4th FL 

Toronto. Ontario. Canada MSJ1L4 

(416)367-9682 


SOFTWARE 

INVENTORY 


RETAIL CONTROLLER 

The retail controilv inventory system will pro- 
vide an easy, fun-to-use method of controHcng 
your daily sales, vders. invoices, and ow-aH 
inventory acbvity. OPEN TO BUY analysis is one 
of many automatic features fv your future suc- 
cessful business decisions. Fv IBM/PC v XT. 
Price $^. Please write w call: 

CATALINA'S COMPUTER 
PO Box 2530, an. Gary Antrim 
Avalon. CA 90704 (213) 510-1635 


SOFTWARE 


LANGUAGES 


UNIFORTH 

OurfloatHH)-poirrt,PC- 0 (Ximized FORTH is now 
only $129 (U.S postage paid). Included are; AH 
transcendental functions, video editv. macro 
assembiv. FORTH-79, complete DOS support. 
64kb program/1M6 data space. Our 200-page 
Usv^ Manual is unequaied. Specify software or 
8087 support. No credit cards. 

UNIFIED SOFTWARE SYSTEMS 
RO. Box 2644 
New Carrolllon, MD 20764 
(301)552-9590 

HYPER FORTH Tt 

AN INTEGRATED FORTH software de«k)pment 
envirDnment fv your IBM PC FuH file rranage- 
ment without leaving PC IX)S. One low price of 
$100. Includes these utiiies and much mve: 
interactive FORTH debuggv. program cross re- 
fvencv, textfile editv. text formatter, program 
reiocatv and performance aralyzv. 



-GROUP- 


wucu r^nniip 

1161 North El Dorado Place, Suite 241 
Tucson. AZ 85715 
(602)298-7910 

SSrLEGAL 

SSI*L£GAL is 3 comprehensive legal time and 
billing system fv the IBM PC. Supporting up to 
99 lawyers. 99 bHHng formulas. 96 job types. 
9.999 clients. 9,999 cases pv client and 100.000 
current charges via a bull in data base. 
SSI'Legal is a powerful and easy to opvate 
system. $495.00. 

SATELUTE SOFTWARE INTERNATIONAL 
28B West Centv Street 
Orem, UT 64057 

1 -(800) 321 -5906 V (801 ) 224-6554 
Contact; Am Cates 


muLISP~— 83 

An integrated environment tv A1 software de- 
velopment. Includes a high performance, pseu- 
docode USP vxnpilv. a residerH, screerHOriented 
editv and debugging system, intvactrve LISP 
programming lessons, and a detailed r^erence 
manual, $250. Also the muMath Symbolic Math 
System, $300. 

THE SOFT WAREHOUSE 
P.O. Box 1174 
Honoiutu.Ht 96828^74 


WATERLOO LOGO 

iWaiiabie now! Ful LOGO language, plus ... 
• Over 140 primitives • Procedves • Ea^'to- 
use yi screen editv • Music • Painting • 12- 
digit decimal floating-point arithmetic • Save 
procedures and drawings in POOOS files • It- 
eration and recursion • Input and output • 
Printing ol procedures and turtle^ drawings • 
List processing • Workspace management • 
Function Key support • Addteonal irtfix opera- 
tors • Type-ahead • Extended tvtie graphics • 
Friendly errv messages • Tutorial and refer- 
ence manual • Pocket size reference card • 
Copyabfe to hard disk • Requires CM PC V XT 
wite 128KRAM. disitettedrive and cotor rnonitv 
adaptv. $125. Quantity discounts. V1SA,M/C. 
AmEx. U.S. Inquiries. Also available at paili- 
opattng retaiivs. 

WATERLOO MICROSYSTEMS, INC. 

175 Columbia SLW. 

Waterloo. Ontario. Canada N2L 386 
(519)884-3141 


SOFTWARE 


LEGAL 


REM. ESTAn CLOSING PK6. 

Prepares all documents required fv real estate 
dosings: Buyv/Selv clo^ stmts. RESM, 
prviussory notes, mortgages, deeds, affidavits, 
amort sch. etc. Also ESTATE TAX 706. a pro- 
gram to prepare est^e tax returns and RDU- 
CtARY TAX 1041. a program to prepare estate 
and trust income tax returns. 

MARINER SOFTWARE. INC 
P.O. Box 2564 

Pvt Charlotte. FL 33949-2564 
(613)639-3945 


SOFTWARE 


MAILING 

PROGRAMS 


HARDCOPY E-MAIL 

Interlace to U.S. Postal Service's E-(XIM net- 
wvtcTransmityQurlettefsdirBctlytoaPostOf- 
ice: they print and deiiw as first class tnalL Our 
P-COM software handles E-COM formats, 
ndudes a special word processv. mailing list 
program, formatting programs and communi- 
catioRS program. 

FOGU COMPUTING CORR 
RO. Box 5166 
Spartanburg, SC 29304 
(800)845-7594 
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Personal Mailer 

Prints mairtg laMs. fonn isttors. lelephane dh 
reclories. master hsimes of Me data, an] any 
special label that you can aeaie. The progrvn 
is menu driven, has ful edtt and retriM func- 
tions. It requires 128K. one drive, an 90 column 
screen, parallel printer, and DOS t.f or 2.0. You 
wi not believe the power you gel lor $80. For 
niDcatoniirite 
bvwvonn Mcrosysterrs. Inc. 

PO Box 3247 

Silver Spring, MO 20901 -0427 
(301)445-2493 


SOFTWARE 


MANUFACTURING 


STATISTICAL QUALITY CONTROL 
QUALnYALERr'--Oiagnose and correct qual- 
ity problems with ease Desaiptive statistics. 

Histograms • Control Charts • Process Ca* 
pabity • Vanabie/AttrtHite Data Sandies • 
Graphic and Printer Output • User Fri^ • 
Menudnven • CoiTiplele ()QCurnenUtion • 
pon • Apple. IBM ^ & XT compatible Money 
back guarantee. $795 
PENTON SOFTWARE. INC 
420 Lexington Aiie /Suite 2S46 
NY, NY 10017 

(212)878-9600. 1-(600) 221-3414 

MYTE MYKE’' MANUFACTURING 
CONTROL SYSTEM integrates with BUSINESS 
SYST & features mainframe capabilities. STO 
C(^ btUol mad and operations rcxXing pro- 
vide where used, svne as otcept. & protection 
capabiMes. FORECAST/SCHEDMG. MRP SHOP 
aOOR CTRL & PRODUCTION RPTG. are In- 
duded. Instai & support avail CP/M, PCOOS. 
MSOOS. UNIX & more 
MOS ASSOCIATES 
PO Box 108 
Orchard Paik. NY 14127 
(716)662-6621 

MCBA MANUFACTURING SYSTEM 
Mapted tv the IBM PC using M(>OOS. 
lory Management. M o< Materials. Order Proc- 
essng. Purchasing. Job Co^. MRP Labv 
Periormance. Shop Flov Control. Standard 
Product. Costing and Routing. Accounting. In- 
stai. & support available in use al over 11.000 
instalttions!ii 
MOM Systems. Inc 
5701 Chicago Rd. Suite C 
Wanen. Ml 48092 
(313)979-7030 


TWIN OAKS MRP-II 

• BMs/matenai • 

• lnv(>]ntrol • 

• Purdiasmg • 

• Mftf>&CRP • 

• Master Sched'g • 

• Phys Inventory • 

• StdCostmg • 

TWIN OAKS. INC 
26S0CollaxN 
MmneapohsMN 55411 
(612)568-2685 


22 Modules 

128KPCVXT 

OOS1.1V2J) 

Hard/SoROsk 

OnkneJIeaRime 

MutbUss 

Aoctg Interlace 


SOFTWARE 


MEDICAL 


ro$/rv<nion4.0 

Merkcal bNng and accounts receivable system. 
Produces statements and instance ionns. A/R 
agmg and revenue anafyss with Bar Graphs 
Mulbple doctors, pncttxs, nsurances Day 
sheets, recal nohces. relemng phystoens. au- 
dit traiis.iedQerdeUii8 Omne update and ac- 
cess by account « v name Cuslomcable 
procedure and dagnoss codes, menu-dnien. 
help screens, supports 3 primers PC-OOS, 
t2eKb. hard disk S2200 
CHEN INFORMATION SYSTEMS. NC 
1499 BayshoreHwy.Sude 205 
Bvtngame.CA 94010 
(415)692-4356 

LITERATURE FILING SYSTEM 
SearchUt sives & searches niormabon reWed 
toyourbteratveooleclion Rebwal based on 
fcaywvdslntitte.ab$tradff keywvdkle Great 
tv Yippers.* Just circle key phrases & hand rN- 
erencetosecV Read 4 Mr when the need arises, 
mierprelad Base with assembly sm» Source 
code provided tor usv modAcation 
$14950 (plus 6% n CA) » day saiistaction 
guaranteed V yov money back minus $4 S8H. 
MEDISOFT 

MedKal Prolessions Buiding 
1595 Soquel Drive. Sv(e 350 
Santa Crua. 0495065 
(408)476-7106 

THRESHOLD 

Medical system l20program$perfonTiing.pa- 
pv and etectronlc (to Blue SfMld, M^ 
icare/aid). statements. A/R analysis, cinical 
stuMs, relemng physician reports Featuresm- 
dude v>4inehelp.tu>secvtyw4hauitttrM. 
patient name onentalion. $5,500 RerMrshard 
disk. 128K. COBOL runtime POOlS 
PHYSOANS PRCTICE MANAGEMENT. NC 
1610S.LynhurstSaeO. 
lndtonapdto.M 46241 

In the continental U S. cal (800) 4^3515 (In- 
dena residants cal (800) 792-352S) 

MEDI-Rx 

Comprehensive BMmg. A/R. 6 Colection sys- 
tem tor the Medical Otria Flexible operating 
procadves and teghiy usv onented. tha sys- 
tem was devetoped in a real practice erwvon- 
menl Many unique tealures with emphasis on 
nvroved cash ttow and colecbons. to COBOL 
requires hard (ksk. 128K. PC-OOS. Retails at 
$3500 Outstandmg direct sales package 

PROSE SOFTWARE 
1 503 Nva Drive. Suite F 
Arlingtan.TX 76013 
(817)261-4439 


SOFTWARE 


OPERATING 

SYSTEMS 


0$ DEVELOPMENT TOOLS 
Universal dMtoprneni filerfaces and AMX 86 
mpiementaltons tor PC OOS/MOS DOS based 
cisterns. A cvhpM t»n4y d (tevetopmerx tools 
turther totcvmdian comact 
RTCS/REAL TME COMPUTER SQENCE CQRP 
PO Box 3000^ 

Cafflario.CA 93010 
(806)462-0333 

NOMORECP/M-«(H 
MATCHPOWT/86 lets you run CP/M-86 pro- 
grams on PC-OOS and MS4X>S Matchpomt/ 
66 requires no hardwve changes, no CP/M-86 
andj(k9(QlRAM Take advantage of the many 
bustoess appkcaiion programs avaiabte only on 
CP/M-66 Abo tociudes file iranslv between 
CP/M-66 and DOS Operates on Moppies V hard 
(tBks.vtovOOS20.BMPC.V1ctoi.oOws $99 
AHA. toe. 

109SRivvSl7PO 60x8405 
Santa Crm. 04 95061-6405 
(406)458-9119 

MULTIPU USERS UNDER PC DOS 
MiMink turns PC-OOS ktfo an ellicieril muiti- 
usv miAi-tasldng operating system Additional 
users are sipported by attaching inexpensM 
CRT termtods V modems to svtti ports on the 
PC arto can rv) norrhai appkcNnns designad 
tor PC-OOS tociudes host tommumcahons 
software tor pubic daHn. 

THE SOFTWARE LMK MCORPORATEO 
6700 238 RosweIRd 
Atlanta. GA 30328 
(404)255-1254 

OPERATING SYSTEM KERNEL 
This real-time operating system kamet IS a oon- 
iroi program tor allocating lesovces among 
competing processes Scheduing is prewnp- 
trve by priority. The OS. pnmitives handto 1) 
Process Management. 2) Memory Manage- 
menL 3) Ttow Management. 4) tolvprocess 
communication This kernel is vwtoen in C and 
Is availabie n souroe torm Pvt It to yov own 
processv V use it as a model to bu4d yov own . 
SourceSl.OOO. Manual $50 
AMERICAN COMPUTER COMMUNICATION 
433ArportBhfd..Svte3l0 
6vlktoame.CA 94010 
(415)348-1956 


SOFTWARE 

PREVENTIVE 

MAINTENANCE 


MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION 
SYSTEM 

Aneasy-toHiseevnputoraedmethodtovga- 
noe. operate, and contid an elective preventive 
mantenance system Apptcabtetomytypeol 
bustoess V xtoustty Ft< screen nput and (Ss- 
plays, plus tonctnn l«y hdp command. Man- 
lams histoncal data, creates work orders, and 
provtoes nurneraus repvte. Fv rtonna&on wnte 
tv 

PENGUIN COMPUTER CONSULTANTS 
PO Box 11206 

St Thomas. ILS Virgin Isiands 00601 
(809)774-8277 


SOFTWARE 
REAL ESTATE 


RIP 

RP-REAL ESTATE NVESTMBfT RtCMGE. Ody 
$29.95 tor a dozen VislCalc/1-2-3 templates. 
Eight year analysis lets you compare nvestment 
properties and make fast decdwns Analysis, 
depreoalion ncl ACRS. amortiatioh & more 
Ybu can’t ativd to be wrihout 1 Retires IBM 
PC and YfiiCalc v Lotus 1-2-3 $2995 phis 
$2i0 Stepping. MC/Vlsa accepted 
TvnCkA 

3011 BunkvHH Circle 
Marctta.GA 30062 
(404)973^79 

REAL ESTATE TAX STRATEGY 
Do a 3 hov analysis n 5 mtoutesl This program 
leatves actual stele and fedvai tax charts that 
cvnpuie the Vue after-taxcost d buyng any kind 
d real estate This Is nd a ‘tax bracket' pro- 
gram tociudes 5 yr.pro)ection.dl SO state lax 
charts and CLOStfG COST program Comes in 
cdv& monochrome $295 
CIP SOFTWARE 
1190 S SascvneAM./Suite129 
San Jose. CA 95128 
Contact Paul PoM. (408) 295- 1519 

REAL ESTATE STRATEGY 
UnM anythng eiw seen anywhere tor a mcrol 
Origmaly written by an tovestmeni Realtor with 
a PhD tor his own successful business R can 
acholy rwgotiaie the pvchase V sate d any kind 
d Real Estate, because K not ody displays what 
you’re (tong wrong. H bcMy dBptays how to do 
t right! R cvi even optimize boVi Buyer's and 
Sdtor^ benetes on the same transaction stoiui' 
Uneousty ft wi permanently and profitably 
change the way everyone buys V seRs Real E^ 
tele $395 +$5 postage Dealer nqunes invited 
REAL ESTATE COMPUTER CENT® 

1777 Saratoga AMwiue 
San Jose. CA 95129 

Contact Norman Neinchd. (406)257-4411 
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REAUASE- 

REM. ESTATE MARKETMG OATA BASE SYS- 
TEM. A totally integrated system designed to 
sanplify the spectrum ol R.E. details. Modules 
include ProstM/Property Data Base, Sales 
Mgm't . Tidder. Marltet Inventory-Tenant Corv 
irol, ComparaUe/Comparable Statistical. Mes- 
sage Center, Research Library. Word-List 
Processira and more 

LEE ARNOLD MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS. MC 
1345 S. Missouri Aranue 
Cleannter. FI 33516 
(800) 237-2245. a (813) 442-71 84 


SOFTWARE 

SCIENTinC 


PROFESSIONAL nCHNICAL 

A (xirnplete Ine of tachTHcal software packa^ 
for the engineering, scientific, and business 
professional Comparable in scope ^ sophis- 
tication to maiW^ implem^ion, these 
accurate and reliable codes transform your PC 
into a true prdessional work station. Write for 
details of Onnisoft technical software products 
and services. See display ad in this issue 
OMNISOn CORPORATION, Oepl. P10 
9960 Owensmouth Ave. , Suite 32 
Chatsworth.CA 91311 
(213)709-1286. 


SOFTWARE 

SECURITY 


BIT-U)CK’ SECURITY 

Guard your valuable software from PIRACY. Our 
inerpensrve security systm protects code us- 
ing rapid deciyptkin algorithrns . Copies wi only 
operate with a Brr-LOCK device attached. BTT- 
LOCtCsmuNMayered secunty has proven its ef- 
fecbveness on CM PC. TRS-90. Apple and 
Commodore computers. 

MCnOCOMPUTER APPUCATIONS 
7805 S. Windermere Circle 
LrtOeton. CO 80120 
(303)922-6410 


SOFTWARE 

SORT 


OfT-TECH SORT/MERGE 

Extremely fast machine language Sort/Merge 

program. Sort ascending or descendmg on 

multiple Helds, merge files. Works with variable 

or find length records. OrMkie help, tdl docu- 

menWion and much, much more. Best features 

on the marM Compare before you buy any other. 

Write or ca9 tor more Information. $75. 

OPT-TECH 

P.O.Box 2167 

Humble. TX 77347 

(713)454-7428 


SOFTWARE 

STATISTICS 


STATGRAF 

An mtegraled package of data input from key 
board or sequenbai ASCII Nes, with interact lin 
graphics and basic parametric statistics. Cor- 
relation up to 19 variables; 3 way ANOVA up to 
5 levels. Single key strokes oMain instant ta- 
bles. charts or summaries on screen, plotter or 
printer. Initial price $285.00. 

VILAGE INFORMATION CO. INC 
55 Christepher Sheet 
New York. NY 10014 
(212)924-8314/691-9156 

THE SURVEY SYSTEM 
An easy to use. meru driven system tor the en- 
try. editing, processing and presentation of 
questionnaire data. The system can produce 
aosstabs and scores in banner format, statis- 
tics and bar charts. Tables and charts are cam- 
era-ready for professional presmtations. $495. 
Card readers and open-end coding analysis op- 
tions available. 

CREATIVE RESEARCH SYSTEMS 
1864 Larkin Street. #2 
San Francisco. CA 94109 
(415)771-0912 

MATHSTAT™ 

A rnenu-drryen statisbc^ package vcfudkig: data 
transformatiorts. descri^ statistics, cross- 
tabs. correlation, regression. ANOVA, principle 
components analysis, and more. Enhancement 
modules include: Probit, Logit. Conjoint Analy- 
sis. two-stage least squares, stepwise regres- 
sion, and chi-square AO. 

MPfi-MATHSTAT~ 

PO. Box 2393 
Princelon.NJ 06540 
609/799-2600-X2246 

SIGSTAT 

BMOSTAT ndudesover 30progr»nsol theBMO 
statistical series, plus many advariced new fea- 
tures. Mainframe capacity (up to 60 var.) tor 
uni— (e g . ANOVA. regression) * multivariate 
(e.g.. canonical, factor) anaiy^. tinw-senes. 
crosstab, plots, and much more. 8067 support 
opt. 128K.DOS.$325. 

SIGNIFICANT STATISDCS 
3336 N. Canyon Road 
Provo. UT 84604 
(601)377-4860 

STATGRAPHICS. PC 

Inlegrated system of 250 APL tonctions tor data 
analysis, data managemenL and graphics. 
Conwmion of the mainframe statgrap^ sys- 
tem. covers regression, anova. quakly assur- 
ance. experimental design, time series anafysts. 
forecasting, multivariate, robust methods. Out- 
put to graphics monitors, printers and ptotters. 
Also micro-maintrame intortace. 

STATISTICAL GRAPHK^S CORPORATION 
RO. Box 1556 
Princeton. NJ 06542 
(609)924-9374 


TEN STATISTICAL nSTS 

Binornal and Fisher Exact Prob^Nfly. Chi Square 
With Contingency Coefficient, Cochran Q, 
Friedman Two Way Analysis of ^riance, Ken- 
dal Coefficient of Conc^nce. Koimogorov- 
Smimcw One and Two Sample. Kruskal-wailis 
One Analysis of Variance In Ranks. Marm- 
Whitney U TesL Spearman Rank Correlation 
Coefficient, Wilcoxon Matched-Pairs Signed 
flanks. IBM 64K Price $64.95. 
H&HSOFTWARE 
1027 Whittier 
Emporia. KS 66801 
(316)343-1915 

NWASTATPAK 

Poweriul data manipulation utilities. ASCII data 
structure tor interface to databases, word pro- 
cessors. etc. Statistical functions indude p^ 
ability, descriptive stNistics. regression and 
correlation, non-parametrics. distribution lunc- 
tions. means te^. survey data analysis, & 
ANOVA. $495. 

NORTHWEST ANALYTICAL. MC. 

1532 Morrison SL 
Portland. OR 97205 
(503)224-7727 


ECONOMETRICS/APL 

APL functions tor OLSO. INST. CORC. HLU. 
aSO. SURE. TSLS. UML. (X93, INLS. TaS, 
and others. Hypotheses tests. residuaJ analysis, 
plots. Ranks, determinants, correlation mat- 
rices. Documentation/e(aiTipte3(1(IOpp.). tZ&l 
copy. Diskelte tor Vbterioo. MicroAPLaSTXs 
APL*PLUS/PC.$250/diskette. 

STEPHEN 0. LEWIS 
Economics. Sonoma State University 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 
(707)664-2549/(707)527-0396 


SOFTWARE 
STOCK ANALYSIS 


WAU STREET WINDOW 

• New comprehensive stock pkg. Extensa 
ANALYSiS-moving avgs.. stock comparisons, 
trendltoes.&mQre. 

• Clearest GRAPHS hkes . price, vd.. & to 
printer. 

• Complete PORTFOLIO mgmt. SPREADSHEET 
compatible. 

• AUTOMATIC access to Dow Jones. Compu- 
Serve, retrieves, upddes. packs more data (His- 
torical & current quotes). $395; Demo $75. 
R&DSOFTWARE ASSOCIATES 

P.O.Box 2727 
Reston.VA 22090 
(703)476^97 

STOCK PORTFOLIO REPORTER 

Provides up to the minute intormation on key 
parts of investor's stock account. Market price 
updates by DOW JONES; easy link to Iteyes 
Smart modem. Sort by P/E, gain loss, yield or 
any item in SPR's 8 useful reports. Friendy menu 
displays & manual. Requires 128K. 2DD. Demo 
disk avail. $297.50. VISA/MC wetoorrw. 

MICRO INVESTMENT SYSTEMS. INC. 

P.O. Box 8599 
Atlanta. GA 30306 
(404)892-3194 


THINK STOCK MARKET 

Eleven programs (22 reports) to help you select 

profitable stocks plus a new 213 page book on 

analyzing the m^. Among techniques 

covered are moving average, array sorting. 

strategy testing & portfolio rrtanagernenl. A BEST 

VALUE-$42.00. VtSA/MC/CHECK. 

OALEXPUBUCABONS 

Route 1. Box 970 

King George. VA 22485 

(703)663-2694 


SOFTWARE 

TAXES 


1040PUN- 

Tax planning template lor LOTUS 123. Indudes 
tax changes tor 1963. 1984 and new ARemative 
Min. Tax. Flextote. up to tour difterent aRema- 
trves can be computed at once, easy to use. Fol- 
lows IRS forms & includes: 10WS<^.A,6.C,D. 
E. G. W. SE Forms 2119, 2441. 3468, 6251. An 
update. I needed, sold al cost to regisiered 
owners in Jan. req. 2S6K. $45.00. 
WIUJAMA.PERMAR.CfW 
1125 Sunny Huts Road, Dept PCM 
Oakland. CA 94610 
(415)451-7090 

TAX123 

A comprehensive & easy to use tax planning & 
preparation template tor 1-2-3*. Powerful ma- 
cros guide user through reievam Schd., forms & 
backup Isis Prints in RS tormaL Analysis mode 
compares up to 4 scenarios. Req. 256K. 1040. 
SCHO A. 8. D. W. 2441 -$59. Plus SCHO. C. E, 
G.SE. 2119, 2106. 3468, 6251-$89. 

DIGITAL PROOUaS. INC (CA) 

710 ZumwaR Lane. Suite 100 
Foster City. CA 94404 
(415)571-0265 

TAX83/PC" 

Use with your IBM PC spreadsheet program to 
prepare 1963 taxes! Cornpules form 1040 con- 
current^ wRh high-use schedules A, B. 0 and 
W. Also 1964 estimated taxes(1040ES). Specify 
Lotus 1-2-3; MuRiptan; VisiCalc; SuperC^; or 
PeachCalc. On disk via first class mail. $14.95 
(CA residents add tax). 

TAX ASSISTANCE ASSOCIATES 
3410 Lodge Drive, PC 
BeimontCA 94002 
(415)5968675 

TAXPMC* FOR 1983 RETURN 

Takes drudgery out d your individual return. 
MENU driven, prompts Line by Line tor com- 
monly used Federal & Calitomia tomis. Trans- 
fers figures between terms. alNS fv sirriu^ 
tax scenarios. OpIiond printout (not on IRS 
forms). IBM PC 64K. 1 Drive. Apple 46K, 1 Drive. 
Avaiable encKlan. '84. $79SS TAX OEDUCTHE. 
ULKA CORPORATION 
4127BaySt..Sulte-C241 
Fremont. CA 94538 
(415)656-3064 
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BLUEBOOK 


TAX PREP FOR MULTIPLAN 
For MULTiPLAN userv TAX-PREP 6 a conviete 
tax system to make your 1963 taxes fast and 
easy Enter data once IRS approved prntout ot 
18 forms and schedules (net AB.C.D.G.RP. 
SE. W. etc ) Pnm on 1040 Use lor ptarmng 
S89 95^ S3 shipping To order specify machine 
(IBM. Apple H, TT^-BO or compatibles] 
E-ZWARECORP 
17 Bryn Mawr Awe 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
(215)667-4064 


SOFTWARE 

TERMINAL 

EMULATION 


BLUE LYNX 

Let your IBM/PC or XT replace your dumo ter- 
minals The BLUE LYNX hardware board with 
associated software emuiaies die 5251/12 tor 
the S/34. S/36. & S/38 as weH as the 3276 tor 
the larger 4^ and 30XX mamlrames. both bi- 
sync and SOIC versions TECHLANO special- 
uesncommuncalions BLUE LYNX is only $690 
TEOtLAND SYSTEMS WC 
25 Waterside Plaza 
New York. NY 10010 
(212)684-7788 

IBM-PC 3270 SERIES EMULATORS 
AST (s shippng the lowest cost Remote 3270 
Series product tor the ^-PC The padoge in- 
cludes an Advanced Ctommuncations Card and 
Software which emulates a 3274 Control Unrt. 
3278 Station. 3M7 Printer, and 3770 RJ.E Ter- 
minal The product su^iorts the SNA/SOLC 
CornrrHjrucabCMi Protocol and Itsts at $895 00 
OR JERRY OROSZ. MARKETING DIREaOR 
AST RESEARCH INC 
2372 Morse Avenue 
Irvine. CA 92714 
(714)540-1333 


IBM-PC S251 SERIES EMUUTORS 

AST IS selling a System/34 and System/38 Re- 
mote Work Sttton emulator The producl makes 
the IBM-PC look kke an IBM 5251 Model 12 Os- 
play Station The product supports SNA/SOLC 
LU7 and LU4 functions at speeds to 9600 bps 
and can operate with extslmg 5251 Clusters in 
a Communion Network 
DR JERRY (3ROSZ. MARKETING OAECTOR 
AST RESEARCHING 
2372 Morse Avenue 
Irvme.CA 92714 
(714)540-1333 


IBM-PC 3780 REMOTE TERMINAL 
EMUUTOR 

AST has ^staled lBi4-PC 3780 EmuMors at over 
400 maiorcaporate sites The Communicalion 
Card and Softie allows connection of the PC. 
to ISM 37D's. System 34S. 4300 Senes Sys- 
tems and OK and WANG B^ync supported 
mims You can transter flies dynamcaty even m 
an unattended mode at spee^ to 38.4 kb The 
Bisync Protocol grves the txghesl data transfer 
reltabikly and speed 

DR JERRY OROSZ. MARKETING OIREaOR 

AST RESEARCH INC 

2372 Morse Avenue 

kvtne.CA 92714 

(714)540-1333 


HASP IBM 360/20 EMULATOR 
BARR/HASP SHTHjitvmusly transmfis fobs and 
recerves pnntouts dnclly BM's MYS/J^ VM/ 
RSCSbypassngTSOandCMS EmulatesHASP 
on 360 model 20 and 6 compatible vrth al HASP 
muihleavmg protocols Fealures Menu-driven 
operation, muHipie printers. 1000 knes p 0 mm- 
ule. 1200 to 19200 baud. seM-tesbng. loop-back 
mode, easy mstailatxin tree customer support 
and more BARR/HASP is lieid proven and de- 
livered with a one-year warranty Total cost (X 
software, synchronous adapter board and doc- 
urnenta(ion-$750 Manual only $M 50 Call tor 
trial evaluation 



BARR SYSTEMS. INC 
2500 Blue Ridge Road. Suite 315 
Raleigh. NC 27607 
800-BARR-SYS 


HANDSHAKE 

An afl- software Bimighs MT9 63/TO 630 ter- 
mini eiTkiiator HANDSHAKE alows PC or 
oornptftito mcrocornpuler to cornnurkcato w^ 
exisivig Burroughs host programs Also trans- 
fers Mes between the host and microcomputer 
disk storage concurrent with dialogue Instated 
nationwide 
MASTERLINK 
82Mrtchell6fvd 
San Rafael. CA 94903 
(415)499-8466 


SOFTWARE 


TRAINING 


THE AUTHOR* 

COMPUTER AUTHORING SYSTEM Creatayour 
own (ampiter-atoed xistruction after a day's seH- 
mstructional training with THE AUTHCiR De- 
signed tor the novee Creale/change lessons 
easily with clear menus and seV-prompting 
screens Automatic bramXitng and detailed rec- 
ord keeping Comprehensrve tested documen- 
tation 

PHOENIX PERFORMANCE SYSTEMS. INC 
324 South Main Street. Suita 1 
SUlwaler.MN 55082 
(612)430-2960 

VIDEO TUTOR: PC. XT & JR. 

*How to use your ISM PC V 1 10 easy video les- 
sons* is an award winning video which tutors 
you thru assembly, keyboard, using disks, run- 
ning software, copying disks, installing DOS. 
operating systems & 4 programs In BASIC 
Awarded best nleractne design, Bronze Cmdy 
Award $6950 2W hours VHS/BeU 
KENNEN PUBLISHING 
150 Shoreline Hwy.E. 

Mill valley. CA 94941 
(800)428-7777.(415)332-5828 


SOFTWARE 

TRANSPORTATION 

FLEH ROUTING SOFTWARE 
TRUCKSTDPS* optmzes truck loadng. stop se- 
(fjenan 9 .fMsBe Consdenvetodesoa and type, 
stop tacabons. tmes and (aanltts. ttne con- 
stramts. bacNauis Fcrasmalfleettoasmanyas 
500 »id up to 2.000 stops Rins on BM PC. S/34. 
S/36.AppieLle.landTRS80 Oemonskahondek 
avaxableaii^ 



MCROANALYTICS.IC 

DeplU 

8409Hii4ValeyDniie 
Vcnna.1A 22180 

TSA-TRANSPORTATWN 
A system tor soNvig Iransportadori ass^vneni & 
aarsshpinerx probletns w«i up to 256 sexj^ 
256srif6 FeMtfesretoderrmHlnveniripuUout- 
puL dsptoy erttng iX proUerns . sensitpv^ 
storage problerns & sokrkons, algorithm restart 
optens. report getvatoi. users Rerixes 12BK. 

1 dtok drive, ptinler, DOS $88 
EASTBW S0FTVW€ PfCOUCTS NC 
4804 Tvpon Line 
Ato(yidna.VA 22309 
(703)3606942 


SOFTWARE 


TYPESETTING 


TYPESETTING 

Cinarron offers top quaiey. overnighi servee. an^ 

sawigs ol 1 /2 to 1 /3 (T typeseling oxto tor M | 0 bs 

suchasnewsieaers.drectones.caiatog$andbO(ii6 

Cdrntx^aphc typeselVig equ|xr«t Cortex 

EMALoreeS 

CMARRONGRAPHCS 

POB» 12593 

0*s.TX 75225 

(ViTABBS^ 691-5092 (Hostpmm) 
CompuServe EMM 7tnx.16l 


HIGH-TttH TYPESETTING 

'"Xx ’'ji*y a'jtomatefl ta-'ilitv alws 'ji, loofter thelast- 
esr kroromd &me and nwess press Transme- 
snns received by 1 GO pm EST are sent out the same 
day Cost isalow$2/tliousarid characters iMihaSb 
mnrrunpffiob TtarQmitolbee24hafs/day 200 
typestytosavakabie retodtog "pmouL' Hyphena- 
kon & lustilcatian program avaiiabto tor PC-^^ 
MaioraerM cards accepted Cal tar tree broctue 
Comprehensive manual avalable $10 
NTERGRAPHKSlNC 
106 A Soulh Columbus Street 
Aierandna.VA 22314 

(80O|36B-3342.(7Q3)6B3«14nOC area 


SOFTWARE 


UTILITIES 


PC PADLOCK 

Unique encryption scheme protects EXE/COM 
programs from running after unauthorized du- 
pkcHion Copy programs such as COPYPCwiI 
not funetton. after running this easy to use pro- 
gram on your products dak Protect yotK soft- 
ware mvestmoit and vakrabie marketplace 
WDda withal DOS versons Ask about our DATA 
MDLOCK $99 V1SA/MC 
aENCO ENGINEERING 
3920Rto9eAve 
Arlington Hts.lL 60004 
(312)537-4200 

KNOW THY PCI & PEEKS N' POKES 
• THE NSOE TRACK grAs yotf prograrra speed 
and control Read files as fast as DOS. doplay 
data faster load programs taster. oontnX mem- 
ory use. run any program from your program, 
copy-proiecl your daks, and much more. Fold- 
out memory map tool Oak (61 programs) & 
manual $45 • The popular Pe^ n' Pokes 
shows you how to access and modify the status 
ottheK Pertorm DOS and 8X)S function cals 
from BASIC or Pascal' Learn how to fmd more 
Peeks N’ Pokes and much more Dak (56 pro- 
grams) 8 manual $30 Shippng— $2 50/order 

UTA/Ki 

DATA BASE DEdSlONS 
lABonmeLane 
AUanU.GA 30328 
(404)256-3860 


ENHANCE DOS WITH A.K.A.! 

Enhance DOS 2 0 to take iuH advantage of mul- 
tiple direclones and devices wrth gk^ sym- 
bols Memory resident program invisibly 
intercepts Me s^em reque^ and translales or 
rechrects them accordirig to user/DOS man- 
tamed 'envronmenls * Alias lilenames to fiXl 
paths explicitly or according to name or exten- 
snn. with multiple options Other programs 
contoX akasmg rnodes and help mamttm a dean 
Me system Run editors and apphcaiions from 
empty diskettes or dnetones $50 MC/VtSA 
SOFT SHELL TECHNOLOGY 
54WatoutHillRd 
Newton. MA 02159 
(617)332-6817 

EZdBASE 

THE EASIEST yet most sophotlcaled screen. 

program, and Me generator ever to support 

dBASE H ON THE IBM PC Simply type yotf 

screens as you want them to appear with up to 

64 fields using aH 256 characters. Use hi;^ilighi. 

underscore, and reverse prograrra and Mes in 

seconds $^ $5 stepping 

Menton PC BiueBook and save lOte. Sabsfac- 

tion guaranteed 

Automated Office Systems 

4160 Club Drive 

Atlanta. GA 30319 

(404)237-9420 
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BLUEBOOK 


PUCALC FORTRAN 

74 ASSa&Y LMGUAGE nutiras to coilnil Oc 
screen, keytxard, graphics, ightpen, joystick, 
printers, background nxisic. RS2S & I/O p(^ 
Cirde/pie/kne drawing, clipping. 40 pattern fM. 
& picture store/retrieve in screen or world co* 
ontnales. $1t9:wilh 110 page manual SX) demo 
onty-Mnanual on disk. Check/VISA/MC 
SOFTWARE LABS 
1057LlyArenue 
Suwyvale.CA 94066 
(406)7300106 

SCREEN DESIGN PROGRAM 

SOP is inleracthe and generates BASIC or COBOL 
ASCII source Nes. Allows extended defini^ 
fiekts and literais lor justify, nurneric. tiighk^ 
etc. or take defaull values. BASIC includes Md 
handhng. MO0 10/11 subroutines. Source can 
be modilied. Muttpie screens per program. $100. 
Order BASIC or COBOL. Cash or COO. 

OaTA SOFTWARE SYSTEMS, INC. 

2221 Thomwood Ln. 

Memphis. TN 38119 
(901) 75S^ 

COPY PROTECTION BY MSD 

The LITYMTE diskette copy protection 
designed lor software developers and publish- 
ers. A variely ol prrtadlon methods are avak- 
abie to suit your protection requirements. Al EM 
PC and )(T environments are supported which 
includes; DOS. BASIC (compiled and interpre- 
tive). Pascal. P-System. dBASE H and stand- 
a-lone systems. CustomizBd systems also 
available. Requires: 64K, two disk drives. 
MKStO-SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS, NC. 

55 Estes Avenue 
Schaumburg. IL 60193 
(312) 96(^^ 

SAFECOPY 

SafeCopy makes back-up copies of al com- 
meroally distributed software lor the IBM Per- 
sonal Computer. No exceptions. There are no 
complicated parameters. Just tel it how many 
sides to copy. SafeCopy requires 48K t^ and 
one diskette drive, but runs faster with more 
rnernory V another dr1i«. $50 IJS US Inqiiles. 
QUAIO SOFTWARE PRODUCTS 
620 Jarvis Street. Suite 2412 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 2R8 Canada 
(416)961-8243 

UWGEST MARKET IBM PC USERS 
ConsuN PC: 6hje Book even^ month lor easy rei- 
erme to setvices/hardware/software. You can 
be part of PC; Blue Book for 4 issues lor only 
$600. You get 7 Ines of copy. PLUS a boidlace 
hearing. PLUS 4 Ines lor your name, address, 
and phone number. Logo art $300 additional. 
Reach out to the largest market of GM PC own- 
ers and users TODAY Cal Lois Price colect. 

PC; BLUE BOOK 
IPark Avenue 
NewYork, NY 10016 
(212)72S4215colect 


SOFTWARE 
WORD PROCESSING 


VOLKSWRITER- 

A vmrd processor that ncludes an inleraciM on- 
screen tutoriaJ and a complete reference man- 
ual ft uses 20 (unction keys with an orv-$creen 
reference guide. Like other word processors. 
VoNrsurnler" is useful lor writing proposals, cor- 
respondence. technic^ manuals, sales letters 
and maibig lists. (List Price; $195). See our dis- 
play ad; 

UFETHEE SOFTWARE. INC, 

411PaciftcSt..Ste. 315 
Monterey. CA 93940 
(406)373-4718 

MULTIMATE" 

MuitiMate" is a function key oriented, menu- 
driven word processor cornparable to larger 
dedicated sy^ems. The system offers over 60 
WP functions and utilies inchjdhg me^ 
plate callback and the most advanced printing 
capabilities. An on-iie help-facttty, complete 
users manual and adheswe color coded key tabs 
are provided to facilitate minimal training 
A truly user trientfy system. 

SOFTWORO SYSTEMS. MC 
52 Oakland Am., North 
E.Harlford.CT 06106 
(800)243^646 

WORD PROCESSING. ETC. 

Word Processing Services or we will print your 
WP file on our LOP. Available products include: 
Elephant Disks SS/00 $22.95/10 DS/DD 
$2750/10 Templates SO* each & Primers 75* 
each. Add 2% P/H. Authorized leading edge 
dealer leaturing the new Ytordsworth product kne. 
CaH or write lor FREE OTALDG and detais. 
V&P BUSINESS SYSTEM SERVICES 
PO Box 1332 
Dedham. MA 02026 
(617)32>6026 

SCIENCE FOREIGN BUSINESS 
Text Editor. 384 characters W. si^/subscripts 
al prinUUe & vistole on monitor, wmtes full 
screen in 0.2 sec. Inteigent input interpreter. 
Command processor speaks English & forgives 
mistekes. Instant, skni^ text -block operations. 
Uses K6KB RAM. Comprehensive package. 
$150 to $400. 

PELAOAMFORMATICA 
562 Johnson St. 

Kingston. Canada K7L-2A1 
Source STP892 
(613)549-1747 


Cheapware" 

The Superscribe wil write a 7 page letter or any 
lengto manuscript, create and itodate a rnak or- 
der tee and type form letters. duplicate toe func- 
tions of a standard typewriter and enxAate toe 
BASIC program editor. It is suppled on diskette 
in unprotected BASIC so may be modifiel to suit 
you needs Price; $27.50. Specify DOS 1.1/2.0 
Robert L. Nicolai 
4038 N. Ninth Street. 

St. Louis. MO 63147 


QUICK-TEXT II 

Everytoing you expect from a fid screen word 
processor/tad editor and more. Easy to use. 
Features: print from edit, spelling aid. wide doc- 
ument support (up to 253 chars/lne). muttipte 
printers (up to 4). headers, footers pagination, 
and integr^ text merge. Requires 1^. DOS 
iO. 1.1. or 1.0 $70.00. 

Oistributed SiXtware Systems. Inc. 

RO. Box 1301 
Northbrook, 1 60062 
(312)634-1511 

$39.95-MINI WORD PROCESSOR 

Order it now— pay tor it or return within 14 days 
otreceipt!Veryfast.ful-screeneditorthal'sper- 
lect for beginners or for anyone wfth srnal typ- 
ing tasks ol up to 10 pages. Use lor lefters, labels 
and mass maings. Price inckittes shipping and 
any Wt tax. No phone orders please. 
PHILOtXS 
PO. Box 56039 
Madison. Wl 53705 
(606)271-1799 

LEADING EDGE* WORD 
PROCESSING" 

This second generation software package 
transforms an BM PC or oxnpalible system kWo 
a detkcated word process^ offering profes- 
sional quality word processing combined with 
professional ease of use. Leading Edge Word 
Processing is designed to kiy utibB toe BM PC 
keyboard making toe package very logical and 
easy to team. Import teabjres include ex- 
traordinary cursor control, cotar capability and 
innovative documentation. 

LEADING EDGE PRODUCTS 
225TumpikaSt. 

Canton, MA 02021 
(800)34^^.(617)628-8150 

PC-WRITE" 

Features: wordwrap, search/replace, jusbly, 
block move/copy/deiete. headers/lootera. etc. 
Help screen, quick ref can], 100 page manual. 
Split screen, edit two files at once. Disk with 
software arto manual $10; regisftation Mth sup- 
port source, and commissions $75. Shareware; 
can copy and share with others. Visa/MC 
OmCKSOR 
219 First North 4)224 
Seattle. WA 96109 
(206)282-0452 


SYSTEM HOUSES 
OEMS 


ASTI SYSTEM HOUSE PROGRAM 

AST is supplying a number of System Houses 
wito Add-On products tor the IM-PC, at signif- 
icant discount, imder its Vertical Market Ac- 
count program. If you are a VAR, VAD, or love 
applied for IBM's program and would Be to get 
(ixAi-function I/O Memory products, Disk Inter- 
face Cards, Local Area Networks, or IBM PC. 
3780. 5251, or 3270 Terminal Emulator and Pro- 
tocol ConMTsion products, see our Ad in this 
Magazine and cal: 

DR JERRY OflOSZ. MARKETING ORECTOR 
AST RESEARCH INC. 

2372 Morse Avenue 
kvine.CA 92714 
(714)540-1333 

AST'S OEM PROGRAM 
AST is presently supplyinQ product in volume to 
major manufacturers of Communications 
Equipment, CAO/CAM, and Indusftiai products 
based on the IBM-PC and PC/Compattoie prod- 
ucts. M your Company is involved in the OEM 
Market or is bidding on large contracts with the 
RG as toe central computer, please cal: 

OR JERRY OROSZ. MARKETING DtRECTOR 
AST RESEARCH NC. 

2372 Morse Avenue 
kvine.CA 92714 
(714)540-1333 


USER GROUPS 


PASCAL NEWS 

Pascal News 1$ the official but informal publi- 
cation of the Pascal Users' Group (PUG). PUG 
l)rorrx)tes the use of. and toe ideas behi^ the 
pfogramminQ lang u age Pascal. Pascal News has 
sevenyearsofbackissuesatpresentanddoc- 
uinents source programs written In Pascal Four 
issues per year— 
mSCAlNEWS 
2903 Huntgington Rd. 

CteMland. OH 44120 

USE USI 

Consult PC; Blue Book every month lor easy ref- 
erence to setvices/hardware/software. You can 
be part of PC: Blue Book for 4 issues for only 
$600. You get 7 ines of copy, PLUS a boitface 
headng. PLUS 4 ines for your name, address, 
and phone number. Logo art $300 addUonaL 
Reach ouHo the largest market of BM PC own- 
ers and users T(X)AY Cal Lois Price cdect today. 
PC; BLUE BOOK 
IParkAMnue 
New York, NY 10016 
(212) 72^5 colect 
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If you use DOS, 
you need this program. 


Do a DIR. Look at the size of your program 
files. You are seeing wasted space. The 
Realia Spacemaker^” shrinks your COM 
and EXE files. No more wasted space. 


MICROSTAT® ^ 

Advanced Statistics Package 


MICROSTAT® is an interactive, file-oriented 
statistics package that includes: 

• Data Management Subsystem for file 
creation. Allows editing, sorting, ranking 
and transformation of data. 



How it works: Uninitialized (binary zero) 
areas are compressed, and the relocation 
entries are eliminated. When executed, 
the program expands and relocates itself, 
recreating the original program. 

Realia Spacemaker™ $75 (ppd.) 

Talk to DEC® equipment? Use the Realia 
Termulator™. Full VT100A/T52 emulation 
and file transfer capabilities. 

Realia Termulator™ $95 (ppd.) 


■ COD Shipments ■ Quantity Discounts 


• Descriptive Statistics, Hypothesis Testing, 
Frequency Distributions and Histograms, 
ANOVA, Nonparametric tests. 

• Correlation and Regression (including 
stepwise multiple regression). Time 
Series, Scatterplots. 

• Crosstabs, Chi-square tests. Factorials, 
Permutations, Combinations, and eight 
Probability Distributions. 

MICROSTAT® has been the most popular statis- 
tics package in the microcomputer market for 
the past three years and is now available for 
the IBM-PC. 

Requires PC-DOS and 64K memory but can 
utilize more memory if available. Dual disk 
drives recommended. 


UEAU/k 


(312) 

346'0642 


10 South Riverside Plaza 
I Chicago, Illinois 60606 ■ 
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I inMUCADT business/statistical 
LIUNnCHtl I BOOKS AND SOFTWARE 
TUTORIAL, NON-MATHEMATICAL TEXTS. MBA 
LEVEL. MENU-DRIVEN COMPILED SOFTWARE. 


EXPERIMENTAL STATISTICS: Samp(e Dlsihbuiions 
Hypothesis Tests. Type t & It Errors. Confidence intervals. Analysis 
Of Variance. Regression. Orthogonal Polynomials. Covariance. 
Design Of Experiments. Response Surfaces. Many Examples. 

BOOK + 2 DISKS - $75 


FORECASTING AND TIME-SERIES: Moving Average 
And Exponential Smoothing. Decomposition Methods. Regression 
Techniques. Autoregression. Correlation and Cross-Correlation. 

Fast Fourier Transforms. ARIMA Models. Practical Examples. 

BOOK + 2 DISKS - $75 


BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC FORECASTING: How 

To Make Business Forecasting Models. Inflation Adjustment. 
Trends. Cycles & Seasonality. Application Of Decomposition. 
Regression And ARIMA Techniques. Over 24 Real-World Time- 
Series Used As Examples. 

BOOK + 3 DISKS - $95 


BUSINESS AND FINANCE MATH: Replaces All The 
Tables. Compound Interest. Loans. Discounts. Present & Final 
Value. Annuities. Sinking Funds. Amortizations. Bond Basis Prices 
& Yields. Flat & 'And Interest’ Prices. Financial Ratio Analysis. 

BOOK + 1 DISK - $32 


FORMATS: PODOS. Apple DOS-3.3. CP/M (Specify) 
Order by Check. VISA, or MASTERCARD. $2 Handling. 

LIONHEART PRESS INC. 
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The price is $325 and the user's manual $25. 
To order, call or write; 

P.O. Box 68602 
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0602 
(317) 2SS-6476 

f^iCftOSTAT 18 B lf«a«mBfk of ECOSOFT. INC 
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9-TRACK MAG. 

TAPE SUBSYSTEM 

for the 



For information inter- 
change, backup and archi- 
val storage, IBEX offers a 
9-track, IBM format-com- 
patible Vi” magnetic tape 
subsystem for the IBM PC. 
featuring: 

■ 42 M-Bytes on a single 
reel. 

■ Automatic loading. 

■ IBM format 1600 cpI. 

■ Software lor PC-DOS, 
MS-DOS or CPM-86. 

Write, phone or TWX 

for information 


IBEX COMPUTER CORP. 

20741 Marina St. 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 
(213) 709-8100 
TWX; 91(1-493-2071 


IBM PC 
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DataMate 2.0 

A truly all-purpose DATABASE 
MANAGER 

Exceptionally easy to use manual 
Menu driven commands (Add-Delete 
Edil-Lisl-Print-Sort'Search-Help) 
“User Defined Option” to customize 
your application 

Total package includes manual, a 
master diskette and sample data disk 


Send for a DataMate 2.0 demo diskette to see for 
yourself the many applications and benefits. Once 
you’ve seen the program, you’ll be convinced that 
you get more performance and flexibility with 
DataMate 2.0 


PLUS, you’ll be receiving DataMate 2.0 demo on a 
quality DSDD diskette, one you can count on day 
after day. 

Available on IBM-PC, Columbia. DEC Rainbow, Tl Professional. 
Epson and other 16-bit computers. 

$10.00 demo diskette 

DataMate 2.0 $129.95 

Compu-haus (10.00 credit with proof of purchase 

507 NW Cherokee from demo diskette) 

Kansas City, MO 64150 Add 2.50 shipping and Handling 
816-587-0660 Check. M.O.. Visa and Master 

Charge 




, ■ ' — k 

yy//l 


Screen Generation Systems For BASIC Applications 

Doni Waste Time 
Programming Screens! 

BasicWindow It i productivfty packaga that itraamlinas 
your appllcatiofl devalopmant acttvity with powerful design 
and programming tools. 




BasicWindow is a total package that integrates all screen generation 
functions It consisis of: 

A A powerful Screen Editor which lets you design program 
screens, including graphics and color 
^ A Macro Language and Macro Compiler to provide an inte- 

- grated programming interface to the screen driver routines 
9 A powerful Screen Driver which is easily merged with your 

- application program to control screen processing 
9 A complete manual and reference card 

If you develop BASIC applications on the IBM PC, IBM XT. or selectedcom- 
patibies . you cani afford to be without BasicWindow. You also need DOS 1 . 1 
or 2.0, 64K RAM. One Disk Drive. 80 Column Display. Optional Printer, 
and BASICA (tor your application) 

For a complete description, please contact 

GFC Sofiwarp Dnugn (203)327-9866 
15 Albin Road. Stamford. CT 06902 
A Division of n. kkkkman a company 

ISM'SitrMtmwkotiniefnatKxuiBusinmMKtMesCorporaMn telcWMnr<savaMnjrk 
o«G FKtUAN a COiiPANV 
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PSYCHE™ 
TALKS BACK 


NOW YOUR PC WILL TALK BACK TO YOU 
FINALLY A REALLY NEW MODERN ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM. Written eepecially to capitalize on 
the spaed and power of the IBM PC. PSYCHE wtH hold a 
delightfully real keyboard converaation with you on 60 eubiects. 
including marriage, work and aax. PSYCHE'sraaponsaa are toon 
target you will firxf yourtalf thinkir>g of PSYCHE at an actual 
parton. 

Payeha'e Raaponaaa are grammatical, ttimulating. provocative aryj 
to the point. It't hard to believe PSYCHE itn't a real parton. 

Talk It Over With Ptycha. inttead of your friandt. PSYCHE wiH 
always listen quietly and never gossip. Tall PSYCHE anything. 
Psyche la Fun & Educational. Suitable as a Rogerian Counseling 
teaching aid. PSYCHE creates responses that are reflactive. 
nonjudgmental and fiondiractive. 

Ptycha Usually Stays With Your Feelings, like a real therapist and 
never judges you. or hands out gratuitous advice. PSYCHE has 
unlimited time artd patience. 

Psyche la Powerful. PSYCHE knows 1000 significant words arid 
draws on almost 500 responses. 1S0K Program artd files. NOT A 
GAME. 

Teach Psyche Mora. Simple menus let you expand or edit the 
vocabulary and responses on-line with no programming. 

Sava & Print Converaations and compile statistics. Machine 
language gives rapid raaponsas. Sevan page manual included. 
Show Off Your Computer. Invite your friends to talk with PSYCHE 
about anything at all. F^YCHE will even GREET THEM BY NAME. 

AFFORDABLE PRICE 950.00 

PHONE OR MAIL. VISA, MASTERCARD OR CHECK 
Shipping & Handling 92. Florida residents add 6% tax. 

( 305 ) 391-4610 

Copyright 1983 BALIS COMPUTING. INC. 

PO Box 273261. Boca Raton. FL 33427 
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Monitor Mover 
Gives You Back Your Desk 



Monitor Mover frees up valuable work 
space while keeping your CRT close 
at hand. It adjusts in four ways to each 
individual user. To free up even more 
space put your system on the side of 
your desk with the System Sidekick. 

Monitor Mover $129.95 
System SkJekick $79.95 

Lirn^Nlllllll 

CkxnputerAcc^sories 

P.O. Box 8056, Grand Rapids, Ml 49508 (616) 2414040 
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PC LOGO"“ IS HERE! 


I Now For IBM PC! 

I MCBA Mini-Computer 

I Software For 

■ Distributors and Manufacturers 

I —A FULLY INTEGRATED 

■ ACCOUNTING AND DISTRIBUTION 

■ MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

5 • RM COBOL 

■ • SOURCE CODE AVAILABLE 

■ • FIELD TESTED — 8 YRS. 

■ • UP TO 9 INTERACTIVE MODULES 

I • G/L, A/R, A/P, PR, I/M, C.O.P., P/0 

■ B.O.M.P.. J/C 



The Logo language for the IBM®PC is here. PC LOGO is a 
full implementation of Logo including word and list capability 
as well as turtle graphics. SfKe PC LOGO incorporates much 
of the syntax of Logos available on other computers, it is easy 
to learn. Yet F*C LOGO goes far beyorxl other versions of 
Logo by taking advantage of the extra features of the IBM PC 
including function and arrow keys and provides a greatly 
enhanced editor. 

A complete tutorial for beginning users and a full reference 
manual have been vmtten for PC LOGO by a consortium of 
Boston-based Logo experts. 


Dealerships and Consultant Arrangements 
Available 


Macola, 

Incorporated 


'181 S. Main Street Marion, Ohio 43302 
(614) 382-5991 

MCBA is a Registered Trademark of 
^ Mini-Computer Business Applications 
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PC LOGO features irKlude; 

• Program and Utility Disks •Runs with IBM DOS 

• Complete Tutorial and Reference Manuals 

• Full peiip>heral communication capability 

• 64K expandable to 128K •Function k^ defined 

SI 99.95 complete 
(Dealer Irxjuiries Welcome) 

To order PC LOGO, contact: Harvard Associates. IrK. 

260 Beacon Street 
Somerville. MA 02143 
(617) 492-2999 

IBM is a registered trademark of IBM Corp. 
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BELIEVE IT 
OR NOT 

WE CAN GIVE YOU 

20 % ^ 40 % 

'OFF IBM- PC SOFTWARE\ 
• DEUVEEY IN 72 HOUpS 
• NO DELIVERY CHARGE 


2^- 



Peacniext 5000 
Inaworcd, 
a star is bom. 

if ONLY $275. 


ff| TV ORDER CALL: 

^11 ( 516 ) 754-2216 

SOFTWARE 

jilEXPRESS 

Ixclwclvaly IBM P.C. S«ftw«r« 


50 Little Neck Rd • Centerport. N Y 11721 
CIRCLE 161 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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Peach Text 5000 has arrived. 
A complete personal pro- 
ductivity system for word 
processing, financial model- 
ing and simple data-man- 
agement. All at one price. 


PeachText 5000 k available for a select list of microcomputers: The IBM 
Perxona! Computer . the COMPAQ Portable Computer", The Texas 
Instruments Professional Computer , Zenith Z-100 . and EA(>LK PC. 
Plus Free 90 day support from Peachtree Software Inc. 


“the smartest way PeachtreC SoftWaTC 

'X™' byEDU*[^E 

KOtCATIONXL .SOITWARE AT NRH IX)W COST 


OTHER SOnWME AVIULMLE • M Cmm • Eaa44wWtH 
• Ofltot fiiiaictlia) * 6fH>ln • Ml McMtHiti 

• Quantity Discounts Available 

• Dealers Inquiries Invited 

COMPU-MEDIA SOFTWARE INC 

(Orv. ol Compu-Media Suppkes Inc ) 

1S9 Main St.. Staten Island. N.Y. 10307 
TERMS:— VISA. M.C. or C.O.D. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-000-248-2418 

IN N.Y. STATE 212-M7-1700 

I PtMchiree 

1 Software 

AUTHORIZED 

DISTRIBUTOR 
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PC: Mart 


PROMPT DELIVERY!! 

fS SAME DAY SMIPPtNG (USUALLY) 


64K DYNAMIC RAM ICs 
200 ns (<i S5.97 
150 ns (a $6.09 


These are the ICs you need to 
expand your IBM PC memory Irv 
stall these yourself in the mother- 
board or an expansion board Our 
prices are often half that of retail 
stores Our quality is second to 
nona 


MU oVwr memory C> 
2n2« 2764 6264 M 
WeM4«n»riC« 


M«4M'C«'a VISA « UPS CASH . 

Faelery New. Prime Parts oiPcn 
MICROPROCESSORS UNLIMITED 
MOCS^K*'* (918)267-4961 






SAVE MORE 

THAN EVER ON 

3M Scotch* 

DISKETTES 


$i 95 “--^$O 70 

1“" 5VDSOO W 
I Oty 20 (745)-. Qty 20 


Order so or more 3M dWMtlM before March IS, 
t9S4 artd eawe an aetn ten cents per dtokatie. 


S2-4SM 

$3.96 ea 
$2.orM 
$3.64 M 
$3.30 u 


SSOO— 96TPI {7461 
5'4- DSOD— 96TP1 (747) 
r SSSD<740) 

r SSOO (741) 

r DSOO{743) 

Silippmg; SVi* O'SMRes Only Si 7S Handkng • 20 p« 
d>$Aeiie» ordeied S' Oisaarres CMy $2 00 Kandhra • 
par 10 Oskettes orOamd Ptymam: VISA MASTEHCARO 
COO (SdOOaslraOwoaiorcnack Taiea: Uma custom- 
ers oMyaoo 8% 

For last servics csM 
Nationwide: 1-800-621-6827 
In Illinois: 312-944-2788 

DISK WORLD! 

SwW 4006 • 30 East Huron Street • Cmcago. Mmoa 606ii 


Authorized Distributor 

Information Processirtg Products t|3|V| 


COMPATIBILITY 

PORTABILITY 

VERSATILITY 


ATTACHE and 
ATTACHE 8:16 
VICTOR 9000 

COLUMBIA MPC-VP Portable 
MBSI-Real World 
Accounting Software 
CORONA 

CALL FOR PRICES 



\ 

lId 

ALPHA-TEXT, LTD. 

1090S Pon Washington Road 

Suite 401 

Fori Washington Maryland 20744 
301-248- 1000 or 301-292-7330 



We Help Bring 
Your Family Together 

6 Types of Charts and Sheets 
Indices 
User Fields 

Notes, Footnotes and Sources 
No Limits 

Adapts to Your Hardware 
Comprehensive 
Easy to Use 
And Much, Much More 

S«nd lor brochure 
and Mmple priniouis 
Family Roots 
includes de- 
tailed manual 
and 2 lull dis- 
kettes o( pro- 
grams for your 
Apple It** or 
IBM PC* 


-(¥!> 

Family 

Roots 


Price 
S18S plus 

saso 

visa. Master- 
card Accepted. 


QUINSEPT, INC. 

P.O. Box 216, Lexington. .MA 02173 (6r7f Bo2 0404 


Persona! computer users 

FOR FREE 
ACCESS TO A 
BEHER JOB 
CALL CLEO. 


(213)618-8800 (408)294-2000 
(415)482-1550 (714)476-8800 
(619) 224-8800 
Standard -\S('|| todt* 
i f'-s assistant e 
J1 { 


CompuMf LiMnoa of Cmptoyirant Opportunitie* 
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QUAUTY PRODUCTS FOR 
IBM PC 
RAMS 

4164 64K 200 n»c DRAMS S5.25 M. 
416464K1S0n9cDRAMS...SCAa 
(Ml FOR QUA/trny RUR(MAS£! 
DISKDRIVES 

SlimliM 320KB $199 

Tt^SSB $229 

SbtigMrt SA400L $169 

SlHig9rtSA45SB $239 

COMPLfTE SYSTEM 
The Mew TA¥A PC 128K. 2-320 hoppy iitk 
Omee, caetnllen. viOee cerO, eeP monitor, 
rwttlBMD0S1.1.2.0»odCPIM86. 

Ust Price . . . S239S OUR PRICe. . . $1995 

COLOR CARD 

COLOR GRAPHICS CARD FOR 

IBM PC $245 

(Ml FOR IBM PC AMD OTHFR PRODUCTS 
ANI — 177S2 SKYPARK CtRCli, ST{ 210 
IR¥IM£. CA 92714 

714/261-6226 • 714/261-6227 


BRNNER 



Print banners on your IBM PC* with the 
BANNER program. Design your own fonts with 
character design editor (included)! Requires 
64K. DOS. 60 col display. Basica. one disK and 
parallel printer $32.95 (Visa, MC accepted) 

To order call loll free (24 hrs/day) 

80(>824-7888 ask for operator 969 
(In Alaska or Hawaii call 000024-79191 
Sam Wilson & Associaiet 
PO Bo. 37066 Houston, TX 77237 
(713)2706450 

‘Trademaik iniemaiionaJ Business Machines Corp 


Dynax Letter Quality 

DX-15 Daisy Wheel Printer 


• 3K Buffer 

• 2 (^r Printing 
eBokl Printing 

• Super/Sub 

Script 

• Proport lorul 

Spacing 

• Aulo Double 

Strike 

• Logic Seeking 

• Bi-direclional 



Printing 


" 1^35 

S145 


e Optional Key Board 
e Brother HR1 $555 

aJukiBlOO $465 

e rfanstar-315, 7 colofs S435 

• CITOH. Gwhinis and more 

*coo »aa 2% 

MICRO EXPRESS INTL 

5033 Clairemoni Mesa Blvd. Ste 30W 
San Diego. CA 9?tl7 

™ (619) 576-8330 — ^ 
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PERSONAL SEHVICE/FRIENDLY ADVICE 
DISCOUNT PRICES 

IBM® Diskettes 

Sv.'SS(t)0- Soft DO. Olio 


S’/i'DSK)0-Soni>O(Ofl0 

FREEi'.i I' borary case witn 5' 

B DS/DO-BoioflO 

■ (kimputer 
onic 01 3000 1 
f momfor/u/fycompafiOie 
with IBM* PC. Apple III ano f«EC 
PCS001 Also compatible with most f\rr 
home computers LIST $539 OrP 
Call NOW. We carry computers, and an e.iensive 
line of 4U. compuiei leiaieO products. Business ana 
Educational software a specialty 

CtrctMi WwW BectTMCs. Corp. 

156 Depot Rd Huntington SlaMn. N Y 11746 

Call COLLECT 516-423-9100 

UaslerCharge. Visa. Personal Checks Accepted 
Fr<c«t tul^l to CAariQO witnowi notica 


‘29 

*39 

I Diskeile 

*49 

*750 

CMC 

25% 
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*IBM PC Compatible 

E -PROMS -CALL' ItMMPrcnA^tyv^^ I 

•4164-150P $520 

*4164-200 505 

4116-200 149 

•4164-120 549 

6116-P3 499 

Disk Drives: (F.D.B. Tampa) 

•TNI-100-2 $ 22424 

-4 29983 

•TWI- 50-2 22386 

*10 mb win 1,38547 

IMS^S 2 Q/16M plugins 90 ) 

AAt 12 K shipping to all ordtrs 2 6% tor Cfadil card orders 

OEM • Quantity discounts available • P.O.s on ■ 
approval • C O D OK • Credit cards • FL residents I 
add 5% tax • All new. no surplus, rx) seconds 

(Aces subiact to changa I 

4920 Cypress St., Tampa. FL 33607 ■ 
In FL. and for Info., call 813-8750299 1 

TOR ORDERS ONLY, 800-237-8910 | 

23 8AM-8PMEST 


IVhen H come* to quality »oJtu>arv 
for microsyatem*. DYNACOMP deliver*: 



PERSONAL FINANCE SYSTEM: S39.95 
TTie Systems ... Acer* AtiB» Canon Commooora 
Compusiar CPrM FranUm H/2-100 
IBM PC Kaypro Mono* NEC NortnSiai 
OsMme SuporBram Ttmaa TRS-SO 
The Software ... 

MwtHiunt ausiHcai 
OMNS 

LANOUMiaS KifNCC 

Nam« brans SMliMIsi; St»*5/10<M. 80b/h«o iins) 
IncIvSM FRee plaMM »loraS* boa ASS S> 00 «Hippim 

CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG 
OVNAC08SP- INC- 

1427 Monro* Avsnus. RochMt*r, N.V. 14*18 
T*l*phon*: (71*) 442-89*0 


■OIMMta toucatoi 
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MP& PROM 
PROGRAMMER 



T 



and S*100 Bus 1 


• PC fomoatible PROM 2000 r-ard 

• S100 rompalibie PHOM 200 r.a»d 

• 2e»o-insprlior> socket on erternal bo« 

• PROM tvD* Aolrwam swii^rlabln 

• Personality bo« to» 

EPROMS <24 pins A 2S o>nsl 

• 2516 2716 2732 2732A ?7M 
27128 27256 MC68764 

• EPROM version ol micfofirorpsso' 

• 8748/8749/8751 

• 16 20 and 24 pms Bl POLAR PROMS 

• 20 and 24 nins Proqiammahin Loo>c 
array <PALi 

• MSOOS CP'M 86 rP/M-80 

Advanced Microcomputer 
Systems. Inc. 

PO Bo* 9531 „ — 

Coral Sprinqs FL 33075 191 ft! 
Phone (3051 755-229 1 g* ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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PC Tutor 



Counting the Bytes 
Q: I would like to know precisely how 
much RAM storage the IBM PC is really 
capable of using. I have seen various 
numbers. The RAM board instruction 
manual I have indicates “more than 
544K.” One of your answers, “A Sur- 
feit of Memory” in PC, Volume 2 Num- 
ber 6, implied that problems develop 
because of overlays if memory is as large 
as 832K. The System Memory Map in 
the Technical Reference Manual shows 
64K on the system board, a I92K maxi- 
mum I/O channel, and 384K for future 
expansion. So how much memory really 
can be assigned to a RAM disk? 

Michael D. Fabre 

A: The Technical Reference Manual 
shows the right number — the maximum 
addressable memory you can insert into 
an IBM PC is 640K. The 64K PCs, how- 
ever, do not support more than 544K 


interrutUy. When the 256K PC was intro- 
duced, at the same time as the XT, the 
EPROM BIOS was changed to accom- 
modate an additional 96K. This change 
really only affected the way the memory 
switches are interpreted. 

You can Jit even more memory into 
the computer by using a bank switching 
arrangement. This method puts only I 
page of memory (which may be anything 
from IK lo5l2K) on the bus atony time. 
By sending a byte to a port, you switch 
between the pages on the memory card. 
This is the way the Tall Tree Systems 
memory card works. 

A final approach is to have a memory 
card that looks like a data port. You out- 
put the memory address to the port, and 
the port returns the value on the card at 
that address or writes a value to that 
address. This is how the SemiDisk Sys- 
tems memory card works. 

If you just want a larger RAM disk, 
either of these cards will lei you support 
one, since the RAM disk can read the 
memory appropriately. 

As for the megabyte-sized memory 
cards, check to make sure that a card 
uses bank switching (also called "pag 
ing"). Putting a plain memory card with 
a linearly addressed megabyte into the 
PC would overlap the video display 
memory and the BIOS and BASIC in 
ROM, causing dreadful results. 


Penny-Wise Pound Signs 
Q: I’m puzzled by the way the PC does 
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Shakespeare had every gift for writing. 
Except one. 


The FinalWord. 

As the Bard himself would have said, “that which we call word processing will never be 
the same.” 

Because The FinalWotd turns tough writing jobs into play. With an arsenal of word processing 
commands so powerful, you’re free at last to concentrate 
solely on having great ideas. While The FinalWord 
concentrates on making them look good on paper. 

You never format. You only think. 

In fact, one reviewer called The FinalWord 
“the thinking person’s word processor.” 

Here’s something else to think 
about. With The FinaIV\brd, you 
never have to worry about losing 
your deathless prose to a system 
crash or power failure. Because 
The FinalWotd continuously 
saves it 

See The FinalWord in 
action at your local computer 
store. Who knows? It could 
even determine whether your 
next masterpiece is to be or 
not to be. 

The FinalWord 

Finally, word processing 
becomes thought processmg. 


PC TUTOR 


arithmetic. For instance, I keyed in 
“16918855,” divided this by 100, and 
wrote the result to disk. But when I read 
it back, the number is 169188.5625. 
Even if 1 hadn't divided by 100, the 
number comes back as 16918856! 

Would you tell me what 1 have to do 
for the PC to keep numbers correct to the 
penny? 

Don Catalini 
Solon, Ohio 

A: You are encountering a precision 
problem. According to the BASIC 2.0 
manual (page 3-1 1 ), single-precision (7 
digit) real numbers are accurate only up 
to 6 digits. Since arithmetic operations 
may introduce errors in the least signif- 
icant digit, you need a numerical preci- 
sion of at least 9 digits to preserve the 
8-digit number you gave. 

Since double-precision real numbers 
have 55 bits for the mantissa, you can 
use this format to represent integers up 
to 2~56 — about 16 digits. (Refer to the 
BASIC 2.0 manual, page C-15, where 
the real number format is described.) 

The solution to your problem is to 
store the number as double precision. 
Examine the following BASIC session 
(underlined portions are what you 
enter): 

A= 16918855 

OK 

PRINT A- 16918080 

8856 

A# = 16918855# 

OK 

PRINT A#- 16910008# 

8855 

In BASIC, following a number or vari- 
able with the pound sign (#) will indicate 
that the number should be stored as dou- 
ble precision. You'd think BASIC would 
realize that your 8-digit number cannot be 
stored adequately as a single-precision 
real number, and would adjust according- 
ly. However, BASIC works by assuming 
single precision, unless you use a DEF 
command or the # sign. 


Going for a New Record 

Q: 1 have a problem defining fields for 
random disk files in BASIC. It is my 
understanding that the maximum total 
length of any field statement is 256 
bytes. This restriction, along with 
strings being limited to no more than 255 
bytes, makes it extremely difficult to 
define large blocked records. 

My data files contain 512-byte, full- 
sector records with more than 50 fields 
per record. Although I can redefine the 
records using multiple-field-definition 
statements, when I try to block ten of 
these records, the padding needed for 
records 1-9 uses up all the available 256 
bytes. Is there any way to solve this 
using BASIC? 

Robert Svenson 
Barrington, Illinois 

A: You should be happy to find that there 
is no real limit to the size of a random 
record. You can easily define a FIELD 
statement that gives a total record size of 
more than 512 bytes. The trick here lies 
in informing BASIC sufficiently ahead of 
the time that you plan on using a larger 
record size. 

When you load BASIC, it allocates a 
certain amount of storage to a disk buff- 
er. Your record size may not exceed the 
original allocated buffer size. To allo- 
when you call BASIC. For example: 

BASICA /S:2000 

will dffine a storage biffer of 2,000 char- 
acters. 


Beyond the Horizontal 
Q: I recently installed a NEC RGB mon- 
itor on my IBM PC. On this monitor, the 
cursor went too far to the left edge of the 
screen. Adjusting the horizontal center- 
ing control inside the monitor helped, 
but did not completely solve the prob- 
lem. Why does this occur? Is there a per- 
manent solution? 

Gene P. Ahl 
Rochester, New York 


Atron 
Announces 
A State-of- 
the-Art 
Advance in 
Debugging 
Software on 
the IBM PC 



• REAL TIME HARDWARE 
BREAKPOINT 

• REAL TIME TRACE 

• 8 CHANNEL LOGIC 
ANALYZER 

• SYMBOLIC 
DEBUGGING 

• HIGH LEVEL 
LANGUAGE SUPPORT 

• PROGRAM PATCHING 

• ENHANCED HUMAN 
INTERFACE 

• FULL SPEED 
EXECUTION 

• PROGRAM CRASH 
RECOVERY 


PC PROBE IS AVAILABLE NOW. 
SO WHY WASTE TIME. CALL US 
TODAY. (408) Z4f-5900 
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MEANS SERIOUS BUSINESS AT A 


floppy disk drives 


TANDON TM 100 2 C9QQ HALF HT. DISK DRIVES 

FULLY IBM PC COMPATIBLE SOUTH'S LARGEST SUPPLY • TOP NAMES • DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


networking/protocol conversion 


PCnet BY ORCHID TECHNOLOGY 

LO COST, HI PERFORMANCE NTWK, BEST SOFTWARE 

SNA & BISYNC PRODUCTS 

3780, 5251, 3274 


rinters 


r PLOTTERS 

AMDEK PLOTTERS?T“ CALL! 

HOUSTON INST. PLOTTERS CALL! 


DOT MATRIX 

EPSON FX80 & 1 OOiieocpsi Best Price! 
EPSON RX80T or F/T Best Price! 
EPSON MX 100 New Low Price! 

NEC P2 & P3 (180CPSI Best Price! 

C-ITOH Prownter'Prowftier 2 $369/$649 

IDS CDLDR Best Price! 

OKIDATA ML 92 & 93i6oc„ Best Price! 

OKIDATA ML84 $999 


OKIDATA 2410p..«™,i,i3bocp„ Best Price! 

DIABLD P38 1400 CPS] Best Price! 

TOSHIBA P-1350 1360X180 DPI) Best Price! 

GEMINI! OX &15X $295/3425 

MANNESMAN TALLY 160L $625 


NEW FROM QUADRAM COLOR INK JET PRINTER 

ni I A n ITT WITH SOFTWARE SUPPORTING IBM PC p A I I I 
UUAU'Jtl BEAUTIFUL COLOR & SILENT UALL! 


LETTER QUALITY 


NEC SPINWRITER Best Price! 

DIABLO 620, 630. 630 ECS Best Price! 

C-ITOH Pmtmaster (55 CPSI $1095/31495 

BROTHER HR-1 & HR-25 $575/CALL! 

TRANSTAR 120*130 oX Best Price! 


ramchips 


64K RAMCHIPS $59/3175 

(64K9 QnAJpgrade KM I192K 27 ClwAlpTadB Kit) 

CALL FOR QUOTE ON QUANTITY CHIP PURCHASES 


Cl A Al ^QW^BFUL LOCAL 

CLAIM AREA NETWORK FOR THE IBM PC 


inAAA "STILL A BEAUTY" 

InlVIA REPLACES 3278's WITH PC’s 


IRMALINE / IRMALETTE 

BLUE LYNX 5251 EMULATOR 


multifunction boards 


AST SixPak Best Price! 

AST MegaPlus Best Price! 

AST DiskPlus Haiti Disk Controller' Best Price! 

AST I/O Plus fo';, 2 '!osrpt:Xr Best Price! 

QUAOBOARO New Version 64 364K. . $275/3549 

TECMAR CAPTAIN 64K384K $285 

SEATTLE RAM + 3 Best Price! 

TALL TREE 5 1 2KJ RAM W Jet Drive $650 

PROFIT Systems RAMplI&Eine $299/3680 

BABY BLUE 64K CPM Emulator Best Price! 

QUADLINK SoltwaieonlBMPC Best Price! 


monitors/keyboards 


PGS Hi Res 690 Ool RGB Best Price! 

QUADCHROMEhirkrgb Best Price! 

AMDEK Color II - 1 - Best Price! 

AMDEK Color IV 72000 , Best Price! 

AMDEK 300A/300G.r $159/3149 

AMDEK 31 OA Alternate to IBM Green Screea . . $185 

COLBY Keyboard In Stock Now CALL! 


MOUSE calu 

PIIDTIQ Moi^dor Pedestal. Keyboard Extension Cable. PAIII 


MICROFAZER1BKI28KI Slack Spoolei Starling A 1 $139 

BACK UP Power Supply 200 & 400 Watts. . . CALL! 
SURGE PROTECTORisobar CALL! 


IBM s a regotered trademark of kttamaMnal Busness Madwes 






DISCOUNT 


CORPORATE BUYERS WELCOME 


softwar 


MICROSOFT COMPILERS 

Basic • Cobol • Pascal • C-Compiler 


Wakes Up Informadon 
LolusI 


DIGITAL RESEARCH COMPILERS CALL! 

CALL! 
$169 
CALL! 

$249 

CALL! 
CALL! 

$65 
$109 
$85 
$65 

CALL! 

$55 
CALL! 
$55 
$119 
$249/239 
CALL! 
CALL! 
$35 
CALL! 
CALL! 
$89 


l/rw II 1 O Q Wakes up Infor 
l\C T II I Management In 

MultiPlan 

SuperCalc III Superior Graphics Than Lotus 

ALPHA Data Base Manager II 

Accepts LOTUS 1-2-3 File Transfer 

ALPHA Type Faces Spec. Chat Generator 

T.K. SolverFns Eng. MoiUes Abo AvaiaUe 

Norton UtilitiesAMust< 

CROSSTALK XVI Microstuf 

SMARTCOM lU 
ProKey 

Lattice C-Compiler 
P.C. Tutor 
Friendly Ware 

Frieze Graphics Screen Dump Utitv That Works' 
FINANCIER II Personal or Tax Senes 

Dow JOFIGSMki Analyzer /Mki Manager 

PFS Write, File, Report, Graph 

lUS ACCOUNTING 
COPY II PC 

Sideways Inverts Printouts 

SHOEBOX Desk Top Organizer 

Memory Shift 


raphic cards 


UrnPIII ro Monochrome Graphics PAt I I 

ntnUULtO SupportsLOTUS123 UMLL! 

PLANTRONICS Color+ Super HiRes. CALL! 

GRAPHICS Master JrG,:r„r'S,. $499 

QUADCOLOR I & II CALL! 

CALL! 
CALL! 


1 1 Cl Mono/Color Graphics-Par. Printer Pt. 

Uwl Fkckerless Scrolling-32K 

• ■mri/ WAAI MottolColor Graphics Par. Printer Pt. 

AMDEK MAI S pages storage 


VisiO n Km In Slock! VUnrtli Tin WaitI 

CALL! 

Knowledge Man 

$275 

VOLKSWRITER 

$125 

Microsoft WordwMocsn 

CALL! 

WORDSTARMaoPro'sProtessnnalSenes 

CALL! 

S T A R B U R S T Lri(S McroPro Software 

CALL! 

SupOrW ritGr Sorons W^. Speler & Maknetget 

CALL! 

VisiWord 

$275 

MultiMate 

CALL! 

lAfODnOl 1 lO DP Now W'lhe ‘30$$" Integrated 

WUnUrLUO'l U Spe»Cfc(iPkfiMa*ierge 

CALL! 

Final Word 

$199 


Easy Writer ll«js $199 

Easy Filer ll«js $199 

Peach Text 5000 $295 

Proof RGOdOr Random House Spelling Checker. . CALL! 

VisiCorp Series CALL! 

INFOSTAR CALL! 

dBase II AshtonTate $399 

FRIDAY! CALL! 

Bottom Line Strategist CALL! 

QUICKCODE CALL! 

dGraph/dUtil CALL! 


1 hard disks 

Hard Disk W/Sireamer Tape. 


O V O P Clk 1 Faster Streaming & Formatting 

O Y O U t IM than TAL16RASS. 1 0 & 20 MEGIF 

CALL! 

QU A 0 R A M 6 MEG FiiedlB MEG Removable 

CALL! 

DAVONGs. 10, 15.21. 32 MEGif 

Startmgal $1 395 

uTwUUll foryouriBMXT 

CALL! 


ORDERS ONLY 
1 - 800 - 241-8149 



modemsm 



HAYESsMARKMOOEM 1200 

CALL! 

• mm ^m mm 



HAYES SMARTMODEM 300 

HAYES 1200B New Plug In Modem Card. 
RIXON 1200 4800 BAUD 


$209 

CALL! 

CALL! 


6889 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. 
Norcross, GA 30092 


For Information 1-404-449-8089/Op. 5 









Asa professional, 
time is your 
stock in trade. With 

Time Accounlant* and your IBM PC^ 
you save time and expense records 
as compact, protected data tiles 
Then you save lime as your PC 
automatically calculates charges 
and generates invoices 

Time Accounlant is a Ilexible tool that 
allows you to track up to two dozen 
professionals, maintain existing 
codes, adjust rales or charges, bill 
at any time and use your own forms 



TIME 

ACCOUIMTAIMT 

Timekeeping and billing 
for professionals 

■ Time Accountant 

636 Waverley Street 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
(415) 328-7877 

System Requlramente: IBM PC or XT. 138K 
RAM. CXDS 1.1 or 2 0, two 320K drives (or 1 
with hard disk), high res-nx>nilor. printer 
Supports Winchester disk drives. 

Price: Record-keeping and invoicing rnodule 
available directly from Time Accountant for 
$320.00. Includes 12 pocket calendar/time 
sheet booklets and complete documentation 
Thirty day money-back guarantee Free up- 
grades for one year from date of sale. 

IBM CompaliMe Systems: Time Accountant runs 
on rT>ost MS-DOS systems with hardware 
configurations. Similar to the IBM PC. Call for 
information regarding specific machines 
•Reg trademark ol Software Quality Assoc 
tReg trademark of IBM Corporation 
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PC TUTOR 


A: The cursor moving loo far to the left is 
a result of differences between displays. 
Your display works by having an elec- 
tron beam move horizontally from left to 
right on the screen. When it reaches the 
right-hand edge, it is blanked out before 
it is pulled back to the left by a synchro- 
nization (synch) pulse. Monitors differ 
on several points: how long after the 
synch pulse before the beam reaches the 
left side, how far to the left is the left- 
hand edge, and how long after that until 
the beam is in position for display. 

The NEC display expects a longer 
period of lime between the synch pulse 
and the first character than the IBM col- 
or/ graphics card normally supplies. All 
is not lost. You can change the time 
delay with the PC -DOS MODE program 
by typing one of these lines: 

A> lll0DE 80.R.T 

A> M0DE 40.R.T 

This program will generate a test pattern 
and let you increase the lime delay, which 
has the effect of moving the whole picture 
to the left. Increase the lime delay umil the 
display is satiffactory. This is good until 
you reboot the computer or turn it cff. 

If you want your display to come up 
with 80 columns shifted 2 characters to the 
right, you can include this line in your 
AUTOEXEC. BAT file: 

MODE 80. R. 2 

If you do this, make sure the MODE pro- 
gram is included on your boot disk. 


Moving Upward with PC-DOS 

Q: For word prtxtessing I use EasyWriler 
1. 1 with PC-DOS 1.0 copied onto it. I 
want to update to PC-DOS 1 . 1 , but I’ve 
heard that there may be problems. IBM’s 
DOS 1.1 manual warns: “the IX)S 1.10 
commands should never be executed 
when you are running DOS 1 .00, and the 
DOS 1.00 commands should never be 
executed under DOS 1.10.’’ 

Does this mean that an EasyWriler 
storage diskette that had been formatted 


by PC-DOS 1 .0 should not be used if I 
am word processing with an EasyWriler 
program disk that has PC-DOS 1 . 1 cop- 
ied to it? Or vice versa; should EasyWril- 
er with PC-DOS 1 .0 copied to it not be 
used on a storage diskette formatted by 
PC-DOS l.l? 

A second question: how would 1 go 
about eliminating PC-DOS 1 .0 from my 
EasyWriler disk and replacing it with 
PC-DOS 1.1? 

Nicholas Rinaldi 
Fairfield, Connecticut 

A: When the DOS manual refers to 
‘ ‘commands' ' in that sentence, it really 
means ' ‘programs. ‘ ‘ If you are running 
PC-DOS 1. 1 and wish to perform 
CHKDSK, for example, make sure you 
use the CHKDSK.COM program sup- 
plied with PC-DOS LI, not 1 .0. 

Here's how to replace PC-DOS 1.0 
with DOS 1 .1 on your disks. Boot up the 
computer using the PC-DOS l.l disk — 
make sure you use the l.l utility pro- 
grams. Leave the PC-DOS l.l disk in 
drive A:. Then, do these two things to 
each old diskette you own, which you'll 
put in drive B:. First, run a CHKDSK on 
the old diskette. If this shows the two 
hidden system files are on it, transfer the 
new system files by entering SYS B: after 
the A> prompt. Then, gel a directory list 
of your old disk. Replace any PC-DOS 
programs on the old disk with their new 
1. 1 versions. For example: 

A>C0PY CHKDSK. COMB: 

will replace the CHKDSK program. 

Contrary to some reports, all versions 
of PC-DOS are upward compatible. PC- 
DOS 1. 1 can read and create I.O disks, 
and PC-DOS 2.0 can read and create PC- 
DOS 1. 1 and I.O disks. You should be 
carfful with EasyWriter, though. One of 
the earlier versions of this program sys- 
tematically ruins double-sided storage 
disks. This problem is not subtle; you 
should easily be able to detect whether 
your version of EasyWriter suffers from 
this ailment. ■ 
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PC~ MAGAZINE’S 
FREE PRODUCT 
INFORMATION 



Learning more about a 
product that's advertised or 
mentioned in an article in 
this issue of PC is as simple 
as 1-2-3- and is absolutely 
free! 


1 

Print or type your name and 
address on the attached 
card. Please use only one 
card per person. 

2 

Circle the numbers on the 
card that correspond to the 
numbers at the bottom of 
the advertisements and 
articles for which you want 
more information Key 
numbers for advertisers 
also appear in the 
Advertiser ’s Index. 

3 

Sunply mail the card, and 
the literature will be mailed 
to you free of charge by the 
manufacturer. 

Why miss out on any infor- 
mation? Subscribe today 
to PC, the Independent 
Guide to IBM ^rsonal 
Computers and get 26 big 
issues a year for only 
S29. 97- only SI. IS a copy! 
Check the appropriate box 
on the reply card. 

Should you have questions 
or suggestions concernmg 
anything editorial, feel free 
to write PC MAGAZINE, 

The Independent Guide to 
IBM Personal Computers, 
One Park Avenue, New York, 
NY 10016. 
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SPF/PC™ 

ACTUALLY, there is no comparison. SPF/PC is 
the best full-screen editor available for the IBM 
Personal Computer. 

It looks and works like IBM's large system SPF 
editor. 

THE ODD-COUPLE™ 

Allows the APPLE and IBM /PC to 
communicate with each other. 

•Connect APPLE to PC, APPLE to APPLE, and PC 
to PC. 

•Transfer any file in either direction. 

•CHAT mode aliows direct communications 
through the keyboard. 

•An Equipment Profiie aiiows description of 
your operating environment. 

•Communicate Direct or through a Modem at 
speeds up to 9600 baud (bps). 

•Written entirely in machine ianguage for speed 
and efficiency. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

APPLE — 48K, 1 disk drive, Seriai Interlace 

IBM — 64K, 1 disk drive. Serial Interface 

•SPF/PC can use up to 786K of memorv as workspace. 

•Word processing commands. 

•4-way scrolling. 

•Split screen support. 

•On-line help facility. 

•Can edit up to 240 character records. 

•Monochrome or color supported. 

•Instantaneous screen display. 

•Block Move/Copy/Repeat/Delete/Overlay/Shift/Exclude 
•Automatic line numbering supported. 

•40 user-definable Program Function Keys. 

•Direct interlace to DOS commands for PCDOS 2.0 users. 

•Browse sub-system. 

•Move/Copy sub-system copies any file format. 

•Utilities include; Rename/Delete/Print/Directory list. 

AND MUCH MORE . . . 

UPLOAD/ DOWNLOAD sub-system available to SPF/PC users for 
$50.00. 

^ Q Q C SPF/PC requires 128K, PCDOS. 

1 ^ y , y 0 and 1 disk drive. 

*79.95 


For orders and dealer Information write or call Rogue River Software, 2822 Tahitian Ave., Medford, OR 97504, 

(503) 779-3002. Mastercard/Visa, Check, or P.O. accepted. Add $5.00 for shipping. Canada $10.00. Foreign $15.00. 

IBM It a ragittared (radamark of Intamational Businatt Machinas. inc. APPLE is a ragisterad tradamaik of Appla Computar Inc. 
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LANGUAGES/STEPHEN LEWIS, MARK RUBINSTEIN 


Meet The New APL 

No longer just a mainframe language, 

APL for the PC is an efficient tool, suitable 
for many different types of applications. 


M ost people who take a serious look 
at APL appreciate its capabilities 
and decide to put its powerful features to 
use. If you are an active progranuner with 
an IBM PC, but you haven’t used APL 
yet, this article may convince you to take 
that crucial flrst look. 

Perhaps you’ve avoided APL because 
you heard it was too hardware dependent, 
too expensive to install and maintain, suit- 
able only for advanced scientific and 
mathematical applications, difficult to 
learn, and practically unreadable because 
of its unusual symbols. While these criti- 
cisms may have been accurate 20 years 
ago, they do a severe injustice to the IBM 
PC’s implementation of APL. APL should 
be judged on the basis of its current capa- 
bilities. Keep in mind that most APL pro- 
grammers began using some other lang- 


uage, then switched to APL voluntarily. 
APL is used by choice, not by chance. 

Despite surface peculiarities, APL pro- 
grams can be just as readable and under- 
standable as those written in other lan- 
guages. Good programming means good 
programs, in any language. And APL 
offers power and efficiency rarely 
matched by other languages. 

To illustrate APL’s potential, we’ll 
show how it can help solve a connected set 
of business related data handling and sta- 
tistical problems. Although we won’t pro- 
vide detailed explanations of the lan- 
guage’s symbols and syntax, we’II link 
our APL statements to descriptions of the 
tasks they perform. We want to show how 
APL can be used to solve meaningful 
problems quickly and easily. 

Against the Deadline 

Suppose when you arrived at work this 
morning, the boss asked you for informa- 
tion about the influence of your compa- 
ny’s advertising expenditures and product 
prices on its sales revenue over the past 10 
years. You are asked to provide her with a 
detailed analysis by lunchtime. 

To do the job, you have an IBM PC 
equipped with APL — no specialized soft- 
ware packages are available. With these 
tools, you can still meet your deadline. 

You begin by collecting values for the 
three variables over the past 10 years. You 
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IBM PC 64K, Two disk drives 320K 
ea. Drive Controller, Color Graph- 
ics Card and Green Monitor. 

All for only $2599 


AST RESEARCH 

SIXPAK Plus 64K $249 

MECAPLUS64K $249 

QUADRAMQuadboard 64K . . $249 

TANDON 

Full Height 48 TPI $219 

Half Height 48 TPI $199 

CONTROL DATA - full height . . $219 
PANASONIC IA-5512- slim line $199 

TEACS5B- slim line $199 

TEACSSF-slim line $269 


HARD DISK DRIVES 


CALL 


EPSON FX-80 $529 

EPSON FX 100 $699 

OKIDATA Microline 92 P $449 

OKIDATA Microline 93 P $749 

IDS Prism 1 32 Color $1499 

NEC SPINWRITER 2050 $949 

PRINCTON GRAPHICS 

RGB Color Monitor $469 

QUADCHROME RGB Color . . . $469 
AMDEK MONITORS CALL 

NEC MONITOR |B1 201 Hi-Res $149 

TECMAR Graphics Master $499 

HERCULES Graphics Card $349 

PLANTRONICSColorPlus $399 

PARADISE Multidisplay Card . . . $399 
HAYES Smartmodem 1 200 Card $439 
MAYNARD ELECTRONICS CALL 
MICROSOFT Word W/Mouse , $339 

LOTUS 1-2-3 CALL 

vjk blow IN 

COMPAQ STOCK 


HARD DISK SYSTEMS 


IBM PC with 128K, one floppy Drive 
I320K). 10 MB Hard Disk, includes 
Controller, Power supply and soft- 
ware $3,499 


( 818 ) 783-5000 

18653 VENTURA Bl., TARZANA, CA 91356 
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WOW! 


RLE TRANSFER PROGRAMS 

TRS ►IBM 

APPLE ►IBM 

CP/M ►IBM 


You really CAN use your VISICALC files on 
the IBM orxd compatibles. In fact your 
VIsicalc files once transferred with our 
pockoge can be used on the IBM under 
VISICALC. MULTIPIAN or 1-2-31 You can 
also trai^sfer programs and data to the 
IBM. 


• No more retyping or wosted time 

• Fast trarufers • 110-9600 baud 

• Send files of any ier^gth 

• Transfer ASCII files, raryjom files, text files, 
data files, binary flies, high level larguoge 
programs (Basic. Pascal. Portroa Cobd. 
etc.), electronic spieod sheet data, word pro- 
cessor files, etc.; it all gets trar^tferredl 

MODELS SUPPORTED 

TRS Model I. II. III. 4. 12. 16. 100 (or 
compatible machine) APPLE II. II * . lie. ill 
(or compatible mochlrte) IBM PC. XT. PC 
Jr. (or compatible rT>achlrte)PCDOS1.10. 
2.00. 2.10) Machines running CP/M 
ALSO: 

LNW. FRANKUN. BASIS. CORONA COLUMBIA 
EAGLE. COMPAQ - call for others 

The File Transfer Program comes 
complete with all Instructions, 
hardware and software. 

FILf TRANSFER PROGRAM 

$129.95 

Plus S2 shipping & handling 
CA residents add 6.5% sales tax 
State computer models when ordering 
MC/v1SVCOOrCHECX ox 

Phone orders coll 
(4M) 9S»4)164 

■ PERSONAL 
■■ COMPUTER 
■■■PRODUCTS 

14X Coleman Avenue. Suite C-18. 
Santa Clara, (^lifomla 95050 

eM. PCOOS. Apru a. l . Se. U. VncoK;. 019 wpectivWv 
fgi tt wto tiodemarks ol ntefnahonoi Buimes MocriinM 
C^ . Appi* Contpuier. inc . VniCorp CP/M. Muftiplan. 1 • 2 - 
3. or* rvtpvcnveiy trocl9n>art(t oT Digrtal Peieorcfx me . 
MKfOeon Cofp . Lotus D»v Corp 
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find the sales revenue and advertising 
expenditure rigurcs are expressed in mil- 
lions of dollars; the price per unit is given 
in dollars. Using descriptive names for 
each variable (see Figure 1), you enter 

APL can be used to 
solve meaningful 
problems quickly 
and easily. 

these values into APL vectors. 

These variables are now in an APL 
woikspace where you can use them. Note 
the features of APL apparent in the state- 
ments in Figure 1 . A single statement can 
specify an entire vector. Blanks separate 
individual data elements, but commas 
could also be used. Also, numbers with 
and without decimal points may appear 
together in a single specification. 

You expect it will be convenient to 
have these vaiiabies collected into one 
data matrix with ten rows and three col- 
umns. To do this, you enter this line: 

D.«3 10.ADVERT1SIN6, PRICE. SALES 


You now display the contents of data 
matrix D to make sure it was specified 
correctly. 

D 


1 9 10 

1.3 9.9 13 

1. 1 9.9 10 

1.6 6 14 

1 4.7 11 

1.9 9.8 16 

1.4 9 12 

1.1 4 19 

1.2 9.3 12 

1.2 4.2 14 


The first calcuiations you perform on 
this data matrix find averages for the val- 
ues in each colunui. You enter this APL 
statement directly into execution mode: 

l+PDI.ltPD 

The expression to the right of the division 
sign determines the number of rows in 
data matrix D. The sums of the columns 
(calculated by the expression within the 
parentheses) are divided by the number of 


rows. Thus, one APL statement calculates 
all three averages. The results are dis- 
played immediately: 

1.24 a. 1 12.7 

APL allowed you to calculate the average 
for all columns without writing a looping 
procedure, as BASIC would require. In 
most situations, APL can handle calcula- 
tions on arrays directly. 

In the next step of your analysis, you 
will examine the degree of association 
between the variables by calculating the 
correlation coefficients. The coiielation 
coefficient for any two variables is defined 
as their covariance divided by the product 
of their respective standard deviations. 
Y ou calculate the degree of association for 
the sales and advertising variables by 
entering these statements: 

AVESL<../S) .PS.SALES 
AVEALl./A) .PALADVERTI5ING 
VARSH./ (S-AVE3) 42) . CpSl-l 
VARA. <*/ (A-AVEA) 42) . (PA)-l 
COVLl./ <S-AVES) XA-AVEA) . (PS) -1 
CORpCOV- (VARShVAAA) 40. S 
COR 

The result is: 


O. 60034063 

APL expressions are usually near-literal 
translations of standard formulas, which is 
a distinct advantage. Writing the above 
APL statements allowed you to satisfacto- 
rily perform a one-shot calculation, but 
you suspect that your boss will want to see 
more correlations, which you’ll have to 
calculate on short notice. To provide for 
this, you decide to revise the above 
expressions to define a general APL func- 
tion — to be named CM — that will calcu- 
late the correlation matiix for any data 
matrix called M: 

pzp cn n |Kin8)X 

Cll a Correlation llatrix for M 

C2J n*-< 

C3] x«-a(nx tan) to.s 

C4] Zf-X-i-.xm-.xX* 

APL’s array-handling capabilities al- 
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ADVERT ISINB<-1 1.1 1 1.4 1.2 1.3 1.6 1.5 1.1 1.2 
RRICEf-5 5.5 4.7 5 5.3 5.5 6 5.8 4 4.2 
SALES«-10 10 11 12 12 13 14 16 15 14 


Figure 1: Unit price, in dollars, and advertising expenditures and sales revenue, in 
millions of dollars, are entered as APL vectors with descriptive names. 


CM D 

1 0.62424393 0.60654063 
0.62424393 1 '0.02473805 
0.60654063 'O. 02473805 1 


Figure 2: Correlation coefficent matrix values for D. The diagonal row of ones indicates 
the correlation of the variables with themselves. 


lowed you to fHoduce a correlation matrix 
function in these few lines of executable 

API’s array-handling 
capabilities allowed 
you to produce a 
correlation matrix 
function in three 
lines of executable 
code. 


code. Line [ 1 ] is only a comment. Line [2] 
calculates covariances for each column of 
matrix M. Line [3] calculates standard 
deviations, and line {4] divides covari- 
ances by standard deviations. 

These are the textual defmitions of 
some of the APL functions you employed 
to create the new conelation matrix func- 


tion, CM: 

^ matrix transpose 

4-.X matrix multiplication 

• .X outer product <nHjl 1 1 pi icat i on) 

outer product (equality) 

B matrix inversion 

Now that you have defined the CM 
function, use it to calculate the correlation 
matrix for data matrix D. The output is 
shown in Figure 2. The values in this cor- 
relation matrix appear in the same order as 
the variables that were listed when you 
defined data matrix D. For example, the 
correlation between advertising and sales 
(calculated separately in the earlier exam- 
ple) can be found in the first column, third 
row. 

In an upcoming issue of PC Magazine 
you’ll discover how to complete your 
boss' assignment by using APL to perform 
multiple linear regression calculations and 
then to plot the results. ■ 


Public 

Domain 

Software 

Find out about the wealth of public 
domain and ‘user supported' software writ* 
ten for the IBM PC. 

Word Processing, communications, data 
base, BASIC utilities, games using color 
graphics. Pascal and assembly language pro- 
grams. FORTH language, graphics drawing 
utilities, spreadsheet templates, RAM disks, 
spoolers, and more ... 

Directory $2.95 +$1 pottage 

Set of 10 Introductory ditkt $59 

File system, modem communications, 
spooler, RAM disk. BASIC utility. FORTH 
language, games 

Complete tet of 75 ditkt $439 

DOS 1. 1/2.0 compatible format. 

(CA residents add 6.5% sales tax) 

PC Software Interest Group 

1556 Halford Ave. Suite #130C 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
(408) 247-6303 
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f DOUBLE 

THE OPTION CAPACITY 

OF YOUR IBM 
PERSONAL COMPUTER 

PC-XTRA 

• DItECT EXTENSIOII OF Ft OUS 

• >0 SOFTWHE CmilCEl 

• HO HIIIDWUIE MODIFICATION 

• STYUNS CONSISTENT WITH ISM 


Add all ttiosa spacial options you'va been wanting 
without worrying about ttlllng ptug-ln and 
bock panel space 



* 549 °°* F.O.B. SANTA ANA 


•CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD SAi SALES TAX 

P C HORIZONS, INC. 

200 N. TUSTIN AVE. 
SANTA ANA, CA 92680 
(714) 953-5396 
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^WAHTEDf 

Buyers.&M pay the shippin’ 

•CALL FREM800) 654 -4058 • 

"Call For Reduced Prices At Various Quantities'* 


yesbal\mA[)yS(in 


cl" sin side 040 
^ dbl den. Z 

cV' dbl-side 
dbl dea 0 

si' 3 ®“ 
si" 4 ^ 

Q” sin-side 0Z5 
o sinden. Z 

8 " sin-side Q2S 
dbl-den. 0 

8 » dbl-side 
dbkJen. 0 

Head Cleanin g 

Kits.... 5^ 
Refills. 9^ 


322 

422 

445 

4 % 
3^ 

4'!5 

4 % 

We Stock 
“Bulk-Packed" 
Diskettes 


cl” sin. side 
dbl den. 

cl” dbl side 
dbl dea 
cl" sin side 
quad 

cl" dbl side 
quad 
sin-side 
sin den. 
sin- side 
dblden. 
dbl-side 
dblden. 


*■ Scotch’ 

cl" sin-side 020 
dbl-den. Z 
cl "dbl side Q20 
dbl-den. 0 

8 » sin side 035 
sin -den. Z 

D" sin-side 095 
° dbl-dea £ 

Q» dblside 09Q 
o dbl-den. 0 


Disk Minder 
■Smoked Plastic 
•Holds 75 Disks 

IfilSea 
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The ULTIMATE Backup, Analyze & Repair Utility 
The Disk Toolkit NO IBM PC Should be Without 
Protects Your Software Investment 

BACKUP TOOLS: FILE TOOLS: 

• Can Backup Meal Every Diskette • Show Disk & File Allocation 


• SUCCEEDS where others lalll • Display S Alter File Data 

• Works Manually or Aulomallcally • Repair Damaged Disks 

• Create 'Protected' Diskettes • Recover Erased Files 

• Many Additional Analysis Tools • Altor 'Hidden' Status 

SECTOR TOOLS: ucpi/cd inm e 

• Examlne/Prlnt Sector Data HAliRCn lUULd: 

• Modlly |ZAP| Sector Data • Modlly Floppy Disk Controller 

• Compare. Copy & Zero Sectors Parameters 

• Search Sectors For Data • Supports All FDC R/W Commands 

DISK MECHANIC works with all slandant IBM PC disk formats irtcludlrtg 
protected' diskettes wllh mlied track and sector sizes, blank and high track 
lormatling. CflC errors, aitd single or double sided drives. DISK MECHANIC 
requires an IBM PC with 128K ot memory or COMPAQ with Y92K of memory. DOS 
1.10. and 2 floppy disk drives. DISK MECHANIC includes a detailed 48 page 
Instruction manual. To Order OtSK MECHANICsendcheckor money order ter S70 
plus $3 lor shipping (Mass. res. add sales tai.) to: MLI MICROSYSTEMS. Boi 825. 
Framingham. Mass. 01701 or Call (617) 926-2055 for Mastercard or VISA orders. 
Dealer Distribulor inquiries welcome. ' 1983 MLI MICROSYSTEMS. 

MLI MICROSYSTEMS 
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Engineering 

Software 

for your PC 

• Power plant and chemical process 
flowsheet analysis 

• Pressure drops in pipes and fittings 

• Thermodynamics of steam, air, fuels, 
combustion products 

• Component simulation 

• Solvers and optimizers 

Call or write for our free catalog 

PSI/Systems 

Research Park, P.O. Box 3100 
Andover, MA 01810 
(617) 475-9030 
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS/ALFRED GLOSSBRENNER 


Signing On To A SIG 

CompuServe’s IBM PC Special Interest Group provides bulletin 
board services, a real-time conferencing CB function, technical 
information, and more than 200 free software programs. 


T he gold rush is on. Log on to the IBM 
PC Special Interest Group (SIG) on 
CompuServe, and you'll find tips, advice, 
essays, and user-contributed software to 
appeal to any IBM PC owner. 

Subscribers to the CompuServe Infor- 
mation Service (OS) will find the IBM PC 
SIG offers too many features to catalog 
here, but a summary of some of the most 
outstanding options may give you an idea 
of the riches available. To begin with, as 
in all OS SIGs, there is a message 
exchange that allows SIG members to 
conduct an ongoing dialogue with one 
another about PC hardware, software, 
applications, peripherals, problems, tips, 
tricks, and anything else they’re interested 
in. The messages are publicly available, 
so anyone can “listen in” on, say, a dis- 
cussion about the relative merits of a par- 
ticular modem orsoftware package. If you 
ate a new PC owner who has a question or 
a problem, scanning the messages on the 
SIG or posting one yourself is an excellent 
way to fmd a solution. 

The SIG also provides up-to-the- 
minute technical information through its 
Rapid Deployment Force. For example, 
within 24 hours of the PC^ announcement 
last November 1 , at a time when most peo- 
ple were rummaging through stories in the 
general media for some shred of hard data 
about the new system, no fewer than four 
fries on the PCjr had already appeared in 



the SIG. No one knows where the infor- 
mation came fiom, but it was far more 
detailed and complete than the haralouts 
available at local IBM Prodvrct Centers. 
The fries read like offtcial (possibly inter- 
nal) IBM documents. 

The SIG contains listings of the pri- 
vately owned-and-operated Bulletin 
Board Systems (BBS) around the country 
that specialize in the PC , as well as a list of 
non-IBM BBSs, sometimes called Public 
Access Message Systems (PAMS). You 
can scan a directory of SIG members by 
name, location, personal interests, and 
CIS account number. There’s even a sec- 
tion containing the specializations, rd- 
sumds, and profiles of SIG members. 

The IBM PC SIG’s conferencing facil- 
ity takes advantage of CompuServe’s 
unique CB function to permit any number 


of users to communicate in real time. The 
effect is similar to attending a meeting; 
you “listen” to the comments of various 
individuals and occasionally interject a 
comment or a question of your own. The 
best time to tune in is on Sundays, when 
the SIG holds its regular weekly real-time 
conference, but any group of members 
may use this featrrre at any time. 

Sometimes this confab feature is set up 
as an open forum where anyone can throw 
out a question to the electronically assem- 
bled multitude, and sometimes a guest 
presents an “electronic lecture.” One 
recent guest, for example, was Jeff Gar- 
bers, head of UserView, an Atlanta-based 
software firm. Mr. Garbers was one of the 
develc^rs of Microstuffs best-selling 
program, CrossTaOc. (Transcripts of this 
and most other conferences are available 
in the XAO SIG database, a feature I’ll 
explain in next issue’s column.) 

Perhaps most intriguing of all, howev- 
er, is the treasure trove of free, public 
domain software that the SIG makes avail- 
able. More than 200 programs — in every- 
thing from BASIC to assembler to Pascal 
to C, rqrresenting thousands of program- 
ming hoirrs — are yours for the asking. 
These include games, utilities, DOS 
enhancements, text editors, print spoolers, 
patches for commercial software, graph- 
ics, music programs, and nearly any other 
category you can name. 
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NOW YOU 
INC 
BASIC 



Et\)oY the Best of Both Worlds 
whh BASIC-C**! 

Until now. IBM BASIC and C were 
about as far apart as apples and oranges 
— and if you wanted to move from 
BASIC to C. you had to go back to 
square one. Not anymore! 




Write or Call Collect 


OURCE 


C-Soorc* 

12801 Ffost Rd. 

Kansas City. MO 64138 

816 - 353-8808 


There’s no denying that BASIC is a 
One language: it has probably helped 
you leam alot about programming 
computers. But now that you know how 
to program, isn't it time to take the next 
step — to a language that was designed 
to help you qui^y develop software 
that is fast, compact, and portable? 

BASIC.C can help yon make the 
transition smoothly: it's a library of C 
functions providing BASIC's high level 
capabilities you've come to know so 
well. Functions for string handling, 
sequential and random i/o. graphics, and 
many more — all designed to look and 
work like BASIC. 

Yon get the source code to 
BASIC. C: extensively documented, it 
provides many examples to help you 
learn how to write C functions, and if a 
function doesn't suit your specific 
needs . . . change it! 

C Source provides a complete 
development package: the BASIC.C 
Library, a full screen editor, and a choice 
of two C compilers. Buy it all, or just the 
pieces you need. 

BASIC.C Library - source code $175 

EC • full screen editor $ 85 

BASIC C A EC $225 

BASIC.C & DeSmet C Compiler $275 

BASIC.C & Computer Innovations 

C compiler $475 

BASIC.C, DeSmet C Compiler. & EC . $325 
BASIC.C. Computer Innovations 
C compiler. & EC $525 
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BancLoan 

DECISION SUPPORT SOFTWARE 

FOR THE BANKING COMMUNITY 

• Features loan computation / document preparation 

• Computes commercial and monthly installment 
loan payments, pick-up, 

balloon, interest only... 

• Computes complete 
disclosure statement 

• Prints amortization 
schedules 

• Automatically calculates 
fees, insurance 

• Includes bank forms 
generator 

• Electronic tutorial 
available 



FOR IBM PERSONAL COMPUTER, IZSk 2 DRIVES 


Banc $1 


P.O. Box 1 7850 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84117 
For More Information Call 
Toll Free 
800-554-8293 

Developed by MCS Software 




TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


A New Medium 

On-line electronic special interest 
groups represent one of the most exciting 
applications of personal computer com- 
munications. They form a new medium 
created to serve an entirely new set of 

On-line electronic 
special interest 
groups form a new 
medium created to 
serve entirely new 
needs. 


needs. How else could so many computer 
owners share their collective experience 
and knowledge with so many other com- 
puter owners, regardless of geographic 
location? On CIS today, nearly 20 differ- 
ent special interest groups cover every- 
thing from Pascal and the p-System to CP/ 
M and most major brands of hardware. 
And CompuServe has created the software 
that makes all of this possible. 

Getting Started 

Getting the most out of the PC SIG 
takes a bit of work. The manual that 
comes with your CompuServe Starter Kit 
contains only one sentence about the sys- 
tem’s groups and clubs. The Radio Shack 
Universal Sign-Up Kit, tells you even 
less. That’s unfortunate because Compu- 
Serve SlGs are run under special software 
that supports a range of commands and 
features different from those found in the 
main CIS system. Without the correct 
documentation, you could enter the IBM 
PC SIG and never realize that the group’s 
databases and free software collections 
were only a command away. Without 
being told, you might never even know 
they exist. 

Consequently, the first step in prepar- 
ing to use the SIG is to order the supple- 
mental manual that will tell you how CIS 
SIGs work. First, select the User Informa- 


nts 
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tion option from the main menu that greets 
you every time you sign on to the Com- 
puServe system. Then select the option 
Feedback from the next menu that 
appears. 

Feedback is a special CIS feature that 
allows you to order manuals and send let- 
ters to the management on-line. The con- 
nect time meter stops ticking whenever 
you enter Feedback; there is no charge for 
using the feature. Follow the menus until 
you are given the opportunity to order the 
Special Interest Croups and Clubs manual 
(about S2.9S). You should also order a 
copy of the Programming Area Guide 
(about $3.95), if you haven't done so 
already. 

Only one strudl caveat applies. The 
manual ordering section of CIS automati- 
cally charges your credit card (MasterCard 
or Visa), but you must have already vali- 
dated your subscription and entered your 
credit card number and billing informa- 
tion. Thus, if you are still using the free 
access time that was included in your start- 
up kit, you should answer Yes to the 
prompt, “Do you wish to sign up at this 
time?” The system will take you through 
the necessary electronic paperwork. After 
waiting 10 days for credit confumation, 
you'll be able to order any manuals you 
need. 

Now that you know about some of the 
features offered by CompuServe's IBM 
PC SIG, you'll need to find out more 
about accessing and using them. In the 
next issue of PC, I'll look at the actual 
procedures involved in mining the ore 
contained in this information deposit. 


CompuServe Information Services 
5000 Arlington Centre Blvd. 

P.O. Box 20212 
Columbus, OH 
(800) 848-8990 

(614) 457-8600 

CIRCLE 719 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

To obtain a subscription to Compu- 
Serve, purchase a CompuServe Starter Kit 


which includes everything you need (ac- 
count number and password) to go on-line 
immediately. The starter kit sells for $50 
and entitles you to 5 free hours on the 
CompuServe system. It is available from 

You’ll be a CIS 
subscriber entitled 
to the rights and 
privileges that it 
entails. 

computer stores and bookstores. Compu- 
Serve is available to subscribers 21 hours 
per day. Access costs vary according to 
time and type of service (3(X)- or 1200- 
baud). They range from $6 to $15 per 
hour. 

Subscription packages may also be 
available at Radio Shack computer stores 
as the Universal Sign-Up Kit. At last 
check, this kit also included a subscription 
to the Dow Jones News/Retrieval Service. 
The package costs $20 and includes I free 
hour on both systems. Unfortunately, it 
offers little documentation. 

Each time you sign on using your free 
time, CompuServe will ask whether you 
want to sign up to continue your account. 
You should do this immediately since you 
will not be able to send mail or order man- 
uals until your account and credit informa- 
tion have been verified. Simply follow the 
prompts and the system walks you through 
the electronic paperwork. (Be sure to have 
your credit card handy.) A new password 
will be mailed to you within 10 days. 
Upon its receipt you'll be a CompuServe 
Information Services subscriber entitled to 
the rights and privileges that it entails. ■ 


Alfred Glossbrenner is the author of The 
Complete Handbook of Personal Comput- 
er Communications and How to Buy Soft- 
ware, both published by St. Martin's 
Press. He can be reached at TCS772 on 
The Source and at 70065, 745 on Compu- 
Serve. 


Diskette 

Drive 

Aiignment! 

f?eadfScope 

ReadiScope is a comprehensive 
diagnostic program that analyzes the 
current status of a diskette drive. 

A drive can be tested in seconds 
without removal. Adjustments to head, 
spindle hub alignment, and rotational 
speed can be made in minutes without 
special equipment. 

■ Floppy drive testing and 
alignment 

■ No special equipment 
needed 

■ Drive can be tested while 
installed: 

-Under normal operating 
conditions 

-Saves removal time 

■ Results presented graphically 

■ Fast-1 minute for general 
checkout 

■ Works with single or double 
sided drives 

■ Ideal for use by: 

-retail stores 
-repair shops 
-multi-PC user's 
-PC clubs 

-users with critical data 

■ Includes special 
diagnostic diskette 

Requires 48K IBM PC with one op- 
erating drive. Uses monochrome or 
graphics display. $295 Including 
special diagnostic diskette. 


Call about our other programs for the 
PC: 

e RaadlWrRer 
Powerful text formatter that Is 
compatible with GML and SCRIPT 

• Liat a Letters 

Mailing list option for ReadlWriter 

• ReadITerm 

Flexible communications program 


Yisa, Mastercard or MO. Add $3 for 
shipping. In CT, add 7.5% tax 
Call 203-431-3521 or send your order 
now to: 

ReadiWare Systems, Inc. 

Box 680E, W. Redding, CT 06896 
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MODULAR 

CX>MPUTER 

FURNITURE 


h’s about time. 


MODULAR FLEXIBILITY 
ADAPTS TO ANY 
SmCE REQUIREMENT 



Full Nelson. 

t£FT SHACK 


Full Nelson. 

RIGHT STACK 


FULL NELSON. 

FRONT STACK 

Computer Module (A), plus 
Printer Module (B) corrtoine to 
a compact, complete com- 
puter work station. 


NELSON. 

Computer Module (A) 
only, with rolling stand. 


THE NELSON 
SERIES. 


Also available: 

% Nelson. 

Computer Module (A) with roll- 
ing stand, and stored shelf 
Module (C). 

Nelson Cart. 

Mobile Printer stand with 2 
paper shelves. 


FINE 

COMPUTER 

FURNITURE. 

Available at finer office supply 
and computer stores. 
Dealer inquiries Invited. 


Mobile. Flexible. Ergonomic. 
Lockable, for security. The Nelson 
Series is everything you expect in 
fine, computer furniture. And mote. 

The Neisons are the first and only 
truly modular tumiture assemblies. 
They wiil adjust to your sptecifle 
needs, whether you need a con- 
figuration adaptable to space 
or hardware— the ’/i Nelson, for 
example, houses your PC only. 
When you buy your printer, you 
can aiso upgrade your furniture 
with the Neison Printer Moduie 
(B). if you aiready have a printer, 
or need extra storage space, 
the Full Nelson will be your choice. 

Pius, your new Neison is an attrac- 
tive, hand-crofted piece of 
furniture, compiete with reai, oak 
or wainut veneer for the quality 
iook and feei of wood that just 
can't be dupiicated by simu- 
ioted surfaces. 

The Nelson Series. Quality com- 
puter furniture you can live with. 
Grow with. And use. 

it's about time. 

manufactured by 

Simonton Industries, Inc. 

20746 East Carrey Road 
Walnut, CA 91789 

For information, coii toii free 

( 800 ) 255-5069 

in California, 

( 714 ) 598-2502 
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CCESSORIES 

for your 

IBM PC 


Computer Products 


SIX PAK PLUS— AST 

Up 10 3S4K RAM. Clock calendar with battery back-up 
Serial port. Parallel printer port, optional game port 
Super drive and super spool software included FREE' 
64K.C.S.P iLisiPnca 395 00} .. S269.9S 

256K. C.S.P (List Price 665 OOi _ S489.95 

For Game Port Option Add i list Price SO 00/ $39.95 

MEGA PLUS-AST 

Up to 512K RAM clock calendar with battery back-up 
2 serial ports parallel printer pori game port Super 
drive and superspool software included FREE' 


64K. C.S fi.rsf Price 395 00) $289.95 

256K. C. 1 serial rlisl Price 665 OOr $429.95 

512K. C. 1 serial fLi$l Price t059 00/ . . $795.00 

Second serial port option (List Price SOOOi $39.95 
Printer port option (List Price 5000 1 $39.95 

Game port option (List Price 50 00/ $39 95 

Each additional 64K. Add (List Price 89 95> _ $44.95 


COMBO PLUS— AST 

Up to 256K RAM Clock with battery back-up. Serial 
port Parallel port superspool software included FREE' 

64K. C.S.P tLiSf Price 395 00; $269.95 

256K. C.S.P (List Price 695 00) $419.95 

I/O PLUS-AST 

up to 2 serial ports, parallel printer port, clock 
calendar with battery back-up Superdnve and super- 


spool software included FREE' 

Clock a 1 serial port iList Price /6500/ _ $129.95 

Printer port option flisf Price 50001 $39.95 

Second serial port option /List Price 5000/ $39.95 

Game port option i List Price 50 00/ $39.95 


OUADBOARD l-QUADRAM 

Up to 25€K RAM serial port parallel port clock 
calendar RAM disk and printer spooler software 
Ouadboard w/o RAM (List Price 295 00; $214.95 

64K Ouadboard 'List Price 395 00/ $275.00 

2S6K Ouadboard /Lisf Pr/ce 595 00/ $399.95 


OUADBOARD II— OUADRAM 

Two serial ports, clock/calendar memory expansion, 
and Ouadmaster software 

Ouadboard M. 64K tLtsr Pr/ce 395 00; - $275.00 

Ouadboard. 2S6K iLiSI Price 595 00/ $399 00 


OUADLINK— OUADRAM 

Allows IBM PC to run Apple software includes interlace 
card and software to allow your IBM PC to run both 
Apple DOS and PC DOS 

Ouadimk < List Price 680 OOi $485.00 

SYSTEM CARD— MICROSOFT 

From the authors of PC-DOS— up to 256K RAM serial 
port parallel printer port dock calendar plus RAM 
drive disk emulation software print spooler time 
utilities and terminal emulation software DOS i t or 
20 compatible 

64K system card (List Price 395 00/ $279.95 

256K system card fUsf Price 625 00; $429.95 


HI-RES COLOR MONITORS 

Only the best Ouadchrome or Princeton HX'12. 690 x 
460 resolution. 16 brilliant colors special 31mm dot 
pitch lube inctudes FREE' cable 
Ouadram Ouadchrome (List Price 795 00/ _ . $549.95 
Princeton Graphics HX-12 rLrst Price 695 00; $529.95 

AMDEK MONITORS 

Full line of high quality monochrome and color video 


monitors 

Video 310 Amber (IBM) /dsf Price 230 00; $159.95 

Color It (RGB) riisf Price 529 00; $429.95 

Color Ml (RGB) (List Price 449 00) $399.95 

Color IV (Analog RGB) (Lisf Price 995 00; . $775.00 


HERCULES GRAPHIC CARD 

Two pages of ultra-high resolution text and graphics 
720 X 348. compatible withLotus 123 Visicalc dBASEii 
etc. Includes parallel printer port 
Hercules graphic card iLisf Price 499 00; $359.95 

PLANTRONICS COLOR PLUS 

Up to 16 colors. 60 characters bi-planar technology 
includes parallel printer port 

Planlronlcs Color Plus (List Price 559 00) $429.95 

OUADCOLOR I & QUADCOLOR II 

Ouadcoior I delivers standard IBM PC color and 
graphics add Ouadcoior it and hi-resoiulion<640 x 200) 
color graphics are possible 

Ouadcoior I basic board (List Price 295 00) $234.95 

Ouadcoior H add on (List Price 275 00) - $229.95 


HAYES SMARTMODEMS 

300 and/ or 1200 baud direct connect autoanswer-auto 
dial, pulse or touch tone auto baud rate selection 
12006 IS a piug-in board for IBM PC only and includes 
Smartcom It FREE' 


1200B with Smartcom If (List Price 599 00; $399.95 

Smartmodem 1200 (List Price699<X>t $475.00 

Smartmodem 300 (List Price 289 00; $199.95 

Smartcom II (List Price t49 00) $79.95 


THE BEST SOFTWARE For IBM PC 

We have taken the top rated programs and reduced 
the price for a super value' 

LOTUS 12 3 Best spreadsheet 

Lotus 1 2 3 (1A) (List Price 495 00/ $329.95 

dBASE M Best Data base 

Ashlon-Tale dBASE M (List Price 700 00/ $429.95 

CROSSTALK Best communications package 
MicroSluff Crosstalk (L/Sf Price f95 00< $129.95 


DISKETTES For IBM PC 

High Quality double-sided double-density diskettes 
certified to be absolutely error free Box of ten 
warranteed for one year 

Bos of 10 w FREE! plastic case ‘ List Price39 95i $24.95 
Verbatim Dalallfe 'Lrsf Price 49 95; $34.95 


JADE IS AN AUTHORIZED DEALER 
FOR EPSON. OKIDATA. TOSHIBA. 
MANNESMAN-TALLY. C.ITOH. etc. 
CALL FOR BEST PRICE! 


OKIDATA PRICES SLASHED! 

Okidata s new plug-n-play ROMS for Oki 92 or Oki 93 
printers are fully IBM PC compatible' 412 ASXIl 
characters fuU graphics complete Epson emulation 
and r>eat -letter-quality print mg not available with Epson 


Okidata 92 160 CPS < Lisf Price 599 00) 459.95 

Okidata 93 160 CPS i Lisr Price 999 00) $799.95 

Plug-n-play lor 92 >LiSf Price 59 95i $49.95 

Plug-n-piay for 93 'Lisf Price 59 95i $49 95 


IBM PC to Oki or Epson cable iListPrice54 95 1 $32.95 

COMREX CR-II 

Best buy m tetter quality printers NEW' from Comrex' 
lull feature letter quality printer FREE' SK buffet logic 
seeking bi-direciional printing boldface proportional 
spacing double-strike backspace underline true 
superscript and subscript drop-m daisy wheel 


cartridge 

CR-II parallel r i.>sr Puce 599 OOi $495.00 

CR-II serial iLisf Price 644 . $589-95 

Tractor option rLisr P/ice 140 00; $99.95 

Cut sheet feeder 'List Price 25900) $189.95 

Keyboard option 'Lisf Pnee >99 OOi $179.95 


NEC 3550 LETTER QUALITY 

Only fully IBM PC compatible letter quality printer 

available why settle for less^ (35 CPSi 

NEC 3550 printer / List Price 235000i $1799.95 


64K RAM UPGRADE For IBM PC 

Hign speed RAM upgrade ku with parity (error 

detection) and one year warranty 

64K kit lor IBM PC 'Lrsr Price 89 95; $49 95 


320K DIS|^ DRIVES 

Tandon TM-iOO-2 double-sided doobie-density 320K 
disk drive Original equipment dnve on IBM PC 


Full size Tandon 'List Price 395 00) $224.95 

Half-height 320K drive > List Price 395 00) $199.95 

Teac Half-helghl >Lisi Price 395 00) $239.95 

HARD DISK For IBM PC 

Hard disk with controller software and P S 
SMB system iLiSt Price 199500/ . $1395 00 

10MB system fLisr Price 249500; — $1699.00 

1SMB system 'L/sr Price 2995 00' — $2199.00 

KEYTRONICS KEYBOARD 

Scimitar to the IBM PC keyboard but with an the keys m 
me right places' 

Keyironics IBM 'List Price 29995/ $199.95 


PLACE ORDERS TOLL FREE! 


Continental USA 

(800) 421-5500 


Inside California 

(800) 262-1710 


Los Angeles Area 

(213) 973-7707 


We accept cash, checks, credit cards, or purchase orders from qualified firms and institutions. 
Prices quoted are for prepaid orders only and are subject to change without notice 
Minimum prepaid order $15.00 California residents add 672% tax Export customers outside 
the U S or Canada please add 10% to all prices Shipping and handling charges via 
UPS Ground 50C/lb UPS Air $1 00/lb minimum charge $3 00 


4901 West Rosecrans Ave. 
Hawthorne, California 90250 
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COOSOL COMPUTER PRODUCTS 



COLUMBIA MPC and VP Systems: IBM” 
COMPATABLE Dual Floppies. 128K RAM. 
Two RS>232 Serial ports. Centronics Printer 
port. IBM” Comp. Keyboard. Hi-Res Color 
Graphics Card. Green or Amber Monitor 
and more with $3,000 IBM Software bundle 
COLUMBIA LOW TOTAL PRICES . CALL 


SANYO MBC-1000 with Bundled 


Software $1595 

SANYO MPC-3000 with Bundled 

Software CALL 

NEC PC-8001A. PC-8012A. PC-8031A. 
JB-1201. PC-8023 w/Software. . . 

(NEC SYSTEM) $2495 

NEC APC PC 8800 System 

w/Software CALL 

EAGLE Business Computers CALL 

All EAGLE CPUs Includes Software Bundles 

IBUr" SOFTWAKR 

MICROPRO WORDSTAR CALL 

MICROPRO SPELLSTAR/ 

MAILMERGE CALL 

MICROPRO CALSTAR CALL 

ASHTON-TATE-BASE II CALL 

I U S EASY WRITER II $235 

I U S EASY SPELLER CALL 

I U S ACCOUNTING Series 

and Others CALL 

PEACHTREE Software CALL 

MICROSOFT Software CALL 

I nTI 1^ 19 1 <10Q 

CONTINENTAL HOME ACCOUNTANT 
PLUS CALL 


SANYO COMPUTER 



IBM-PC COMPATIBLE 
COMPUTER SYSTEM 


• SANYO System Includes: IBM” Compat- 
able 16 bit 8088 CPU. 128K RAM. 1 single 
s/dd Floppy Drive. Printer. Speaker & Joy- 
stick Ports. With: Sanyo Basic. Word Pro- 
cessing & Spread Sheet Software. MBC55S 

• COOSOL will ShipOrders "First In FirstOut" 

• CALL NOW and Place Your Order 


MODEMS 

• HAYES SMARTMODEM 

(300 BAUD $227 

• HAYES SMARTMODEM 

(300 & 1200) and B CALL 

• HAYES CHRONOGRAPH $199 

• NOVATION J-CAT $120 

• NOVATION 212 AUTO-CAT CALL 

• SIGNALMAN MARK I and others . . CALL 

• U.D.S. Series Modems CALL 

CAROS 

• 64K MEMORY Exp. to 256K CALL 

• Multi Fun, w/Memory Exp. to 256K . . CALL 

• Multi Fun. w/Memory Exp. to 512K . . CALL 

• 6 Multi Fun. w/Clock Calendar CALL 

• Hi-Res Color Graphics & 

B/W Monitor CALL 

• OTHER IBM CARDS CALL 


P RI NT ERS 

• EPSON FX-Series. . NEW CALL 

• EPSON RX-80 w/GRAFTRAX ♦ . . . . CALL 

• EPSON MX-100. 80. & F/T 

w/GRAFTRAX ♦ CALL 

• NEC 3550. or 10. 15. 20. 25. 30 CALL 

• NEC 7710. 7715. 7720. 7725 & 7730 CALL 

• NEC PC-8023A-C $439 

• NEC PC-8025A CALL 

• GEMINI 10X. .$350. GEMINI 15 $490 

• C.ITOH 8510 and 1550 Ser. or Par. . CALL 

• C.ITOH F10-40 and F10-56 Par. 

or Ser CALL 

• OK I DATA 82 A $425 

• OKIDATA 83A. and 84 CALL 

• OKIDATA 92. 93. 2350. & 2410 CALL 

• DIABLO 630. . CALL * DIABLO 620 . $989 

• IDS 80 and 132 PRISM Printers .... CALL 

• ANADEX ADX-9500 and others .... CALL 

• BROTHERS HR-1 or others CALL 

• COMREX CR-I or CR-II Ser. or Par. CALL 

• TOSHIBA P1350-P or P1350-S $1595 

• SILVER-REED EXP550-P 

or EXP550-S CALL 

• SMITH-CORONA TP-1 and others . CALL 

• SANYO PR-5500 CALL 


MONITORS 

• NEC JC-1203DH(A) Hi-Res RGB .... $599 

• NEC J8-1201 Green CALL 

• AMDEK Hi-Res RGB and others . . . CALL 

• COMREX Amber or Green $159 

• PRINCTON GRAPHICS 

Hi-Res RGB CALL 

• TAXAN Hi-Res RGB and others .... CALL 

• SANYO 09. 12, 13 inch Composit Hi-Res 

Black & White. Green and Color 
Monitors CALL 


CALL 7 DAYS (SOO| aS4-84«S Calif. (714) MS-2214 

COOSOL, INC., P.O. Box 2642, Costa Mesa, CA 92626-2642 

Computer Baron 3017 Hartxjr BM., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 (714) 979-2488 
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H^TSOFTPRODUCTSINC 

A subsidiary of the University of Waterloo 

Announces 


a full screen editor and a family 
of language interpreters for the 
IBM Personal Computer 



For further informatiort contact: 


WATSOFT Products Inc. (519) 886-3700 
158 University Ave Telex No : 06-955458 

Waterloo. Ontario 
N2L 3E9 
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KEYTOP-PC 

Transform Your Function Kays— 
Bridge the Gap Between Your Software 
and Your Keyboard 

• KEYTOPS made of durable 

and highly flexible 
polyurethane ^ y 

• Fits snugly on top of the 10 

function keys of your IBM-PC* ’ 

keyboard yet easily 
removable 

• Labels display (unction of 
each key depending on your 
application program 

• Facilitates training of 
personnel, avoids 
unnecessary delays/costly 
mistakes 

• Each KEYTOP supplied with 
different sets of labels that 
are compatible with most 
commonly used programs, or 
create your own labels 

• Packet of 5 KEYTOPS and sets of labels for only 
$19 95 

• Software manufacturers, we will customize 
KEYTOPS to your special applications. 

COMPU-MED 

92 Deerfield Lane North 
PleasantvMIe, NY 10570 
(914) 769-8362 

• IBM PC IS a registered trademark of IBM 

I Wordstar is a regisiered trademark ol 

Micropro International Corporation. 
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ISSUES/STEPHEN A. BECKER 


Taking Cane Of Your Trademark 

A software program trademark must be properly registered and 
maintained to ensure legal longevity. Stephen Becker explains 
the procedures and presents some pointers. 


I n a previous column, “Putting a Stamp 
on Your Software,” (PC, Volume 3 
Number 2), I discussed the criteria for 
selecting a trademarlc for a software pro- 
gram. Once this is accomplished, and you 
have made even a token sale or shipment 
across a state line, you are eligible to apply 
for registration. Here, I'll explain the pro- 
cedures for registering and maintaining 
your trademark. 

Once you’ve chosen a name, you need 
to make sure that no one has registered a 
program in that name. I recommend that 
you obtain clearance by having an attorney 
do research at the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office to determine whether 
the trademark can be registered by the 
Federal Government. Tty to select an 
attorney who specializes in trademarks, 
although most patent attorneys are quali- 
fied to do this type of work. You probably 
can locate such an attorney by contacting 
your local bar association. 

After your trademark attorney has con- 
firmed that the mark can be registered, 
you must prepare and forward a trademark 
application to the Patent and Trademark 
Office, along with a $175 registration fee 
and five identical specimens showing how 
the trademark is applied to your software. 
Advertisements are unacceptable, since 
they are not held hy the courts to be suf- 
ficient evidence of trademark use. 

It is also possible to prepare the trade- 



mark application yourself. For informa- 
tion on how to do so, contact the Patent 
and Trademark Office by writing to the 
Comrrrissioner of Patents and Trade- 
marks, Washington, DC 20231. I recom- 
mend, however, that you hire a trademark 
attorney to do the work for you, because of 
the inherent technicalities in preparing the 
application and following it through the 
procedtrre. 


Registration 

A trademark exartriner evaluating your 
proposed trademark will conduct an inde- 
pendent search of the trademark files. The 
examiner will reject the application if he 
finds a prior trademark registration that is 
considered to be similar to yours. When 
this occurs, which it does surprisingly 
often, you must be prepared to defend 
your trademark in order to preserve it. 


I 

I 
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Btrieve 



Btrieve”/ N 

A b^ree based record retrieval 



All the power of Btrieve in a 

system designed to stdve all yow 
appHcathn's database needs. 



network envirortmerU. 



Share files among mpitlpie PCs 




using Btrieve plus any ons of 

• lnterfac«s to BASIC, Pascal, 



the following networks: 

COBOL and C 

. -V.j. 


• MuttIJnk 

• Multl'key access to any 

t. 


»PCnet 

number of files 

% 


* SliareNet 

• Duplicate and modifiable keys 

■ - 


•X-NET 

• Unlimited number of records 
per ftie 



$495.00 

. .. >f 

• Built*in fUe integrity controls 


• 


* Unsurpassed acoess speed 




• Efficient memory utilization 

Compare Btrieve's capabilities to 




any record management or ISAM 


4'- 

V.,, 

system available and we are con- 



vinced that you will select Btrieve. 




$145.00 . 

'. T’ 'j:' 










ScftCraft Inc. 




RO. Bor 9S02 «5S0 

Austin, Thxas 787S6 




(512) 34S-SM0 
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SPREHDLIMK 


An exclusi\/e system to link 
Main Frame and IBM Micro 

Computers for 

► LOTUS 1 2 3 

► VISICALC 

► MULTIPLAN 

► dBASE 11 

spreadsheet programs 

SpreadLink's unique advantage Is the ability 
to transform mainframe computer reports that 
have been moved to the micro ond make 
them useable in spreadsheet languages such 
as Lotus 1 2 3, VisiCalc and Multiplan, as 
well as database management systems such 
as dBASE II. 



SpreodLink will also translate any report 
already residing in the micro Into the above 
spreadsheet formats. 

For more inlormotion contact 



S/ITURI\ BUSIIXESS SySTEP^S. IKE. 


420 Lexington Avenue, NYC, NY 10017 
(212)557-8134 • Dealer inquiries invited 


VisiCalc tfodemofk of VisiCOfp Lotus 1 2 3 trodemork of LOTUS 

MultiPton trodemork of Microsoft dBASE li trodemork of Ashton Tote 


ISSUES 


If the Patent and Trademark Office 
examiner accepts your mark, or you are 
able to successfully argue against the 
rejection, the mark is published in a week- 
ly booklet entitled. Official Gazelle, 
which informs persons who believe that 
they will be damaged by your trademark 
registration of what you are doing. 

Your registration may be opposed 
because another party believes that it has 
superior rights based upon earlier use. Or, 
your mark may be opposed on the grounds 
that it is descriptive or generic, or that it 
has become abandoned due to nonuse. If 
there is no opposition, or you overcome 
the opposition, the mark will become fed- 
erally registered. This registration lasts for 
20 years and is renewable any number of 
times, so long as the mark is still being 
used by your company. 

However, you must file a formal dec- 
laration alleging continuous use of the 
mark between the fifth and sixth years of 
the registration; otherwise, the registration 
will be automatically cancelled. Once the 
declaration is filed, though, the registra- 
tion is considered “incontestable” and is 
immune to attack except under special 
circumstances, which include baud in 
procuring the registration, abandonment 
of the mark, or the case of a mark becom- 
ing generic. 

Before the mark becomes federally reg- 
istered, you should add to it the superscript 
symbol “TM" (or "SM” for a service 
mark) — for example, Hypetsoft™. This, 
of course, stands for “trademark.” Al- 
though the symbol TM does not provide 
any substantive trademark rights, it noti- 
fies the public that you believe you have 
trademark rights under cotiunon law. 
After you have registered it, you should 
use the symbol ® or the words, “Regis- 
tered in U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office,” or, “Reg. U.S. Pat. &TMOff.” 

Maintaining your Trademark 

Your trademark must be careiully 
maintained to prevent loss of distinction 
and, therefore, its ability to distinguish 
your product from others. Under federal 
law. rights in a registered trademark are 
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Save up to 33% 
on PC "Magazine! 

Y^S! I want to subscribe to PC Magazine, 
the independent guide to IBM Personal 
Computers: 

D One year {26 issues) only $29.97! 

[D Two years (52 issues) only $52.97! 

CH Three years (78 issues) only $69.97! 

Savings based on full one-year subscription {Mice of $34.97. 

CHECK ONE: 

□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me later 

Please charge my credit card: 

□ American Express □ MasterCard □ VISA 

Save up to 33% 
on PC "Magazine! 

YidS! I want to subscribe to PC Magazine, 
the independent guide to IBM Personal 
Computers: 

n One year (26 issues) only $29.97! 

D Two years (52 issues) only $52.97! 

CH Three years (78 issues) only $69.97! 

Savings based on full one- year subscriptlcm price of $34.97. 

CHECK ONE: 

□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me later 

Please charge my credit card 
□ American Express □ MasterCard □ VISA 



MR/MS. 

MR/MS. 

(pl>M< Kill nanx) 4S192 

COMPANY 

(piMM pnni full nama) 4S192 

COMPANY 

ADDRESS 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

STATE ZIP 

Add $44 a year in Canada and all other countries. 

Please allow 30 to 60 days for delivery of first issue. 

PC\» a oademark of PC Cooununicaaons Ccsp., a subodiary of Ziff-Davu Publuhing 
Coci^eny 

Add $44 a year in Canada and all other countries. 

Please allow 30 to 60 days for delivery of first issue. 

PCis a (rademarkcf PC ConunuDicaiioRs Cccp. a subsxlMiy ofZilIDsvis PuUahaig 
Company 

Save up to 33% 
on PC~Magazlnel 

VacI 

I want to subscribe to PC Magazine, 
the independent guide to IBM Personal 
Computers: 

CH One year (26 issues) only $29.97! 

D Two years (52 issues) only $52.97! 

CH Three years (78 issues) only $69.97! 

Savmga baaed on full one- year subscription price of $34.97. 

CHECK ONE: 

□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me later 

Please charge my credit card: 

□ American Express □ MasterCard □ VISA 

u 

Save up to 33% 
on PC "Magazine 

YIBS! I want to subscribe to PC Magazine, 
the independent guide to IBM Personal 
Computers: 

CH One year (26 issues) only $29.97! 
n Two years (52 issues) only $52.97! 
n Three years (78 issues) only $69.97! 

Savings based on full one-year subscription price of $34.97. 

CHECK ONE: 

□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me later 

Please charge my credit card: 

□ American Express □ MasterCard □ VISA 



MR/MS. 

MR./MS. 

(pleat* pent hill name) 4S192 

COMPANY 

(plMM pmt full naiM) 4S192 

COMPANY 

ADDRESS 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

STATE ZIP 

1 

Add $44 a year in Canada and all other countries. 

Please allow 30 to 60 days for delivery of first issue. 

1 PC a a ixademark of PC Conunuiucatiocia Corp.. a subaxliary cf Zifl-Davu Pubtiahmg 

' Company 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Add $44 a year in Canada and all other coxintries. 

Please allow 30 to 60 days for delivery of first issue. 

PC IS a trademark of PC CommunintiDRs Cop . a subsKliary of Zifl'Davts PubLshng 
Companr 


P.O. Box 2443 ! P.O. Box 2443 

Boulder, Colorado i Boulder, Colorado 

80321 S 80321 


> 
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MicroFCS: 

The Final Link in 

Distributed Decision Support Systems. 




E very decision counts. 

At every level of 
management. 

And now there's a way 
to bring the power of the 
computer into every manage- 
ment decision made in your 
company ... to allow every 
decision to be based on current 
information, to be shared, to 
be consolidated with other de- 
cision results, to be easily ana- 
lyzed and used. 

It's called Distributed Decision 
Support. And it works only with 
FCS-EPS, the first major DSS available 
for virtually any microcomputer, mini- 
computer or mainframe. 

For all computers, FCS-EPS incorporates 
standard financial functions. "Black boxing" 
automates the most complex custom applications. 
Powerful report writers and color graphics 
produce exactly the output you need. A relational 
database, a natural progression from simple row/ 
column "calc" processing to multidimensional 
consolidation. Statistical analysis, risk analysis 
and much more. That's FCS-EPS. 

Distributed Decision Support through FCS-EPS 
means a multiplied return on your investment in 
existing EDP resources and in existing manage- 
ment talent. And standardized budgeting, 




forecasting, expenditure 
management, and dozens 
of other key processes 
within the organization. 
Your Distributed Decision 
Support begins with one deci- 
sion. Call EPS today. Find out 
how the power of the micro- 
computer can work within your 
existing planning environment 
to improve profitability this year. 


One Industrial Drive 
!► EPS Windham, NH 03087 
603-898-1800 
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FCS'EPS is available today on all IBM computers 
from the PC through 43xx and 3(boc; Hewlett Packard 
from HP 125 through HP 3(K)0, plus Wang, HoneyvwH, 
Uruvac, DEC. Prime, Data General, SEL, Burroughs, ONYX and 
CP/M or UNlX*based miaocomputers. 


I 1 

I □ Tell me more about Distributed Decision Support 
I □ Tell me about Micro PCS 
I Q Tell me about an EPS DSS Seminar in my area. 

j Name/Title 

I Company 

I Address 


I City/State/Zip 


I Telephone Number . 


I 


NORTH AMERICA Atlanta (404) 972-1980 • Chicago (312) 773-4888 • Cleveland (216) 524-8440 • DalUs (214) 631-0968 • Houston (713) 771-0618 • Los Angeles (213) 827-8961 
New York (212) 563-5656 • San Francisco (408) 292-6212 • St. Louis (314) 851-9414 • Tampa (813) 962-3528 • Toronto (416) 279-8711 • Montreal (514) 631-2090 • Otuwa (613) 234-1414 
Winnipeg (204) 943-4852 * Calgary (403) 234-9785 • Vancouver (604) 669-4250 • Mexico City (905) 539-2286 IhTTERNATIONAL London (01) 579-6931 • Brussels (02) 3470740 
Rotterdam (311) 890-41(» • Cologne 49-2203-210551 • Basel 061 72 27 72 • Paris (01) 321 6457 • Milan (02) 688 6960 « Oslo (02) 67 50 64 • Caracas (58-2) 781-3366 • Lima (51-14) 4I67Q5 
Buenos Aires 311 2712 • Sao Paulo 284-0085* Sydney (02) 439 3722 • Tokyo (03) 437-0654 • Madrid 448 5608 


Everything 

You Ever Wanted From 
Per sonal Comput ing 

Faster Easier 


SOLVING PROBLEMS vs READING MANUALS 

The real benefits of personal computing come from putting the hardware and software to work solving your business 
problems and not spending hours reading through boring and tedious operating manuais. 

PERSONAL COMPUTER BECOMES PERSONAL TUTOR 

With Cdex Training programs you simply insert a Cdex diskette in your computer disk drive, turn on your 
TRAINING instant your personal computer becomes your personal tutor. 

FOR PERSONAL COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING PROGRAMS 
COMPUTERS; 


Each Cdex program contains at least three disks and many contain four disks. That’s because 
Cdex Training programs are graphical, interaaive, and comprehensive. They not oniy tell you 
how hardware and software work, but they allow you to operate it through simulations 
and hands-on exercises with the actual hardware and softvvare. 


How to use your 
IBM®personal computer 
with PC DOS - PC or XT 
How to use your IBM* 

personal computer with CPM86 REFERENCE GUIDE INCLUDED 
or Concurrent CPM 86 — In addition, each Cdex program comes with a Reference Guide that contains 

PC or XT keyboard and/or command references for the pertinent hardware or software 

IBM* PC communications using the so that you can use it later to refresh your memory. 

IBM* PC Asynchronous 
Communications Program 
IBM® PC DOS 2.0 

How to use your Apple® He personal 
computer 



COMPETITIVELY PRICED 


TRAINING FOR PERSONAL 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE: 

• Advanced Training for the Lotus'" 

I -2-3 Program 
The Lotus'" I -2-3 Program 
The MULTIPtAN'" Program 
The VIsiWord'" Program 
The VisiTrend™ and VisiPlot'" Program 
The TK I Solver Program 
The MultiMate'” Program 
The VisiCalc* Program 
The WordStar'" Program 
The SuperCalc'" and SuperCalc^'" Program 
The EasyWriter'" II Program 
The dBase II* Program 
The DB Master'" Program — Version 4 

TRAINING FOR PERSONAL COMPUTER ACCOUNTING 
SOFTWARE: 

• The 8Pf* General Accounting Program 

• The State of the Art* General Ledger System 

• The Peachtree General Ledger System 

TRAINING FOR BUSINESS PRODUCnVITY USING PERSONAL 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE: 


Surprisingly, given the above comprehen- 
siveness of design and content, Cdex 
Training Programs are priced compet- 
itively with other computer-based 
training products that claim to pro- 
vide training but oniy provide an in- 
troduction to training. 


USABLE TODAY AND 
TOMORROW 


With Cdex Training Programs you 
can use them today to train yourself 
on those features you need today and use 
them tomorrow to train yourself on the ad- 
vanced features you need to implement sophis- 
ticated applications. 

You get everything you ever wanted from per- 
sonal computing. Faster and easier. 

Cdex Training Programs are available for the 
IBM* PC or XT and IBM compatible personal 
computers, and the Apple II* Plus, Apple lie and 
Apple III personal computers. See how effective 
a Cdex Training Program can be. Ask your com- 
puter dealer for a demonstration or call 
( 800 ) 982-1213 
In California call |4I5) 964-7600. 


• M,in,)cjinq Your Business Using Electronic Spreadsheets" 

• ’’Making Business Decisions Using Electronic Spreadsheets’’ 

These programs are for users of the Lotus'" I -2-3 Program. 
MULTIPLAN'" Program. VisiCalc®, VisiCalc IV* or VisiCalc* Advanced 
Version Programs, or SuperCalc'" or SuperCalc^'" Programs 


cdex" 

Cdex Corporation 

5050 El Camino Real, Los Altos, CA 94022 
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ISSUES 


forfeited whenever the mark loses its sig- 
nificance; that is, when it ceases to indi- 
cate the origin of the product. (The same 
test is applied by state courts to unregis- 
tered trademarks.) A trademark, if used 
properly, will remain valid, and it will 
remain the exclusive property of its owner 
forever. 

However, if through improper use, the 
mark becomes equivalent to the name of a 
product, the trademark becomes lost. The 
term escalator is an example of a trade- 
mark that lost its distinctiveness through 
improper use. Although it had been an 
effective trademark for over 50 years, the 
industry began referring to moving stairs 
as escalators, and eventually the term 
became more closely associated with a 
type of moving stairs than with a brand of 
moving stairs. 

Sidney A. Diamond, in his excellent 
article “How to Use a Trademark Proper- 
ly” (Executive Newsletter #38, United 
States Trademark Association, 6 East 43 
St., New York, NY 10017), outlines five 
rules for proper trademark use. 

• Rule I : Use the product’s generic name 
with the trademark. For example, refer to 
an IBM computer or an IBM PC, not 
merely an ‘TBM." Of course, it is per- 
missible to describe a computer as “made 
by IBM” or to use similar language. If a 
trademark is used properly in a sentence 
and you remove it, the sentence will still 
make sense. 

• Rule 2: Trademark Notice. To ensure 
that the public recognizes your mark as a 
trademark, the federal statute provides 
three alternative types of identification to 
show that the trademark is federally regis- 
tered. You may use, “Registered in U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office” or the 
abbreviated version, “Reg. U.S. Pat. & 
TM Off.” The third, and perhaps most 
common marking is the registered sign 
(®). Be sure that you use any of these 
markings only if your trademark is feder- 
ally registered. If not, use the symbol TM 
as a superscript to the trademark. 
Although the symbol TM will not provide 
any substantive rights, it will notify the 


announcing 


THE INSIDER! 

System . . . 

$ 995 ! 


A 10 Mega-byte Internal Hard Disk Drive System 
Only 


Now bailable! 

Half High 
Floppy Drives 
Only $295 



Expand your IBM* PC so that it performs like the 
PC XT for a fraction of the cost. 


Micro Design InicmationaJ announces a major 
breakthrough In peripherd techndogy — The 
Instdef! It is the only hdrd disk drive system to oI(< 
you 10 Mega bytes of formatted capacity with 
complete IrMernal tnsta8aik>u dlfor$9% Now 
can expand your IBM* PC to handle he 
data with the same ease and efftciency as tl 
By equippirw your K with The Insider you can 
save to $2,000 over the cost oi a PC XT The 
inddeflsatoeompaiible with most IBM PC look 
alikes. and Is DOS 2 U compatible 
The Insider'i engineering is far superior to anv 
other hard disk drive system on the market Urwku 
other interrukl drives which require an cytemal 
power su|^y The Insider uses available power 
(0 9AI. d^reby eliminating overheating, a problenf 
which has plagued other <viv«->b Our drive and 
dectronics carry a full one year parts uonanly 

■ifk^ii w Mil hui 1 


The Insider includM compk'ie software with all 
needed utilities, cables, sun^ instrucliuns for easy 
installation and is availaUe in any of the ioU< ’*-vliV|v 
configurations 1} With a MultifuiKtion Card 
21 \Mth a Floppi.' Disk ControUer Card ($1,295); 

3) With a RAM Memory Card that holds up to 576K 
RAM ($1,295) The foHWdng modules are available 
1 1 Parallel Port { $59); 2) Serial R)rt ($95); 3) Clock 
Calendar ($651; and. 41 XT-ROM ($98). ■■ 

To expar>d your PC to the performance of a SQ 
PC XT CAU TODAY Master Card and VISA 
accepted. ' ' i 

TO fiRDFR f'Ai I rm I pn 
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dBASE II* is, quite 
simply, the bestselling 
database management 
system (DBMS) made 
for any computer. 

Doctors and 
lawyers, accountants 
and salespeople, stockbrokers 
and students, big business and 
small— over 150,000 users around 
the world are all managing their 
data better with dBASE II. 

Books have already been writ- 
ten about it. Hundreds of inde- 
pendent businesses are based on 
it. And other microcomputer 
programs measure themselves 
against dBASE 11. 



For the name of your nearest 
dBASE II dealer, contact 
Ashton- Tate, 10150 West Jefferson 
Boulevard, Culver City, <ZA 90230. 
(800) 437-4329 ext. 214. 

In Colorado, (303)799-4900. 

In the U.K., (0908)568866. 

t^HTON-TATEH' 


€> Ashton-late 1983. 
dBASE II is a registered trademark ot Ashton-late. 
dBASE M has a suggested retail price of S7D0. 
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TOP OF THE LISE 
Titles from over 80 publishers 
and constantly growing. II we 
don't already have it, we can 
get it for you. 

THE BOTTOM LISE 
Why pay more? Our prices 
are the absolute rock bottom 

THE SOFTLISE HOTLISE 
Our customer service 
hotline is backed by ex- 
perienced technical staff. 

THE SOFTLISE EXPRESS 
Next day shipping on all 
orders from stock. 

CORPORATE FRIESDLY 
Our Corporate Accounts 
Program otters quantity 
discounts and evaluation 
copies lor select software 
packages. 

EXTRA US SAVISGS 
With each order, we offer 
discount coupons worth up 
to $10 on your next order 

For more information on our com- 
plete line of software and accesso- 
ries call our toll-free number for a 
FREE copy of The Sofihne Catalog 



Diskette Library Case 

. with your order. This attractive 
case protects, indexes and stores 
10 diskettes for quick retrieval. 
Normally a $10 value, it is now 
available fAff to Softline customers 
rfAMS 

Checks— allow 14 days to deer Ciedil 
proeassing—add 3% CODorders-cesh, 

MO orcerlihedcheck—addSSOO Shipping 
and handling UPS surlace-add S3 00 pe* item 
I UPS Blue Sa 00 per Item I NY Stale 
Pesidenis— add applicable sales lat All 
prices subiect to change 



Monday'thru Friday 
9:00 AM -7:00 PM 

Sundays 

10:00 AM -4:00 PM 







Softline Corporation 

1333 60th Street. Brooklyn. N.Y 1)219 


ISSUES 


public that you believe that you have com- 
mon law rights in the trademark. 

• Rule 3: Special Type. Another tech- 
nique to ensure that a trademark will be 
distinctive is to use a unique typographical 
treatment. An example (again) is IBM. 

The trademark may, for example, 
appear in all uppercase letters, in quotation 
marks, may be hand lettered, framed, dis- 
played on an unusual background, or dis- 
tinctively colored. Although the trade- 
mark can continue to be modernized typo- 
graphically, it should not be revised too 
ftequenUy, as this would blur commercial 
impression in the minds of consumers. 

• Rule 4: Avoid incorrect grammatical 
use. Do not use the mark in the plural 
form, because this suggests it is a noun. 
Do not, for example, speak of a rxxrm full 
of “BMs.” Also, avoid using the trade- 
mark as a verb. Do not “IBM” your 
office; instead, install several IBM PCs in 
your office. 

• Rule 5: Avoid variations. Do not vary 
the trademark by changing the spelling, 
inserting or deleting hyphens, splitting the 
mark into two words, or combining two 
words into the mark. If you continually 
change the form of the trademark, you will 
detract from its status by suggesting that it 
is simply another evolving word in the lan- 
guage. If your trademark is Sofstate, for 
example, don’t refer to widespread appli- 
cation of your program as a “Sofsta- 
tion.” 

Most importantly, build a strong adver- 
tising campaign for your trademark to help 
it gain distinction. If you see your mark 
being abused by another company or per- 
son, inform the offender immediately by 
letter and ask him to stop. Because polic- 
ing your trademark requires educating the 
public as to its correct use, you should 
include in your letter the proper way to 
identify the product. This way future pub- 
lic use will enhance, not dilute, the 
strength of your trademark. ■ 

Stephen A. Becker is a paleru attorney 
with the law firm of Lowe, King, Price & 
Becker, in Arlington, Virginia. 
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A Stickler for 
Profit. 


MICROCENTRE” 

The Workstcrtion Hurt Optimises Your Computer Use 


We’ve all seen how microcomputers 
can increase personal productivity. 
But computers are not used all the 
time. MIGROcentre" lets depart- 
ments share a common computer 
system to reduce costs while im- 
proving profit-center efficiency. 

This secure^ easily movable storage 
system opens in seconds into a 


complete work station. Any place. 
Any time. And MIGROcentre" is 
built to conform to the user’s natu- 
ral movements for convenience and 
comfort over extended periods of 
time. 


r — 


The MIGROcentre’ is designed to 
hold most personal computer sys- 
tems-IBM PG, Apple 11+ and He, 
DEG, Hewlett Packard, etc.-and 
provides storage space for your 
manuals and software. Plus, the 
stylish European locks protect your 
comjxments as well as your valu- 
able data. 



There are many other outstanding qualities that 
separate MIGROcentre from anything else on the 
market. To find out more about them, call (213) 
350-8371. We’ll send you one of our brochures 
tell you the best part.. .the price. It’s a lot less 
money than a second computer. 


MlCROcentre"^ 

Ready to Work When You Are 

CONTINENTAL ENONEERMO GROUP. MC EL MONTE. CA 
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PO SYSTEIM SPECrlALlST prices and availability subiect to change without notice 


COMPLETE SYSTEM 
VERY SPECIAL PRICE 

64K, Two Disk Drives, Floppy Disk 
Controller, Video Card and High Res 
Monitor 


2S6K RAM, 360KB Disk Drive, 

FDC, Video Monitor & Adaptor lOMB 
Hard Disk Sub-System. 



PERSONAL 

COMPUTER 

Special 
of the 
MonthI 


IBM PC^COMPLETE UNE 


$2590 


$3990 


APPRICOT An IBM PC Compatible Computer W/Two Drives & Monitor W/$1250 worth of Software- 
Complete System. $2999 


WE WOULD UKE TO START THE 
A Superior quality IBM PC Com- 
patible Personal Computer. Runs 
DOS 1.1, 2.0, 2.1, CP/MSep UCSD 
p-SystemP Runs Lotus 1-2-^ Multi- 
plan? Word Star? PFS? dBASEII? and 
many more! Hardware includes I28K 
CPU, Floppy Controller, Two DS/DD 
Disk Drives, Video Monitor, Video 
Adaptor, Parallel & Serial Ports. 



ALL FOR $1995 
Suggested List 
$2395 


NEW 


YEAR BY INTRODUCING 


THE 


TAVA PC! 


^ TAVA PC 


TM 


SLIMLINE DISK DRIVE FOR IBM PC 


DS/DD 320KB By tava corp $190 

ADD-ON Disk Drive for IBM PCjr? .... CALL 
HARD DISKS FOR IBM PC« ^ 


10 MB Hard Disk Sub-System by TAVA CORP. 
includes Software, Cables, etc. Internal. $1295 


MEMORY BOARDS 

CONOCRAPHIC 

High Res. Color Graphics Card $995 

QDADRAM 

Quad Card. Fully pop. 2S6K $450 

QUADLINK CALL 

AST SIXPAK 384K CALL 

HERCULES Graphics Card S490 

APPLE lie 

Computer System, Controller, Two Disk Drives, 

Monitor $1590 

DISK DRIVE FOR APPLE 

Slimline, or Standard $190 


PRINTERS 

DAISYWRITER 2000 CALL 

OKIDATA 

82A $440 84A $975 

83A $690 92A $575 

93A $970 

BROTHER 

HR- 1 $750 

DX-15 $450 

MONITORS 

AMDEK 

300A $190.00 / $340.00 

300G $160.00 II $690.00 

3I0A $190.00 III $390.00 

TV $1190.00 

PRINCETON GRAPHICS SYSTEMS 

Hi-Res Color $490 


ROMAR II Apple Compatible Computer W/Z-Card 
Controller, Tvvo Disk Drives and a Monitor for $1195 

NEC TANDON TAVA IBM APPLE QCS MAYNARD 
LNW ROMAR PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 


■ CSsCiWiAb L 

631 E. First St., Aistin, CA 92680 


( 714 ) 838-9100 


VSM PC IS a fogisrered fradonuTlr of IBM Corp 

•dAlST U a» registered trademark of ASHTON-TA.TE. Inc 

LOTUS 1-2 3 IS a registered trademark of Lotus Development 

Vibidster. glister. Mailmerge are registered IredernarJts of Mtcropro International 

Visiealc IS a registered trederruril: of Visicorp 

Muloplan s a registered trademark of Microaoft Corp 
PFS IS a registered trademark of Software Publishing Co 
CPfM86 IS a registered trademark of Dmiial Research. Inc 
MS-DOS IS a registered trademark of Microsoft Corp 
UCSDp IS a registered trademark of Sottech Microsystems 
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COMING UP 


A LIBRARY OF SOFTWARE PROGRAMS FOB THF IHTTl PERSONAL COMPUTER 



Sizing Up PCjr 

Peter Norton, a widely recognized authority on the IBM PC, offers a comparison of 
PC and PCjr features. Examine the two machines' display, sound and storage 
capabilities, and benchmark your own computer in the process. 

Mini-QuikPro 

A (xt>grani that writes BASIC programs. Describe your information to it, and 
programs are created to store and maintain that information (Part I), as well as 
report it (Part 11). 

Inflation-Proofer (Part II of II) 

Having used Part 1 to create your data maintenance program, use this part to 
automatically create report programs for that information. 

Transparent Sort 

Learn a sorting technique (the Shell-Metzner sort) through a step-by-step 
presentation and explanation of an example in BASIC. 

Pie Charter 

The third Euclidean element in our series of standalone, automatic graphing 
programs. 

Bibliographer 

Keep a bibliographic reference file of media items that interest you. Recall them by 
topic. 

Early Reader 

A reading and spelling primer built on clear, vibrant displays. 

Air Traffic Controller 

A game to test yourself for “the right stuff." 

Oenophiliac Dossier (Part I) 

The secret life of grapes — a reference file of wine ratings. 


THE NEW 
PC-500 
MAGNETIC 
STRIPE READER 
DESIGNED FOR 
THE IBM PC 


• Microprocessor controller 
eliminates need for 
external software 

• Completely transparent 
to any program; looks 
like keyboard input 

• Does not require 
RS-232 port or use up 
valuable card slots 

• Connects in series with 
keyboard cable; does not 
affect keyboard operation 

• Reads ABA Stripe 2 
credit cards 

(Other formats available) 

• Will operate with the 
PC-300 Bar Code Reader 


• Operates on any system with 
IBM compatible keyboard 



• Applications include: 

Point of Sale Automation 
Credit Authorization 
Security Identification 
Production Control 
Time & Attendance Systems 
Dispensing Machine Control 
Introductory Price $695. 

OEM & Distributor Inquiries Invited 
TPS ELECTRONICS 
4047 Transport St. 

Palo Alto, CA 94303 
415-856-6833 
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The computer-age 
storybook for kids! 



Katie and the Computer 

By Fled D'Ignazid 
Illustrated by Stan Gilliam 

This wonderful storybook teaches young 
children how a microcomputer works. 
Katie ends up inside her dad's new 
micro... and has an adventure with Cota- 
nel Byte and the other characters who 
make a computer work. Her journey fol- 
lows the path of a computer command; her 
expieriences are technically accurate yet 
easily understandable, right down to her 
encounters with a program bug. Addi- 
tional material is included to he^j you re- 
late the story to actual working parts of the 
computer. With truly exceptional color il- 
lushrations, this is an excellent first com- 
puter book for youngsters. 

Hardcover, 11" x 814", illustrated. 

For faster service, 
PHONE TOLL FREE: 

800 - 631-8112 

an NI only: 201-540-0445) 

Also available at your local bookstore 
or computer store. 

[Creative computing press 

I Dept. NL4C. 39 East Hanover Avenue I 
I Monia Plains. N] 07950 | 

I Please send me Katie and the \ 

I Computerat S8.95* plus $2.00 postage and ■ 
I handling each. Outside USA add $3.00 per I 
I order #12A | 

I □ PAYMENT ENCLOSED $ | 

I *Residents of CA, NJ and NY State add ■ 
I applicable sales tax. I 


□ CHARGE MY: 

□ American Express 
Q MasterCard □ Visa 


Card No. 






Mr. 

I^s. 

M«? 


(plBue psini tuU name] 




State/7ip 



Q Send me a FREE CreaftVe Computing 
Catalog. 


COMING UP 


PERSONAL COMPUTER USERS 





CCP/M-86 

The architecture of Concurrent CP/M-86; an in-depth analysis of how this operating 
system works, how to use it, and how it compares to MS-DOS. 

The Tecmar Lab Master Board 

A review of this board that gives the PC digital-lo-analog and analog-to-digital 
capabilities and wins high marks after some hard use in the laboratory. 

A Guide to Disk Duplication Services 

Whether you need a hundred or a thousand copies of a diskette, there are 
companies that will provide the service you need. They not only make the copies, 
but also package, market, and mail the finished diskette. 

Local Area Network Review 

A look at MultiLink from Davong: a high performance network that allows a shared 
station to be a user station without a loss in peformance. 

Excerpt From An Upcoming Book 

Plotting points and characters, drawing lines, and filling areas using assembly 
language subroutines: from Bluebook of Assembly Routines For The IBM-PC by 
Christopher L. Morgan of The Waite Group. 

Sorting Methods and Timing on the PC 

After BUBBLESORT: implementation and performance of eight sotting algorithms 
for the PC. 

MicroCap Review 

An analog design program for electrical engineering work that allows the user to 
draw a circuit on the screen and then analyze it using any of three techniques. 
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FOR $1995 FEATURES 
INCLUDE: 

16 Bit CPU 

With 128K RAM Memory 
Expandable to 256K. 

Two 320KB Slimiine 
Disk Drives, 

Floppy Disk Controller, 
Monoehrome Monitor and 
Adapter, Parallel and 
Serial 1/O's, 

BEST OF ALL! 

TEN DAYS FREE TRIAL! 
ALL YOU PAY IS 
SHIPPING! 

Suggested List $2395 


CALL OR WRITE 
FOR MORE DETAILS 
OR SEND »199S t TO: 

TAVA CORPORATION 
I686I Armstmng. 

In inc. California 
714/261-0200 
Hcadquarter»/Tclcx: 18166^ 
Amwer Back COMPDSHACK IRIN 



ClAVA CORPORATION t9R) tCaUfixnla fcsktena kU 6% uks tu toffer rad* Februanr 29, 19(M 
ttAiloH'' nvD ID Sil weda dd i wy, UITl'S I-2-$ ti a cegisicred iradraiark of l2Ru» Doetopmrai 
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IBM® COMPATIBILITY 

FOR $1995 A Special Imroductor)' Offer ft 

TAVA PC 

THE SMART COMPUTER USER 
WANTS REAL VALUE WITH 
IBM COMPATIBILITY! 

THE TAVA PC. The ultimate Personal Computer. It gives you 
IBM PC* Compatibility at a fraction of the cost. Choosing a 
personal computer is a difficult decision. But. when your deci- 
sion is a TAVA PC. it’s not hard at all! The TAVA PC runs under 
DOS 1.1, 2.0, CP/MH6*. and p-Sysiem®. You can choose fnim a 
large library of all the most popular IBM P(^ software products 
such as dBasell*. Lotus 1-2-3*. Visicalc® and thousands more. 

CP'M86 I* a rrgi**rtcd iradrnurfc of Digital Rneanh. Inc IBM fC I* a rrgiMCTrd irademarfc of IBM Corp 

UCSDp I* a ftgiMered indemark ol Softcch MtcnwyMcms 
dBAAC II t» a rtgiMered iradnnark of ASHTONTATE, Inc 


VMCalc M a Rgistcrrd indrmark of %'taicorp 



PCnetPLUS " Diskless Board 
from 

Go with Flopj^less PCs 

Integrating the leading low cost network, 

PCnet'“ with on-board firmware 


Imagine the savings of not having floppy drives, a 
floppy controller and expensive diskettes at your 
IBM PCs and compatibles while still maintaining 
full PC capability. Only Orchids PCnetPLUS 
Diskless provides the savings and the many 
benefits of a floppyless system. 

BENEFITS OF A Ease of Operation — Automatic booting from 
A FLOPPYLESS the PCnet Server, the hard disk unit of the 
PCnet SYSTEM: network (i.e. IBM-XT). 

A Increased Seciuity — Eliminates the loss of 
proprietary data and software through the 
absence of local floppies. 

A Increased Efficiency — Himination of floppy 
clutter and related diskette maintenance. 



A Significant Savings — The elimination of 
diskettes, floppy disk drives and their 
controller more than offsets the cost of 
a PCnetPLUS Diskless adapter card. 


PCnet Diskless Boot ROM 


IBM.XT/PC. Trademark of IBM Corp. 

rCnel A PCnrlPLUS: Trademarks of Orchid Technology. 

Alt specifications are subject to change without rtotice. 


ORCHID 


AND . . . PCnetPLUS Diskless includes all the 


ORCHID TECHNOLOGY, INC. 
47790 Westinghouse Drive 
Fremont, CA 94539 
(415) 490-8586 Telex: 709289 


features of PCnet, the leading low cost Local 
Area Network for IBM-XT/ PC and compatibles. 
Diskless capability is also available on Orchid's 
PCnetPIus Multifunction Board. 
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How to teach your kids 
about the IBM PC# 

Now you can teach your children how to use your PC 
without bogging them down in the user manual. . .without 
spending hours demonstrating the simplest functions... and 
without fear that they'll break your PC because they don't 
know how to use it properly, 

You can do it with the PC edition of Computers for Kids 
-a BASIC learning text whose Sinclair, 

Apple, and Atari editions have already 
introduced thousands of children 
and parents to computers 

Computers for Kids teaches 
children age 8 and older to write 
their own programs in less than 
an hour- without the necessity 


Hare are just a few of the useful 
and exciting t(q>ic8 covered in 
Computers for Kids: 

• What is a computer? 

• Flowcharting 

• Runxung the IBM PC 

• Getting Ready to Program 



for previous knowledge of alg^ra, variables or computers. 

And there's a special section that keeps parents and teachers 
on the same successful command path. 

Starting off with an easy-to-understand explanation of how 
to use the IBM PC, your kids will progress quickly to flow 
charts and simple print programs . . .to loops, graphics and 
other programming conc^ts that show the young user how to 
make the PC do exactly what he wants- in non-technical lan- 
guage that makes life easier for both of you. 

Take it from Donald T. Piele. Professor of Mathematics at 
the University of Wisconsin (Parkside): ''Computers /or Xkfs is 
the best book available for introducing children to the IBM PC. 
And it's a perfect tool for adults who are learning about com- 
putes and programming with their children." 

So do your children a favor. Do yourself a favor. Order the 
PC edition of Computers for Kids today! 


CrMtiva Cofii|Hftiiig ProM 

Dept. NH4H, 39 East Hanover Pore., >forTls Plains, NJ 07950 
Send me Computers for Kids, PC edition, at $5.95 jrfus 


$1.50 postage and handling each. #12K 
□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED $_ 


cable sales tax. Outside USA add $3.00 per order. 

□ CHARGE MY: (Charge and phone order $10 minimum) 
□ American Express □ MasterCard □ Visa 


.. Residents of CA. N} and NY State add appli- 


Card No_ 


_Exp. Date— 


• PRINT and Variables 

• (30T0. INPUT and RND 

• IF-THEN and FOR-NEXT 

• Graphics Programs 

• Sample Programs 

• Glossary of Statements and 
Commands 

• Notes for Teachers and Parents 


Signature 

Mr./Mrs./Ms 

(pleaw print full name) 

Address Apt 

City/State/Zip 

□ Send me a FREE Creative ComputingCaxalog. 
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PWCES AND AVAILABILtTY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

Au. nrruMNCO mimchandiu tuajfCT to a 20% RcrrocKiNc rii. 

ADD 10% FO« NET TERMS 
PRICES GOOD IN U.S. ONLY. 
PRICES REFLECTED IN THIS 
SECTION ARE LOWER THAN FRANCHISE STORES. 


WE TEST EVERY COMPUTER SYSTEM BEFORE WE SHIP IT! 

SPECIAL OF 
THE MONTH! 


TAVA PC 

Desk Top IBM PC* Compatible Computer. 128K 
RAM. Two 320KB Disk Drives. Floppy Disk Con- 
troller. Video Adapter and Monitor. One Parallel 
Port. Two Serial Ports System runs DOS 11.2 0. 
and CP/M86* $1995 

Suggested List S2395.00 




Low Price High Quality TAVA Personal Com- 
puter Uses The industry Standard Operating 
Systems: CP/M86* MS DOS® UCSD p-system® 
One year warranty on all parts. Runs most of 
the Software for IBM PC. eg Lotus 1-2-3® 
dSasell* Vt/brds Star® Multiplan® PFS® and 
Thousands more 






PERSONAL 

COMPUTER 

Special 
of the 
Month! 


IBM PC^COMPLETE LINE 

IBM PC 

64K. Two 320KB Disk Drives. Floppy Disk 
Controller, Video Card and High Res 
Monitor S 2599.00 

HARO DISK SYSTEM FOR IBM PC 

256K IBM PC® 360KB Disk Drive. FDC. 
lOMB Hard Disk W/Controller. Cabinet Con- 
troller & Software. Video Card and Monitor 

$3999.00 

Hard Disk Sub-System for IBM PC By 
TAVACORP $1275.00 

LOTUS 1-2-3 SOFTWARE $399 


1^^ 


FLOPPY DISK DRIVES For IBM PC 
ADD-ON DRIVE FOR PC Jr.® . . CALL 
TANOON 

TM-lOO-2 DS/DD CALL 

SLIMLINE 320KB $229.00 


SHARP PORTABLE 

A Portable IBM PC Compatible Light VW?ighi 
Computer With 128K CPU, Liquid Crystal 
Display 8 linesxBO, Keyboard, I28K Bubble 

$1995.00 

With Built-In 80 Column Thermal Printer 

$2395.00 

INTRODUCING APPRICOT 

A handsome Computer and almost totally 
compatible with IBM PC Includes 256K 
Memory. Two Disk Drives and Monitor A 
Complete System with $1250 worth of 
Software $2999.00 

AST RESEARCH 

10 Plus-Parallel & Serial Port, Clock 
Calendar W/Bat back-up. Superdrive 

SuperspoQl $199.00 

Combo Plus— 256K, Parallel & Serial Port Clock 
Calendar W/Bat. back-up. Superdnve 

Superspool $450.00 

Mega Plus— 5I2K. Parallel & Serial Port. Clock 
Calendar W/Bat back-up $999.00 

QUADRAM 

Quad Board • 256K. Parallel Port. Serial 
I/O Clock Calendar with battery backup 

$450.00 

512K Ram with Serial I/O $799.00 

CONOGRAPHIC 

Color Card $995.00 

HERCULES GRAPHICS CARD 

This card gives you 720x350 

graphics . $499.00 

BIG BLUE $479.00 


MAYNARD SANDSTAR SERIES 


Multifunction Card 

Floppy Disk Controller 
Memory Card 

HAYES MICROCOMPUTER 
PRODUCTS 

Micromodem 300 baud 
Smartmodem 1200 baud 


$95.00 

$225.00 

$189.00 


$299.95 

$529.95 


PRINTERS 

OKIDATA 



82A 


$429.00 

83A 


$699.00 

84AP parallel 


$999.00 

84AS serial 


$1099.00 

92A 


$525.00 

93A 


$899.00 

Daisywriter Daisywheel 


Printer 


$1175.00 

NEC 



SPINWRITER 

— 


77101 $2095 

3510^ 

$1495 

77I5-I $2295 

3515 

$1495 

77301 $2095 

3530 

$1695 

77201 $2695 

3550 

$1995 

7725-1 $2695 

PC8023A 

$ 595 

MONITORS 



AMDEK 



300A $199.00 

1 

$349.00 

300G $169.00 

II 

$699.00 

3I0A $199.00 

III 

$399.00 

IV 


$1199.00 


PRINCETON GRAPHICS SYSTEMS 

High Res. Color $499 

APPLE lie appkz. 

Computer System Controller. Two Disk Drives. 
Monitor . $1699 

ROMAR II Apple compatible Computer 
W/Z-Card Controller. Two Disk Drives and a 
Monitor for $1195.00 

BROTHER, TAVA, ^EC, TANDON, 
SHUGART, AND OTHER MFGR. PRO- 
DUCTS AVAILABLE!! 


CompuShack 

HIGH TECHNOLOGY • LOW PRICES 


CALL FOR STORE 
LOCATION 


THE UNIQUE FRANCHISING 
CONCEPT WITH THE 
FOLLOWING FEATURES: 
PRIVATE LABEL PRODUCTS 
WITH NO ROYALTIES, 
DISCOUNT PRICES, FULL 
SERVICE & SUPPORT, 
COURTESY AND MORE. 


( 714 ) 261-1000 

FRANCHISE INQUIRIES WELCOME 

14MI AAMSTHONC. IRVINC. CA *2714 

HI AOOUARTfRSITCLfX: ANSWtR RACKi COMFOSHACK IRIN 


LOTUS 17 3 n » tr.ic>m4A of Lotus OfvWip'nent 

lAwnut SpHsur MMnwge m <vgnuiM t.Mrm«rks of 
Vmjk 4 * rqi u gigo of Viscofp 


MiAipUn IS t tegisWM vtOtmtin of Mxiotofi CiXp 
PFS n 4 '(gmcrrd of SoftvMT PuCMnina Ce 

CnW86 <s » itKirmjrk of OiguJ BnrMh me 
mifmMorvM MSOOS is t wg^tefM trMmirk of Midoson Corp 

UCSOp 4 4 xnarmnk of Softecn U<nsysif'ns 


ALL FLOPPIES REPAIRED QUICKLY AT LOW COST 
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Memory 

64K-384K 


Piggyback Expansion Port 

64K^b12K additional memory 


64K-512K additional memory 
(768K maximum) 


SUPER I O ► 


SUPER RIO ► 


Async Port 
Serial printer modem 


□ 

Async Port #2 


Parallel Port 
Printer SASI 


4 RIO PLUS 


D 

Game Port 


Clocli Calendar 


What you get out of your IBM PC/XT 
depends on ttrhat you put into it. 


The versatile multi-function boards 
from STB offer more functions 
and more memory. 

I f your personal computing applications have outgrown your 
personal computer’s hardware, there's a smart way of expand- 
ing your system while stiO leaving plenty of nxim to grow. 

The secret is the line of multi-function boards from STB. 
Our SUPER KIO'” combines two asynchronous RS-232-C 
serial communication ports for interfacing modems, serial 
printers, plotters, mice, and an almost limitless list of other 
peripherals, a parallel I/O port for interfacing printers and hard 
disk controllers, a battery operated cl(x;k/calendar that remem- 
bers the date and time even when your system is turned off, 
a game paddle port that can use either APPLE" or IBM’'’ 
compatible joysticks, and up to 2!)6K of additional memory. 

The STB I’iggyback" board adds up to 512K more mem- 
ory onto the SUPER RIO for a total of 768K. And the pair uses 
only one expansion slot. 

Includcxi free with the SUPER RIO board is the PC Accel- 
erator", which combines printer buffering and high speed disk 
emulation into one easy to use program. 


Our RIO PLUS'“board includes all of the PO functions of 
the SUPER RIO (less one serial port) with on board memory 
expansion capability of up to 384K. When used with a 256K 
computer, this board gives your system a full 640K of mem- 
ory. Of course, PC Accelerator is also included with every 
RIO PLUS. 

If you already have enough memory, the STB SUPER 
PO'" board adds a parallel PO port, serial port, game port, 
clock/calendar and PC Accelerator to your system. And, its 
small enough to fit in a short slot on the XT. 

As new functions and applications arise, you can count on 
STB Systems to provide convenient, affordable ways to adapt 
these innovations to your system. 

Compare our quality pnxiucts at your local dealer, or for 
more information please write or call us. 

Expanding Microcomputing 



STB Systems. Incorporated 


601 North Glenvilie. Suite 125 
Hichardson.Texas 750811(214)234-8750 


All STB <nuM-turetion boMs mUudt « 1V4I mO pMiial oM 

» i IS * icQisteivd tiadawk AppM Comutars. me 

« a legislmi) ndemarii U inNniaionil Business MicNnes CixporaMn 
PC kaMu 1 $ a lagisiereil ndemani oi AbCwp 
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ELAN” From TECMAR 


Most Powerful Local Area Network for the IBM 


PC 


working using Ethernet protocoi 
Teiephone support — autodial/autoanswer modem 
recognition of commands and voice response 
Voice maii and messages 
Dictating system using Pearicorder X-02 
or XR from any teiephone in the U.S. 

Compiete software for written/voice mail, 
time management and audio/visual clock, 
calendar, and calculator functions 
• Three ELAN Systems; the Secretary, 
the Manager and the Executive 


The EXECUTIVE is the most complete imptementatlen el 
ELAN, adding computer recognition of spoken cem- 
mands. An executive might phone the PC to leeoe er 
retrieve messages or request specific information. Tlie 
PC, in a spoken voice, can request a user's access code 
or prompt the user for a command. The executive can res- 
pond either by pushing buttons on the telephone, er by 
actually speaking back to the computer. 


designed to meet your total communications 
•roods, Inchidbig computor-to-computar (i.e., networking), 
porsen-bxompwtor, and person-to-person communica- 
tion legyiro m on ts lor data and voice. The Industry- 
standard high speed Ethonrot network protocol Is 
i m pleyed In ELAN, permitting matty IBM Personal Com- 
to bo linked together by ordinary thin coaxial 
cable. In addition to his own computer, an ELAN system 
user can access the other devices attached to the cable 
— such as printers and latga dteks. 

AM vorsioris of ELAN btciude an Ethernet Interface with 
equipment to convert voice ktto data and back again. This 
enablas the user to give and rocolvo spoken messages 
from any location as well as store them lor later use. In 
addition, with the Executhro version, aM ELAN software 
packages can be operate through verbal commands, 
through the telephrm keypad or through the IBM PC 
keyboard. The computer can then respond verbally, either 
by telephone or In person'. 

* BAN lExHadtd Local Aim MchMortO lofmfty ComNct 

TEQIdAR 6225 Cochran Road, Cleveland, Ohio 441 39, Phone ( 21 6 ) 349-0600, Taln^ 

I ON BEAOea SCBVICI CABO 


The SECRETARY is the basic ELAN system. H 
an Ethernet Interface and all other ELAN features 
modem and voice recognition. 

Whether you choose the 
EXECUTIVE, MANAGER or 
SECRETARY, an ELAN 
system will improve 
your productivity 
and expand the 
versatility of 
your IBM PC. 


The Manager 


The MANAGER system adds a modem for I 
communications and by adding a separata I 
permit voice communications. The modem i 
MANAGER to receive unattended voice and data Ivem any 
telephone in the U.S. Also, the MANAGER i 
commands through decoding the 
telephone keypad. 







